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ARTICLE I.

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AT ST. LOUIS.

Our Church was very fully represented at the last Assembly.

If we have counted rightly, L33 commissioners were present;

every Presbytery was represented, at least in part, excepting

only Sao Paulo, our Missionary Presbytery in Brazil; and not

counting that Presbytery, every commissioner was present, ex-

cepting three ruling elders. The body is now almost or quite

large enough. An overgrown Assembly is no blessing to any

Church.

Without designing any invidious comparisons, the marked

ability of the late Assembly may also be referred to. This cer-

tainly is a very great blessing to any Church—to have its highest

court filled with men of wisdom and learning and the grace of

God ; men competent to handle the grave questions which con-

cern the whole Church ;
" men that have understanding of the

times, to know what Israel ought to do."

It was a wise arrangement, as the late Assembly found by ex-

perience, to give the afternoons of the first four or five days to

the standing committees. Time is not lost, but saved by it.

Reports considered thoroughly in committee are apt to be quickly

and favorably disposed of by the body at large.

Last year the Northern Assembly met at St. Louis, with its

half a thousand commissioners. When our Assembly at Colum-

bus resolved to me^tjjbhis year in the same city, the Philadelphia
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Preshyterian declared that it was- a great venture for our "little

craft" to follow their immense ship into those waters. God help-

ing us, we have experienced no damage, but great advantage.

THE moderator's SERMON.

The Mod.erator's opening sermon was of rare excellence. The

subject discussed is of the most fundamental importance always,

but has special claims to our attention in these slack times. Dr.

Girardeau holds with Dr. Duff, that there is a fatal law of

degeneracy always operating amongst fallen men, even in the

very Church itself, and ever demanding constant intervention by

the Almighty to save mankind from immediate and final and

irretrievable ruin ; and moreover, that at the present time our

own Church gives some signs of being in the downward sweep of

that fatal law. The strength of Presbyterianism is in its firm

and fast hold of the Word, as setting before us the whole counsel

of God concerning all things necessary for his glory, man's sal-

vation, faith, and life, unto which nothing is at any time to be

added. The design of the discourse was to set forth the Word

as that only and perfect rule to which, as Calvin expresses it,

the Church is astricted. We deem the discussion so able and so

important, that we here place a summary of it before our readers,

laboring the while under only one apprehension, viz., lest the

brevity of the statement may do injustice to the argument.

The text was Matt, xxviii. 20 : '-Teaching them to observe all

things whatsoever I have commanded you." The preacher found

here a great principle, laying on the heart of the Church two

supreme obligations : (1) to evangelise all nations
; (2) to incul-

cate and maintain all the truth which the great Prophet has

taught. There are obviously two aspects of this second charge

—

positivelyy the Church is to teach all Christ has commanded
;

negatively/, she is prohibited from teaching anything which he

has not commanded. Here, then, is that principle tinctured with

the blood your Puritan, Covenanting, and Huguenot forefathers,

that whatever is not either explicitly or else implicitly commanded

in the Scriptures, is prohibited to the Church. She can utter

no new doctrine, make no new laws, ordain no new forms of gov-

ernment, invent no new modes of worship.
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The question to be discussed is, whether the Church has

any discretionary power. The Word and the Spirit are our

Supreme Judge in religion'. And has the Church any discretion,

or is she to be conformed in everything and at all times to the

written word.? .

This question is to be answered by means of an antecedent

one : What is the nature of the Church ? It is a supernatural

institute, to which God has given a supernatural rule of faith and

practice, complete and supreme. Her whole duty, then, man-

ifestly, is obedience to this rule; neither in the sphere of doctrine,

nor of government, nor of worship, can she add anything of her

own. This conclusion is obvious ; and yet the history of the

Church presents continual contradictions of it. The explanation

of this strange fact introduces us to the theory of discretion-

ary power. This is the secret of the Church's constant tendency

to degeneracy, by departing from the Word, her sufficient and

divine rule. This theory makes the Church the Lord's confiden-

tial agent, from whom he expects counsel and the amendment of

his ordinances, not obedience to the same. Her freedom is not

to be fettered nor her energies crippled by the constant demand

for a divine warrant. She is not to be tied to the letter of Scrip-

ture, for the Lord hath made her free. Wherever Scripture is

silent, there she may speak ; and she is at liberty to ordain what-

ever to her mind is not contrary to the general scope and spirit

of the word.

1. The first point discussed is the operation of this theory of

discretionary power on the sphere of doctrine. Under its inflii-

ence the claim is made for what is called, in high-sounding

phrase, the development of doctrine.

Now there is no question as to a divine development of doc-

trine in successive dispensations by the hands of patriarchs,

prophets, and apostles ; but the canon of Scripture having been

closed, has the Church any power to continue the development?

Again, there is no question as to the subjective development of

doctrine in the minds and to the knowledge of men—a develop-

ment, as Dr. Rainy expresses it, not of Scripture, nor from

Scripture, but up to Scripture, as the ultimate standard.
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But the question is as to an expansion and enlargement of the

doctrinal system by substantive accretions. Here lies the very

core of the theory before us.

As Rome defends this theory, it is conceded that the alleged

development does not proceed by its own law, but is managed

and regulated by the Church. She is the real creator of the

new doctrines. But if the Church be thus inspired, let us have

her credentials for it. Let the Pope once raise the dead.

The Rationalist also defends this objective development of doc-

trine ; reason being with him, instead of the Church, for an

ultimate developing authority. And reason may abridge as well

as enlarge the doctrines. With tliis opponent our issue respects

mainlj the inspiration of the word. If the Bible be indeed in-

spired, it may not be subjected to the fallible judgments of the

human mind'.

Now, against all assertions of the development of doctrine in

the sense of positive additions to the Scripture, we accept its own

testimony, that it is perfect and complete. To talk of develop-

ing a complete rule is absurd ; to say that Scripture is not com-

plete is wicked.

But what of that development by i7iferences which our Con-

fessi(m sanctions ? That involves no additions to the doctrine.

That is the explicit evolution of what is implicitly contained in

the word, and is really a part of the original enunciation. Here

is no discretionary power lodged with the Church ; for the in-

ferences she may draw are such as logic nejessitates. Let the

Church confine herself to the deduction of good and necessary

consequences^ and she will never develop the doctrines and com-

mandments of men.

And h^re we meet a specious and dangerous form of this

theory, which claims that the creeds and confessions in which the

Church has logically arranged the doctrines of the Scripture shall

not bind thtf conscience nor shackle thought. Creeds are just

collections of the dogmas of men. To forbid the development of

doctrine beyond their limits, is a tyranny of the intellect. The

free, progressive, advanced thought of the age must not be

strapped down by old dogmas gone to sleep with the conflicts
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which gave them birth. The demand of the times is for untram-

melled development. The young, vigorous, exultant intellect of

this era will be satisfied with nothing less. If the Church will

cling to antiquated ideas, she will be left behind by the grand

army of progress, in its onward and triumphant march. This is

eloquent. All it needs to make it effective, is truth. The simple

question is, Do Church creeds reproduce faithfully the Scripture

doctrine? If they do not, the development required is to ex-

punge the faulty dogmas and insert better ones. If they do,

thus uttering Christ's word, these creeds have Christ's authority.

And the cry, Down with creeds ! then, means, Down with the

Bible ! These are not Christian views, but the children of Ra-

tionalism, brought to the font of the Church, and baptized under

the attractive names of Broad Church, Liberal Christianity, and

Progressive Thought.

And in the name of reason we would ask, why should confes-

sions of faith be rejected because they are old! What is there

in age to invalidate truth ? She is as old as God, and as im-

mortal as he. Is not the Bible old ? Has age made it worthless?

Is it not now, as it ever has been, the impregnable tower into

which the righteous runneth when pressed by the legions of the

pit? Has age made it decrepid ? Is it not now taking wings

like the Apocalyptic Angel, to fly in mid-heaven and blow the

trump of jubilee to the slaves of sin and death ? Is not nature

old? And are her laws inoperative because they began to "work

{rem the foundation of the world ? Are her ordinances worn out

because they are old ? Shine not the heavenly host with the

same lustre with which they beamed upon the plains of Uz, when

Job sang of the bands of Orion and the sweet influences of the

Pleiades ? And are the grand facts and doctrines of redemption

effete because they date back to the Promise, which, springing

like a bow from the abyss of the fall, has spanned the arch of

time? Is the panoply of God of no further service, because for

ages the darts of the devil have been driven in a fiery storm

against it ? And is Ihe Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word

of God, now useless and to be discarded, because in the'conflicts

of centuries it has run against the armor of error and the mail
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of hell ? No : the difficulty with these confessions—^the battle-

torn standards of the Church—is not that they are antiquated

;

it is that they are as young and vigorous as ever. The light of

immortal youth, which rests upon the divine Word, kindles upon

them. Their crime is, that they too faithfully represent God's

authority—that they restrain the license of speculation, call the

students of truth into the school of Christ, and bind his yoke

upon their necks.

2. The second point of discussion relates to the sphere of gov-

ernment. To suppose that Scripture gives no constitution for

the supernatural kingdom of Christ on the earth, is to impeach

his divine wisdom. But it is said no definite form is given, only

the essential principles ; that is, government in the generalj but

no form in particular. Now we can understand the proposition

that Christ has given no government at all ; we can perceive in

the abstract the logical distinction between the generic notion of

government and the different species which may be contained

under it ; but it passes our ability to comprehend how, in the

concrete, an organised society can be under government in the

general, but under no particular form of government. It is like

thinking away all the distinctive marks which characterise a thing,

and then attempting to form a notion of the thing itself. If

Christ has in his Word ordained any government at all for his

Church, it must be one capable of being realised in a definite

form. Has he done this ? Well, the essential elements of a

government are laws, officers, courts ; and each of these is re-

vealed in the New Testament. There are a particular sort of

officers, courts peculiarly composed, and a specific principle dis-

tinguishing the mode of administering this government from

every other, viz., the principle of government by representative

assemblies, which discriminates this polity from Prelacy on the one

hand, and Independency on the other. Now the extent to which

the Church has discretionary power in the sphere of government

is in ordering the circumstances of time, place, and decorum

—

circumstances, all of them, common to human actions and so-

cieties. She can make no laws, create no offices, institute no
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modes of government. Her power and duty are alike summed

up, in absolute conformity to the written word.

3. The same line of argument applies to the Church's power

in the matter of public worship ; for that belongs to the Church,

and all that is predicable of it is not predicable of the family or

the social circle.

But there is no divine institution in respect to which natural

wisdom and natural taste are so apt to arrogate discretion as this.

It involves the aesthetic element in our nature ; the imagination

and the sensibilities, as well as the reason, plead for a share in

the control of this matter. A cultivated carnality begs, clamors,

storms for some license here. But let it never be forgotten that

will-worship, under every dispensation of religion, has been the

special object of divine denunciation and wrath.

There are certain well known modes of worship revealed by

Christ in his word. The Church has no discretionary power to

introduce any others. Such is the clear doctrine of our Stand-

ards, and of the best and truest Reformers.

But our Confession admits the right of the Church to order

some circumstances concerning the worship of God. What is

the nature of these ? As Dr. Thornwell has well said : They

are the concomitants of an action without which it cannot be

done at all, or not with decency and decorum. Public worship

requires public assemblies, and these require some time and place

of meeting, and some costume and posture. These are the cir-

cumstances which the Church may regulate ; circumstances at-

tending an action, not appendages to an action-. The Church

may not appoint appendages. These do not belong to the sub-

stance of the action, nor yet surround it so that it cannot be per-

formed without them, A liturgy is a circumstance of this sort.

Such is the doctrine of one vho was a master of the Presbyte-

rian system ; such was the doctrine of Calvin and Owen, of

Cunningham and Breckinridge ; such the doctrine of the Re-

formed Church of France, of the Puritans of England ; such

the doctrine to which, by the grace of God, the practice of the

Free Church of Scotland and of the Presbyterian Church in
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Ireland, in an age of growing laxity, still continues to be con-

formed.

There are three criteria by which the kind of circumstances

falling under the discretionary power of the Church may be de-

termined : firsts they are not qualities or modes of the act of

worship ; secondly, they are common to the acts of all societies
;

and tJiirdly, they are conditions necessary to the performance

of the acts of worship. Take, now. a liturgy which is an

appendage to one of the acts of public worship, viz., prayer,

and bring it to the test of these criteria. It cannot abide

the first, because it is a mode of the act of prayer itself.

It cannot abide the second, because it is not common to all human

actions and societies. It cannot abide the third, because a liturgy

is not a condition necessary to the act of prayer itself. The

other strict and proper act of worship is the singing of praise.

Let it be observed, it is not praise, but the singing of praise.

This distinction is precisely drawn by the New Testament and

by our Standards. Now, let us submit instrumental music, wliich

has been made an appendage to the singing of praise, to the test

of the three criteria. First, this is a mode in which the act of

the singing of prjtise is performed. Secondly, this is not a cir-

cumstance common to all human societies. Thirdly^ this is not

something without which the singing of praise cannot be per-

formed. This line of argument ought to be conclusive with all

Presbyterians against ranking instrumental music in public wor-

ship with the circumstances falling under the Church's discretion.

And therefore to justify it, one must prove that it is of the com-

manded things which the apostles taught the Church.

What has been said on this last point is not the dictate of a

captious or arrogant spirit, but the offspring of a solemn convic-

tion of the duty of the Church, and her danger in departing

from the word.

This admirable discourse was closed with an earnest presenta-

tion of the idea that the Church is not only the divinely commis-

sioned publisher, but likewise the divinely commanded conserv-

ator of the truth. Conservation and ai^ixression are twin duties

of the Church. To maintain is as important as to propagate the
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truth. In her onward march, the Churoh must not neglect her

base line. We are »ot without our perils. The law of degener-

acy is written on all the past, and we may not fondly dream

that our Church will be found outside its scope. In the best

Churches of Protestantism, we behold a growing Jatitudinarianism.

Pefections and struggles are before us.. Perilous titaes are coming.

Seducers are waxing worse, deceiving and being deceived. We
may not doubt that as the hopes of the Ohurch sank into the

grave of Jesus just before the ascending gluries of the Apostolic

Reformation, and as they again de^<jended into the sepulchrejust

before the resurrection light of the Protestant Eeformation, so

they will again decline into the gloom of a wide-spread apostasy

aiid a mighty tribulation, just before the Morning ,Star of the

Millennial Reformation shall beam amidst the rifted elouds of an

ecclesiastical night. Protestantism itself will need to be reformed.

What, (then, is the oourie w^hich our own beloved Church is

called fey the Head to pursue ? What, fatljers and brethren, what?

What, youthful students and thinkers, into whose hjwids, under

God, the destinies of this Church—her type of faith, thought,

and action, of doctrine, polity, and worship, are to be intrusted

when the actors in her early organisation shall bave mouldered

into dust ? What, ye ruling elders, responsible and honored guard-

ians of each little flock, as it rests in its own particular fold ?

What is the great, paramount vocation of this Church? While

yet in the body of her mother, she struggled, as conscious even

then of a separate individuality, against the Esau of discretionary

power; and the first breath of her independent historic existence

was expended in protest against error and testimony for truth.

Conformity to the Word was the reason of her separate being;

let conformity to the Word be tbe law of its development—con-

formity to the Word, diose, implicit, undeviating in doctrine,

gDvernment, and woirship. The opportunity furnished us is in-

expr-essibly grand. Freed fnom the^confliot of antagonistic ideas,

almost a unit ourselves, we have the moulding and fashioning of a'

Church in our hands. What will we do with her ? Let us rise

to the greatness of the occasion. Let us endeavor, by graoe, to

make this Church as perfect a speeiraen of scriptural truth, c^der,

VOL. XXVI., NO. 4—2.
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and worship as the imperfections of the present state will permit.

