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fhe intellect of men, whom no ray of divine revelation has
'#;SIted The reasonings of such men are also lmpeded and

'..perverted by prejudices, and erroneous opinions imbibed

from their forefathers ; and, not unfrequently, pride and other

“ < evil passions, inﬂuence speculative men to adopt extravagant

opinions, for the sake of their paradoxical character, or
because they arée naturally grateful to the feelings of de-
praved nature. It is, therefore, not an unaccountable fact,
that men, unenlightened by divine revelation, should have
fallen into 80 many egregious errors, respecting the origin
of the world and its inhabitants.

A considerable number of those called philosophers, en-
tertained the opinion, that the universe always existed as
we now behold it. They observed, that, from age to age,
the heavenly bodies move on in their orbits, undisturbed
and unchanged; and that, on earth, the same changes of

~ day and night, of winter and summer, of seed time and har-

vest, succeed each other, in regular order: and no other
power being manifest to the senses but that which operates
through all nature, they concluded, that the universe existed
without any cause of itself; and that it ever had existed, and
ever would exist, as it now appears.

Some, however, observing in all thmgs, as they 1magmed
a tendency to dissolution, and perceiving in our globe evi-

‘dences of a former destruction, adopted the opinion, that

the universe contained in itself the principles of its own
dissolution and regeneration ;—ihat, after running through a
period of unknown and inconceivable duration, it falls into
a chaotic state, in which catastrophe all organized bodies
are destroyed, and return to their simplest elements; but,

from this chaos, by degrees, springs up a new order of
things, or a renewal of that which before existed ; and thus,
while they conceived the universe to be eternal, they im-
agined, that it is in a state of perpetual change, by a kind of
circular progression, which bhas neither beginning nor end.
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that it recognises a great first cause, which is God; but
the difference, as to any useful end, is more in appear-
ance, than in reality ; for, according to this hypothesis, there
is still nothing in existence, besides the universe itself.
There is no free, sovereign, independent being, whom we
should worship or obey; or in whom we can confide for
help or safety. In fact, it differs from blank atheism in
nothing, except that it gives the name of God to the universe
of creatures ; and thus we come to the horrible conclusion,
that we and all other things are parts of God.

Although this hypothesis had its advocates among the
ancients, yet Benedict Spinoza has the credit of reducing it
to a regular system, which he exhibited in the imposing form
of mathematical demonstration. As this atheistical theory
was published in an enlightened age, and in a Christian
country, it might have been expected, that it would attract
but few "admirers : and, indeed, the number of avowed dis-
ciples of Spinozism has been small; yet the same sys-
tem, new-modelled but not improved, has become a favour-
ite, with a large number of philosophers of the present day,
on the continent of Europe, and especially in Germany,
under the appropriate name of, Pantheism. And so great
is the infatuation of some calling themselves Christians,"that
they have thought, that this disguised atheism, might be re-
conciled with Christianity.

A system less absurd than any of the former was, that the
world has an all pervading, active, and intelligent soul, which
moved and directed all the operations of nature, as the hu-
man soul moves and governs the body.

‘Near akin to this, was the opinion that the planets and
stars, were all animated bodies, possessed of the power of
moving themselves, and of intelligence sufficient to guide
and regulate their own motions.

Many students of the physical sciences, in our times, seem
to have adopted a theory similar to that which gives a soul to
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‘duals, independent. The absurdity and contradiction of
such a theory, is only concealed by the darkness of eternity.
By running back until we are overwhelmed with a subject
which our minds cannot grasp, we are apt to lose sight of
the unreasonableness of a supposition, which on a limited
scale, every one can clearly see. As if one should say, here
is a chain suspended, consisting of a thousand links, each
one depending on the next above it; could such a chain of
a thousand links remain suspended, without any thing to
support it? To such a problem, every child would give the
correct answer, The thing is manifestly impossible. Well,
suppose the number of links be increased to a hundred mil-
lion, could the chain support itself any better, than when it
consisted of a thousand, or even ten links? Certainly not;
would be the answer of every person of common sense ; and
such a person would be apt to say, the more links there are
in the chain, the more support does it require, seeing its
tendency to fall will be in | 1 to its weight. But
then, suppose the links so inc hat our minds can no
longer conceive of the number, wini such an increase, how-
ever great it may be, render a support less necessary? The
answer ought be as decisively as before, in the negative.
We have seen that the increase of the number, while within
the limits of our conception, did not lessen the neces-
sity for a supporting power, and why should such an increase
as goes far beyond our power of imagination be supposed
to have this effect? The idea of a series of men without
_beginning, and without any Creator, to give them being, is
one of the greatest absurdities which can be conceived.
Besides, when we consider the number of men; when
we trace their history ;—when we reflect upon their small
advancement ip the arts and sciences; and how recent the
most useful inventions are ; how can we, unless we renounce
our reason, believe, that mankind have existed on this globe
from eternity ? The thing is impossible. The only reasona-
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soul.” ¢ And the Lord God said, it is not good that the
man should be alone, I will make an help-meet for him.
¢ And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam ;
and he slept, and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the
flesh instead thereof. And the rib which the Lord God had
taken from man made he a woman, and brought her unto the
mans and Adam said, this is now bone of my bone, and
flesh of my flesh: she shall be called woman, because she
was taken out of man.”

