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. EDITOR’s PREFACE. -

HE dotrine concerning Savfng Faith

will readily be acknowledged, by all
- Chriftians, to be very important, and juft
views of it to be very neceflary ; as it is the
appointed mean of our enjoying that falva-
tion which is made known to us in the glo-
rious gofpel. Hereby, we receive Jefus
Chrift, who is made of God to us wifdom,
righteoufnefs, fandtification, and redemp-
tion: By this faith, we are juftified, as the
Scriptures often declare : Hereby, we are
fanctified, and have our hearts purified,
Ads, xv. 9. xxvi. 18. 5 yea, he only who
believeth on_the Son of God hath ever-
- lafting life.

It is an eminent article in the myftery
of godlinefs, that God manifefted in the
fleth hath been believed on in the world,
1 Tim. iii. 16. The natural man receiv-
eth not the things of the-Spirit of God :
Accordingly, the Scripture do&rine about
faith in Jefus Chrift, is ftrangely perverted,
and mifunderftood, by carnal men; yea;

a2 even
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even mary gracious men have confufed, in-
diftin@ views of it. Befide many other
caufes of this, it has been too common to
confound it with other graces of the Spi-
; thus, eating Chrift’s flefh and drink-
mg hlS blood, includes both faith and love.
Another fource of miftakes about it, is:not
properly diftinguithing between the affu-
rance belonging to the nature of faith, and
“the certainty of perfons being atual be-
. levers:” The moft dire& and fatisfying
evidence of the fun’s exiftence, is feeing
him thining in his meridian brightnefs ;
but we may alo be certain of this, by .his
light, heat, and other effedts, when we do
not, or can not, fee him, ‘
Saving Faith is a divine perfuafion or
convi&ion of the truth of the teftimony of
Geod, concerning Jefus Chrift, and falva-
tlon through him, with a particular appli-
cation to our own fouls. We have as full
and fufficient ‘warrant for believing the
grace and love of God to us through the
Redeemer,—as this is teftified to us, in the

fupernatural doctrines, the precious pro-
mifes, and the gracious calls, of the gafpel, -

—as we have for believing, that he re-
quires us, in his law, to love him with all
aur heart, and our nelghbour as ourfelves.

Taith
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Faith in Jefus Chrift, though a moft
reafonable exercife, is not founded on ra-
tional arguments; by which a rational fpe-
culative convi&ion of the divine authonty
of the Scriptures, is produced in many,
‘who never receive Chrift as their Saviour
and Redeemer: But the real believer re-
lies on the Divine Teftimony alone as the
ground of his faith, 1 John v. g, 10.; by
accounting Him falthful who hath promi-
fed. Many, under the difpenfation of the
gofpel, perfuade themfelves that they are:
believers in Jefus, and hope for falva-
tion ; but if they be queftioned about the-
reafon or ground of this perfuafion, it will
be found, that it refts, not upaon a divine
) teﬁimony, but upon their convi&ions, their
expenences of certain meafures of delight
in hearing fome preachers of the word, on
certain fubje&s, with great ftirring of af-.
fection, or upon their abftaining from ma-
ny fins and performing many duties, &c.:
But this is not faith ; it is only fancy, opi~
nion, and the working of a legal temper.
Many aythors have written on this im--
portant fubje® to good purpofe; yet I
have fcarce feen any who have not fome'
things exceptionable.. The learned know
where to apply for information on- this
a3 * fubje&t 3.
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fubje& ; every {yftem of divinity contains
fomething relative to it. Befide thofe men-
“tioned and reférred to by Mr Anderfon ;

P.Van Maeftricht, the author of a valiable’

" {yftem of divinity, publifhed a Treatife on
- Saving Faith, about the year 1671, in La-
tin. Placette, a French Proteftant mini-
fter, publifhed alfo on this fubjed, in four
volumes 12mo, 1716, in French. Private
Chriftians may receive ufeful information,
by confulting Ball, and Sedgwick,on Faith
Ezekiel Culverwell ; Rutherford’s Trial
and Triumph of Faith; Polhill on Pre-
cious Faith : all writers of the laft centu-
ry. -There are feveral excellent thoughts
concerning faith, in a Treatife by Nathaniel
Taylor, London, 1700: Alfo in a Treat-
ife by Abraham Taylor, publifhed about
1732 : (This author wrote well againft
the Arians ; he was the fon of Richard
Taylor, alfo a minifter in London, whofe
fermons and difcourfes are well worthy of
the attention of Chriftians, though little
known in this country.) So late as the
- year 1786, there were publifhed, at Lon-
don, by a Mr James Dore, fome Letters on
the Nature of Faith in general; which

may allo be confulted. The writers againft
the New Law fcheme, in England and
Scotland,
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Scotland, called Marrow-men, have very
juft views on this fubje&, m various parts
of their writings.

The following Sermons apon the Ap-
propriation and Affurance of Faith, ap-
pear to me the beft I have feen on the
fubje@ ; and I have authority to declare,
that this is the judgment of feveral Mini-
fters, of very refpeCtable character, in the
religious fociety to which I belong, and
alfo of feveral others of different denomi-
nations, whofe acknowledged reputation,
- and attachment to the interefts of religion,

would be a powerful recommendation of
thefe Difcourfes to the perufal of their
Chriftian friends and connexions, both i in
North and South Britain. .

* The Author is a native of Northum-
berland. He was always refpected and
efteemed, by his more intelligent acquaint-
ances, as a very judicious, pious, and fa-
voury preacher’; though his talents for
writing are more diftinguifhed than his
gifts of utterance. He is now employed
alfo, in training up ftudents for the holy
" miniftry, in a country where the harveft
is great, and the faithful labourers are but
few. He has likewife, lately, publifhed
Four Sermons upon the Divine Ordinance
' - of
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of Singing Pfalms, from Mat. xxvi. 30. ;

which may alfo be reprinted here, fome
‘time hence, if the following Sermons be
well received .by the public.——1It is not
expedient to fay much more of a living
author.

1 have taken the liberty to mfert a very
few Notes ; marked (R.), to diftinguifh
them from the Author’s own Notes,

That the blefling of Chrift may accom-

pany the perufal of thefe Difcourfes, is the

prayer of

Jas. RoBerTsen.
KrLmarNocK,
April 17. 1797.

THE

—— R
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READER,

OUR Lorp JEsus dire@s his people to go °
forth by the foatfteps of the flock ; and the
faith we thould feek to obtain, is like :precious
faith with that of all true believers who have
gone before ns. [t is 2 great encouragement to
hold faft the doétrine. concernmg the Appropriation
in the nature of Saving Faith, which ig infifted upon
in the following Difconrfes, -that there is a re-
markable harmony among the Confeflions of the
Proteftant churches in aflerting it. * We believe,”
- fay the Reformed churches of France, in the 20th

article of their Confeflion of Faith, ¢ that we are - '

“ made partakers of this righteoufnefs [of Chrift}
“ by faith alone : as he hath faid, that he fuffered
¢ for the procuring of our falvation, that whofo-
“ ever believeth on him might not perith. And
“ this is the cafe, when the promifes of life which
“ are given us in him are appropriated to our -
“ ufe ; and they rendered effeual to us, when
% we recieve them, not doubting ; being aflured
- % by the mouth of God, that we fhall not be dif-
% appointed.” The Confeflion of the Belgic
churches, as it was revifed and approved by the
Synod of Dort, fays, in the 22d article, “ We
“ belicve, that the Iloly Spirit kindles true faith
“in
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¢ in our hearts ; which faith embraces Jefus Chrift,
“ with all his merits, appropriates and makes him
# jts own, nor ever feeks any thing without him."”
The Aufburgh Confeflion, article goth, * We are
¢ to hold, that the remiffion of fins-is given unto
¢ us, and of unjuft we are-made juft, that is, re-
¢ conciled, accepted, and fons of God, freely for
¢ Chrift’s {ake ; not for the fake of the worthinefs
“ of our contrition, or of any other works going
. %.before or following. This benefit is te be re-
¢ ceived by faith; whereby we are to believe,
¢« that, for Chrift’s fake, remiffion of fins, and -
¢ juftification, are freely given to us.”— The
“ faith we Tpeak of, does mot only fignify hiftori-
% cal knowledge, but the belief or -confidence of
¢ the promife of mercy, which comes to us for
« the fake of Chrift the Mediator.” The Con-
feffion of the churches of Saxony, which was pre-
fented to the Council of Trent, in the year 1551,
- in the article of the remiffion of fins and juftifica -
tion, we have thefe words :—* Faith fignifies not
“ only hiftorical knowledge, fuch as is in devils ;
¢ for they are faid to bekieve and tremble : But it
¢ fignifies the embracing of all the articles of
‘ faith ; and particularly of this article, I believe
“the remiffion of fins : 1 believe, that this remif-
¢ fion is given not only to others, but to me alfo:
« —This faith is a confidence, acquiefcing in the
¢ Mediator, beholding and embracing the promif--
% es.” The National Covenant of Scotland :—
% We deteft and refufe his [ Antichrift’s] defperate
“"and uncertain repentance, his general and doubt-
“ fome faith.” Larger Catechx&n of the Weft-
: “ minfter
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minfter Affembly, queftion 7 35 ¢ Juftifying faith
“ is a faving grace, wrought in the heart of a fin.
“ ner, by the Spirit and word of God; whereby,
“ he not only aflenteth to the truth of the pro-
“ mife of the gofpel, but receiveth and refteth
“ upon Chrift, and his righteoufnefs, therein held
¢ forth, for the pardon of fins, and the accept-
“ ing and accounting of his perfon righteous in.
% the fight of God, for falvation.” To be fatis-
fied that the Affembly mean the fame fiducial 2p-
plication of Chrift, and his righteoufnefs, as is.
meant in the other confeflions of the Proteftant
churches, the reader is defired to confider their
words in connexion with the texts of Scripture
which they quote, namely, Phil. iii. 9. A&s xv. 11.

A few fentences may be added from two emi-
nent lights of the Church. Auguftine, Serm. 16.
de verb. Apoft. « If we fay, we have no righteoufs
“ nefs, we lie againft the gifts of God, nor have
“ we any faith. If we have no faith, we are not
“ Chriftiaps.” -Again, in Pfal. 31. ¢ We ought
“ to put no works before faith; I mean, works
“ that can be called good : The works that are
# faid to be before faith, however commendable
“ they may appear to men, are mere vanity,
“ They feem to me to be but great ftrength
¢ exerted in running out of the way. Letno man
“ reckon upon his works done before faith:
“ Where there was no faith, there was no good
o« w°rks 9

Pareus in Themate Seculan de fugiend. Pap.
Rom. “ The faving faith to which we believe
“ unto righteoufnefs, is ‘not only a knowledge of,
* or aflent to thefe things which are -written in

“ the
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# the word of ' God ; but efpecially, a cenfident
¢ perfuafion of the promife of the gofpel concern- ,
“ing the remiffion of fins, for the fake of the me-'
“ rit of Clrift. To believe that God is God, and’
¢ that Chrift is Chrift, without application to thy-
¢ felf, will avail thee no more, than to believe -
¢ that Venice is a moft opulent city, while you
“ have not a houfe, nor the leaft concern in it.” °
The faith which is' deferibed in the enfuing *
Sermons, prevailed in the hearts of the patriarchs
and prophets, martyrs and confeflors, by which they
Jubdned kingdoms, wroaght righteoufnefs, obtained
promifes it is that faith which leads the foul di-*
re@ly to Chrift, as offered in the promifes of the-
gofpel, without waiting for any previous qualifica-
tions, and to improve him for- fan&tification: as
well as juftification, by looking unto him for all
the endowments neceffary thereunto. '

February 1793. o L

THE
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OF

:SAV«ING FAITH.

DISCOURSE I
1 JoHN iil. 23.

Tbis is bis commandment, Thgt we fbould BELIEVE
on the name of hbis Son JEsus CHRIST.

ANY are forward to make the profeffion
which we have In the 22d verfe of this
chapter, We keep the commandments of God; who,
if they had a right underftanding of the following .
words, This is bis commandment, That we fhouid

Believe on the name of bis Son Fefus Chriff, would

be no lefs aftonithed and confounded, than a cer-
tain young man was, when our Lord Jefus faid to.
him, Go fell what thou baft, and give to the poor.
The dottrine of believing in the name of Jefus
Chrift, though declared in Scripture with great
plainnefs, is fo very remote from our natural ap-
prehenfions, that, while we difcourfe on the o8-
JECT, the AcT, the DpTY, and the EFFECTS, of
this believing, we have peculiar need to look up -
to the Father of lights for his pity and dire&lon.

We are fir# to confider the oBJECT of faith, or
that in which we are to believe, which is, Tbe
name of Fefus Chrift the Son of Gud.

., B The
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The name of Jefus Chrift is Himfelf, as made
known to us by fupernatural revelationin the Ho-
ly Scriptures: So the name of God is God him-
felf, made known to us in his word and works.,
Again, the name of Jefus Chrift denotes his per-
fon; for fo the word same is ufed in Scripture,

Adsi. 1.

But to enter: into {ome particular conﬁdcration :
of this name, we obferve,

In the fir/t place, That the obje&t of faving falth
is THE SoN OoF GoD : not in the fenfe wherein
faints and angels are called fons of God; but in
fuch a fenfe as carries in it neceflary exiftence and
fupreme Deity. He denied not, but alldwed the
jofinefs of, the inference which the Jews drew
from his declaring that God was his Father, name-
ly, that be made bimfelf equal with God, Joha v,
18, 19. For when they told him fo, he anfwered
and faid, Verily, verily, I fay unto you, The Son
can do nothing of bimfelf, but what be feeth the Fa-
ther do - _for what things foever He doeth, thefe alfa
doeth the Son likewife. Now, it would be blafphe<
my to fay of any one who is not equal with God,
that whatfoever God t'.e Father doeth he doeth
likewife. So we muft underftand the profeffiory
which the Ethiopian eunuch made of his faith in
order to baptifm, [ bclieve that Fefus Chriyfl is the
Son of God ; that is, he is fo the Son of God as to
be himfelf the only true God; wbhofe name alone
is Jchovab, the moft bigh over all the earth ; who
made all things, and without whom was not any
thing made that was made; who upholdeth all
things by the word of his power. Indeed, it is
. Co manifeft,
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manifeft, that none can rationally or warrantibly
be believed or trufted in for the falvation of cur
fouls, but He who is God all-fufficient ; who claims
the honour of being a Saviour as his incommani-
cable prerogative, Ifa. xliii. x1. Z, even I, am the
Lord, and befides me there is no Saviour. The glo-
rious obje&® which faith apprehends, is the Great..
God our Saviour,” exerting his infinite perfe&mns
in the work of our falvation.

" The name of the Son of God implies, .that in
the abfolute unity and fimplicity of the divine
Being or Effence, there are more perfons than -
ene; for Son fuppofes Father :: Accordingly we
are affured, that ‘there are three that bear record
in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy
Ghoft; and thefe three are one. So that when
we believe in the Sonof God, we believe, that in.
the only true God there are-three diftinét perfons,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit; we al-
fo believe, that the Father fent his’ only-begotten
Son in the cherafer of Mediator; and that the
fending of him id- that eharaéter fuppofed kim to
be the Son of God, butidid not make him fo, the
same Son denoting” his perfonal relation, not his
office. - He is-the-Son of God by eternal 2nd ne-
eeflury .generation’; - whereas. he is Mediator by
bis: volontary undertaking. . Thus, there can be
26 believing on the Son of God, while the Scrip.
ture doQrine'of the Trinity is rejeted. By the
denial or the corruptien of this truth, which is the
foundation of the Chriftian religion, multitudes,
st this day, are bnngmg upon themfelves fwift
éeﬁm&ion S . :

B2 " In
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In the ficond place, The ebje& of faith is JEsus 3

a-word of Hebrew original, fignifying, tbe Savi-
‘eur ; intimating what we are to believe in him
for, namely, falvation, or dgliverance from fin and
wrath, Mat, i. a1. And fbe fball bring forth a fon,
and thou Jbalt call bis name Frsus ; for be fball
Jawe bis people from their fins. 1 Thefl. i. 10. His

Sofz Tefus, who delivered us from the wrath which
#s to come. ‘The Saviour of the world is the cha-
ralter wherein he is fet forth to us in the gofpel.
t John iv. 14. We bave feen, and do teflify, thad
the Father fent the Son, the Saviour of the world,
The falvation of finners was the errand on which
he came, 1 Tim. i. 15. Tbis is a faithful faying,
and worthy of all acceptation, that Chrift Fefus came
into the warld to fave figners. Luke xix. 10. The
Son of man s come to feok and to [ave that which
wwas loff. By his obgdience unto death, even the
degth of the crofs, he obtained, not what fome calk
ealy terms or condjtions of falvation, but falvation
itfelf, He finifhed the work that the Father gave
him to do, having fully {atisfied the demands of
law and juftice, fo that nothmg remained to be
done in the way of procuring ; nothing remained
but that each of his people fhould, according to
the order fettled in the covenant of grate, enter,
§rft, upon the begun pofleflion of {alvatjon in the
day of effetual calling ; and, afterwards, upon the
full and eternal poffeflion of it in the other world,
. The fuppofition that the defign of ‘Chrift’s obe=
dxence unto-death was $o obtain eafy terms of fal-
vation for men, iz contrary to the nature of the
covenant of grace; according to which th¢ gift of
God
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OF SAVING FAITH. 1y
God *is eternal life, in the beginning, the progrefs,
and’ confummation of it, through Jefus Chrift our
Lord ; to the abfolute exelufion of creature boaft-
ing; particularly "of that boafting, to which the
creature’s performance of certain prefcribed terms
or conditions gives occafion. The purport of the
everlafting covenant is, I will give you the fure
mercies of David. It leaves no room for the
fcheme of fufpending our falvation upon certain
terms or conditions to be performed by us,—fince
there is nothing that can be confidered as a condi-
tion of falvation, but what is to be found among
the promifed bleffings of that covenant; being a
part of the promifed falvation: This is manifeft-
ly the cafe with refpeéi to faith, repentance, and
new obedience : In bis name fball the gentiles truft;
I will give them a new beart ; -a'new fpirit will I
put within them : I will take away the flony beart
out of their flefb, and I will give them an beart of
Sefo 2 I will put my Spirit within them, and caufe
them to walk sn my flatutes. They fhall look
upon me whom they bave pzerced and they fball
mourn for bim. Befides, in the promifes which.
the Father made to Chrift, the fulfilment of all.
righteoufnefs, or Chrift’s going through a courfe’
of fervice and fuffering in a flate of humiliation,
is reprefented as the anly condition upon which
B3 ‘the
® Rom. vi. 23. The gift of God, by way of eminence§ his
gift to poor finners, who, in themfclves, are as worthy of eter- -
ral death, as the labourer is wortiiy of his wages. Thatwhich is .
moft wurthy of God, as being of ull Lis gifts the freeft, the-rich-
e, and the mott glorifying to all Lis pertedtiens, is eternal life
in Chrutt Jefus oar Lory,; that is, eternal life given us freely
for thic fake of 1lim whole name is TRE LORD OUR RIGRTROWS
NESS. -
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- the falvation of his peaple, or their attainment of

grace and glory, was fufpended, and by which it was

“to be fully and infallibly fecured. Whew thou fbakt

make bis_foul, ox, when' bis foul fbali make itfelf, an

affering for fin, be fball fee bis feed, be ball prolong

bis days, and the pleafure of the Lord fball profper in
&js band. He fball fee of the travail of bis foul, and
Jhall be fatisfied : by bis knowledge fhall my righ-
teous Servant juflsfy many ; for ke fball bear theix
imiguities : Therefare will I divide bim a portiom.
with the great ; and be fball divide the [poil with

the firang ; becaufe be barb poured out bis foul un-

to.death. Now, it is manifeft, that the whole fal-

vation of his people, their faith, holinefs, and com-~
fort, are included in Chrift feeing his. feed, in bis"
feeing the travail of his foul, and being fatlsﬁedf
and therefore, fince Chrift bearing the iniquities

of his people in obedience unto death, even the
death of the crofs, infallibly fecured the latter,

that is, his feeing his feed, or the travail of his

foul ; it no lefs infallibly fecured the former, that
1s, the faith, holinefs, apd comfort, the whole fal-

vation, of his people.

_ Thus the obje& of faith is ]cfus the Saviour.