Let us take her by the hand and lead her to the Word alone. Let

us pass the Reformers, let us pass the Fathers, uncovering our

heads to them in token of our profound appreciation of their

labors for truth, and heartily receiving from them all they speak

in accordance with the Word ; but let us pass on and pause not,

until with our sacred charge we reach the Oracles of God, and

with her bow at the Master's feet, and listen to the Master's voice.

Let obedience to the Word of Christ in all things be the law of

her life ; so that when the day of review shall come, and section

after section of the universal Church shall halt for judgment be-

fore the great Inspector himself, although, no doubt, there will

be much of unfaithfulness of life that will draw upon his for-

giveness, his eye may detect no departure from his Word in her

principles, her order, and her worship. He cannot discredit; his

own commands ; and that Church will receive his chief enco-

miums which has been most closely conformed to his Word. Let

us strive for that glory.

ELECTIOK OF THE MODERATOR.

Drs. Lefevre and Hoge were nominated, but at the earnest

request of the former his name was withdrawn and Dr. Hoge

was chosen by acclamation. He discharged the duties of his high

office in an eminently satisfactory way. Very felicitous were his

responses to the salutations borne to our Church from correspond-

ing bodies, and very edifying his manner of conducting the daily

religious services. The devotional element is said to have been

very prevalent, and the "singing of praise" with the voices of

the whole body, led by the commanding voice of Mr. Penick of

North Carolina, to have been "grandly impressive."

report on foreign missions.

Excepting the heavy debt with which the year closed, never

did the work of the Committee wear a brighter aspect;—a larger

* number of missionaries, more efficient schools, more diffusion of

the truth printed, preaching in more languages and with greater

power, new churches organised, and converts at almost every

station and at some in considerable numbers.
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We have six missionary stations in the Indian country, one in

Mexico, two in Colombia, two in Brazil, one in Italy, two in

Grreece, and two in China—in all sixteen, with twenty-seven or-

dained missionaries (of whom eight are natives) and twenty-seven

assistant missionaries, together with sixteen native helpers—in all

a body of seventy laborers. In the schools are upwards of four

hundred pupils.

The receipts for the year were as follows : .

From churches and individuals.

Women's Missionary Associations,

Sabbath-schools, ....
Balance from last year, . . ,

a

ii

$31,711 41

4,455 33

6,067 55

2,056 48

$44,290 77

The expenditures amount to $58,913.95, so that the debt

amounts to $14,623.18. It does not belong, however, to the last

year alone, but to the last two years, for it includes the payment

of several heavy dr:ifts for outlays of preceding year, which (as

was anticipated by the last Report) reached the Treasurer shortly

after the close of the year just ended. This is always liable to

occur, and the more liable as the work expands. It had not ap-

peared to the last Assembly, or to the Committee, unreasonable

to expect that the receipts of the last year would amount to

$60,000, less than 60 cents per member. Till late in the year,

it was confidently hoped this amount would be realised. When
it became certain that it would not, it was too late to retrench

without incalculable damage to the work. It is to be observed,

however, that there has been no material falling off in the receipts.

Those named in the first line actually exceeded the previous

year's by more than $1,000, while those of the third line fell

short nearly the same amount. But the Women's Associations

more than doubled their previous year's contributions.

Only about one-half of our churches give any thing to Foreign

Missions, although there is an increase of seven in the number of

contributing churches. Three hundred of the contributing

churches do not give as much as $1*0 each, less than 10 cents

for each of their members.

/
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To pay the debt, meet the expenses of the next missionary

year, and send out a few more laborers, who are much needed,

will require at least $80,000. This will not be 75 cenata for each

of our memberi. *

REPORT ON SUSTENTATION, ETC., ETC.

Fifty-six of our sixty-four Presbyteries cooperate with the Ex-

ecutive Committee. Three of the remainder are on ground cared

for by the Foreign Missions Committee, so that but five of our

tome Presbyteries are not in active sympathy with the Assem-

bly's Committee. None of these are known to be opposed to the

principles or methods of Sustentation.

The Southern Aid Society of New York gav^e to our work the

past year $2,240. This friendly society being on the point of

dissolution, we are not to expect any further aid from it.

Collections have been received from 855 churches for Susten-

tation, from 415 for Evangelistic work, and from 556 for the In-

valid Fund. This is a small gain on the preceding year. Yet,

hot one-half of our churches contribute to Sustentation, not one-

fourth to Evangelistic work, and not one-third to the Invalid

Fund. Thus we have* an immense reserve force in our Presby-

teries, as yet unutilised.

The receipts for the year (not including the gift of the South-

ern Aid Society) have been $21,186.65. Last year they amount-

ed to $25,249.06, but that included a considerable legacy. The

regular contributions of the churches this year have exceeded

those of the last year by $2,651.07, and leaving out the contri-

butions from Missouri, there is a net gain of $2,158.27 from the

churches represented in the last annual report.

The payments to Presbyteries from this fund have been $15,-

751.24, besides the amount received from the Southern Aid

Society.

The receipts for the Evangelistic work have been about the

same as last year; for the Invalid Fund a little less ; for the

Colored Evangelistic work, very small, and chiefly from outside

of our own Church.

The investments for the Relief Fund amount now to $16,000.

Forty-seven of our sixty-one home Presbyteries have asked
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and received aid from the Sustentation Fund. One hundred and

fifty-three ministers, representing perhaps four hundred churches,

have been aided and assistance given in the erection of twelve

church buildings.

The aim of the Committee is to develope pastoral support and

awaken interest in the Sustehtation Fund, as the agency by

which really poor churches are helped to a supply of the ministry

of the word. Three Presbyteries report each one church re-

ceiving aid last year, which can this year do without help. Seven

Presbyteries report a decrease in the average of pastoral support;

eleven an increase of the average. Five Presbyterial Commit-

tees report that no efficient means are used to bring the duty of

enlarged pastoral support to the attention of their congregations.

In seventeen Presbyteries the proper grouping of churches so as

to form accessible and self sustaining pastoral charges has not

been satisfactorily adjusted.

That the work has made progress is evinced from these facts,

to wit: (1) Nine additional Presbyteries cooperate; (2) pastoral

support has obtained some increase
; (8) the number of collec-

tions is increasing
; (4) the sum of receipts this year is increased

by 16 per cent., yet the pastors of many feeble churches are

living without adequate support. And this fund ought to be

largely increased in order for it to meet the legitimate demands

upon it. Much depends on the Committees into whose hands

Presbyteries place this interest of our Church, and especially

much on the chairman of the Presbyterial Committee.

On the Evangelistic work, reports have come from fifty- three

Presbyteries ; thirty-six of these cooperate with the Assembly's

scheme by enjoining collections in all their churches. In the re-

porting Presbyteries, thirty-five evangelists have been employed

for their whole time during the year past, and three for one-half

their time. Some few Presbyteries have two or more evangelists.

In many Presbyteries the work is done by details of pastors and

supplies s.ent to distant points either singly or by couples. Some

of our Presbyteries having territory well covered with churches

do not feel the need of evangelistic labor.

The Committee have sought to stimulate this kind of efibrts,
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especially in the newer regions, and to this end have made large

appropriations to the Southwest. Of course the selection of the

evangelist and the direction of his labors rests with the Presby-

teries. The only condition required by the Committee is, that

the work shall be conducted in accordance with the Assembly's

by-law. The main difficulty is to get the right men engaged.

Already in this field are some of the best ministers of our

Church. If our Zion is to go forward and fulfil her evident

mission, this branch of labor must be prosecuted with renewed

earnestness.

In regard to the Colored Evangelistic work, circulars exposi-

tory of the Assembly's plan were addressed to our ministers and

sessions, and also to the ministers of the Reformed Church in

America. The results have been meagre. The demands for help

in this line have not been large, but larger than the funds. Ap-

propriations have been made to the Presbyteries of Memphis,

Central Mississippi, and Central Texas—partly from the Susten-

tation Fund, for the lack of other means. It is hoped more may

be done during the current year. From none of our presbyterial

reports does it appear that any, except the Presbytery of Mem-
phis, is making earnest, extensive, and concerted efforts to evan-

gelise this race. A few Presbyteries report Sabbath-schools and

preaching by individual ministers.

Thus not more than a beginning has yet been made amongst

us in this field so inviting and demanding so imperatively our

attention. The obstacles are of no ordinary nature, and yet

patient labor will overcome them. The scheme of the Assembly

is acceptable to the colored people themselves, and seems to meet

almost universal approval in our Church. It is high time there

should be throughout our bounds a hearty and united effort to

give this people the gospel in its purest form, who do so much

need the regulative and elevating influence of Presbyterian doc-

trine and order. Faithful preachers of their own race should be

instructed and trained, churches of their own planted and nur-

tured, plain but comfortable houses of worship provided, and

Sabbath-schools organised and maintained.

The conclusion reached by the Committee, as to the "best
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method of providing for the training of colored candidates for the

ministry," which the last Assembly required should be considered,

is that for the present this can be best secured by private studies

under some approved divine of the Presbytery having charge of

the candidate.
'

• ; ^ , :
..

There being six annual collections already instituted by the

Assembly, it is suggested by the Committee that they should be

empowered to set aside, if necessary, 10 per cent, from the Sus-

tentation Fund for carrying forward this colored evangelistic

work.

From the Invalid Fund, appropriations have been made to

twenty- three aged and infirm ministers, and sixty four families of

deceased ministers. These have ranged from $25 to $300. The

whole amount has exceeded ten thousand dollars. It is beheved

that not a dollar has been unworthily bestowed. There are indi-

cations that the fund ought to be increased. This year $665 was

appropriated more than last year ;—last year $1,735 more than

the year previous. It would be indeed a pity, if hereafter any

curtailment of appropriations should be made necessary by de-

ficient receipts. For the past two years the funds have been

equal to the demands upon it. ts^vi; v; j/

On the lists of the Relief Fund, there are at present ninety-

four names. Just at the close of the year two contributors

departed this life—the Rev. Wm. Pinkerton, of the Synod of

Virginia, and the Rev. Wm. Banks, of the Synod of South

Carolina. The whole benefit accruing to the family of the former

has been paid, amounting to $860, he having paid in three annual

instalments of $30 each ; also the first annuity of $400 accruing

to the family of the latter, he having paid in four annual instal-

ments of $60 each, thus entitling his fimily to six: annual

payments of $400 each.

This fund now has $16,000 of invested bonds.

THE assembly's ACTION ON SUSTENTATION.

On the sixth day, in the evening, the Assembly held a mis-

sionary meeting to receive and act on the Standing Committee's

Report, through Dr. Stuart Robinson, chairman. The special

points of interest in that report, as the Assembly adopted it, were
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(1.) thanks returned to the Southern Aid Society
; (2) a call on

the churches to support the scheme for evangelising the colored

people, and authority given to, the Committee to use 5 per cent,

of the general Sustentation funds for this purpose, and a com-

mendation of the Sunday-school Union's work amongst these

people; (8) the approval of the Manual of Sustentation.

An eloquent and encouraging address was made by Dr. Stuart

Robinson, who was distressed at his own Synod's giving but

$1,000 and his own Presbytery but $400 to this cause. And
there are other Synods which do no better ; but he called no

names, for he was afraid of giving offence. He said he was afraid

of the Revivals, for they seem to be filling up the churches with

the same kind of material we have now—members of the Church

who do not worship God with their substance.

Dr. Palmer spoke tenderly and sweetly of the communion of

saints which this Sustentation cause realises. And be said that,

poor as we are, we can replenish this treasury as well as raise

the funds needed ^r the foreign work. It was a privilege also

to take care of the orphans pf the Church. He knew two widows

of ministers, whose only support for themselves and their chil-

dren was the $100 from this fund.

Dr. Ganse, of the Reformed Church, had little say but much

to feel. He had been riding two days to reach this place, and he

felt his heart expand as he met those representing the vast mis-

sionary fields of Georgia and Alabama, and the great, broad

Southwest. His church is accustomed to applaud the courage with

which we came up out of the strife and difficulties and discour-

agements of the past. Brighter days are coming. Sympathy

for you is coming too.

Dr. McIlvaine's address closed the meeting. He said our

Church will succeed. Her progress is onward. He saw it in

the signs of the times, and knew it from indications about which

he could not be mistaken. There had been material improve-

ment during the past year. The churches have given 16 per

cent, more in this year of hardness than last year. More

churches give than ever before. There is one Synod in which a

very large proportion of .all the churches g've. But some of you
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represent Presbyteries not one-sixth of whose churches have

given one cent to Sustentation ; and some to Presbyteries not

one-fifteenth of whose families have given one cent to support the

families of the deceased servants of the Lord. Some of our

ministers let a whole year pass without taking up a collection for

any cause. Nor is it only the \^eak and vacant churches that are

remiss, but many strong churches neglect it. There is need of

the exercise of authority—of authority tempered with grace.

REPORT ON EDUCATION.

Owing to interruptions from the removal of the Committee to

Memphis, the report covers only three-fourths of the year, which

closed April 1st. The Committee at Memphis began their work

with a debt )f $3,846.27, in the form chiefly of appropriations to

students which had not been paid. The liquidation of these

claims was judged the first duty to be done. It was accomplish-

ed by the month of December. But the amount now due to our

young men is $3,992.45, which it is hoped will shortly be reduced

to $2,000.

There is an increase of nearly fifty in the number of con-

tributing churches. Our candidates for the ministry, in all

stages of preparation and under different kinds of control, is not

less than one hundred and seventy. Of these ninety-two have

been under care of the Committee, fifty-six of them being students

of theology.

The receipts from all sources have been $15,214.79. The

Committee is now simply a disbursing agency, powerless to guard

against a misappropriation of funds. They invite the Assembly

to consider the possibility of enlarging their powers so as to givQ

them joint supervision with the Presbyteries, and to authorise them

to require quarterly reports of the standing, diligence, and piety

of each beneficiary. They ask the Assembly to enjoin upon the

Presbyteries the utmost vigilance in receiving candidates. The

too great facility of admission for candidates is prolific of evil.

Another obstacle in the way of the greatest usefulness of the

Committee is the independent position occupied by some of ouj'

Presbyteries.

VOL. XXVI., NO. 4—3.
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THE ASSEMBLY S ACTION ON EDUCATION.

Dr. Hendrick, chairman of Standing Committee, presented

its report on the sixth day. The chief points of it, were, (1)

urging on all the churches, especially the vacant ones, to do

something for this cause, in order to raise the $25,000 it needs

this year
; (2) enjoining on the Presbyteries greater vigilance and

care in receiving and recommending candidates for the ministry;

(3) that all our Presbyteries 'be recommended to cooperate, as

far as practicable, with the Committee at Memphis; (4) that the

chairman of the Executive Committee obtain from Professors in

seminaries, colleges, and schools, a quarterly report of the dili-

gence, progress, and standing of each beneficiary, these reports

to be furnished to the Presbytenes for their immediate action in

the premises
; (5) that the last Thursday of February be ap-

pointed as a day of special prayer for the outpouring of the

Spirit on our youth and our institutions of learning.

Dr. Chapman urged greater rigidness in the examination of

candidates by Presbyteries.

