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] ﬁt).“f:;"’lem 1 ater
my former letter 1 attempted
I to eftablifh you in the belief
of a firft caufe of all thingy, of
the being of an uncreated God,
without which belief it is unnecef-
fary to fay or even think of what I
fhall now write you. The princi-

.pol ideas in this letter flow from

‘the fabftanee of the other.

All things being made by God,
we are emabled to learn from them
his tree chara@er. They exhibit

joos which can -belong to
nooc but the Creator, and which
place hirn before us in ar infinitely

-exalted and amisble view.

Bt what benefit fhall we re-

-geive, mry fom, if we fearch into

snd defcribe the chata@er of the
Creator of the world and our

-hearts be oppofed to him ¢ We

Bave, by nature, oppofition of

‘beart to God. Though you:x:ﬁ

pow think you feel tolerably

.pleafed with him, yet if ever you

are awakeoed to a fenfe of your
flate, you will find the moft itvet-
erate oppobition, waked up in your
exhibition God
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’I'h;i;:f::fc&s will srif; even from
my t endeavors if your heart
be oppofed to God. you at-
tend, yowr underftanding will be
enlightened and you will be pre-
pared to exercife love to the cha-
racter of God fhould he ever re-
new your heart. .And fhould it
never be renewed, thefe endeavors
will be means of vindicating the
divine condu& toward you in that
folemn and impottant day, when,
my own and your ffate will be un-
alterably fixed. The jaftice of
God in your condemnation will
be evident whén it appears you
have continued in ftupid op;:&
tion, notwithftanding your mind
had been enlightened by thefe kind
exertons. And t.l;:’l va{e\;ﬂl be
prepared for every holy being to
fay amen, and to.fiog  Juft and
true are thy ways, thon king of
fxints,”’ when fentence
be pronounced by the judge of
the world. o -
1f we admit the idea that Ged
is the Creator of all things we muft
believe he bas infinite power. No
.power fhort of this could have eze.
ated man, the earth en which he
lives, aod the vaft bodies in the
heavens abose. . We know that
r
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of the fcene.. The following com-
"munications are the firft that have
been received. They are given to
the public, leaving all to judge for
‘themfelves. Many will applaud,
many will condemn-—let him that
judgeth doit in the fear of God.

Zhe followirg is an extra@ of &
letter from the Rev. Archibald
Alexander, Prefident of Hamg-
den Sidney College in Firginia,
to the Rev. Nathan Strong,
Hartford: Mr. Alesvander is a

" gentleman-of eminent feience and
Judicious piety, and by bis' late
tour through New-England, be-
came known and beloved by many

of our Chriflian Readers.
Prince Edward,:Jan. 25, 1802.
Rev. anp Dear Sir,

1 HAVE' deferred’ writing’

tintil this time, that I might have
‘it'in my power to communicate
Tomie authentic intelligence of the
«xtraordinary revival of religion
which has lately taken place in
Kentucky. The inclofed letter
-was whitten to me, by the Prefi-
dent of Wathington Academy, in
this ftate ; who vifited Kentucky
for tlic very purpofe of examining
‘into the nature of the remarkable
religious appcarances which exift-
ed there. " In this inquiry he ob-
‘tained complete fatisfadlion, and
now entcrtains no doubt of its be-
ing a glorious work of God, as
‘you wiﬁ fce by the contents of his
Reter. "~ Ifcarcely know a man on
whofé ‘judgment, in a matter of
‘this Kind, I could more confident-
ly tely than upon hie.
& clear, diferiminating mind, and
rational piety, he was in as little
danger of being. deceived by delu-
five appearances as any other per-
fon with whom I'am acquainted.
You will however judge of the
parrative for yourflf, and may
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make what ufe of it, you- think
proper. I have fent it with a view
to its publication in the Evangelic-
al Magazine, if the Editors thick
it would be ufeful to the public.
In N. Carolina a revival attend-
¢d with fimilar appearances, has
lately taken place, chietly amonght
the prefbyterians. I.am pot able
to furnifh you with the pames of
the counties or congregations, bw
I'am informed it has extended over
a:tra& of country about twenty
thiles fquare. The congregations

are nearly as large, and inftances’

of fallingdown a8 commeon as ia
Kentacky.

