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A SERMON,

&e.

PSALM CXIX. 9.

 WHEREWITHAL SHALL A YOUNG MAN CLEANSE HIS WAY?
BY_TAKING HEED THERETOQ ACCORDING TO THY WORD.”

BETWEEN a nursery of trees and a seminary of
learniug, there is a striking resemblance. Insuch a
nursery you behold a number of plants growing in
close, regular order, until the proper time for trans-
planting them shall arrive. Among them, some are
much more vigorous and flourishing than others ; but,
from their present appearance,you cannot foretell their
future prosperity: for, owing to unfavourable cir«
cumstances, some, as soon as they are transplanted,
will wither and die before they have begun to take

root. Others, on account of some disease contracted

in the nursery, or because they meet with aa unfa-
vourable soil, will never thrive and be fruitful. They
will prove mere cumberers of the ground, occupying
the place of good trees, and casting a noxious shade
over ather plants: But a third class, although they
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may flourish, appear vigorous, and so expand as to
fill a large space. yet through some mistake or neglect,
having never been inoculated with a right bud, or
ingrafted with a scion from a good tree, they pro-
duce no good fruit ; for however abundant it may be,
it will be found bitter and unwholesome. But while
some of the most promising disappoint the husband-
man’s hopes, others, which, while confined to the
_ narsery, gave no indications of vigour, when trans-
planted to a congenial soil, spring up and flourish,
~ and far exceed the hopes which were entertained of
their future excellence.

Thus it is in a seminary of learning. Here we
survey a number of youth subject to that discipline
which is intended to prepare them for future useful-
ness; but from their present appearance or attain-
ments, we cannot-predict with any certainty, what
will be the destiny of each, when transplanted into
the world. We may, indeed, from having observed
the course of events in relation to many others simi-
larly situated, form a probable judgment, what the
result will be, in regard to the collective body ; but
We cannot conjecture, on any certain grounds, the
course of individuals. Some, who now ferm a part
of this assembly, will probably survive their entrance
into the world, but a short time. The occurrences
of every year emphatically teach this solemn lesson.
You have only to look into your College Catalogue,
to be assured of the truth of this remark. In how.
many instances do the indications of death stand
affixed to the names of persons, whom we lately
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saw here, in all the bloom and gayety of health and
spirits! .

Others, probably, will be mere cumberers of the
ground. As here, they are idle, licentious, insin-
cere, proud, vindictive, or malignant; so, when
they take their place in society, they will not only be
useless tembers, but will send forth a baleful influ-
ence on all around. Some, indeed, who are not
now very promising, may disappoint the fears of their
friends and teachers, and may rapidly advance in the
acquisition of that knowledge and those habits, which
ennoble the character of man, and render him useful
to society, far beyond any expectation which is at
present entertained of them. - Such instances, how-
eter, are rare. They are not occurrences in the ordi-
nary course of events. Generally, the tree will be
found answering to the characterof the plant when
extracted from the nursery. What youth are in
College, they usually continue to be through life ;
except in those cases where the grace of God inter-
poses and changes the course of nature.

It is then a matter of great importance that young
men should commence life, with a stock of good
principles. For want of these, many possessed of
respectable talents, are worse than useless to socie-
ty ;—they are a nuisance. On this subject, however,
the ideas of many persons are obscure, partial, and
inadequate. All will agree that it is important that
young men should enter the world with good princi-
ples; but ask them what are good principles, and
you will find that, in most instances, their ideas are

"vague; or, that they are radically erroneous. And as
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to the proper method of acquiring good moral princi-
ples, they labour under -still greater confusion of mind.
Indeed, most parents, although they wish their chil-
dren to do well in the world, know not how to ad-
vise them, except in a very general way. It never
enters into their mind, that true religion is essential
to the existence of moral excellence. They may,
indeed, feel some kind of reverence towards religion,
but they often dread, rather than desire, that their
sons should fall under its influence. Now, believing
as I do, that the only effectual method of preserving
young men from the contamination of vice, and from
the gulf of perdition, is to imbue them with the spirit
of Scriptural piety, I will avail myself of the present
opportunity of addressing this youthful assemblyggo
direct their attention to the instructions which an in-
spired pen has left us, on this point; and which are
found in the words of our text.

Here we have the important question asked,
Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way 2 to
which the answer is returned, By taking Jveed thereto
according to thy word. On the import of this ques-
tion, and this answer, I purpase now to make some
observations.

I. The question here proposed impliestwo things ;
first, that moral purity is a desirable and excellent
thing ; and secondly, that it i8 an acquisition attend-
ed with difficulty.

Itis a very desirable thing that a young man
should know how to cleanse his way, or should at-
tain and preserve moral purity. Of all acquisitions




and possessions, of which man is capable, moral ex-
cellence is the most valuable. In this there is an in-
trinsic worth, which cannot be too highly appreciated.
It constitutes the dignity and glory of every rational
being. Many things which are sought by men with
intense desire, add nothing to their real worth, and
bat little to their happiness. But true virtue enters
essentially into the charact®® of man, and is the only
thing which can render hirf a proper object of esteem.
Other acquisitions are only estimable so far as they
are consecrated and enriched by moral excellence.
Without this, the most splendid gifts are mere tinsel.
No advantages of birth, fortune, or learning, can at
all compensate for the want of this precious jewel.
An angel and a devil are only distinguished from one
another, by the circumstance, that the one possesses,
and the other wants, moral worth. It is to the soul
what health is to the body. Itis, in fact, the life of
the soul, without which nothing is left but the cor-
ruption of death, by which it is rendered odious in
the sight of all good beings. This is a subject, how-
ever, which meither needs, nor admits of much illus-
tration. Every man who attends to the perceptions
of his own mind, must believe, that moral excellence
is the most valuable thing in nature. [lts possession
in an infinite degree, by the Great First Cause, isthat
which renders him so ineffably glorious. But by
what eomparison can we exhibit its value and lustre ?
There is nothing in the universe which will bear a
comparison with it: its excellence is peculiar, and
hes nothing in commen with other -possessions. In
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this respect, it is like the light of day, which is only
known by the perception of its beauty and glory ;
but there is no other material substance with which
you can compare it, or by which you can illustrate
it. So it is with moral virtue; it shines by its own
light, exhibits an unparalleled lustre, borrows no-
thing from any thing else, but sheds a glory on every
thing with which it is comnected. It ought then to
be the first object of hum@n pursuit. It should en-
gage our most constant and intense desires. It should
be valued above all price, and preferred. to all the
riches, pleasures, and splendours of the world. He
who, in any instanee, sacrifices virtue for any thing
else, even if it were for a crown, makes a losing bar-
gain ; for neither crowns nor kingdoms can compen-
sate for the loss of the smallest particle of moral ex-
cellence. And however common it may be, to seek
for riches and honours at the expense of a good con-
science, it never can be approved by umperverted
reason. Every man who pursues such a course must
stand*condemned in his own sober judgment, when-
ever he will allow himself to reflect seriously on the
subject.