A lively debate followed, turning on the question, whether

reports of the conduct and standing of beneficiaries should be

made to the Executive Committee of Education, or to the Pres-

byterial Committees, or to both. Dr. Shearer maintained the

exclusive authority of Presbyteries. Dr. Boggs would have the

reports come to the Executive Committee and be sent by them to

the Presbyteries. Whereupon Dr. Shearer moved an amend-

ment to that eff'ect. Rev. W. Y. Wilson held this to be a

round-about way. He moved to amend by providing that the

chairmen of the Presbyterial Committees should receive the

reports. Drs. J. R. Wilson and Shearer urged that the Sec-

retary of Education was the proper channel through whom the

reports should be sent to the Presbyteries. Rev. W. V. Wilson

wished to keep the matter entirely out of the Executive Commit-

tee. It did not belong to them, but exclusively to the Presby-

teries. The round-about plan would work evil by causing

Presbyteries to feel released from their own proper duty. An-

other objection was, that after a while the rights of the Presby-

teries in this matter would be forgotten, and when asserted, the
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answer would be that the highest court of the Church must

regulate. Rev. H. G. Hill s^^mpathised in these views. He
was utterly opposed to the Secretary having any thing to do with

receiving reports of the scholarship and behavior of candidates.

Dr. BoGGS, as a member of the Executive Committee, desired

that the Assembly, without giving that Committee any jurisdic-

tion, should yet make it their duty to furnish information to the

Presbyteries respecting their candidates. They had already vol-

unteered opinions where they thought a case was flagrant and no

attention was paid to them. He said : I received not long ago a

letter from a man who had been engaged for a long time in the

Church's educational work. He stated to me that the most

serious objection he had to beneficiary education, was this—that

after twenty years of personal observation, he is persuaded that

a very considerable percentage of the young men passed through

our Colleges and Seminaries by this scheme, are in fact useless

to the Church after they have graduated. He feels the utter

weakness «f our scheme right there, and that unless some plan

can be devised to prevent the reception of a beneficiary education

upon too slight recommendation, the result will be that the whole

scheme will collapse and the Church suffer thereby. Dr.

Stuart Robinson said : There is no reason why the officer

there at the centre should not have some voice in this matter. It

is all good theory that the Presbyteries have the care of the can-

didates; it is also certain that it is the universal practice of the

Presbyteries to be very nervous about stopping improper men and

thereby offending their friends: and if they can divide the re-

sponsibility with the Secretary who does not know the family,

they are glad to do it. The Presbyteries have not the backbone

to stop a man who has not perhaps done anything immoral, but

simply has not the brains, and run the risk of offending him and

his kindred, perhaps a whole county. I hope the thing will

stand as it is. While the Presby':eries have the jurisdiction, the

misfortune is they will not and do not exercise it. Dr. Boggs

has thrown out a most important consideration, one that I am

alarmed at ; one that I hear almost every month and week, the

idea that is getting into the Church that the whole matter of

-fi^Sintbi^fl
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beneficiary education had better be given up, just for the reason

mentioned. I hope we shall try to arrange! matters so as to have

a stricter supervision. Without that, I believe it will have to be

given up. There is another matter I wanted to mention

—

whether we had not better change our system of Education and

confine appropriations to the students in Theological Seminaries

or in their last collegiate year, and call out their energysand that

of their friends to secure the preliminary training. We are

doing damage by taking them up in our arms and carrying them

along. Let them and their friends struggle to get them through

College, and let us take them through the Seminary. I knoW

how it has been in my own experience. I am not ashamed to

say that I was in difficulties once. Dr. Lefevre wished the

teports made both to the Secretary and the Presby terial Commit-

tees. Professor Martin joined him in this desire. No one

connected with a college or a theological school can be ignorant

that some stimulus is necessary. The Presbyteries are generally

lax. Owing to laxity of supervision, or perhaps "want of back-

bone," as Dr. Robinson has suggested, very unsuitable candi-

dates receive appropriations. This is a crying evil and is

jeopardising the whole scheme of beneficiary education. There

is growing opposition to it. He hoped the Assembly would

adopt any measure that promised to increase the vigor of Pres-

byterial supervision. There would be no diflficulty in hiving

duplicate reports sent forward. At Davidson College they do it

now. He moved to amend the amendment so as to have these

repor;ts sent both to the Executive and the Presbyterial Commit-

tees. The Rev. A. C. Hopkins preferred to have the Presby-

terial Committees alone receive these reports. Ruling elder

Livingston agreed with Dr. Robinson. He called for "the ques-

tion," and the call was sustained. Professor Martin's amend-

ment to the amendment was agreed to, and the amendment as

amended was adopted. Dr. Waddel, the Secretary, was then

heard, and the report as a whole was adopted.

For ourselves, we cordially agree with those who desired to see

the rights of the Presbyteries fully maintained. In fact, we

have always been of opinion that the education of their candi-

1
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dates would b^ better Teft altogether in thie hands of the indi-

vidual Presbyteries. But if the Church will manage it through

a committee of the Greneral Assembly, we can discover no objec-

tion to having duplicate reports respecting the candidates sent to

that Committee as well as the Presbyterial Committees.

REPORT ON PUBLICATION.

The receipts have been as follows

:

For general purposes of Committee, . . . $6,875 34

For business capital on Endowment Fund, , , 523 30

For the Publishing House, , , , . 7,395 42

Total from the churches.

From Merchandise,

" Borrowed money.

Rents,it
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paper, into which The Children s Friend shall be merged; while

The Earnest Worker and The Sower and the Grospel Field shall

also be merged into one, to be issued simultaneously at the two

publishing houses, one of these papers being published at Rich-

mond and the other at New York.

The account of the Publishing House stands as follows

:

Received from churches and individuals for the Building

Fund, ...... $16,631 39

From Rents, . . . . ' . .. 4,018 16

" Interest on Deposits, .... 62 64

Total resources.

Paid on Building,

Interest,

Insurance,

Repairs and fitting up, .

Agent's salary and expenses.

((

u
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mends collections on the first Sabbath in March for our Publication

interests, each church to specify the particular use to be made of

its contribution. The^i^A commends and returns thanks for the

services of the Rev. S. J. Baird, D. D., which were to close in

July. The sixth repeats advice of last Assembly, about stereo-

type plates. The seventh urges on Presbyteries the work of

colportage. The eighth is a reply to the overture from Presby-

tery of Memphis, touching retrenchment, and commends both

the prudence and the economy of the Committee. The ninth

opposes any removal of the Committee to St. Louis, and re-

appoints the same secretary and members of Committee.

This report gave rise to some debate. Dr. BoGGS favored

selling the house. He thought our publishing work a great mis-

take, and that the sale he advocated would be the beginning of a

change for the better. Corporations always were expensive

things when they went out of their legitimate work. He would

illustrate by Mr. McCombs, who, when he bought out a great

railway, sacrificed the machinery for working over old iron rails,

raying he could gain by having them done by others who give

their whole time to such work. Dr. Boggs was opposed to fos-

tering a homebred literature. The policy is wrong. The

Methodists and Baptists had tried it, flooding their churches with

books of which not one in a score is of any value. * Let private

parties publish, and our Committee only purchase from such the

right kind of supplies. He read a statement from an elder in

Tennessee, a business man, to show that the secretary is mis-

taken in saying the work of the Committee had supported itself.

Dr. Irvine maintained that it would not be for the honor of

this Assembly to sell that property and break up that establish-

ment. The experiment has not yet had a fair trial. Again, it

would not be fgiT the pecuniary interest of the church to sell that

property. This would be a dangerous if not ruinous policy.

The cost was $43,000. It is worth now 60,000, and yet it is

proposed to sell it for $31,000, half its value. It pays now, by

rents, 8J per cent, interest. When all the offices are finished,

there will be paid in annually more than the whole interest. Be-

sides, our people have paid already $14,000 on the debt. And
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what will you do with that ? Will you rob them ? Will you

rob God ? That is a sacred trust given you by God's people, and

you are bound to apply that money to the purpose for which it

was given.

Dr. Baird was heard in explanation, but his speech is not

reported satisfactorily, and we shall not attempt to reproduce his

statements, except the declaration that leading publishers in

New York and Philadelphia had expressed their astonishment

at our success, beginning a new enterprise without capital. He
had done his best, and the Committee the same.

The motion to sell was laid on the table, and the Standing

Committee's report was adopted.

CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE REFORMED CHURCH.

Of the two delegates from this body, the primarius^ elder

Jonathan Sturgis, having recently deceased, the secundus,

elder S. R. W. Heath, was introduced to the Assembly and in-

vited to the platform by the Moderator. In connexion with this

introduction, Dr. Palmer read the report of the Committees of

Conference of the Reformed Church and our own on the subject

of cooperation. The report set forth that it was agreed by the

two Committees that actual denominational work be commenced

betwixt the Churches, (1) in Publication; (2) in evangelising the

colored people of the South
; (3) in the establishment of but one

united Church by any contiguous Foreign Missions of the two

bodies
; (4) in theological education

; (5) in the interchange of

annual reports.

This report was referred to the Committee on Foreign Corres-

pondence, of which Dr. Joseph R. Wilson was the chairman.

CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE NORTHERN ASSEMBLY.

Dr. William Brown read the report. It had been unanim-

ously agreed betwixt the two Committees, that the Conference

should be held in private, and also by written communications,

but not to the exclusion of oral conferences whenever desired by

either side. It was opened on January the 7th, at evening, in

the lecture-room of the Franklin Street church, Baltimore, and

continued till the evening of January 15th, when, in joint ses-

sion, it was declared to be adjourned, sine die. According to
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the terms of the commission given by the Assembly of 1874,

*' the causes which have heretofore prevented fraternal relations

between the two Churches," and what was believed to be indis-

pensable for their "removal," were stated clearly and fully by

our Committee in the Conference. The "results" were laid be-

fore the Assembly, in a copy of the correspondence held by the

two Committees. The other party having asked consent to have

the correspondence published, this was readily granted by our

side, and accordingly it had appeared in all the papers of our

Church. But it was not known that any publication of it what-

ever had appeared on the part of the other Committee.

This report and correspondence were referred to the Committee

on Foreign Correspondence, which, on the fifth day, through its

chairman. Dr. J. R. Wilson, recommended the discharge of the

Committee of Conference from the further consideration of the

subject intrusted to them, and the adoption of the following

minute, which was unanimously adopted

:

This Assembly, in the name of the whole Church, tenders special

thanks to the Committee of Conference for the diligence, fidelity, and

Christian prudence with which they have discharged the delicate and

important trust committed to them ; and whilst regretting the failure

of the Conference as to its chief end, hereby approves in general the

course of the Committee, and, in particular, approves and endorses, as

satisfactory to the Southern Church, the condition precedent to fraternal

relations suggested by our Committee, viz. :
" If your Assembly could

see its way clear to say, in a few plain words, to this effect, That these

obnoxious things were gaid and done in times of great excitement, and

are to be regretted ; and that now, in a calm review, the imputations cast

upon the Southern Church,'' (of schism, heresy, and blasphemy,) "are dis-

approved, that would end the difficulty at once."

As part of the history of this matter, we here append the

minute adopted in the Northern Assembly. The reader will ob-

serve the bearing of the word present.

Resolved, That this Assembly deeply regrets that the negotiations in

reference to fraternal correspondence between the Presbyterian Church

in the United States of America and the Presbyterian Church in the

United States, (popularly known as the Presbyterian Church South,)

have failed ; that the Assembly deems it inexpedient to press the ques-

tion of fraternal relations at present- fey further negotiations, through the

VOL. XXVI., NO. 4—4.
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appointment of another committee ; at the same time the Assembly avails

itself of this opportunity to affirm unequivocally its confidence in the

integrity and Christian character of our brethren of the Southern

Church, and to declare that all the acts and deliverances of the Northern

Assemblies of which they complain are wholly null and void, and of no

binding efficacy as judgments of the Church we represent, or as rules of

proceeding for its Presbyteries and church sessions ; and that in so far

as they, or any of them, can be supposed to import any injurious im-

putations upon the ^re*ew^ character and standing of the churches and

members of the Southern Assembly as Christians and Presbyterians,

such an application of them would be unjust to them and would be disap-

proved and regretted by us ; and further, to reaffirm explicitly, in har-

mony with the repeated and emphatic deliverances of former Assemblies,

our hearty willingness and our earnest and sincere desire for the re-

establishment of fraternal relations between the two bodies, on terms and

conditions which shall be mutually honorable, and in the spirit of Chris-

tian charity, forbearance, and brotherly love, and that we await, in

charity and hope, the early coming of the day when we shall again min-

gle with our brethren of the Southern Church in Christian fellowship

and co-operation.

Just before the dissolution of our Assembly, Dr. Stuart Robin-

eon stated that on his reading this minute, he thought he saw that

it had been so framed as to put us into the position of not accept-

ing the "olive branch;" and so, with a view of estopping all

clamor about this olive branch, he took the responsibility of send-

ing the following telegram

:

St. Louis, May 29th.

To Rev, Robert Hays, or Moderator of General Assembly, Cleveland, Ohio

:

Will your Assembly strike out from minute on fraternal relations, the

word "present," before "character," and officially communicate resolu-

tion on Monday, by telegraph ? If so, I will propose to appoint dele-

gates. Stuart Robinson.

He had received no answer, but had observ^ed that they had

declined, in different forms, to do the very thing which he pro-

posed. The morning after our Assembly was dissolved. Dr.

Robinson received the following

:

Cleveland, 0., May 31st.

Rev. Dr. Stuart Robinson, General Assembly, St. Louis :

Our Assembly cannot, at this late hour, reconsider its action.

E. D. Morris.

It may be added, that in reply to Dr. Niccolls's fiery harangue
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in the Assembly at Cleveland, the Rev. Ben Ezra Styles Ely had

told them :
" There are those upon the floor of this house who

have letters now in their possession from leading men in the

Southern Assembly, expressing the same opinion as that of Dr.

Robinson, and indicating that if this Assembly would simply say

that any reflections upon the Christian character of the Southern

Church w^e to be regretted, they would be willing to appoint a

delegate from their Assembly in St. Louis to meet with us in

this General Assembly."

COMMITTEE ON COMMISSIONERS' AND CONTINGENT FUND.

This matter was at first referred to the Committee on System-

atic Benevolence ; but after discussion, was taken out of their

hands and referred to a Standing Committee on that subject, as

provided for by the last Assembly. On the seventh day, the

Rev. H. G. Hill, chairman, reported at length; and on the tenth

day, his report, after considerable discussion, in which Dr. Le-

FEVRE, Mr. Gordon, Dr. Robinson, Mr. Neil, Dr. J. R. Wil-

son, Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Brown, and Mr. Aiken took part, was

adopted. It confirms the action of the last Assembly, adopting

a system for defraying the expenses of commissioners and the

contingent expenses of the Assembly, by assessing each Presby-

tery so much for every church member in its bounds; the same

to be apportioned by the Presbyteries amongst their respective

churches. The money is to be paid over at the spring meetings

of Presbytery, and forwarded by the commissioners to the As-

sembly's Standing Committee, at whose call the apportionment

of each Presbytery and the bill of the travelling expenses of its

commissioners is to be presented. The Standing Committee, at

each Assembly, is to make an estimate of the expenses of the

next Assembly, including the journeys to and fro of its members,

and the per capita rate is to be determined accordingly. For the

next Assembly it is to be eight cents per member, designed to

raise the sum of at least $8,000. Any Presbytery declining to

cooperate, and preferring to pay the expenses of its own com-

missioners, is to contribute to the contingent fund at the rate of

two cents per member, the remaining six being supposed to be

what will pay the travelling expenses of its own commissioners.
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The main ground on which the scheme was urged, is, that the

distant Presbyteries ought not to have to pay so heavily in support

of the General Assembly, it not being their own business on

which they come, but the business of the^ whole Church ; and

not as any matter of charity to them, but in simple justice, the

expenses of the Assembly ought to be met by the whole Church,

the stronger Presbyteries paying much, and the weaker little.

The Church is one body, a free commonwealth ; its commission-

ers are sent from particular Presbyteries, but they do not repre-

sent each his own Presbytery, but the whole Church. They are

not deputies sent to do the bidding of their own constituents, but

they are general representatives, who hear all that is to be said

on every question, and then, guided by an intelligent compre-

hension of it, vote as the good of the whole Church, and not of

their own Presbytery, may require.

