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THE SYNOD OF TENNESSEE,

AT DANDRIDGE, 1886,

Resolved, ““ That in view of a request of the last General
Assembly, a Committee, consisting of the Revs. J. E. Alexander,
William H. Lyle and David M. Wilson, be appointed to prepare
a History of the Synod of Tennessee.”

In the providence of God, Brother Wilson was prevented by
death from engaging in the work, but his son, the Rev. S. T.
Wilson, furnished some statistics, and Brother Lyle also aided
with some materials velating to the Presbyteries of Union and
French Broad.

J. E. ALEXANDER.

Greeneville, Tenn., October, 1888.






iv PREFACE.

with some surviving relatives. In weaving the threads de-
rived from various sources into a brief consecutive narrative,
the author could not, without inconvenience, refer to his au-
thority for all his statements, yet the reference has been given
in the more important cases. The writer has not willingly
discriminated by omitting to notice the lives and labors of
other departed brethren, equally worthy with some who have
been noticed, but he was unsuccessful in his efforts to obtain
the necessary information. As a substitute for this, rolls are
presented of the ministers and licentiates who have belonged
at any time to the Presbyteries severally, together with the
dates of their licensures, ordinations, receptions, dismissions,
etc.

Instead of historical sketches of the churches, which would
have doubled the labor and the size of this volume, a table of
those which have belonged to each Presbytery has been given,
showing when and by whom they were organized, and other
items of interest where such could be obtained and used.

In detailing the actions of- judicatories relating to territorial
changes, to changes of ecclesiastical relations arising from
divisions and reunions, and other matters, the authority for
the statements has been sufficiently indicated by referring to
the dates and records of the Assemblies, Synods, and Presby-
teries concerned.

For the errors and defects which may be found, some of
which are almost unavoidable in a work of this kind, the
writer casts himself upon the kind indulgence of his brethren,
begging them to unite with him in the prayer that this imper-
fect record of God’s dealing with this portion of his universal
Church and of its service to Him, may be blessed to the pro-
motion of His cause and kingdom.
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the south, and on the west by the Cumberland mountains ; consisting of the Revs.
Charles Cummings, Hezekiah Balch, John Cosson, Samuel Doak and Samuel
Houston ;* to be known by the name of the Presbytery of Abingdon, to meet
according to the adjournment of the late Presbytery of Abingdon. The other to
comprehend the District of Kentucky and the setilements on the Cumberland
river, consisting of the Revs. David Rice, Thomas Craighead, David Rankin,
Andrew McClure and James Crawford; to be known as the Presbytery of Tran-
sylvania, and to meet for the first time in Danville, in the District of Kentucky,
on the third Tuesday of October next (1786), the Rev. David Rice to preside,
or, in case of his absence, the senior minister present.”

The object of the Synod of New York and Philadelphia in divi-
ding Abingdon and other Presbyteries at that time was, that by a
proper multiplication of Presbyteries, it might resolve itself into
four Synods and so prepare the way for the formation of a General
Assembly. The four Synods so formed were those of New York
and New Jersey, Philadelphia, Virginia, and the Carolinas. Tran-
sylvania then became a part of the Synod of Virginia, and Abing-
don was at the same time made a part of the Synod of the Caroli-
nas, which Synod then embraced our territory and much beyond it
westward.

In 1797, the difficulties arising from the great Hopkinsian
controversy, led the Synod of the Carolinas to make another divi-
sion of Abingdon Presbytery, and to form from it the Presbytery
of Union, by a line running from the North Carolina boundary
due north to the mouth of the Big Limestone creek and up that
creek, etc., to the Kentucky line.

The members west of this line were constituted into the Presby-
tery of Union. In consequence of a petition of several persons
and Sinking Spring Church in 1799, this line of division was
altered by the Synod, and the two Presbyteries were divided by a
line to run due north, touching in its course the mouth of Lick
creek.

This threw Dr. Balch and the Rev. John Cosson back into the
Presbytery of Abingdon, the meetings of which Dr. Balch refused
to attend, and was, for that reason, suspended from the exercise of
his ministry. He, with some other brethren, sought relief from the
Synod by petitioning for a new Presbytery, which was erected by
the Synod in 1800, with the name of the Presbytery of Greene-
ville, consisting of the Revs. Hezekiah Balch, John Cosson, George
Newton and Samuel Davies.

