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anwise. Now, of the good opinion of my Clristian
brethren, T am by no means, regardless. T feel that
I owe to my own reputation something—and more to
that of a good cause, and of an useful and horourable
class of men. Hence these pages.

They have been prepared the more willingly, be-
cause the subject of them is, in our community, com-
paratively new. And I grieve te know, that to some
of my fellow Christians, the character, the station, the
duties—even the name of Foreign Missionary, carry
with them all the odium, but not any of the charm of
novelty. This despised name-1 lLiave assumed. These
duties and this character and station I hail, as soon to
become my privilege and my glory. But I frankly
acknowledge, that I desire relief from public odium
for myself and for my colleagues. 1 desire we may -
havey what I trust we deserve, the respect due to all “
upright men. It is painful to wear what one knows 1o
be viewed as a badge of dishonour, even though ene
may be conscious of its meriting no " contempt. It is
grievous to find ungenerous and unfounded charges
recorded in the publie prints, against a ¢ompany of
men with whom one is voluntarily, yea, I may say.
proudly associated ; especially when we consider how
many Christians are deprived of the sources of cor-
rect Missionary intelligence, ‘and are hence liable to
great mistake, from the falsehood and the filth of a
licentious press.

I do not become a Foreign Missionary under the
impression, that my native land has been thoroughly
pervaded by the Gospel. I should be ashamed to be
s0 ignorant. ¥ know we have many destitute Churches,
—and room for the establishment of Churches as
many more. Notone half the population of any of our
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farge cities or towns are church-going people. 1
know that a vast multitude of children here, are with-
out the benefits of Sunday School instruction, and early

growing up into a maturity of vice. Iknew that many
{amilies are without the Bible. [ know that Intem-

perance and many other abominations greatly prevail.,
1 know that we need Seamens’ Ministers and City
Missionaries, and Evangelists to visit the destitute
Churehes: and pious, prudent, intelligent white preach-
ors to our servants. For four years these circumstan-
590 have been duly <onsidered in my deliberations
concerning a Foreign Mission. T have weighed them
<arefuily and prayerfuily. They have received every
advantage which my own natural inclinations, and the
wishes of my friends could impart. But they have
not prevailed.  Great as are our domestic necessities,
I have been unable to convince myself, that it is my
duty to remain in America ! Why? Simply because
T hear alouder call from Asia. Our Saviour’s ascend-
ing command, bids us evangelize the whole world.
But his ministers are chiefly confined to a small por-
tion of the carth. Very few Americans (hardly any
from the South) have left their country to go to more
destitute Jands.  All seem oceupied in locking down
at the contracted space around their own feet. Instead
of the telescope, we are using the microscope. In-
stead of all mankind, we think only of our own coun-
trymen.  Instead of the whole harvest, we are anx-
ious about reaping only the produce of a little corner.
Instcad of the whole glory of THE SAVIOUR OF
MANKIND, we are strivine to win for Jesus, only
adim and lustreless diadem. I desire not that such
views and feelings should be mine. It is the duty of
the Church of Christ, aud it should be my endeavour,
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* to litt up the eyes and look round about.™ Our
Master has instructed us to teach all nations. He has
allotted us our work upon a great scale. We must,
therefore, * attempt great things, and expect great
things.”’* :

We are destitute in regard to religious privileges
at the Seuth—but we are not tofally destitute. What
other destitution can equal that which is total? It is
commonly said, *“we have heathen at home”—but it
is as false as it is common. We have no heathen among
us; or, if we have, I never saw them. What sacred
river do we worship in Carolina ?—Where are our
Idols of wood and stone 7 Where is the car of Jug-
gernaut?  Where its bloody and obscene worship?
‘What mothers, here,. cast their children into a living
grave? What widows, here, burn with their hushands®
remains?

Fathers and Brethren—let us not trifle with tuuth
and with duty. The means of grace are in the hands
of all our countrymen. What one of them is, or need
be, ignorant of the Gospel? The Burmans are com-
ing hundreds of miles to beg Dr. Judson for books, to
tell them of Jesus and of God. If our countrymen
would ride fen miles, or would walk five, they could
hear the glad tidings almost every Sabbath. Every
where in foreign lands, the pagan intellect is awaken-
ing from its long sleep. Every where do the heathen
stretch forth the hand and crave the word of life. I
these circumstances, when our own countrymen put
away from them the word of God, do they not * ad-
judge themselves unworthy of eternal life ;* and may
we not lawfully “ turn unto the Gentiles 2’ Is not the

* The motto of Wm. Carey, D. D. Baptist Missionary ta
India. . L L
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finger of Providence pointing some of us far hence to
those lands where Ministers of Christ are seven hun-
dred times more searce than here ; but where the peo-
ple are so much more eager than our community to
receive their message o*

It will be very casy to state the reasons of my em-
barkation in the Foreign Missionary service. The
only commission which authorizes any Minister of
Christ to preach, is in these words, (or in words equi-
valent) “ Go ye into all the world, and preach the
Glospel to cvery creature.”  Here, then, is the foundae
tion on which my views of duty are built.t

No man is prepared to preach the Gospel at all,
who dees not breathe, in some measure, the spirit of
this apostolical commission. To evangelize ALL
THE WORLD, is the duty here cnjoined. And the
Church, with her ministers, must be concerned to per-
form thiz whole duty. Now, it is manifest, that this
apostolical commission does not authorize any geogra-
phical divisions of the ficld here exhibited, The term
“all the world,” includes foreign lands with our own.
All lands and countries are here placed upon a level.
No especial command is given each Christian to preach
the Gospel in his own native land particularly. ‘The
spirit of the injunction is ¢ thy country is the world ;
thy countrymen, mankind.”  Just such it has appeared
to me, should be my spirit—and the spirit of every
other Christian and Minister of the Gospel.

