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THE Geneval Assem nhly of the Preshyterial Church iD the
Tnited States when met 2 Houston, Texas, 1D May, 1885,
justructed commitied of its own merabers 10 arrange fov
quayter- _centermial services commemoramve of the owemizat'mn
of the General Assembly.” Typon the recommendahon of this

cominities; it was naninonsty resolved that such services he

held in Mays 1886, n connection with the p1oceedm<r5 of the

Assembly of that year; and that the Rev. Dr- . M. Palmer,
the Rev. Dr- J. N Waddel, and ihe Rev. D¥- Joseph B~
Wilson, GuTTIVIng officers of the frst Assembly of 1861, be
1’equested 1o deliver 2 addresses APPY opriate to the ogoasion:
Accorcliﬂgly, the twenty-ﬁfth Assembly, convened, a8 the
Ayt was, iR the First Presbyterian Cpureh of Aucmsta,-
Georglia; deswnated the 25th day of May, 1 1886, for the 86T~
vices indicated s and the addresses Were uttered i the order in

rhich, by divectied of the Agsemblys they are DOV pnbhbhed
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MEMORIAL ADDRESS.

Me HoworED DRETHREN !

WERE this the 4th day of December, 1886, it would we
just one quarter of a century sinee the first of onr
Youthern General Assemblies met—mef in this charming city
of Angusta, Wwhose ZeNErous homes were then, as they are
now, abounding with hospitality—met within this same spa-
cions sanctuary, whose venerable walls till expand with those
embraces of welcome which the lapse of time has not wearied.
This snrrounding grove, 100, has remained woaltered, except
that some of its ancient oaks have yielded to yonder ample
bailding, which, even more than the wide foliage it has dis-
placed, 18 thonght to decorate the ground. ' _
Tt is surely ftting thab at this time, on this historical spot,
with these memorable sarroundings, there shouid be gome sig-
nalization of the origin of our highest Church conrt, by this
its twenty-fifth snccessor. Of its origin, do T say In a very
imyportant senge—No, but rather itg continuation under new
and unprecedented conditions; for who of us is willing to al-

" low that the year 1861, = period so comparatively recent,

marks the beginning of our oxistence as a portion of the
American Presbyterian Cluweh? For onr ancestry on this
continent we can look backtoa date prior to that which records
the establishment of any other ccclesiastical body with which
we might care to own a family relationship. Almost two hun-
dred years ago-—not later certainly than the opening of the
eighteenth century—that mother Presbytery from which we
derive oar immediate lineage, was constituted. But how, from
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a small seed, the prolific Church of oup forefathers grew nnts
its frnitful limbs overspread ang blessed all the land, T need
not stop to describe, nor to tel] With what gratitnde we of
the South were wont to count the bulwarks of our mighty Zion,
48, bLristian common
to shelter many myriads of Ohrist’s trye
those doctrines of o

I priceless faith w
decrees of God. In the sacreq ne

1o the sweep of a vast O wealth, they served
veople, and to defend
bich are as old as the

morials of that time-honored
chureh we still shape A goodly heritage, whicl we and our

children after ug cay never afford to surrender. Her Biblical
Institutions, the sainted names that illustrate her aunals, her
spiritual cohquests, her entire testimony as the Witnessing
Bride of her risen Lord, ave securely cur own in which to
rejoice, to say nothing of that steadfast Confession. and those
salutary Catechisms, handed down from ancestops who, when
oceasion called, knew

how to die for their imperishabldtruths,
as by them they had also known how to live.

Bat still we have an origin that is peculia
there came & day—or was 1t & night, sad and dark, yet ot
withoot its stars —in which, one by one, s MInority of -the =
old Presbyteries, 80 long artienlated as-maembers of & commnion
body, felt themselves compelled to separate from the others,
the justifying causes of which divisive act it were useless at
this time to diseygs, When, however, in the irresistible prov-
idenice of God, the dislocating wrench as made, it left forty-
seven of the constitient parts of the now. disrnpted whole
scattered -over elaven States. And these it wag which, not
content to remain Isclated, 45 untrue to their ingrained and
mutually atiractive Presbyterian-ism,' came, by their

tatives, to the Place where we oW sit, to be reunite

eneral Assembly which they s
ously concerted to Inaugurate, and tl
y g ’
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a small seed, the prolific Church of our forefathers grew until
its froitful lmbs overspread and blessed all the land, T need
not stop to describe, nor to fel] with what gratitude we of
the South were wont to count the bulwarks of our mighty Zion,
as, in the sweep of a vast Christian commonwealth, they served
to shelter many myriads 6f Christ’s true people, and to defend
those doctrines of ouy Priceless faith which are as old as the
decrees of God., Tnp the sacred memorials of that time-hovored
chureh we still share a goodly heritage, which we and onr
childven after us can never afford to surrender. Ter Biblical
institutions, the sainted rames that illustrate Ler annals, her
spiritnal conguests, her entire testimony as the Witnessing
Brids of her risen Lord, ar
rejoice, to say nothing of that steadfast Confession and those
salutary Catechisms, handed down from ancestors who, when
occasion called, knew how to die for their imperishabldtrnths,
a8 by them they had also known Low to live
But still we have an origin