Thofe who regard any thin befides Him, as what

they are to reft upon, in whole or in part, for fal-

~vation, whether it be under the notion.of merit,
.or of a condition, or of a recommending predif-
pofing qualification, are attempting to rob him of
the glory of his name. He is defpifed and rejeled

of men; of all who do not rely on him for the

whole of their falvation. In the name Jefus, faith

beholds the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and

the ending, of our falvation. This name is to all

believers




‘OF SAVING FAITH.' 19
believers as_ointment poured forth; an unfailing:
fpring of comfort in all their tribulations. Blefled:
Jefus ! they that know thy name, will put their
truft in thee : the defire of their fouls will be to-
thy name, and to the remembrance of thee. '

. In the third place, The ohje& of faith . is called
CHrist, a word of Greek .original, fignifying
Anointed. This nane. hath refpe& to his being.
fet up from everlafting as the Covenant-head and.
Surety of his people. Prow viii. 23. I was fet up,.
or, as fome read it, I was anointed, from everlafi-"
sag : As alflo, to the Father’s fending him in his
incarnation. John x. 36. Say: e of Him whom.

-the Father batb fanélified and fent snto the wonld,,

Fhou blafpbemeft, becaufe I faid, I am the Son of
God 2 and to the public and illuftrious manner in
which the Father declared his acceptance of the:
perfon and righteoufnefs of his beloved Son as our
reprefentative and f{urety, when there came fuch
a voice from the excellent glory, T&:s ¢s my Be-
Joved Son ix whom I am well pleajed; and when
he was raifed from the dead, and received up into.
glory : and, laftly, to the fperabundant meafure
in which the Holy Spirit was communicated to
his human nature, fitting him for the execution of
his mediatorial offices. John iii. 34. For God giv-
eth not the Spirit by meafusre unto bim. This was
fignified by the Holy Ghoft defcending upon him
at his baptifm in the form of a dove; and had
been fully declared in the Old Teftament, Ifai. xi.

Y, 2. And there fball come a rod out of the jlm of
Felffes and a branch fball grow out of bis roots.
Aad the Spmt q/' the Lord /Imll reft upon bim ;

and.
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and Ixi. 1. Tbe Spirit of the Lord God is npor me,'

- Becaufe the Lord hath anointed:me to preach good

tidings to_the meek.:. The: Spirit, whichi God'gave
not by meafare unto him, refted and abode upen
him through the whole courfe of his- bumiliation 3°
but was emmently and illuftrioufly upon him as a
fpirit of gladnels, in 'his ftate of exaltation : Pfal.
xlv. 7. Thou loveft righteonfuefs ‘and bateff wic-
Aeduefs ; therefore God, thy God, bath anointed thee
swith the oil of gladnefs above thy fellows. As’
David was ‘thrice anointed to the kingly office ;

" firft, at Bethlehem by Samuel ; and next, at He-

bron by men of Judah; and again, at Hebron by
the tribes of Ifrael: So there were three remark-
able anointings of our Lord Jefus : the firft, at his-
incarnation ; the fecond, at his bapti{m, whea he
was entering upon his public miniftry ; and the
third, which was of all the moft illuftrious, m hu
refurrefion and afcenfion *.

. He who is the obje& of our faith is called
CuRisT, or, tha anointed Oxe, in relation to his

~ prophetical, prieftly, and kingly offices, and in al-

lufion to the inftances we have in the Old Tefta-
ment, of perfons being anocinted when they were
invefted with thefe offices. 1lnftances of anointing
to the kingly office are common in the Old Tefta-
ment. Of ancinting to the prophetical oflice, we
have an inftance in the cafe of Klijha the fon of
Shaphsn.  With refpeé to the prieftly office, the

command is exprefs, Exod. xxviii. 41. Tbou fbalt

anvint Aaron and bis fons, and confecrate them, that
they may mingfter in the pricjts ojfice. '
, ’ Faith

51 Witfius in fymbolum, de nomine Chrifti. -
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Faith viewsits glorious objeét as our Great Bicu
PriesT ¥, unfpeakably excelling the priefls of the

order. of Aaron. Thefe were but mere men; He

is a Divine perfon, the only true, the fupreme, and
aeceflarily exiftent, God. Their offerings were of
no value but as they ferved to thadow forth the
one offering of Chrift, and to dire® the faith of
shurch-members to. Him. They were made with~
out an oath ; but He with an oath, by Him that
~ faid unto,him, Thou art a Prief for ever after the
.evder of Melchifedec. Of his three offices, the
priefthood alone is confirmed with an oath; be-
caufe it is a matter of fupernatural revelation, moft
wxmote from our natural apprehenfion; and be-
caufe it is the foundation of the other offices +: for
he could not be a Prophet or a King of his people,
but on condition of his fubmitting as their Great
High Prieft, to give himfelf for them, an offer-
sng and a facrifice ta God of a fweet-fmelling fa~
vaur, : L .

o * The

® Faith receives Chrit as Prieft, King, and Prophet : though.

85 Chrift, in the order of his offices was firft a Priett, undertak-
ing to fatisfy for fin; then as a Prophet and King, to rule and °
guide his people to eternal life: fo faith, in order of nature, -

firft looketh on him as a Priett for reconciliation with God 3,

then as a Prophet and King for illumination and fanctification.
——Troughton’s Luthems Redivivus, chap. x.

+ Some have quarrelled this expreffion, that Chrift’s nneﬂ:ly ,
office is the foundation of his prophetical and kingly offices.= °
But, whatever may be faid about the: mode of expneﬂioh,- the-’
fentiment appears exceedingly juft. Chrift would have had no.
bufinefs among finning men, more than among fallen angels,
as a Divine Teacber, by his Word and Spirit ; kad he riot be-.
come; their Surety, to redeem thenr from the cuife, and procure:
a fpeciad nghuodommion over them. and in tlwm as theirs

¢ . - Bovercigw
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. The priefts nader the law were faid to offer
gifts and facrifices: for . fins. " The . faerifice that
Chrift offered was Himfelf, in réfpe& of his human
datore. His divine nature was the altar which
fan&ified the gift or offering, -rendering it of infi-
nite valae and virtcue. The offering up of himfelf
was begun’in his incarnation, carried on through
his life, and finithed at his death. - The effeét of i
was nothing lefs than the expiation of: all the fing
_ of his people, and their full reconciliation to Ged.
‘For by one offering be bath perfelied for ever them
sbat are fanttified. Hemre the Lord reprefents the
efficacy of this oﬂénng, by faying, I will remove
 #he iniguity of 2bé land in one day, Zech. iii. . 1
this oblation, faith beholds the fure foundation and
full fecurity of our pardon and acceptance with God.
- It'was part of the office of ‘the High Prieft un«
der the law to intercede for the people: but the
interceflion of our Lord Jefus is infinitely fuperior ;.
which is not barely the offering up of a defire to
God, like the interceflion of the faints for one an
other; but.is a glorious reprefentation of that
will of Jefus whereby we are {anétified, founded
on. the dignity of his perfon, on his infinitely me.
ritorious obedionce unto death, and on the ever-
lafting covenant or council of peace, which was
between the FEather and him fro’m'et'emity and
_ therefore, his manner of fpeaking in his intercef-
fory prayer, is fo majeftic and petemptory,
would be unbecoming and prefnmptuous i any
: : othet

Souerelgn I.otd. Rom. xiv, 8, 9, &o.. o awwagﬁ mc[ay,
that Chrift fhould be 2 commmmicant of our pature, in order
te ferve, fuffer, and intercede,.as a Pricft.«=See Qwen on Heb. .

‘wal. i. p. 225, of the Expofition.—(R.)
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other than him who ‘is the Son of God, the Far
“ther's Equal, the Surety.of ¢he better ‘€ovenant;
Fatber I wasL that thofe. nulwm .thou Hafl givens
e, borwsthime where I am, to bebold my-glory .=
I will, not I beg or intreat. Such is the dignity,
aumthority, and efficacy, of his intercéffion, that it .
«<an no more, without blafphemy, . be ‘afcribed to
any other, than his oblation, on which it is found~
ed, and with which it is infeparably conneéted. -
The prevailing interce{lion of .our Lord Jefns pro-
claims to the whole church, that zbe Lord 35 wel
pleafed for bis righteoujnefi fake ; and that evety
believer is bleffad for ever with all [piritnad blef-
Sfings in heavenly places in Chrift Fefus ;. and that
‘whatfoever we afk in Chrift’s name, thail be given
vs: believing peayér hemga fort of echo of Chuﬂ;’
interceffion. -

Again, faith views its glorwns obje& as our
anointed PRoPHET. By nature we are utterly
blind to the things of the Spixit of God : for the
natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit
of God ;s neithér can he knpw theni.: .For this
deplorable cafe, we have an cdtqui!tb mnie&y in
our "Lord Jefus Chrift, as he is fet forth in fuch
paﬁ'ages of fcripture as thefie: Ifui. xbi. 6, 9. I will
give thee for a covenant of the people, for a:light ta
the gentiles, to open’ the blind eyes: xlviii.:ny Thus
Jaith the Lord, thy Redeemer; the Holy One of Ifrael,
who teachoth thee to profit, who leadsth thee by the
way thou fbouldefft go. Thé prophets under the
Old Teftament inftrutted the people, foretold
things to come, and confirmed their dotrine by
mirecles. Our Lord Jefus was, no doubt, greatly
fuperior in. what he fpok;e and dui, in the courfe

of
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of his perfonal minifiry among the Jews, toiall the
prophets that went before him. Yet we would
thave a defeftive:and erroneous notion of bis pro--
phetical office, were' we to confider it as wholly
or even chleﬂy executed in his perfonal miniftry ;
while he was in that ftate of humiliation, the pro-
per and peculiar defign of which was the fulfil«
ment of his prieftly undertaking : Here we are to
diftinguith between the general nature of Chrift’s
prophetical office, aud the peculiar manner of his
executing it in a ftate of humiliation, as a minifter -
of the circumcifion, and in obedience to the law
as a covenant of works, which boumi him to teach-
ing, as well as other good works: When we con-
fider his teaching with refped to this manner of
it, or as what be did in thé charaer of a bond
. {fervant, we juftly maintain, that it belongs to his
furety-righteoufnefs, which was wrought out for,
and is imputed to, his people for their juftification.
But with refpe& to the general nature of Chrift’s
prophetical .office, which is the revealing of the
will of Ged to this:.people for their falvation, the
execution of it was no way peculiar to the time
of his perfohal mmxﬁry in the days of his flefh,
but has been going on from the giving of the firft
promife till now. The external revelation that
he gave to the church under the Old Teftament,
- while there was only a part of the Scriptures in
the hands of church-members, was more obfcure :
But the external revelation that he gave to the
church under the New Teftament, by completing
the canon of Scripture,, is far more clear and full.
He has now given to his people all the external
- revelation of the will of God for their falvation,
2 that
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that they have to expe& till the-end of time. The
Bible, as we have it in our hands, is Chrift’s laft will
"and teftament, to which nothing is to be added,
either by new revelations of the Spirit or tradi-
tions of men. Chrift is even now externally exe-
cuting his prophetical office amongft us, in his
word and ordinances: In thefe he is fpeaking to
us from beaven. Chrift teaches inwardly and ef-
fe@ually by his Spirit : He not only gives out:-
.ward inftru&@ion, but an heart to receive it :—He
opens our underftanding to underftand the Scrip-
tures. The fupernatural teaching of the Holy
Spirit, is neceffary to our attaining of the faving
knowledge and application of what we are taught
in Scripture ; but adds no new matter to what we
are taught there. - The teaching of the Spirit at-
tends the teaching of the word ; and we have no
ground to expet the former, where the latter is
“wanting. Chrift is bringing in his fheep, by the
effe®ual working of his Spirit, in thofe places

only in which he is teaching by his word, con- .

tained in the Scriptures of the Old and New Tef-
tament : for faith cometh by hearing, a.nd hearing -
by the word of God.
Farther, faith beholds its obje¢t as that glonous ‘
K1nG, whom God hath fet upon his holy hill of
Zion. Faith views him as the irrefiftible Conque-
ror of that eamity which naturally reigns in the
hearts of finners: Pfal. cx. 3. Tdy people ﬂmll be
willing in the day of thy power: and as the irre-
fiftible Congqueror of Satan, in whofe pofleffion the
finner is by nature. Luke xi. 21. When. a firong
man armed keepcth bis palace, bis goods are in
peace : Thus our poor fouls are by nature Satan’s
B palace 3

-



-
26 THE SCRIPTURE DOCTRINE
pelace; of which he is reprefented as having

peaceable pofleffion, becaufe there is a willing fub-
jeftion to him, or, which is in effe® the fame

thing, to the dominion‘of tin. ‘But, it follows in _

the next verfe, wden a fronger than. be fhall come
upon bim, and ovércome bim, be taketh from bim
all bis armour wherein be trufied, and divideth the

| Jpoil. The ftronger One than Satan is our Lord

Jefus Chrift, who: binds Satan; fo that he has no
more that abfolute commanding power over the
foul which he had before. Again, al/ bis armour

" s taken from bim wherein he trufted, when the

foul is delivered from the law as a covenant, fo

that Satan can no more exercife his. power over -
the foul, by virtue of that broken law from which’
the foul is fled to Chrift: and when the foul is -

renewed in all its faculties; fo that, though there
be ftill remainders of corruption, yet thefe, being
effeGually oppofed by the newly implanted prin-
cxple of .grace, ;cannot give Satan that abfelute do-
minion which he formerly had.. It is added, &e
divigeth the fpoil; he gives everlafting falvation to
the poor foul, and takes all the glory to himfelf.
——Again, faith beholds the King of Zion, not
only as the almighty Conqueror, hut as the faith-
ful Keeper, of the fonl. Joha x. 28. I give unto
them . eternal life, and they fboall never perifh, nei-
ther fhall any pluck them out of mine kand. 2 Tim.
i. 12. 1 Anow whom I bave believed, and I am per-
fuaded that ke is-oble to kecp that which I huve

committed unto bim againfR that day. Faith be-
holds him, not anly;as our Great High Prieft, who -
. hath delivered ws from the law as a.covenant;
_ but alfo as our King, giving forth the fame pure

and
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and perfeft law as a rule of life. Though belie-
vers are not under the law as in the hand of God
abfolutely confidered, or according to the cove-
nant of works; that is, either to be juftified or
condemned by it; they being juftified already,
and fet' free from. liablenefs to condemnation;

.+ fo that they have fothing to do with the law in

that refped, it being dead to them andnhey to it:
yet the authority by which the law, as a rule of
life, is gwen forth to believers, and is binding up-
on them, is the authority of God Creator as wel]
as of God Redeemer: for it can lofe nothing of
its authority or obligation by being in she hand of
Chrjlt, who is the brightnefs of bis Father's glory,
and the exprefs image of bis perfon. Al things
were made by bim, and witbout bim was not any

. thing made that was made. The Jaw that belie-

vers are under as a rule of life being regarded as
in Chrift’s hand, is called the law of Chrift: Gal,
Vi. 2. Bear ye one amvtbers burdens, and fo fulfil
the law of Chriff. 1 Cor. ix. 21. Being aot with-

 ont law to God, but under the law to Chrifk. And

how perfuafive agd endearing is' the' mzaner in
which he gives his commands fo his people : ‘He
fays to each of them, My fon, bind thou them con~
tinually upon thine bears, tie them about thy neck,
Whea thou goefl, it fball lead thee; when thou
Sleepeft, it fball kecp thee ; and when thou awakeft,
st fball talk with thee. According to the meafure
or exercife of faith, it will be the great defire and
endeavour of believers to walk in all the ordi-
nances and commandments of the Loyd blamelefs.
This is their great encouragement, that he calls

bis people to no duty withous allowing them a
Ca fufficiency
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fufficiency of grace and ftrength to carry them
through the performance of it: faying to each of :
them, My grace is fufficient fc}r thee ; and m y '
Srength foall be made perfelt in weaknef ;.
thy daps, fo _/ball thy firength be. Faith llkewi‘fe
~ beholds a gracious exercife of his kingly authority
in the corre@ion: or chaflifements of his people :
for he will not fuffer fin upon his people : he will
. #n any wife rebuke them : Both his love to them,
and the glory of his infinite holinefs, require that
de fhould manifeft his difpleafure with fin regard-
ed in their heart, or breaking out in their pra&ice.
Rev, iii. 19. As many as I love, I rebuke and -
ehaflen. Exod. xxiii. 21. Beware of bim and obey
bis woice, provoke bim not : for be will not pardon
“your tranfgreffions, that is, he will not connive at
or countenance their tranfgreflions, but will have
them brought to a deep and humblifg fenfe of
the heinoufnefs and aggravations of them. Sure-
. ly a gracious heartswould tremble to think of the-
heavy corretions by which the Lord often - mani--
fefls hisdifpleafure with the fins of his own people.
Hence the Plalmift fays, My fle/b trembleth for fear
of thee, and I am afravd of thy judgments. Though
a perfon thdt has truly believed on the Son of
God fhall never be caft into hell, yet a fort of hell
may, for a time, be caft into him. Such was the
cafe of Job, defcribed in thefe words : The arrows
of the Almighty are within me, the poifon whereof
drinketh up my [pirits. But faith gets a fatisfying
© view of the heavieft correétion, under the manage-
ment of their merciful and gracious King, as not
—againft their perfons, but againfl their corruptions,
and as light afflictions whzcb are but for a moment,
: : working
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working for them a far more exceeding and eternal °
weight of glory. The enemies of our falvation,
within and witheut, are numerous and powerful’;
but if we have the true faith of that glerious vic-,
tory over them, which our King and Head hath
obtained in his ewn perfon; and in our name, we
will have a real perfuaﬁon, that, through him, we
fhall be overcomers at laft. He may, indeed, for
boly and wife ends, fuffer believers to fall griev-
oufly ; but he will raife them up again, as he did
Peter, with bitter weeping, refloring their fouls,,
caufing them, with renewed ftrength, to walk in
the paths of righteoufnefs for his name’s fake.
Faith beholds the warfare in believers againft in- -
dwelling fin, Satan, and the world, as geing on
under the hand of Zion’s King, to a complete vic-
tory and triumph. Hence the apoftle, having ut-
tered that mournful complaint, O wretched man
that I am, who fball deliver me from the body of
this death ! immediately adds, I thank God through:
Fefus Chrift our Lord; ov, as it may be fupplied
from 1 Cor. xv. §7. Fbanks be to God who giveth
us the viflory through our Lord Yefus Chrifi. Faith
Beholds the power and authority of Zion’s King,
illuftrioufly difplayed in the ereion and. mainte-
nance of his vifible church in the world ; in pre-
ferving the do&rine, worthip, difcipline, and g0~
vernment thereof, pure and ‘entirg; and in direct
ing all the concernments thereof to a maft blefled
and glorious iffue. Is there one of the truths or

- inftitutions of our Lord Jefus Clrift which men
are peculiarly intent upon having buried in obl.
vion ? faith beholds, in his kingly office,” good fe-
curity for the refurreion of fuch a truthor in~

Cz. fitutios,

~ ‘
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" ftitation, and for its being made to fhine forth with
diftinguithed luftre. His Name, which includes all
the -truths and ordinances wherein he makes him-
felf known, fball endure for ever ; hbis name fball
be continued as long as the fun. The prefervation

~ of fuch truths and ordinances is the caufe of his
people ; and their Redeemer is flrong, the Lord of
Hofts is bis name ; be fball thoroughly plead their
caufe. Ry the revival of fuch truths in the pro.
feflion and power thereof, he will carry on the
work of building up his church, which belongs to
him as her King. For, Bebold the man whofe name
is The_ Brancu; and be Jball grow up out of bis.
place, and be Jball busld the. temple of the Lord ;

even be fball build the temple of the Lord; and ke

Jball bear the glory, and Jhall fit and rule upon bis
throne; and ke fball be a Prieff upon bis throme.

Thus we have given fome account, from the
Scripture, of that Name which is the obje& of
faith, which is as ointment poured farth, and which
all believers will dwell on to eternity, with joy
unfpeakable and full of glory. What we have
farther to offer on this part of our {ubje&, fhall be
in an{wer to three queftions.

The fir/t is, Whether fuch principles as the bew
ing of God, the immortality of the foul, a future
flate of rewards and pumfhments, as they are
known by buman reafon in its prefent ¢orrupted
flate, are to be confidered as obje@s of faith, or as
the foundation on which the gofpel, or the faith

of the gofpel, is built?