The main point of the opposition was, that the Form of Gov-

ernment, Chapter XXII., § iii., says, it is proper that expenses

be defrayed by the bodies represented. It was maintained that

the Assembly cannot require the whole Church to divide out the

Assembly's expenses pro rata amongst its members, because of

this provision of the Constitution. But it was properly answered

that there has grown up a practical interpretation of this pro-

vision, which makes it consist with assessments by the Assembly

laid on the stronger Presbyteries, with a view to lighten the bur-

den of the weaker, because this old custom has all the force of

law.

It seems to us that the provision of the Constitution in ques-

tion does not apply to the Presbyteries as distinct from the As-

sembly, but as distinct from the ministers and elders sent to

represent them. These are not to go at their own charges, but

the Presbyteries represented shall pay their way. If the As-

sembly finds it necessary to provide additionally towards this end,

surely the Constitution is in vain appealed to against any such

measure.

The measure now adopted, it was said, had been pronounced

against by a majority of the Presbyteries. We doubt whether

that can be fairly stated ; there was some misunderstanding of
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the matter when it came last before our Presbyteries. There is

no attempt to deprive any Presbytery of its freedom. They mj^y

cooperate with this scheme, or they may pay the expenses of

their own commissioners ; only those who do not choose to co-

operate, are expected by the highest court of our Church to

contribute to its contingent fund two cents per member.

But whilst we make little of the constitutional objection, it is

not our expectation that this measure will secure the general co-

operation of the Presbyteries. That ceremony prescribed to each

commissioner, of " stepping up to the Committee's office" and

handing in the apportionment on his Presbytery, and then his

own bill for travelling expenses, will kill the scheme. It would

kill one far more generally acceptable. Our Presbyteries will

for the most part, be non-cooperating, but they will, every one,

we hope and trust, send up the amounts assessed on them by the

Assembly.

PROPOSED EXCURSIONS.

The President of the Denver and South Park Railroad invited

the Assembly to take an excursion to Colorado. Thanks were

returned. The ladies of the church where the Assembly met

invited the Assembly to a lunch at the Fair-grounds, it being the

annual picnic of the children. Mr. Webb moved to accept.

Dr. Robinson said he would like to be there, but did not like

the idea of the Assembly adjourning to attend a picnic! He
would recognise every kindness offered, but did not care to go

into the sensational^ so prevalent amongst our brethren from

whom we have separated. Dr. Lefevre said it is always proper

for a court of the Church to return thanks for courtesy extended,

but the accepting formally any invitations, goes right across his

views of what is becoming. Mr. Webb modified his motion so

as simply to return thanks, and it was unanimously agreed to.

PLACE of next meeting.

Savannah was nominated, on the invitation of the First Presby-

terian church of that city, by the Rev. E. C. Gordon. Dr.

Palmer urged the acceptance of the invitation, and hoped no

other place would be put in nomination. That church was his

first pastoral charge, had struggled with great difficulties, has
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emerged gradually from obscurity, and is becoming an important

church. He pleaded also the general interests of Presbyterianism

in Savannah. Dr. Robinson said he had designed nominating

Louisville, but after Dr. Palmer's appeal he would not, unless

other places were nominated. Dr. Girardeau said Charleston

greatly desired the Assembly to meet there, but waived all claim

in favor of her sister city, Savannah. It was to be remembered,

also, that Savannah made this same request last year, but had

waived it in favor of St. Louis, because we had just then joyfully

welcomed our Missouri brethren. Here, then, in St. Louis, let

us now appoint Savannah for the next place of meeting. Dr. J.

R. Wilson said that Wilmington church had asked for the next

Assembly, but he would now prefer going to Savannah. Dr.

Robinson then moved that the. "vote be taken on Savannah

unanimously, by acclamation." And the vote was so taken.

CASE OF THE FIRST CHURCH, LOUISVILLE.

On the fourth day. Dr. Palmer presented the Judicial Com-

mittee's report upon this case. It could not be taken up as an

appeal, because the Rev J. J. Cooke, not having been "a party

aggrieved," in our technical sense of that term, could not appeal.

As a complaint, it might be entertained by the Assembly ; and

as all parties desired the decision of it to be made by this body,

(to which it has come,) over the head of the Synod of Kentucky,

the Committee recommend that the Assembly should take it up.

The whole difficuity arose from a difference of interpretation upon

one or two points of constitutional law. (1.) It is alleged in the

complaint that the Presbytery of Louisville, in receiving certain

memorials, and upon the allegations in them, proceeding to exer-

cise its visitorial powers in the First church, did, from the nature

of the charges, commence what was essentially ajudicial investi-

gation, which should, therefore, have been conducted under ju-

dicial forms. (2.) From the action of the Presbytery, in pro-

ceeding to an investigation, Dr. S. R. Wilson took an appeal to

a superior court, claiming that this must operate to suspend pro-

ceedings until it coild be settled in the higher court. Upon both

these points the Assembly might render a decision, and also upon

any others where the parties appeared <»pen to censure. Then,
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by remanding the case to the Presbytery of Louisville, with an

injunction to take it up from the beginning under these rulings,

opportunity would be afforded all parties to retrieve errors, and

the Assembly, in the teriderest way, would arbitrate between

brethren who, for their past fidelity to the truth and kingdom of

the Master, are entitled to the confidence and affection of the

whole Church. Then followed the usual recommendation of the

order of proceedings. .

A discussion then arose upon a motion by Dr. J. R. Wilson

to elect a commission of nine to review this case, decide it, and

present their decision to the Assembly for its confirmation or dis-

approval. Some of the speakers held that the Assembly had no

right to send the case to a commission ; some were clear that the

body did possess this right, and ought to exercise it in this case

;

and some, again, were favorable to a commission, but wished it

to consist of the members of the Judicial Committee. Dr. Le-

PEVRE accepted the principle of the commission, though not its

expediency in this case. Dr. Girardeau was clear that the

precedents of the Presbyterian Church would justify the appoint-

ment of a commission. And Dr. Palmer would very much pre-

fer that our Form and Discipline should provide for the trial of

every judicial case by commission rather than by the Assembly,

and make that commission a court of final verdict. He trusted

the time may come when that will be the case ; but as such

is not now our law, he objected to adopting that practice on the

hurry and spur of an occasion like this. Only make the com-

mission a true court, and then its decisions would be just as wise

and just as valid by, say, twelve men, as if by twelve hundred.

But when that practice is to be introduced, he wished it to be

done deliberately, after full discussion an^upon the naked ground

of the principle itself, rather than to meet the exigencies of any

particular case. Dr. J. R. Wilson insisted that the principle of

the commission is settled amongst us, and has long been acted

on. It is no new theory that the Assembly, or any other of our

courts, can act by commission. Every Executive Committee of

our Church is a commission as to the business committed to it.

These executive agencies tran&act business which the Assembly
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is unable to transact, not being in perpetual session. But then

their decisions and determinations are merely provisional, and

must be subjected to the revision of the Assembly, by which

alone they can get permanent authority. Now, Dr. Palmer had

said this case turned on points of constitutional order. Why,

then, could not a commission of nine or eleven bring before this

body these points, making them as luminous as light, bringing

them out distinctly, first as they emerge from the testimony, and

then pointing out clearly from the Constitution, or from custom

and precedent, what should be the decision of the Assembly in

the premises? In that way, if the business were well done, the

whole matter could be so concentrated in a few points as to the

facts, that we could ascertain them by a glance, and then the few

points of controversy could be speedily adjudicated.

It appears to us very clear, that the principle of commissions

generally is settled already amongst us, for it cannot be denied

that our Executive Committees are such, and moreover, that the

Assembly cannot do its work without them. And if all the other

affairs of the Church can be legitimately superintended by com-

missions, (which nevertheless must submit their action to the in-

spection and review of the supreme judicatory,) we are unable to

perceive why the particular business of hearing an appeal or

complaint may not be transacted in precisely the same way. A
large body cannot give its attention to all the details of an ordi-

nary judicial case. The thing is simply an impossibility. But a

smaller body can attend to and master these details, and can pre-

sent them intelligibly and fairly to the larger. The principle of

commissions is quite in harmony with Presbyterianism, which

regulates everything by a few acting in the room_ of the many.

The principle of the \^hole body managing everything itself di-

rectly, is the very genius of Congregationalism. What Judge

Clapp said, that no legislative body can delegate its legisla-

tive authority to any inferior body, and that on the same ground,

no judicial body can delegate its judicial power, is true; but

the principle of the commission delegates power of neither

sort. It only enables the court to get work done which it-

self cannot directly perform, while the final decision is kept
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in its own hand. Dr. Palmer's idea of the commission, how-

ever, would make it " a true court, rendering a final verdict."

This, we hold, would not be Presbyterian. We cannot make any

new court, as we cannot create any new officer. Scripture gives

us authority for the Session, a court ruling over one congrega-

tion ; and for the Presbytery, a court ruling over several asso-

ciated congregations ; and for the Synod or Assembly, a court

ruling over several Presbyteries, with their groups of congrega-

tions ; and we conceive that Scripture warrants (as Dr. Palmer

on another occasion pointed out,) the gathering of several Synods

or Assemblies all over the world, when the time shall come for it,

into one grand court—an (Ecumenieal Council. But it does not

seem to us that Scripture warrants " a true court," made out of

part of the Session, or the Presbytery, or the Synod, or the As-

sembly, and constituting a body separate from and independent

of each respectively. It is Presbyterian to do by committee the

inquiring, and by commission the inquiririg and acting, which

the court cannot do itself; but in every case of committee or

commission, there must be a report made for final judgment by

the appointing body. Our church courts are representative

bodies, and they may not delegate to other bodies either their

legislative or their judicial powers.

Judge HuNTON favored the motion for a commission. He had

read the discussion in the papers, and regarded it as most unfor-

tunate. Kentucky was famous for angry political discussions.

He would not say there had not been in those as much vitupera-

tion and bitter denunciation ; but he would say that in this, using

the language of a Georgia Judge, there had been practised " a

great economy in the use of soft words." The Georgia Judge

was asked if a certain man was not the greatest liar in the State,

and replied that " he would not say that, but he did say that the

man used great economy, indeed, even a penuriousness, in the

use of the truth." He did not wish these private quarrels

brought before the Assembly.

Dr. Stuart Robinson rose to a question of privilege. He
must protest against the imputation of ''economy in the use of

soft words," so far as concerned the Presbytery and himself. He
VOL. XXVI., NO. 4—5.
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challenged any to take the record and find any evidence of vio-

lence or passion. For the complainant, likewise, (Rev. J. J.

Cooke,) not a member of the house, he must challenge any one

to find in his paper aught constituting impropriety of language.

It is not just to speak of this as one of those cases not fit to come

in here. There was, indeed, an appeal alluded to in the report,

(which has not been prosecuted,) that might have given rise to

some personal feeling. But he wanted the Assembly to under-

stand distinctly that, as conducted by Mr. Cooke, who has com-

plained against the irregularities of our Presbytery, there is

nothing in the case to call up the least feeling. He himself had

never experienced more especially the blessing of God in giving

him grace to keep down his Irish temper than in this matter.

He had uttered nothing angry, except, perhaps, once or twice, in

a hasty moment, which, as soon as checked by the Moderator, he

had taken back and apologised for. The trouble has been that, by

one party the appeal has, from the start, been to the outside world,

through the secular papers ; and from the tone of that appeal, peo-

ple inferred that the other side were as violent. But the violence

and passion were like his countryman's account of his ardent

love for the girl that had jilted him. When asked if his love for

Biddy was reciprocated :
" Och," he said, "it's reciprocal enough,

but the reciprocity is all on one side." Mr. Cooke's paper has

some hard things in it, but he had a right to say them, and they

are in no vituperative language. There is nothing that will come

before this Assembly to justify this fear of taking up the case. I

do not care to say a word about the question, but am perfectly

willing that Mr. Cooke, on the one side, and Mr. Morris, on the

other, who is an elder in the church, and not a lawyer either,

should just tell the Assembly their story. You know it takes a

great deal of grace to keep the Irish, and I might say, the Ken-

tucky, temper down, under provocation. But I vow before God

that I have not felt any bitterness. I have done nothing but

what my duty as a presbyter compelled me to do in this case. I

have prayed, and God has given me grace, as everybody in my
Presbytery will testify. Why, sir, some of the people of Louis-
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ville, surprised at my forbearance, think that I have got converted

within the last six months.
,. ^..;^:

.
<.

The motion to appoint a commission was then laid on the table.

The Moderator charged the Assembly, and the case was opened

with the reading of the two complaints of the Rev. J. J. Oookb

against the Presbytery of Louisville. On the next day, the fifth,

the records of the Louisville Presbytery, as to the trouble in the

First Church, occupied the Assembly's hearing until near even-

ing. On the sixth day, the complainant was heard, occupying a

large portion of the day. The main point attempted to be made

was, that the investigation into the affairs of th^ Church asked

for by the memorialists was really a judicial proceeding, since it

must condemn or acquit one or both parties ; and this being so,

Dr. Wilson, as one of the parties, was entitled to take an imme-

diate appeal to the Synod, the effect of which, from the very

nature of an appeal, should have been to stop all proceedings in

the Presbytery. On the next day, the seventh, Dr. Stuart

Robinson was heard on the side of the Presbytery. He argued

to show that the investigation undertaken by the Presbytery was

a visitation of the church which tlie Form of Government ex-

pressly empowers a Presbytery to make; also, that the appeal,

so called, by Dr. Wilson, had none of the features of an appeal

as described in our Book. Dr. Robinson did not conclude until

the close of the night session, at half- past ten. On the eighth

day, in the evening, Rev. Mr. Cooke was heard in reply. The

roll-call for the expression of opinions by the members began at

twenty minutes past ten p. m., and was continued till eleven,

when the Assembly adjourned. This was continued on Satur-

day, the ninth day, and was resumed and ooncluded in the even-

ing. The vote being taken, there were 38 to sustain in part, and

68 not to sustain, and some twenty or more absent or not voting.

Afterwards, Dr. Girardeau, from the majority, offered a minute,

which proved acceptable to many who voted to sustain in part,

and which, in fact, was adopted unanimously, or perhaps with

one dissenting voice. Dr. Palmer, of the minority, also offered

a minute, signed by a portion of those who voted with him to

sustain in part, which he desired to have appended to Dr. Gi-

"'i
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rardeau's minute, and then the Assembly would have approached

a g)od degree of unanimity in the final settlement. His request

was unanimously granted. These minutes were as follows :

The Minute adopted bj/ the Assembly.—^The Assembly, in votinf^ not to

sustain the complaint of J. J. Cooke and others a^gainst the Presbytery

of Louisville, would be understood as passing judgment only upon the

constitutional issues involved in said complaint ; while^^at the same time,

there were, in its Opinion, some irregularities in the proceedings of the

Presbytery which it could not approve, but which it did not deem neces-

Hary to pass upon judicially.

Br. Palmer'' ff Minute.—The undersigned, bein^ of the minority who
voted to sustain in part the complaint of J. J. Cooke, accord with the

minute adopted by the majority, with the exception that in some of the

points termed irregularities in the above minute, they regard the Pres-

bytery as having transcended the limits of their constitutional power.

As a part of the subsequent history of this case, we mention

that shortly after the dissolution of the Assembly, a meeting of

Louisville Presbytery was held, and Dr. Robinson, after some

remarks, said to be very courteous to Dr. Wilson, proposed the

following resolution, which the Presbytery adopted, along with

another, which is here appended to it

:

Resolved^ That, as the General Assembly has decided all the constitu-

tional points raised in the complaint of the Rev. J. J. Cooke adversely

to the complaint, and in favor of the judgments of the Presbytery

—

bringing us to a point where this unhappy difficulty may be settled
;

and as the Presbytery is indisposed to impugn the personal character of

Rev. Dr. Samuel R. Wilson, now, therefore, Presbytery hereby declines

the prosecution of the charges tabled against Dr. Wilson.