that is peculiar to ourselves; for
there came a day—or 1as it & night, sad and dark, yet not
without its starsi—in which, one hy one, a minority of the
old Presbyteries, so long articnlated as members of a common
body, felt themeelves compelled to separate from the others,
the justifying canses of which divisive act it trere useless at
this time to disengss. When, however, in the irresistible prov-
idence of God, the dislocating wrench was made, it left forty-
seven of the constituent parts of the now disrapted whole
scattered over eleven States. And these it ras which, not
eontent to remain isolated, a5 untrue to their ingraiced and
mutually attractive Presbyterianism, came, by their represens
tatives, to the place where we 00w sit, to be reunited in that
new and narrower (General Assembly which they simultane-
ously cencerted to inaugurate, and thus o signalize at once
their reserved independence and their reciprocal accord. A-
to what has since ceenrred in the Wway of attempting to vestore
in part the sharply-severed intercourse with those whom we
thus left, nothing may now be said, except that we are always

at liberty to reaffirmi ou Christian good-will to God’s people

-evei-ywhere,

and warmly concerned.
=Ll
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the Greneral Assembly above- On his outer
erseription of & comely

n his mental ctracture might he traced many

elements which serve t0 complete the idea of a

As true to hie well-congidered con-
Fetions as he Was honest and artless in sfrraing them, Dr.
Lyon was 2 much—regarded man in that assemblage of marked
men, esteemed alike for bis candor and bis charity, for his

forbearance as all antagonist,

forcefulness as & debater and his
whilst 10 clogeted conference® with Lis brethren, in respect to
wen?

what might be best done in any arnergencty, big suavity
hand in hand with his studiousness. 1, for my part, drop 2
tpar to his memory, as o oue the gweetness of whose private
friendship 1 still taste, and the guileless intrepidity of whose

public character 1 chall always honot-
The fourth of these committees, that on Fducation,

rected by the Rew. Dr. Drury Lacy, who Was greatly revered
by all the cominissioneyrs whose happiness st was to be in any
way affli ted with bim, and whose Dame ouly quite recently
dropped from ont ministerial Tolk, continued until the period
of his decease 10 he known as & synonym for whatsoever iB
lovely apd of good report—2 yoirror of gettle manners, a
model of gracious connseling,

and a master of many hearts.
Having now consumed well nigh the time allotted 0 fhese
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: ) O'E\.iJlSt threa
effect a union in a General Agsembly with their sister Proshytericand in defence 85 od the Tight

in the South. {he Asserbly aseum

r of
*2. That these Presbyteries gend commissioners, according ot ejrery m: m;;d not in the
the former rule of representation, to a General Assembly, fo heln the SF&. eea upon § federate SU
held in the city of Augusta, in the Tirst Preshyterian Church, oy Hight oM ding within the.qofl rolations est
the 4th day of December next; and that the Rev. Dr. B. M. Palmer, 2 t0 thosf 1511 <iew of the PO faen
as principal, or the Rev. Dr. Wilson, (pastor of said church,) be’ ﬂ-easoll&bgmtes‘,,

requested to preach the Obening sermon, and to preside until the Py oS
Assembly be organized and a moderator and clerk be chosen.

*“3. That the Rev. Drs. Waddel and Gray, of the Freghytery of
Memphis, and Dr. J oseph Jones, of Augusta, Ga., ruling elder, be
a committee of commissions to examine the credentials of ail who
may present fhemselves af that meeting; and that these brethren
be requested to be Present, in the First Preshyterian Church in ‘
the city of Angusta, on the evening previous to the meeting of the
General Assembly.

“4. That the Presbyteries which have passed an act renoune-
g the jurisdiction of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church in the United States of America, do declare that in that
act they did not design $o withdraw from their sister Presbyteries
mn the South, nor to dissclve their Synods.

“That all the Presbyteries in the Oonfederate States send up
their records to their respective Synods, for review, and that the
Synods confirm the action herein proposed.”

The Convention (in explanation of the motives for organizing a
new Assembly) after quoting what is known as the “Spring reso-
lution,” adopted the following :

“By this act of the Assembly [at Philadelphia, May 1861] alarge
proportion of the Chuarches under ifs care felt themselves aggrieved,
not because they disputed the right of the Assembly to give s de-
liverance upon any question of duty growing out of their several re-
lations, civil, social and ecclesiastical, but because, during o state
of war between two sections of the confederacy formerly lmown ag
the United States of America, one of which had found it necessary
to withdraw from the other, to establish an independent govern-
ment of its own, and to resort to arms in maintenande of its rights,
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GHBISTIAN EDUCATION.