" Anfwer. It is ablurd to call fuch traths, as thofe
now mentioned, obje&s or matters of faith, while

they A
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they are known and confidered no otherwife than
as matters of reafon. Faith is a particular wiy
of apprehending things ; ahd nothing can be faid
to be the matter or obje& of a divine faith, but as
it is apprehended to be revealed in the word of
God ; as it is feen in the light of a fupernatural
teftimony, or in the face of Jefus Chrift *. ‘
i We

* The do@rine contained in thefe wotds of the apoftle, Heb..
1i. 6. He that cometh to God muft believe that be is, and that
be is the rewardér of them that diligently feek bim ; is far
more fublime than any thing that can be known by the light
of nature. For, 1. To believe that God is, is to give credit to
the teftimony wherein he hath revealed his name, his perfec-
tions, and the riches of *his all-fufficiency. For faith is know-
ledge founded fingly on the teftimony of God. And fince God
bath revealed himfelf in hjs word, as well able to be the falva-
tion of the finner ; it follows, that a perfon does not truly be-
lieve that God is, unlefs he believes the gofpel,as it gives God .
the praife of his being well able 2o juftify<he ungodly. For
this is included in the notion of God, as he reveals himfelf in
his word. 2. God might be what be iz, as to his all-fufficiency,
though it were not his will to be the God and falvation of the
finner. Hence faith does not ftop here ; for it alfo believes that
God is e¢tually the rewarder of them that diligently feek bim;
according to his own declaration, Ifa. xIv. x9. I faid not unto-
the feed of Facob, Seck ye my face in vain. - 3. Another prin-
ciple of faith is, That God is to 3z fought as our chief good,.
with diligence and deep concern; and that awe maf come to
biy. Here it is Tuppofed, that God has given us 2 teftimony"
wherein he hath fhewn us’ the way wherein poer man, in his.
prefent fallen condition, may feek him and come to him. It is
certain, the finner cannot fec# God, unlefs he feck alfo the righ.
teoufnefs of God ; nor may he look for falvation, but in fuch &
way as declares and magnifies that righteoufnefs; Rom. iii. 26.
Nor is it fit that he thould come to God without fuch an aton-
ing and interceding High Priet as the apoftle fays decarme us,
Heb. vii. 26. or otherwife than is included in Him who engaged-
Wiz beart to approgeb unto God on our behalf, in our name,
jCl'n XXX+ 210 .

Thex-



 them, becaufe they are [piritually difcerned*.
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We allow that there are many truths concern-

ing the being and perfeftions of God,. and con- -
‘cerning the relation we ftand in to him, which
~ our reafon, corrupted as it is, does not fail to fug-

geft, Thefe truths, not' as matters of faith, but -
as diGates of reafon, are fuppofed and implied in
all the do&rines of revelation ; and whoever is an
enemy of the former, muft be much more an e--

- pemy of the latter. On the other hand, the
- knowledge of things by reafon, is a different kind

of apprehenfion from that of faith ; as the way of
apprehending things by the outward fenfe, is of a
different kind from both the former : And though

- there can be no real contradi®ion among the truths

of God, yet fuch is the natural corruption of the
human mind, and fo great is the diftance between
the truths that are knowable by human reafon,
and the peculiar doftrines of revelation, that the.
latter can never be fo reprefented to the under-
flanding of an unrenewed man, as to make him dif-
cern that they have a fure and fatisfying condmop
in the former. Nothing lefs than this can be
meant by the apoftle in 1 Cor. ii. 14. Tbe matural

_ ‘man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God ;

they are foolifbnefs to bim ; meither can ke @mw

The

They utterly miftake the apoftle’s meaning, who fippofe that
there is nothing in the words now confidered, but what natural
religion teaches: for the knowlege of God, fach as it is, whichs
men attain by the light of nature, is not /35 ; ner is it fuffi-
cient to falvation; nor by it can any one pleafe God.

» The natura] man, fo called by the apldtue, bemo animalis,
the rational man, who has no other principle of action than his.
, o
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The embracmg of a divine truth upon the im«
mediate view that a renewed underftariding has .

“of God’s authority fhining in fome paflage of the

Holy Scriptures, where that truth is really taught,
is  very different thing from our affent to a truth,
becaufe

3wn mind or natural reafon, does not perceive the things of the .
Spirit of God ; they exceed his reafoning powers;.and, after
all his efforts, he cannot know them, fo as tv form a right judg-
ment of them. Wheréfore ? becaufe they are fpmtually dif-
cerned. They belong to a fublimer fphere, which the’ axioms
or principles of natural reafon do not reach. .

There is another caufe why men cannot-difcern a foundation
for the peculiar dorines of revelation, in the axioms or prin-
ciples of reafon, befide the fublimity of thefe doctrines; which

.is, that the reafon of all natural men is now fo corrupt, and
even blind, efpecially with refpe@ to the things of God, that
they are continually taking grofs errors for axioms and prin-
ciples of reafon.

Excellent are the words of Lord Bacon, his Treatife con-
cerning the Improvement of the Sciences, in the beginning of
the ninth book. * The prerogative of God”, fays he, « extends
“ to the ‘whole man; to our reafon as well as our will : for
* man mpft deny himfelf altogether, in coming to God. Where-
* fore, as we are bound to obey the divine law, notwithftand.
*“ ing the relucance of the will; fo we are to give credit to
“ the word of God, notwithftanding the relutance of reafon, .
“ For if we believe thofe things only in the Scripture which
“ lre'agreeable to our reafon, we aflent to the reafonablenefs
“ of the things, but give no credit to the Teftifier of them: as
“ we ufe to deal with witnefles of a fufpected character.
* Moreover, there is fomething more excellent in believing
“ than in mere knowledge: for, in knowledge, the mind is
“ acted upon by fenfe, which refults from material things;
“ but, in faith, the foul is acted upon by a foul,” fays Lord
Bacon; I would rather fay, by the Spirit of God, who is a na-
bler agent,

The hearts and minds of unregenente men are far from be-’
ing thus fubjected to the authority of the word of God. Such,
hawever, may have a knowledge of much revealed truth: m‘:

w
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becaufe it is agreeable to our natural reafon. The
diQates of natural reafon may, indeed, be made
ufe of to fhew men the inexcufablenefs of their
unbelief, and to excite believers to the more. live-
ly exercife of faith. But they may in many cafes
be.fufficient to anfwer thefe purpofes, and yet be
utterly infufficient to be a foundation of faith.
Thus our Lord excites the difciples to a cheerful
. truft in the providence of their heavenly Father,
from this confideration, that they were better, or
) of

with refpect to the variety and arrangements of their notions,
and fuitable utterance, they may, and, it is probable, often do,
excel real Chriftians. But this is not to be afcribed to the force
of the ordinary light of natural reafon and- conicience, but to
the peculiar heightening of that light by the common influences
or operations of the Holy Spirit, which perfons -partake of in
the vifible church for her benefit.

. “But the light of that knowledge is of a different kmd which,
being infeparably accompanied with the love of the truth, and’
with the fan&ification of the inner man, is kindled in the fouls -
of the ele@ by the Spirit of Chrift, which he purchafed for
them, and which flows from him as the head, into them as’
the members of his myftical body. The Holy Spirit endues
them with a new fpiritual capacity of apprehending fpiritual
‘things; a capacity no lefs peculiarly adapted to the pur-
pofe of apprehending fpiritual things in their reality, glory,
and fuitablenefs, than the eye is-adapted to the purpofe of
feeing, or the ear to that of hearing. He alfo gives them
the ufe or.exercife of this capacity, by opening and unfolding
the word of God to them, by cauﬁng them to behold the in-
fallible truth and excellency of it in its own light, fo that their
perfuafion thereof is nb lefs full and fatisfying, than their per-
fuafion of the exiftence of the fun, when he fhines upon them
in a clearday. See a differtation of Witfius, which be addrefles,
ad ampliffimum virum Ulricum Huberum. This is the do@rine
of the Weftminfter Confeflion of Faith, Chap. 1. Art. 6. « We
¢ acknowledge the inward illumination of the Spirit to be ne-
¢ ceffary for the faving underftanding of fuch things as are re-
¢ yealed in the word.”

v
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of more importance, than the birds and beafts, of
which they faw his providential‘¢are fo confpi-
cuous.’ - This rational confideration was_propofed
as a motive to their faith, but nota ground of it :
for all that is to be feen, in the ordinary courfe of
providence, is utterly infufficient to be a grouad of
that fpecial confidence in God’s fatherly love to
which they were exhorted,—without that {pecial
revelation of his good-will to them in his word of
promife. »
Faith embraces the traths revealed in the word o
of God, not becaufe it apprehends them to be
agreeable to, or founded upon, reafon, but becaufe -
it immediately difcerns. the word wherein thefe
truths are revealed to be the word of Gob,—a
word which bears a mpaifeft,. undeniable .impref-
fion of His authority, majefty, wildom, power,
holinefs, righteoufnefs, mercy, and truth. . -So'the
~ apofile tells.the Theflalonjans, that when they te-
ceived the word of God, they immediately recei-
ved it, not-gs the word of man, bu* (as itisin
truth) the word of God. .To receive a* truth as
the word of man, is to receive it as agrceablé to
or founded upon the principles of natural reafon':
8 way of receiving the truths of religion ,which
here ftands oppofed to, the receiving them ks the -
word of God ; that js, to the receiving of .them
by faith. Nature affords us fome lmage of faith’s
immediate difcernment of the voice of God in his
word, patticularly in that immediate.indefccibable
manner in which:we diftinguith one perfon from
all others, by his countenance, by his voice, and
fometimes by his manner of expreffion. It feems
_— to
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to be in allufion to this, that faith is reprefented
48 our feeing Fefus, and our Enowing bis voice. ’

At the fame time, this faith does not hinder,
but rather promotes, the right ufe of all the facul-
ties which God hath given us. ‘No mathematical
demontftration is more fuitable or fatisfying to our
rational nature, than the light of God’s word,
when let into the foul by the power of the Holy
Spirit. When reafon fets itfelf above divine re-
. velation, or refufes ‘to fubmit thereto, it is per-
‘verted, and works its own overthrow ; whereas,
‘while it a@s within its own {phere, and in due
fubordination to divine revelation, its exercife is
ready, uniform, vigorous, and beneficial. What
a noble ficld does revelation open for the due ex-
ercife of reafon! in difcerning, for example, the
‘_proptieté and fignificancy of the words employed
by the Holy Spirit; in tracing the conneion of
revealed truths with one another, as fo many links
. of one beautiful chain; and in obferving the har- -
mony and agreement between the word of God,
and his works of creation and providence.

The fecond queftion is, Whether the whole
word of God, and whatever is contamed in it, be
the obje& of faith?

Anfwer. The whole word of God is, indeed,
the general obje& of faith: But; as Mr Calvin
obferves, ¢ In the word, which is its general ob-
. % jed, it feeks a fpecial obje@, in which it may
% find and receive reconciliation with God, and
¢ remiffion of fins.” {t may be farther obferved,
That the word is to faith what light is to the eye :
it is that whercxn falth apprehends its only fuit-

2 able
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able and fully fatisfying objec, Jefus Chrift the
Son of God. ,

‘As to other thmgs contained in the Scrxpture,
they all meet in Chrift as their centre. Thus,
the'law fhews us the finfulnefs and mifery of our
natural fate, and fo our unfpeakable need of
Chrift. The examples of the faints thew us what
others have received, and what we may expe&
to receive, out of the fulnefs of Chrit. The
threatenings declare to us the infinite hazard that
attends our negle& of Chrift: The vou:e of the
threatenmgs, as they ftand conne&ed in the Biple,
is like that of the angels to Lot, when they brought
him out of Sodom, ¢ Efcape for thy life; look
¢ not behind theé : efcape to Jefus Chrift the Son
“ of God, left thou be confumed.” In Chrift
are all the promifes of God Yea, and in him ~
Amen, to the glory of God. The grand fcope
or defign of all the Scripture is to teftify of Chrift;
to declare, what he is in himfelf, what he is to us,
his doing and dying on earth, and his interceflion
in heaven, with the manner in which we are
brought to the enjoyment of fellowfhip with him.

Queftion #hird, How is God the obje& of faith?
Anfwer. Luther had good reafon to fay, Nolo-
Deum abfolutum : 1 will have nothing to do with
an abfolute God, or with God accordmg to the
revelation which he makes of himfelf in the law
of works *. A perfon that has finned and come .
thort of the glory of God, (as all mere men have -
done),

® Often, (fays Luther), and wnlhngiy, do I inculcate this
truth, T at ycu fhould fhut your ears, and fay, you know no
God out of Chnﬂ'.
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* done), has nothing to look for from God, abfolute-

1confidered, but judgment and fiery indignation
‘tHat fhall devour the adverfaries. Faith cannot
feq God as the God of our falvation but in Chrift.

S (371 pnly in Chrift that faith terminates, or comes

to {eﬁ upon ‘God, upon ‘his power, wifdom, mer-
<y, apd truth; as working falvation for the-church,
and, fprus in parncular. To this purpofe it 1s
‘faid 1y Pet. i. 20. Who by bim do believe in God
‘that _{' ; d bim from the dead, and gave bim glory,
‘thats pith and bope might be in God. If we
fee Chr‘i{ arlght, we will fee God in him; we -
will fee that we heed not go out of ‘Chrift to feek
‘any knowledge of ‘God: for in Chrift dwells all
‘the filnefs of the Godbead [)odi{;/ God’s name, na-
“ture, all’ hls‘PErfc&mns, are 1z bim. He and the
"Father are one God. 'Hence he fays, He that hath
Jeen mé, bath feen the Father. '

JEsus CHRIST tvas the obje@ of faith under
“the'Old Teftament difpenfation, He was reveal-

“ed to faith in the firft promife concerning the feed
,of the woman, -and in all the ceremonies and ‘fa-
“¢rifices of divine appointment. The Old-Tefta-

ment church is exprefsly enjoined to believe in

" *Chrift, Exod. xxiii. 20, 21. Bebold, I fend an Angel

‘Before thee, to Rcep thee in the way.—Beware of
“Bim, and obey his voice,—for my name is im him.
Pfal. ii. r1. Kifs the Son, ! f-be be angry. The
‘name of Chrift was faith’s pica under the Old Tef-

‘tamerit as well as now. Pfal.'lxxxiv. 9. Bebold,
0 God, our Shield, and look upon the face of thine
“Anofnted, Dan.ix. 1. Caufe thy face to fhine

spon thy fanftuary, which is defolate, for the Lord’s
Jake, The God of Abreham, of ‘Ifaac, and of
‘ Jacob,
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Jacob, was God as revealed in the promlfes of the
covenant of grace, God in Chrift reconciling fin- -
ners to himfelf, not imputing their trefpafles unto
them. In a word, the fame righteoufnefs of God
which is now, under the New Teftament, more
clearly manifefted, was all along wztmﬂfed by the -
law and the propbets.

DISCOURSE IL

1 Joun iii. 23.

This is bis commandment, That we /bould BELIEVE'
on the name of bis Son Jesus CHRIST.

WE have confidered Jefus Chrift, the eternal
Son of God, as the objet of faving faith: And
furely what the Scriptures teach coucerning all.
his glory, and all his fuitablenefs to our cafe, thould
awaken in us an earpeft folicitude to have that.
faith by which he dwells in our hearts, ,

Let us proceed to another head of inquiry :
What it is that, properly and ﬁn&ly {peaking,
conflitutes the acrt of believing in the name of
Jefus Chrift the Son of God.

Here fome things may be premxfed for the het—

. ter underftanding of what we aim at. »

1. The faith under confideration is a faving
grace ; of which the apoftle fpeaks in Eph. ii. 8:
By grace are ye faved through faith, and tbat not
of yourfelves, it is the gift of God ; in 1 Tim.i. 16,
For this caufe I obtained mercy, that in me firft Fe-
Jus Chrift might foew forth all long-fuffering, for

Da a
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- a pattern to them who_fbould afterwards believe to
life everlafling ; and in Heb. x. 39. We are not of
1hem that draw back unto perdition ; but of jthem
that believe unto the faving of the foul. It is true,
there are counterfeits of faith as well as of the
other graces of the Spirit. Simon Magus, Agrip-
P2, and others, are faid to have believed ; the fto-
ny-ground hearers are faid to have received the
word : Perfons in the apoftolic age, deftitute of
charity, might prophefy and work miracles ; and
in our own times, a counterfeit faith may be at-
tended with many {piritual gifts, and even with a
femblance of love, repentance, devotion, careful-
nefs about good works. But the faith concerning
which we now inquire, differs, not only, as-fome

- fuppofe, in degree, but even in kind -or nature,

from the counterfeits now mentioned, and from

all that can be found in unregenerate men. If-
the difference between faving faith and mere hif.
torical faith, as it is called, were only in degree,
then, inftead of faying as the apoftles did to the '
jailor, ¢ Believe on the Lord Jefus Chrift, and
¢ thou fhalt be faved,” they fhould have faid, * Be-

“ lieve in fuch a degree, and then thy faith will

“ be faving :” whereas their way of {peaking gave

the jailor ground to conclude, that if he believed

at all in the fenfe wherein he was called to believe,
he fhould be faved. True believers are fometimes
reprefented as weak in faith, as of little faith: If
the difference between faving and hiftorical faith
were only in degree, then Simon Magus might be
reprefented in "the fame manner. Again, that
there muft be a difference between faving faith
and that which is not fo, in fome other refpe&
' - _than
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than in degree, is evident from the account that is -
given of Judas and other apdftates : it is-mot faid
of them, that they did not believe in a fufficient
degree, but that they did not believe at all. John
vi. 64. There are fome of you that believe not ;. for
Fefus knew from the beginning who they were that.
believed not, and who fbould betray bim. Several
properties of faving faith fhew that it is of a dif-
ferent nature from whatever femblance of it may
be found in natural men. It is wnfeigned faith,
1 Tim.i. 5.5 moft boly faith, Jude 20.5 precious
Jaith, 2 Pet.i. 1.; it is a faith of tbe operation of
God who raifed Chriff from tbe dead, Cal. ii. x3.
Thefe are properties that belong to the fmalleft.
degree of this faith, as well as to a great degree of
it. If i be allowed, that there are degrees of
faith in winregenerate men of the fame nature or
kind with faving faith, the former muft be allow-
ed ta be a good preparation for,. or rather a pro.
grefs toward, the latter : and it will follow, that
.man has fome natural ability to prepare himfelf
for faving grace, or to move toward it: Where.:
by the Scripture doftrine of man’s natural inabi-.
lity to do any thing fpiritually good, ar to prepare-
him(elf for it, is overturned, and the old popith:
do@trine about merit of congruity is introduced..
This fcheme teuds to' miflead perfons in- the.
weighty and important duty of felf-examination 3
for, in examining ourfelves, it fhould be our firft
concern to inquire, whether our exercif®s and at-
tainments are of a faving nature or kind, rather
" than whether they have been in fuch a degree.:
The contrary way of managing this exercifa tends
to grofs delufion: accordingly, many perfuade
D3 themfclves,
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themfelves, that they have extraordinary attain-
ments and high degrees of grace, ‘while they have

j ground to fear, what they give themfelves no
trouble about, that they are deftitute of the reali-
ty, or of that which is of a faving nature. It is
high time to purge the leaven of fuch corrupt
do&rine out of the church of Chrift.