But while this possession is lmportant to &ll it
may be said to be peculiarly so to the young; or, if
really not more important to them than to others, it
is yet nrore necessary to urge them, without delay, to
make the acquisition, because youth is the season for
forming the character; it is the seed-time of life.
The learning obtained and the habits contracted in
the morning of life, contimue to exert their influence
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even toold age. The most disgusting vices of the
hoary headed sinner, may commonly be traced to
some defect of good principles in early life. The
character afterwards exhibited, is but the expansion
of the germ which existed in youth. We cannot
therefore be engaged in a more benevolent work,
than in endeavouring to implant sound principles of
virtue and moral rectitude, in  the susceptible minds
of the young.

The question which we are consndermg, also
imptlies difficulty. Wherewithal shall a young man
cleanse his way? is a question which seems to be
made with solicitude, as though it was an object not
easy 40 be accomplished. Indeed, this has been
matter of common observation and complaint, from
the beginning of the world, that the path of virtue is
arduous; that the ways of vice, however painful in
the progress, and ruinous in the end, are easily enter-
ed ; yea, such is the nature of man, that he has only
to follow e current of his own desires, to fall com-
pletely into a course: of iniquity. To preserve
youth from the comtamination of vice, has always
beea copsidered diffieult. With such a nature, and
in the widst of such temptations, how can they
escape the moral evils by which they are surround-
ed? It may not be unprofitable o bring distinetly
before you, some of thecauses of the difficulty of
virtunus living, in relatiow to the young.

Thefisst and greatest difficulty in the way of liviog
virtuously, arises from the strength dnd -impetuosity
of the passions, in thisage.. 'The aydour of youth, in
C B
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all their affections-and pursuits, is too well known to
admit of a: y doubt. By this internal impulse, many
are driven along with as much violence, as a ship
impelled by fierce winds; and, as many give them-
selves up to the government of their passions with
very little regard to the consequences which may en-
sue, they may be fitly compared to a vessel at sea,
without rudder or compass. But most men feel the
Recessity of laying some restraint on their patural in-
. clinations. The prudential motives which urge them
to exercise some degree of selb-control, are too strong
to be utterly neglected ;. therefore, they often form
resolutions to repress the impetuosity of their pas-
sions, and to regulate their indulgence according to
she rules of temperance and moderation. How of-
ten smuch resolutions are ineffectual, it is unnecessa-
¥y to declare: most men have the evidence of the fact
deeply recorded in their own experience. Often, the
ingenuous youth makes a great effort to recover him-
self from the bondage of degrading passions, by which
he has been hurried away into the devious paths of
vice ; -be binds bis sonl by solemm purpases, and per-
baps adds vows to his resalutions : ba, alas! how
weak are the beg sesolations, in the howr whea the
passions, unaccugtomed to control, violently agitate
and impel the yomtiful bosow, end importunately
urge him te a goufbe.of liventious indujgeace! The
perturbation produced by tie passions is a temperary
madnesa.  After they subside, and reflection retarns,
the mings of semorse age almost: insuferable, while
the conscience retains its susceptibitity. When a
young man reflects, that he has committed anm act




11

which is a departure from virtue, which degrades him
in his own eyes, and dishenours -him, as far as it is
known, in the eyes of others, and that he-has violated
his own solemn and repeated resolutions, he feels am
if he could inflict the vengeance due to his folly, with
his own hands ;—he feels, that if it were possible, he
would extinguish his own existence. Batitis alaw
of nature, that the sensibility of any part is diminish-
ed by continual excitement. The-acute feelings of
the body by the repeated applieation of het iron be-
come callous ; so also, moral seasibility grews weak-
er and weaker, until the conscience. is seared as.with
@ hot iron. Besides, when the hope of successful re-
sistamce to vicious propensities is relnquished, relief
is sought from the agonies of shame and remorse, in
those errors which have a.tendency to-hlind the mind
and barden the heart. Guilty men endeavoar to
persuade themselves, that as these passions were im-
planted ia our coustitation by our Creator, there can
be nothing criminal in their iadulgsnee ; espesially,
if thereby wee injure ne one. Suck reasoning, how-
ever, rather serves for an apology when we wish @'
jussify ourselves before men, than an effectual means:
of quisting eur own coneeiences; for we are not more
intimately comscious of -any thing, than that we are
guilty of a fault whes-we.indulge icregular passiens,
And such are dever indelged - wiskiout mjuory, if not
te others, yet certainly to ourselves It is folly to
reason, or to listen to reasoning, i contradiction to
our inteitive perceptions of truth aad dety. Bt this
seasoming in favomr of the induigence of the passions,
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is founded on a false principle. It takes it for grant-
ed, that the inordinate cravings of the appetites and
excess of the passions, is a part of the original con-
stitution of man; whereas, it is the consequence of
the corruption of human nature, for which we are ac-
couatable. God made man upright, but they have sought
out many inventions. The constituent powers and
faculties of man are the same as when he came from
the forming hand of God, but the image of God
in which de was created, has been lost. "It is for
this reason, that there exists such disorder in the
principles of eur nature. A complicated machine
which has lest its regulator, may still operate as
vigorously as ever, but its motions being now direct-
ed to no certain endy can tend to no useful purpose,
but te the destruction of the machine itself.

But although it is difficult for a man to justify his
irregalar conduet before the tribunal of his own con-
science, yet every practical error lrasan unhappy in-
fluence in relaxing the moral restraints under which
he was held. And the strong excitement of passion
creates an iHusory mediam, through which every
ohject is seen clothed with false colours. A persoa
egitated witlt strong emotions, is in.a state of ssmpo-
rary imsamity. As loag as the paroxysm lasts, there
is a real infammtion. Qver such, reason, and the
dictates of wigdom, end the lessons'of experience,
have no imluence. This class ot errors is of the
most dangerous kind. They are the aberrations of
‘the heart and the imaginetion, which always mis-

L . L]
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guide the conduct. And to these feverish excite-
menats, young men are peculiarty liable. Hence,
under the government of passion, they often commit
acts, and take steps, which, in a moment, obscare
all their bright prospects, and lead them onto inevi-
table ruin; for, althoagh the entrance intothe
paths of dissipation is easy, the return is extremely
difficult; as when a man begins to go down a steep
descent, every step gives a fresh momentum to his
motion, so that soon he cannot return, ner stop, but
rushes headlong over the precipice beneath. There is
no hope in the universe more deceptive, thran that by
which a man persuades himself that he will proceed
to a certain limited point in vicious indulgence, and
then return to the paths of virtue. Such a hope
was never realized since the foundation of the world,
unless some other power, besides his own resolutions,
interposed to recover him from ruin. You pereceive
then, that young men experience a real difficulty in
living virtuously, on account of the passions which
are seated in their own bosoms.

