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A privted letier, dated at Newark, aud signed ¢ James Rich-

ards,” Las, withina few days, come to ous knowledge. It does
not ciearly sppeay, from the face of this letter, whether it is
an official communication, or & private one. We have been in-
formed, hewever, from what we deem an authentic source, that
it is the latter. ‘The Rev, Dr. Richards muat, of course, be con.
silered as rasponsible for its cantents—ang as it is, in our opin-
{on, caloulated to make &n erroncous impressios with respect
1o our cepduct at 8 certain meeting in New-Brunswick, called
for the parpose of organizing an Falucation Society, in the month
of November last, and also i regard tu certain stepa taken by
us, in conjunction with other brethren, to form an Education So-
ciety in Philadelghia, we consider some notice of it as due botii
to the public and ourselves.

The statement of facts in this letter, as far as it goes, is not ma.
terially incorrect. But ceveral particulars, important to a full
view of the subject, are wholly omitted ; either because they were
unknowr Lo the writer, or because it was not Lo his purpose to
state them : and some facts are placcd in such a light, and such
inferences drawn from them, zs entirely to misreprerent their
real character. This, we think, will clexcly appeas from the ful-
lowing narrative, to which we respecifully beg your sttention.

The design of attempting to furm un Education Secietly, upuna
large scale, had been seriously entertained by us, awi L.1d beea
made the subject of repeated conversations, n.ore than o year
ago. Ata mecting of the Presbytery of Kew-Brunswick, te which
we belong, in the first week of Cctober last, a propossi was
maade to the members of that body, when in session, 1o form a
tocal sqciety, of this nature. When it was represented, howev-
cr, that it would be much better to attempt to form 2 geueml
society, for the whole church; and that the proper time and
place for making such an effort, would be in Philadelphia, at the
meeting of the next General Amembly, it was unanimously
agreed to dismiss the subject, with the view of tuking it up ar
the time proposed.

1'wo weeks afterwards, when the Syvnod with which we are
connected, met in New.York, & respectable miniater o shiot city
inquired of one of us, in Syund, whedier an education sosiety
for ou> Church had ever been thorght of, and whethe; some-
thing of the kind could not be attempted ! He was informed of
the circumstances shove related; and a decisive opinic: was
L Lpresseq, LKL 1t weuld still be better to wait till the meeting
of {ue Assembly in May, that the representatives of the whole
church might have an opportunity of commencing it with united
counszl. To this he replied, that the Americun Education Society,
in New-England, either had taken, or were ihen taking, mea-
sures for sending an agent to the South, to soficit contributions
to their funds; and that he thought it better to anticipate
them; to furm a society of our own, without loss of time; and
1hus secure t8 o.r treasury a part, at least, of the funds which
would otherwise full into theirs.  Yielding to these suggestions,
we consented to sitead a meeting for Itation and incipient
measures. At this meeting a Committee was cppointed to draft
a Constitution ; and alse empowered to call another meeting, to
consider and adopt it, when and where they might think proper,

The Camumittee, agreeably to the powers vested in them, cal-
led snether mecting, st New-Brunswick, on the 26th of Novem.
ber following ; when their draft of a Constitution was produced.
The first imporiant article which came under discussien was that
whick determined the object of the Society. This article confi.
ned the grsivitous education proposed to be furnished, to the
Academical course, without making any provision for aid in prose-
cuting Theological studies.® This was objected to, s leavi ing
a very important branch of the charity contemplated by the friends
of this socicty unprovided for; and as very improperly proli-
biting the extersion of ssistance even in cases of the most inter-
esting urgency. But we were told, by the majority, that this was
considered, by the framers of the Constitution, as one of the most
essentiai featnres of the whole plan ; that there were known to be
differences of theological opinion among us ; and that unless we
left out the theological part of education altogether, it would be
impossible to proceed harmoniously. We were both surprized
&0 grieved to hear an argument of this kind introduced. We
had hoped that the undertaking in which we were engaged,
would not involve party views or feelings. The majority, how-
ever, persisted in this course of discussion, and repeatedly
avawed thieir determination to act with a reference 1o those dif-

fevences of opinion ia forming the proposed society.  Although
®8ee article 2d.
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inich dissatisfied with the aricle, snd witi this method of, dé-
fending it; and although we verily thought it would prévent
much of that benefit from the society which we had fondly antl.
cipated; yet, 80 anxious were we to maintain harmony with bur
brethren, that we agreed to letit Rl without further nypommn