Resolved, That, in view of the final action of the General Assembly at

St. Louis, this Presbytery desires now to settle this unhappy "difficulty in

all its forms as speedily as may be consistent with justice and kindness

to all parties, that the interests of our churches may receive immediate

attention ; and in order, therefore, that the Presbytery may shape its

action intelligently in reference to the business now before it, the clerk

of Presbytery be directed immediately to ^ive notice to Dr. Samuel R.

Wilson of the desire of Presbytery to know at once whether he now re-

cognises the jurisdiction of this body, and will submit to its decisions

concerning himself.

In reply. Dr. Wilson refused to recognise the authority of

either the Presbytery or the General Assembly, and formally re-

nounced their jurisdiction. His answer was received by the
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Presbytery and ordered to be placed on file, and then, by unan-

imous vote, the Presbytery adopted the following resolution :

Resolved^ That, Dr. Samuel R. Wilson having finally and formally re-

fused to recognise the jurisdiction and submit to the decisions of this

Presbytery and also of the General Assembly, the Presbytery hereby

declares that said Dr, Samuel R, Wilson has no further authority from

this Church to preach and administer ordinances, and his name be

stricken from the roll.

Dr. Wilson has since been welcomed into the Northern Pres-

byterian Church.

ACTION UPON SUNDRY OVERTURES.

From the variety of overtures presented to the Assembly, arid

reported on favorably or unfavorably by the Committee of Bills

and Overtures, through their chairman, Dr. GtIRARDEAU, we

select a few of special interest, being all we can make room for.

The first one we introduce is on Education, Overture No. 8,

from the Presbytery of C«jncord, asking the Assembly to con-

sider the propriety of abandoning the present scheme of Educa-

tion, and remanding this subject to the Presbyteries. The

Committee recommend that, as the overture contemplates a radi-

cal change in the policy of the Church, a Committee of two

ministers and one elder be appointed to consider the subject

maturely, collect the sense of the Church by correspondence, and

report to the next Assembly.

The next is on Biennial Sessions, Overture No. 16, from

the Presbytery of Macon, asking the Assembly to propose to the

Presbyteries such change in the Constitution of the Church as

to require only biennial instead of annual sessions of the Synods

and the Assembly, and these to be arranged so as to alternate

—

the Synod meeting one year and the Assembly the next. The

Committee recommended that the Assembly answer the overture

in the negative.

Another is on the Presbytery of Hangchow, Overture

No. 19, from Rev. M. H. Houston, Rev. B. Helm, Rev. H. C.

DuBose, and Rev. J. W. Davis, members of the Presbytery of

Hangchow, China, asking the Assembly to dissolve said Presby-

tery and restore the memorialists to the Presbyteries to which
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they originally belonged. This overture raises the question of

the constitutional power of the General Assembly to establish or

dissolve Presbyteries on foreign soil, and also the important prac-

tical inquiry whether our missionaries abroad should become

associated with natives in the composition of Presbyteries, or

whether, holding their membership in the home Presbyteries,

they should, as evangelists, sustain a catholic relation to the

foreign field. In view of the difficulty of these questions, and the

desirableness of settling our policy in regard to these matters, the

Committee recommend the Assembly to appoint a committee,

consisting of J. B. Adger, D. D., J. L. Wilson, D. D., and T. E.

Peck, D. D., who shall be charged with the consideration of this

subject, and who shall report to the next Assembly.

The only other one we can refer to is on the Education of

Colored Ministers, Overture No. 21, from Rev. C. A. Still-

man, D. D., and others, asking the Assembly, at its present

meeting, to take action looking to the establishment of an insti-

tute for the education of colored preachers, in pursuance of the

policy recommended by the last Assembly ; or, in case the way

be not clear to do that at their meeting, to appoint a Committee

to take the subject into consideration, and, if they deem it ex-

pedient and practicable, to digest a plan for the organisation,

management, and support of such a school, and report to the

next Assembly. The Committee recommended that the Assem-

bly accede to the latter alternative of this request, and ap-

point a Committee for the purpose specified in the overture, of

which Dr. Stillman shall be chairman, and who shall report to

the next Assembly.

In each of these cases, the report of the Committee was adopted.

CORRESPONDING BODIES.

The Rev. James B. Logan was received as delegate from the

Cumberland Presbyterian church, and the Rev. Dr. Hbrvie

D. Ganse, with Ruling elder S. R. W. Heath, from the Re-

formed Church. They addressed the Assembly in very pleasant

terms, and the Moderator gave them kindly replies. Dr. Smoot

and Rev. J. W. Pugh were appointed principal and alternate to

attend the Cumberland Presbyterian Assembly meeting next May
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at Bowling Green, Kentucky ; and Dr. Lepevre and Hon. J.

A. Inglis, the General Synod of the Reformed Church at Jersey

City in June of the current year. "\:/'v,^;^:v y.y^^^pp^^:

SABBATH-SCHOOLS. '
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Dr. Shearer, chairman of Standing Committee reported on

the sixth day. -
.

The No. of Presbyteries reporting in 1875 was,

Schools reported.

Teachers reported,

Scholars reported.

The No. of Teachers added to the Church,

'* '' Scholars added to the Church,

The amount of moneys contributed by schools,

((

it

a

li

^i

a

65

871

7,642

56,039

328

2,221

$30,058 00

There is a growing disposition to put the schools under the

control of the Church. The standards of the Church are used

largely, but not universally.

The resolutions adopted set forth

—

(1.) That the Sunday-school is the old catechetical school, and should

drill its scholars in the Scriptures and our Church standards.

(2.) That the pastor and elders, and such others as they may approve,

are the divinely appointed catechists or teachers.

(3.) That family training is in no wise to be transferred to the Sabbath-

school.

(4.) That the Sabbath-school is not to be allowed to interfere with the

hours of public worship or family religion.

(5.) That the Assembly utters a solemn testimony against the senti-

mental, the sensational, and the formalistic in the music and literature

of Sabbath-schools, and the devices invented to popularise them. Chil-

dren intoxicated thus must have deeper draughts at the same fountains

in maturer life.

(6.) That churches and presbyteries be earnestly exhorted to establish

Sabbath-schools for the colored people whenever practicable and report

to the Assembly separately. [This resolution was offered by Ruling

elder Kirkpatrick.]

EVANGELISTIC WORK.

The Rev. J. W. Neil, chairman of the Standing Committee,

reported. Only twenty-nine Presbyteries had made reports,

three less than last year and five less than the year previous

—

and the reports made were extremely meagre. Some merely
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mention that an evangelist is employed, some make no distinc-

tion between the evangelist and the stated supply. In the re-

porting Presbyteries, thirty-five evangelists have been employed

for the whole of their time, and three for the one-half of it. No
doubt this work requires men of peculiar gifts and graces. We
have men enough, however, every way competent; but the de-

ficiency is of funds.

But whilst so few of the Presbyteries have made any report

directly to the Assembly, fifty-three of them did report to, the

Executive Committee. It is believed that it would be less likely

to create confusion if the reports were all allowed to pass through

that channel. The Assembly adopted this suggestion of the

Standing Committee, and also passed resolutions urging the work

upon the attention of the Presbyteries.

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARIES.

Dr. Lefevre, chairman of Standing Committee, on the

seventh day, reported seventy-seven students at Union, and

thirty-eight at Columbia. It was recommended that the Assem-

bly elect a Professor of Church History and Polity, and the

Composition and Delivery of Sermons, for the latter institution.

The last Assembly having altered the Constitution so that the

Board of Directors should consist of twelve, one- third going out

each year, and having actually elected twelve Directors on that

plan, but this action not appearing on the Minutes, the Assembly

required the twelve who were elected last year to determine, by

lot or otherwise, at their regular annual meeting, which of them

shall serve for one, which for two, and w^hich for three years. It

also appointed the Faculty and Board a Committee to enquire

what changes, if any, in the Constitution would promote the

usefulness of the Seminary, and especially charged them to con-

sider the question of placing the election of Professors and the

adjustment of their chairs in the power of the Board, the As-

sembly always reviewing their action; and also the question of

putting the final determination of all matters of discipline in the

hands of the Directors.

On the next day the report was adopted, and the election of

Professor made the order for the day after at ten o'clock. Dr.

1
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Lefevre was nominated but withdrew his name. Dr. Junkin

and the Rev. C. R. Vaughan were nominated. Subsequently,

Dr. Lefevre presented another report, stating that Dr. Plumer

had tendered the resignation of his chair that he might be trans-

ferred to a chair to be called the chair of Pastoral, Casuistic, and

Historic Theology. It was therefore recommended that the

Assembly agree to this arrangement, and recalling all the previous

action on the subject, proceed to nominate and elect a Pro-

fessor of Didactic and Polemic Theology, leaving Church History

and Government, and Sacred Rhetoric, to be taught by the other

Professors. The next day, Saturday, this report was adopted,

and Dr. Girardeau was nominated by Dr. Palmer, and his elec-

tion urged by Drs. J. R. Wilson, McQueen, Stuart Robin-

son, Junkin, and the Rev. T. E. Smith, the nominee seeking

to dissuade the Assembly and declaring that he could not accept.

On Monday, Dr. Girardeau was elected unanimously and by a

rising vote. Dr. Girardeau subsequently thanked the Assem-

bly for the highest honor ever conferred upon him in this mortal

life. He professed to be impressed with the unanimity of his call

by this supreme court, but begged for time to consider, and

trusted that if he should find himself at last in the unhappy po-

sition of appearing to resist the unanimous will of the Assembly,

his brethren would do him the justice to presume that only a

profound conviction of duty and conscience, in view of all the

facts known to the individual himself, could have induced him to

take such a position.

SYSTEMATIC BENEVOLENCE.

Dr. BoGGS, chairman of the Standing Committee, presented

its report on the ninth day. It set forth that only forty-six

Presbyteries had complied with the Assembly's directions to for-

ward their annual report on this subject—nine less than last year.

Moreover, many of the reports sent up are both irregular and

defective. The printed blanks of the Committee of Publication

would enable Stated Clerks of Presbyteries easily to make these

reports all the Assembly desires.

The forty-six Presbyteries which have reported embrace 1,313

VOL. XXVI., NO. 4—6.
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congregations. Of these, 284 have contributed to the six

schemes of the Assembly, 167 to five, 101 to four, 119 to three,

126 to two, 122 to one, 394 to none so far as known. The whole

number of collections by these 1,313 congregations should have

been (1,313x6) 7,878, but they have been only 3,674—less than

half

The chief causes which interfere with our success in this

matter are undoubtedly (1) the failure of many ministers to ex-

pound the Scripture doctrine of worship with their substance

;

(2) the neglect of many sessions to afford the people opportunity

to give to the six schemes. With regard to the first, it is perti-

nent to remark that the ministry is responsible to the Lord, above

all other agencies, for the Church's enlightenment and her growth

in this, as in other graces. Touching the second, the Committee

are fully persuaded that the time has come to assert the binding

force of the Assembly's orders to take up collections for specified

purposes. If it be true that the solemn injunctions of the As-

sembly upon the Sessions are merely ol the nature of advice

which may be set aside without the sin of disobedience to lawful

authority, then it is difficult to see wherein our system of Pres-

bytery differs from Congregational Independency and Voluntary-

ism. Now, "the jurisdiction proposed is solely over ministers

and sessions, touching the matter of their presenting these benefi-

cent objects to their people It does not trench in the

slightest degree upon the individual Christian's private judgment

and liberty in regard to giving."

The action contemplated in the succeeding paragraphs was

unanimously recommended by the Committee, and on the next

day, the tenth, was adopted by the Assembly

:

1. The Assembly solemnly ur^es upon pastors and other ministers

their obli£!;ation to expound fully to the people the duty and privilege of

giving to Christ as an essential part of acceptable worship.

2. The Assembly urges upon all its constituent Presbyteries to include

this branch of ministerial duty in their stated conferences upon the state

of religion in their bounds.

3. The Assembly hereby solemnly enjoins the. Presbyteries to require

of church sessions, in case of failure to take up any one of the collec-

tions ordered, to report in writing the reason therefor, upon the validity
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of which the Presbytery shall pass judgment, approving or disapproving,

as the case may be. And the Presbyteries shall state upon the face of

their annual reports on Systematic Benevolence in regard to their com-

pliance with this injunction.
, ; : : V , ;^* :\/v,

•

4. It is made the duty of the Standing Committee on Systematic Benevo-

lence of each General Assembly, to ascertain from the Presbyterial

Reports on this subject, how far the above injunction has been complied

with, and to report to the Assembly what Presbyteries, if any, have
failed to comply with either of them. It is also made the duty of the

Stated Clerk of the General Assembly to enter upon the docket the

duties hereby imposed upon the said Committee as an item of business,

so that the attention of the Committee may be expressly called thereto.

.5. In case any Presbytery fails to report on the subject of Systematic

Benevolence, or to report in due and proper form, as ordered by the As-

sembly, or to report in regard to either of the requirements made in the

above injunction ; or, if the report in the case of any Presbytery shows

that it has not complied with the injunction first named, in Section 3

above, viz., in regard to the requirement from church sessions of the

reasons for their failure in any case to give the people an opportunity to

contribute, the Moderator of the Assembly shall thereupon appoint some

member of said Presbytery as the Assembly Commissioner thereto, to

bring the fiiilure to the attention of Presbytery. And the Presbytery

shall send up to the next General Assembly, along with its report on

Systematic Benevolence, a statement of the reasons for said failure.

6. In order the more surely to obtain collections from vacant congre-

gations, (without, however, lessening the separate and full responsi-

bility of the sessions thereof in the premises, and in the absence of sup-

plies,) the Presbyteries are hereby enjoined to require supplies sent to

such vacant churches to attend to this business ; and, in case of failure

to do so, to render a reason therefor. "

^

Now let it be carefully observed that this action of the Assem-

bly assumes no jurisdiction over private individuals, nor trenches

on the Christian liberty of church members. It deals only with

ministers and church sessions in their official capacity, simply

requiring that they give the people an opportunity to contribute.

Let it be observed again that there is a necessity for some such

action by the Assembly. The Foreign Missions debt of last year

was $15,000, and more than half our congregations contributing

nothing I The General Assembly enjoins on its Presbyteries

collections for this and the other schemes of the Church, but has

never carefully supervised the Presbyteries to see if its injunc-
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tions were carried out ; and the Presbyteries ha\^e never carefully

supervised the ministers and sessions respecting the raatter. The

results stare us in the face. And it appears very plain to us

that these regulations adopted by the Assembly are lawful^ were

called for, and will be found practieahle, and that as enactments

by the General Assembly, both scriptural and constitutional, they

should receive the cordial assent and cooperation of the Presby-

teries and all concerned.

TRANSFER OF COMMITTEES.

On the ninth day, Dr. Junkin, chainnan of the Standing

Committee on Foreign Missions, made a supplementary report, or-

dering the transfer of that Executive Committee to Baltimore, on

the ground of the necessity of better commercial and financial

facilities. Dr. Stuart Robinson, chairman of Standing Com-

mittee on Sustentation, also presented a supplementary report,

ordering the transfer of that Executive Committee to the same

place, on the ground of the difficulty of separating it from

Foreign Missions and the additional expense such separation

would involve, and "for other reasons."

On the next day the matter was again taken up and the Stand-

ing Committee's reasons for recommending the transfer of the

Foreign Missions Committee read to the Assembly, viz., greater

commercial facilities, and the expensiveness of gathering the

Committee from points at a distance from Columbia. These were

the reasons for the transfer, while against it were the expense of

dividing the Committees one from the other, and the undesirable-

ness of placing three of our four Executive Committees within

the bounds of one Synod.