e

1. TwTRODUOLORY -

. FATHERS AND PBRETHREN
ON this deeply-interesting oecasion, i gompliance with &

: call which is always fmperative, proceeding from my
| prethren, 1 apypoar pefore you to pear WY humble pard in the
zervicés and exercises of this memorial 48y- When this de-
mand was oomnmnioatod {o me, and the fact made known that

i Iin aegociation with two distinguis‘oed brethren, DOW presem.,
had heen nominated t0 perform part in ihis Quarter-Genten
pial of the organization of onx beloved Southern Zion, by de-
livery “of an address npon such topic &8 might see to me ap-
propria.to,” the question often s0 Jiffeult to 80lve; « What topic
chall T discuse (4 presonted no diffieulty 50 WY mind; it came
to me spontaneousiy. The subject Was Education. There Was;
however, & problem connected with it, and that was 10 adopt
that method of treatment that might see1t to be appropriate,
when the general subject was One that had been worb thread-
hare,~——that had beeD gpoken of, written of, debated, abused,
and migmderstood insomuch that itg familiarity had robbed

it of all afiractiveness for an audience 80 appreciativo as that 1
ghould be called to address. The persistence® with which this
subject pressed its claims to WY attention admitted of 0 T8)ec-
tion oY dismissal; and YOO will pardon We when T say that the
explapation of this fact 18 obvions when 3F is considered tbat 1
am, 0y honest descent, 2 praotioai worker in this field, and by
long pei‘sonai identification with the business of Education, it
hag become 10106 either & development of oy natural appetence;

or it has revolutionized radically m¥ whole natural constiti-
on; so that nothing 80 readily and profoundly arrests my ab-

tention as a0y allngion to this import-zmt interest. To select



26
QUARTER-
ER CENTENNIAL ADD
‘ RESSES.

al. mo 5
1 hIUh w0 lld_ GII ](] our g 18 1¥
tll s de ()f d SCUssIOn W L
C
t 1]

tho-ug.l
t, ar
» and sec
. nre
en : . onr cord:
d in view in the )g £ v cordial Co-operati
performance of i ion, was the pregmerati
18 service, nudertal greaneratlon,
’ rtaken afpresent 1o tho

H

27

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION.
We omit, in this eni=
and confine our attention at

e institntions copsidered as nnder ecclesiaatical

getiner with others which, slthough not under 8¢
Presbyterian influence, equally de-

chools of the higher learning-
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the State nniversities,

the r

request of my brethren.
snpervision, t0
In order to the prop efI. IA Ravigw. isiyict control, were under
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ver poiut with justiﬁable P

her Davidson College, under
te noble work of ministerial an
Christian training- (irossing the line into South Carolina, was
£ound the grand old Columbia Seminary, enjoying the victory
over its early stit and borne successtnlly on the tide of
In Georgia stood Ogletborpe [niversity, nnder
heavy pressure, its gratifylng ve-

Carolina rejoieing in
control, accomplishing

ggles,

we should repew
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glofiglcnaii;he past in 1‘Ose(:t]; c:i)lsu(-}h occasions ;,: ’1;;2 ltils cor- | sults, During many years previous 0 the War, also, Missis-
self-comp] ;]’ and, where it ig POQS.‘;‘IH& to indulge in P 1§§ent,, sippi had Teld high position ip, Christian education by t.he good
that past cency the achiever s8ible, to recount with I ilant results of Oakland College. In Tennessed, in her widely-ex-
past with 4 glory to whi neflts of the past pride and tended territory, Washington College and other private schools
which it is not entiﬂec)l get to invest ip the east, Stewars Clollege in thE:,' north, and La Grange S¥-
s only to de- nodical College in the south, were all laboring prosperously and
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2. My first remark in this line of thought is th
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 7HE CHURCH A SPTRITUAL KINGDON.

e

] \HTo Baptist, 00 the banks of the Jordan, spnounced the
coming of Messiah in this impressive formula: “The

Lingdom of heaven is at hand.” When oy Tord enfered TpoD.

his public Jninisity, the record ig, “He went about all Galilee,
preaching the gospel of the kingdom.” The twelve apostles

were early commizsioned, «yith power o07er all devils,” toO
preach +he kingdom of God; and after them the geventy were
sent, wo DY WO «into every city and place whither he himself

S would come;” sa.ying,-“'[‘he kingdom of Grod is come nigh unto
you.” To the question, what should be the sign of his coming
- and he end of the world, he answered, ¢« This gospel of the
 kingdem ghall be preached ip =1l the world, for a witness unte
© 2]l nations and. toen chall the end come.” To the very last,
© disregarding the peril of misconstruction, a8 the words should
- fall upon @ jealous Roman ear, e testified before Pilate, “ My
+ Ykingdom is nob of this world, for then wonld 1Y gervants

fights” and through 2 mysterious blending of divine and bu-
an aathoritys the seal of royalty wae stamnped npon the agony
and infavry of the cross in the ineffaceable inscription; © Jesus
of Nazavetb, the King of the Jews.” Let if be noted just
here, fathers and brethren; that the gospel of our salvation is
the gospel of a kingdom 38 well-—words 10 be engraved npon
fhe front of thig memorial service covering the seed principle,
grom which this Leloved Church of ours Bprung into that sepa-
rate existence which she bhas maintained throngh a quarter of
5 century.

