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Eoanoke Presbytery,

The Presbytery of Roanoke met at Blue
Stone church on Wednesday the 18th day
of April, 1860, and wr, opened with a ser-
mon by Rov. Mr. HamlSdy, the Moderator.

Presbytery continued its sessions from
day to day until Saturday the 21st, when it
adjourned to meet at Bethlehem church on
the second Wednesday of August next at
12 o’clock, M.

Oa these sessions, twenty eight members
attended, 13 ministers and 15 ruling elders.

Revs J. B. Raff"' If, D. D., was elected
Moderator and Rev/ J., A. Scott and Mr. T.
W. Johns, Clerks.

Mr. Alexander B. Carrington was licensed
to preach the gospel as a probationer for
the holy ministry.

Rev. P. Tinsley Penick was, after the
usual examination, received as a member
from the Presbytery of Concord, and on his
acceptance of a call from Peaks church,
Rev. Messrs. Matthews, Shepperson and
Tidball were appointed a committee to in-
atal Mr. Penick pastor of Peaks ohnrch on
the second Sabbath of June next.

Rev. Bennett W. Moseley was ordained
to the full work of the gospel ministry and
installed pastor of Blue Stone church, and
Rev. Messrs. Martin, Wharey and Brown,
wtre appointed a committee to instal Mr.
Moseley pastor of Wyliesburg church, on
Saturday, before the 4th Sabbath of May
next.

Rev. John A. Moore, who had been re-
ceived as a licentiate from Montgomery
Presbytery, was also ordained, and Rev.
Messrs. Scott, Martin and Hamersley, were
appointed a committee to instal Mr. Moore
pastor of Cub Creek church on the 2d Sab-
bath of June next. Rev. Messrs. Snyder,
Brown and Wharey, were appointed to in-
stal Mr. Moore pastor of Rough Creek
church on the 3d Sabbath of June next.
. diev, Samuel -J. Brice end VVin. Wirt-
Henry, Esq., were appointed Commissioners
to the next General Assembly. Rev. Dr.
Ramsey and Mr. A. G. Green, were appoint-
ed their alternates.

Rev. Hugh A. Brown was appointed the
agent of Presbytery for Foreign Missions.

Rev. Mr. Snyder, with Rev. Mr. Matthews
as his alternate, was appointed to preach the
sermon on Education at the next stated
meeting of Pesbytery.

Rev. Dr. Ramsey, Capt. S. McCorkle and
Mr. S. J. Kirkpatrick, were re-appointed
the Standing Committee on D. Missions.

The following committees of Examination
were appointed, viz:

On Theology—Rev. Dr. Wilson, Rev. S.
J. Price and Rev. H. A. Brown.

On Church History, Church Govtrnment
and the Sacraments —Rev. Mr. Cochran,
Rev. Dr. Ramsey, and Rev. J. G. Shepper-
son.

On Languages and Sciences —Rev. Mr.
Synder, Rev. Mr. Martin, and Rev. Mr.
Wharey.

The following supplies were appointed :

Rev. Dr. Wilson and Rev. A. Snyder, one
Sabbath each in the destitutions of Lunen-
burg.

Rev. Messrs. Scott and Matthews—Henry
county and the destitutions of Pittsylvania
and Halifax.

Rev. Messrs. Mart’a and Moore, two Sab-
baths each at Providence church.

Rev. Messrs. Brown and Wharey, one Sab-
bath each in destitutions of Lunenburg and
one each at Boydton.

Rev. Dr. Ramsey and Rev. Mr. Tidball,
destitutions of Campbell and Bedford.

Rex. Mr. Price, one Sabbath at Provi-
dence and one in destitutions of Halifax.

Rev. Messrs. Hamersly and Moseley, one
Sabbath each at Providence and one each
at discretion.

Rev. Messrs. Shepperson and Penick, one
Sabbath each in Patrick county and one
each in destitutions of Bedford.

The Presbytery of Roanoke ij,ow consists of
21 ministers. Has under its care 27 churches,
one licentiate and one candidate. The
number of communicants added on exami-
nation during the past year, 168. From
several churches no reports were received.

Col. J. P. Marshall and Rev. Mr. Snyder
were appointed a committee on Ministerial
Support.

The congregations in attendance from
day to day were large and attentive, and
while the Presbytery cherish a grateful re-
collection of the kind hospitality shown to
its members, they likewise hope and pray
that the means ef grace then enjoyed may
be a lasting blessing tCL.all who were pre-
sent. Presbytery havmg completed their
business, (on Saturday evening, April 21st,)
adjourned to meet at Bethlehem church on
the second Wednesday of August next, at
12 o’clock, M.

Closed with singing, prayer and the apos-
tolic benediction. Samuel J. Price,

Stated Clerk.

Woman. —A Hindoo female recently said
to a Christian lady: “Really your Bible
must have been written by a woman,it con-
tains so many kind things about us. Our
Shasters say nothing but what is hard and
cruel of us.”