In this ftate, religious. appess
ances are fomething better, than
when I left it. At Chriftmas a
pumber of minifters of differem
denominations, met together i
the county ‘of Bedford, to con-

fult upon the beft meafures for uni-

ting their efforts, in defence of
Chriftianity againft the torremt of
vice and infidelity which threates-
ed to overflow the land. Ther
meeting was remarkably harmomi-
ous,—prejudice and party-fpit
feemed to have no place amongft
them, but with one accord they
confented to a fchente of friendly
intercourfe, and general union.
Whilft they were together many
fermons were delivered, and the
effe@® was great—An uscommon
awakening has taken place amongft
the people in that neighborhood—
and it is hoped a revival of true ro
ligion has commenced.

Wofbington Acaderiy, Fan. 1,
1802.

Rev. anp Dear S,

I NOW fit down, agrecably
to my promife, to give you fome
accouat of the late revival of reli

_gion in the flate of Keotucky.

ou bave po doubt been informed
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- diready refpeéting the Green-River
and Cumberland revivals. I will
juft obferve, that the lLaft is the
fourth ‘fummer fince the revival
commenced in ‘thofe places, and
that “it has been-more remarkable
than any of the preceding, not on-
ly for lively and fervent devotion
among Chriftians, -but aMo fer a-
wakenings and convetfions among
the carelefs. £nd it is worthy of
notice, thatwvery few inftances of
apoftacy ‘have hitherto appeared.
As 1 was not in the Cumberland
country myfelf, all I can fay about
it depends on the teftimony of
others; bat I was uniformly told,
«by thofe who had been there, that
their religious affemblies were-more
folemn, and the appearance of the
work much greater, than-what had
been in Kentucky. Any enthufi-
aftic fymptoms, ‘which might at
firft bave attended:the revival, were
greatly fubfided, whilft the ferious
concern and engagednefs of the
ople were vifibly increafed.
In the older fettlement of Ken-
tucky, the revival .made its firft
.appearance among the prefbyteri-
agﬁaﬂ {pring. g'I‘he l:vhole of
that country about a year ‘before
was remarkable for-vice and diffi-
pation ; and I have ‘been credibly
informed, that a decided majority
of the people ‘were profefled infi-
dels. Dauring the laft winter ap-
pearances were favorable among
the bapiifts, and great numbers
were added to shcir churches.—
Karly in the fpring, the minilftra-
tions of the prefbyterian clergy
began to be better attended than
they had been for many years be-
fure. Their worfhipping affem-
blies became more folemn, and the
people after they were difimiffed
thewed a {trange relu@taace abont
lzaving the place. 'They generally
continued fome time in the meet-
- 4ag-houfes, and employed them.

-verfation.
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felves in ﬁni)hg ar religious con-

erhaps about the'laft
of May or the firit of June, the.
awakenings became general in fome

.congregations, and fpread threugh

the country in every.direion with
amazing rapidity. Ileft that coun-
try about the firlt of November,
at which time, this revival in con-
nedion with.the one on Cumber-
land had covered the whole flate
of Kentucky, excepting a fmall fet-
tlement which borders on the wa-
ters of Greea-River, in which no
prefbyterian minilters are fettled,
and I believe very few of any de-

_nomination.

The power with which this re-

vival has fpread, and its influence

in moralizing the people, are diffi-
cult for you to conceive, and more
Jo for me to defcribe. I had heard
many accouats, and feen many let-
ters refpeing it before I went to
that country; but my expecta-
tions, though greatly raifed, were
much ‘below the reality of the
work. Their congregations, when
enpaged in worthip, prefented
fcenes of folemnity fuperior to
what I had ever feen before. And

in private houfes it was no uncom- "

mon thing to hear parents relate to
{trangers, the wonderful things
which God had done in their
neighborhoods, while a large farm.

“ly of young people colleted round

them would be in tears. On my
way to Kentucky, 4 was informed
by fettlers on the road, that the
charafter of Kentucky travellers
was entirely changed ; and that
they were now as remarkable for
fobriety as they had formerly been
for diffolutenefs and immorality.
And indeed I found Kentucky, to
appearance, the moft moral place
I had ever feen A profane ex-
preffion was hardly ever heard. A
religious awe feemed to pervade the
country : and fope«dcittical chos-
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alters had confefled, that from
whatever caufe the resival might
proceed, it made the people better.