Anather di fliculty arises from their want of expe-
rience, apd their disinclination to profit by the coun-
sels and experience of those that have preceded them.
To the young, the sage maxims of the aged. which
they have gathered up in the coutse of a long life,
appear antiquated and uanecessary. Often too, they
ageribe them to the austerity and peevishness which
they suppose belong to old age, after the capacity
and relish for sensifal pleasare are extinguished.
"The rules which experience swggests, appear to the
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ardent minds of youth, too rigid, and calculated for
the destruction of their happiness. Like Rehoboam,
they choose rather to follow the counsel of their
giddy companions, than to be. gunided by the advice
of hoary wisdom. The bold and spirited sugges~
tions of inexperienced comrades, have often an ia~
flueace superior to the judicious and affectionate
connsel of a kind and solicitous parent. The reason
is, that the former better accords with the sanguine
temperanzeat of this daugerous period of life. That
advice is ever welcome, which coincides with in-
clination. How mamy young wen, at college, would
be saved from disgrace and ruin, if they would
enly pursue the course prescribed and urged by
those, who above all others, feel the deepest imterest
in their welfare, and in whom they should place the
highest confidence. All parents, indeed, are not ju-
dicious in their counsels,-bat all are anxious to pro-
mote the happimess of their children; and, whatever
errors they bave fallen imto themselves, they wish to
preserve their sons from evil cowrses.

The tfficulty of autaining to moral excélence,
is increased, in youth, by that.giddiness awd levity
of temper, which is usumily a characteristic of- this
age. The want of a habit of serious.reflection and:
sober eonsideration, is feHowed by rashaess of pur-
pose, and precipitation in actien. No man can so
conduct himself in this werld as to aveid the cene
tamisation of vice, who does not: ponder his patbe,
and consider his ways. And the constitution and
circumstances of the young, especially, amd above
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all, of young men, environ them with temptations
so numerous and ensnaring, that when we survey the
slippery path on which they tread, and the danger
which attends every false step, we may well exclaim
with solicitude, How shall a'young man cleanse his
way ? Certainly, while he goes heedlessly along, he
canuot do it; and yet how little are youth disposed
fo be soberminded, or to take heed to their ways !
Serious consideration would, in innumerable iustan-
ces, preserve them f‘:’n the evnls to which they are
exposed: it would enable them to detect the turpi-
tude of vice, notwithstanding the meretricious deco-
rations with which it is invested, and would break
the infatuation, which so often proves fatal. Dan-
gers would be foreseen where none are apprehend-
ed by the inconsiderate, and important consequences
would be taken into the calculation, which are too
often utterly disregarded. Whatever, therefore, has 2
tendency to produce in youth a habit of serious re-
flection, cannot but be beneficial:  On this account,
solitude, and even sickness, have proved eminently
serviceable to young persons. Teo wmuch and too
constait interconrse with gay companions, is often
imjurfows, by banishing from the mind all serious
consideration. It is usual, by a variety of arts and
amusemenits, to keep up an excessive elevation of
the spirits, which is attended with a transient and
futtering enjoyment, but its teadency is to produce
oblivion of tife past, and inattention to the future,
and to conceal from our view our'real situstion, as
“immortal beibgs.
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Again, the maxims, fashions, spirit, and general
current of opinion and practice, in the world, are
unfavourable to the pure principles of virtue. There

current among men a flexible morality, which
easily accommodates itself to the interest and plea-
sure of its possessor. It is in fact, nothing more
than selfishness, a little refined and disguised ; and
yet, by the multitude, it is deemed sufficient. By
them, high attainments in moral excellence, are no
object of desire or pursuit ; R if they come up, or
seem to eome up, to the standard which is in vogue,
however relaxed it may be, they are satisfied. If a
young man appears to aim at something more pure
or exalted, or if he hesitates to run to the extent of
indulgence, which this system permits, he will be
considered as scrupulous, and unacquainted with the
world; and his conscientious regard to principles
and duty will become a subject of raillery. This is
a weapon which few young men can withstand.
Many who would .remain unmoved by the fires of
persecution, yield to the misplaéed ridisule of
thoughtless companions.

There is, mareover, in the fashionable world, a
spurioas kind of henor, which gains over the minds
of youth, an influenog which predominates over
every virtuous principle. True bonour and virtue
can never be adverse to each other ; indeed, honour,
when genuine, is viriue of the wost refined charac-
ter. It is a sure amd high sense of the obligations
of morglity, ¢xteading even to those things, which,
by persons of little refinement and sensibility, are




overfooked. It is am imtegrity, which disdains not
only every thing base, but shrinks from the least
touch or even appearance of corruption. A map
of genuine honour would sooner lose his life, than

speak a falsehood, of do the least jnjustice te any .

one. [n his hgnd you way safely gonfide yoyr proper-
ty, your reputation, your dearest relatives, your life ;
for.he will never betray bis srust. _ But this spuricus
honour, is a compound of pride and revenge. It
contravenes; in the most palpable cages; the undoght-
ed principles of marality. It sacrifices every thing
to the gratification of a morbid,. selfish sensibility..
In the midst of civillged soeiety, it bas erected a cru-
el and barbarous system of unrelenting setaliation.
For a hwsty ward, it dissolves all the sacred bomds
of friendship, and bids ks devowe. sacrifice his own
life, or mot be satisfied, ugfil he has shad the vital
blood of one whom he does mot and.camnot hate.
It is deaf to the remonstranaes of authosity, and with
a ruthless hgpd, tears asundey the temdqrest ties of
affection angd kmdredt The wigow’s teass and the
orphan’s czigs,, have o effect om thq, hgart. stealed
" with this praciple. The cymd cqdle which this falss
honow has esgablished, has its lawe writtes in blood.
The men whe onee submits to its domjaien, snust