This most suggestive phrase finds its Toot D far deeper s0iL
than the language of Matthew. Tig delicate Sbres a1e matted
ogether aromnd the rich mould of the former dispenssation;
fyoyn which the promised Tlias emerged to spring the thonght
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byterian University, which, with all Jue modesty, alaimg tg ¢ -
Cupy the position of Ploneer in thig enterprise), are patti
this very scheme of Biblical text-hook nstruction igte achy
operation. The Coliege of Arkansas, at Batesville, Lag loi
. Leld it TP as a leading subject of ustraction.  Noble o
ce Davidson is rapidly Prosecuting the enterprise of endowing;_
chair of Bihle instructmn; and we have geap with delight th
the friends of Central Universz'ty, Ky., have recently oo
i tributed the endowinent of chair of Biple instructiou, an’
' e Tejoice to add to thig statement that Westmingter College: -
of Missouri, hag already incorporated in iig regular cnrricnhm'f iilN GDO}“
this identical systew of Bible teaching.  While thiq is true of SPIR{TUAL :
our own literary institutions, itis also a gratifying fact thal; CHURGH A
many others (not Presbyterian) are turning theqp attention toTHE /
this new departare ip coﬂegiate work.,  Some Surprise, tog,
may be excited by the statement recently made that Itimations’
have come from one of the many State institutions that an effort

DREBS.
A MEMORIAD AD

: |
will be inangurated to introdace the study of the Bible into ) BY .. |
the course of Instruetion, ER, D.D- LL. -zms N

We cannot more appropriately close onp diseussion of 1‘;111'37; B M. P ALM IJAN HUROT, KEW OBLEANS,
Important and interesting topic than by repoating the beanti- THE FIRST PRESBITER
ful words of the venerable Dy, 1§ 0%, who for half 5 century . PASTOR OF

bresided over the fortunes of Union College: “Tot ng there-
Tore hereafter connect Jerusalem with Athens; intertwing the 1
vy of Parnassus around the ceday of Lebanon; wegve into the -

L wreath of fowerets Plucked from the vale of Tempe, the rose

; of Sharon, ang remember at ouy festivals that, among the hillg
of Palestine there i a hill of tenderey interest and bigher hope
than either Tda of Olympus. Tet ue plant the banney of the-
C1ass upon the Temple of Seienee »
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versal of the temptation possibly blinding the mind as to the
dereliction of pringiple. Under the influence of what was
doubtless felt to be the puvest patriotism, the General Assem-
bly, in 1861, passed what, from its authorship, is nown as the

«Spring Resolutions.”* Never was there a clearer usurpation

*The Spring Resolutions, presented in the Assembly of 1861, at Philadsl-
phis—so called from their author, Dr. Gardner Spring, of the Brick Church,
Wew York—were amended by the addition of the Iasbh clanse, snd, as adopted,
are as follows: :

Gratefully acknowledging the distingnishing bounty and care of Almighty
God towards this favored land, and also recognizing our obligatious to sub-

. mit to every ordinance of msn for the Lord's sake, this General Assembly
.adopts the following resolutions:

Resolved, 1. That in view of the present agitated and unhappy condition of
the country, the firet day of July be set apart as & day of prayer throughout
our bounds; and that on this day ministers and pecple are called on hombly
%o confess and bewail our national sins; to offer owr thanks to the Father of
light for his undeserved goodness to us as a netion; to seek his guidance and
blessing upon our rulers and their counsels, as well as on the Congress of the
TUnited States, about to assemble; and fo implore him, in the name of Jesus
Christ, tha great High Priest of the Christian profession, to turn away his
anger from us, and speedily restore to us the blessings of an honerable peace.

Resotved, 2. That the General Assembly, in the spirit of thaé Christien pa-
triotismn which the Scriptures emjoin, and whickh has always characterized #Ais
Chusreh, do hereby asknowledge and desinre our ebligation to promaete and per-
petuate, so far as tn ws les, the integrity of these United States, and to
strengthen, wphold and encourage the Federal Government in the exercise of
all its funcbions nnder our noble Constitution ; and to this Constitution, in sl
its provisions, requirements and principles, we profess onr unabated loyalty.

And to avoid all misconception, the Assembly declare thal by the term *‘Fed-
eral (rovernment,” as here used, is not meant any particular administration, or
the peculiar opinions of any particular party; bub thet central administration
which, being at any time appointed and inaugursted according to the forms
prescribed in the Coustitution of the United States, is the visible representa-
tion of our national existenca.