The next important article on which difference of opinion arose,
was that whichk provided for the appuintaient of E ive Com-
mittees, and prescribed the manner in which the funds of the so-
ciety should be distributed g them.* This, we were told,
by the majority, was, in their view, the vital part of the system.
It appeared to us extremely complicated, and scarcely intelli-
gible. To remove this difficulty, an elaborate exposition of it
was given. We objected again, that these commitiees, as the ar-
ticle then stood, were free from all relponnb\lsty to tlie Society,
and might abuse their privileges to any cxtent, without the possi-
bility, that we could sec, of applying a remedy. To remove this
objection, the last clause of the article, as it now stands, was ad-
ded  We had anothier objection still. The power vested in Bx.
ecutive Committces, to draw from the general fund, in propor.
tion to the number <f young men whom they should report, with.
out any adequate restriction, appeared to us exceedingly likely
to produce great dissatisfaction, and in the end, injustice in the
distribution. The majority, however, would by no means yield
or modify this point. It was declared to be, in their view, & ne-
cessary provision ; and a leading indivilual of their number avow.
cd, that it was their intertion in New-York, tosend to those pla-
ves where the Lord had poured out his Spisit, and gather up all
th= yousg men of piety and talents they could obtain, and others
might do the same; bu* that in the application of the funds, or
in judging cf the characters of the young men, they must not be
controuled. To some of the minority this article appeared so
objectiopable, that they could not have subscribed the Conatitu.
tion %kad there been no other obstacle.

‘the last article which guve rise to difference of upinion, was
that which provided for a regular alternation of the annual meet-
ings of the socicty, between New-York and Philadelphiai It
soon became apparent that this was not merely a favourite point
#ith the majority, but one from which they were resolved in no
degree 0 recede.

To this arlicle we had strong objections. We stated tn thp
meeting the steps, in detail, which ¥ ¢ vt surslies take va
this subject. We urged, that the sucirt it plced petmaacntiy
in Pliladelphia, would commsnd the confiucn-.e of the gicwt v
dy of our Church, especially to the South und West, more ¢
pletely than any other locatinn <onld possible secure; that it
would be fur more easy fur di inisters and elders to attend
its annual mcetings there, than at any other place ; that, as we
had given to the Society the name of the * Presbyterian Church
in the United States of America,” it was demlnded by fnrncts
that we should make it, as far as possible, a g Tepr
tive of that charch; that if the annual meeung of the aoclety
shonld take place cvery other year in New-York, It would be in
effect, every other ycar, cutting off by far the greater part of the
members of the Genera! Asscmbly from attendance upen it, since
very few of the southern and western members were in the hab-
it of going on to the meeting of the American Bible Society in
New-York ; that our church was scattered vver such an immense
territory, that there was absolutely no other occasion on which
we could hope ta bring any large number of her ministers and ¢l-
ders together, than at the General Assembly: und that even the
ng the confidence and co-operation
!y mare Lhan counterbalance
second year in the luige and

fecuriary advanuage uf gai
of the whole burch, would ceriai
the advantage of meeting cvery
wealthy city of New-York.

In urging these considerations we solcmnly disclaimed all party
views. We declared our readiness to co-aperate in any society,
which should be the result of the fuir and unbisssed expression of
the will of our church, whatever views or opinions might predom-
inate in such society. But we appcaled to our Brethren, wheth-
it was possible for a mceting so small, and so farfrom being
unanimous, to form, with advantage, a socicty for our whole
church.

These consideratiuns, however, were all urged in vain. The
uniform and undisguised reply was, that the society, if perma-
nently placed in the city of Phitadelphia, would receive a stamp,
which the majority of the then present meeting and their friends
could by no means approve; and that a constant vibration be-
tween the two great Cities, wo'tdd be the only methad of serur
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ing to it that impartiality of character which they considercd as
essemisl  They consented, however, that the further consiclera-
tion of this article shoui 1 be suspended fora short time.

It was now late at nignt. Several ineffectusl efforts were made
by the minority, ta adjourn before the final vote was taken. But
the majority, notwithstanding every remonstrance, pressud tor.
ward, and adopted the Constitution before they adjourned —
They agree-l, however, to meet in the morning, to appaint uffi.
cery, and finish the business.