habitually cheri ,tbg purpose of murdering his best
friend, for a real or.imaginary dmeult.. A pracncn,
muoducgd in the darkest ages qf superstition, -has
been adopted as the only proper mode.of decidiag
an affain of Ronouri~va practice, as. unmesonable
as it is cryel; 3 gractcy,, which. puss the injur~
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&d and the injurer, iiito the sae jeepardy of life;
which, terminate as it ey, has no tendency to de-
eide any dispuse on ratienal principles ;—which in-
volves the dearest iutetests of those who have had
no part in the quairel; and which, in defiance 8f all
Jaw, of all virtwe; of all religion, of all the feelings
of nature and friendship, robs- society of valuable
citigens, amiable familiés of their head-and father,
and parents of their beloved sons. And does a civil-
ized, a Christiam nation, tolerate such a practice as
thés, which, circumstanced as it is, has no parallel
ainong the nsosf basbarous and savage tribés? Does
the strong arm of the law pursiie with vengeante,
the poor wretch who, it his wamt, is guilty of a
petty larcerry, and yet' commive wt the horrid crime
of deliberate, premeditated, complicated fhurder ?
What wasepbistieated mipd does not burn with just
indignation, ‘ut. behohling grave sanators, learved
civilians, and distinguished officers of the govern-
ment, basely submitting 16 siich preposigrous prinei-
ciples ; smd, by sheir: pest¥ferous exemple, en-
encowragine, and sfnost conswiining the youth of
our countrs, t6 becime’ the slaves of this croel '
system. - Posterity will net believe, the fact pof they
witl beftevey that we werea set of semni- bar¥ariams.
Bm it is a truth, strange and Jisgraceful as it may
appear, that the very mem whe are ‘appoinged by
the people to make.salutary taws and to admjnister
the government and defend the: coutitry; are oftet
thie firet to trample on the mest sacred ptinciples of
all faw, hiuoven and divigsy Snd wmblushingly, and in
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open day, to be guilty of a crime far more atrocious
than that, which, in nine instances ont of ten, brings
felons to the halter, or to the solitary dungeon. Asd
yet these men hold up their heads, as if their hands
were oot stained with blood, and maintain theis
wsual standing in fashionahle saciety ! , Yes, to the
disgrace of our country, and in defiapee of every
correct principle, the man wha sheds the blood of 3
better man, has no occasion tq seek refage from pub-
lic odium and indignation, in flight. He returns to
the hall of legislation, to make laws ta pupish petty
thieves, or smugglers; or resnmes his exalted seat
- of magistracy ; or walks about with unruffled froat,
as though nothing out of the common course had
occurred! Young mea, how will yau be able to keep
your hands clean from the blood of your fellew men ?
Now, in the midst of such a stateof § °

when by a large npmber, who pretend 1

to the fashionable world, that young marn

with abloquy, whore fuses-to adopt this ¢

honour amd act upon it, how difficnle w )
bhim to umjintair his integrity! To be wanting in
banonr and in spirit, is a reproach the most infolera-
ble, to the aspiring, generous, and youthfyl mind.
But I rejoice in helieving, that the time is aot far
remote, when this absyrd, uajust, and cruel practice
of duelling, shall be viewed with the utmost-abhor-
rence, by all enlightened men ; aud eyen mow, the
sentiments of nipety:nime out of a hundred are op-
posed tp it. And if it were pot so, thak yoyng man
displays far more true courage, who- renounces the
principle and meets the odium, than he, whe from

P
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fear of centémpt, perpetrates a crime, for which his
swn conscience must for ever condemn him.
" But there are many other dangers to young men,

from the splris, principles, and customs of the world..
its false estimation of
i, form a vortex, which
uth; and when once
y are soon precipitated
ome by intemperance,
; become the slaves of
ambition.
: text to the interest-
been considering, now '’

anse his way ? by tak-
iy word.

tly to the discussion of
it its use, to inquire,
10d by which this ob-
dl yplans’for forming
mcter, are held in es-
 the least, have a spe-

s the first rank. By

is supposed, that such

will effectually secure

Il tead them to walk

“Especially these ef-

proper system of edu-

d persevered in umi-

renaty. _ . o say a single word



whieh would tend to detract frem the impartance of
a good education. It efficacy on the human oharac-
ter is undeniable, and -its "utility in promoting the
good order and happiness of -civil society, cannot be
too highly appreciated. But when the syswm of
education which is pursged, is feuinded ‘oa the truths
of the Bible, it eanRot be considbred as disdnctfrom
the method prescribed in the dext. It is a patient
and persevering method of teaching youth to cleanse
their ways, by taking heed thereto accarding to the
word of God. ‘Thus,*train up a child in. the way he
shouled go, and whet he is old he will not depart from it.
There is, however, a system which aims at form- -
ing youth to a goed moral charaoter, without any aid
from religieus truth. ~Meny* who are no friends te

religion, nevertheless' profess to be the siacere ad-

vocates of good morals ! and it is well known, that
many parents who weuld esteem it a misfortune for
their sons to become *pious, are desirous that they
should grow up with good moral Rebits. Awnd, doubt-
less it is possible, by earefally guarding youth from
the onnngon of bad example; and halntuaﬁlg them
to a certain regular eourse of-action, to sweceed
pretty generally, in prodweing a character externally
moral and apparently.viftudus ; but however valua-
ble such-effects may be to the welfare 6f society,
there is after all, no wore, in all such cases, than the
mero shadow of moral -excellence. Under a spe-
cious aspect, ‘there will be found a want of real
aotive principles of virtue; a narréw selfish tem-
pes, and not unfrequently sordid avarice, envy, jea-

o —
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lousy, and low cunping. Such characters are com-

pletely bollow ; or rather, they resemble a cup or

dish, the outside of which is made clean, while the

inward part is exceedingly defiled.

Some, indeed, seem (o beligve, that mothing else is

- lish and urbanity which

£ while I feel no dispe-

of politepess, whish

oes nat purify and ele-

e of “fashion, I would

toed to be a mere cov-

1t one 00, of the. real

‘ue, the rules of polite-

iples of Christian mo-

teem others better than

om'selveq, to uke the lowest seat, to 'coudeqcend to

men of low eatate, to he cogrteous and geotte. But

while the exgellende of virtnevis thus recognized, the

essenge of it.is. 8o where. wrore wanting, than in

courts, and amoung the higher classes of sqciety,

where these ralgs of politeness are most particulardy

obeerved. The fags is so. potoNous, that i would

he ewperfloone to insist upon it, that s 'man may pos-

sess highly polished manmers, and yet bes debeu-
chee, ar an unprincipled villain. - N

Another method of attaising to moral excellence,

nearly allied ¢o the former, is the possession of vari-

ous and extensive knowledge. The diigent culti-

vation of the intellectual powers in.deemed by meny,

to be all that is mecessary to secure morsl worth.

Doubtless, the scquisition of selid learning is kighly
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valwable, and ‘desetves to bo preferted to weulth,
power, or fame ; bt 1 ventere to assert, that maré
sctence, however profound, has o tendency to pro-
duee moral excellence : the most extensive learning
may be united with the destitution of every -degree
of nroral worth. It muy-indecd be mede a mosh &f-
fectual- instrument in the hands of virtue, for doing
good ; butin its own mture i§ ib neutfal, and shrough
the deppavity of man, often Turnishes fuel to pride
and wrrogaboe. ‘Whkile somé of the greatsst scholugs
rave beon emsingnt fot theirvirtwes, othess, hﬂﬂeﬂ
equally dissinguished-in vice.