To these resolntions a protest was offered by Di. Charies Hodge and others,
based on five distinet grounds. The first is as follows :

e make this protest, not because we do not acknowledge loyalty to our
country to be a moral and religious duty, sccording to the Word of God,
which requiras us to be subject to the powers that be ; nor because we deny
the Assembly the right to enjoin that, and all other like duties, on the minig-
ters and churches under its carve; but because ws deny the right of the General
Assembly to decide the political question, 1o what government the allegiance of
Preshyterians, a3 citizens, is due; and its right to make that decision a condi-
tlon of membership in our Church.
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by the Church of the prerogative and function of the State.
The Supreme Court at Waslhington could not have pronounced
a more judicial interpretation of the Constitution. It under-
took to settle the question which had divided the statesmen of
this country from the beginning, as to where sovereignty re-
gided, and to whom the allegiance of the citizen was primarily
due. This was a question which the Chureh, from her very
nature, was incompetent to discuss; and which, by her express
law, she was inhibited from entertaining. This point, pur-
posely left nndetermined by the framers of the Constitution in
1737, because it could not be authoritatively declded, was not
only determined by a chureh court, but that decision was bound
upon the conscience of her entive constituency thronghount the
land. It could not be construed by those against whom it wae
directed, in any other light than as & writ of ejectment; and as
soon as time would allow for their orderly meeting, forty-
seven Presbyteries, scattered through eleven Synods, with en-
tive unanimity, withdrew from the jurisdiction of the exscinding
court and proceeded to re-integrate into the General Asgzembly
of which this is the lineal successor.

The years which have passed eince then, have cooled every
feeling of vesentment in our bosoms; and e can look with the
eye of charity upon the error of those whom we have never
ceased to regard as onr brethren in the Lord. We do not un-
dertake even to say that, with our positions reversed and act-
ing under their convictions, we might not have been guilty of
the same fault. Are we nos all'led by a Divine hand into po-
sitions which give us wider aud clearer views of truth? How-
ever this may be, the simple fact remains that we were sepa-
vated from the Chureh of our fathers mpon a strictly political
isgne, which a spirvitual court had no anthority, gither human
or divine, to adjudicate. Whether we ourselves fully compre-
hended or not the significance of our withdrawal, the logic of the
case constituted s the assertors and gunardians of this vital
truth, the non-secular and non-political character of the Church
of Jesus Christ; and, whether we will or no, we must preach
to the world this “gospel of the kingdom.” T desire to em-
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phasize the statement that, up to the passage of the “Spring
Resolutions,” in May 1861, a division of the Church had not
been snggested, perhaps had not entered the thought of any,
except as a possible and painful necessity. Some of us cher-
ished fondly the hope that the bands of ecclesiagtical fellowship
might be able to bear the strain even of a great civil war. It
would have been a sublime spectacle, if the Chureh conld have
preserved her visible unity amidst the convulsions which shoolk
a continent—a spiritnal kingdom rising unconsmned ont of the
flames of a gigantic war, like the bush burning with fire At
Mount Horeb, to proclaim the power of divine grace over the
passions of men. It was not to be. The testimony must be
borne for a while longer, as in ages past, under the form of
protest against the invasion of that liberty wherein Christ hath
made his people free. The historic Dbasis, therefore, upon
which stands this dear Church of ours, the special feature by
which she iz distinguished from cthers, iz this testimony for
Olrist’s kingdom, as a free, epiritual commonwealth, sepa-
rate from civil government, under whatever form administered
upon earth. There may be pruodential considerations aside from
this why onr ecclesiastical organization should be preserved in-
tact, withont abgorption into any larger bodies around us; buf
the differentiating principle, in the surrender of which we yield
the very reason of our existence, is the claim of our King to
reign supreme and alene in his Church.

But if the entire American Church affirms this prmclple,
and if in the other portions of the Presbyterion body it be af-
firmed in identical terms with our own, wherein is onr testimony
pecnliar?  With reference to the latter, simply in this: that
whilst the spirituality of Christ’s kingdom Is admitted in
theory, it has been contravened in practice, and that solely
upon this issue we were driven from their communion. If it
be alleged that this deviation from the Constitntion was but a
temporary departure, under stress of circumsfances and during
a pericd of intense excitement, it i3 competent to inquire
whether, during the period of twenty-five years which have
elapsed, any official action has been taken to repair the breach
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So far from it, those political deliverances are to this day trea-
snred as most precious testimonies, which must not be im-
paived by any whispered suspicion of their impropriety. Lven
in the treaty of amity between themselves and us, the tenderest
solicitude was shown to protect them from being supposed to
be withdrawn. The political issue then is precisely the same
to-day, as 1t was a quarter of a century ago. If in the past the
letter of the Constitution was too frail a barrier to protect the
Church agaiost the swelling tide of political enthusiasm, how
much less will it restrain in the future, when undermined by
this fatal precedent.

Fathers and brethren, all this is said in your presence with
profoundest sorrow. Were. there no covenant of forgiveness
between the two Churches formerly existing as one, this matter
is too solemn to be looked upon in any other Mght than the
honor of our great King. There is a loyalty to be cherished,
sehich is higher than allegiance to any potentate on earth; and
there iz & patriotism, which should call for more passionate ex-
pression than can be evoked by any conntry upon the globe.
God is our witness that nothing could yield us such joy as to be

“henceforth discharged from the necessity of bearing special

testimony to the non-secular character of the Christian Church.
If this principle could be enshrined in the hearts of men with
the sacred confidence of former years, louder halielujahs would
not be heard than in this Southern Church-—ordained, throngh
her mere existence, to bear silent and constant testimony for
the crown rights of owr Lord and Redeemer.