R fection, in the course of the night, by no mcans diminished
ont dissatisfaction at what had occurred.  in the morning we had
some comparison of ileas with the Brethren from Philadelphia,
whose impressions we found to agree with our own. We had an
opportunity also of conversing treely with some of the leading
members of the majority, to whom our views were fully expluin.
ed. We distinclly stated to them the consequences which we
pated, if they should persist in their course of measures.
D+ Richards, in pasticular, in conversation with one of us, un-
equivoeally assented to the prediction, that if the business weni
onas it was then going, the formation of another sucicty must be

the consequence ; declaring, in so muny wards, that this was his
impression. And we did believe, on the whole, from the tenor
of their remarks, that these Brethren were convinced of the -
pirtance of conciliatory measures, and disposed to adopt shem,

«LB‘& torether again in public mecting, every
hope of ths kindsaecdil: We first moved te re-con-
sider the motion tur adapting the Constitution, which hud passed
the preceding eveniag, with a view that the whole business
shiould he laid over, in a2 unfinished state, anl taken up by a
general meeting, e May next, in Phildelphic We nrged that
it might then be resumed and finished with more deliberation
and impartiality, and with a much better prospect of detng that
which shoukd be acceptable to our whele Bodly, than at present
O:r motion was Tejected.

T owe cam
vanishied.

But in vain.

We then male one more effort. We moved that the fire
annual mecting of the society should be in Philudelphin, inthe
month of May next: observing, that as a han:lful of us had form.
e it without censulting the representatives of the several
Presbyteries, it was notjﬁing more than decorous to embrace
“he earliest Wn‘qo{ doing this ; and esnccially of allewing
‘hem to shave in the election of the ro=adir ¢ v biyed of
ilirectors, thee o be ohosen . But siitl in vain Tl motion
shared the same fase with the preceding  Ftwas acknowiedged,
i uiced, without hesitation,that the arguments i favour of ad journ-
mg to meet at Philadelphia in the spring were very strong. Bt
the consideration which outweighed all others, and which was
openly avuwed, and by none muore explicitly than by Dr. Richards
himself, way, that if the first annual mecting were held in Phila-
delphia, and the electiun of the remaining Directors cumpleted
there, it would be in the power of the members of the Assembly,
anik the inhabitants of that city, to impress wpon the society what
character they pleased; znd that, to guard against this result,
they were resolved, that the first annual meeting should be held
i1 New.York ; and accordingly it was so decided by a large ma-
-y
\We now coasidered our business with this mecting as ended ;
and, important duties requiring our presence at Princeton, we
“ withdrew,” but w«ith neither violence nor passion, as some
might infer, from the manner in which this fact is related by Doc-
tor Richards. We knew, indeed, thut we were under no obliga.
tions to remain Jonger than we pleased.  Yet we respectfully usk.
ed leave to retire, and stated, cach of us for himself, our reasons
tur taking this step.

“The assertion, that we withdrew while the question of loca-
tion was still pending, is partly true. T hc consideration of that
article of the Constitution, which fized (b :
socicty, had been suspended, and not rcsume-l. it was
granted on all hands, that the last vote which was passed, previ-
sty to our withdrawing, decided the principle, and was us con.
rlusive with respect to the main question, as if a furmal vote
tipon it had becn wken.

l!ul

‘That the course which we took was unexpected and disagree-
It certainly was very
and until thiy erisis inthe meeiing, quite as unex.
Hut a sense of duty constrained us to act
N- 1 1

ahle to the majonity, we dn not question
urpleasant,
pecred 10 ourselves.
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*which the majority were not

nrepared o Vhat wyr treatment of our Brethren,

vt withdrawing, was perfectly respectiul, we have never heard
questioned. Was it a criine that we were not able to approve
their pltan? Were we bound to remain with them to the last mo-
ment that they might think proper to continue together. mercly
to see them finish a work in which we coukl not co-operate ?
What would it have availed to remain? Was it desirable to
prolong discussions which evidently answered no other purpose
than to irritate ? Tlhiere was not the icast prospect that our votes
or counsels would effect any alteration in the general result ; and
our subsequent course would not have been diffcrent if we had
remained till the clusc of the meeting.