There were then, covering our territory and a part of Virginia
and North Carolina, the three Presbyteries of Abingdon, Union and
Greeneville, all in connection with the Synod of the Carolinas.
Union, on the north, was coterminous with Transylvania and ex-
tended west towards the setting of the sun.

In 1802, the immense territory of the Synod of Virginia was, at
her request, divided by the General Assembly into the three Synods
of Virginia, Pittsburgh and Kentucky. The Synod of Kentucky

_*Samuel Houston preached five or six years for Providence Church and then returned to Vir-
ginia.
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HoOLSTON. UNION, * KINGSTON. NEw RIVER.

1857. Ministers., 10 | Ministers.. 17 | Ministers.. % | Ministers... 8
“  Churches., 18 | Churches.. 31 | Churches,. 20 | Churches .. 14
1858. Ministers,. 6 | Ministers.. 15 | Ministers,, 8 | Ministers... 8
¢  Churches.. 13 | Churches.. 31 | Churches.. 21 | Churches .. 1§

In 1867, the Synod contained 46 churches and only 16 ministers.

HOLSTON.
Dates......... [ eeeees|1841|1844|1845/1846|1847|1866|1867|1868|1869
Additions. ...eceeeeecesssaes| IT1| 38 38| 21| 23| 48| 123| 109| 63
Members..ce.veeeeannses ....| 969l 825! 815/1490(1486] 575! 645 671| 609

The following table gives the increase and strength of the Synod
by Presbyteries from the reunion in 1869 to 1888, drawn from the
Minutes of the General Assembly :

HOLSTON.
Dates.ievesennreecnnens . ‘ 1879
Ministers....oe0e. cesesns i ‘ 10
Churches,..... eovesssces 20
Added on Examination.... ‘ ‘ 58
¢«  Certificate ,..... ) 20

‘Whole No. of Members. ...

HOLSTON—Continued.

Dates. veeeeoeesccceasacaacns 1888
Ministers...... csesesecscsans 12
Churches,.... ecesssescassens ‘ 25
Added on Examination,....... ‘ 50

“  Certificate v eevveaaan 42
‘Whole No. of Members........ : 12

UNION,

Dates ......... careserecnnnse Lo ‘ 1878
Ministers, .coveeececcaseconse 6 ‘ ‘ 14
Churches....... N eesees I9 ' 16
Added on Examination. ... ... 6l| 133

¢ Certificate...... cens 15
Whole No. of Members........ 16781 1403

UNION—Continued.

Dates ...o.uuns “ 1887
Ministers ,cceveeninas ceseeas +26
Churches. coeeeeeessenecacens 31
Added on Examination, 126

¢¢  Certificate veeeeness 66
Whole No. of Memkbers........ : 2300

# In 1860, 9 ministers; and in 1867, 3 ministers and 6 churches.
4 In 1886, Blount County was taken from Kingston and added to Union.
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powerfully to weaken our churches and to keep them weak, as well
as to drive our ministry to more steady, permanent and productive
relations in other fields of labor, need not be argued here. Time
and again these things have been acknowledged and deplored by our
Synod and by the several Presbyteries under our care. It was not
always so in this region. When Presbyterianism was making its
most rapid progress in East Tennessee, pastoral relations were com-
mon and some of long continuance. The Rev. William H. Lyle
has shown that such pastorates were common in Union Presbytery ;
and when Holston was formed from Abingdon in 1827, of its seven
constituting ministers four were regularly installed pastors of churches.

Some progress has been recently made in the direction of a return
to the good old way, but to whatever extent the other relation
prevails, to that same extent its evil effects must be with us and
upon us.












































































































































































































































































































128 A HISTORICAL SKETCH OF THE SYNOD OF TENNESSEE.

in Foreign Missions, the writer would refer to his able and often
eloquent annual reports on that subject, recorded in the minutes of
the Synod of Tennessee, breathing a spirit that could come only
from a mind and heart aglow with zeal and love for the cause.
¢¢Mr. Wilson seemed to be a man absolutely free from selfishness.’’
As a reformer he never contended for personal interests, but was
always ready to sacrifice self for the good of others.