2. The fubje& of our prefent inquiry, is the a&k
of believing in the name of Jefus Chrift, abftratt-
ing from fuch things as accompany or follow it.
Regeneration, for example, muft be confidered as,
in the order of nature, before believing ; faith, or

- believing, being an a& of a foul that is fpiritually
quickened. Except a man be born again, be can-
not fee the kingdom of God; be cannot fee the Son,
nor believe on bim. With refpe& to any Jaw wor#,
as it is called, which may be, in the order of time,
before faith, or while there is'no believing on the
name of Jefus Ghrift, it is, in its own nature, or
as to the exercife of the foul under it, no other
than what may be, and a&ually 15, found in re-
probates, as in Cain, Judas, and others. Legal
terror, unaccompanied with any believing views
of Chrift as the foul’s only hiding-place, is, in per-
fons under a gofpel-difpenfation, .the working of -
inexcufable ignorance, enmity, and unbelief ; and
its native tendency is to produce blafphemous
thooghts, more and more hardnefs of heart, and
defperate obftinacy in departing from the living
God : a¥ therefore, as one juftly obferves, fuch
terror is rather to be accounted panys of the fe-
cond death, than of the new birth, It is certain,
however, that God, who knows how to bring

good
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good out of evil, makes his people profit by fuch
a law work at laft ; and as foon as the fupernatu~
ral principle of faith is implanted in the foul, the
experience of thefe legal terrors will afford many-
motives which contribute, under the agency of
the Holy Spirit, to ftir up the foul to the imme-
diate and - diligent exercife of believing on the
Lord Jefus Chrift. Thus, when a perfon is in
fome meafure favingly enlightened in the know-
ledge of the gofpel, the difcovery that is made,
under legal terrors, of the deceit and delperate
wickednefs of the heart, will be of ufe to -pro- °
mote the neceflary convi&ion, That his cafe would
be hopelefs, were it not for the fovereign and fu~
per-aboundmg grace of God in Jefus Chrift : The
experience he had, under thefe terrors, of the va:
nity and falfehood of all the refuges to which he
ufed to have recourfe, is, under the hand of the
" Spirit of faith, a powerful incitement to adhere
fledfaftly to the only true remedy : And the fenfe
he had of the dreadful reality of God’s wrath, and’
of its full execution as near at hand, (huts him up
to an immediate and earneft effay to ﬂee Sfor refuge
that-be may lay bold on the bope fet before bim.
Indeed there is a real and thorough conviction of
the utter finfulnefs, helpleflnefs, and mifery, which
we are under as the children of the firft Adam,
neceflarily fuppofed or implied in every a& of
faving faith. But this convi&ion, fo far as it is
of a peculiar nature, and diftinguifhes the Lord’s
people from others, is not before faving faith, nor
a previous qualification in order to faving faith,
but rather a neceffary ingredient in the very a&
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or exercife of it*: accordingly, it is implied in
many reprefentations of faith in Scripture, as in
Sleeing from the wrath which is to come ; in fleeing.
as doves to thesr windows; in looking to Chrift
that we may be faved. It is not this convi&tion,
towever, though it is conftantly implied-in all
that we teach concerning, the nature of faith, but
faith’s application of the remedy, which we have

_more particularly in view as the fubje& of our

prefent inquiry.— Again, the a& of believing, of
which we treat, is to be carefully diftinguithed
from

# This is agreeable to that feriptyral definition of juftifying -
faith, which we have in our Larger Catechifm: ¢ Juftifying
« faith is a faving grace, wrought in the heart of ‘a finner by
¢ the Spirit and word of God; whereby he, being convinced
s of his fin and mifery, and of the difability in himfelf and
¢ all other creatures to recover, him out of his loft condition,
« not only affemteth to the truth of the promife of the gofpel,
* but receiveth and refteth upon Chrift and his righteoufnefs,
« therein held forth, for pardon of fin, and for the accepting
« and accounting of his perfon righteous in the ight of God
« for falvation.” Excellent, to this purpofe, are the words of
an eminent divine. I would not,” fays he, ¢ willingly fpeak
« of preparations to faith ; becaufe it putteth megupon fearch-
« ing fomething in themfelves, upon fafhioning their own
# hearts, and trimming them, to come to Chrift : whereas no-
« thing can be acceptable to him but what cometh from him.
# But, I think, all that men intend, when they (peak of prepa-
# ratigns, . may he gained this way,—by holding out to men.
+ the impoffibility of coming to Chrift, till they be emptied of
s themfelves: Not that the one is a thing géing before, to be
& done by us; but becaufe they are all one. It is one motion
@ of the doul, to come out of itfelf, and into Jefus: It is one
“ thmg, to diftruft ourfelves, and to truft in him: And, by
« this means, when the true nature of faith itfelf is holden out,

"« men might examine themfelves rather by it, whether they

« have it, than by the preparationsto it.” Mr Huer Bin.
$1ING, on Ifa, xxvi. 3. .
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from thofe things which neceffarily attend it as

concomitants, evidences, fruits, or effefts; fach as
love, godly forrow for fin, new obedience, or de-
fires and purpofes of obedience. Confidering the .
a& of faving faith as diftin& from thefe things, is
by no means a needlefs affe@ation of accuracy,
but of great neceflity and importance ; becaufe it
is well known, that Papifts, and many called Pro-
teftants, who have loft a relifh for the purity of
gofpel do&rine, contend, that a refolved fubjeion
to, or compliance with, what they call, the pre-
cepts of the gofpel, ought to be included in the
definition of faving faith *. But fuch a definition
is contrary to all thefe places of Scripture which .
reprefent love and obedience as diftin& from faith.
Gal. v. 9. Faith worketh, or manifefleth itfelf, &y
Jove. 2 Pet. i. 5. And befides this, giving all dik-
&ence, add to your faith, virtue ; and to . virtue,
knowledge ; and to knowledge, temperance ; and to .
temmperance, patience; and to patience, godilinafs;.
and

® Faith, as it refpe@s the kingly office of Chrift, is the foul’s -
refting on him for fancification, and for deliverance from all
evil. The language of it is, The Lord is our judge, the Lord ..
is our lawgiver, the Lord is our king; be will fave us. But

the abfolute furrender of ourfelves, or our refolved fubjection . .

to his laws, is a native and neceflary effe@ of faith, but is by no °
means faith itfelf. Faith is not our refolving, undertaking, or
promifing to do, but our perfuafion of what Chrift is, and of .
what he has undertaken and promifed to do. When we fay,
that faith is rot a refolution of fubjection to Chrift, we do not
detra@t from the neceflity of fuch a refolution ; becaufe we
maintain that this, and other things, are as neceffary in the
Chriftian charater, as faith itfelf. Thus the neceflity of re«
pentance and holinefs is reprefented in as ftrong terms as that
of faith, Luke xiii. 3. Heb. xii. 14. Withous thefe, faith would
be dead, and unprofitable to falvation, James ii. 14, Ip.
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and to godlinefs, brotherly kindnefs; and to bro-
therly kindnefs, charity. 1 Tim.i. 5. The end of
the commandment is charity, out of a pure beart,
and of a good confiience, and of faith unfeigned.
Neither love, nor repentance, nor the defite or pur-
pofe of thefe, can be oppofed, .as faith is in the
matter of juftification before God, to works, to all
works of obedience to the law. Rom. iv. 5. To
bim that worketh not, but believeth on Him that
Jufbifieth the ungodly, bis faith is counted for 'n:g_bt—
ecoufnef. Gal. ii. 16. We bave believed in Fefus
Chrifd, that we might be juftified by the faith of
Chrif}, and not by the works of the law. Here is
a phain reafon why faith is to be confidered as di-
ftin& from love, repentance, good defires, or pur-
pofes ; becaufe thefe'cannot, like faith, be diftin-
guithed from them, and oppofed to the works of
- thie law; for love, repentance, good defires, and
purpofes, cannot juitly be confidered otherwife
than as works of the law, or inftances of conform-
ity to the law. It is true, faith is a duty requi.
red in the firt commandment; and is alowed, in
that refpedt, to be a work of the law. But in the
matter of juftification, faith is of no confideration
as an inftance of obedience to the law ; it has no -
place in this matter, but as it is that in or by
which we receive the juftifying righteoufnefs of
our Lord Jefus Chrift. Faith is capable of being
confidered as no work, but merely our receiving
a free gift at the hand of a gracious God in Chrift.
Tberefore, fays the apoftle, it is of faith, that it
might be by grace; if it had been of love, repent- |
ance, good defires and aims, it would have been
‘by works, and the whole defign of the gofpel
e would
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would have been fruftrated. The fcheme of in.
cluding love, repentance, or good refolutions, in the
notion of faith, renders it quite uncertain what we
are tounderftand by faith : whereas the facred wri-
ters are particularly careful to afcertain what it
. 18, by reprefenting it as no lefs diftiné& from other
“things with which men would confound it, than a
caufe from its effelts ; by oppofing it, in the matter
of juftification, to all our own works, or jperfonal
conformity to the law; and by the deforiptive
names that are givén to it, fuch as, perfuaﬁon, af-

furance, truft, confidence, believing or receiving.

a teftimony. Farther, the a& of believing under
confideration is to be diftinguifhed from any con-
fcioufnefs of, or refleCtion upon, our own attaine
ments. It is one thing to believe on the Son of
God ; it is another thing to know that we have
believed in a true and faving manner. What we

inquire after is, that dire& a& of faith which nei-
ther looks to itfelf, nor to its effeéts, but only and
immediately to its glorieus obje&, the Lord Jefus
Chrift ; according to the call-in Ifa. xlv. 21, 22.

There is no Saviour befide me. Look unto me, and
b faved.

3. The fubje@ of our ‘prefent inquiry is -not,
what this or that perfon takes to be his own exer-
cife in believing, but What is that which, ‘in the
Scripture account, conftitutes believing in the
Lord Jefus Chrift? or, it is not what a believer’s
own faith appears to himfelf, through a cloud of
unbelief, and other prevailing corruptions ; but
What is that dire& a& of faith which.correfponds
with the ground and warfant of it in the word of

‘God;
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God ; and the lively exercife of which we fhould
feek, in the ufe of all appointed means, to attain 2

Thefe things being premifed, we obferve, that )
a perfon may juftly give the following definition
of faving faith: That it is a real or unfeigned
perfuafion, wrought in my heart by the Holy Spi-
rit, that, in the gofpel record or teftimony, God
- gives his Son Jefus Chrift, with his whole falva-
tion, to finners of mankind indefinitely, and to me
a finner in particular.

. R -
Here we propofe, firft, To take a view of the
- record of God. concerning his Son Jefus Chrift ;
and, then, To confider the nature of this perfua-

fion.

As to this record of God, the great fubjett of
-it, is. that which we confidered in the preceding
" difcourfe, that is, the name-of his Son Jefus Chrift.
We may now confider it fomewhat more parti-
cularly, according to its formal.nature, or as it is
the ground of faving faith.

\

1. It may be obferved, that there is no falva-
tion for poor finners of Adam’s family, but in Je-
fus Chrift, as held forth in this record. = A&s iv.

" ga. Neither is there falyation in any other; for
there is no-other name under beaven given among
mien whereby we muft be faved. All the advan-

_tages which the things-of the world, together
with the help and favour of men, can afford; all
the opinions, fincerity, devoutnefs, good-meanings,
and the moft affiduous endeavours to walk accord-

' ing
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ing to the law, being withont Chrift, are of no
avail to our falvation. So the Heathen, bemg
" without Chrift, are without God and without hope
in the world. And where men are without the
record of God in his word, they are alfo without
Chrift, according to the” Apoftle’s declaration in
Rom. x. 13, 14, 15. Whofoever /Z:all call on the
name of the Lord fball be faved. How fball they
call on Him in whom they bave not believed? and
bow fball they believe in Him of whom they bave
not heard £ and bow Jhall they hear witbout @
preacker 2 and bow fhall they preach except tbz,y
be fent 2
2. This record of God is an exhibition of the
all-fufficiency of his Son Jefus to accomplith our fal-
vation. Heb. vil. 25. He is able to fave them to the
uttermoft that come to God by bim, fecing be ever ;-

veth to make interceffion. for them. His obedience

unto death, even the death of the crofs, is fuch an in-
_ finitely valuable ranfom and fatisfattion to the law
and juftice of God, that they can demand no more
in order to the juftification of the moft guilty of the
human race. Rom. v. 18. As by the offence of ane
Judgment came upon all men to condemnation ; even
S0 by the righteoufucfs of onme, the free gift came
upon all men unto juftification of life. 1 John i.
Tbe blood of Jefus Chrift cleanfeth us from all_fin,
Matth. xiii. 31. I fay unto you, Al manner of fin

and blafpbemy fball be forgives unto men : but the -

Haj}bbmxy againf? ‘the Holy Ghoft fball not be for-
given unto men. The unpardonablenefs of that
which is . peculiarly called the blafphemy againft
the Holy Ghoft, is no diminution or dilparage:
meat of the atoning or cleanfing virtue of the

' E blood



- S0 THE SCR1PTURE DOCTRINE -

blood of Chrift; but is only the declared confe-
quence of a wilful, deliberate, malicious, fixed,
open, and avowed contempt of the whole profef-
fion of Chriftianity ; and particalarly of juftifica-
tion by the blood of Jefus; by a perfon who has
been as much enlightened in the knowledge of
the truth, and has tafted as much of its fweetnefs,
a5 is confiftent with an unrenewed ftate.” Such a
‘perfon perifhes, not from an infufficiency in the
cleanfing virtue of the blood of Chrift, nor pro-
Jperly for any want of a right of accefs to that
blood ; but becaufe he not only puts it away from
him, but perfifts in treating the application of it
- by the Holy Spirit with open and avowed fcorn,
and fixed malicious rancour. The all-fufficiency
of oar Lord Jefus Chrift to fave the vilet finner
that comes to him, fhines with confpicuvus luftre
in the names that “he bears ; fuch as, the Saviour
of the world, 1 John iv. 14. the Saviour of finners,
1 Tim. i. 15. Immantel, God in our nature, God
with us, or on our fide, Mat. i. 23- Jehovah our
Righteoufnefs, Jer. xxiii. 6. Jehovah our Peace,
Judg. vi. 24. Jehovah our Healer, Exod. xv. 26.
our Hope, 1 Tim. i. 1.; and ‘alfo in the offices
which he executes as Redeemer. Is thére any’
{piritual blindnefs that he cannot deliver us from,
« as our Prophet? Is there any guilt which the blood
of our Great High Prieft, cannot expiate ? Is there
any promlfe'd blefling that we may not expet on
account of his righteoufnefs> What bondage of
‘corruption will he not fet us free from, as our
¥iag? In tefpedt of thefe three offices, he is fet
forth to poer finners as made of God to them,
,wi(dom, and righteoufnefs, and fan&ification, and
redemption.
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wdemption. The fufficiency of Chrift, exhibited
in the golpel, is a fufficiency of good-will to the.

_ falvation of finners; a fufficiency of loving-kind-

nefs as well as of power, Luke ii. 14. Glory to
God in the higheff, and on earth peace, and good-
will toward men. John vi. 37. Him that cometh
to me, I will in no wife caft out. Titus iil. 4. The
kindnefs and love of God our Saviour toward marn
appeared. Plal. xxxvi. 9. How excellent is thy lov-
ing kindnefs, O God! Therefore the children of men
put therr truft under the fhadow of thy wings.
Loke xiii. 34. O Fersfalem, Ferufalem! <wbich
killeft the prophets, and flonefl- them that are fent
unto thee : bow often would I have gatbered thy
cbildren together, as a ben doth gather ber chickens

wnder ber wings ; and ye would not !
3. In this record of God, we have a frge gift
and grant of Chrift crucified, and of eternal life
in him, to finners of mankind without diftin@ion.
This grant is fometimes exprefied in the moft- for-
mal manner; as in Ifai. xlix. vi. He faid, (the Fa-
ther faid to the Son), It is a light thing that thou
Jbouldeft be my fervant to raife up the tribes of FYa-
cob, and ta reftore the preferved of -Ifrael : I will
alfo give thee to be a light to the Gentiles, that thou
mayeff be my falvation to the ends of the earth:
and xlii. 6. J will give thee to be a covemant to the
people, for a light of the Gentiles, to open the blind
¢es, to bring the prifomers from the prifon, and
them that fit in darknefs out of the prifon-boufe,
Here it is obvious, that thofe to whom the Father
gives his beloved Son as a Surety aod Saviour, are
Gentiles, blind, prifoners, that is, according to the
import of thefe metaphorical expreflions, to man-
Ez kind
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kind finnersindefinitely, who are all, as the childreg,
of fallen Adam, in a ftate of alienation from God ;-
in a ftate of fpiritual blindnefs and bondage. An-
other text to this purpofe is in John, vi. 32. Where
Chrift is fpeaking to the promifcuons multitude,
many of whom, it is evident from the context,
particularly ver. 36. were ftill in their patural
ftate, unbelievers, and enemies to Chrift: My Fa-
ther, fays he, giveth you the true bread from hea-
wen, - Chrift is here comparing himfelf to the
magna which fell about the tents of Ifrael in the
wildernefs. As the fimple raining of the manna
around their camp, even before it was gathered, is,
in the 31ft verfe, called a giving; fo the revela-. .
tion or offer of Chrift in the word of the gofpel, _
~ even before attual believing, is called a giving of
him*. To the fame purpofe, we read in 1 John
v. 11, And this is the ru'ord, by the difbelieving:
of which men bring upon’ themfelves the guilt of
making God a liar, that God bath given to us
eternal life, and this life is in bis Son.  The giving
here meant, is not a putting perfons in poffeffion ;
but fuch a giving, in the way of grant or tender,
to finners of mankind, that each of them, to whom
this record comes, is bound to believe thatitisa
giving to him in particular ; otherwife he makes
God a liar. We have a very remarkable repre-
fentation of this grant in John iii. 16. God fa
loved the world, that be gave bis only-begotten Son,
that whofoever believeth in bim fhould not perifh,
but bave e-verlqﬂing life. 'This giving of his only-
begotten Son, is fuch a giving as warrants any of
the

#* See Calvin ou the place.
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the human race, or whofoever will, to believe on
him. But the giving of Chiift to fome men, as
to the ele&@, in the decree of elelion, and in the
" intention of Chrift’s death, or to believers in ac-
tual poffeflion, cannot be a warrant to all men,
that whofoever of them will, may believe on him,
or receive him, The giving of an entertainment
_ to fome individuals only of a company, never can
be a warrant to the whole company, that whofo-
ever of them will, may come and partake of the
entertainment. But the giving, here meant, is a
giving which is prior to believing, and upon which
we are to proceed in believing ; which can be no
other than the revelation of Chrift in the way of
grant and offer to finners of mankind indefinitely,.
warranting whofoever of them will, to believe on
him for everlafting life. This giving, of the only~.
begotten Son of God, is illuftrated by the fimile
made ufe of in verle 14. As Mofes lifted up the
Jferpent in the wildernefs, even fo muft the Son of
man be lifted up : tlat whofocver believeth in bim
Sbould not peri/b, but have everlafting life. The
brazen ferpent was given and lifted up as a com-
mon good to all the ftung Ifraelites,. that whofo-
ever of them fhould look on it might be healed..
So Chrift is given to a loft world in the word, that
whofoever believeth on him, might not perifh, but
have everlafting lifc *.. This grant is.alfo expref-
fed in free and abfolute promifes : in promifes di-"
re@ed to thofe who are deftitute of every good
Ej qualification.:

# See Anfwers to Twelve Queltions, put to fome minilers
by the Commiftion of the Geueral .-\ﬂ'embly of the. Chm‘c.n of

Scotlznd, in the year 1721.. L
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qualification.—In a promife, for example, of par-
don to the guilty, Ifai. xliii. 24, 25. Thou baft
made me ferve with thy fins; thou baff wearied me
with thine iniquities.. I, even I, am he that blotteth
out thy tranfgreffions for mine own fake; and will

not remember thy fins:—in a promife of purifica-

tion to the moft polluted finner, I will [prinkle
clean water upon you, and ye fball be clean'; from
all your filthinefs and from all your idols will 1
cleanfe you :—in a promife of the new heart to
thofe who have nothing but the old ftony heart =
A new beart will I give you, and a new fpirit will
I put within you : I will take away the flony keart
out of your Ab : and I will give you a beart of
Me/b:—in a promife of faith to the unbchevmg,
In bis name fball the Gentiles trq/} :—in a promife
of repegtance to the impenitent, Ifai. xxx. 22.
Ye fball defile alfo the covering of the graven ima-
ges of filver, and the ornament of the molten images
of gold: thou fbalt caff them away as a menfiruous
cloth ; thou fbalt fuy unto it, Get thee bence :—in
a promife of the Spirit, I will put my Spirit with-
in you, and caufe you to walk in my flatutes :—in a
promife of Chrift himfelf, In 4/m, who according
to the flefh is the feed of ‘Abraham, fhall all the
families of the earth be bleffed :—in a promife of
God in Chrift, I wil be your God. Such are
the free and unconditional promifes, which are a
principal part of that gofpel, which the minifters
of Chrift are commiffioned to teach to every crea-
ture under heaven, faymg to their hearers, The ~

promife is to you and your children, and to alf that _

are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God

Jhallcall. Lot us fear leff a promife being left us,
’ of
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of entering into bis refl, any of you fhould feem to
come fhort of it.—O finner of mankind ! to whom
the word of God comes, know, that whatever
thy cafe or charadter be, a promife is left thee of
entering into God’s reft. Let it be thy great con-
cern, that thou mayeft not.come fhort of it by un-
belief.—This free and unconditional grant is alfo
declared in the many calls and invitations to an
immediate participation of Chrift which are di-
reCed to finners of mankind indefinitely. Thus,
in Rev. xxii. 17. Whofoever will, let him take the
water of life freely. Thele words can fignify no-
thing lefs, than that God gives t5¢ water of life to .
mauokind finners in.fuch a manner, that any-indi-
vidual of them all may freely or immediately take
it home to himfelf, becaufe the divine grant has
already made it his, for application, ufe, and en-
joyment. Suppofe a number of perfons to be in
a room where a table is covered with plenty of
food : fuppofe the mafter of the houfe coming in,
fhould fay to them all, Whofoever will, let him
eat and drink of what is on this table, till he be
fatisfied, it fhall coft him nothing : might not each
of thefe perfons, efteeming the mafter of the houfe
to be an honeft man, and as fpeaking thefe words
in earneft, juftly confider thefe provifions as his
own, for prefent or immediate ufe, no previous
terms or conditions being propofed or required? -
And why fhould it not be deemed warrantable ta
make the {fame conclufion, when the God of truth
condefcends to ufe the fame language ? Whofoever
will, let him take the water of life freely. And
again, Ho, every one that thirfteth, come ye ta
the waters, and he that hath no money : come ye,
buy