Tts influcnce was not lefs vifible
in promoting a friendly temper
among the people. Nothing could
appear more amicable, than that
uodiffembled beacvolence which

verns the fubjeéts of this work.

have oftcn wifhed, that the mere
politician or the deift could obferve
with impaitiality their peaceful and
amicable fpirit. He would cer-
tainly fee, that nothing could equal
the religion of Jefus for promoting
even the temporal happinefs of fo-
ciety. Some neighborhoods vifit-
ed by the revival, were formerly
notorious for private animofities
and contentions ; and many petty
lawfuits had commenced on that
ground. When the parties in
thefe quarrels were imprefled with
religicn, the firft thing was to fend
for their antagonifts, and it was
often very affecting to fee their
meeting. They had both feen
their faults, and both contended
they ought to make the acknow-
Iedgments, till at lalt they were
obliged to requeft one another, to
forbear all mention of the paft, and
to receive each other as friends
and brothers for the future. Now,
fir, let modera philofophifts talk
of reforming the world by bagith-
irg  Chriftianity, and introducing
their licentious {yftems ; the blef-
fed gofpel of our God ard Saviour
is fhewing what it can do.

Some circumftances have con-
curred to diftinguith the revival in
Kentucky from almoft any other
of which we have had any account.
I mean the largencfs of their af-
femblies on facramental occafions
—the length of time they contin-
ved on the ground, in the exercife
of public or private devotion—and
the great numbers who have fallen
down under religious imprefiions.

Religions Intellgomse. -

[Mazcs,
On each of thefe parricalars I fhalj

give you fome remarks.

With reflpe@ to the largenefs of
their affemblics. It is geoerally
fuppofed that at many places, there
were not lefs than eight, ten, o
twelve thoufand peo;lﬁ. Atone
place called Cane Ridge meeting.
houfe, many are of opinion there
were not Jefs than tweaty thouland
There were an hpndred and forty
waggons which came loaded with
people, befides other wheel-cartia-
ges ¢ and fome perfons attended
who had come the diftance of twa
hundred miles. The largenefs of
thefe congregations was a confider-
ahle incoavenience. They were
too numerous to be addrefled by
any one [peaker. Different min-
ifters were obliged to officiate at
the fame time at different ftands
This afforded an opportunity to
thafe who were but flightly impref-
fed with religion, to wander back-
wards and forwards between the
different places of worthip, which
created an appearance of confufisa
and gave ground to fuch as were
unfriendly to the work, to charge
it with difoider. There was alfa
another caufe which conduced to
the fame cffe@. About this ume
the people began to full dowa in
great numbers vnder ferious im-
preflions.  This was a new thiog
among Prefbyterians. It excited
univerfal altonithment, and created
adegree of curiofity which could
not be reitrained.  When people
fcll down even in the moft folema
parts of divine fervice, thofe who
ttood mear were fo extremely anx-

ivus to fee how they were affe@eds.

that they frequently crouded about
them in fuch a manner as to difturb
the worfhip.  But thefe caufes of
diforder were foonremoved. Dif-
ferent facraments were appointed
on the fame fabbath which divided
the people ; ard the falling dovg
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{oon became fo familiar as to excite
po difturbance I was in that
country during the month of Oc-

tober. I attended three facra-
ments. The number of people at
each was fuppofed to be about four

ar five thoufand ; and every thing
was condudted with Rri&@ proprie-
ty. Whenperfonsfell down, thofe
who happened to be near took cate
of them, and eyery thing continu-
ed quiet till the worfhip was con-
cluded.