A single principle, however important, may seem to many a
narrow platform on which to stand; but, for this very reasou,
the testimony, because single, may be the more pointed. In
the folds of this one question, many truths of vital import are
implicated: the nature of the Church, and the functions she is
called to fulfil; the rightful supremacy of her Head, and the
binding anthority of the laws he has enacted; the temptations
and perils to which she is exposed, and the notable connexion
Detween corrnption in doctrine and the perversion of her gov-
ernment. These, without minuter specification, enter into the
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matter of this controversy, augmenting the value of the testi-
meny we have been compelled, amidst much veproach, to de-
lver to the worid. :

Let us see if there are not features in this case requiring the
attention of the Chureh to be concentrated upon a single issue,
unmixed with others of equal or 11101'e.com1na11cli11g importance.
Tirst of all is the obtrusive fact, that the errcr which we com-
bat clings to the Christian Church in every land except our
own. Ifis an error so venerable with age, that an assawlt npon
it is regarded with the horror of saciilege. The sensitiveaess
with which the brethren from whom we differ receive the
slightest eriticism npon their political <deliverances, is typical of
the reverence with which an estaplished Clhurch everywhers
views the nnion which binds it to the State. Through immemeo-
rial usage, it has become so dependent upon civil patronage that a
divorce betiveen the twois thought to threaten her with instant
destruction.  The shackles which are put upon her limbs come
to be viewed as ornaments of grace, rendering “the Iling’s
daughter more glorious within, and more £t to enter the King’s
palace.” How shall the spell of this strange delusion be broken,
except by fastening the gaze of Christendom upon this as an ex-
clusive and abscrhing issue?

In connexion with this, observe secoundly, that the ground-
swell of revolution which is shaking the continent cf Europe,
and threatening all existing institutions, must disturb the rela-
tions of the Church to the State. Fresent signs point to Chureh-
disestablishment threunghout Epgland, to be followed, in due
comrse of time, through Protestant Europe; whilst even the
Chureh of Rome has been taught a salutary lesson, in [taly it-
self, to restrain her ambition within the limits of her own Epis-
copacy. Is it nota little significant that, in the bosom of these
events, yet wholly disconnected from them,; a beacon-light
should be kindled upon this continent, throwing its gleam across
the waters—that a voice of protest should awake the echoes
slombering in the eathedrals of the Old World?

Consider, thirdly, that the ervor against which we have en-
tered a compulscry protest, presented itself in ifs most danger-
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ous form. In the past,it was generally the Chureh which was
strangled in the embrace of the State; and the struggle has
Leen to preserve her spiritual life and her chartered liberties
from being smothered in the uwonatural union. Here it was
the Church undertaking the function of the state, and nswping
its prevogative. It was the first step towards converting ‘the
Presbyterian Church inte the Papacy, constituting the “Xking-
dom not of this world” the most imperial and oppressive des-
potism upon the globe.

It is no unimportant mission to which we have been assigned
in the adorable providence of God—not lightly enfered upon
in 1861, not lightly to be abandoned in the futare. May grace
be given us to “preach this Gospel of the kingdom” until the
captive bride of Christ shall exchange her “fetiers of brass”
for “clothing of wrought gold”; when “the light of the moon
shall be upon her as the light of the sun, and the light of the
sun shall be sevenfold, as the light of seven days, in the day
that the Lord bindeth up the breach of the people, and healeth
the stroke of their wound.”

T1. Exception may be taken to the application of such ex-
pressions as “the kingdom of heaven,” and “the kingdom of
Grod,” to the visible, rather than to the invisible, Church. When
onr Lord said to Nicodemus, “ Except a man be born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God,” and when the apostle wrote,
“The kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but righteonsness
and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost,” ungnestionably the re-
ference is to the work of saving grace in the soul of the sinner
when be'is “turned from darkmess to light, and from the power
of Satan unto God.” DBeneath the two significations theve is
an underlying unity, so that the one is not invalidated by the
other. The Lord Jesus first establishes his kingdom in the
individual soul, and sits enthroned upon the affections through
the renewing and sanctifying power of the indwelling Spirit;
but all such are required to confess him before men, not in
such forms as shall seem pleasing to themselves, but by baptism
in his name and participation in the ordinance of the Supper.
Throngh these seals of the covenant, not only is their personal
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engrafting into Christ signified, but they are brought into &

Church-sstate, and profess public allegiance to Christ Jesus,
their King. Thus he who reigns in the believer rules over

him, and the inward kingdom of grace in the soul hecomes the
outward kingdom of power in the Church; the Gospel of grace
becomes “the Gospel of the kingdom,” both in the hidden ex-
perience and in the external velations of the Christian.