~ T have, somewhere, met with an account of an infidel,
more ingenious than wise, who proposed to put thc Mosaic
history to the test, by examining whether man was defjcient
of a rib, in one of his sides. 1t would have been as reasona-
ble, to have examined, whether every male descendent of
Adam had the scar of the wound, made in the side of the
first man. 1f Adam had remained, all his life, destitute of
the rib which was taken away, why should it be supposed
that this defect should be transmitted to his posterity? But
he laboured under no such defect, for the opening made
was closed up with flesh instead of that which was taken
away. The rib was not taken on account of any difficulty
to obtain materials, but to show that a man and his wife
were one, and that a man should ever cherish his wife, as
his own flesh. The word here translated 7ib, properly
means, a side ; for aught that appears, the whole side of the
man might have been taken, to form the woman ; but this is
a matter of no consequence.

Infidels have been fond of turning this simple and beauti-
ful history, of the formation of the first man and the first
woman, into ridicule ; but if man had a beginning, and was
created by the Almighty, what account could be imagined
more natural and reasonable, than this? Let the scoffer pro-
duce his own hypothesis, and subject it to the test of exami-
natien—but he has ncne. He laughs at the Bible history,
and at the same time has nothing to answer as a substitute.
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species, we must adopt the hypothesis, that originally, God
created a multitude of human beings, of different com-
plexions. '

It is also a fact unfavourable to this hypothesis, that there
are striking varieties in complexion, hair, &c. among those
known to have proceeded from one stock. In the same
nation, some whole families or tribes are distinguished by
fair hair and a ruddy complexion ; while others are equally
remarkable for dark complexion and black hair and eyes.
These varieties in the same nation are known also to be
transmitted from father to son, for many generations. But
we are unable to account for this variety; 'and if such a
difference may take place, when the external circumstances
are nearly similar, why may not the greater varieties of the
human species be owing to the great difference of climate
and other circumstances, of the nations of the earth?

Since a more accurate knowledge bas been obtained of
the numerous tribes inhabiting the islands of the great South
Sea, some very interesting facts have been brought to light,
respecting the origin of these insulated savages. The infor-
mation collected by Dr. Prichard and published in his Pry-
sicAL History oF Man, goes far to prove, that men’ who
have at a remote period, sprung from the same stock, may
so diverge from each other, in features, complexion, hair,
&c., that they form distinct classes, and seem to be as widely
apart from each other as almost any of the differing tribes
of men. The identity of the origin of some of these island-

- ers, whose appearance is so dissimilar, is ascertained by the
radical sameness of their language ; “and it is a thing unknown
in the history of savages, to change their vernacular tongue.

-It is manifest, therefore, that there are natural causes in
operation, whether we understand what they are or not, suf-
ficient to produce all the varieties observed in the human
‘species. .

The diversity of features and complexion in the Jews,
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Seeing then, that this is the common law of animal nature,
why should we expect that the physical nature of man -
should be exempt from changes, induced by a diversity of
climate? And when we observe, that the varieties of the
human race have a manifest relation to the climate of the
respective nations, the conclusion, upon all just principles
of natural science, must be, that the human species is one.