His wife and two children born in Syria, Mrs. W. A. McTeer
and the Rev. Prof. S. T. Wilson, of Maryville College, survive
him (1888).

The above has been compiled from the ¢ Presbyterian Encyclo-
pzdia’ and an obituary notice by the late Rev. John Silsby.
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Meetings of the Synod— Continued.

THE PLACE. TIME. MODERATORS. CLERKS—PRO TEM,
Abingdon, Va,| Oct. 10, 1832 Rev Isaac Anderson, D.D.|Rev. G. S. White.
Knoxville, Tenn.| “ o9, 1833 « William Mmms, “" “ “
Kingsport, ¢ ¢« 8, 1834 “ Robert Glenn, ¢ “ “
Greeneville, « “ 14,1835/ “ James McLin, “ “ “
Knoxville, « ¢ 12,1836] “ John W.Cunningham,| ¢ “ o
Jonesboro’, « ¢ 11,1837 «“ Fielding Pope, Revs. F. A. Ross and

George Painter.
Rogersville, « ¢ 10, 1838/ ¢« Isaac Anderson,D.D. Rev G. S. White.
New Market, ¢ “ 9, 1839 « JamesKing, Robt. Caldwell,
Bethesda Ch., « “ 14, 1840| “ Thomas Brown, « G. S. White.
Blountville, “ 13, 1841 “ George Painter, “ Wm. A. Taylor.
Maryville, ¢« “ 12,1842 “ Robert Glenn, ¢ Fielding Pope,
Knoxville, ¢ ¢ 11,1843 “ Isaac Anderson, D.D.| ¢« G. S. White.
Abingdon, Va.| “ o, 1844 “ Robert Glenn, “ Wm. A, Taylor.
Dandridge,Tenn,| “ 8, 1845/ “ George Painter, “ G.S. White.
Athens, “ ¢« 9,1846( «“ F. A. Ross, D.D. [ “ “
New Market, « ¢ 8 1847 “ Francis A, McCorkle,| « “ “
Rogersville, « ¢ 13,1848 « F. A.Ross, D.D.,, | « Fielding Pope.
Tazewell, “ ¢ 12,1849 “ Levi R. Morrison, “ [ “
Greeneville, « “ 11,1850 ¢ John S. Craig, ¢ TIra Morey.
Chattanooga, “ “ 10, 1851| “ Ira Morey, ¢« J.S. Craig.
Jonesboro’, ¢ |Sept. 10, 1852| « F, A. Ross, D.D., “ G. S. White.
Maryville, « ¢ 29, 1853 “ Thomas Brown, ¢ J.J. Robinson.
Knoxville, ¢ [Nov. 9, 1854 «“ John S. Craig, “ oo “
Blountville, ¢ |Sept. 27, 1855| ¢ James McChain, ¢ Tra Morey.
Athens, « “ 25,1856 *“ James King, ¢ JosephH.Martin
New Market, « «“ 24, 1857| « G.S. White, “ o “
Bristol, [ ¢ 24, 1858| ¢« John J.Robinson,D.D; ¢« Isaac N. Naff.
Cleveland, « “ 30, 1859| “ Samuel A. Rhea, ¢ G. S. White.
Abingdon, Va.| ¢ 27, 1860| ¢ Joseph H. Martin, ¢ Fielding Pope.
Rogersville, Tenn| ¢ 26, 1861| « R. P. Wells, ¢ G. A, Caldwell.
Knoxville, « ¢ 25,1862| “ G, A. Caldwell, ¢« T, H.McCallie.

:ggi }No meetings.
New Market, ¢ | Oct. 12, 1865/Rev. Thomas Brown, ¢ Samuel Sawyer,
Knoxville, ¢« |Sept. 27, 1866 «“ W. W. Thorpe, ¢« W. H. Lyle.
Athens, “ “ 26, 1867| « T.]J. Lamar, “  Samuel Sawyer.
Greeneville, ¢ “ 24, 1868| “ Nathan Bachman and| ¢« W, H. Lyle,
W. B. Brown,*
Maryville, ¢ ¢ 30,1869| “ D.M. Wilson, Elder J. W. Mathes.
(Reunion.)