Good laws will not reform ua, if reforma-
tion begins not at home. This is the cause
of all our misdeeds in Church and State,
even the want of a holy education of chil-
dren.—Baxter,

For the Central Presbyterian

Presbytery of Winchester.
The Presbytery of Winchester met at

Harper’s Ferry on Wednesday, the 18th
ult., at 7J, P. M., and was opened with asermon by the Rev, W. H. Foote, D. D.Tne clerical members were all present
but one, viz: Rev. J. H. Jennings.

Rev. L. F. \\ ilson was chosen Moderator,
and Rev. J. O. Proctor, Temporary Clerk-.

The following Commissioners to the next
General Assembly were chosen, viz: Rev.
Charles White, (Principal,) and Rev. John
Johnston, (alternate;) and Ruling Elders,
Geo. Maury, (Principal,) and Dr. Bushrod
Taylor, (alternate.)

Valerius W. Wilson, son of Rev. L. F.Wilson, and now a student of Washington
College, was taken under the care of Pres-
bytery as a candidate for the ministry.

Mr. L. C. Y ass, candidate, was dismissed
'*"*~ Acv. ay . H. looioTD. !>., asked leave to
resign a part of his pastoral charge; and it
was resolved to cite the congregation of
Patterson Creek to appear at the next meet-
ing of Presbytery and shew cause why their
present pastoral relation should not be dis-
solved. This change is designed to open
the way for the introduction of a missionaryinto that field.

The organization of a new church at Bar-
ton, Alleghanny county, Maryland, was re-
ported.

The following standing committees were
elected for the ensuing year, viz :

On Domestic Missions—Rev. Messrs. Foote,
White, Johnston, and Woodworth. And
ruling elders—L. F.’Glass, and J. D. Arm-
strong.

On Education—Rev. Messrs. L. P. Wil-
son, Proctor, Dutton, and W. V. Wilson.
Ruling elders—D. Gibson and P. R. Har-
rison.

On Culportage—Rev. Messrs. W. V. Wil-
son, and Johnston. Ruling elders—S. H.
Alexander, R. K. Sheets, and E. Campbell.

On Church Extension—Rev. Messrs. White
and Graham. Ruling elders—J. N. Bell.
,

In answer to the proposal submitted by
the Synod to the consideration of Presbyte-
ry, it was,

Resolved, That we respectfully decline'any
ohange in our bounds.

Much of the sessions of Presbytery was
occupied in considering certain overtures
from several of the churches, asking the
Presbytery to memorialize the General As-
sembly to restore us to our former Synodi-
cal relations. It was unanimously,

Resolved, 1. That the Presbytery of Win-
chester memorialize the General Assembly
in 1801 for a change of her Synodical re-
lations with the Synod of Baltimore, to the
Synod of Virginia.

Resolved , 2. That the Synod of Baltimore
be respectfully requested to throw no ob-
stacle in the way of the proposed change,
butto favor therequestsof the memorialists.

The free conversation on' tlu> state of re-
ligion within our bounds revealed the very
gratifying fact that the spiritual condition
of the churches was perhaps never more
encouraging than at the present time. In
one church (that of Romney) a revival of
groat power has occurred, and in all the
churches, with twoor three exceptions, cheer-
ing additions have been made. While in
many there are numbers awaiting an oppor-
tunity to profess their faith in Christ.

The following supplies were appointed to
vacant churches, and destitute places, viz:

Rev. Messrs. Foote, Raymond, Graham,
White, Johnston, Woodworth and Camp-
bell, one Sabbath each at discretion.

Rev. L. P\ Wilson, one Sabbath at Sir
Johns Run.

Rev. W. B. Dutton, one Sabbath at Ka-
bletown.

Rev. J. H. Jennings, one Sabbath at
North River, and one at Concord.

Rev. J. 0. Proctor, one Sabbath at North
River,

The following action was taken respect-
ing the missionary work within our buunds,
viz: •

Resolved, Ist. The Presbytery require
churches making application for aid to the
Board of Missions, to state the amount of
salary which they will pay to their missiona-
ries.

Resolved, 2. That said churches be called
upon, year by year, to state whether the
amounts promised by them for the support
of their missionaries has been paid.

Resolved, 3. That Presbytery will not
render its appropriations to the churches,
until the amounts promised to the churches
has been paid.

Resolved, 4. That as far as practicable
missionaries shall be appointed at the regu-
lar meetings of Presbytery.

Resolved,. s. That the amount of aid to be
given be determined by the Presbytery.

Resolved, 6. That no missionary be com-
missioned within the limits of any pastoral
charge, other than the pastor of that charge.

The next stated meeting of Presbytery
will be held at Romney, Wednesday, Oct.
3d, 1800 at U, P. M.