If this be so, there is a doctrine of the Church, as well as a
doctrine of grace; and we have no more right to obliterate or
to obscure the one, than the other. They may not be of equal
importance, since it is more to be a Christian than to be a
churchman; but they alike test the spirit of obedience and sub-
mission to divine anthority. The same legal and Pharisaic
spirit must be cast out, and the same faith in the testimony of
God must be cherished, in the one sphere as in the other. The
sluner must lay aside his righteonsness and aceept the righteous-
nesg of Christ for justifieation ; the believer must postpone his
wisdom to the anthority which has ordained and equipped the
Chureh. He who honestly accepts Christ as his Redeemer, must
as honestly accept him as his Roler and XKing. Surely this re-
quires no argument beyond the statement of the case. If the
Church be the visible kingdom of Christ upon earth, which he

administers Trom heaven as a pure theoeracy, then is he abso-

Inte and supreme within her domain. His covenant is het only
charter, Lis Word her only constitution, his will Ler only law.
She has no officers whom he does not ordain, no function which
he does not assign, no work which he does not appoint, no sue-
cess which he does not decree. No authority is possessed by
Lier except that which is delegated from him who, in granting
to the Church the commission vpon which she acts, claims ©“all
power as given to him in heaven and in earth.”

These principles are acknowledged by us without a murmur
of dissent from any quarter; and it is not denied that, by this
unchallenged and supreme anthority, the preaching of the Word
has been committed to a class chosen and ordained to that spe-
cific function. Panl testifies that “the glovions Gospel of the
blessed God as committed to his trust,” and that, “Ueing
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counted faithful, he was put into the ministry.” *This charge”
he, in turn, “commits to lds son, Timothy,” instructing him -
how he “ghould behave in the bounse of God, which is the
Church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.”
This “gift that was in Tinothy” was not self-assumed, but was
“Iaid wpon him by the hand of the Preshytery.” And “the
things which Timothy had heard of Paul among many wit-
nesses, he must commit also to faithful men who shall be able
to teach others also.” Here is an official handing down of the
word of the Gospel to men whose fitness to receive the trust
has been approved, snd a commission formally given, by a
Chuxch court. The whole proceeding is orderly, and is de-
signed to recognize in the Church the suprewacy of him who
“gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evange-
lists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the
saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the
body of Chriet: till we all come in the unity of the faith, and
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unte a perfect wan, unto.
the messnre of the stature of the fulness of Christ.”

‘Whilst, therefore, it is alike the privilege and the duty of
every believer to spread the knowledge of the gospel and to
win eouls to Christ, no man has the right to enter upon the
role of a public teacher of religion who is not responsible to
some ecclesiastical anthority, by which he has been duly com-
missioned. The difference hetween the two cases is evident.
The private Christian, in lis personal appeals to men, moves
and acts within the sphere of the Church. If he succeeds in
leading a -sinner to the cross, he leads him alsc into the Church
of the living God; there is not the shadow of antagonism in
hig testimony to the testimony of the Chureh. But if the same
man, withont ecclesiastical authority of any sort, enters upon
the public preaching of the Word, going from city to city and
subordinating pastors as lay-workmen wnder him, he is so far
from representing the Church that his position is one of public
repudiation. Ilis appesl to the masses is that he comes to them
simply as a Christian, and thus stands upon broader ground than
the Oliurch; and to make this apparent, he ostentatiously refuses
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church-orders, expressly to emphasize his individual and irre-
sponsible attitude. Is not this to antagonize the Chureh? Nay,
more: is it not a manifest indictment of the Church as incom-
petent to the task of converting the world? Is it not equiva-
lent fo saying that, however usefnl the Church may be as a
fold in which to protect the flock,.or as a sehool in which to
train the converts for heaven, as an instrument of evangelism,
she is disabled simply because she is a chnrch.

Let it be understood, this eritieism does not descend into any
particularg, such as the piety or motives of these lay evange-
lists, or the methods they employ, or the results they achieve.
The question submitted is one of naked principle. Ilas the
Lord Jesus organized his Church npon earth? Did he insti-
tute an ordained ministry for the preaching of the Gospel?
Are we bound to respect his authority in the premises, or may
we supersede his arrapgements by devices more pleasing to
onrselves? Does not fidelity to owr Lord require that we shall
discountenance irregularities which are breaking down the de-
fences of the Church, and bringing her anthority and instita-
tions into contempt? How can we expect the children of to-
day to honor and revere the Church of God, when they see
that Church publicly disparaged, and that with applause, in the
very matter for which she was organized by her Divine head?
Let this evil proceed unchecked for two generations, and where
will any church organization be? What if the insurrection
should extend into our colleges and seminaries, and onr young
men say, what is the use of comswming time and morney, and
aflicting our souls with wearisome studies, and undergoing
vexations examinations, in which we may be dishonored at
lagt, when all that we have to do is to step to the front and
gain in an instant all the advantages of a free lance? And
why should they not say all this? If one may be irresponsible
upon the claim of a supernatural call from heaven, why should
any encounter the hazard of that injunction of the Master,
“lay hands suddenly upon no man?’ In a word, can those
meagures be commended, which from their nature, tend to
the disintegration of the Churel, so that nothing shall e
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left of her precicus form but the atoms of which it was com-
posed ?