Dr. Lefevre expressed the readiness of Baltimore to welcome

both Committees, and said a house for the conduct of the

Church's work would be there freely provided. He perceived

the force of the objection about the one Synod. If there was

amy feeling in any part of the Church on this point, he hoped

the Assembly would not make the transfer.

The report was adopted, and the transfer of Foreign Missions

made.

The question then came up of transferring Sustentation iJso.
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The report was read. Ruling elder Thomson moved to lay the

matter on the table. Dr. Stuart Robinson pleaded the ex-

pense and the difficulty of separating the two Secretaries. He
urged the laying aside of all local feelings on the subject. The

motion to lay on the table did not prevail, and the motion to

adopt came up. The Rev. Mr. Murkland protested, that, in

favoring the transfer, he had regard only to the glory of the

Master and the good of the Church. Dr. BoGQS urged that the

expense would be less if Sustentation were kept at Columbia

than if removed to Baltimore, and pleaded what was due to the

Synod of South Carolina. He urged that at least there be \

pause for one year. Dr. J. R. Wilson urged that the Presby-

teries of the Cotton Stntes, if ignored, will ignore. Ruling elder

Shelton pressed the same view. Ruling elder Livingston said

the Assembly erred in removing Foreign Missions, but must now

needs remove Sustentation also. If you do this without consult-

ing the Presbyteries, you will furnish the people an excuse for

not giving. The two Committees must be kept together. He
would like to have the first action reconsidered, and let both points

go together before the Presbyteries. The Rev. D. C. BoGQS

said the Sustentation Committee ought to be near either to the

fountains of supply or else to the field of active labor. Balti-

more was neither. The Assembly ought to be careful. The

Rev. J. N. Craig called for Dr. McIlwaine's statement, who

then remarked that this was a Sustentation Assembly—-twenty of

the ministers present being chairmen of Presbyterial Committees

of Domestic Missions. Moreover three members of the Execu-

tive Committee were in the Assembly, two from South Carolina,

and one from North Carolina. He thought the reasons for re-

moving Foreign Missions imperative. If sure that the debt now

felt to be so heavy is the heaviest we shall ever be called to carry,

we might be able to meet it at Columbia. In conducting Foreign

Missions, when the time to pay money abroad arrives, it must be

there. In Columbia he had not one particle of help in doing

this. Had it not been for a firm of James Adger k Co., in

Charleston, he did not know what he would have done. We
must have commercial men at the back of the Committee. Still
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further, it was necessary that Foreign Missions be committed to

men trained to deal with such questions. Dr. Wilson cannot live

always, and the Committee ought to be in its place of permanent

location, and Dr. Wilson sent there to train a Committee for this

business. Yet another reason : at Columbia we cannot get with-

out difficulty the attendance of the ruling elders of the Commit-

tee. A fourth: the Committee as now constituted is scattered at

Wilmington, Charlotte, Pendleton, Sumter, Augusta, and to get

them together is quite expensive.

As to Sustentation, two things are to be observed: it ought to

be put where the Church will be satisfied to have it, and where

you can get a good Committee. He thought there was great

force in the difficulty about jealousies. He had no views of a

personal nature—whatever the Assembly should say, he would be

content Avith.

Now as to separation of the Committees. The largest sum ever

raised for Foreign Missions amongst us in one year was $42,000.

But our current expenses for this year will be $58,000, and we

owe $15,000—in all, therefore, we must raise $73,000, which is

$31,000 beyond what we ever have done. It can be done, with

earnest effort, with combined, hearty, persistent, working power

put forth. But if you separate these two departments, you must

give Dr. Wilson an associate, at least a Treasurer, so that he

may go forth into the field where there is immense dereliction.

And he trembled when he thought of Dr. Wilson being left to

carry forward this work alone under this weighty burden the

present year. Dr. Boggs says any Secretary can get a couple of

membars of his Committee to carry on his correspondence. That

might be so in Education—he would not like to trust anybody

to carry on his in Sustentation or in Foreigri Missions. You

are obliged to have a man in the Foreign Missions office. He
trusted the Assembly would not act upon the idea that Dr. Wilson

could leave the office and expect any of the Committee to do his

work in his absence.

The Rev. Mr. Craig said Foreign Missions must go to Balti-

more. Sustentation must go with it, until we can support a third

efficient man, when it might be placed at Nashville or St. Louis.
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He saw no other way. And if the reporter will take down the

speech of Dr. Mcllwaine, and our papers will publish it, the

whole Church will say what I say and will be satisfied.

Ruling elder J. Adger Smyth wished, as a member of the

Executive Committee, to make a statement. He was not op-

posed to removing the Committee from Columbia, but did not

believe the argument of Dr. Mcllwaine will satisfy the Church

of the propriety of this movement. The statement he would

make is this : the venerable Secretary of Foreign Missions had

expressed to him great doubts as to the propriety of this removal

of Sustentation.

Dr, Girardeau said,, if we crowd our Committees into the

extreme Northeast on the border line, it seemed to him a large

portion of the sympathies of our Church will be alienated. The

time has probably come for a division of these Committees, and

he hoped Sustentation would be left for the present at Columbia.

It was then moved to postpone the further consideration of the

subject until the next Assembly by a vote of 51 to 42. Dr.

Lefevre then moved the reconsideration of the vote transferring

Foreign Missions to Baltimore, oh the ground of his profound

conviction that the separation of the two Committees would be

damaging to the Church. This was agreed to. l^he question

recurred on the adoption of the report recommending the removal

of Foreign Missions. After further remarks from Drs. Stuart

Robinson and Chapman and Rev. H. G. Hill, the vote was again

taken, and the report again adopted by 45 to 42.

Just before the dissolution, it was moved to reconsider the vote

to postpone the question of removing Sustentation to Baltimore

until the next Assembly. Dr. Stuart Robinson urged the ne*

cessity of not separating the two Committees. We shall run the

greatest risk imaginable of breaking down the whole concern. He
would send both to Baltimore this year, with the understanding

that,Vafter they get through with their difficulties, we shall

remove the Sustentation Committee to Nashville or St. Louis.

Some questions of order were here raised, and the hour being

late, it was moved to adjourn, but lost. Dr. Lefevre then called
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the question. The call was sustained, and the motion to recon-

sider agreed to.

Dr. E. P. Palmer urged the danger of serious complications,

if the Committees were separated.

J)y. Stuart Robinson pleaded for bridging over this year by

leaving the two together.

Dr. BoGGS said Dr. Wilson had told him emphatically that he

did not think it necessary to send the Committees together, and

he besought the Assembly not to agree to this important change

of policy at this late hour of the night.

The Rev. Mr. Murkland strongly urged the Assembly not

to send them Foreign Missions without Sustentation also, and

quoted Dr. J. L. Wilson for that view.

The Rev. Mr. Silliman fav^ored sending the Committee to

Baltimore. He said Dr. Boggs had misunderstood Dr. J. L.

Wilson. He had talked with him more than once on the subject.

Dr. Robinson said just insert the words ''for the present

year," and every body will be satisfied.

Under the call of "the question," the motion to postpone was

not agreed to, and then the report of the Committee was adopted.

We agree entirely with'^r. Robinson that all local feelings in

reference to these Committees ought to be abandoned. We "do

not see (as he said) that it makes any diiforence where they are,"

80 that we get a good Committee, without too much expense in

bringing them together, and so that the Church is satisfied.

Whether the Church will be satisfied to have three of these Com-

mittees in the Northeast corner of her boundaries and in one

Synod, we cannot tell. But, for ourselves, we hope that the

Presbyterians of the Cotton States will not fulfil Dr. J. R. Wil-

son's prediction, and ignore because ignored. The honest fact is

that no ecclesiastical power belongs to these Committees—they

are in no sense the old Boards. And no danger can possibly

arise to the Church from their being crowded into any corner

whether northeast or southwest, provided the brethren will just

believe so and be satisfied. It is high time that we put away all

these petty sectional jealousies, and view our Church as indeed
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one body, with no diverse interests whatsoever. Surely we are

little enough to keep us from such intestine divisions ; and this

is one reason why we oppose organic union w^ith the North.

STATUS OF DISMISSED ELDERS.

On the tenth and last day, the Assembly took up the report on

Overture No. 20, from J. R. Hughes and J. N. Saunders and

others, asking the Assembly to decide the force of our Disciphne,

Chap. X., § 1, in relation to the status of a church member dis-

missed, ^Wio does not make use of but returns the letter of dis-

mission to the session ; and also to say what is the official status

of a ruling elder in the same circumstances. The Committee of

Bills and Overtures recommended the Assembly to answer that

the church member is to be recognised as a member, but that the

elder is not to be recognised as an elder without a fresh expres-

sion of the wishes of the congregation to that effect.

Dr. BoGGS objected to that answer. There are but four ways

in our system for putting an end to the functions of a ruling

elder: (1) death; (2) degradation; (3) valid dismission, which has

bec-me a consummated act when- the dismissed elder becomes

simply a member in the second congregation, possessing still the

ruling eldership, but not ilie right of exercising it in that con-

gregation ; (4) an agreement between the elder and the session

that he shall cease acting in the congregation where he has been

an elder. The method now proposed of getting rid of elders

comes in under neither of these four heads, and constitutes there-

fore a fiftb and new method. We do not need a fifth. The

report makes ei' post facto hiw, and- 'puta into the Constitution

what is not there. He wished tliis important matter referred to

an Assembly not so home-sick as this one.

Dr. Lefevre said lie was opposed to the fundamental idea of

the report. Dismissed elders are elders till received into another

church—as much so as if they had merely gone on a visit to

Europe and returned.

In the evening session of the last day, just before the disso-

lution, the subject Avas again taken up, and referred to the next

Assembly.

VOL. XXVI., NO. 4—7.
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There can be no doubt whatever that our Discipline (Chap. X.,

§ 1,) leaves the dismissed member amenable to the jurisdiction of

the church dismissing him until he is actually received into the

other church. Now duties and rights stand and fall together.

If amenableness to jurisdiction stands during the interim^ the

rights stand along with it. The one cannot be more enduring

than the other. It would be orderly, however, for the session to

take note of the return of the member to the rights and duties

of membership.

Now as to the ruling elder, there can be no more question than as

to the private member. Our Discipline expressly says (Chap. X.,

§ 2,) that the same principle applies to the minister as to the

private member—and why should it not apply also to the elder

or the deacon ? The highest officer amongst us—the teaching

elder—cannot lay down his office without the Presbytery's act after

hearing from the people. The logic of our system would seem

to require that no ruling elder can ever be properly released from

his office in any church, unless first the people are heard from by

the session on the subject. If it be said tjiat no such course is

ever considered to be necessary, and that by usage and custom

the eldership is left to stand or fall with the membership, then of

course it must follow that, in the case under consideration, the

eldership is restored with the membership.

SEARCHING FOR THE POLITICAL IN OUR ASSEMBLY RECORDS.

Dr. BoGGS offered the following paper, prepared by one on

whose shoulders much of the responsibility devolved in the recent

negotiations at Baltimore

:

Whereas, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the

United States, did, at its first organisation in 1861, and also at various

times since, formally and distinctly declare its conviction as to the nature

and functions of the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ, especially as to its

non-secular and non-political character

;

And whereas, notwithstanding this, it may be that certain expressions

have been inadvertently admitted into some of the papers on our records,

which, as it is alleged, are inconsistent with the well considered and

formal views aforesaid; therefore,

Resolved, That this subject be referred to a committee of three, whose

duty it shall be to make a careful examination and make report to the
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next General Assembly ; to the end that no vestige of anything incon-

sistent with the clearly defined position of our General Assemblies may

be left to impair the testimony of our Church upon this vital point.

He. said it was rarely inexpedient to do right. It cannot hurt

us as a Church to carry out those principles so dear to our hearts,

and search our records, as with a candle, to find any thing there

which is inconsistent with them. It has been said that some ex-

pressions have inadvertently crept in, which, while not to the full

extent political, do nevertheless squint in that direction. He
thought we ought carefully to expunge them from our records, or

adopt explanatory minutes of doubtful expressions, such as "con-

serving slavery," etc. The resolution was adopted unanimously.

This is a good step, although it has already been and will

again be misconstrued into the confession that our Assembly has

erred like her Northern sister. We can afford to do right, how-

ever, even though misrepresented for it. But Dr. Boggs's sug-

gestion about expunging strikes us unfavorably. We have no

right to expunge any thing from our records, though we might

explain. There will be found, however, very little to explain on

the records of our Assembly. As to the expression quoted, it is

hot a political utterance at all, but a moral and religious one.

The subject under consideratit)n at the time by the Assembly at

Charlotte, was the spiritual welfare of the slaves and the duties

owed by us to them. It was only in reference to the moral and

religious aspects of slavery the Assembly spoke. And viewing

the slaves of the South as a sacred trust providentially committed

to a Christian people, our Church spoke of slavery as the Church

of Jesus Christ of old always did speak of it, and as the Scrip-

tures speak of it, conservatively. We feel very little disposed to

have our Assembly offer explanations of its language to the wild,

radical, infidel spirit of this age which assumes to be better than

the Bible. Let Northern Presbyterians pander, if they will, to

this spirit—we hope our Church never will., Bible morality is

good enough for us—whoever wants better dishonors God's word.

PRESBYTERIAN CONFEDERATION.

Overtures from four Presbyteries having proposed to the As-

sembly to revoke the action of the last Assembly and to adopt
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measures favorable to this scheme, the Committee on Bills and

Overtures, on the fifth day, recommended that this Assembly ap

point delegates to the conference proposed to be held on this

subject in London on the 21st July ensuing. The chairman.

Dr. Girardeau, stated that he acted simply as the Committee's

organ, whose action did not represent his views. The report was

made the order of the day for the next day at 3 p. m., but it was

not reached, nor did the subject come up until the tenth and last

day. Dr. Robinson then offered the following resolution as a

substitute for the Committee's report

:

Resolved, That this Assembly appoint a Committee on Confederation

of the PresV)yterian Churches of the world, with authority to correspond

with similar committees of other Presbyterian bodies in reference to the

Constitution to be proposed in such a general council, and, if the Com-

mittee deem it wise and practicable, appoint a dele<iate or dele<<;ates to the

proposed conference, to be held in London on the 2i8t day of July, 1S75,

He said he was not in fiivor of sending Commissioners, but of

putting ourselves in line in the matter. We are making a mis-

take by isolating ourselves too much. We complain that we are

not known, but are ourselves partly to blame. We ought to look

into this thing; and if it is right, get into the Confederation circle.

If we do not choose upon examinajtion, we will not go into it. I

do not like the idea of standing off".

Dr. Palmer Avas willing to appoint a Committee to consider

the question, but Dr. Robinson's paper went beyond that and

settles our policy. If adopted, we must go into that confede

ration. We cannot now, at the very heel of the sessions, ade-

quately discuss the subject. Give us the interval of a year, and

let us see the shape and form which the thing will take, and you

may have our Church a unit for it.

Dr. Irvine said the first meeting of the confederation is ex-

pected to be held in May, 1876. Dr. Palmer's judicious sugges-

tion would render it impossible for us to take part in it till 1877.

Again he thought it would be a serious error for this Assembly,

which is just getting to 'be known and felt as a power amongst

Presbyterians, to appear indifferent to this movement.

Ruling elder X. Ryland said the proposition simply was, for

all true Presbyterians to take each other by the hand.
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^

Dr. Chapman would amend by striking out what related to

the appoiptinent of delegates.
'' '

;
'^ •

Dr. E. P. Palmer, objected to intrusting the question to any

Committee. Let the Assembly settle it.