The Presbytery will hold an adjourned
meeting at Winchester, Tuesday, July 17th,
at 7}, P. M. J. R. Graham, S'. Clerk.

Fou the Central Presuyterian.

The Church inFincastle Revived.

We desire to record, in token of the
church’s thankfulness to God, and as a me-
morial of his faithfulness and truth, that
He has appeared among us in His glory.
Christians have been revived and sinners
converted. Among those who have re-
cently professed religion in our midst, it is
matter of encouragement that five or six

| are already turning their attention to the
| gospel ministry. •

Our pastor, Rev. John S. Grasty, has faith-
fully discharged his duties, and his labors
have been greatly blessed in the upbuilding
of our church, and as we trust to the ad-
vancement of true and vital religion in our
midst. Under his ministry our’s has been
a growing congregation. When he was in-
stalled in 1856 we numbered fifty-two mem-
bers, since that time sixty souls have been
added.

The congregation on their part have in-
creased the salary of their pastor, and he
now receives from Fiucastle and Mountain
Union SI,OOO, besides a parsonage located
in a spot of his own choosing, and equal in

convenience and comfort to the dwellings oi
his most substantial neighbors.

For the above mercies and favors we de-
' s jre to record our humble but heart-felt
thanxs to the Giver of all good.

One op the Session.Fincastle, April 20th, 1860.
From the Presbyterian Herald.

Dr. J. W. Alexander on Preaching.
Mr. Editor; The accompanying letter of

|my distinguished and lamented friend and
relative, Dr. James W. Alexander, was ad-
dressed to me in the first year of my minis-
try—while pastor of the church of Winches-
ter, Virginia. I send a copy for publication
with the hope that it may prove as bene-
ficial to others as I trust it has been to mo.
It is especially commended to the attentive
perusal of young ministers and theological

|, students.
'

B. T. Lacy.
, lanK. M-iuA.2S..

Frankfort, March 22, 1847.
My Dear Sir: 1 was very glad to receive

a letter from you, by Mr. 8., having previ-
ously taken pleasure in the news of your
prosperous entrance upon the pastoral life.
Vou have much cause to rejoice in so early
a-settlement in a p'easing and important
charge: you will n i’ve enough to do. Let
me, as somewhat jv r enior, most earnestly
exhort yon to acij .Ve and maintain, not
merely an interest, but an enthusiasm in
your profession. It i/Yhe lack of this which
causes so many ministers to turn aside with
the chief energies of their minds to colla-
teral pursuits, and others, who avoid this
fault, to arrive very speedily at the maximum
of their ministerialstature. The lotus in illis
is nowhere more important; and I sometimes
fancy it is not characteristic of our young
preachers. Especially would I urge upon
you the cultivation of a temper, which shall
make you, every day in the week, regard
your discourses as the chief affair of life.
All great preachers have done so. This will
make your sermons the genuine efflux of
interested feeling. Among your three
weekly sermons, I hope you will have one
of the expository sort. I have just finished
the Hebrews, in a series of sixty-two lec-
tures. No exercise has ever given me more
pleasure, and none has been more tolerated
by my hearers. 1 have studied the pas-
sage exegetically, but have taken no notes
with mo.

While I am glad that you write one ser- j
mon a week, I aa» not so clear that yon
ought to read it. “Hand inexperlus loquor.”
I practice reading, once in three times,
from long habit; but if I was to do the
thing over again, and . were at your stage,
I would never take a line of manuscript
into the pulpit. Pardon me when 1 add,
that yon will find advantage in treating all
the great points, as soon and as often as
possible. By this, I mean to oppose a dis-
position, which has led many, including* mv-
selt', to pass by those topics which are fre-
quently discussed. For the same reason, I
would prefer the trite texts: from the neces-
sity of the case, they must be most impor-
tant ones. I made a special examination of
hundreds of texts, in order, preached on by
Wesley, Whitefield, and Robert Hall, and
found that with few exceptions, they were
all of the most hackneyed sort. It is a great
saving of time, and tends to method and
good preaching, to read a little theology
every week on subjects to be used in ser-
mons. My poor experience goes to this
point, that the best sermons are pondered
long, and then written as fast as possible.
Above all my dear friend, seek to preach
sermons which flow out naturally from a
full heart. Nothing so fills the minds with
material as a depth of present experience.
Viewing the subject in a purely rhetorical
light, 1 believe half an hour of prayer is
better than a day of study. The very glow
sets the thoughts moving. Hence it is good
to pray over a discourse to God before one
preaches it to the people. Visiting every
week, among truly pious parishioners, is
very suggestive of preaching matter, Mc-
Cheyne used to go to sick aqd dying per-
sons on Saturday evening to get his feelings
adjusted. I )■>-•■ .~m ~d'to you to finish all
preparations b. K.iiUy night. One day’s
rest is marvellen !y pr.".-active of spring on
the Sabbath.

I am unable to H->d the genealogy of our
family, of which jy -n mk; but will have it
copied for you whenever it turns up.