* Itis very lately thata canoe arrived at the Sandwich Isl,
:ands from other islands, distant 300 miles, with the intelligence-
‘that having heard of the Missionaries, they had cast gway
their Idols, and had now come for teachers.

+ Ought not the first inquiry with every candidate for the
Ministry to be, as Pearce has remarked, To what part.of THE'
WORLD doesthis commission send me?

*
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- But, having reduced all claims upon one’s sersices
‘to this common level, how is one to choose between
them? He is to determine his choice upon two or
three plain principles. :

Flirst, he is to observe the leadings of Divine Provi-
dence. : '

In reference to his becoming a F oreign Missionary,
these will be either favourable or unfavourable. IHas
he an aged mother depending on his attentions for her
support ?  Has e a blind sister or lame brother com-
mitted to his charge by their dying father? And is
there no suitable person to whom these objects of his
care may be transferred? 1Is he in debt to a consi-
derable amount, and does his ability to pay it, depend
upon his remaining in this country? Has he mar-
vied, or engaged to marry a wife, who is not a suitable
person for such an undertaking 2 Has he already, in
the providence of God, been clearly called to occupy
some very peculiarly important situation in the service
‘of Christ in this land? For instance: is he an aged
professor in some valued Theological Seminary, and is
his continuance in that office, apparently of vital im-
portance to the Institution? Or, is he Pastor of a
Church in some centre of influence, surrounded by
many foes to the truth, as well as by a great and
increasing multitude of subjects, just waiting to be
moulded hlybhis plastic hand—and is that Church really
so circumstanced, that if he leaves them they will, to
all human appearance, certainly be left destitute—and
does the blessing of God manifestly rest upon his influ-
ence and attend his preaching there?—Then the in-
fluence derivable from a consideration of the dealings of
God's providence with him is, that unto him is not
given this “grace of preaching to Gentiles the un-

searchable riches.” He must labour a¢ home for the
conversion of the world. FHis brethren “ have gone
down the well ;7 let him “ hold fast by the rope I'*

But if at the same time his soul burns to be a For-
eign Missionary, and he cannot endure to be deterred
irom this high calling, let him remember, prayer can
remove mountains, and might “open to him a great
and effectual door.” Gordon Hall was ready to work
his passage to India, when it seemed as if all other
means of his getting there were likely to fail. But
prayer opened his way, and prayer kept it open too,
ceven when ten thousand obstaclest afterwards arose to-
close it fast forever.j

But is one free from any of these providential hind-
rances—then, unlike the former, whose duty is already
made plain, he must pass on to other considerations.
To him the providence of God does not say, “thou

¥ These are the words uttered by Dr. Carey, at the forma-
tion of the Baptist Society for pro pagating the Gospel among
the Heathen, in the year 1792. T}louwh there had been collec-
ted only the paltry sum of £13 2s. Gd—though the Christian
public were, by no means prepared to sustain the object, he
yet volunteered to go to India, and thus descend the well ifthey
would hold the rope. When arrived there, under numerous
and pressing difficulties, he wrote home, that he “would re-
joice in having undertaken the work, even though he should
Rcrisl; Gil] the attempt.”—See Brown’s History of Missions, vol.
1L p. .

t See Life of Gordon Hall, recent] i
B g 3 y .published by Rev.

b When VYm. Milne, D. D. who died, after Iabouring ten
years in China, applied to the Committce at Aberdeen, by
whom it was to be decided, whether he should be acee' -
as a_candidate for Missionary labours, a leadi member of
the Committee said, “he could not recommend humn as a Mis-
sionary, but would not object to recommend him as a servant to
some mission, provided -he was willing to go in that capacity.
When this proposal was made to Mi ne, ﬁe immédiately re-
plied with a most animated countenance, “Yes, Sir, certamly ;
I am willing to be any thing, so that I am in the work-"—S¢e
Clinese Rep.” Dee. 1832, p. 318,
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shalt nof run.” Neither does it bid him depart far
hence.” It is silent—unless indeed his case is of spe~
cial character. Such cases do exist. Fis is such an
one, whose mrinistrations are for a long time and re-
markably unblessed, although he be a pastor and
beloved. Letsuch a man begin to inquire, whether
he ought, or ought not to be a Foreign Missionary; and
if other circumstances do not forbid, why should he not
argue from his want of success here, that his Master
would have him in some Lybian desert, on some
Egean Isle, or any where else than the very place he
occupies. “ Go ye into all the world.”

Be it, however, that one’s case is not special. Be
it, that the leadings of Divine Providence neither de-
termine him to carry the good word abroad, ner to
disseminate it at home. Solong as it does not for-
bid his becoming a Missionary, he must never be con-
tented until he has asked and answered two other
questions.

Left at liberty by Divine Providence to go orto stay,
where are my services most needed *—and where can
they occomplish the most good? 4

Now, according to the tenor of a candid and en-
lightened 1_"ep]y to these two questions, he must, with
honest resolution, determine to act, whether it be fa-
vourable or unfavourable to his own wishes, or those of
his friends.

Fathers and Brethren, how could I doubt on such
questions?