Dr. Girardeau said the various Presbyterian bodies have their

standards, and through these tiiey express their external unity
;

while if they desire to express their internal unity, there is the

Lord's Supper, in which we hold communion with all our Chris-

tian brethren. He thought the action of the last Assembly should

not be reversed. The ground then taken was, that this is not a

matter relating to the coordination of courts. What is this con-

federation ? Sir, it is a gigantic voluntary association. Label it

Presbyterian, if you choose ; but it is not a Presbyterian court

that is proposed to be formed. It is not a grand oecumenical

council, holding national churches together by one common bond.

If it were, it would be a serious question whether we should keep

ourselves apart from the current which would draw all Presby-

terian bodies into that recapitulating Assembly. But, sir, just

because this is a voluntary association, and is proposed to us as

Presbyterian, let us not be deceived. ,
.

.

Are we prepared to be factors in the origination of this volun-

tary society ? He did not see how we could do so in consistency

with our principles. This body will be executive in its functions

as well as advisory in its powers And do you suppose that this

great body gathering to itself the supreme intelligence of the

Presbyterian Church will be content with doing nothing? It will

lay its hand upon the moral sentiment of the Presbyterian world,

and mould it to its will.

Further, it seemed to him inconsistent just at this stage of our

history to go into this connexion. We had declined (and he

thought on good grounds) to go into fraternal correspondence

with our brethren of the Northern Presbyterian Church. They

will go into that conference; if we go in as integers, we contra-

dict the action we have here endorsed. He was for making

haste slowly, and would have the question referred to the next

Assembly.

The Rev. Mr. Murkland said: I am deeply pained, and it is

^«ifa.r;,A.:-«
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with diffidence that I oppose these venerable brethren ; but I re-

joice to stand upon this floor to advocate the scheme pr9posed for

a Pan-Presbyterian Confederation; because it is one of the first

steps by which our Church is coming to the front in the great

movements of the Church of God, which our century is witness-

ing, and to which the providence of God is calling the whole

Church of Jesus Christ

When th'e last Assembly met, this measure was incomplete.

We knew not whither it was going. It now comes before us

with a written Constitution, with specifications which are definite

;

and we walk not in the dark, but on the broad platform of a

written Constitution

I take it, sir, that this gi'eat Pan-Presbyterian Confederation

is simply in the line of presbyterial order of government by

courts, parliamentary bodies—a realisation of the unity of the

Church in these parliamentary Assemblies, rising from the church

Session to the Presbytery, from the Presbytery to the Synod,

from the Synod to the great Assembly of all the churches. . . .

I am one of your youngest members. This is the first time I

have ever stood in this grand council of our beloved Church, and

I rejoice that the first speech I make is in advocacy of our South-

ern Church stepping forward to the front, and taking the position

that God in his providence calls us to assume. Born in the

throes of a mighty political struggle, baptized in tears and blood,

growing to spiritual maturity amid those intense afflictions which

an all-wise and merciful God has placed upon our Church, this,

the youngest born of the Churches of Jesus Christ, stands now

in all the majesty of her virgin beauty, commanding the love and

homage of the civilised world. I say that the duty of the South-

ern Church is to march to the front, to take the hands of her

sisters, her mothers, to speed the Church of Jesus Christ—to

join hands with the mother Church of Scotland, which, although

her breasts are scarred with many a conflict, still bears, covering

her scars, Christ's evangel and a pure Presbyterianism ; to join

hands with that old Presbyterian Church in England, which,

against all the opposition of prelacy, has been able to uphold the

banner of a pure gospel in the great capital of the world ; to

A
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join hands with our brethren across the border who transplanted

the Presbyterianism of Scotland to the climes of Canada, and

have built up a noble Church for Jesus Christ ; to join with the

Dutch Church which we all love ; to join the Reformed Church

of France, and the pure Church of the Waldenses, which has held

the truth of God as untainted as the crystalline snows of her own

Alpine summits—to join each of these, some old and some young,

but we the youngest born of all—and march to the front, sing-

ing one song "unto Him that loved us," and reaching forth tc

the realisation of that great end for which Christ gave his pray-

ers and his life.

Judge Barton thought the Committee should be appointed;

he was perfectly in harmony with those brethren who wished to

send a delegate now.

The Assembly then, the hour of recess being close at hand,

proceeded to other business.

On the last evening the subject was resumed. The Rev. Mr.

MuRKLAND moved the adoption of Dr. Robinson's paper.

The Rev. Mr. Frierson said there had come no motion or

paper before the Assembly that he more cordially approved. The

Presbyterian family is large—there are noble men in the Re-

formed Church of France, of Holland, of the Waldenses, of

Scotland, Ireland, England. Are we to be Presbyterian Ish-

maelites ? I trust not.

Ruling elder Clapp said these are progressive times. The

world moves. We must move with it, or be left behind. He saw

here no entangling alliance and no compromise of doctrine or

church polity. He would resist as quickly as any man any in-

novation in our principles, but here he saw none.

Ruling elder Ogden, referring to the remark as to this being a

"progressive time," quoted Bacon to the effect that in matters of

natural science, all is to be held subject to improvement
;
yet in

matters of civil polity—and much more, (said the speaker,) in eccle-

siastical affairs—even changes for the better are to be suspected.

He thought now that the course proposed is a distinct contraven-

tion of the system of the Presbyterian Church. That system

has never attempted to rear a great indivisible Church in this
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world. It is the small, compact, homogeneous churches that are

the greatest workers for the glory of God. The Presbyterian

system unites all believers in Jesus at his table, but favors no

great hierarchy absorbing all the separate organisations. Some

say there ie no danger, it is only a ''hand-shaking." But they

have adopted a Constitution, and that is a cause for alarm. What

is a Constitution ? It is organic law—law that produces a crea-

ture, and brings into existence a being. And what is this being

we are about to produce? It is one that is to be clothed with

power from the very start, and to be the judge of its own statutes,

so as to extend its power as far as it may choose. It will at the

start send its deliverances, of course, as recommendations ; but

with your knowledge of human nature, do you not believe, that

after a while its recommendations will coine down {is orders, and

we shall be schismatics if we do not obey ? And so a Presby-

terian organisation, composed of heterogeneous materials from

pure Presbyterianism down to Rationalism, is to give law to our

Presbyterian churches I Sir, you are about to innovate—to change

the principles vvorkiiig in our Church from the commencement,

and you are al out to do it with little thought or consideration as

to consequences.

When Mr. Murkland, in his beautiful remarks, referred to the

Waldenses, it struck me that the illustration saps the foundation

of his argument. If there is a case in all history that bears me
out in the claim I make to-night, it is that of the Waldenses in

their mountain fastnesses, sliut out from all the world, in absolute

isolation and exclusion, preserving the principles of a pure Chris-

tianity while the grand hierarchy of the Romish Church was all

around them, formed exactly in the way you propose to form this

great confederation, which is to glorify man—to glorify the

Presbyterian Church, but not to glorify God, because it adds

nothing to the strength of the Church for good in God's kingdom.

Let us be guided by the wisdom of Bacon, and innovate like

nature, slowly. Here you propose at a single bound to jump the

whole chasm nnd create this irresponsible body, over which you

are to exercise no control.

The Rev. H. G. Hill said the last speaker represented what
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is proposed as the formation of a grand Presbyterian court, to

which all shall be subordinated who enter into it. But nothing

of this sort was contemplated. He read freely from a plan of

Constitution for the confederation, to show the correctness of his

statement. ,

Dr. Palmer said, if this were to be a great Presbyterian

prayer meeting, he should not say a word against it. If it were

to be a bona fide General Assembly for the whole world, he

should be equally far from opposing it. Such a proposition might

be premature ; but seventeen years ago, in the General Assembly

which met at New Orleans, he had, on the floor, expressed the

hope that he might live to sit in such a General Assembly. But

his objection was, that you were now to have a General Assem-

bly with all the moral power such a body could exert, but none

of the checks and limitations attaching to a properly organised

church court.

Moderator, the Presbyterian Church in this country has al-

ways suffered whenever she has departed by the breadth of a hair

from her recognised principles. She never has entered into com-

promises with Congregationalism, or gone into the support of

voluntary associations of any sort, without suffering in the end.

Here, then, is the first objection which I raise-^that you are

creating a power, as Colonel Ogden has so eloquently stated, and

which, therefore, I need not repeat. You are creating a power.

It may profess not to decree; it may content itself with recom-

mendation ; but still it will stand up as the apex of the great

Presbyterian cone. The decisions and utterances of that body

will be regarded as the annunciation of the Presbyterian senti-

ment of the world, and its utterances will be pro tanto decisions.

They will, in the force which they will gather around them, over-

bear the opinions, judgments, and utterances of the particular

Presbyterian Assemblies of the particular countries where they

are held. The very argument used in this Assembly, that we

must "' come into line," will continue to prevail—that we must

keep in line, that we must not break away from the path marked

out by this great Council, which represents the thought and sen-

timent of the whole Presbyterinn world. Sir, it is too great a

VOL. XXYI., NO. 4—8.
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power to be irresponsible. I am afraid of it. I tell you, Mode-

rator, I am afraid of it ; and my only hope is, that before it shall

be able to do any serious detriment to the Church of God, it will

break down by its own weight and become disintegrated. If it

does not. I tell you that it will become, in the end, a great irre-

sponsible, infallible Presbyterian Pope, and there will be no power

in any Presbyterian Assembly, standing in our place, to lift up

her voice and measure strength with that '"• creature " which aggre-

gates all the elements of Presbyterian power throughout the

world, and which is not held in check by one solitary restraint

which we can impose upon it.

I have another objection, sir ; and I will endeavor to be brief.

What kind of Presbyterianism are you going to put in this gen-

eral Council at the apex of the cone ? Mark you, sir, each con-

stituent factor that goes into the composition of that body, must

necessarily concede something which is peculiar to itself. And
when you have aggregated all the concessions which are made by

all the constituent factors in that body, you get a Presbyterianism

of the lowest conceivable type—a Presbyterianism the least posi-

tive in the assertion of our principles—a Presbyterianism which,

through concessions here, concessions ther^, and concessions

everywhere, will be denuded of its power. Such will be the

Presbyterianism which is to utter the Presbyterian sentiment of

the world, and to overbear our testimonies which will then become

feeble as lifted against theirs. Here is the Presbyterianism in

Europe, which is linked with the State. Is it possible that we

can go into that general Council with these Presbyterian bodies

which are identified with the State, and lift up the testimony

which you have uttered this very evening in the paper, unanim-

ously adopted, in which we declare, in the most emphatic terms,

the non-secular, non-political character of the Church ? I tell

my excellent brother, Dr. Robinson, by whose side I have been

laboring all my life in defence of these principles, and contend-

ing for the non-political character of the Church, that, if he

should go under the appointment of this Assembly and stand

upon that floor, he will find his hands lied and his tongue para-

lysed as to any utterance which he shall dare to make in that
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body in reference to the principles whicli God specially calls us

to uphold and to proclaim. The Presbyterianism of that general

Council will be a Presbyterianism created by concessions on

every hand. And, Moderator, I would not have a Presbyterian

system of that sort. If we are to have a Council, let it be a

Council that grows up in the form of a legitimate Assembly,

where there is no contravention of the spirit and principles of

our government and order.

There was a grand opportunity given to the Presbyterian

Church when it was transferred from European shores and stood

upon this virgin continent, to work out untrammelled the princi-

ples of a pure and perfect Presbyterianism ; but, alas ! under the

same infatuation which I fear is overbearing this Assembly, we

went into an alliance with Congregationalism and Independency

;

and to this very hour, our principles and our practice are, to a

large degree, tainted with the influence which was exerted upon

us by and through that alliance. Sir, believing that this isolated

Church of ours is, in the sublime providence of God, placed in

exactly the position to work out a pure Presbyterianism, I conse-

crate my life to that ; I am content with the sphere of this South-

ern Presbyterian Church. I have no ambition to walk the streets

of Edinburgh, or to preach to the congregations in Scotland, if I

must do so at the sacrifice of appearing as a delegate upon the

floor of such an (Ecumenical Council as this paper proposes.

, No, sir, the remainder of this life will be consecrated in the fear

of God to the development, the perpetuation, and exposition of

the principles of Presbyterianism as I understand them, as they

are stated in the word of (jrod, as they are summarily expressed

in our Standards ; and I am unwilling to run any ventures by

which this Presbyterianism, which I desire to be more perfect in

this Church of ours, shall be strangled.

I do believe, Mr. Moderator, that my excellent brother, Dr.

Robinson, is making the saddest mistake of his life in giving his

adhesion to this movement, and that he will find himself, from

this period to the end of his days—unless he shall be led by con-

siderations such as I am now suggesting, somewhat to review and

perhaps reverse his decision—^he will find himself crippled and
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trammelled in the very work to which I know his conscience and

his heart are pledged. I want to save him from that mistake. I

want to save this dear Church from being entangled in alliances

which will cripple her efficiency and her power. Be it so, Mode-

rator, that like the Waldenses we are the conies upon the tops of

the mountains, hanging to the ledges of the rock with our feeble

feet ; let us, in our feebleness, in our isolation, (still in that isola-

tion the object of universal contemplation.) work out our destiny

until the Lord pushes us to the front to do the great work in

propagating our principles to the end of the earth. Here, in the

corners of the world, let a pure Presbyteriani»m find a refuge—

a

Presbyterianism that I believe is on the eve of being strangled

in the Northern Church, that cannot successfully, under present

arrangements, be worked out elsewhere anywhere on the globe

but here. Let us, in our isoktion, in our obscurity, upon this

plane, work out our mission, and the Lord will give us all the

prominence that we deserve and all that we desire ; and we shall

speak out from this obscuriDy, from the chambers in which the

Lord God has placed us for a time to hide us. a voice that will

peal over the earth, and whose echoes will ring until that trum-

pet sounds which shall wake the dead to judgment

!

He would briefly state a third objection. There have been

changes made quietly in this paper—^the fifteen original specifica-

tions " boiled down" to five, and one or two of the most alarming

things dropped out of the specifications. Bat there remain in-

timations which he regarded as of exceeding danger. They did

propose to undertake the protection of the feeble and push forward

civil freedom throughout the world, and to speak to the Sultan

and the Czar. And they do now propose to take up the whole

question of temperance and of the religious interests of great

cities. The very work committed to the Church in her orgaiiised

form is to be assumed by this irresponsible voluntary association.

He had not wished to make this speech. It had been pressed

out of him with great sorrow and pain. He had hoped for post-

ponement and inquiry. But the debate has come, and now what

will these brethren gain by pressing to a vote which strips the

movement of all effect? You will have a split vote—not such a

4
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one as that by which you ought to carry your Church into a policy

so vast and of such important influences.

Dr. Robinson : It is so late in the evening that, as a modest

man, I will only make a few remarks in response to the argument

of Dr. Palmer.

As for the first argument, I understand it to be that he agrees

with me thoroughly in the idea that if we could make this a sure

enough General Assembly of the world, then he would go for it.

Well, Dr. Palmer and I are thoroughly together in our doctrine,

so that I have not changed my principles any. But, let me ask,

how are you going to get that General Assembly of all the

Churches in the world, unless you begin and have a Conference,

a Council with your brethren, as the stepping-stone to it ? How
shall we make such a General Assembly of all the Churches in

the world, if we stand oif as strangers one to the other, never

learning anything; keeping ourselves in isolation, not knowing

what the Presbyterians of the world think, and they not knowing

what we think ? That argument, it seems to me, is answered
;

he has made an argument against his own position, I doubt

very much whether he and Dr. Girardeau will stand faster by the

High-Chuixh principle than I do ; but it is because I love that

principle, and want to carry it out, that I beg Dr. Girardeau and

Dr. Palmer to help me carry ir out.

We are told that this thing will exercise a great moral influ-

ence, and my friend Ogden has pictured the danger of a great

central power. The arguments of our friends on the other side

do not agree together. Dr. Palmer wants a central power, and

Colonel Ogden spoke against it as dangerous. I set off Dr.