My wife and children and brother return
to you their kindest regards. Our youngest
child lies very ill. We are in the Lord’s
hands, and to him do I commend it. At
Princeton all are as usual.

I am your sincere friend and kinsman,
J. W. Alexander.

Come to Church.—The Rector of St.
Paul’s church, Chatham, [England,] had
printed the following card for distribution:
“To any man or woman who thinks his dress

on her dress not good enough to come to
church.
“Dear Friend ;—Your soul is more pre-

cious than your body. Do not let your
dress keep you from the house of God.’.’

“Come there, as you must come to Christ,
just as you are.”

“Do not deny yourself the pleasure of
going to church, because you think your
clothes are not good enough.”

“God looks at a man’s heart, not at his
clothes.”

“Jesus Christ spake just as kindly to the
poor beggar as he did to the richZacoheus
(see Luke 18, and 19.) But, in order that
you may feel quite comfortable in
the church, this paper is printed to tell you
that if you go in at the North porch, and
take any seat you like under the gallery,
you will be in fine of the best parts of the

1 church, and can see and hear very nicely,
while scarcely any one .can see you.”

“Come, then, in your working dress, if
you*have none other.”

“Come in the morning and afternoon, as
well as at night. All three services are
different. Let your children sit with you.
Your forefathers used tf) walk many miles
to church. The Bible tells us ‘not to for-
sake the assembling of ourselves together;’
and Jesus invites us, saying, ‘Come unto
me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden,
and I will give yon rest.’ ”

While so much is being done abroad, it
should provoke us to more labors at home.

Sabbath Refri'n,

Documents No. XII. ofihfi N. York Sab-
bath committee is a pamttilbt of 32 pages,
showing the results of elift* to prevent the
desecration of that day; ini it speaks en-
couragingly of the succisslof-their efforts
in this direction. At a grff-t public meet-
ing at the Cooper Institute)Peri Dr. Hoge,
of the Brick Chapel, waaaifbng the speak-
ers. We copy his addreisjirom the docu-
ment.

“He said he felt it was tkriJLble though
painful for them to be her lalqVt of them
had come from influence M made them
feel that all was safe, wif 'ftlem. But at
the' meeting they had lb jt things that
ought to make the stoufij;' heart quake.Would to God that all, a j'-r, industrious,
honest cirizen? c-cid the state-
ment? "

" U>. earin'

earb.. d spotio ,w all
this, they.knew. that there was a gulfreel-ing with filth and corruption, bearing away
the impurity of the city. But he felt as he
did a-few nights since, when'' resting quietly
in his chamber, he detecte the graduallyaccumulating smoke. Through tie house
the smoke kept gatherinjik/and yet there
was no flame; it -was working in secret
through the walls. He thanked God that
these moral dangers allowed of a cry for
help in the coming struggle. The Commit-
tee had this night given the notes of warn-
ing. He knew that the work of the Com-
mittee had been a difficult one, and perhaps
distasteful; but it was sometimes necessarywhen a neighborhood had beep ravaged,for the courageous man to go down in the
dark den of the wolf, and strive with the
ferocious enemy that in secret stole outand
committed its ravages. It woiild be the
people’s fault now if the evil continues. The
trumpet had been sounded for help to come
up on behalfof the Lord againstthe mighty,the desperate, and the wicked. The Com-
mittee could not do the work alone. The
meeting had been called to create energy
in a work that was to be long, patient, and
costly, and from wich probably they could
never be discharged. The work appealed
to all to be its advocates and (Wenders.

What was it that called for iielpf The
oldest institution in all this world—tliat
which God had made peculiar to his people.
When creation was finished, the Sabbath
day was its crown. When God’s work was
complete then came this blessed jubilee,
and God and man rejoiced. It was God’s
seventh day, but it was man’s first day.
The change at the resurrection of Christ
was beautiful. Henceforth man celebrated
bis own first day in joyous communion with
his God, and the day of which the second
Adam went to his Father. There was a
twin institution born at the gp,mo time—-
the institution of marriage, ffe was not
surprised at the statement ti.,> ■ the seventh
and- the fourth commandment's were alike [

violated, and that those who would strike j
down the one would demolish the other.!
When man struck a blow at one lie would '