From this plain statement of fucts, on the correctness of which
yonu may depen:d, you will be atle to decide who it was that, in
this buminess, “acted with a bold und vigorous hand”; who it
was that displaycd more of “ haste than of wisdom ; who it was,
that evinced most of ¢4 disposition 10 have the whole thing in
“their own hands™; und who it was that resolved to proceed
with a ‘¢ total indifference to the feelings and wishes” of their
brethren.

The next complaint of 1ir Richards relates to certain overtures
of reconciliatian made * te the gentlemen in Princeton,” in the
following week, to which we did not return a favourable answer
Itis true that such osertures weve made, by a respectable minis.
ter of New-York, who respresented some other individuals ac
cancurring in them.  But this communication was entirely unof
ficial It was uncertain, too, whether the majority of their Board
of Dircctors would give it their approbatien.  We knew, more.
over, that the Direclars, if ever so much disposed, had no power
toaler atittle of the Constituiion ; that a proposal for that prr-
pose could zot be hid hefore the society until May next ; and
that it must then lic for consideration a whoie year, unless
it should command a anunimons vote. I addition toall this, we,
as individuals, harl no right to act Others were interested.
whom we were unable Steps had been taken to or-
ganize another society vwhich we conld not arrest.  And, finall:,
the proposs made Jid not reael onr views ; and, therefore,
conhl not have beer fovourably received, if all other objections
Lad heen removed.

o consuit.

Rut among the heaviest of all the complaints enumerats * n
this letter, are, the following,—that we proceeded imme - - -
to form another sacicty ; that we assumed a general name ;2.0
we took no natice, in oonr letters of invitatinn of 1ha Knrintg
furmed at Vew.drurswick: that we sent these letters even to
the Brethren from whomn we dissented ; and chose, among our
officers, indiv duals frem the city of New.York. These proceed-
ings Dr. Richards and his friemls appear to consider as violations
of their rights, or, ut least, as vcry reprehensible infringements
of delicacy.

We i, indeed take measures, as soon as convenient, to form
another society, agrecably to our original plan.  And dees sny
one dispute our right to do this? Was it not as competent for
us to engage in a plan of this kind as for other individuals ¢
Were we deprived of our right because our brethren had exer-
cised the same ! As we could not concur with them, we have
wet to learn that it was a violation, either of their “rights,” or
of their just “feelings,” to pursue our own course. Jf there be
any persnns dissatished with both the existing societies, they
certainh have, now, as perfect & right to form a tkird, as if these
had never been projected. And we are free to say, that in do-
ing so, they would violate none of our * feelings.” In choosing
a name, we recollected, that every secicty has the liberty of
taking its own style at pleasure. And as we did hope and be-
licve, that our saciety would eventually become, what we un-
feignedly wished it should be, a representative of the great budy
of our chinrch, we thought there was no impropricty &
a general name.  Nav, we verily thoughs Gl yielding to our
Brethren, the solc use of the name which they had chosen, viz
“the Fducation Society of the Presbyterian Church in the United
¢ States of America,” woukl be something like acknowledging,
that they were the real and only representative of our church,
and that we claimed to be nothing but a2 local and partial insti-
tution. Would this have been duing justice to ourselves’ Be-
sides ; befure we formed our constitution, or made choice of our
name, a letter was written to Dr. Richards himself, the express
object of which wus, to deaw from him and his friends sume sug-
gestion or proposal with respect to a modification of their name,
Fo this lewter, which was written more than iwo months ago, 8
civil, at least, if not a satisfuctory answer, was cn: fidently expect-
gt but none of any kind was ever received. If there had exist-
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i %2 reat & readiness, as our Heverend Brouer glledges, to
take a less general name, and to contract into & more local soci-
«ty, why was no disclosure of it made inreply to this communt-
cation? After ali, however, we have no disposition to contend
sbont & name ; and, for ourselves, hiave 5o objection to any such
moditication of that which our society has chosen, a8 may pro-
mote barmony.