In all cases, where there is a difference of species, there
is a marked difference in the internal structure of the body;
but among the different tribes of men, no such diversity has
beedd observed, as can be the foundation of a diversity of
species. The most exact anatomical dissections have dis-
covered no permanent parts or contrivances, in one nation,
which are not found also in all others. They all have the
same bones, the same joints, the same system of nerves, the
same number, use, and position of muscles, the same blood-
vessels, glands, and digestive organs. Not only is the ex-
ternal appearance of the parts the same, but the interior tex-
ture and constituent particles composing the respective parts
of the human body, are the same in the white man, as in the
black, the olive, the red, or the yellow.

It is scarcely necessary to observe, that all men have the
same external senses, and the same bodily appetites, the
samne instincts, the same susceptibility of forming habits, and
the same natural passions and desires. Those things in the
constitution of man which have no resemblance in other
species of animals, are found in all the nations of the earth.
The risible faculty, and the faculty of weeping; and es-
pecially the possession of articulate speech, all serve to
prove, the identity of the human species. And if, from
the body and its functions, we ascend to -the mind, here
we find the same original faculties, in all the varieties of
the human race. We observe in all, not only perception,
consciousness, and memory, of which the inferior animals
seem to partake, but the power of reasoning; the faculty
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which. these are capable-of, and the rapid advancement of
some of them, in knowledge and civilization, the whole
ground of this opinion is taken away.

There is another criterion of the identity of species,
which by some naturalists has been considered decisive. It
has been found, that although animals of different species
may be made to propagate a mongrel breed, their off-
" spring are, for the most part, barren, and are seldom
known to propagate. But the various classes of men mingle
as freely and propagate the species with as much facility,
as people of the same tribe. Of late, however, some doubt
has been expressed respecting the correctness of the fact:
first stated, on which the whole argument rests. It is -
alleged, that sufficicnt experiments have not been made on
the subject of the natural want of fertility in mules and other
hybrids ; and that, as far as experience goes, they are found
to be fruitful in as many cases, as they are barren. Leaving,
therefore, the degree of barrenness in such animals in doubt,
it is clear, that no new species, capable of continuing itself
by propagation, has been formed, by the union of animals
of different species, and that there exists a natural obstruc-
tion, which does not exist in the case of men of the different
classes. .

But why might not a number of pairs of the same species,
or exactly similar in parts and powers, have been produced,
as well as one? To which we answer, that although the
thing is possible, yet sound philosophy never resorts to such
a sypposition. Naturalists always go on the principle that
more causes of the phenomena of nature than are sufficient,
are not to be admitted, and where every effect can as well
be accounted for by supposing one original pair,as by many,
the hypothesis of more than one, ought, on general princi-
ples, to be rejected.

- Having seen that reason itself leads us to belfeve that all
the various nations of men are derived from one stock, and
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of Ham. As his posterity were doomed to be the servants
of servants, it is thought that some peculiar mark was set
upon them, which, it is presumed, was the dark colour of
the skin, and the crisped and wooly hair. And in confirma-
tion of this opinion, they allege, that the black people are
the descendants of Ham, and that they are the slaves of all
the world, until this day.

While I am willing to admit, that God mxght, for reasons
unknown to us, have miraculously changed the complexion
and features, of a part of the human races I must think,
that the idea that the black colour was inflicted as a disgrace
and a curse, is a mere prejudice. Why should not the white
colour be considered as a mark of God's displeasure? for,
no negro from the burning sands of Africa, can appear more
shocking to the inhabitants of northern regions, than the
white man does to the people of the interior of that con-
tinent.

It seems, moreover, to be a prejudice without foundation,
that the colour of the whites was that of the first man.

. Much the larger part of the inhabitants of the earth, are of
a complexion nearly midway between, the two extremes.
Is it not, therefore, much more probable, that our first pa-

.rents were red men, or of an olive or copper colour? And
this opinion derives some support from the name of the first
man; for the radical signification of vdam is red. And if
this be assumed as a fact, then it. will be much easier to ac-

" count for the various complexions of men, from natural

causes, than if we suppose that either white or black was
the original complexion.

But from what has been said, it wnll be seen, that no valid
argument against the truth of the Bible can be derived from
the variety, in the human species; whether that variety can
be aecounted for by natural causes, or not. |

-

" Note.~Other abseivations, omitted for want of room, will be deferred to some other 7
oceasion.—A. - )