If in these utterances I jar against the opinions of any of my
brethren, I crave their indulgence. I am this day enforcing
the clajms of the Church as the kingdom of the Redeemer.
We have entered a complaint against those who cast us out
twenty-five years ago, that the principles imbedded in their
Constitution they annulled in their practice. Will it not be a
similar fault if we announce in our creed the supremacy of our
King, and then proceed to explode the very Chureh in which
and over which he reigns? The desire for the conversion of
sinners is & grand and holy passion, but it was just as strong in
the bosom of Jesus as in any of us; yet he contravened no law
of the Jewish Church, which was soon to pass away, declaring
his purpose “to fulfil all righteousness.” Iven of him it is
written, “ 8o also Christ glorified not himself to be made an
high priest; but he that said unto himn, Thou art my Son: to-day
have I Legotten thee.” There is really no stopping-place be-
tween the recognition of an organized Church and an ordained
ministry, and the Plymouth platform, which openly repudiates
both. '

ITT. Only one topie remains to be signalized—the relation
which the Church sustains to the written word. In & theo-
cratic kingdom, such ag this, the King, being divine, must be
supreme, the powers delegated from him being simply declara-
tive and executive. This will must be conveyed in successive
disclosures through aceredited messengers, or be entirely com-
prehended in an attested revelation. Such a complete code is
furnished the CUbureh in the Holy Scriptures, which, from their
nature, must be accepted as 2 sacred trust. It was an advan-
tage to the ancient Church that “unto it were comumitted the
oracles of God,” “to whom,” says the apostle, “pertaineth the
adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of
the law, and the service of God, and the promises.” How
much larger is the deposit with the Christian Church of the
completed canon, embracing both the Testaments! How much
clearer “the adoption,” carried into effect throngh wnion with
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Christ and birth of the Holy Ghost! How much brighter
“the glory,” when shared with our exalted Lord in his- Fa-
ther’s presence! How much firmer “the covenants,” when ful-
filled by him in owr behalf! How much lighter the yoke of
“the law,” in the obedience of faith and of love! How much
purer “the worship,” in the communion of the Spirit!  And
how much sweeter ““the promises,” as pledges of grace from
Lim in whom they are all “yea and amen”! These Seriptures
are given, an enlarged trust, to the Christian Church, to be ac-
cepted and embraced, to be preserved in their original integ-
rity, to be interpreted and expounded, to be faithfully trans-
lated inte all languages and dialects, and to Dbe preached to
every soul of man upon earth. They are a necessity to the
Luman race, and as mmeh intended for universal diffusion as
the sunlight or the air. The mere possession of these records
constitutes the Ohurch an’evangelist, even though the command
had never been formally issued, “Go ye into all the world, and
preach the Gospel to every creature.” The affections of the re-
newed heart, like the sepalate strings of a harp, blend their
notes in the melody of praise to him who has vedetmed wus
with his own blood. Shall not all these hearts in the collective
Chureh throb with the single purpose of conveying this Gospel
t0 the corners of the earth, unsil the echoing voices shall swell
the grand diapason, “The kingdoms of this world are become
the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign
for ever and ever” !

Tt is scarcely necessary to add that the ingpired word must
be of final anthority in all that it discloses. Human specula-
tions, however ingenious, and hwmman reagonings, Lowever
specious, must yield to its testimony, whether contained in the
¢ Thus saith the Lord ? of the Old Testament, or in the ¢ Verily,
verily, L say unto you” of the New. It follows of necessity
that its authority is as independent as it is final. It speaks al-
ways with its own voice, and utters its own meaning: “ Bind
np the testimony,” saith Jehovah of old to the prophet, “gsal
the law among my disciples;” “To the law and the testimony,
if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is
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no light in them.” The principle is fandamental, and cannot
be waived; the meaning of the word is to be found within the
word, and no meaning is to be imported into it from abroad.
Tet the investigations of men be as free as the human mind
can desirve, in all directions, in earth, air or sea; their conclu-
sions cannot be injected into the Seriptures, to assign a mean-
ing whieh cannot be legitimately dednced from their own lan-
guage. The Bible must stand upon its own base, fnterpreting
itself by itself, and uttering only the truth its Divine author
hes given it to deliver. Without this principle, the world can
never have that assnrance of truth which comes from the con-
currence of separate witnesses in the same testimony; and from.
this principle the Church cannot depart without cutting away
the very foundation upon which she stands, tossed into the air
to drift like su empty balloon with all the crosscurrents of
human specnlation and fancy.

Fathers and brethren, it has not been eagy for me to utter all
this in your hLearing to-day. When first informed of my ap-
pointment by the last Assewnbly fo this service, my spirit was
oppressed. I could not be certain how far, in presenting my
own views, T should be able to reflect those of the Church at
large. In this age of almost licentions liberalism, when every
conceivable trath is brought into question, no speaker can tell
whether he may not be treading upon forpedoes which will
esplode beneath his feet. There was but one resource to me,
to utter with unhesitating frankness the convictions of my own
mind, and to ask you to accept them as the confession of one
who painfully recognizes that he belongs to the generation
whicl: is past. It is at least a testimony to principles which he
has labored through a lifetime to establish, and to which, in
his judgment, the Church must ever retrn for her own pro-
tection and repose. If, however, there be no escape from the
clash of steel in forensic debate, there is comfort in the hope
that the disputants will sit down together at last upon the
mount of God, and heal their wounds with the leaves from the
tree of life.