I looked abroad upon my own land and beheld the
fairest of all pictures in the history of nations. My
country free, prosperous, ehlightened, Christian! Rc:
ligion unshackledl The Bible, in their own tongue,
accessible to all classes of society! The Church, de-
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livered from the thraldom of a union with the State !
I beheld in the hands of that Church, a vast amount
of moral machinery—and mighty results following its
operation. I saw her eight thousand Ministers of va-
rious evangelical denominations. I saw her fifteen
hundred thousand professing members—and among
them a large number of Elders of the Church, assist-
ing in various ways their brethren * who labour in the
word and doctrine.” I beheld those nurseries of the
Church, where were gathered eight hundred thousand
Sabbath School children and their teachers. I beheld
her education societies with their fifteen hundred
young men buckling on their armour to fight her bat- *
tles. . I saw her multiplied associations rolling back
the swelling, burning waves of Intemperance—that
curse of all civilized communities. ¥ beheld her Bible
and Tract and Domestic Missionary Societies—a glor-
ious array with Christ at their head. Did I not well
to think my country comparatively safe? What, though
the enemies of truth have begun to exert themselves ?
What, though the swarms which have long infested
France, ltaly and Ireland, eating out their substance,
while they enchained their intellect and destroyed their
souls, have lately come to our shores? Need we fear
them? No! He that is with us is greater than he
that is with them. Only let us be faithfal to Christ,
and we shall not be overcome. We have a machinery
in operation on which we may safely depend. We
have an instrument to wield double edged, of heavenly
temper keen. It is God’s word! It is Christ’s Gos~
pel.  And we have hands enough to wield it, if we will
but call up every energy. It is a mistake to say we
arc weak. Noac—not even we ourselves know the
full measure of our strength. Let us all, unite our
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moral influence, and there shall be no power of ¢artl;
able to withstand. Behold the progress of religion
already among us. Look back five or ten years, and
ask what was at that time the condition of the Churches
in America, and especiolly at the South. What a con-
trast between that time and the present? Whence
this contrast? It has been owing mainly to revivals
of religion. These have transformed the face of the
whole Church. And have we not Revivals of religion
still? Yes! blessed be their divine Author, we have.
And having them, we may hope the greatest and the.
best things for the Church and for our country !

Now beholding these glories here, what did T behold
among the heathen? - Blackness and darkness and the
shadow of death! N, liberty, no light, no love is
there: No Minsiters of the Gospel there dispense its
blessings, except those few Missionaries of the Cross
whose little band I 2o to join.

Fathers and Brethren, would you forbid this small
addition to their number ? There is not more than one
American Missionary to six millions of benighted pa-
gans. ‘Here we have for twelve millions, not less
.than cight thousand Ministers. Our Ministers at home,
b.ear to our Mijssionaries. abroad, the proportion of
eight thousand to ope hundred.®*  While our country-
men bear to the men of heathen lands, that of on.lv
t_we]ve millions to six hundred millions. It is. there-
fore, a solemn fact, that the American Church lhas,
Up to this day, sent out to the whole unevangelized
world, so small a number of her Ministers, that their

g
* There are one hundred American Missionaries,—of course

it o rsely i
IS proper to confine ourselves to a comparison of the nun.

ber we here rescroed, with the number gpe have sent to she Hes
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ap}ritual wants are no more supplied, than would be
those of all our Church, providing only fwo Ministers
were to be found in our whole land. Nor indeed so
much. For we have Bibles and Tracts and Sunday
Schools with their Teachers, and also pious Laymens
An incalcalable amount eof other moral influences
are here.  Should some desolating pestilence cut off,
in one night, every Minister of Christ in the Uuited
States, save one in the north-east corner of Maine, and
one in the south-wets corner of Louisiana, we should
be even then incalculably more spiritually rich than
is now the pagan world. In these circumstances, who
can pretend to object to Foreign Missions, that they
are draining eur country of money, or of Ministers?
In these circumstances, could T doubt that I am morc
needed in a foreign than in my own land? In thesc
circumstances, could T venture to increase the dispro-
portion between our foreign and domestic obligations,
and our foreign and domestic discharges of obligation?
In these circumsatnces, could I add one more to those
members who, though sent into all the world, have
gathered together into one corner of it—and who,
though desirous to do the utmost possible amount of
good, are neglecting large and more open fields, for
those more circumseribed in limits, and yet compara-
tively crowded with labourers?

My answer to the first question, has therefore been,
any services, however small, are more needed abroad
than at home. ‘

Fo the second question it is of similar tenor. They
greatly mistake, who suppose Foreign Missionaries are
doing, or can do but little good. In every point of
view, a Foreign Mission opens a wider sphere of use-
fulness; than is occupied by Ministers generally in our
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own “‘Churches. If I did not believe so, T should ngr
leave my country. ¢ Let* no man, depreciating my
motives, and ignorant of my prospects, insinuate that I
wish to throw away my life. I wish, I expect to be

* greatly useful.”

Itis true, the good results of Missionary effort, are
not always, nor generally immediate. In some cases,
Missionaries have been scven years toiling, without
receiving -one token of their usefulness.  But this does
not disprove my position. - For we must view these
results upon the large scale, and through a long course
of time. A Foreign Missionary, like an emigrant to
the great Western Valley, must reap his harvest upon
ground now covered with rugged oaks, and still more
rugged rocks. These incumbrances must be cleared
away ere he can plough.or sow or gather in his grain
And to convert the forest and the stony ground into
the fruitful field, is the work not -of days, but of years.
Yet is it not true, that in the course of twenty years,
the western woodman grows more grain, antl acquires
a more substantial property, than if commencing with
no greater capital, he had spent the same period on
the exhausted soil of the old States? . Compare fifty
years of Missionary life and labours on the part of
twelve or twenty men, with the same term spent by
the same men at home, This will test the truth.
Give these twenty Missionaries time to clear away the
rubbish of ages—to acquire the. native language—to.
learn the native character and prejudices—to establish
the press—io prepare and publish books—to educate
the children.  Then ask what they have accom-
plished towards the conversion of the whole werld, and