Among the ancients, phitusephy was greatly cefe-
.brated as a means of rendering met good and virtw-
" ows. This professed - to veagh mes how to regaiute
thoir passiond and order theit canduct, so a8 te ssvwts
theiz truest [mppiness Now as far w plifosophy
teaches the prigeiples of ttuth and duty,edd derives
its lessons “rom experiegee and caréhyl observadion,
it shpuld n®t be slighted or rejected. But whut-sin-
mer wan ever weforwmed by the precopts of phituso.
phy ® It miay, ividéed, toa certain extent, desgnaty
" the ‘phh of victugy Yot it pomseses wo power by
which it an wia the hem? to the love Mmd pravdice
of'that which is good. Much Ims been seid, indeed,
of the beauty of virtue, and of ‘its attractive infla-
ence; and too much emmirot be' saidwin praise of a
thing so oxcellent ; bt what is Beauty to him who
is blind ? What infleence will all the sféractions of
morsd ‘excellence-have, on a heart which is dead o
all th¥se things ? “The basrier wikich the best philo-
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sophy oppases %o the passioms of men is no hetter
thon a mound of straw, o restrain the raging torrenat,
or the impetuous whirlwind. Pbilosophy may teach
us to speculate correctly, -but canmat purify our
bearts from the pdilution of sin. - ,
Orhers, agein, have ‘depended altogether on the
observancs of the rales of an ascetic lifey for the ex-
triputigm of vice, and for .the jmplantation- of the
seeds of wirtge. They assugoe it as a principle, that
viee hag its seat in the body, aad‘that the peeper
methog of assafling and destrqying i, i to kedp the
body uwder, by- rigorous. abstinence, hy demying
all gracification .90 the oppetites, and by endugng
vehuntarily, severe and lpng eontinyed penances. It
is woaderful haw .far man bave proceeded ia the mor-
sification of the body by vasieuys cruel devices, which
they bawp, arented for the punishment .of them-
selves. Bt the whols system is founded in miss
take, The body is not thegrincipal seat of ourwmo-
ral disowge. It is :indeed affected, in cogpmon with
its passaer, the.squl, wad o igs propausitios pod ap-
_ petitessare in.a state. of igsuberdidetiqn ;-bat iF the
soul, without regeacration, should he separawd from
the body altagarhar, it wowld .uot, by this.means,
hecome puge from sin ; otherwise, -alf that weuld he
necessary to cleatwe the sonl from mora| pollution,
would be the deagh of the bedy. . But they whosare
unholy, somgia uithely for ewg: and falien angals,
who.have g Dodias, are the aghjeats of complete
depravity. No maa ever made himself virtuows by.
a system of fasting,. of cearse clothing, of flagefin-
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tion, of uneasy positions, and exposure to the incle-
mency of the weather; or, by long and painful pil-
grimages. These medicines do not reach the seat of
the walady, which lies deep 1n the heart. There s, -
indeed, in living a virtuops life, a necessary discipline
and subjugation of, the body, for otherwise its lusta
will become a snare and temptation ; but we must
look to some othmwrce than the eradication of the
passions of our nature, for the generation of the prin-
ciple of true virtue. .

Let us therefore, now attend to the method of ac-
quiring and preserving meral purity, whic’ *
mended in our text. [tis simple and i
A young man may cleanse his way by t:
thereto according to the word of the Lo
young man really desires to obtain moral excellence
(and where there is no such desire all directions will
be useless) Jet him learn to ponder his ways with
great senousness, and that he may be guided into
correct opinions respecting his character and his duty,
let him attentively study the Holy Scriptures, and
compare his- heart and life' with the law of God
which is there revealed ; and let him also diligeptly
use the means of reformation there prescribed, and
embrace cordially the overtures of divine mercy
which God freely makes to us, in the invitations and
promises of his word. And as our success in all our
enterprises, and more . especially in what relates ta
the conversion and salvation of the soul, depends on
the blessing of Almighty God, the young man should
begin and prosecute this study with fervent prayeg

D
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for a diviae influence to enhghten, guide, and sanctify
his efforts. If any of you, however, should unhapo
pily, by a defective education, by a course of im-
proper reading, or by a natural tendency to skepti-
cism, be labouring under doubts, in regard to the
truth and divine authority of the Sacred Sriptures,
T would still recommend to you a diligent attention
to this course of feading agd ﬂayer There is
Bo more effectual method of removmg such doubts,
il of the Bible ; for, in the re-
sre is a light and power which
ience and correct the errors of
je any degree f honest' impar-
‘mind. While we read we can
scarcely avoid the conclusion, that a holy and om-
miscient God is speaking to us, in his word. And
nothing can be more' reasonable, or more lkely to
extricate us from the mazes of error, than devoutly
and earnestly to ask of God for'light and direction,
Surely, that Great Being who formed our intelJect
has not excluded himself from all.control over its
thoaghts ‘and reasonings; and surely, he will hot
disdain the sincere petition of ‘an ingenueus youth,
when under a sense of the imbecility of his own
* the danger of being misled, he cries unto

eedful instruction.
s now consider more particularly, how itis
1sattention to the word of God produces mo-
r true virtue. The first effect taxpenenced
_ mviction that much has been wrong in oar
pastlives; much*morethan was beforeperceived. The
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dust in a chamber which has been long in darkness
is not seen, but when a light is introduced, immedi-
ately it is manifest ; so the heart of man, previously
to the entrance of the word, is enveloped in thick
darkness ; its moral defilement is, however, not per-
veived, but when this light shines upon it, a thou-
sand evils, before unnoticed, are distinctly brought
to view. More frequently, .igdeed, the conscience.
is first affected by the consideration of outward aets,
and especially by such ag are of the more emprmous
kind. ‘These stand ont prominently to the view of
the considerate mind, and their turpitude is so man-
ifest, that a conscience the least awrkened, will
quickly pass sentence of condemnation on the sinner.
But these outward acts are soon perceived to be
streams from a corrupt foumain, gnd the word of
God has a wonderful power to penetrate and search
the secret recesses of the soul, and 1o detgect the
inpuwerable evils which lurk within the heart of
man : the matives, the affections, the balf formed
deslres, are by this hght, disclvsed to gur view,
Thus, a pew world is, as it were, revcaled, agd the
man @tapds astonished at what he sees, and won-
ders how e could hare, remaised ignorant of his
true character until thu time. No mere can he
think, shat sig isa small evil, or thes his transgres-

sions are yemial. | Exery excuse that he was wont to
make fos continying in sim is swept away. Heis
copvipced that the whole blame ligs at his owp
door; and that the law is haly, just, and good. He
Jwstifies God, apd sondemgs himself. And now be

———
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tlearly sees, what he never saw before, that the
chief malignity of sin, consists in its opposition to
the holiness and goodness of God.