never rest until the othercould be destroyed
It was simply a question whether the city
should be another Sodom and Gomorrah.
How could they spare the Sabbath day?
Even the brute needs his Sabbath. Our
physical and intellectual life demands it.
They might show how all the noblest facul-
ties of the mind were filled with their proper
nutriment on that day. There should be
one day on which man could learn the lesson
of his immortality. How should they secure
the feeling that man is immortal, and lift
his aspirations towards Heaven? Could it
be learned in Chatham street among the
ready-made and second-hand clothes seven
days in the week? Could .it be learned
among the sales and - exchanges of real
estate in Wall street, where thechief music
is but the chink of the dollar, and the chimes
of old Trinity serve but to remind the mer-
chant of the hours of banking and business?
Could it be learned in Broadway, amongthe silks and diamonds? How could theybring sweet and high and holy influences
upon them? They must have a day for this
and God gave.them that day, not simply
for relaxation from labor, but for a high
and holy end. Some would deem a Sabbath
of amusement sufficient; but, if they would
read of the effect of such Sabbaths, follow
a company on a Sabbath to Jones’ Wood,
and see the spiritual stimulants of the
preachers. All accounts agreed that the
day was spent in dissipation; that the men
had not been drinking in beauties of
nature—it was lager beer they were
drinking in from morning tonight. It was
the rope-dancing, and all ) belittleing
influences of the mind, that hittraded the
crowd. And were they most refreshed for
the next day’s labor? Or. was it not those
who observed the Christian ‘ Sabbath who
were most refreshed by the (Jay of rest?
Was it not these, at peace Will God and
man, who awoke refreshed fo,' *ie duties of
another week? But, if this lit, jvas our all,
we might eat and drink, ar verhaps the
sooner we die the better. Tlu. 1s man the
waste of all that is believed to be noble,
and the gospel of the Germanphilosopher
—the doctrine of suicide—is tie only gos-
pel for man. When society had io forgotten

' its immortality, that doctrine ofisnieide be-
came practical; it was preachoi, and men
plunged into destruction by thousands.

Let the friends of reform therefore gird
on their armor. They preached not the
long, gloomy, dull, unpleasant,Pharisaical

i puritanical Sabbath that their einmiessug-
; gested, but the Sabbath that flod ‘made
;,,for man’—ministering to man’s jest want,

i and bringing down its mercies upon him.
i if tne editors of those presses who had

, aided them were present, he woulacall upon
) them to renew their efforts. Oliljlet them

, write for God, for truth, for what'j-unobies
j men, for that which will train up cur youth

f I as citizens of whom our country may be
proud. And, oh! that they shoud write

) no line that, ‘dying, they wouhsr’&h to
j blot.’

What memories and hallowed assertions
? were gathered round the Sabbat! day!
- Well might it be called the Pearl csl.days.
’ Well had Coleridge said,‘lt brinj.'fifty-

j two Spring days to use iu the year. 'Vpring
, days, indeed, they were, which,

to the remembrance of Paradise, L /■ on-
t ward to that day when eternH Sui'mer
. should spread again over the ■

Parents Laying Up for Their Children.
How much? Is a parent bound to work

harder than ho is able, or to den-' Cufaelfthe comforts of life, to lay up for** Chil-
dren? If in moderate circumstances,iis he
bound to lay up all he can save!'and earn
for them, over and above what, he 'wants
himself? Must it all be savetCrbr them?May he give nothing away, because he is
not rich? 'May he repulse all t? :> agents of
missionary and other charita
by saying, I have nothing to If he
is rich, may he hoard up all hi.jgregt estate
for his children? or if not aifchqw much?
These are serious questions—cases'of con-)
science, I think, and not always easy to Ibe settled.

Indeed there is no general ride, appli-
cable to all cases, by which they can be
settled. Where there is a large property*
some families will need more and some less,
y'jlje are limits beyond which it is hot safe

" 1111111 to - S° 111 kyin#' np money
mldrw., He ’"ey have a great.deal

h-
-. to leave than would Mo them ’any

-g-dod; so much more, that if no good could
be done with it, it were better for them to
have thousands of it east into the sea, than
to have it all laid up for them. It is pro-
verbial that very few rich men’s sons, "who
inherit their large fortunes, succeed so well
in the world, become so respectable and
useful, as many of those who begin with
little or nothing. And what is the reason?
They have much better educational privi-
leges. Theirsocial position gives thsmevery
desirable advantage. They a/rjht to suc-
ceed a great deal better. And why do they
not? The reason is too apparent not to be
known an* read of all men. Their money
brings along with it temptations to idleness,
extravagance, dissipation, and other kindred-
vices, which but few of them er,n resist.
Poor human nature is too weak to endure
such an ordeal. The sad experience of ages
and generations prove it.

A rich father might just about as well
charge his executors to load a boat down
to the scuppers with his property, and put
his sons aboard, and launch her upon the
broad Atlantic without compass or rudder,
as to leave his hundreds of thousands to be
divided among them. They would be about
as likely to founder, or be dashed upon the
breakers in the one case as the other. Every
man who accumulates, and lays up an estate
large enough to make his children rich
without industry or economy, knows that
he is throwing away his money; or rather,
what is infinitely worse, that he is exposing
them to ruinous temptations, which all ex-
perience shows he has no reason to expect
they will resist. And yet, after all, how
many are inflicting this really irreparable
injury upon their own offspring! The con-
clusion of the whole matter, then, is,—that
while parents ought to lay up something
for their children, they are not bound, they
have no right, to lay up so miuih as will in

i.•.•. i . , .

ablyraore harm than good.
What then shall the prosperous bankers

and merchant princes, and other rich men,
do with their property; and what motive
can they have for continuing their lucrative
employments?