* Ses Farewell Address of Dr. Parker, Missionary to China,

N,
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¥ consent you judge accordingly of the merits of For- :
cign Missions. - : s .
I will instance the Sandwich Islands Missionaries.
It is not yet twenty years, since the first of their num-
ber landed on these barbarous, nay, &rutal shores.
The natives were, at that time, mere savages. Their
naked forms, théir long dishevelled hair, their haggard
visage, made it almost questionable if they were really
men. Even the Sailors who carried out our Brethren,
said, * you can not live here with these—you must
return.” . They were not only naked of clothing, but
of all comforts—naked of character, intelligence, .of
every virtue. They were nationally, socially, indivi-
dually degraded. Between the periods of Captain
Cook’s visit and that of the Missionaries, their num-
hers had meost remarkably decreased, insomuch that
the Islands were threatened with entire depopulation.
‘One cause of this was, a loathsome disease, offspring
of their vices, universally spreading its deadly conta-
gion.*  Another, their murders of infants. *The pe-
riod of sickness,” says a well known Missionary,
““when the Christian mother’s infant is to her an object
of the most intense solicitude, is the very one when a
Sandwich Island mother feels in her child a burden she
will not endure. She stifles its cries for a moment
with her hand, hurries it into a grave already pre-
pared for the purpose, and tramples to a level with her
feet, the ground under which the offspring of her-bosom
is strnggling in the agqpies of death.” T heard the
same witness testify, that he had known a husband, in
a fit of anger with his wife, te seize their infant child,
break its back across his knee, and then cast it into

Y
* Let it never be forgotten, that this desease Was first car-
zied there by Europeans and Americans.
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ich was rolling at theirfeet. It is behey-
?(; (:l(::: l:\:(?-]thirds of the children were thus dfsl:));tf
in ,infancy. Some mothers were }moy{n toT\lz;: -5,
stroyed five, six, eight, a.n'd edﬁeleven.”{]g d:.
Mr. Ellis, an English Missm'nary to the Socvlle )l' da m;
does not ‘‘ remember meetmg{f‘ ‘;‘(xlt};a(:?‘e \\1:10(1 1;:'1(1 o
i ign of ldolatry, ¢ 2
ix:::;?:; igm}%a;g: 1]: gthe blood of her ?ﬂ'spring.”
her ! )
NOIt( ‘i)sllznrl(;‘g such a people twenty or thirt_v?AmeAl:.aix
Missionaries have spent the la.st ﬁft.cen yiaz.‘ \ t -,
not twenty, or certainly not thirty, because this ;;mne‘
ber has been gradually reached by successive reinfore
Ire Mission.
me]:?t (::h:n have they done? They ]mve. lrauaﬁ»nlnod
the whole face of things! Individually, socially, nimon;
allyt—these Missionaries—no! not these, but the Gespe
of’Ch"m' bas elevated Sandwich Island s:.n'a.g::“s to
the dignity of men ! They are mot all Christians,
Far, \'ver\' far from it. Only four or five thousand arr;
such in_the judgment of charity, and for I'CZISOIYIS 0
prudence, only four or five hundred of these ]1afe a;
yet been admitted to the Church. Bu.t, 'ﬁfty ’fhousand
of them are in the schools of the ‘Mlssnon.anes-—da‘nd
over these schools, there are more tl.xafm six lfu}] ‘e',
native assistant teachers. The Chn.snan rehglo; 1'5
theilaw of the land. The Sabbath is an hol_;‘/ fd).
The people attend worship in congregations o ;or;
one to four thousand. An assembly of seven hundre
they consider a thin meeting. Who shall dare to say,
that twenty years more may not find the whole. p0pu(;
latiom converted? And if they should, then, Iflstea
of twesty or one hundred, there will be a nation of
Missiomasies in the South Seas, Then shall we nos
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fieed to send thither any more American Missionaries,
at a vast expense of money and of time, Difficulties
in acquiring the language or manners

of the people,
it will then no longer be necess

ary Lo encounter and
overcome. For the whole nation will be Christian, and

not only will the Gospel be maintained among them-
selves, but they will themselves send it to other islands.
Thus shall it sfread north and south, east and west, as
from a common centre. They will carry it to China,
to New Holland, to Borneo; Celebes and Sumat;a.
In view of these things, I ask who would blot out
all that is, and blight the hope of all that shall be at
the Sandwich Islands, and roll back the wheels of tinie
into the year 1819, in order that he might detain at
home these twenty Missionaries? Had they remained
here, they would have supplied the wants of twenty
or more of our destitute Churches, and been the means
of much good in various ways—but would they have
transformed “a nation —would they have gathered an
army of Missionaries, reared on the right spot, and in
the use of the right language, and in the knowledge of
the right manners, for accomplishing the highest possible
amount of good? These twenty Missionaries all went
forth amid the sneers of the irreligious, and the dis-
couragements of cven the:good. By the one class, they
were tidiculed as the Don Quixotes of modern knight
crrantry ; and by the other, they were warned not to
tempt Providence, by rushing upon needless dangers,
and exhorted not to leave their own country destitute,
while searching out the destitute of other lands. But
3s it not manifest, that they did well and wisely ?
If this be manifest, T claim an application by anti-
cipation, of this conclusion to my prespective course,