That in our publications, we took no notice of any existing
wsciety, was the result, not of hosulity or contempt, but solely
of a desire of peace. We juwijed, on mature dehberation, that
it would be best to attempt no detail uf the unpicasant occurren-
ccs at New-Brunswick, nor even to slude to them  Nay, this
principle of giving no offence wus carricd so fur, that, sithough,
in the onginal draft of our addiess to the Churches, there was a
paragraph, in which the suciety formed at New-Brunswick was
mentiones), in a pointedly respectful and umicable manner, yet,
lest it should be nisconstrued, or excite an nnpleasant feching n
Had s similar course buen pursued
but we furbear,

any oiie, it was stricken aut.
by our Brethren of the other Suciety’

As to the complaint, that Jetters of invitation to vur meeting
wete sent to members and officers of the other Sociely ; we have
only to remark that we personally regretted this, when informe)
of it. But still we knew not how we could impute blame on a--
count ofit.  Where was the fine tobe drawn between these shio
were, and those who were not to be invited ¢ There was the best
teason 0 believe that some whose names were published us offi.
cers of their Socicty, preferred ours, and would speedily join it.
Let the line be drawn where it might, some offence woull be
given. Was it very blameable, then, to be of the opinion that it
was better not to attempt to deaw it at «ll?

Dr. Richarls appears to mistake the import of the name assum.
ed by our Socicty, It does not imply that the Society either
claims ur propuses to be under the care of the General Assem-
bly 5 but s mply that it is the Society of that Church whick is under
the cure of the General Jdesemb’y.

We deeply regretted, from the beginning, that party consider-
ations shouk! have been brovght into view on this subject. We
sull regret it. But since it has been dore and persisted in, by
our Brethrer, we hope it will be offensive to none, if we most
respectfully offer a few queries, founded on the acknowledged
fact, that there are differences of opinien in our Church——
Was it unre bie to doubt whether Brethren off from ene
nagadsxrnacd, and, with respeet to theological opinions, all, ex-
cepting a singic individual, of one parry, were, or could be, quali-
fied to form a Constitution imparually adapted to our whole
Chorch ? Of those who finally adopted the Constitution, was there
a glitary individiedl, who did not belong to that party / Was it
‘tnreasonable in those, who, though a small minority at the meet-

ing in question, =ncerely believed that they represenied the
sentiments of a large majority of our Church, to wish that an
opportunity might be afforded for the deliberate and fair expres-
siun of the opinion of the whole Church? Was it unreasonable 1n
the minonity, when they well knew, not only that a great and
puwerful Education Society was in full operation in New-Eug-
land; but also that another, no less powerful, and perhaps more
rich, had also been organized in the state of New-York, and in
the bosom of that part of our Church ; —was it unreasonable, that
on this, as well as on other accounts, they should think it highly
expedient to carry the permauent seat of our Society at lcast as
far south as Philadelphia 7—Would the minonty have been faith-
ful to the church of which they are members, if they had either
concurred in tlie measures pursued, or been silent, when thiey
verily thought that both the interests and wishes of a great ma-
jority of that Church were not cunsulted ? Did it “ eviace a dis-
pustinn to have every thing in our vwn hands,” that we were
unwilling to become subservient to a plan, which, bowever hon-
enly intended, we were persuaded, in its operation, would be far
froro being either impartial or beneficial > These are scrious
qucstions, which we hupe will be considercd w.th coulaess and
candour.

We have no desire 1o foment divisions in the church. Peace is
dear to our hearts.  Scenes of strife are as abhorrent frum our
natural feeling:, as they are from our religious princijles. No
charge can be more unfoumded than that “ we are indiferent to
the feelings and wishes™ of those highly respected Brethiren
from whom we have dissented.. Those who are acquainted with
us know, that we have repeatedly donec our utmest o prevent
the adoption of measures offensive 1o them. And if we are not
deceived, it is one of the most unfeigned desires of our hearts,
that every thing calculated tamdienate or divide may be taken out
of the way. In forming the plan of an Education Society, noth.
ing was further from our minds than party views. and we yet
feel readly, for ourselves, to form any union, or to co-cperate in
any association which appears to be impartialiy adapted to the
benefit of the church  If measures of a divisive character and
tendency are adopted, they shall not come from us. We hupe
they will be pursued by none.  We sincerely hope that even the
worthy Brethren from whom we have been compelled, on this
painful occasion, to «-iasate, wher th o Ay e far
conduct, wiil sec itin & Hiferear bght W bepr s e !
yet strive togettier wath L o, o e RAUTERORY a0 L LovE, A <
as the faith et 2 - -vospei.

e o Sim grie meeril,
SAMUEL MILLER,
ARCH’D ALEXANDER.
Princtlon, February, 12, 1819.