There are two ways in which they can
dispose of all they have, and can add, that
will be pleasing to God and useful to men.
One is, by distributing it where it is wanted
with their own hands; and the other is, by
bequeathing it where it will do most good
when they are gone. The first method is,
on many accounts, the surest and the best.
By becoming his own executor, the man of
wealth knows where his property goes, and
has the happiness of seeing and enjoying
the good which it does. He leaves no chance
for quarrelling over his will, and defeating
his well-considered intentions in the distri-
bution. Such perversions are not rare
where the greatest care has been taken to
make assurance doubly sure. . It is one of
the happy signs of the times, that so many
rich men are finding oat, by their own ex-
perience, how much more blessed it is to
give than to receive while they are here to
enjoy it.—Dr. Humphrey.

Bad Neighbors a Benefit.—PeterS—,
calling on the minister of the village where
he resided, complained to him that he could
hardly stand it any more among his
bors; that they were quite too sit' ular and
inquisitive a set of people, concerning them-
selves about everything and about every
trifle that occurred in his family; that he
could not be too cautious with regard to
them, could not utter a word, nor dip his
finger in water, nor walk across the street,
but they were aware of it, and then they
would at once fall to judging and condemn-
ing him. “And, my dear Sir!” he added,
“if they would only stick to the truth, why
I wouldn’t say one word; but at one time
they see, and at another they hear, the
wrong way; and then they greatly exagge-
rate matters, pass uncharitable censure, and
laugh me and mine to acorn publicly; and
whatever transpires in my family the whole
town is informed of in 24 hours. Such
neighbors! Rev’d Sir! surely they are cal-
culated to embitter one’s life! indeed, it’s
not a rare case that they become a nail to
one’s coffin.”

“It’s bad enough, my good friend,” re-
plied the minister, “that there are such
neighbors in the world, and I pity you
most sincerely on that account; however,
as every evil in the world is attended by its
concomitant benefits, so it is in the present
instance. True, these people manifest a
spiteful character, and yet, maugre theijv
character, they must accomplish much good.
Such eaves-droppers cause ns to become
more circumspect, more cautious in onr con-
versation, in word and work, in labor and
in rest. We even learn to avoid every ap-
pearance of evil, because we are acquainted
with the characters of onr neighbors, who
might readily pr,t an ill construction upon
our actions.. Henco \v® endeavor not only
to ioad a,moral life in the face of the world,
but also to maintain a Christian conversa-
tion before God. Eventually the neighbors
must feel ashamed of themselves on disco-
vering what well-disposed people we are; in
process of time they even copy oi»r exam-
ple, and reform their habits, that they may
one day bqeome our neighbors in heaven!”

The good man went home with a cheerful
and grateful heart.

Ha is no Christian tnat Delievea not that
faith in the person of Christ is the springof all evangelical obedience.

Process of Dying.
So prevailing is the dread of death, that

death has been called the “King of Terrors.’ 1There are many things in connection with
it which we know to be trying, and to these
known trials, we attach agonies unknown.
Hence we invest death with numerous
strange- and mysterious terrors, by which
all our life time, we are held in bondage.

It is, however, quite possible that our
imagination of the evils of the pangs of
dis:-: 'ution exceeds the reality, aud .that
when “the pains, the groans, and dying
strife” come to be actually encountered,they will prove much less awful than we
have feared. Touching this subject, the fol-
lowing from an article in the London Quar-terly, will be found comforting and instruc-
tive.

“The pain of dying must be distinguished
-rom tile pain oi the previom disease, for
when life ebbs sensibility derlVe As death
is the final extinction of corporal feelings,

increases as death comes on.
Jho prasiraTioT. of dfe®aeev !>!;*' hec.it.Ufnlfatigue, engenders a growing stupor—a
sensation of subsiding softly into a coveted
repose. The transition resembles what might
Ha Rmpn 111 t.llAQO 1 It Y». uoilmnn trrLoe seen in those loity mountains, whose jsides exhibiting every climate in regular !
gradation, vegetation luxuriates at their;
base, and dwindles in the approach to the |
regions of snow, till its feeblest manifeefca- ;
tion is repressed by the cold. The so called |
agony can never be more formidable than '