. N



1

56 THE SCRIPTURE DOCTRINE

buy and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk
withont money, and without price. Thofe that
thirft are men in their natural flate, who (as
you may fee by confulting the paffage, Ifai.lv.
1, 2.) are fpending their money for that which is’
not bread, and their labour for that which fatisfieth
not. Surely no poor finner of mankind, to whom
the word of God comes, can warrantably reckon
himfelf excepted in fuch calls as the following :
John vii. 37. In the laft day, that great day of the
Seaft, Fefus Slood, and cricd, Jaying, If any man
“thirft, let bim come unto me, and drink. Ifai. xlvi.
12, 13. Hearken unto me, ye JRout bearted, that are
Sfar from righteoufnefs. 1 bring nmear my righte-
oufnefs : it fail not be far off; and my falvation
Jball not tarry. Prav. viii. 4. Unto you, O men, I
call; and my voice is to the fons of men : and ix.
4, 5. Whofo is Simple, let bim turn in bither :“as
Sor bim that wanteth underflanding, fbe faith to
Lim, Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the wine
¢hat I have mingled. Thefe being calls or invita-
tions to an immediate receiving or partaking of
Chrift, of his righteoufnefs and falvation; and
being direéted to finners of mankind indefinitely ;
neceffarily carry in them the’ notion of that free
gifc or grant of which we fpeak. Surely, he who-
brings 2 benefit to our hand, and entrcats us to
accept of it, and make it our own, without money
and without price, that is, without requiring any
previous,compliance with terms or conditions,—
entreats us to make it as much our own, as we’ ‘
do what we buy for our own ufe, or what we eat:
and drink for our own refrethment,—may well be
faid to make a gik and grant of that benefit : and

. the.
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the record in which it is made, being written,
fworn, and fealed, may, with the greateft proprie-
ty, be called, A DEED OF GIFT AND GRANT.

It may be afked, Since Chrift is thus given or
granted to mankind, how can any of them come
thort of him?

Anfwer. Becaufe a thing ehat is prefented as a -
free gift may be defpifed and rejefted ; in which
cafe, there can be no pofleflion. That-this may
be the cafe with the gofpel-grant of Clirift, and of
falvation through his name, is the more evident,
as it is exprefled in gracious invitations, as well as
in abfolute promifes. And that the Lord may
give an abfolute promife to thofe who, in the
event, never come to the a&tual enjoyment of the.
promifed blefling, is manifeft from the inftance of
the promife made to the Ifraelites of the land of
Canaan : This promife, -as it is recorded in Exod.
ili. 17. is free and unconditional. I bave faid, I
will bring you up out of the affliGlion of Egypt,
anto the land of the Canaanites, and.the Hittites,
and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hi-
vites, and the Jebufites, unto a land flowing with
milk and boney. This promife was given to the
children of Ifrael, as a nation, to be refted on by
them as good fecurity for their introdution into
and poffefion of that good land. But the bulk of
that generation, defpifing this fecurity, and per-
fifting in their unbelief, never faw the promifed
land : They could not enter in, fays the Apoftle,
becaufe of unbelief, This is a type or emblem
of the gofpel-promife, wherein Chrift, and eternal
life in him, are made over to us as a free gift.
Such as w:ll not credit the promife, nor accept of

. the
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the gift, will juftly come fhort of the promifed
seft. The Lord fays to fuch, as be faid to the If-
raelites, Numb. xiv. 34. Ye fball know my breach
of promife : that is, as it is with believers accord-
ing to their faith; fo it {hall be with you accord-
ing to your unbelief. Since ye account my pro-
mife unworthy to be trufted in, it is fit that ye
* fhould never experience the accomplifhment of it ;
bat that there fhould be, in your cafe, a feeming
breach of it. But we now proceed to obferve,
4. That the record of God, which faith receiyes,
_is the gofpel, as contra-diftinguifhed from the law.
The law is a perfeét rule of righteoufnefs; there
is nothing good in man’s nature, difpofitions, or
altions, but what it requires. All the commands
of God, therefore, not excepting thofe of faith
and repentance, belong to the law. On the other’
_band, the gofpel, firitly and properly taken, has
no commands; no prefcriptions of duty in it.
TFhus the law and the gofpel differ,~not as one
precept of the law may differ from another, in
“refpe& of objefls and occafions, in refpe& of more
eafinefs or difficulty in- the performance,—but.in
their nature, as 2 command differs from an abfo-
lutely free grant or promife. It is true, the law,
too, has its promifes; but neither promifes nor
threatenings conftitute its formal nature or diftin-
guithing chara&ter. The law, might have been
without the promife of eternal life : the revealed
will of God would have been the rule of obedi-
‘ence to man, as his morally dependant creature,
though no fuch promife had been given. And
that the law may be withont the threatening, is
mamfe(t from its being a rule of obedience to the
confirmed
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confirmed angels and glorified faints ; in the cafe of
whom, it muft be allowed, to have no threatening
annexed to it. Thus, we fay, the formal nature
of the law is a revelation of God’s commanding
will to men as reafonable creatures. And, even
in this refpe&, it muft be carefully diftinguifhed
from'the gofpel, which, in its formal nature, is
purely a revelation of God’s giving and promifing
~will towards poor finners of mankind, in Jefus
Chrift. The fum of the law is, Thou fhalt love
God, thy Maker and Preferver, with all thy heart,
with all thy foul, and with all thy firength, and
with all thy mind ; and thou fhalt love thy neigh-
bour =s thyfelf. On'the othar hand, the gofpel
was revealed to our firft parents in thefe words,
directed to the ferpent, He, even the Son of God,
SBall bruife thy bead, and thos fbalt bruife bis beel,
The gofpel, as the Apoftle tells us, was preached
to Abraham in thefe 'words, In thee fball all the
Sfamilies of the carth be blefed. The gofpel was
proclaimed, at the birth of Chriff, in thefe words
of the angel to the fhepherds, Luke ii. 1o, 11. I
bring you good tidings of gredt joy which _/baﬂ be
to all people : For unto you is born this day, in the
city of David, a Saviour, which 1s Chbrift the Lord.
The gofpel is this faithful faying, and worthy of all
acceptation, Tbat Fefus Chrift came into the world
to fave finners : and this, That God was in Chrift
reconciling the world to bimfelf, not imputing their
trefpaffes unto them. The gofpel is good tidings
of good to fianers of mankind, through Chrift

crucified, dead and buried, afcended and interced-

ing. Such is the difference between the formal
nature of the law and that of the gofpel,

But
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But if the law be confidered as a covenant,
which all men are under as the children of fallen
Adam *, promifing eternal life as. & reward of

. . , -debt

* There is, perhaps, fome inaccuracy, or at leaft ambiguity, .
of expreflion, in many valuable authors, about the ftate of men
under the Covenant of Works.—It is' certainly true, that all
men are under the Covenant of Works, if this implies, that

" they are under the curfe of it as a broken Covenant ; and they

* are alfo curfed who continue not in all things written in the

law, as the rule of their obedience, while they have no intereft

" in the righteoufnefs of the Surety.—Itis alfo true, that all men

are under the command of the Covenant of Works, if this be
underftood only, as affirming, that all men have contracted, in
their reprefenting head Adam, a debt of obedience, which they

. can never pay in their own perfons; yea, to which, while ftran-

. gers to Chrift, they are continually adding, by the tranfgreffion of
the law as a rule of duty.—~Now, believers are honourably deli- .
vered from this, by the obedience of ]efus Chrift ——Smners are

- under it, as.defperate debtors, who can give no fatisfaction to > law

. and juftice.—But the Covenant-of Works was never renewed
with any finful man, after Adam broke it; either in, what fome
have called, its natural ftate, as including the whole moral law,
which Chrift fulfilled, and the curfe of which he endured j=_

-erin its pofitive ftate, as fummed up in abftinence from the
tree of knowledge of good and evil.—It has no promife of life
now to any man, either in the Pagan or Chriftian parts of the
world.—Such fcriptures as Jer. xviii. . Rom. x. 5. Gal. iii.
11. declare only what was the original tenor of this Covenant.
All who enjoy the word of Chrift, inftead of being encouraged
fo much as’to endeavour obedience to the law as a Co\enant,
are required to renounce all hopes of falvation in that way, to
feek it by faith'in Chrift, Rom. iii. 19, 20. Gal.’iii. 10,—12.3
‘and though men are, under the influence of ignorance; and a
perverfe difpofition, difpofed to feek righteoufnefs by the law,
efpecially when awakened and convinced of fin in fomk mea-
fure,—yet in regard of moral obligation, and gracious revela-
tion, they are required and encouraged to feek falvation only
according to the New Covenant plan. Now;, as the ldw has no
"more any promife of life to finners, and a promife is an effential
part of a Covenant, it may be.queftiongd, whether it be fo pro-
per to affert, that finners are under the commanding power of
the Covenant of Works, except as defperate debtors. (R.)
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debt to him who performeth the condition of per-
fe& obedience, and threatening eternal death ds
the wages of every the leaft tranfgreflion ; the law
in this fenfe, and the gofpel,- are not only differ-
ent, but oppofite to one @nother.  The law, as a
covenant, declares, that every finner is curfed :
Curfed is every one thut continueth not in all things
‘written in the book of the law to do them : but the
gofpel declares that finners fhall be bleffed in Chrift ;-
blefled - with deliverance, both from fin, and from
that wrath and curfe of God which every fin de-
ferves. The law fays to every finner, Thou art
condemsed already ; the gofpel fays.to him, There
1s no condemnation to thee whe' art in Chrift Yefus.
The law fays, Thou bdft defivoyed thyfelf ; but fays
the gofpel, Thy fute and all-fufficient help is in the -
Lord Jefus Chrift. The law-covenant fays, That
eternal life is the reward of debt to which thy
own perfonal obedience gives thee.a title ; but the
gofpel fays, Eternal life-is the gift of God through
Jefus Chrift our Lord. The law-covenant fays,
‘Thou haft no right to the promifes, till thou haft
performed the condition of them ; the gofpel fays,
Jefus Chrift, thy Surety, hath- perfe&ly fulfilled
the condition of all the promifes in his obedience
unto death 3 fo that in him, or for his fake, thou
haft a good right to them; in him they are free
and unconditional to thee ; in him all the promifes
are Yea, and in him Amen. Hence it appears
the effential difference between the promifes of
the law-covenant and thofe of the gofpel is, that
the former are conditional to us ; whereas the lat-
ter are to us free, unconditional, and abfolute. .

. F o ‘Bat
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But it is objefted, that many promifes of the
gofpel are conditional, as declaring that they be-
long to perfons of fuch and fuch chara&drs. Such,
.among many, are the following. He that belie-
veth fball be faved. The Redeemer fball come to.
Zion, and unto them that turn from trasfgreffion
in Jacob, faith the Lord. He bscame the author of
eternal falvation to all them that obey bim. Bleffed
are they that mosrn; for they fhall be comforted.
Bleffed are the meek ; for they fball inberit the
earth, He that overcometb, /ball inberit all things.

~ We anfwer, 1. When we fay the promifes are
abfolutely free, or uaconditional, we are very far
from meaning, that any of the promifed bleflings
of the gofpel can be received o enjoyed feparate-
ly from the reft, or from the great.comprehenfive
blefling of a real vital union to Chrift. On the
contrary, they are fo infeparably connefled, that
whofoever receives one, fhall receive all. There
is, for example, fuch a conne@®ion between the
overcoming or mortification.of fin, and inheriting
all things, that they mufl be miferably deceived

who expe& the latter without the former,
2, There is a certain order, according to which,
and not otherwife, we are to exped the enjoy-
* ment of the promifed bleflings.of the Covenant of
Grace. Thus, we are not to expeé the attain-
ment of a holy walk, before faith in Chrift ; nor
aﬁ'urance of fenfe, or experwnce of the. comforts
of the Holy Spirit, before - ‘we be brought into
the gofpel.way of fludying holines. - A life of
grace here; is before a life of glory hereafter.
Thus, when itis faid, That they who mourn_fball be
comforted,

-
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- comforted; and That'they who endure to the end
Sall be fuved ; the meaning is, that, according te
the order eftablithed in the everlafting covenant,

there is a mourning before the fenfible enjoyment.

of f{piritual comfort ; an enduring to the end, be-
fore we can come to the full pofleffion of falva-
tion. :

3- The furety-righteoufnefs of our Lord Jefus

Chrift is the only proper condition of all the pro-
mifes taken together. The redemption which we:

have through his blood, includes all the bleflings
of the New Covenant. Hence, though we find
one of thofe blefings promifed to thofe who have -
begun to poflefs another, we are not to confider

the begun poffeflion of the latter as the proper con-
dition of the former ; but.rather both of them, as
alike freely and abfolutely promifed to us, for the
fake of Him whofe name is THE LoRD OUR RIGHTE-
ousNEss. We fhould confider all the promifes.

8 one : This is the promife which be hath promif-
ed us, even eternal life.  Thofe which have been:

called conditional promifes, are only declarations
of the infeparable conne&ion among the various

bleflings contained in that one promife, and alfo of
the order according to which the Lord is pleafed.

to beftow them ; for when we take a view of the
whole comprehenfion of the gofpel promifes, we
find all thefe bleflings made over to poor finners in’
the fame free and abfolute manner ; the righteouf-
tefs of Chrift being always underftood as the only
proper cendition. Hence that which has been
taken for the condition of a promife in one part of
Scripture, is abfolutely promifed in another. Thus
faith is abfolutely promifed in Mat. xii. 21 ; and.

Fa - perfeverance-

-
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" perfeverance in grace unto the end, in Jer. xxxii.
40. Hence we fee how the Apoitle came to ren-
der one of the texts quoted in the wbjeétion as he
does, in Rom. xi. 26. It vs written, There fball comne
out of Zion the Deliverer, and fball turn away un-
godlinefs from Facob. So that, according to the
A poftle, the Prophet’s faying, that Chrift would
come to them that turn from ungodlinefs in Jacob,
implied a free, abfolute, and unconditional promife,
that be fbould turn away ungodlinefs from Jacob.
Thus, when we read this promife, Unto you that
Sear my name jball the Sun of righteoufnefs arife
with healing in bis wings, we are to underftand the
abfolute promife as implied ; as if it had been faid,
I will put my fear into your beart, and to you JSball
the Sun of righteoufnefs arife.

4. Sometimes the promifed bleffing is conne&-
ed with fuch charafers as infallibly evidence per-
fons to be already partakers of that blefling. As
when it is faid, Like as a fatber pitseth bis children,
Jo the Lord pztutlr them that fear bim. Now, this
godly fear, is fuch as evidenceth a perfon to be al-
ready a partaker in Chrift of God’s fatherly pity.

~ In like manner, when it is faid, that Chrift is zbe
author of cternal falvation to all them tbat obey”
bim* ; only fuch obedience muft be underftood, as
certainly evidenceth the perfon to be already a
partaker of that falvation. Such charalters as
thefe may be evidences, but cannot be any proper
conditions of the promifed bleflings to which they
are annexed.—Sometimes . the promxfed blefling is

reprefented

% Chrift is the author or caufe of eternal falvation to all who
by hearing, attentively liften to hxm, which includes faith in his
promifes and doctrines, with obedicnce to his commandments,
and compliance with his gracious invitations, Rev. xxii. 14. (R.)
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OF SAVING FAITH, 65
yeprefented in~propofitions of the fame form, as-
belonging to perfons in;poverty, afflition, tempta-
tion, or the like circumftances, which no one will
be fo abfurd as to reckon conditions. Blefed be
ye poor ; for yours is the kingdom of God. Bleffed
are they who are perfecuted for righteoufnefs fake ;.
Jor theirs is the kingdom of beaven. O thou affliGied,
toffed with tempeft, and not comforted ! bebold, I will’
lay thy flonss with. fair colours, and lay thy foun--

.dations with [appbires :-4-and all thy children fbakl
be taught of the Lord; and great fball be the peace:

¢f thy children. From thefe and the like paffages
it is-evident, that a chara&ler given, in the word of
promifé to thofe who either are or may be par-

- takers of the blefling promifed, is a different thing

from the pref¢ribing of terms-or conditions.” The
defign of the former is no more than to encourage:
perfons to.reccive freely what is, for Chrift’s fake,
freely granted ta them in the divine promife as-
peculiarly fuited to the cafe or chara&er defcribed :
whereas the defign of the latter, is to fhew upon:
what ground a perfon may warrantably claim the:

blefling promifed *..

F 3 ’ SI If‘

# If it be 6bjected; thut in the gofpel there are promifes of
life upon condition of our obediende, as in Rom. viii. 23. « If
ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye fhald’
live;” we anfwer, The promifes of the gofpel are not made to
the work, but to the worker ; and to the worker, not for his’
work, but for Chrift’s fake according to his work. For ex.
ample, the promife. of life is not made-to the work of mortifica~
tion, but to him that mortifies his flefh ; and that not “for his-
mortification, but becaufe he-is in Chrift, and his mortification
is the token and evidencethereof.  Prrxins on Gal .

It is a very juft obfervation of ‘Dr Smith, of Peques, in the
a4 _ofhis Three Sermons on !’mh, lately pnbmhed, to this y;:-.
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5. If the gofpel-promlfe be conditional, then the
condition of it either is or i not promifed ; if our
opponents fhould fay that it is net promlfed at all,
they will fall into grofs error. For it is evident,
that faith, repentance, prayer, and whatever has
been reprefented as a condition, are included in the
promlfes of the Covenant of Grace. To give one
example from a multitude, moft, if not all, fuch
conditions are comprehended in-that promife which
we have in Zech. xiii. 9. #nd I will bring the third
part through the fire, and will refine them as fil-
ver 15 refined, and will try them -as gold is tried:
They foall call on my name, and I will bear them :

o T will fay, It is my people ; and they fball fay; The
. Lord is my God. Befides, it is allowed by thofe
, that hold the premifes to be conditional, that the

condition is the gift of God. But every gift that
we receive from him is either natural or fuperna.

. tural 2 If the condition of a promife be 4 natural

gift of God, then it i no other than what may be
found in unregenerate men ; and then it will fol- .
low, that there: are natural attainments, to which
God hath fecured faving grace by his - promife ;
which is the old exploded error of Pelagius. But
if this condition be a fupernatural gift, or fomethmg
given in virtue of the Covenant of Grace, then it
is promifed for there is nothing peculiar given to
men by virtue of that Covenant, which is not pro-
mifedinit. .