Under such views of our own depravity, connect-
ed with a just appreheasion of the tremendous nature
of the penalty incurred, it s the dictate of nature, to
make an effort to effect our own deliverance. A full
conviction of our total inability to do any thing to
telieve ourselves, or to reform our own hearts, is a
lesson learnt from experience. * Not only does the
convinced sinner find that he is unable to satisfy the
demands of the law, which if he could perfectly obey
for the time to come, would still condemn him for
past transgressions ; but he is unable to comply with
the gracious terms of salvation, proposed in the gos-
pel- A heart blind and dead can neither repent nor
believe, and this inability, so far from furnishing him
with an excuse, as it frequeutiy does to the careless or
half awakened sinner, is an aggravation of his guilt
tnd condemnation ; for he is couvinced, that the only
teason why he cannot believe is, an evil heart: of un-
belief; and the only reason why he eannot Jrepet
and love God, ‘is the deep depravity mto which ke
has fallen, and for which with alt its actings, be is
sonscious that he is blameable. Therefore he knows,
that unless God freely graut him his grace, he must

rish, and that his condemsation. would be most

ust. But still, out of the horrible pit he cries unto
God for mercy and help. These are some of the
first effects produced by a serious perusal of the word
of God, when the spirit of God accompanies the



| N

truth with convincing energy to ‘the heart and con-
science of the sinner.

But the same blessed volume which describes the
disease, and lays open the festering wound, contains
a healing prescription, and furnishes an effectual
balm.

Not only is Sinai revealed covered with clouds and
a tempest, and sending forth thunderings and light-
nings which cause the stoutest heart to quake, but
Zion also is here discovered—Zion the perfeetion of
beauty, enlightened with-rays ef glory from the Sun
of Righteousness,—encircled with the peaeeful rain-
bow, and sprinkled with the precious blood of a-
tonement ;—whence issue sounds indicative of the
kindest and the freest mercy—-Words full of grace,
and containing the richest promxseo of salvauon, and
life everlasting. | '

When the slanrecked marinet, after toifing long
in the -boisterous deep, and almost déspairing of de-
liverance, first comes in sight of land, how does he-
rejoice in the prospect, although he may fear, at the
same time, that he will not be so fortunate as to
reach the shore ! Just such is the condition of the
Jabouring soul, when the first ray of mercy dawns
upon him ;—when he is enabled to entertain some
jost apprehension of Christ the Mediator, and sees
that he is able to save %o she uermost, all them that
come unso God by kim. He sees also, that he is a
Saviour suited to his wtetched case, but still he fears
to east’ himself unreservedly upow: him. He feels

- that he is too unworthy, too vile, to be received inte

the affectionate embraces of sach:-a Hely Being.

e
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He, therefore, wishes by some means to prepare
himself for union with Christ. But at length, these
legal, unbelieving untions are also discarded ; and it
is perceived thag Christ stands ready, with open arms,
toreceive the remgrning sinner, just as heis, and that
the plan of redemption was formed for persons pre-
cigely .in the same conditipn ; therefore, with frem-
bling, the act of faith is pwt forth—Christ is reegiv-
ed, and with him all his gommandments, and all hﬂ
benefite.

. In every aet of trug fanh. Clmst is recewed as ag
Almnghty Saviaur, a divibe Redeemer—possessing
infinite knowledge—infinite power—infinite merit,
Ne mere man, nor exalted aogel, can furaish to a
sou] oppressed with a sense of guilt, such a founda-
tion of hape as will produce eomfidence and peace.
No, you would but mock and drive to despair such
@ seul, by preaching. to. hioy pardon and salvation
through any other, thea a divine pame. - .

Fasth wwksbylommdpuuﬁealbehean Now the
soul enlightened by the spint t0 bebold the. glory of
‘God i the face of Jesas Chriss, is captivated with his
heavenly chasms. His love flows out with varied emeo-
tioms, of sdmiration, delighg, and gratitude.. Sia ig soon
to be excoedingly sinful, and in thesesslleotionof past
gins, the heart witich tersors conld.upt sofian, woWw
breaks, and. even dimelves, at the foot of the crom-
The look of faith a1 the pierced side of Jesus, in-
stantly opens the fountain of gadly sowow, whish
warks a repemtange 0ot t0 be sopented of. - Bus, ir
- deed, menda ase incapable -of deseribing. the sasions
wingled smetions of lowe, joy, sgnfidents, Nhmim-
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tion, hope, grief, remorse, shame, and self-hatred,
which agitate the soul, when first it is enabled clear-
ly to apprehend, and cordially to embrace, the Lorp
Jesus Curist. But faith is now so easy, and the
plan of salvation laid down in the gospel so intelli-
gible, and so suitable to the case of @ lost sinnes,
that the wonder is, why it was not always perceived
with equal clearness ; and the young convert natur- .
ally entertains the false confidence, that wirat is now
so perspicuous to himseM, he can render plain to
others, until alittle experience teaches him, that the
blindness of sin resists all efforts to remove it, until
the same power which caused light to shine out of
darkness, shall shine into the wind togive it the light
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
Jesas Christ.  When the person thus enlightened by
the Spirit, tarns to the word of God, it seems as if
a wew light had shoneupon the book ; every page ap-
pears to bé illuminated. How sweetly does the soul,
lately so troubled, now repose on the precieus promises
of God! How it delights torove, in thought, over every
. part of the evangelical history—from Bethlehem to
Calvary—from«<he mangerio the cross and the sepul-
chre, every object and every scene, is replete with in-
terest. - And i the hope and prospect of future per-
feetton, glory and bliss, there is a sublime Ypleasure,
which has no parafiel on earth. New, that yokewhich
was once esteemed galling, is willingly submitted to,
and is found te be easy ; and thatburden which to
unbelief appeared heavy, to fiith is fight and pleas-
ant. The language of the renewed heart is, Lord
what wonldst thon have me to do? There isw prompt,

o ——
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cordial disposition to obey all Christ’s command-
ments, and also to suffer whatever he may appoint.
The man, thus born egain, not of corruptible seed,
but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liv-
eth and abideth for ever, deltghta in the law of the
Lord, afier the snner man. It is his meat and drink
to do the will of his heavealy Father. The course
of life which before he felt an ohligation to pursse,
he now so cordially cheoses, that he would wish te
pursue it, if there-were ne obligation binding him
to it.