!
|
|
..
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The usefulness of the Foreign 1\'1issionafy. is 1:‘:
comprised in one department, any more th:an ‘-t.lst?ﬂw
passed in one year and onue age. He mu?t give s
heathen—ecivilization, arts, agriculture, science, llter"t
ture, religion, every thing great or ggod. 1s' tus.z
mean or unimportant undertaking? He must t’lcqtu:n
the language of a foreign people, perhap? md\'en =
alphabet and prepare a grammar, and thus ';vh :xce -
language to a written form and r‘nethoc.!. en ml‘.«
he teach the people to read this their own mof er
tongue. He must translate the Bible. * He n{ust “1:](0
books; and procuring, establishing, and supermtcn(lhng
the press, he must publish these books to the heathen..
In order to theirbeing read and nnderstoodt he mus}v
gain and must employ a correct kmm‘l.cd.ge of a!l tl‘wn
;mjudixm. so that his language and his llluﬂm.no‘ns o;
divite truth, may be accommodated to the limits o
their understandin=, and to their habits of‘lbought. He:
must establish schools, and then academies, and then
colleges of a yet higher grade, so as to educate.the
risin'; generation. And while doing so for the riSm‘g,
he must strain every nerve end employ every moment
and exercise every faculty, to transform in char.actcr
and customs the gencration that is risem. .Such.ls the

. high calling of a Foreign Missionary. This ca.llmg :e
maust fulfil alone; for save one or two companions, he
is alone and far away from every human helper. .Hg
is alone amid enémies. Alone he lifts his arm against
antiquated superstitions, * defended .by reverence, de-
fended by power.” The temple which he builds, is to
base its foundations where lies the rubbish of agcs,.all:
which rubbish he must remove. That light with \‘vluch
e would startle millions of henightéd men, is hiddexn

¥ V7

from their eyes by a thick black veil; but heavy and
“impervious as it is, he must venture on the attempt to
rend it from the top to the bottom with his single hand.
Fathersand Brethren! bear with me, while, like the
Apostle, I seek to magnify mine office. The F oreign
Missionary is not the Paster of one Church, but the
teacher of a NATION. Gutzlafi’s whole conduct, as
well as his relations, justifies him in caliing all the
Chincese * his parishioners.” How truly are Morrison
and Judson the property of all China and all Burmah?
Eliot was the Indian Evangelist. Schwartz was the
Benefactor of Hindostan in its whole length and
breadth. Yes! and the Missionary is more than the
Teacher of a Nation! His harvest, he reaps not in
the full during his own life, or during the life of his
1 generation. Of all the good ever to be accomplished
in his mission, he perhaps may have laid the founda-
tion.  And if he have not himself founded the mis-
sion of which he forms a part, but is one of its Jjunior
members and sons, still he and each of his brethren
-with him, is a fountain sending out its own streams,
which streams are ever to widen and ‘deepen more
and more, until they meet in one broad ocean. Yes!
if there be one calling among men or angels of more
. uobleness than another—if there be one more exalting
and enlarging to the soul of him to whom it belongs—
if there be one more calculated than another, to com-
pensate by its own hidden springs of consolation for
the sacrifices which it may demand—if there be one
better deserving than another to be exempted from
buman ridicule, and at the same time more capable
than any other from the consciousness of. its own pos-
session of divine origin, to annihilate human opposi-
tion with the ﬁ;c‘)zwn of just and withering contempt——

- - s - . A = - j
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“if there be one more worthy than all otliers of the

desires of every enterptising youth in the Church of
Christ—it is that of the Foreign Missionary. Let s'uch
a man, weak as he is in himself, ‘ expect g_rea.).t things
and attempt great things.” Let him cherish lofty
aspirations after the glory of his God,‘ in the convter~
sion of the whole world, while he crucifies all se.lﬁsh-'
ness and all pride. Let him take fmlarged vxewsIi
He may well do so—for his commission embraces a
mankind, and it becomes him “to adopt beforchand
all future generations by a paternity of soul.". =%
But, Fathers and Brethren, enough of this .detal
my reasons. My mind has long been at. rest in them.
I am on my way to Asia. “I am going d‘O\Vl‘l the:
well, will you hold fast by the rope?” This lji(t)l:;
question. By all that is solemn in éternity, or pre
in the soul of masn, or melting in the love of Christ, b.y
Jove for his dear Church and the glory of his
xnm.lchgcy- be not mttofyt::;
sacred promises, but live for the conversion o
':::' me to inform you, that I go with the most
perfect cheerfulness to the high duties of my future sta~
tion. Not duty only, but honour and pleasu_re hl'{e-
wise invite me thither. The next ten yeaps will bring
changes of the deepest interest and importance over

the face of the whole heathen world. I pant for the-

ivi f helping to introduce these changes.
Pn“\l'tfed(;ubtspthit my prediction will be fulfilled?
Who can recall the events of the last ten years anp
% doubt? Who can behold the present state of the
whale moral, political, intellectual and natural world,
or can comsider the words of divine prophecy, and not
be certain that I have said what shall be seen?

I’
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“Glorious things of thee are spokén”
“Zion! city of our God!”

Wherever we turn our eyes we behold encourage-
ment! Obstacles are being removed day by day.
Every thing indicates a crisis in the history of the
world, and exhorts us to prayer and faith and hope.

I cannot refrain from the mention of some of these
encouraging signs of the times; for they have been
fraught with much comfort to my own soul.

Look where you will, Fathers and Brethren, and
you perceive two grand processes going forward. The
first is, one by which all the nations of the earth are
being brought within the reach and under the influ=
ence of the Church. The second, one by which the
Church herself is being prepared to exert her influence
for the conversion of the Nations.