Palmer's theory against Colonel Ogden's theory, and I think they

thoroughly nullify one another ; only I will add this in response

further, that you do not avoid the force of that moral power by

not going into it. When all the Presbyterians in the world to-

gether shall undertake to decide these questions, will not that

moral power be just as great, whether we are in the concern or

not ? Certainly we do not avoid it by staying out of it. We
had better go in.

But, understand, my resolution does not propose to go in. It
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proposes to say that we are all ready for that great General As-

sembly which Dr. Palmer and I look forward to. If ¥ e see that

they are starting in the right direction, we'll go on ; and if we

find that it is un-Presbyterian, we can back out easy enough.

Well, we are asked, " What kind of Presbyterianism is this

going to be ?" Why, that is settled before we start. Didn't

you hear read from that article that it was not to be a modern

Broad-Churchism, of concessions here ard concessions there ? It

is to be the consensus of the Reformed Churches. That is the

platform, to start with ; and whenever they depart from that con-

sensus—as- soon as they swerve from that, we can take our hats

and leave. The basis is not to be the basis of your " moderate

Presbyterianism ;" it is going back to the old theology—the con-

sensus of the Churches of the Reformation, which we stand by.

And who more eloquently could stand up and plead for that con

sensus than Dr. Palmer himself? We all hold to that. We all

meet this Broad-Churchism by pleading that consensus. It is,

therefore, a mistake to think that this is to be made up of con-

cessions. There are no concessions to be made. Every Church

is to stand by its faith. The Council will have no control over

the faith of the Churches. It is a Council for executive pur-

poses, and your doctrines are settled in your General Assemblies,

as they now are. It is only to deal with the question of the ex-

tension of our religion over the world : to help the feeble Churches,

is one proposition.

That leads me to suggest another idea. We have been warned

not to go into the Council, because we are small. It is like

Rhode Island and New Jersey, those little sand-patches, being

afraid of going into the American Union. A pretty story, for

Rhode, Island to make a fuss about going into the Confederation

with other States ! Why, it is the large party that have reasons

to fear, because in the Council we shall be equal to the largest.

And if that big Assembly at the North don't behave themselves

and stand by the truth, we little bodies will conspire together

and make them behave themselves! That is my idea of the

thing. I am not afraid to risk the Southern Presbyterian Church

in any common concern in the world. Let us only have a fair
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and equal voice, and I am not afraid of our being overrun. I

maintain that, in proportion to our numbers, though it may seem

a little boastful, we have more brains and more orthodoxy than

any, and can better defend ourselves in any common scrimmage.

As I tell ray people at home, I am not afraid to go into any of

these cooperative things. Presbyterians have brains enough to

stand up for their end of the matter, in any partnership they go

into. But we are not going into any partnership. Dr. Palmer

suggests that we put it off till next year. My complaint is that

we have been playing Rip 'Van Winkle long enough. This thing

has been going on for two or three years, and we are going to

wait until it is all fixed, and then ask for admission ! Sir, I

want to be at the first. I want to go in there before the door is

shut and I have to be voted in by these brethren at the North.

I would rather take part in forming the Constitution than to wait

until it is done, and then ask permission to come in. Dr. Palmer

speaks of his pride in the glorious truths which we hold, and in

being isolated in the teaching of them. Sir, I trust I love those

truths, and I have as much admiration of them, and I feel

as proud, as he, when 1 hear even the Northern brethren speak

of us, as I have heard them, as the purest body of Presbyterians

in the world ; but I think Dr. Palmer mistakes his calling in

what he says about holding them in isolation. That is not my
notion. If we have got a pure Presbyterianism, I want to go and

tell it to somebody else. I want " to tell to sinners round," what

a glorious gospel we have found. It is not our business to "hide

our light under a bushel." Jesus Christ told us to preach the

gospel to every creature. I want to get our Presbyterianism into

the "frontier and destitute settlements" of the North. I am

proud to say that I had a sort of invitation to consider the ques-

tion whether I would go t) Philadelphia to take charge of a

church that was a New School church before the reunion, and I

had to make the reply that I was at the centre, at Louisville, and

was too old to go into the frontier and destitute settlements.

That just brings up the grand mistake that I think my good

brother Palmer, whom I love above all men in the Church, and

admire the most, and Dr. Girardeau make. As I told the Nash-

. i-,
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ville Assembly, the grand trouble with the Southern Church was,

that in the command to ''go, teach all nations," they interpreted

the " all nations" to mean their side of the Potomac and Ohio.

I do not believe in that. We have got the true thing ; we have

the true metal, and I want to go out and ring it in the ear of

these Moderates, and No-Churchmen, and Broad-Churchmen. I

want to put ourselves in the position where our testimony for

Jesus Christ, and for a pure Church, will be heard—not to stand

here in our isolation, and the world know nothing about it. There

is where Dr. Palmer and I differ—not that we diifer in our ad-

miration for the Southern Church ; but I admire it so much that

I want other people to see how beautiful and how strong it is. I

have changed no principles that I know of, brethren. If I seem

to have liberalised up a little in some of these things, I stand by

my principles as I always did. I have so much faith in them—

£

used to be not so certain, but now I am so certain that my prin-

ciples are true—that I want to go all over the earth and proclaim

them.

Savs Dr. Palmer ; "'Go into alliance with those Church- and-

State men over there !" Sir, the Church-and-State system is

tottering to its full, and I want to go over there and help shake

it down ! I felt gratified when that book, " Discourses of Re-

demption," with that appendix bringing out the doctrine of the

Southern Church so strong against Church -and- Stateism, was

published in Edinburgh by Clark & Co., the great theological

house. I do not know anything that delighted me more than to

see those Scotchmen reading that appendix. I tell you the

Church-and-State system is not going to trouble any of us very

long. I do not believe it will last until the first meeting of this

great Council. Understand, I am not advocating going in ; I

am only advocating discussing the matter with these brethren,

and if they do anything we are afraid of, quit in time ; but if

we wait and go in after the thing is all formed, we have to go in

at a disadvantage.

Dr. Palmer's third argument was that a change had been made

in the paper. Well, he knows more about it, I see, than I do.

He says that out of this paper there has been dropped the thing
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that alarmed him most. Why, that proves that a more sensible

set of men had got hold of the thing.

I agree with Dr. Palmer, that we cannot touch Congregation-

alism with any alliance. We have suffered from that. There is

where we suffered- in the Westminster Assembly when it com-

promised. I vowed to take that Form of Government at my or-

dination, and I take a great deal more. I take the Second Book

of Discipline of the old original Scotch Church—that original

Constitution that called for this Council of Presbyterians of all

the world.

I would just say in conclusion, that I have been led to this

simply by hearing, as you have heard everywhere, complaints

that our Church isolates itself I complained over there in Ed-

inburgh of the way we were treated by the churches of Scotland

and Ireland. They said, " Oh, we told our delegates to go to

your Assembly as well as to the other." "Yes," said I, "but

when you get there, you never find any United States south of

Baltimore and Washington. The strip by the Lakes is all you

see. You do not know any Presbyterian Church but this North-

ern body." "Yes, but we have sent delegates to your body."

" Yes, and I prophesy that your delegates will go to the Balti-

more Assembly, and when they are about going to Little Rock,

those fellows will make them believe that they are in certain

danger of their lives, unless they carry an arsenal." Good men,

our friends, like Dykes of London, Rainy and others in Edin-

burgh, when I said, "You take the Northern accounts of us,"

said, " But you isolate yourselves ; how can we get any account

of you?" When Dr. John Hall, who is a friend of ours at

heart, and of our principles, because he is a conservative man,

said, " You have no literature in your Church at the South." I

said, " We are a talking people, rather than a writing people."

He said, " Why are you complaining that you are not known?
that the world believes the stories of these Northern men ? If

you are foolish enough to give them all the writing and isolate

yourselves, how can you expect the world to do anything else?"

Therefore, I want to take the step. I doubt whether we shall

have a delegate at this Conference ; it is simply a Conference

VOL. XXVI., NO. 4—9.



> Y ye^v *' I
V* ^ -Ttf /-J »-y;

>

6T0 ^e General Assemhly at St. Louis. [Oct.,

to consider and amend this proposed constitution. I want to

show, if we do not do anything else, that we are interested in

this great matter. The general principle that governs me in

this, is the same that made me ask the Assembly to thank the

Sunday-school Union for their missionary work. We are poor,

broken down, oppressed. We have got the truth, but we have

not got the means of circulating it. I am for taking hold of

everything that will help to hold us up, and carry our glorious

Southern Presbyterianism, in its purity, to the end of the world.

Therefore, I want this resolution passed.

The Rev. Mr. Silliman : I feel that ray good brother Palmer

is too " scarey" in this matter. We cannot afford to let this

opportunity pass. Stave it off another year, and it will be too

late. I am entirely in favor of rescinding the resolution of last

year.

Dr. Irvine : I said a few things this morning, very briefly. I

wish to say a few words to-night, if it is not too late. Perhaps

it is unseemly on my part, as I am comparatively a stranger, to

say anything in this Assembly ; but a few things have been ad-

vanced by our respected and beloved brother Palmer and by his

eloquent colleague from New Orleans, which I think have not

been entirely met by the argument of Dr. Robinson ; and it is

on that account that I want to make a statement or two.

First of all, it is assumed by both these brethren, and it runs

through their arguments, that a juridical or authoritive power is

to be assumed by or conceded to this Council. There are two

grand fundamental principles which the Presbyterian Church,

from the days of Calvin and Knox to this day, has held, and for

which this Church has most nobly contended. The first is that

her doctrinal standards are founded on and are agreeable to the

word of God. For that principle, more blood was shed at the

Reformation than any other—I mean the first Reformation. The

second principle is that which was admirably and forcibly brought

out by the retiring Moderator—that the constitution and order

of the Presbyterian Church are founded in God's word. For

these two grand fundamental principles of our holy and heaven-
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given Presbyterianism, our fathers in the motherland and you in

this land have most nobly contendeo. ;);;..

Now, Moderator, if that Constitution, a mere synopsis of which

has been read to-night, and which is but tentative (it is thrown

out for hints, and your delegate to London, if you send one, may
tear it up if he likes)—if that or any other Constitution should

interfere with these grand fundamental principles of Presbyte-

rianism, I should at once lift my voice against sending a single

delegate to London or Edinburgh. But this proposition leaves

your Confessions as they are and where they are. It tells these

holy and godly men who have been compared to the conies on

the mountain tops of the Alps—it tells that ancient Church of

the Valleys, that they may bring their Confessions of Faith with

them, and that this will not be a juridical body, a General Assem-

bly, (I would like to see such a one myself,) with any authority

to introduce or alter one single sentence or section. It tells the

Churches of Scotland and Ireland and England that they may

come with their Confessions of Faith and their Solemn League and

Covenant. It tells the General Assemblies in these States that

they may all bring their symbols and lay them on that table, and

that the Council will not dare to interfere with one solitary princi-

ple ofdoctrine held or maintained by these Churches. It says the

same to the Presbyterian Churches of France, and of Switzerland,

and all on the continent of Europe. It invites Australia with her

united Church, (I remember when there were three,) and the

Church in Canada, once three distinct Assemblies, but which

meet next month in Montreal as one body, all singinjg the same

Psalms, all fighting for the same great principles, the old Church

having shaken oflf all the church perquisites acquired when

Canada was ceded by France to Great Britain. This proposal,

therefore, interferes with no solitary principle held by us or any

of the various Churches. If it did, I would say. Away with all

such proposals for union ; it is building with untempered mortar
;

we hold no alliance with a body which dares to interfere with the

glorious principles laid down in our standards.

With regard to the second point, what does it say there ? There

are some little elements of difference between the Church of the
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Waldenses and ourselves in regard to government ; there is some

difference between the old Church of Scotland, the United Church,

and the Reformed Church, in regard to government. Now, in

that great Council which it is proposed to hold, how much of the

" establishment" element, to which Dr. Palmer has very justly

referred, will you find ? You will find a few who are receiving

some paltry sums out of the public purse in France, it is true
;

and a few from Scotland who hold the old establishment princi-

ples and collect teinds and tithes. The Irish Church has flung

off the Regium Donum^ and the Established Church of Scotland

is now suing before the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain for

disestablishment. And what will be the result? The result

will be that the old Church of Scotland and the Free Church of

Scotland will, probably, before Dr. Robinson or Dr. Palmer is

called to the Church in glory, be all rolled up into one great

body—the Presbyterian Church of Scotland—just as in Aus-

tralia and in Canada.

Dr. Lefevre : I am suffering from a suppressed speech, but

instead of making it, I call for "the question."

The call was su8':ained, and the question was taken on Dr.

Chapman's amendment, to strike out the latter part of Dr.

Robinson's substitute, leaving it to read :
'' Resolved^ That this

Assembly appoint a Committee on Confederation of the Presby-

terian Churches of the world, with authority to correspond with

similar committees of the Presbyterian bodies in reference to the

Constitution to be proposed in such a^General Council." This

amendment was not agreed to, the vote showing, on a division,

37 to 41.

The question recurred on Dr. Robinson's substitute, which was

agreed to. On the original resolution, as amended, a " call for

the question" was made and sustained. A call for the ayes and

noes was not agreed to, and the vote was taken by a division,

which stood 44 to 28.

So the resolution as amended was adopted. The Moderator

appointed as the Committee, Dr. Robinson, Dr. Lefevre, Mr.

Murkland, and Judge Inglis.

Thanks having been voted to the citizens of St. Louis for gen-
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erous hospitality and considerate courtesy ; to the churches of

the city which had been opened to our ministers ; to the Rail-

road Companies which had reduced fares for members of the

Assembly ; and to the Postmaster at St. Louis for special postal

facilities—the Assembly was dissolved, and another required to

meet in the First Presbyterian church in Savannah, on the third

Thursday in May, 1876, at eleven o'clock a. m. A hymn was

sung, and the Moderator made prayer and pronounced the apos^

tolic benediction.

Note.—The following was accidentally omitted on p. 614

:

ASSEMBLY'S ACTION ON FOREIGN MISSIONS.
ft

1. The Assembly, gratefully recognising the hand of God in the suc-

cess and enlarged scope of our foreign missionary work, would express

its strong conviction that this enlarged character of our operations de-

mands increased liberality on the part of our people. The Assembly

therefore enjoins upon all its Presbyteries to see that each of their respec-

tive churches shall have the subject of Foreign Missions presented to its

consideration during the current year, and an opportunity afforded to

each to contribute to the cause. And it further recommends that, in

some methodical way, the Presbyteri ess. shall strive to secure the compli-

ance, on the part of all their Sessions, with the duty prescribed. The
Assembly would urge the Presbyteries to make a most earnest effort to

secure at least an average of eighty cents for each member in their

churches. If this be done—and it surely ought to be done—the Execu-

tive Committee will be enabled to carry on its work without embarrass-

ment, and to provide for the liquidation of its debt.

2. The Assembly heartily approves the course of the Executive Com-

mittee by which the present enlarged scope has been given to our foreign

missionary operations. It would express, at the same time, the convic-

tion that it would be injudicious to expand our operations in any way
that will require increased expenditure, until present financial embar-

rassments are removed.

3. This Assembly calls attention to the remarkable fact that the gifts

of our Sabbath-schools and the "Women's Missionary Associations,"

during the year past, amount to one-third of the entire sum furnished by

the regular contributions of the churches. And in view of this fact, the

churches are urged to a large increase of these Associations; and the

officers, teachers, and pupils of our Sabbath-schools are appealed to, to

make still greater efforts in this good work, assured they will realise the

precious truth of our Saviour's words—that "it is more blessed to give

than to receive."
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