The length of time the people
coatinued on the ground was an-
ather important circumftance of
the Kentucky revival. At Cane-
Ridge the people met on Friday
morping, and continued till Wed-
nefday evening, night and day
without intermuffion, cither in the
public or private excrcifes of de-
votion ; and with fuch a degree of
eargicltnefs, that heavy fhowers of
rain were not fufficient to difperfe
them. Oa other fucramental oc-
cafions, they gencrally continued
oa the groundull Monday or Tuef-
day evening.  And had not the
mmiflers been exhaufted and obli-

ed toretire, or had they chofen
o prolong the worfhip, they might
have kept the people agy length of
time they pleafed. Aad all this
was or might have been donc in a
country, where, not a twelve-
month before, the clergy found it
a difficult matter to detain the peo-
ple during the common exercifes
of the fubbath. The pra&ice of
camping on the ground was intro-
duced, partly by neceffity, and

by inclination. The affem

ies were generally too large to
be received by any common neigh-
borhood. Every thing indecd
was done which hofpitality and
brotherly kindnefs could do, te ac-
commodate the people. Public
and private houfes were both open-
ed, and frec invitations given to all
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perfons who withed toretire. Fars
mers gave up their meadows be-
fore they were mown to fupply ufe
horfes.  But notwithltanding all
this liberality, it would in many
cafes have been impoffiblc to have
accommodated the whole affembly
with private lodgings. But befides,
the people were unwilling to fuffer,
any interruption in their devotion,
and they formed an attachment for
the place, where they were con-
tinually fecing fo many carelefsfin-
ners receiving their firlt impreflions,
and fo many deifts conftrained to
call on the formerly defpifed name
of Jefus They conceived a fen-
timent like what Jacob felt at Be-
thel, when he faid, ¢ Surely the
Lord is in this place—this is pone
other but the houfe of ‘God, and
this is the gate of heaven.” .
The number of perfons wha
have fallen down under ferious im«
preflions in this revival, is another
matter worthy of attention. And
on this I fhall be the more partica
ular, as it fcems to be the princi-
pal caufe, why this work fhould be
more fufpe@ed of enthufiafm, than
fome other revivals. At Cane-
Ridge facramznt (the place men-
tioned above) it is generally fuppo.
fed, that not lefs thanr one thoufand
perfoas fell proftrate to the ground,
andamong them were manyinfidels.
At one facrament which I attend-
ed in that country, the number that
fell was thought to be upwards of
thee hundred. Perfons who fall

[ are generally fuch as have mani-

fefted fymptoms of the decpelt im-
preflions for fome time previous to
that event. It is common to fes
them fhed tears plentifully for a-
bout an hour. Immediately be-
fore they become totally powerlefs,
they are feized with a general tre-
mor ; and fometimes though not
frequently, in the moment of fall-
ing they utter one ‘or two piercing
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thrieks. Perfons in this ftate are
.dffe@ed in many different degrees.
Sometimes when unable te {tand
or fit, they have the ufe of their
hands and can converfe with per-
fe@ compofure. In other cafes
they ate unable to fpeak, their
pulfe grows weak, and they draw
a hard breath about once a minute.
And in fome inftances their hands
and feet become cold, and their
pulfe, and breath, and all thefyarp-
toms of life forfike them for near-
by an hour. Perfons who have
‘been in this fituation have uniform-
fy avowed, that they fuffered no
‘bodily pain, and that they had the
entire 'command of their reafoa
and refleftion ; and when recov-
ered they could relate every thing
which was faid or done, nearthem,
or which could poffibly fall withn
their obfervation. From this it
appears that their falling is neither
the common fainting nor the ner-
vous affe@ion. Indeed this ftrange
phenomenon appears to have taken
every wrn it poffibly could to baf-
fle the conje&ures of thofe who
are not wilkng to confider it a fu-
pernatural work.  Perfons have
fometimes fallen on their way

home from public worfhip, and

fometimes after thcir arrival. 1In
fome cafes, they have fallen when
purfuing their common bufinefs on
their farms, or when they had re-
vired for private devotion. I ob-
ferved above, that perfons general-
iy are ferioufly affe@ted for fome
time previous to falling. In ma.
ny cafes however it is otherwife.
Numbers of carelefs perfons have
fallen as fuddenly as if firuck with
a flath of lightning. Many pro-
fefled infidels, and other vicious
charafters have been arrefted in
this way ; and fometimes at the
very moment, when they were