| when the brain is the last to go, and the Imind preserves to the end a rational cogni- 1
| zance of the state of the body. Yet persons j|,thus situated commonly attest that there ii are things in life less painful than the i
| close. ‘ 4 lf I had strength enough to hold a j
pen,” eaid William Hunter, “I would write
how easy and delightful it is to die.” “Ifthis be dying,” said the niece of Newton,
of Olney, “it is a pleasant thing to die;”
“the very expression,” adds her «ncle,
“which another friend of mine made use of
on her death-bed a few years ago.” The
same words have so often been uttered
under similar circumstances; that we could
fill pages with instances which are only
varied by the name of the speaker. “If
this be dying,” said Lady Glenorchy, “it
is the easiest thing imaginable.” “I thought
that dying had been more difficult,” said
Louis XIV. “I did not suppose it was so
sweet to die,” said Francis Suarez, the
Spanish theologian. An agreeable surprise
was the prevailing sentiment with them all.
They expected the stream to terminate in
the dash of the torrent, and they found it i
was losing itself in the gentlest current.— IThe whole ot the faculties seem sometimes i
concentrated on the placid enjoyment. The |
day Arthur Murphy died he kept repeating j
from Pope,

* 'Taught halfby reason, half by mere decay, iTo welcome dealh, and cahrh pa*a away,”
“Nor does the calm partake of the sensi-

tiveness of sickness, TL- ,
„cw.-ii in

the sea the day Collingwood breathed his last
upon the element which had been she scene
of bis glory. Captain Thomas expressed a
fear that he was disturbed, by the tossing
of the ship: ‘No, Thomas,’ he replied;
‘I am now in a state in which nothing in
this world can disturb me more. lam dy-
ing: and am sure it must bo consolatory to
you, and all who love me, to see how com-
fortably I am coming to my end.’
“A second and common condition of the

dying is to be lost to themselves, and all iaround then:, in utter unconsciousness.—
Countenance and gestures might ia many
cases suggest that, however dead to the ex-
ternal world, an interior sensibility still re-
mained. But we have the evidence of those
whom disease has left at the eleventh hour,
that while their supposed sufferings were
pitied by their friends, existence was a
blank. Montaigne, when stunned 'by a fall
from his horse, tore open his doublet’; but
he was entirely and only knew
afterwards that he had done it from the in-
formation of the attendants.- The delirium
of fever is distressing to witness, but the
victim awakes from it as from a heavy sleep, Itotally ignorant that he has passed days 1and nights tossing wearily and talking wildly.
Perceptions which had occupied the entire
man could hardly be obliterated iu the in-
stant of recovery; or, if any were inclined
to adopt the solution, there is yet a proof
that the callousness is real, in the unflinch-
ing manner in which bad sores are rolled
upon, that are too tender to bear touching
when sense is restored. Wherever there is
insensibility, virtual death precedes death
itself, and to die is to awake in another
world.”

Power of Example.
Rev. John Angell James’ Conver-

sion.—ln a public lecture, Mr. James once
said:

“If the present lecturer has a right to
consider himself a real Christian, if he lias
been of any service to his fellow-creatures,
and has attained to any usefulness in the
church of Christ, he owes it in the way of
means and instrumentality to the sight of
a companion, who slept in the same room
with him, bending his knees in prayer, on
retiring to rest. That scene, so unostenta-
tious, and yet so unconcealed, roused my

slumbering conscience, and sent an arrow
to my heart; for though i had been religi-
ously educated, I had restrained prayer, and
east otr the fear of God; my conversion to
God followed, and soon afterwards my en-
trance upon college studies for the work of
the ministry. Nearly half a century has
rolled away since then, with ail its jnultitu-
dious events; but that little chamber, that
humble couch, that praying youth, are still
present to my imagination, and will never
be forgotten, even amidst the splendor ol
heaven, and through the ages of eternity.’’

A Happy Mas --A minister was directed
to go to a certain place, where he would find
an instructor. When he came to the place,
he found a man in ordinary attire, to whom
he wished a good morning. “I never had
a bad morning,” replied the man. “That
is very singular. I wish you may always
be so fortunate.” “I was never unfortu-
nate,” said he. “I hope you will always be
as happy,” said the divine. “I am never
unhappy,” said the other. “I wish,” said
the divine, “that you would explain yourself
a little. “That I will cheerfully do,” said
he, “I said that I never had a bad morn-
ing; for every morning, even if I am pinch-

ed with hunger, I praise God. If it rains,
or snows, or hails; whether the weather "bet serene or tempestuous, 1 am still thankful
to God; and therefore I never have a Joy-i less morning, If I am miserable in out-

* ward circumstances, and despised, I still
. praise God. Yon wished that I might al-
i ways be fortunate; but I cannot bs-snfor-tunate, because nothing befalls me I-ai, ac-
j cording to the will of God; and li-Y
j that his will is always good, in win'* 1 T, e
i (loss or permits to be ’

.
jtm. .sued

■c always happy; but i m./ be unhappy,
I bemuse my will is always resigned to the
will of God.” -h>

0! that He were a Christian!
How often do we hear these w<”

a sister utters them cnvcerrAv—- /other
beloved. There a wife for a V/tender
husband. Ministers often ore, , j the de-
sire for young members of their docks, and
Irienda of those whose generous and manly '
hearts have won their own. It is the utter-

I ance for a sincere, honest, tender interest
, in the tjalvatioa pfjjouls. .