- But
pofe : That the diftrefsful cafe is mentioned ih Mat. xi. 28. not
as 2 cundition cither of the perfon’s right te the blefling, or of
his right to come for it,~but to point him out as it were by
name, and. invite him to come to Chrift for. free falvation. He
jultly reprefents the finner- as under a fatal miftake, when he-
attempts to apprapriate the promifed bleffing, not becaufe it is
freely offercd, but hecaufe he has fomething to offes for it
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But if they fay that the condition is promifed,

then we atk, Whether it be promifed abfolutély

or conditionally. If they fay it is promifed ab-
folutely, they yield the matter in gueftion; for '
what is promxfed abfolutely, cannot, with any
propriety, be called a condition required: of us.
1" they fay it is promifed conditienally, the que-

. fion recurs, Whether this fecond. conditien be pro-

mifed abfolutely or conditionally ? 1f it {hould be
anfwered, Conditionally, it may be ftill. afked,
How the third condmon is protmfed and fo on
without end.

6. It feems abfurd to reprefent fa:th as a con-
dition neceffary to warrant the application of the
promifes to ourfelves, not only becaufe faith is
promifed bleffing, but alfo becaufe, properly fpeak-
ing, it is itfelf the only application of the promifes
to ourfelves as yea and amen in Chrift. This is
undoubtedly the fcriptural notion of faving faith ;
but when people confider faith as a condition of
the application of the promifes to ourfelves, they
muft either have a quite different notion of faith,
or they make faith the condition of itfelf; the ap-
plication of the promifes, the condition of our ap- .
plication of them; our receiving of a gift, the

condition of our receiving it*! -
We.

# To fiy that the grant of Chrift and all his falvation in the
-promife is not free and unconditional, becaufe what is thus
graoted cannot be: aGually poffefled and enjoyed unlefs it be
believed, or, in other words, received, is to fay in effedt, that
there never was, nor can be any fuch thing as a free gift or un-
conditional. grant of any thing ; for no gift can be fo free, no
grant fo abfolute, but, in the very nature of the thing, a man
muft accept, before he can a@ually enjoy the benefit of it. Mz’
‘Wirson’s Paleman’s Creed Revicwed and Exammcdo vol. ii.

P 63.
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We fhall only add, that the new fcheme of gof-
pel conditional promifes, no more excludes boaft- -
ing than- the conditional promife of the Covenant
of Works did. Becaufe, according to the former
as well as the latker, it is our compliance with the
terms or conditions that entitles us to-the promifed
blefling ; fo that, according to both fchemes, the
reward is of debt. The commeon pleas, that it is
net merit, but the free grace of God, that makes
fach an a& or fuch a qualification a condition of
falvation ; that what is required as a condition is
eafily complied with; that this compliance is not
of ourfelves, that it is the .gift of God; that « hum- .
bling fenfe of our unworthinefs, and of our unpre.
fitablenefs to God, belongs to our performance of
the condition ; are of no avail to diftidguifh their
new aofpel-covenant from the Covenant of Works :.

- for it is very obvious, that-all thefe things belong.

ed to the Covenant of Works, as it was made with

. upright Adam. For who can deny that it was

not merit, but the free grace of God, which-made
Adam’s abftaining from the fruit of the tree of
knowledge of good and evil, the condition, by the

. ebfervation of which-he was to fecure eternal life

to himfelf and all his pefterity.; that there was no-

* imaginable condition eafier to be complied with ;.
“and yetif he had aftually complied, he ought to

have afcribed his doing fo wholly to the upholding
grace of God, acknowledging his weaknefs as a
creature, his infignificance before God, who is glo-
rious in holinefs, and his unprofitablenefs to Him.
who is infinitely blefled in and of himfelf. So that

* fo long as perfons are ftanding upon conditions, to

be found in themielves, whether fuppofed to be
mamed.‘
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OF SAVING FAITH. 69
atmined by nature or grace, as giving them a right
or claim to Chrift or his falvaton, all the moft
humbling acknowledgments and mortifying exer-
cifes in the world, will not exempt them from the
charge of perfifting in the curfed attempt of re-
building the old Jericho of the broken Covenant
of Works. The evil of this fcheme, though it has
ofteri been folidly evinced, both in preaching and'in
writing, is flill very little attended. to by church- -
members : it is,. however, a bitter root; and is at

- the bottom of that decline of the life and power of

godlinefs, which at this day is matter of mourning
and lamentation with all the true chxldren of
Zion. T

Thus, the gafpel, properly taken, is to be care-
fully diftinguifthed from the law. But it is allow-
ed that the word Gofpel, is fometimes to be taken
in a large fenfe, which includes the law ; that is,
it is fometimes to be underftood as comprehending
the whole gofpel-difpenfation, not only what is
properly the doftrine of the gofpel, but all the.
do&rine of the law, as being fubfervient to'the
gofpel. ~According to this difpenfation, there is a
twofold fubfervwncy of the law.
- 1. Asitisa covenant of works, it fets before
us the finfulnefs and mifery that we are under as
the children of the/firl Adam ; in whom we finned
and died. As it reveals the wrath of God from
heaven againft all ungodlinefs and unrighteoufnefs
of men, and declares us all dead men, it is the great
mean which ‘the Holy Spirit makes ufe of in
awakening us to a true fenfe of our loft and un-
done condition. It may be faid to fbut us up to

the gofpel way of relief, as it difcovers the vamt;;
' O
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of all other ways. It proclaims, with tertible end
inflexible feverity, its high and extenfive demands,
and our utter inability to anfwer them. It pro-
elaims us naked and deflitute of any juftifying
righteoufnefs, and that we muft continue fo for
ever, unlefs we receive that righteoufnefs which
was finifhed upon Mount Calvary. :

3. Our Lord Jefus, having in his flefh perfely
fulfilled the law as a covenant or condition of life,
(in which fenfe, through his fulfilment of it, belie-
vers are dead to it), ftill enjqins it on them as the
rule of their thoughts, words, and altions. In this
injunion all his authority as King in Zion is dif-
played; and their compliance with it, is fecured by
the promife of the New Covenidnt : I will put my
law in their inward parts, cnd write it. in their
Bearts. The law, in this view, is greatly fubfers
vient to the gofpel, as, by fetting it before his peo-’
ple in his word and ordinances, and by writing it
on their hearts, he makes them partakers of that
leading and unfpeakably precious benéfit of the
Covenant of Grace, fan&ification. Therefore we
are to meditate on the law of the Lord night and
day, mourning for whatever is oppofite to it in our
hearts and ways, being deeply concerned that the
grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift may be with us, to
‘conform us more and more to this pure and per-
fe&t rule. Whoever negleds the fludy of 'confor-
mity to the law. in heart and life, is undoubtedly
* flighting and defpifing the gofpel.

Thus the term Gofpel, is fometimes ufed in a
large fenfe, for the gofpel-difpenfation ; including
not only the gofpel properly fo called, but alfo, in
fubferviency thereto, the do&titie of the law, both

' ‘ as
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as 3 covenant and as a rule of life. But it is ne-
ceffary to remember, that we cannot ufe the law
s we ought, in fubferviency to the gofpel, unlefs
we underfland and maintain the diftin@tion be-
tween them. The confounding and blending of
them has been a moft fatal fource of error and
corruption in the Chriftian Church. The divine
truth, with refpe to tlus dlftméhon, thone with

" peculiar luftre in the mermng of the reformation

from Popery, and had a principal fhare in difper-
fing the deep fhades of error and fuperftition, which
had fo long overfpread the face of the vifible
church. It ‘was Luther’s favourite theme; and he
was often at a lofs for wards to exprefs the fenfe
he had of its importance. He reckoned it one of
the moft neceflary qualifications of a minifter of
the word, to be able to diftinguith rightly between
the law and the gofpel. ¢ It fecmeth,” fays he,
% to be a light matter to mingle the law and the
« gofpel, faith and works, together; but it does
# more mifchief than man’s reafon can conceive.
¢ It not only clouds and darkens the gofpel, bur
« overthroweth- it utterly, taking away Chrift,
¢ with all his benefits.”

We have dwelt the longer upon this part of our
fubjed, in regard that oar view of the dire& a&:
of faith muft be according to our view of the ro-
-cord of God concerning his Son Jefus Chrift.- '

We come now to.confider the a& of favmg fa:th;
«or to inquire what fort of a perfuafion it is.

Firft, We obferve, that it is a perfuafion wrought
"in our hearts by the fupematnral opei'ation of the
Holy Spirit, - Faith s fuch a recciving of . the

things
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things of the Spirit of God, as natural men are in.
capable of, £Cor. ii. 14.; to fach the.gofpel is hid,
2 Cor. iv. 3.; to fuch Chrift crucified, is a root
Jpringing out of a dry ground, baving no form nor
comelz'neﬁ, 1fa. liii. 2. ~Nay, the mind of man, by
nature, is full of enmlty againft the Lord and
againtt his Chrift, Ronr. viii. 7. 1 Pet. ii. 4. Hence
the Scriptures reprefent, as neceflary to the. pro-
du&ion of faving faith, not only the- outward pro-
pofal of God’s record concerning his Sorn Jefus
Chrift, but alfo the fupernatural teaching, and illa-
mination of the mind ; together with a difplay of
_almighty and irrefiftible power in drawing us,
Mat. xvi. 17. John vi. 44, 45. 2 Thef. i. 1. Eph.
' i.19. And faith is' reprefented as our feeing the
Son in a fpecial ‘and fupernatural manner. = John
vi. 40. This is the will of bim that fent me, that
every one who feeth the Som, and belicvetd on bim,
may bave everlafling life. Heb. ii. 9. We fee Fe-
Sus, who was shade a little lower than the angels, for
the fuffering of death, crowned with glar_y and ho-
-mour: ‘This faith is not of ourfelves, it is the gift
of God: not a natural gift, as 2’ common benefit,
which the ungodly may partake of ; but a fuper-
natural gift, which comes to us in virtue of the
New. Covenant, as a propér fruit or effe&t of Chrift's
purchafe. It ss given us, in the bebalf of Cbrift, to
believe on bim, Phil. i. 29. The Holy Spirit, is
called the Spirit of Faith, becaufe the working of
faith in our hearts is peculiarly afcribed -to him as
the applier of the purchafed redemption, Joha
xvi, 14. He /ball glorify me; for ke Jball receive
o mine, asd fbew it unte you. 'We fhould be much
in dus sonfideration, that however near Ghrift cru-
cified
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c#fied be brought to us in the outward difpenfation

of the word, yet we cannot get the leaft faving
fight of him, till the Lord the Spirit open our eyes.
It is proper exercife for a gofpel hearer to be fay-
ing with blind Bartimens, Lord, that I may receive
my fight. ¥

Secondly, We obferve, that it is a fure perfua.
fion. Grounded on the word of God, and wrought
in us by the Spirit of God, it muft carry m it a
real affurance. It is our feeing the light of God's

word in the light of his Spirit. The language of

faith is net, we are almoft perfuaded, as Agrippa
faid ; but we are fully perfuaded ; or, as the Apo-~
ftles exprefled themfelves, we believe, and are fure,
that thou art the Chrif}, the Son of the living God =
we believe that, through the grace of our Lord Yefus
Chrift, we fball be faved. The doubts of falvation
by Ghrift, which often fadly preva:l in believers,
are to be afcribed to remaining unbelief, legality,
and other corruptions ; and are carefully to be dif-
tinguithed from the nature of faith: for, true and

faving faith evidences affurance to be its nature, -

by wreftling, according to its meafure, againft all
thefe doubts ; and by its never failing to overcome
them at laft. '

Tbirdly, It is an appropriating perfuaﬁon ora
belief of the gofpel-record, with application to
ourfelves in particular. It is a perfuafion that
Chrift is ours, for all the purpofes of juftification
and falvation, upon no other ground than the gof-
pel-grant. None can have this perfuafion with-
out being actually put in poffeflion of Chrif, of
his nghteoufnefs and falvation.” Thus, no pegfon,
in bchcvmg that Chrift is &7 Saviour in particu-

. G lar,
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Iar, his righteoufnefs and firength, upon the ground
of the gofpel-grant,can be deceived or difappoint-
ed ; becaufe the Lord affures every believer, that
it fhall-be to him according ta his faith. Sinners,
we call you, or rather Chrift himfelf calls you, to be-
lieve that he is yours, his righteoufnefs and falva-
tion yours, by God’s grant thereof in the gofpel *.
And herein you are not called to believe a lie :
But you are aflured, that whofoever of you all, be
his cafe and charafer what it will, is enabled to
make, fuch an appropriation of Chrift to himfelf,
fingly upon the ground of the gofpel-grant, fhall
nat be athamed ; bat fhall find that, in_believing,
he is become an a&ual partaker of Chrift, and of
his whole falvation: Whofoever, believeth Thall
not be athamed. -

DIS.-

* He calleth you:—¢ Go then unto him, I befeech you;
¢ and if he come and meet you, (as his manner is), then do not
¢« you unadvifedly fay with Peter, Depart from me; for T am
¢ a finful man, O Lord, Luke v. 3. But fay in plain terms, O
¢ come unto me, for I am a finful man, O Lord. Yea, go on
¢ further, and fay, as Luther bids you, Moft gracious Jetus
¢ and fweet Chrift, I am a milerable poor finner, and there-
¢« fore do judge myfelf unworthy of thy grace; but yet I ha-
¢ ving learned from thy word, that thy {alvation belongeth to
“ fucha one, therefore do I come unto thee, to claim that right,
« which, through thy gracious promife, belongeth unto me.*
AMarrow of Modern Divinity, Ch. IL Seét. iii. § 3.
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]

DISCOURSE 1.’
1 Jonn iii. 23. -

This is bis commandment, That ‘we foould BELIEVE
on the name of bis Son JEsus CHRiST,

MANY and varions are the artifices which Sa-
tan employs to darken or obfcure the glorious gof-
pel of Chrift, who is the image of God, and to
hinder its light from fhining in our hearts. - Some
He feduces to the embracing of grofs herefies; as
in the cafe of thofe who, with Socinus; reject the
dxvxmty and fatisfattion of -Chrift, or, with Pel4-
gius and Arminius, deny the effetual and vidori-
ous operations of his grace and Spirit upon the
fouls of men. For thofe, agam, who maKe a gé-
neral profeffion of the truth, in oppoﬁnon to thefe
abominable errors, he has more fubtle' fchemes and
deviations from' the truth of the gofpel: which,
though they feem, at fiift, but trivial, and differ-
ing little but in explicitnefs of expreffion from the
do&rine that we have learned, yet fecretly tend
to enervate and reduce all that ferves to diftinguith
it from the do@rine of Papiits and Arminians, to
a mere nothmg Thus, many infit on the necef-
fity of comving to and improving him by faithy
who will by no' means allow, that the gofpel af-
fords every poor ﬁnncr of mankind that hears it,
an immediate and a fufficient warrant to truft in
the promifes, grounded upon the law-magnifying
righteoufnefs of Chrift, for his own everlafting fal-

vatian, Bat their averfion to this manner of ex-
- Ga preffion.
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preflion (while they ufe many expreflions wbzch
sccording to the true fcriptural fenfe of them, im-
ply the fame do&rine) might appear no way dan-
gerous, did it not procetd from an unfcriptural
. notion of favmg faith, as not confiffing in the fin-
ner’s fiducial and applicatory perfuafion of God’s
secord concerning his Son, but in his compliance
with certain terms and. conditions prefcribed as
they fay, in the gofpel.

. This do&rine of conditions, (of whlch we have
already fpoken), as it is commonly underftood,
namely, as fignifying fome good- and commend-
able qualifications, exe,rcxfe, or attainments, the
confcionfnefs of which is neceflary, in order to
warrant a finner’stappropriation of Chrift cruci-
fied to himfelf, is, in truth, the very foul of Ar-
minianifm and Popery, or, in other words, of
that fcheme of juftification by the works of the
law, againft which the Apoftle employs fo much
zeafoning in the epiftles to the Romans and the
Galatians. Hence the manifeft importance of
that part of our fubje® to which we now pro-
ceed which is, to fhew, .

That, in the dire& a& of faving faith, a perfon
appropriates Chrift crucified to himfelf, faying -
with the heart, I am verily perfuaded that Chrift
is mine, upon no other ground or warrant than
that of the free grant, which God is now making
of him to me in his'word of grace and promife.

Before we come to the argument, it feems ne.
ceﬂ'ary to.offer a few previqus obfervations, to ob-
viate fome common prejudxces on this fubject.

Co 1. We
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1. We are far from faying, that every one who'

profefles to hold this dofrine, with refpe& to

- faith’s appropriation of Chrift crucified, is*a true

believer. Perfons may hold this, as well as other
truths, in unrighteoufnefs. They may have evan..
gelical heads with legal hearts. Such is the ama-
zmg deceitfulnefs of the human heart, that o many
imagine that they have a perfuafion that Chrift is
theirs, upon a gofpel-foundation, whilft that which
they take for fuch a perfuafion is but a felfith no.
tion, grounded upon their own perfonal righteouf-

nefs, their knowledge, their outward church-pri- -

v1leges, their long ftanding, reputanon, and ufe-
fulnefs in the vifible church ; the frames they have

been wrought up to, and the refolutions they have -

taken ; their deep convitions, followed by com-
fortable feelings and enlargements. Nothing cam
be farther from what is here meant, than to re-
proach or difparage thefe things. Would to God,
that, being of the right kind, and kept in their:
proper place, they were more common in the vifi-

ble church. But what we condemn, is the vain

and impious attempt to invert the order of the
gofpel, by building the faith or hope of falvation
upon fuch things. This is.the cafe with thofe,
whatever their epinions or profeflions may be,
who have no felf-abafing fenfe of the blindnefs of
their minds, and the nataral enmxty of their hearts
againft the way of falvation revealed in the gof-
pel, and who do not feel their prefling need of the;:
enlightening and renewed work of the Holy Spi-
rit to make them difcern and take up with the

revealed warrant, which they have, in common. .

with others, to fay with the whole heart and with
G3 entire
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entire confidence, Chrift is mine, His whole falva.
tion is mine ; In the Lord bave I, a poor finner of
Adam’s family, righteoufnefs and firength. Faith
is not a notion, nor a profeflion of a notion ; but a
real feeing of the Son, and believing on him.

2. The appropriation of which I fpeak, is the
appropriation of a whole Chrift and of his whole
falvation to ourfelves. A perfuafion that Chrift

is mine for prefent pardon, and not mine for pre-.

fent fan&ification, is not faith, but a mere delu-
fion : Becaufe Chrift can be no otherwife received
by faith, than as he is given to us in the gofpel.
Chrift and his benefits are infeparable both in the
gofpel report and in”the appropriation of faith:
which correfpond with one another, as the im-
preffion on wax with the imprinting feal.

There are feveral mifreprefentations with re.’

fpc@ to the ground of this appropriation. The
firlt we take natice of, is that which makes parti-
cular ele@ion or particular.redemption the ground
of it. It is evident, that the ground of our faith

muft be fomething that may be known before or

in order to the at of faith : It muft be among the
things that are revealed, which belong to us and
to our children. But it is utterly unwarrantable
to feck the knowledge of our ele@ion, or of our
a&ual intereft in Chrift’s intentien to lay down his

life for his fheep, before or in order to our believing -

in his name ; becaufe, before the exercife and fruits
of faith, our ele@ion and intereft in Chrift’s inten-
tion when he laid down his life, are among the
fecret things which belong unto the Lord our
God: a prepofterous prying into which, is to be
regarded as an abominable temptation of Satan.

. Faith
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Faith looks dire@ly or immediately, not at all to

“what was in God’s fecret decree from eternity,

but to what is now revealed and prefented to u® -
in the gofpel. Again, this faith is grofsly mifre-
prefented, when it is faid to proceed upon any
fcheme of univerfai redemption ; which fuppofes,
that Chrift made reconciliation by his death for
many that are never to be reconciled ; or that he
laid down his life for others than his theep, for
many to whom he will not give eternal life. The
faith of which we fpeak, makes an application of
the death'of Chrift as that which, in itfelf, folly

- and infallibly fecures to us deliverance from wrath,

and eternal glory. But this is a faith for which
the fcheme of univerfal redemption affords no.
ground ; fince it is fuppofed that Chrift died: for
many that fhall never be faved, and that fome.
thing more than his death is neceffary to fecure-
any from the wrath which is to come. The fal-
vation, which univerfal redemption gives ground
for the faith of; is but a conditional and uncertain.
falvation: whereas that, which faving faith ap-
prehends in the free promife of the gofpel, is un.
conditional and abfolutely fure. Nor can the
ground of this appropriating faith be our expe-

. rience of any faving operation of the Holy Spirit.

in our fouls, or our conicioufnefs.of any divine
communication of {upernatural light, or- power.
to believe: for there ean be no real experience,
or confcionfnefs of any fuch communication but -
in or after believing. Thus, when our Lord
commanded the man who had the withered
hand, to ftretch it out, he could have no.expe-
sience of the frepgth imparted to him for that

purpofe,
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purpofe, but in or after his a& of ftretching it
out. In believing, we proceed upon the fame
ground upon which that man proceeded, namely,
the call of the Lord Jefus. In fhort, the ground
of this appropriation is utterly mifreprefented,
~_when it is faid to be any good or commendable
qualifications in our fouls, or, indeed, any thing
peculiar ‘or not to be found in other finners ; for
we are to come to Chrift, or, in other words, to
make a behevmg application of him and all his
benefits to ourfelves, as_miferable finners, having
nothing in ourfelves to dxﬁmgmfh or give us a

better claim to him and his falvation than other ;

finners of the human race.