attering their blafphemies againft
the work. -

Religious Intelfigence.
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At the beginning of the revivd
-in Shelby county, the appearancey,
as related to me by eye witaeffes,
were very furprifing indeed. The
revival had previoufly fpread with
irrefiftible power through the adj-
cent counties ; and mmany of the
religious people had attended di-
.tant facsaments, and were greaty
‘benefitted. They were much ea-
gaged; and felt undfual freedom in
their addrefles at the Throne of
Grace ; for the outpouring of the
divine Spirit, at the approaching
facrament in ‘Shelby. The facre-
ment came on in September. The
people’ as ufual met on Friday, bat
‘they were #ll languid, and theex
.ercifes went on heavily., On Satur-
day and Bunday morning it was no
better. At length the communios
fervicecommenced, and every thiﬁ
was ftill lifélefs. The minifter
the place was fpeaking at one of the
tables without any unufual liberty.
All at once there were feverd
fhrieks from different parts of the
affembly. Perfons fell inftantlyis
every dire®ion. The feelings of
the pious were fuddenly revived;
and the work went on with extr>
ordinary power frem that time til
the conclufion of the folemnity.

Thefe phenomena of falliogare
commen to all ages andexes, ad
to all forts of chara&ters 3
when they fall they are differently
exercifed. Some pious
bave fallen under a fenfe of i
. gratitude and hardnefs of hearts
and others under affefting mani

God. Many carelefs perfonshare
fallen under legal conviétions, and
obtained comfort before they aroft.
But perhaps the moft numeros
clafs of all, are thofe who fall o
der diftrefling views of their geilt
who arife with the fame fearful 2p-

rehenfions, and continue in tht

ate for fome days, perhaps weekss

tations of the love and goodnefs&f

T Sr. v e e
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before they obtain comfort. I have
converfed with many who fell un-
der the influence of eomfortable
feclings, and the accouat which
they gave of their exercifes, while
they lay entranced, was very furpri-
fing. I koow not how to give you
g better idea of them, than by fay-
ing, that they appeared in many.
cafes to furpafs the dying exercifes
of De&er Finley. Their minds
appeared wholly fwallowed up in
contemplating the perfeions. of
Deity asilluftrated 1a the plan of
falvation. And while they lay in
all appearance fenfelefs, and almoft
deflitute of life, their minds were
more vigorous and ative, and their
mentories more reteative and accu.
tate, than they had ever been be.
fore. I have heard refpectable
chara&ters affert, that their mani-
feftations of gofpel truth were fo
clear, as to require fome caution
when they began to fpeak, left they
Sould ufe language; which- might
taduce their hearers to fuppofe they
had feen thofe things with their nat-
wal eyes, - But at the fame time,
they had feen no image or fenfible
teprefentation, ner indeed anmy
thing, befides the old truths con-
tined io the bible. Among thofe
whofe minds were filled with the
molt delightful conmiunications of
divine love, I but feldom obferved
any thing ecftatic. Their expref-
Gions were juft and rational ; they
sonverfed with calmnefs and com-

polure ; and on firlt recovering the
ule of fpecch, they appeased like’

s jult recowering from a vio-
nt ficknefs, whioh had left them
9a the borders of the grave.

I have fomctimes been prefent
when perfons who fell under the
Wfuence of convittions, obtain-
d relief before they rofe. Oan
whefe occafions. it was impoffible not
10 obferve how ftrongly the change
% ueic piads was depied in
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their countenances. From a face
of horror and defpair, they affu-
med one which was open, lumia.
ous, and ferene, and expreflive of
all the comfortable feelings of reli-
gion. Asto thofe who fall down .
under legal conviclions and contin-
ue in that ftate, they are not dif:
ferent from thofe who receive cons
viions in other revivals ;. except-
ing, that their diltrelsis more fes
vere. lodeed, extraordinary pow-
eris- the leading chara&eriftic of
this revival.. Both faints and fin-
ners have more ftriking difcoveries
of the realities of another world,
than I have ever known on any
osher occafions