Now, when this first process shall have been com-
pleted, and all the nations are within reach of the
Church, then one grand means by which Satan has
long retarded the coming of Christ’s kingdom, shall
have been wrested from the adversary’s hand. It has
long been the policy of Satan, to keep the world as
free as possible from the influence of the Church,
while it is the language of Christ, that the Church is the
salt of the Earth, and while it is the inference from this
language, that Christians must be diffused through

the mass, and come into contact with every part of the
mass, in order that it may be freed from putrefaction.
Hence Satan fosters in us every sclfish feeling—hence
he blows party spirit into raging flames—hence he
erects walls of separation between the children of
Adam—hence he encourages prejudice and every nar-
vow feeling—hence he quenches, by every possible

e i — -~
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means, that flame of love which would seek, with its
oxpansive and genial influence, to animate and bless
our brethren of mankind. And hence, on the other
hand, Christ bids us pray for and love and do good
unto all men—hence he commands us to go into all
the world and preach the Gospel to every creature—
hence in his adorable providence, he is removing every
separating wall, and bringing all men undf:r one sav-
ing influence. How is he doing this? He is doing tllxs
by annihilating differences between us and them. Dif-
erences of language, of manners, and of inte‘rests, for-
merly intervened between the Church which is charged
with divine and saving truth, and those who are per-
ishing for lack of knowledge. But now, the Mis‘si.on-
aries of the Cross have acquired, and are acquiring,
the manners of every race of men—and convincing
them that their true interests are common with ours,
and that they are all bound up together in Christ:
* Now, too, the translated Scriptures speak in one huc-
dred and fifty of the languages of men.* Moreover,
distance that once intervened between the Churchand
the heathen, is now fast being aunihilated by improved
modes of travelling, What if a few years more
should give us Steam-Boats across the Atlantic, as we
“have them now along our own dangerous coast? Steam
communicatien is now held between England and the
Levant.  What if Ibrahim Pasha of Egypt, fertile in
every expedient to improve his own country in arts
and wealth, should lay down a rail-road acress the
Isthmus of Suez? Or, what if the English project of
steam-boats on the Red Sea should be executed ? The

* The language of the late T. Charlton Henry, D. D. Pas-
tor of the 2d Presbyterian Church; Charleston, 8, C.
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six months voyage to India, would then become a
rapid flight of six weeks. How audible would then
become the cry of her perishing children for the bread
of life! How complete the Church’s facilities for
sending them relief!

If any man think these mere Utopian dreams, let
hiw remember what has occurred in our own country
during the last thirty years—our own country, where
it many places “ the man sces a city where the boy
saw a forest!”  Or let him listen to the fact, that in
Calcutta already, almost two hundred thousand sicca
rupees have been subscribed for the accomplishment of
this very Red Sea project.

It is interesting in this connection, to notice how
the great head of the Church bends to his own pur-
poses, the ways and means of men. The Greek lan-
guage was the language of the learned, and the vehicle
of their communications, and so the New Testameny
revelation was given to us in its form and its body
The Roman Empire was mistress of the whole world"
And so within the first three centuries, all this power
and this territory was, of God, made tributary to the
kingdom of his dear Son. And thusin these days the
commerce of Britain and America, found floating on
every sea, and whitening every harbour, is consecrateg

in part now, and shall be hereafter consecrated entirely
to the advancement of God’s purposes in the universal
diffusion of the Gospel. ¢ The ships of Tarshish,
which shall bring from far the sons of the Church, and
their gold and their silver with them,” are the pro-
phetic symbols under which reference was long ago
made to these two commercial countries of modern
times. - How remarkable, that that commerce which
is s0 important an anxiliary te the Missionary enter-
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prize, should have been transferred successively fromnt
Tyre and Venice and Genoa and Antwerp, to those
very lands where Christianity is most flourishing, and
,from whence, borne upon its wings, Christianity might
fly forth with the greatest rapidity to all nations. How
remarkable; that all India should have been brought
under the dominion of the little Island of Great Bri-
tain, situated at the antipodes of itself! Who can help
condemning this whole transaction so far as man is
concerned; and yet who can help acknowledging in it
all, the overruling hand of Providence? Already the
policy of Great Britain towards her East Indian sub-
jects, is almost completely reversed. She is now
anxious for the increase of Christian instruction among
them—a measure which she once feared to attempt,
lest her dominions should be drenched in blood, and
her authority expelled from the country! Who does
not hope yet to see the most blessed efiects resulting to
India, from this very connection with England? How
remarkable yet further, that England and America,
thus sharing between them the world’s commerce, are
united in the use of one language, and in the posses-
sion of common origin, common feelings, and com-
mon principles !  United thus, let them perform well
that great part which Providence has assigned them in
the conversion of mankind.

But again, the Lord is bringing all the world undex

the influence of the Church, by breaking the seals of

ignorance, which, up to the present time, have bound
down the nations. From heaven came down spoken lan-
guage into the mouths of men. Where but from hea-
ven was received the gift of language in a silent yet
speaking pagze? Among the many inventions sought
out by men, if there b2 ene more precious or extensive

o

®r lasting in its blessed influence than another—if tlere
be one more loud than all others in its demands upon
t'he Church for praise to God, as its giver and Author
it is the press. This is an instrument placed by Goci
in the hands of his Church. But at the same time, it
is one which, in a remarkable manner, he seems to’be
wielding with *his own secret and untraced, but Al-
mighty hand. The little silent preachers wfﬁch it
sends forth, for the most part are thrown peculiarly
upon the care of Providence. The tract and the Bible
enter the hovel of the heathen in many cases, wiihout‘
any Missionary to explain their contents, They ascend
the sacred rivers of Bengal—they climb the lofty Him-
maleh mountains of India—they penetrate the utmost
i'ectisses of Burmah—they surmount the walls of Can-
ton, and forcing their way through each of those s’;reets
and,into each of those dwellings, which the foot of m;
Christian  may defile, from thence they take their
flight through all the empire. The great wall of China
is no impediment to them. Jehovah is their guide,
and gives them a passage upon every breeze. Every
where among the heathen he leadeth them, when once
they have issued from the hands of his servants. No
burning sun consumes theJn as it doth the Missionary.
No snow, no rain, no mountain, ne river retards them }n
their course. They encounter the disciple of Confu-
cius, the worshipper of Gandama, the Hindoo tritheist,
and the haughty Mahommedan, all on a vantage ground.
They meet each one alone, when no human voice pro-
‘claiming Christ, is there to awake their prejudices, or
to stimulate their pride, or to arouse their wrath. God
aids them. They enlighten—-they convince—they
convert. And the day of Judgment only will make
nanifest, how much they are now doing towards pre-
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paring the heathen world for an humble reception of
our divine system.