Thus, by tho operation of the word of God, at-
tended with the secret, but almighty energy of the
Spirit, a great change is effected. New views are
entertained ; new aflections spontaneously afise.
There is indeed a new creation. Old things have
passed away and behold all things are become new.
Love to Ged and man has become the goveraiag
principle. Henceforth the renewed man walks by
Jaith not by sighs ; lgoking not at thg things which
~+2 seen. which a« *  roral, bt qf those which are

do .
tegeueraﬁed will no longer
f lust, pvancs or ambition.
s odions in his sight. He
ntamination of this abomi-
ates. It is now his habitu-
» be cleansed from all impu-
it. * His squl, toughed by a
directed heaveaward ; and
n in the inheritance of the
losger satisfy him. The
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world as a portion is without reluctance resizned.
Its boasted honours, wealth, and pleasures, appeas
contemptible, to a mind filled with the hopes of hea~
venly glory. He sees a beauty in holiness which
enkindles within him a huagering and thirsting
after righteousness. His heart is now fixed in the
choiee of g wew life p—a life of purity, benevolewce,
and active ebedience to the will of God: Ne sere
vice-appears hard which Ged requires. Love makes
every burthen light. No sacrifice whiek cah testify
his geal for Gad’s glory appears tqo great. Witlingly
does ke take up his ¢ross and follest Christ, wiferever
‘heleads; yea,the very reproach of Christ he esteems
ta be greater riches than al the treasuares of the world.
Now the traths of Ged’s word are the subjest of his
delightfal meditatians, by day and by night. He
seeks ne other standard of rectitude than the law of &
God ; no other rule of Wfe than its holy precepts:
Heaceforth kis daily stedy is. to take treed ro his
ways acoording to thmword of the Lord, and he finds
# to be, in all circumstanees. a Hight to hisfeet and a

' lamp to his paths. Under the direction of this vner-
ing gwide, the path of duty is made plain;or i
throngh human feailty, he oceasionally deviates from
the right road, s monitory voice reclaims his wan-
dering steps, and restores him to the path of life.
From this word also he coutinually derives encour-
agemsont and consolation, amidst the darkness and
wials of his pilgrimage thwough the wotld; and
when be desoends into she valley of the shadow
of death, still its precieus promsises comfort his heart.

. E
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Blessed indeed, is that young man who by the truth
is made free frgm the threldem of iniquity, and is
brought inte the high reed to eternal life. God is
his sun and. shield : e will give grace and glory,
and no good thing will be .withbeld from them that
walk uprightly.

In the elase of this diecosue, pen-t .me, to &i-

rect your attention to some of thuse jeadiag princi-
ples which the Bible teaches, and by attending to
which the yousg man may éscape the pollutions of
the world, and dirget: his. steps in the paths of peace.

1. Maks the prosatien of the.glory of God, aad
the attaimment - of <¢tersal ife, from the commence-
ment of your course, the highest objects of pyrsuit.
Let your purposc m regard to. these e fined -im-
moveably. This will be as a polar sr w0 gpside
your traek thibugh the whole vayege of liles
- 2. Bemember that the feas of the Lard. is the bes
gisning of wisdom. Cherish a profound venesation
for the divine Majesty, hahmnl&y; and et a piom
dread of his displeasize, a couscientious regard to
his will, and an unshaken confidence in bis faiihful~
ness and mercy, characterize the temper ‘of yqus
minds. The dispositions which I have just weation-
ed, are the true foundatxon of a spirit oigcnume de-
votion.

Not oniyyneld yomr assent ¢o the trukle of tln
things of the invisiblesnd etwwal world; but endes-
VOur to acquine mmch of the-exercise of that faith
which presents them to the mind as realities.in which
you have 2 near apd deep intorest. . Live. as sesing
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him that is invisible. Have continually respect to
the recompense of reward. Set youy affections,
on things above and me: o, things on the earth.
Be not anxious to lay up for. yourselves treasures on
esrth where moth and rast corrypt, and where thieves
.break through and steal, but lay up for yourselves
treasures ia heaven, where nejther math mor yust do
sorrupt, and where thieves do nat break thrpugh
and steal; for where your treasure is, there will
your .beart be also. :

3. Culiivate humble pennepce, and exerclse daily

self-denial. Nothing is mare reasonshle and becom-
ing in a pardoned sinner, who ¥ still.in the body,
and subject to many iafirmities; tham contritiomand
deep seli-abasement. The whole tendency of the
goepel, i ta lay man low in the dust, in bis own es-
timation, No sio is wore offensive to Ged, or more
cestainly punished, even in this life, than pride ; and
no feelng is more unreasnnable and .odious, ia sach
a ergature as man. . God akways resisteth the proud
bwt exalteth the bumble. His favouriie dwelling on
earth, is not iMlof@ palaces or splendid temples, but
with the contrite spivit. Huawility bas nothing mean
in it, as maay aucient and modern moralists have sup-
- pased. . k iy the very temper. \vbwb best suits our
ehdracter and condition. And whild pride is a source
‘of umeessiag restlessiess, humility cempnses the
mind to peace, and senders it contented, M all cir.
gumetances.
" Self-demial is & pnnary duty, wordlng te the
geepol systens of morality ; and althowgh it seems a
babeh. m to the flesh, whiok ever orayes indul-

L4
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gence, yet it is a necessary step in the way of hap-
piness, as well as duty. A soul under the govern-
ment of appelite and passion, must of necessity, be
in a state of perturbation,like ghe troubled Sea, which
cannot rest.  Tranquillity of mind, and especially
peace of conscience, which s the chief ingredient
the cup’of human felirity, reqitire a due movernment
of the passions, and a temperate, moderateindntgeucb
of all ous desires. Religion does not aim at the .
extirpation of the passions, which would be to con-
tend with the constitation of dature ; but it requires,
that they shouM be subjuzated to reason y-~that the
indulgence of them should be restricted and regula-
ted By a regard to the will of God, and to our own
highest interests. The pain of self-dentat i fur
more than compensated by the pheasure of viory
over ourselves. At first, the denial of gratificition
to dusires which are nawraily strong, will cause sewe
sible anguish, but after # while, that which was
the beginning difficalt, will be performed writh enss:
He who dexfles Nimself most tesolntely and faidetafly
will acquire the highest degree o seff-control ¢ and
he who exereises the most setf-control, will emjoy
the most peace of mind. The gromest-evd from
unrestrained induigence of the pasgplons is o
moral degradution which is the consequence. Lét
a man make a god uf his appetie for food and:
drink, of’let him obey the solicizions of licentesns
love, and he soom becomes vile ; and even in his own
eyes be §s degraded, whetiever e allows- hjmsulf
sbmmsly to'reflect on Ms twe charmer.  Coliivam
purity’ of fentt. - Proserve your buties fhes Gomabs