\Vhatr have' you ‘dvnrrto prove that you •
are in earnest in your aspiration in behalf
of your friend?

1. Have you ■prayedfor him? Your wish
is a prayer indeed, and may not be-unheard
by him who knows our unbreathed desires.

| But have you gone purposely bo the mercy
i seat in his behalf. Have hia
name before a great advocate? Have you
sought his salvation with that intensity of
longing which could only be uttered with
strong “crying and tears?” Perhaps God
wills that you should be importunate, while
you have been satisfied with a vague wish.

2. Have you spoken to him of Christ?
“The redemption of his soul is nrecious;”
have you ever told him of that' ;deemer,
by whom his soul may be saved? -Have you
ever affectionately warned or entreated him?
He may need a word from you to turn his
life to Jesus. Perhaps he may be longing to
know how you found your way to the cross,
and came to the blessedness of the Christian
hope. Do you act wisely or faithfully, not
to say a word to show the solicitude which
you feel for him?

3. Have you thought to persuade him to
go with you to the house of God? A few
gentle words might win him away from some
place of pleasure or vanity to the prayer-
meeting. A kind invitation might induce
him to enter with you into the place where
the gospel is proclaimed. There the Spirit
of God mny meet him, and renew him. *

There, at least Jesus will be held up before
him, and the cross held up before him, and
the cross meet his vision. Do you do right
to separate from him without an attempt io
lead him with yon?

4. Have you shown him in your life what
litisto he a Christian? How many sermons

! might be preached every day, and with
irresistible point and force, by simple con-

! sistency! How many souls might be won
j by the attractive power of a holy life. Have
you tried its virtue with the one whom yon

j wish to win? Have you been “a living
[ epistle,” to be constantly “known and read
of him.” Gan ho see the grace of God
working hi you, and daily restraining, guid-
ing, and purifying you? What self-denial do
you daily show, proving to him your love
for Christ?

Reader! what do you do to make your
friend, brother, husband, a Christian? Do
something—do everything that God com-
mands you, and patiently, calmly, confi-
dently await the blessing. “It is good that
a man should both hope and quietly wait
for the salvation of the Lord.”

Clerical Curiosities.
Dr. John Blair Smith, President of Union

College, was an eloquent extemporaneous
preacher. His custom was to hold a small
Bible in his hand, in which was fitted a bit
of paper, which he would bring to bis eye
at each new turn of his discourse. -One day
in an animated burst of feeling, his,thumb,
which held down the paper to its p\ce, let
jgo its charge, and the fugitive botes”

! sailed away on the breeze into tub broad
i aisle. The doctor very quietly tore off a
small piece of newspaper which he had in
his pocket, put it under his thumb aforesaid,
and then went on as usual with his sermon,
lifting his “notes” to his eye as before, to
help his mental motions, much to the amuse-
ment of some of the spectators.

Dr. James Muir, of the Distf)y~ ')!-Colum-
hia, wrote all hia sermons, and recited them
memoritcr. But unless the manuscript was
in his pocket he could not go on at all,
though he never used it. One day, having
left it at home, he was obliged to send for
it before he could begin the recitation. He
was buried, at his own request, in a grave
thirteen feet under his pulpit.

In writing sermons, Dr. Muir f Ain the
habit of holding the of
paper, and then scattering catch-words aiiing
the pages; after which he would proceed to
fill up the intervals with the thoughts which
he had already carefully studied in his own

I mind.
Dr. David Porter was a great oddity. A

Napoleon head, joined by a short neck p-'n

a very portly body, which stood upon g f
of remarkable spindle legs, cased in sim.il
clothes and silk hose, was the striking figure
of as uncommon a mind. When fairly under
way in the pulpit, his short, terse sentences, •
jerked out with a nod of the head and a
stamp of the foot, or a rap of the cane, which
he sometimes did not lay aside, even in
preaching, told like the hitting of the bul-

f lets. In the lecture-room he would not only
| traverse the platform, but at times descend
to the floor, step over a bench to some open
space, walk there awhile, step over another
bench, and get back to the desk from the -

opposite side, and all the while carrying on
i his address without a break.

Dr. Porter was very absent-minded.—
Praying with his eyes open, as was his habit,
at a “neighborhood meeting,” ho chanced
to see a friend just arrived in the company,
when, to the surprise of everybody, he
crossed the room and extended his hand,,
exclaiming, with a voice of pleasure, “OP
d’db?”—not seeming aware at all of the-
eccentric movement.—Sprt>"" ‘ .

I endeavor to take w ui tm, until
may know my obligations to Christ, and the
necessity of his dsath;: for sin helps me to<
take a measure of it. I hardly know which
is first in the order of thinking, but all is
well when they act reciprocally upon each*
other.—iie». T. Adams,