New Market, ¢ |July 14, 1870| ¢ W. S. Doak, D.D., [Rev. W. B. Rankin.
Kingston, ¢« |Nov. 3, 1870/ « P.M. Baitlett, D.D., Elder J. A.Galbraith.
Maryville, ¢ |Oct. 26, 1871 « S.V. McCorkle, ¢« D. H. Meek.
Jonesboro’, ¢ “ 10, 1872| ¢« W. H. Lyle, Rev. P. D. Cowan.
Rogersville, “ “ 2,1873 «“ W.B. Brown, Elder W. A. McTeer.
Kingston, ¢ «“ 22,1874 ¢« P.D. Cowan, ¢ Q. B. Smith.
New Market,  |Nov. 3, 1875/ « William Aikin, Rev. D. McDonald.
Greeneville, “ [Oct. 26, 1876] “ A. Bartlett, ¢« W. H. Lyle.
Maryville, ¢ “ 18, 1877| ¢ J.W. C Wllloughby, ‘ P. S. Feemster.
Jonesboro®’, ¢ “ 10,1878 «“ W, H. Lyle, Elder W. A.McTeer.
New Market, ¢ « 23,1879/ « C.B. Lord Rev. C. A. Duncan.
Knoxville, ¢ “ 14,1880 «“ ]J.E. Alexander,D D.,| « J. B. Porter.

* Last half of Session,
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Meetings of the Synod— Continued.

THE PLACE, TIME. MODERATORS. CLERKS—PRO TEM.
Chattanooga, Ten/Oct. 6, 1881,Rev. F. E, Sturgis, Elder W. A.McTeer.
Maryville, « “ 19,1882/ « W, J. Trimble, D.D.,| ¢ W.L. Brown.
Kingston, ¢ “ 11,1883 ¢« Jere Moore, “ W, A.McTeer.
Salem, Wsh.Co.,%| “ 2,1884| ¢ P.M. Bartlett, D.D.,| ¢« W, B. Minnis.
Maryville, Tenn.| ¢ 22, 1885, ¢ ' Jos. Clements, “ J. A. Galbraith
Dandridge, ¢« ¢« 7,1886 ¢« Calvin A. Duncan, |Rev.G.S.W.Crawford

& Elder W.A.McTeer
Oakland, Gr.Co.¢¢| ¢ 27,1887 « E. A.Elmore, Elder W. O. White.
New Market, ¢| ¢« 18,1888 « W. A. Ervin, “ H. R. Brown.

ROLL OF STATED CLERKS.
TERM OF OF WHAT .
NAMES. OFFICE. PRESBYTERY. RESIDENCE.

Charles Coffin, D.D., 1817-1818  Union, GreenevilleCollege.
Robert Henderson, D.D., 1818-1825  Shiloh,
Hugh Barr,
William Eagleton, Union, Maryville.
Darius Hoyt, “ “«
Fielding Pope, “ i
John J. Robinson, “ “
J. H. Martin, “ Knoxville,
Thomas Jefferson Lamar, “ Maryville.
G. S. W. Crawford, “ “

NoTE.—Dr. Anderson was Moderator seven times, and the Rev. G. S. White

was Clerk pro fem. thirteen times.

Union Presbytery furnished the Stated Clerks

for 64 years, and for 53 years these Clerks were at Maryville.

SYNODICAL STATISTICS.

. . S
Dates. E: g 3
] 4 ]
£ 2 E
= 6 3
oo
1834 | 48 70 ...
1835 | 50 70
1836 | 48 73 ceees
1837 | 48 78 ...
*1838 ! 48 ...... ...
11839 | 45 | 52 .....
1840 | 41 ......