[
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coatamination of lewdnees, glwmtopy, and drunken-
aess.  Let no false principles &f philosophy persuade
you that thers is ae vice in thowe mdolgmaces whiek
do ot directly injuse gthers.  Listan te no apology
for what your swn eesscience misst cendeaw. O
young man, avoid -she occasfens of these .vices.
Flee from the cugapany, and avoid -reedimg those
books, or looking om those pictures of prists, wirich
doflueace and corrupt the imagination. Be.sober:
mingded—be tamperdss ‘in all things, . . '
A Appearopcnlyqn&hes‘bdnbgml- )
- Be not ashameth of the gospel- of Jesus Christ ;
etherwise he will be ashamed of ‘you when hve shall
vome, attended with all is.foly :ampels. He will
have nb secrot discipies. They who follew ' him
st come out from vhe worM, antd be separate. On
this subject there is not, nor can be, any nemrality.
if you are not with Chwists-you wreagwinst him.  If
yow are not willing o beat his tepronch, and suffer
for his sake, you will Aave ao bewefit fromrthe shome
and pain which be ewdesed 4or owr dbs.  The. cross
ssd the crown ure indissdtubly eomeced. . ©
- Dute te appear mov only =s the -prefessors, Sut
m the atvocaws ‘of Christiamiey.  Suppore and
- encourage the institutious of religion. Be eonstam
i your sewdance on patdic worship. Take pains, -
suid be avéxpease to get vhe gospel faittfally preached
in your neighdeacheod, by able minmstcrs-of whatev-
“ee Chvisvian denonditadon you-mést appreve. - Nevor
wvontewnd toflive llke hismhen, wishout sabbarhs,
St wilout pablle wombip. M wheteeer relates

W koliglon, B guwiened oe by vastom e emprice,
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but by conviction and principle. If your condwct
should appear singular, and be ascribed to improper
motives, regard it net; the ridicule of fools should
inflaence you wne wsore than the empty prattling of
Kictle children. - Have the courage w0 be singular ia
8o good a-caume, and in she end, those very persons
whe pretend «to despise you: fof paying attention to
religion, will venerwte your characmer if it should be
~ consisteat, and will be more ready to put confidebos
in you, than in their own imeligious companions.

There is. wo geater- weankyem than for a tad to
be ashamed of hip religian, because ignetant men
despise it. Would you be ashamed of the light ef
the sug, becauge a eompany of blind men ridieuled
the idea of lighe? Would youn. be ashamed of the
noble facilty of reuonhaoauepdmen denied its
existence ! - . e

5 Ia m intmuwh yw &llow llel,b
waifopuly segmlatad by the strictost sules of wath
and integrity. Nowet stoop te a moan or dishonper-
ahle action for the saka bf any sdvastegs, or te avaid
any reproacls Reduce to daily pragice the heavenly
rule, of deing.to-othems as you woull bava.them do *
toyos. No gain-ean ever Wfonheb Qf
a goed comscience.

Cherish a spisit.of edarged mmm
all humpap kind - Accustom. youcselves. to take a
lively intasest in ewery. thing which concerne the hap«
piness of wam. Thet person who lives mevely fow
himeelf has & marrow soul, and. leads -a seadid lifey
_ The eonstangamd predontipant indelgepon of wifish

affcctiams, never-san groduce cxsised phenemy.. s
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the exercise of genuine benevolence, and public spi-
rit which elevates the soul, and fifls it with the purest
delight.  God has connected dar gublimest enjoy-
ments, not with the gratification of self-love, but with
the generous pursuit of the welfite of others. Be not
afraid therefore to engagr ® benévelent entérprises,
which have for fheir ohject the happiness of the.
world, of the churches of your cotintry, or of any
portion of your fellow bemgs. Remember that no
selfish man can ever hecome a truly givat msa. He
can never acquire and retwin the estpem and ‘eonfi-
dence of the pubic.

And whatever be your peeuniary ’ch‘e’nw:Ps,'
resolve, that you will not lead a tife of indelence.
Some seemt to think, that -because P revidence has
blessed them with wealth, or' eempetency, that they
are at tiberty to spend their tiureewithout occupation.
Such men are contented to go through life, without
having conceived, mueh less performed, one noble or
Benevolent actian.- They eat aund drink, sleep and’
lonnge. or read and travel, for thivir own gratifications
and die, without leaving the Jease chasm in sodiety ;
for the world “is nathing the bettet for theis kaving
Hved imit. Awi a fife of this kind i not owly use-
less, but miserable ; at teast; where is in it very little
pusitive enjovinent, and what there is, Is sardid. In-
dolence is & merghble state. The sowd withouat an

. object, and withont vigorous exercise, and Nvely in-

sevest, stngmates, and resembles the putrid, effeasive,
shd dwwholesome pool, from which smanatcd a dele-
terious offuvinm, whick peisons eviry diing near;
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whereas, the map of active, useful, apd bewevolept
exertion, is Jike the stream of living water, whioch
refreshes and invigarates every thing in its course.

In the choice of a profession, in formiug plans for
future actiom ju -the selection of a place of abode,
apd in satering iato perwmauent epnaexions, apd en-
gagrmengs of every Kind, act.mot capricipusly, nor
merrly consult presens yolinatian, but wisely oaley-
late in what ’rofeanon,aod in what sitvatiop, you
can be- mast useful.  Acquire an impartial opinien
of youraown talents-~cogsult yaur fricnds—and un-
der the influence of the highest apd best wotives
maka alt younmpwmt deeisiom iu tegard to yeur
futues course. * .

.6 Emally.as;ou are naw slwtl,ytow four
thesa halls of acience, and to be far separated from
each other; ux mostaf you will spon be restored te
the smxions bosows of . your parents and friends, and
will becoma persags uf some apomasce and infur
tmge in the places of your nativity, ] would sarmest-
ly begvech yow, uet to dxbibit 3 spisic. and. conduat
which will sedound .t the disceddit of the place of
your educatjon. Lot i be.seen by all, that. your mag-.
Aals as well as your leaming, bewe bagn i mprovedhy
acourse of liberal Joptzuction..

Permit me then te-take my loave of ju hr al
affectionasq eghortation, to pursye ar upright aad ha-
ourable aoimee ;~te growate religion, sound merels,
and social ordes, by. all tisn: iaflnewse of your taloms
and yow examples ;—~Easanrnge lonwing, snd s
diffusion of neafisl kaowicdge apang the. pavple. Ne
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kind and courteous to all men, however low their
condition,—patronize the deserving,—extend relief
to the suffering,—frown upon vice and dissipation,~—
be liberal to objects of real charity, and to those of
public utility.  1f you enter iato the service of your
country, let genuine patriotism: govern your conduet:
if you should lead a private life, always use your ig-
flueace and give your vote, to place in offices of pow-
er and trust, men of ability and unquestionable -
tegrity.  One man whose beart is filed with benev-
olence, can do much, o a thousand ways, which can-
not now be namcd, te promote the hippiness of his
fellow creatures. My lnét exhorration shall be in
the words of the apestte Paul : Whatsoever things ave
true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things -
are just, whatspever things are pare, whatsoever
things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good re*
port ; if there be amy virtue, and if there by any praise,
think on these things. ‘