4. The appropriating perfuafion or affurance,
which we hold to be in the nature of faving faith,
1s carefully to be diftinguifhed from the knowledge
of our being belicvers, and already in a ftate of
grace. For, though the mind muft ever be confci-
ous of its own a&; yet whether that aét be fuch
as has the particular nature 'and properties of fa-
ving faith, cannot be known but by refleion,
That knowledge is to be afcribed to the fhmmg of
the Holy Spirit upon his own blefled work in the
foul, whereby he caufeth us to fee that it bears the
marks given in the word of that which is faving.
This knowledge is ufually attained in the diligent
'qfe of means, particularly of felf-examination.
They feem to fpeak with the greateﬂ accuracy,
who call it, the aflurance of fenfe. The affurance

of faith arifes from the fingle view of what is con-

tained in the word of God ; the.affurance of fenfe
from the joint view of his word without us, and of
hls work within us,” Th: lzmguage of faith is,

Thus.
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Thus he hath fpoken ; the language of fenfe, Thus
ke hath done. . 4
"

Having premxfed thefe thmgs, we proceed tcr
fate the fcriptural evidence of this truth, That
there is an appropyiation of Chrift crucified to our-
felves in the nature of faving or ]uﬂ:tfymg faith. ..

What we propofe in this difcourfe is to thew,
that, as faving faith is that which correfponds with

" God’s record concerning his Son; fo the only

faith which correfponds with that record, isthat

. which includes in it a perfon’s appropriation of

Chrift, and his whole falvation, to himfelf in par-
ticular,

The former part of this ptopoﬁtxon, we hope,
will not be difputed. At leaft it muft be fuffici-
ent to refer to that definition of a believer. which
we have in John iii. 33. He tbat receiveth bis tef-
timony, bath fet to bis feal that God is true. '

As to the latter part of the propofition, we thall -
now proceed to thew, that the faith which corre=
fponds with the gofpel-record in each of the views
in which we confidered it in the former difcourfe,
muft be fuch an appropriating perfuafion as faving
faith has been afferted to be.

1. This record is 2 declaration that there. is no
falvation in any other than Chrift crucified : Now,
the faith that correfponds with this declaration
muft carry in it, that the perfon has no hope or
confidence of falvation but what he has in Chrift
crucified ; and therefore if he may have this faith,
without any perfuafion of his own falvation by
Chrift crucified, he may have it without any hope
er confidence of falvation at all; he may have xté

: . an
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and yet fink in.difpair’; which is abfurd. When
the people of God renounce their idols, fuch as
chariots and horfks, riches, beauty, ftrength, felf-
nghteoufnefs they transfer whatever conﬁdencethey

placed in thefe vanities toa Gdd in Chrift. Now,

it is evident, that their confidence in thefe vanities
snclided in'it an appropriating perfafion, however
ill-grounded, of their fafety ‘and happinefs as there-
by fecared, Job xxxi. 24, 25. If I bave made gold
my Izop‘, orbave faid to the fine gold, Thosm art my
. confidence : if I rejoiced becanfe my wealth was great,
and becaufe mine band bad gotten much. Hofea xiv.
. 3. Afour foall not faveus, we will not ride upon
, .50)12':, neither will we fay any more to the work of
our bands, Ye are our gods.  Luke xviii. 9. He
Spaké' this pamb?e to certain who trl(ﬂed in them-
Jeboes' that théy were righteous: Now, what muft
‘be the Ianguage of this regard that had been blaf-
phemoufly given to idols; when transferred from
them' to the Lord Chrift, to Whom aloné it be-
: IOngs ? It muft be to this purpofe, A'God in Chrift
is mj God, my couﬁdence, in whom'alone I will
fejoice. I truft in ‘Chrift, that I am righteons
through Hhis righteoufnefs imputed to me. Hence
we find the people of God in Scripture, ftill ac-
companying ‘theit renumciation of creature confi-
dences with profeffions of their confidence in the
Lord as their God, 2 Chron, xx. 12. 0 our God, wilt
‘thou not Judge them 2 We have no might againft this
&reat company that cometh againft us : neither know
we what to do ; but our eyes are upon thee. Jer. iii.
23. Truly in vain is falvation boped Jor from the
bills, and from the multitude of mountains : truly in
tbe Lord our God is the Jglvation of Ifrael. Dan. ix.
18,

C e ————— c—
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18. We do mot prefent our fuppliéations before thee

Jor our righteoufneffes, but for thy- great. merciess

Phil. iii. 9. Not baving mine dwn righteoufuefs,

which 1s of the law, but that which is tbrougi the

faith of Chrift, the righteoufnefs wbmb is qf God 6y
Saith.

2. The gofpel-record is-an exhibition of Chrxﬂ:
crucified to every finner of mankind, as an all-fuf-
ficient Saviour. If a traveller, ready to faint with
hunger, comes into a houfe, and the head of the
family, being acquainted with his condition, caufes
proper food to be fet before him ; if the traveller,
knowing the head of the family to be an honeft
man, and of a generous hofpitable difpofition ; has
alfo heard him declare, that the food fet on the
table was for the ufe of hungry travellers, who
might have nothing wherewith to purchafe a meal ;
furely the traveller, having a due efleem for that.
perfon’s charadter and word, and of the provifion
fet before him, will be fully perfuaded that he has -
a right to the immediate ufe of the food for his
prefent refrefhment. In like manner, while the
fioner fees himfelf to be an outcaft, ready to perith,
he may fay, I am perfuaded Chrift Jefus is fet forth
to me, as baving affumed the human nature into
perfonal union with his divine perfon, and as hav-
ing, therefore, become the elder brother and kinf-
man-redeemer of mankind finners ; 1 am perfuad-

" ed, that the fatisfaétion or furety-righteoufnefs of
Chrift is fet forth, as, in its intrinfic nature, full
payment of my debt to the law and juftice of God : -
Iam perfuaded that the offices of Chrift, as fet,
forth in the gofpel, afford all that deliverance flom
ignorance, guilt, and fpiritual bondage, which I

- infinitely
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infinitely need : I am perfuaded, that the perfons
whofe Saviour Chrift is, for whom he fuffered and
died, are defcribed in terms that ate as applicable
to me as to any other of mankind; he being call-
ed the Saviour of the world ; he having fuffered
the juft for the unjuft; havmg died for the ungod-
1y, for ememies: I am convinced that the Lord
hath put the Bible into my hands, and that his
.minifters are called and fent according to the rule
of his word, on purpofe to fet before me this all-
fufficient and fuitable Saviour : I remember, too,
that he who makes fuch an -exhibition of Jefus
Chrift, his only begotten Son, to me a poor finner,
is a2 God who delighteth in mercy ; this exhibition
of Chrift, being particularly for the praife of the
glory of his grace, which provides all that is here
exhibited, fregly. Upon thefe. grounds I am per-
fuaded, That Chrift is my Saviour ; nor can I, with-
out cafting reproach upon the wifdom, faithfulnefs,
and mercy of God in fetting him forth, entertain
any doubts about my juftification and falvation
through bis name. We have many examples in .
Scripture of fuch an appropriating faith being
grounded upon the all-fufficiency of  the name, of
the power, of the 'mercy, of the loving-kindnefs of
God in Chrift, Plal. ix. 10. Tbey that know thy
name will put their trqﬂ ¢n thee. ' Dan. iii. 17.
Our God whom we [ferve is able to deliver us from
the burning fiery furnace, and be will deliver us out
of thine bands, O king. Rom.iv, 20, 21. Abra-
bam was firong in fuith, giving glory to God, being
fully perfuaded that what be bad promifed be was able
to perform. Plal. xxxvi. 7. How excellent is thy
lovmg-émdaeﬁ, O God! thersfore do the children of
p men
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itnen put their truft under the fhadow of 1by Wwings,
Tt is a fweet name that was revealed to Abraham, ¥
-dm God Almighty ; or, as it'might be read, il
JSufficient. His all- fufﬁcxency for the falvation of
finners, could not be feen in dll the law, nor in all
the works of the old creation: It could no where
be feen but in Chrift; in Him whofe name is THE
LORD OUR KIGHTEOUSNESS. ‘Whoever gets a fpi-

" ritual difcernment of “this all-fufficiency in Chrift,
will fee grount to fay unto God, in' the language -
6f an appropriating faith, Thow art my fbield-andl
exceeding great reward. '

3. In this record of God concerning his Son,
there is a free gift and grant of Chrift crucified,
-and of eternal life in him, to fintders of mankind.
‘We may endeavour ‘to ‘reprefent ‘the ‘manner of
the gramt “in a ‘fimile. Suppofe that a great and
.generous Printe had 1made a "gramt to a certain
«clafs of perfons, therein déferibed, of large eftates,
dncluding all things fuitable to their condition;
-and'had publicly declared, that whofoever of -the
petfons fo deferibed would believe fuch an eftite,

~in virtue-of the grant now ‘mentioned, to be his

-own, Thoild not be difappointed, but fhould im-
mediately enter upon the poffeffion of ‘the-granted .
eftate, according to the order fpecified in the-grant 2
Suppofe 100, that the royal donor -had -given the
grant'in wrmng, and had added his feal, and his:
oath, and his gracious ‘invitation, and his moft ear«
neft entredty, and ‘his authoritative command, to
induce the perfons, ‘defcribed in the grant, to ac-.
cept of it:—It is {evident, that any-one-of thefe
perfons, having had accefs to read or hear the grant,
auft either be verily perfuaded -that the granted

H <flate
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eftate is his own, or be chargeable with an attempt
to bring difhonour upon the goodnefs, the vera-
city, the power, and authorxty, of the donor; on
account of which attempt he is liable not only to
be debarred for ever from the granted eftate, but
to fuffer a moft exemplary and tremendous pu-.
nifhment.

We have thewn already, that God hath made a
free and unconditional grant of Chrift and his
whole falvation. Indeed, whatis the preaching
. of Chrift as crucxﬁed dead, rifen, afcended, and

interceding within the veil, but a proclamauon of
this grant? For the preaching of Chrift is by no
means (what fome have fuppofed) one’s ngmg a
recital of certain fafls *, but rather his endeavour-
ing to ﬂ:ew how aH tbe great and precious pro-
mifes are in Chrift Yea, and in him Amen, to the.
glory of God by us. The birth, life, death, re-
furre@ion, and afcenfion of Chrift, do not conflitute
the gofpel, or glad tidings of great joy to finners
of Adam’s family, as naked hiftorical faéls, but as
conne&ed with -the promife of parden- and ever-
lafling falvation : -according to the example of the
Apoftle’s preaching : Ads xiii. 34. A+ concerning
that be raifed bim zp Srom the dead, now mo more
. o return to corruptzon, ke fuid on this wife, I will
giva you the fure mercies of David : v. 37, 38. He
whom God raifed from the dead, faw no coriup- .
tion : Be it known unto you, therefore, men and
bretbren, that through this man 1s preacked unte
you the forgivenefs of fins. Ch.v.31. Him bath
God zxalted with bis right band, to be a Princeand a

Saviour, -

# See MrWllfon‘a Patemon’s Greed,‘Rmewed and Examin-
e, Vol. L,
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Saviour, to give repentance unto Ifrael, and the
Sorgivenefs of fins. - Thus, to preach the three
offices of Chrift, is to fhew how, in’ thefe offices,
the promifes are all yea and amen to us: how we
have the procuring of all the promifed bleffings in

- his prieftly office; the faving knowledge of thefe

bleflings in his prophetical; and the aftual commu-
nication of them in his kingly.

Now, what is the dire& a& of faith which corre-
fponds with the free unconditional grant of Chrift
and 'is falvation, which is made to finners of man-
kind in great and-precious promifes ? Surely the lan-
guage of fuch a faith muft be to this purpofe : Faith.
ful is he who hath promifed ; he will do as he hath
faid; God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is
in his Son. We are not to wait for any recommend-
ingor predifpofing qualifications, but are immediate-
1y-to apply to ourfelves the benefit of Chrift’s birth,
death, refurrefion, afcenfion, and interceffion, made
over in the abfolutely free’ promife to fuch as be-
long to the world of mankind finners, who are de- -
fcribed as unjuft, lott, rebellious, ftout-hearted, and
far from righteoufnefs *. " For thus it is written in

: H 2 : ) the
* This is agre:ab‘e to the definition of faith,. ngen in the firft
part of the Marrow of Modern Divi mny, Ch. IL Sed. iii. §z “  As
Paul and Silas faid to the jailor, fo fay I unto you, Believe oa the
Lord Jefus Chrift, and thou fhalt be faved ; that is, Be verily per-
fualed in your heart, that Jefus Chrift.is yours; that you thall hyve

life and falvation by him; and that whatfoever he did for the re-
demption of mankind, he did it for you.” This treatife, when men

" come to relifh the genuine gofpel of Chrift, the florms of Neonomi.
‘an and Baxterian rage being over, will be found to be aconcife

but judicious declqration, of thofe articles of Bible-do&riné, which
Luther, Calvin, and others of our firft reformers, ufed chiefly to,in-
fift on; and the preaching of which they found moft effetual for
promoting that blefl:d work of reformation they wese engaged iny.
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- the facred record : We bave feen and do teflify, that

the Jather fent the Son.in the charaller of the Sawi-
our of the world. It is a faitbful faying, and wor-
tby of all acceptation, That Fefus Chrift came into.
the world to fave finners. The Son of man came. to.
Jeek and fave that whith was b, Hefu uffered far
fnus, the juft One for the unjufl, that. be might bring
us to God. He afcended on. bigh, be led captivity
captive, be received gifts for men, yea, even for the-
rebellious.  Hearken unto me, e, Sout-bearted, that
are far ﬁ'om righteoufnefs ; I bring near my righte-
oufnefs ; it foall not be far off, and my fulvation
JBall not tarry.. Each of us fhould be fetting to.
our feal that God.is true; faying, Thefe are faith-
£ul words, worthy of all acceptation, and of my
acceptation in particular. Here I fee, that they, to-

~ whom the promifes are direéted, are finners, unjuft,

rebellious, -flout-hearted, and far' from righteouf-
nefs : and. therefore I, being fuch in myfclf, am:
hereby fully warranteq to confider them as dire@}-
ed to me: therefore it-fhall henceforth, through
- grace, ‘be my concern to-doubt ne langer, but to
reft on thefe promifes as in Chrift Yea, that is, be-
langing to me, and Amen, that is, fure to be per-
formed. I acknowledge, that the promife asin.

- Chrift, meets with no other reception from -my dé-

praved nature, than,that of hcing difbelieved and
sejefled.. But there is hope in Ifracl concerning
this thing, in regasd. that faith. itfelf, or fecunty
agamﬁ the dominion of unbelief and: doubtmg,

in the promife : In bés name /lmll the Gentiles truff.
Thou fbalt call me Ifbi, that is, My bufband. F
will. f ay, It is my people ; and they /ball Ja ]. The .

Zord is my God,.
Ag
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+-Asthe grantiis’ pecuhaﬂy op bﬁ& t6‘otir cot=
fmpted natare, and pamculai'ly- to the legal bias of .
Yhe hesrt, ‘and to what we-are 'naturall'y protie to
‘confider as the ofily rationd] Way of atta?mng any
good thing a at the hand of God, that i3, not by be-
Heving, bist by doing; a gteat vafiety of meansate
-eniployed to bring us to this appropriating petfira-
*ion, ind to render our unbelief more mexcufable
The Lord urges us with much 1mportun1ty, 10 aca
~cept of the free grant of eternal lifé'in his Son Je-
fus Chrit. 'He invites, entreats, commands us tor
receive it. - He confirms it with his oath, and puts
his feal to it in the facraments of Baptifm and the
‘Lord’s fupper. - He déclares that nothing is more
pleafing or glonfymg to him, than our belief 6f
this grant. On the other haid, when the dxfbelxef
of it prevalls in his own people, it is pecuharly
grieving to his Holy Spirit, as being dxre&ly op-
pofite to his' favm‘g work 3 of which it is'a printi-
pal part to convince them of this bleffed "grint.
As to others, their reje&tion of i it will not’ only e:'t-
clude them from the bleffings it conVeys, but will
make their damnation” far miore. intolerable than:
that of the heathens, who never heard of it,
“This grant was formally made to the ~c:hlId_ren of
Ifrael, and is now made to us, in the preface of the
- ten commandments: I am the Lord thy God, who
bave brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of
the boufe of bondage. In order to the tight under-
ftanding of this deciaratnon, we obferve, that it i
the fame revelation of the cevenant of grace which.
God made to Abraham, Haic, and ]acob. It ig
~what the Apofile calls ¢be go/pel which was preache
«d to Abrabam, and which is now preached to us.
H3 Gentiles,.
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. Grengiles, Thxs declaration was made to the whole-
_people of Ifrael,, and is ﬁ;ll made to all the merg-
bers of the vifible.church, in fuch a manaer, as to
afford each,of them—as, full 3 revealed warrant to
believe it, with:application to. himfelf, as the pa-.
triarch, Abrahamyhimfelf had. In this preface the-
Lord is faying. usto us, Be. it known-uato you,.
. members. of my vifible church, whofe deliverance-
_from Pagan, Mahometan, or Popith darkpefs, is.no.
lefs wonderfal than that.of Ifrael out of the land of
Egypt, out of the houfe of bondage, that I am now
- making the fame gift and grant of myfelf to each of:
© yous to thee, gpan, to thee, woman; which I made-
to my:fervant: Abrabam :- I faid to him, and I fay:
to thee, I am thy God, I am thy fhield, thy exceede
ing great reward.. Wi bofmgr belieyeth [ball noks
ke afbameds.

Thtus«not 2 condmc)nal but an abfolutely free:
grant: It is as if he had faid, I am not now ma-.
king a propofal of becoming thy God, upon con..
dition of fomemarel good to be found in thee or:
«dope by thee: ButI, Jehoyah, am pleafed, in the
fovereignty of my grace, to.make a gift-and grant.
of myfclf to be thy, God; withous-the fajth- of thig. -
grant it:is. impoffible to pleafe me,, or to yield-ac-.
septable obedience to any, ofimy commands. Awe -

. eording.to the cavenant of works, doing or perfe&
qbpdlex\ce was, to go before, in arder that man-
. m:ght ‘have a covenant nght or claim to Ged ag
bis God oz everlafting portion., But:according to.
the covenant, of grace, our.covenant nght or claim
to God as.our God. or everlaﬁmg portion, appre.
Rended by an appropriating faith, goes before all:
_agseptable doing or obedience to his commands.,
: : Aun.




. OF SAVING FAITH:. | ar
48n evangelical performance of duty, - is not at al
#n order to, but neceffarily pte-fuapofw,_ hig h{ng '

.our God in Chrift. . ‘
~ This preface, and'the fongwmg,commanqunts,
Bemg addrefled to.the fame perfon or perfans, (as:
i evident. from -the conneltion),, affords -every .
‘member of the vifible church the fame ground ta
_make an‘applmatmn of both to himfelf, .And,.
indeed, there is no genuine. or fingle regard to-the
_authority-or. glory of God.in any of his command-
ments, without that appropriating perfuafion. whiche
correfponds with this preface ; without a real per-
fuafion, that God is our God and Redeemer in-
Chrift, Teaching men ta attempt obedience to.
any of the commands, without, dxre&mg thera to-
know and believe. what' is. contained: in. the pree
face, tends to the fubverfion of all. true holinefs, -,

It would remowe a. great prejudice againft the
appropriating perfuafion of which-we fpeak, if
every gofpel-hearer would confider. that, the Lord'
Chrift fpeaks as partxcularly to him, as if he fpoke
to him. alone ; whether. it be in_the.law for his.
convilion, as when it is.faid,. Glﬁaz; thou. éq#
defiroyed- thyfeif :: How long. fball vain. thuughts.
bdge within thee? or in.the gofpel far. difcqveringg’
the way of relief; faying, Inme is-tby belp: Iiam
tbe Lord thy God: I am the Lord. that. bealetln
#ee ; I, that [peak-unto thee, am be.