The first Christian Missionaries were the A postles.

They were successful Missionaries, and filled the whole
world (then known) with the sound: of the Gospel.
But a change has passed over the scene, and the sub-
jects of their influence. The very countries which
they converted are now pagan, or worse than pagan.
Their victory was glorious, but it has not proved per-
manent. ‘Why? Had they not the same divine sys-
tem? Were they not armed with Inspiration? Yes!
But they did not have the press. They converted, but
they did not, and in the nature of things, they could
not permanently enlighten the nations. They have
long since gone to their rest. The people of their day,
who were converted by their preaching, have gone with
them. But the cultivated vineyards of the former,
bave been long since overgrown with weeds. The
children of the latter have been the prey of every false
doctrine. And we Gentiles and sons of Gentiles in
this far western world, must carry back the Gospel to
Smyrna and to Ephesus and to Jerusalem. And when
we go, we shall make permanent conquests. The con-
~versions made by'Missivonaries now, shall be accompa-
nied, if net preceded with instruction in reading, and
in every thing that will enlighten and enlarge the mind.
We shall give them the Bible in their own houses and in
their own language—a possession which hardly one in
one million enjoyed in Apostolic times. Every man
shall have his own copy of it, for we have little fear
that the Bible will injure the laity. And every man
will teach it to his children, and to his children’s chil-
dren, and thus our conquests shall be permanent.

——

2%

"Even now already the ignorant pri.de of Heathen
4ribes, begins to fade away before the‘hght of the Sun
of Righteousness. Once all the ('Jhlnege falled our
money “devil's money,” which, in the gt{ength of
their prejudices, they would batter and brlfxs-e‘to t?e
atmost, before they allowed its passage as c;(’nn. Once
they called our language ¢t devil’s ’tal. ,” and Our,-;
selves ¢ western barbarians,” or ¢ red bristled d(?vxls:
Once they considered it an infinite f:ondescensmt.l in
the ¢ golden feet,” to allow the trading of Amerxcz{n
or English ships with his subjects. O!.xce (as was be-
lieved) they would all join together in enforcmg. thg
laws égainst any foreigner who should enter the inte-
rior of their country. But now, strange to say, Gutz-
Jaff passes without molestation every where through
China. So far from injuring_h}s person, all save the
Mandarines, show him marked kindne_-!ss, and evten_ﬂey
dare not offend the populace by d{)mg ‘hlm violence.
He distributes tracts to eager multitudes, Whp crowd
aftér him into the water around his boat, and Pursue
him at the top of their speed on. land, pleadmgr for
& more of the good books,” whenever he would legve

them to carry some of these treasures to othef towns.
1 refer you for further particulars to h'IS journals, partix
cuiarly the last published in the Missionary Herald.

To the same work for February, 1834, 1 refgr you
for proofs, that Turkish ;n‘idé"i;"watie'?qg, and I{hat ligl'xst
has there dawned. And I refer you to Mr amsay
journals at Bombay, in the Missionary Her.ald,‘ for
proofs, that the dreadful institution .of Caste in i;a‘s:-
Fndia, is beginning to crumble—and vft mmust continue 3
crumble. It is grinding the people into the dust, a0
4t cannot last. There are many v»jho already hate it as
poison, and fea'r?’ not to express their feeNgs-




lnewspaper, in which they proclaim in the strop est
aflguz'a.ge t‘heu‘ h.atred of Hindooism, and theiy deiger-
l%lilnatlon, l'f possible, to destroy it What is this ?
! e press ! Thfe Press in India ! Apqg i, the lal;ds
;w:ntelhgent hatives too! And what shall be next?
ocan tell? T am no 4
prophet, nor the s
o R son of a pro-
8 at:;, bu.;lI doubt not that the complete overlhm\lz’ of
s 8, w;‘ follo(;v with the rapidity of lightning, as soon
ome few individuals are ind
uced to'comme
! siyid g nce the
:ork Os breaking its yoke from their pecks I am
. . «
]; €pared to e)fpect the greatest improvements wherever-
tle:r press begins to shed its light ol
he citizens of A o
thens in Georej
cit : g1a, and those
s(z;)]umbhm in South-Carolma, have lately done th nof
= : . em-
x r:zstte l;on}om of sending from each of-those places
0 V. <17 A . 1
p sia. \ better gift to that benighted cont.

ks and gems could pur-

But I have said not
: said, only that the whole
l\::lrl:lln :?;e coming under the influence of the C(;:::'ceiln
Chureh herself was Preparing to exert ove;