® No Report. Year of Division.

gc ! g S

< .

g o'g‘o.; 5
k- Ti/TE ©X
= 2= .28 « E
] SElsE  °2
.8 on | o8 S =

| = e | X z
. =

1 O. S. had withdrawn.
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Synodical Statistics— Continucd.

. ' ]
9 2 ed | & [
o [ a © 0 [CIP] =
@ § § «g EREE]
bwes. | § | £ | 3 | 2 |5F|5% |28 88 §‘§
I} g 5 g |88 |8g |¢c8 [3E °s
£ 2 3 8 | & 8 98| 898 g =
= O s = e |29 | =&
1841 50 64 1 3 2 I feeccosfoocans
1842 | 50 69 |ieeveec|senses 3 § leeseasfonooes
1843 | 43 | 68 |ieieeifieeenifienend] T feeeiiifiennn
1844 | 44 |ieeece]|ioeeen S PR S G
1845 | 45 77 3 I |eeenes 4 |eevees]|ocen
1846 | 45 77 4 3 1 I |eoocesfoocnes
1847 | 45 77 4 3 2 2 fieeess|reneee
1848 | 46 75 7 2 2 2 fieeeacfeosens
1849 | 42 | 73 II |eeeeed| 3 8 ieeenionnnn
1850 | 47 | 74 5 3 loeees I eveeed] oo o cevenene
1851 | so | 76 2 O 6 |iue... ceeess| 4664
1852 | 47 79 I 2 feeeees I |eveceefonsces| sooecene
1853 | 48 8o 4 |eeene N T P, [ P cecsnes
1854 | 47 80 7 D S P PO PN P 4987
1855 | 49 | 82 | 22 I |eevees ST PO ceeens 4960
1856 | 47 81 14 I Jevenes | S P 5110
1857 | 42 83 £ PO (O PR PN P eee.| 5286
1858 | 37 8 |...... 4 leevoeeeaceee|ianns Jeveoid] eenens .
1859 | 39 | 78 | 10 3 feeeeed]en FUN PRI N RPN
1860 | 39 85 [eeeenifioncecfocnsas] 3 [oo ...
1861 | 37 82 12 | S PR 3 feeseas|ovoces]| coceccne
1862 |......| 86 5 2 leeeeesfecscac|ioocaafoccees| socecens
1863 [...... [ Y [T P PP P EEE TR R .
1864 |eeves |eoennn P P A ET T R [
1865 |veeeecloonons|onceasfivanas cevses|sesces|onnans seeese| secccne .
1866 | 23 46 I D P PP P AP . 1323
1867 | 20 46 2 PO PR PR [ P, 2858
1868 | 19 43 10 l...... 3 2 |ieeens 2707
1869 18 37 12 feeee 2 | S P sereee 2523
1870 34 49 23 leeeceefsosnas]ionans 2741
1871 | 43 61 20 4 3 feseeeeforenasfoeaass] 3825
1372 | 45 63 17 ) S PP P veevee|eeeeed| 3568
1873 | 37 59 29 4 Jeeeere|oanees vesesalencans 3570
1874 1 37 | 58 | 30 6 leeeeeeleeeeas| 302 | 72| 3676
1875 | 39 | 352 I P U veed| 66| 65 3562
1876 | 39 58 26 P 2 A 128 | 104 3880
1877 | 39 55 30 2 feeeiiifoennns 143 53| 3308
1878 | 43 ¢ 55 20 2 P RN 227 50 3277
1879 | 40 57 16 2 Jieeens veesss| 175 | 100 3341
1880 | 38 56 16 | S P I 202 76 3539
1881 | a1 56 | 16 I Jeeeena]ennens 148 | 44 | 3508
1882 | 42 | 55 | 13 3 |eeeeee|oaree.| 158 61| 3386
1883 | 44 58 14 2 |ivenaefecnens 189 | 87 3472
1884 | 45§ 61 I§ | S PR P 208 79 3511
1885 | 45 67 D E: S IR O PO 200 | 73 3620
1886 | 52 69 17 | S PP P 348 | 127 3830
1887 53 73 9 2 eeees N P 286 197 3988
1888 | 53 74 25 lieeeeddeneanadian.. 201 199 3904

Remarks.—There were 5 Presbyteries from 1845 to 1849—Union, Holston, Kingston, New
River, and Chattahoochee. ~ 4 Presbyteries from 1849 to 1865, Chattahoochee being dissolved in
18;?. In 1865, 3 Presbyteries—New River went South. In 1870, reconstruction, 6 Presbyteries
—Nashvilte, New Orleans, and Austin being added.
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