I truft I have faid enough on this-
{ubje®, to enable you to judge
how far the charge of cmbuﬁalgm;
isapplicableto it.  Lord Littleton
in his letter on the converfion of
St. Paul obferves (and I think ve-
1y juﬁly? that ¢ Enthufiafm is a.
vain, felf-righteous fpirit, fwelled-
with felf fufhiciency, and difpofed
to glosy in its religious attain-
ments.”” If this definition be a’
good one, there is perhaps as little.
enthufiafm in Kentucky as in any
other revival. Never in my life
lrave I feen more genuine marks of
that humility, which difclaims the:
merit of itsown duties, and looks
to the Lord Jefus Chrift as the on-
ly way of acceptance with God.
T was indecd highly pleafed to find
that Chrift was all and io all in
their religion, as well as in the re-
ligion of the gofpel. Chriftians
in their highelt attainments were
moft fenfible of their entire de-
pendance on divine grace ;- and it
was truly affedting to hear with
what agonizing anxiety awakened
finners inquired for Chrift, as the
only phyfician who could give them
any help.  Thofe who call thefe
things cathufiam, ought to tell us
what they underltand by the Spirie
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of Chriftizity. In fa®, Sir, this
revival operates, as our Saviour
promifed the Holy Spiric fhould
when fent into the world.. It con-
vinces of fin, of righteoufnefs,
and of judgment ; a ftreng confir-
mation to my mind, both that the
promife is divine, and that this is
arcmarkable fulfiiment of it.

It would be of little avail to ob-
je& to all this, that perliaps the
profeffions of many of the pcople
were counterfeited. Such an ob-
Je@ion would rather eftablith what
st meant to' deftroy. For where
shere is o reality there can be no
wounterfeit ; and befides, when
the gencral tenor of a work is fuch,
asto difpofe the more infincese pro-
feflurs to counterfeit what is right,
the work itfelf auft be genuine.
But as an eye-witnefs in the cafe,
I may be permitted to declare, that
the profeffions of thofe under reli-
gious conviftions, were generally
marked with fuch 2 degree of. en-
gapednefs and feeling, as wilfol
hypocrify could hardly affume.
The language of the heart when
deeply imprefled is eafily diftin-
guithed from the language of af-
fe&tation.

Religious Tntelligencs.

Upon_the whole, Sir, I think !
the revival ia Kentucky among the !
moft extraordinary that have ever |
vifited the church of Chrift.  And |
all things confidered it was pecul- |
marly adapted to the circumftances
of the country into which it came.
Infidelity was triumphant, and re-
Nigion at the point of expiring.
Something of an extraordinary na-
ture appeared neceffary to arreft
the attention of a giddy people,
who were ready to conclude that
Chriftianity was a fable and futuri-
ty adream. This revival has done
n. It has confounded infidelity,
awed vice inte filence, and brought
numbers béyond calculation uader

ferigus imprefhons.

Muaci.

Whilft the bleffed Saviour ‘was
calling home his people and builds
ing up his church in this remaka.
ble way, oppefition could not be fi-
lent. At this I have hinted above.
But it is proper I fhould obferve
here, that the clamorous eppofitiod
which affuiled the work at 1ts firft
appearance has been in a great
meafure borne down before it. A
large proportion of thofe who have
fallen, were at firft oppofers ; and
their example has taught others to
be cautious, if it has ‘not taught
them to be wife.

I have written on this fubje® to
a greater length than I firft intend-
ed. Buotif this account fhould
give you any fatisfa&ion, and be of
any benefitto the common caufe, ¥
fhall be fully gratified.

Yours with the higheft efteem.

GEO. A. BAXTER.
Rev. Arebibald Alexander.

Ewrad of a letter from a gentlemas
in Philedelptia to bis friemd is
- Hartford.

T was laft Sunday evening to’
hear Mr. —— fpeak at the old
College—it is fitted up fo as to’
accommodate at Jeaft 1500 per-
fons and it was fo crowded the'
greater part of the audience were
abliged to ftand the whole time.—
His fubje& was, the great conde-
fcenfion of the Almighty in rea-
foning with his creatures to per-
fuade them to come to the truthy
whereby their happinefs would be
increafed here and hereafter.—
Great attention and folemnity ap-
peared in the people the swhole
time, and a more than common
concern has taken place here on
the fubjeé of religion, and muany
enquiring what they fhall do to be-
faved.”

Give;l—By two friends of Mif-
fions, 1 doll. 8e 16 dolls. 90 cents
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