3
them be] lnﬂUEHCe aﬂd that, an lnﬂuence tavoul dble to
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foes waxes stronger, and becomes a confident bel‘nelf,
that she shall conquer. Moreover, knowledge of this
subject is increasing among us. And as the natu~
ral result of this increase, God’s people here are grow-
ing in love for this cause. Our monthly concerts of
prayer are, in many places, more interesting than any
other meetings. We begin to pity the poor Heathen
more. We contribute more liberally than formerly to
supply them with the good word. Some Christians
have begun to contribute from principle, and upon a
regular system. We are beginning to abandon the
notion, that we have a right to hoard up our money
while we live, if we will only bequeath it in a proper
manner, when Death forces us away from its enjoy-
ment and its worship. Strange as it w;;_cj}i}mve ap-
peared to us all in days not very long past, and strange
as it does now seem to some who are behind the age,
men can be found who give for the support of their
religion, as much as was given for a corresponding pur-
pose by the old Hebrews. Yes—and there are some
whose charities considerably exceed a tenth of their
income. Moreover, the number is increasing of those
who are adding te their other offerings upon this altar,
themselves or their children. Our young men are going
forth to the battle, and their mothers, in some casgs,
are found, like the spartan mothers of old, buckling on
their armour, and. giving them their shield, and bidding
them * either to bring it back, or to be brought back
upon it.””  Many mothers whom the world knows not,
have, in their own hearts, dedicated their infants to this
enterprize. Thus is Zion awaking and beginning to
shine. And my prayer is, that shemay continue to
shine, until she is scen fair as the sup, clear as the
moon, and terrible as an army with banners, Only




Iet her awake, call upon her God, and -upon her chii-
dren—only let her children be united and bold, be
éhterprizing, be enlarged in mind and in heart, and in
expectation and in plans, be humble and prayerful—and
all will be well.

Finally, my Fathers and Brethren, farewell. I com-
mend myself, and all my colleagues, and all the Hea-
tiggn to your affections, your sympathies, your prayers.
We need them. They need them. You can give
ghem, and will grow richer by the gift.

I will not attempt any further than this to obtrude
apon your notice my personal interests. A}; a fellow
citizen and a fellow Christian of yourselves, as a son
of the Southern Church, and as a Minister of Christ,
who has preachied in his Master’s name to many of
you, I haye asked you to remember me, and having
done so, I would forget myself in order to repeat again
and again my petition in behalf of the Heathen. Oh
think of their condition now, and anticipate their state
hereafier! Have you any tender feelings? Come,
then, here are * the bone of your bone, and the flesh
of your flesh,” lying outcast in the open field of ruin!
As Christ your Saviour pitied you, so likewise do ye
compassionate them !
~ On the knees of my spirit, F athers and Brethren, ¥
eatreat you forget them not. Small is the boon I ask
for them—your prayers, and your Bible, and some of
your Ministers. In yon far distant land we shall ex-
pect to meet you in the monthly concert. Will you
ever be absent from so interesting an assembly ? Can
any business be so important to you, as the junction of

Your prayers with ours, in order to the world’s conver-
sion? Are you not Christ’s, and love you not the
Xingdom of your dear Lord?

.
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If my life be spared, you shall not be uninformed of
what T may hereafter see or hear or suffer or attempt
to accomplish. Possibly T may write you from Tarsus,
the city of Paul—or even from Jerusalem, where your
Lord was crucified. T cannot conceive that a voice
from such a place, could fail to rouse your slumbering
zeal. But probably T shall send you tidings from
Ephesus, or from Smyrna. May I not pre-engage
your attention to what your Missionary may relate of
the state of the ‘“seven Churches of Asia,” and the
moral demands of the population among whom they
once flourished? To this end may I not recommend
to your patronage the Missionary Herald, a monthly
paper, which shall be one channel of my communica~
tions, as it is for those of most other American Mis=
sionaries. ‘

Oh who can think of a Mission to Asia Minor, and
not feel his bosom swell, and not have his eye kindle?
A Mission to Asia, the land of the sun! To Asia, the
land of antiquity! of primeval science and song! To
Asia, the first abode of Christianity! To Asia, the
now apostatized, degraded, benighted! Of such a
Mission, what shall the results be? Shall they be
honourable or inglorious? Under God, the prayers of
the Church must give the answer !

Brethren, be mindful ever of your high obligations !
Ye are traly the light of the world! Brethren, the
time of our conflict is short—the time of our redemp=
tion drawsth nigh. Bring up-all your energies to the
immediate discharge of those responsibilities with which
you are posting on to the judgment seat of Christ.
Oh'! how might you compass the green earth with
your influence, and thus compassing, fertilize and ren-
der it as the garden of the Lord!




American patriots! American philanthropists ! Ae-
vican Christians ! great are your privileges! great your
duties! How much you owe to God, and to the cause
of Christianity, and to the world!  How much too
you owe yourselves ! Keep pure your own fountains—
not because you owe nothing to other nations, but on
the _contrary, that you may be able to give them to
drink abundantly of your sweet and healthful waters.
Strengthen your stakes, and lengthen your cords at one
and the same time. Be anxious for the advancement
of Christ’s kingdom, both at home and abroad. Let
ALL THE WORLD of which this countryis a part,
be the object of your Christian beneficence. To this
end support the Southern Board of Foreign Missions,
and at the same time, endow and befriend the Southern
Theological Seminary. To this end send the Gos-
pel“to the heathen abroad, and at the same time, give
that Gospel to your destitute at home. You can do
both—though it will cost you some sacrifices. But
what of sacrifices in the cause of Christ? Give up
time and talents and property and health and friends
and life, and then y do nothing more than your
duty. For ye are not your own! Ye are the blood-
bought Church of Christ !

And now what shall my last word be'!

It is related of ‘the Rev. Dr. King, American Mis~
sionary to Greece, that on a certain occasion, when
about to separate, probably for life, from a very dear
friend, he spoke not:one word of farewell. In circum-
» gStances similar- to h:s, 1 would adopt his manner and
gse his mode offarewell more powerful than words. In

Mumt and solemn silence, he lifted his hand and

pointed to Heaven! This was all.  He was a pilgrim
wanderer on earth, There was his eternal home..
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