If the whole word of the gofpel confifted of ge-
neral propofitions, like this, He that. believeth fball
8¢ faved, though even. in: that cafe there woukd:
ot be a folid ground:*, yet-there might-be fome-

# Becaufe ¢ this general " teftimoriy was- given' out, juft - fox

swery one’s faith to.make it particular to himfelf”
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rplauﬁble freﬁmce ‘ ¥or the - opnuon, ‘tBat favrng
faith’ i9énlyia generil perfutﬁon ‘of 4he! thercy’ of
God, and of Chrift’s ability and wxllrﬁgnefs t6 five
-thdfe thdt ‘eome to him. - ‘But when “the f.ord
fpesks'tousin the form of 2 free indefinite grant
and promife addrefled to eachi of G in-particular,.
wiith the cémmual “ufe of the perfonal’ prondutis,
Thou, Thee, ‘mee, it feems ﬁrange that it cin ad-
micd doubt Mt‘h any, t‘hat, in' our belfef 'of this
grknt, théreils an appropriation, which is exyrcﬂ'ed
"By ‘the eorrefponding pronouns, I, Me; Mine*.!

. 4. 'The récord of God concerning his Son J"e"us
Chrift, confidered as the ground of faving faithy is
the gofpel 'ad’ contra- drﬁmgmﬁtd from thelaw,
'Sahﬂg faith, though ‘it ‘fee to its feal that God'is
tite in- ‘alf that ke {peaks, can never refttit it
comé t6 the - gofpcl friftly taken. - Hére iis- the

'begmnmg of our confidence: Here is firm footing,

For etermty Here nothmgxs commanded. Here
'IS no new law’ requmng of us, faith, vepentance,.
or- any other previous condition: or ‘qualificationi.
’I'here s notlun here but the iafinite love and
mercy of God’ abounding to finniers of 'mankind
through the blood and nghteoufnefs of his beloved

Son, and revealed to us in free and abfolute pro-
o X . mrfes.
#* « The declarations and prques of the gofpel gre mgdg o
men. with relative words, or terms - fyited for applopqmpn s
fach® as, you, ,vaur, thou, t fw, thy : and when thefe enter the
-ear of faith, they immediately point out or fpecnfy the’ perfony
a8 all holding true of him in particular.——Whenever. the pers
fon is fpiritually Quickened, and thus brought to the bearing of
faith ; immediately the word of grace ftrikes the ear of faith,
“as ‘fpoken to him: and he credits it with terms of appropria-
tionjarme. .ory, mine?? ‘This, nnd’theprcccdmg note, are: taken
from the Prefeat Trith, Vol. IL Pages 199, 173%, -
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mifes. Here all things are of God, who-i is in
Chrift reconciling us to himfelf, not imputing ous
trefpafles to us. In the gofpel, thus underftood,
every one who is.enabled.to believe to the faving

" of his faul, beholds a fufficient, a prefent, an im-
mediate warrant, to make a fiducial application oF
his falvation te himfelf in particular.. '

It o may, tend to make the matter more plain,. tos
give a fpecimen, of the anfwers which the gofpel,
as contra-diftinguithed from the law, affords to the
objections: which a perfon under concern about his.’
everlafting falvation is apt to-offer againtt this fidu-
cial application.—If he fay, My fins are uncom-
monly heinous and aggravated, therefore I doubt
whether God will pardon them: We anfwer, If
thou meaneft God abfolutely confidered, or as he;
xeveals himfelf in the law, thou haft no ground to.
believe that he will pardon. the leaft of thy fins. -
But if thou fpeakeft of God, s he reveals himfelf
in the gofpel, a promifing Ged in,Chrift, thou canft-
not doubt of the forgiveneis of any of them, how.
ever great, without giving the lie to fuch words,
direfted to thee, as thefe: 1 John i. 7. Tbe blood:
of 3‘ efus Chrift bis Son, cleanfeth us from all fin.
Ifa. i. 18. Come and ket us reafon together, [aith the
Lord ;, thongh your fins be as fearlet, they /ball ke
white as fnow ; thaugh they be red like crimfon, they-
Jball be as wool, xliii, 25. F, even I, am. be that
blotteth out thy tranfgreffions for mine ewn fake,.
and will not. remember thy fins. According to the-
arder. of bleflings in the gofpel-promife, thou art
to believe the pardon of thy fins, as fondamentak
to thy enJoyment of other faving bleffings, fuch 25,
the wutmg of the law in thy heart, and the in-.
: creafing: .
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creafing knowledge of the Lord. Heb. viii. 15,
11, 2. 7his is the covenant that I will make with
the boufe of Ifraely that is, the vifible church, in-
cluding all thofe to whom the word of God comes,
After thofe days, faith the Lord, I will put my laws
“tnto their mind, and write them in their bearts ; and
I will be to them a God, and they fball be to me a
people ;- and they fhall not teach every man bis
ngbbour, and every man bis brotber, faying, Know
the Lord ; for all fball know me, from the leaft evens
to the greatefl. For, (the caufal particle here is

diligently to be oblerved), I will be merciful to

their ynrighteoufucfs, and their fins and their ini-
- quitics. will I yemember no more~If the perfon
fay, I muft find fomething promifing-like in my
" cafe, fome good defires and refolutions at leaft, be-

fore 1 may venture to apply fo comfortable a pro- .

mife to myfelf : We anfwer, That the gofpel,
‘ﬁn&ly taken, requireth nothing as a condition,
but is a free grant of Chrift, and his whole falva-
tion, to finners of mankind., None of thy defires
or_refolutions will be truly good, while thou be-
lieveft not the gofpel. Beware of going to the
law, for a condition to warrant thy application
of the gofpel ; rather let thy immediate applica-
tion of the gofpel, be thy preparation for eflaying
“obedience to the law as a rule of life. Thou canft

‘not take aright flep in the path of daty, till thy -

feet be thod with the preparation of the gofpel of
peace.—If the perfon fay, I do not find that God

" -fpeaks particularly to me inthe gofpel-promife :
We anfwer, That this is to deny that the gofpel

+is preached to thee ; though the Lord commiffions
‘his minifters 'to preach it to every creature, to
S : _every

3

)
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every man, to every woman, in every part of"
the world, to which Providence brings them.
Thou art one of the members of the vifible church’
to whom pertain the protmfes The Lord fpeaks
as particularly to thee as ever he did to any before
their actual believing.—If he fay, I may perifh; not-
withftanding this dire&ion of the promifes to me?
‘We anfwer, If thou ftill obftinately perfift in look-
ing into thyfelf, into thy exercifes or attainments,"
as neceflary to give thee a right to Chrift as thy
Saviour, and in refufing to give credit to God’s
promife and record concerning his Son : then the
law-covenant, which, in that cafe, retains its full
dominion over thee, and the threatenings of which
cannot fail to be executed at laft, condemns thee to’
everlafting deftru&tion. But the promife, believed”
with application to thyfelf in particular, cannot fail -
to be verified in thy experience ; for, whofoever be-
lieveth, fhall not be athamed.—If he fay, I have
not, as yet, that light which is neceffary to the a&
of behevmg We anfwer, Doft thou not know,’
that the gofpel is preached to .thee? Doft thoa
not underftand, that the gofpel is an abfolutely’
free grant of Chrift and his whole falvation to
finners of mankind, and to thee in particular? If
thou doft, thou haft light for the immediate exer-
cife of faith: If thou doft not, thou haft juft caufe
to fear, that thou art fhutting thine eyes upon the’
clear light fhining unto thee in the' word of thé
gofpel ; and that thou art hating the Lord’s inftruc-.
tion, and cafting his words behind thy back. It
is” true, the people of God have all a humbling
Lenfe of their fpivitual blindnefs ; but this they de-

: ﬁre
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‘ﬁre to lmprove as rather an incitement to the ith~
_ mediate exercife of faith in Chrift Jefus, as given td
‘be alight to the Gentiles and to open the blind
‘eyes, than as any-excule for the delay of it.—If he
fay, I have no ftrength to believe: We anfwer,
Doft thou mean that thou canft not help looking
“upon the gofpel-record concernmg Chrift, and the .
promxfe of eternal life in him, as a cunningly de-
vifed fable, affordmg no real Tecurity for what it
" promifes? Or is it not rather thy cafe, that, though
‘thou art troubled with no doubts of the truth of
the go[pel thou art entertaining a falfe notion of
the. gofpel agreeable to the legal bias of the heart,
that it is 2 new law, requiring faith and repentance
.as terms or conditions, the performance of which
ds neceffary to give thee a Tight to lay claim to the
.good of the promife : Thus, when thou complain-
‘¢ft that thou canft not believe, thy meaning is, not
that thou canft not believe the gofpe’l-grant ‘to be
" true, but that thou canit not do or acquire fome-
- thing - which thou :conceiveft ‘neceffary to entitle
.thee to what is therein granted; not confidering
that thisfgrant is free and unconditional, and that
believing, as it is the mean of our pofleflion of pre-
mifed bleflings, is always oppofed to deing, and te
.every appearance of it : which is What the Apoffle
teacheth, - when he oppofes our feeking righteouf-
nefs by faith; to our feeking it, as it were, by the
works ‘of the law, Rom. ix. 32. But a real hum-
bling fenfe of our utter inability to ‘believe, and of
fuch a prevalence of darknefs and enmity in the
heart, as nothing lefs than Almighty Power can
. evercome, is fo far from being “inconfiftent with
true faith, that it is infeparable from it. ~ As un-
et
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der a fenfe of extrenie guilinefs, faithisa perfua.

fion that in the Lord Jefus. Chrift, we have righte-

oufnefs ; fo under a fenfe of abfolute weaknef, it

isa perfuafion that in him we bave firength. The =
language of faith is, O Lord, our Lrength,—we bave
go might againft.this great company that cometh
againft us, but our ¢yes areto thee. Allow not thy-
felf in thinking that thou haft any ability or any
faith to bring to the promife ; but rather look, that
virtue may proseed from the promife itfelf, that is,

from a promifing God in Chrift, effe@ually deter-
mining thee to believe it ; and to this thou art the
more encouraged, in regard that whatfoever is ne.
ceffary to the exercife of faigh is exprefsly contain-

ed in the promife:: When the poor and needy feek
water, feck light or firength to believe, and find
none, in themfclves, and their tongue faileth for
thirft, I the Lord will hear them, and I the God of
Yacob will not forfake them. He giveth power to
the faint, and to them that bave mo might be increa.
Jeth firength. The outcafls, and they that are ready
to perefb, fball come. This fhall comsr will be in.
expreflibly fweet to thee, who haft a fuitable hum.
bling fenfe of thy unbelief, and utter inability ta
withftand the power of thofe corruptions that op«
pofe thy believing application of the promife, fuch
a3, {piritual blindnefs, enmity, legalifth,. camahty.
~—If he fay, How can I believe, till I experience
the faving work of the Holy Spirit? We anfwer,,
There would 'be much force in this obje&ion, if
the conlcioufnefs of fome previous recommending
qualifications were neceﬂ'ary to warrant the appli-
cation of the promife in Chrift to thyfelf: becaufe
all’ fuch quahﬁcauons muft be included in the fa-
1 : ving
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ving work of the Spirit. But the gofpel, as con-
tra-diftinguithed from the law, being an abfolutely
free grant of Chrift and his falvation to finners of
Adam’s family, as fuch, it is plain, that thou art
to believe the free promife with application to
thyfelf, not as having already attained the expe-
rience of a faving work of the Spirit, but rather as
wanting it: And this is the more evident, in re-
gard that that faving work is amongft the things .
fpecxﬁed in the promife, and for which thou art to
take it as good fecunty ; and in regard that the
pretended experience which is fuppofed to be be-
fore believing, is but delufory; all genuine expe-
rience of a faving work being in or after belje-
ving. ‘

But againft what has been faid concerning the
foundation of this appropriating perfuafion in the
record of God concerning his Son, the following
objedion, in the words of a late publication, may
be confidered :

¢ The Scriptures nowhere call upon the finner
to believe that Chrift died for him in particular,
or that the bleflings of falvation are his. As foon .
fhall a perfon, whofe underftanding is deranged,
and who, in the extravagance of his folly, ima- .
gines himfelf aking, be advanced, by virtue of this .

perfuafion, to the throne, and to all the enfigns and
prerogatives of royalty. as a perfon fhall become
an heir of God, and a joint heir with Chrift, who
founds his claim to thefe blefings upon this pre-
fumptuous confident perfuafion. . The conftant
" umiform tenor of facred writ, is, That Chrift died
for ﬁnners, and that there is pardon, life, and fal. -
vatlon
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vation by the mercy of God through him, forall
who will break off their fins by repentance, ac-
cept of him as their Saviour, and of the offered
mercy through him *.”

. Anfwer. 1. Itis true, the Scriptures nowhere
call upon a finner to believe that Chrift died for
him, in this fenfe, as if he were, in the firft in-
flance, to confider himfelf as among thofe for
whom Chrift intended to lay down his life. - We
have already feen, that neither ele&ion, nor the in-
tention of Chrift in laying down his life, could be
the ground of faving faith. But furely the Scrip-
tures call upon the finner to believe, that the go['-
pel is preached to him: that therein Chrift cruci-
fied is now freely given to him in particular that
the bleffings of falvation are his- by virtue of the

promife direGted to him; even while he has no .

fenfible or fufficient evjdence, that they are his in
refpe& of altual poﬁ'eﬁion. “The aual pofieffion
of them, however, is alfo fure to him that beliex
‘veth: Chrift faith to him, According to thy faith
Jo be it unto.thee. Hence thefe expreflions, Chrift
erucified is mine, his whole falvation is mine, and _
the like, are always true in the mouth of faith,
that is, to him who believeth upon the footing of
the gofpel-grant or promife alone: But they are
moft falfe in the mouth of unbelief, that is, to him.
that reje@s the gofpel-grant as judging it to be no
fufficient ground of fuch confidence.

2. It is, undoubtedly, an effential part of the
charaQer of a believer, that he is a perfon who
breaks off his fins by repentance. Yet his doing
fo, is nelther faith, nor the previous condition of ,

12 faith,
#® Mr M‘Knight's Six Sermons on Faith, page 88,
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faith, or of a finner’s believing-application of the
promife to himfelf. For the promife which the
_perfon applies to himfelf by faith, is a promife of
repentance : and how abfurd is it to make repent-
ance the condition of our application of the pro-
mife of repentance : Hereby the great Promifer is
reprefented as faying, I will give thee the new, the
penitent, bears; but thou mayeft not make any
application of this promife to thyfelf, till thou haft
.got that-new and penitent heart; or, thou mayeft
give no credit to the promife till thou art in atu-
al pofleflion of what is promifed ; 'that is, thou
mayeft give no credit to it at all, ‘
3- The phrafe taking or accepting of Chrift is
ambiguous. There is an accepting of Chrift by
way of trufting or believing in him for all the
good of the promife ; and there is an accepting of
_ him by way of refolution or engagement to fub-
‘mit to his authority and egovernment *. Both
are effential to the Chriftian. But the former is
only faith, and is in the order of nature before
the latter. In the former fenfe, the following
propofition is entirely agreeable to the doftrine
we have ftated concerning the appropriation
which is in the nature of faving faith : That there
is pardon, life, and falvation, by the mercy of God
through Chrift, for all who accept of Chrift as’
their Saviour ; or rather all fuch are partakers of
thefe bleflings.
‘ 4. The madman alluded to in the exception
never uttered any thing more extravagant or far-

ther
% Juftifying faith, (as the author of Lutherus Redivivus,
page 129. intimates), is not our taking Chrift in all his offices,
by way of promiie or covenant of obedience, or fubjetion to
Bim, but our takin,; him, that is, our Delicving or gufting him,
for the benefits of every office.
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ther from common fenfe, than a reprefentation- of

_ the old Proteftant do&rine as founding its claim

to fpiritual bleflings upon fome prefumptuous,
confident perfuafion; fince according to that,
which is, indeed, the-doftrine of the. Bible, faith’s
chim and its perfuafion are one and the fapme
thing; fince that claim has no other foundation .
than the gofpel-promife ; and fince this faith, a5
fuch, regards nothing but the objeét of it, our
Lord Jefus, and the ground of it, the record of
God concerning him, exclufive of reﬂexxon upen,
or confcioufnefs: of, its own a&. ,
Upon the whole, faving faith is- not a fpecu<
lative notion of Chrift’s death, refurrefion and
afcenfion ; nor. an abfira& philofophic view of the
moral excellence therein difplayed = but it is @
fpiritual difcernment of fach an exhibition: of thefe
myfteries of the kingdom of heaven, in the gofpel--
grant and promife, as affords a folid ground far
an application of Chrift, and:his whole-falvation,
to ourfelves in particular. We do not rightly be-
lieve that Jefus is the Chrift the Sen of Gad, un-
lkefs we believe that we fhall have life through
his name. There is no right op warrantable me-
ditation on the death, refurretion, or afcenfion of
Chrift, but that which includes in it this: believing'
application ;. or which. is :to this effé@®: He was.
delivered for our offences, and rofe again for our
Juflification. He was wounded for our tranfpre(-
Jons, and bruifed for our iniquities. God. the Fa-
ther made Him who Anew no fin to be fin for us,.
that we might be made the righteoufnefs of God in:
bim. The forerunner is for us entered within. the
. ) ¥ DIS-
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S—

A "DISCOURSE IV.
. B N -
" 1 JoHN iii. 23.
And this is bis commandment, That we fbould BE-
LIEVE on the name of bis Son J suvs CHRIST.

" HAVING endeavoured to fhew that there is
an appropriation in the nature of faving faith,
from its correfpondence with the .record of God
concerning his Son Jefus Chrift ; we now proceed
" to ftate the evidence of this truth arifing from

other confiderations.
1. To underftand faith or believing in 1 Chrift
~ as including appropriation, is moft agreeable to
the fenfe in ‘which the word is.ufed in Scripture.
‘Fo believe is to give credit to a teflimony. * The
different acceptations of the word arife from the
different lights in which the teftimony is confider-
ed. Thus, when the matter of the teftimony is,
or at leaft is accounted to be, fomething wherein
the perfon believing is nothing concerned, the

‘word muft be underftood of what has been ¢alled

Hiftorical Faith, or an affent to fome general
truth. But when the matter of the teftimony is
fome good thing to be done or given by the Tefti-
fier to the perfon believing,~faith or believing,
in that cafe, always includes truft or confidence§
and, in Scnpturc, is comnrenly exprefied by Be-
lieving in the Téftifier. So when Abraham be-
lieved the promife that God h*vd given him a fom,

he
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be is faid to have delieved 1u the Lord. Hence it
3s manifeft, that to believe in Chrift is to truft in
him, or to be verily perfoaded, that he will give -
us the promifed falvation; and is parallel to the
exprefion ufed in Ephef. i. 12. Who trafled in
Cbrift. Since the matter, therefore, of the gofpel-

*. teftimony, is everlafting falvation, to be beftowed
oa us by the Teftifier,” furely when we confider
the faith of that teftimony, as including confidence
pr a real perfuafion that falvation will be beffow-
ed on us in particular, we adhere to the ufual ac.
ceptation of the word in Scripture : Whereas it
will be hard to produce a fingle paflage wherein
it is neceflary to underftand the term faith, or be-
lieving, of complymg with propafals, terms or
conditions, of coming under engagements, or of
fubmitting to rule or government.

2. There are feveral exprefs defcriptions and
reprefentations of {aving faith in Scripture, which
are neceffary to be attended to. Remarkable is
that in Heb. xi. 1. Fastd is the fubflance of tbings
boped for, and the evidesce of things not feen. In
the fir# place, it appears from this text, that, in
believing, the finner apprehends the good pre-
fented to him in the gefpel as his own good, his
own f{alvation ; for we do.nat hope for falvation
otherwife than as our owa,. Now, faith is the fubs
Sance of things hoped for. - ln the mext place, we

Jearn from thefe words, that there is, in the ag- .

ture of faith, a confidence .or affurance of falva-
tion, quite different indeed from the aflurance of
fenfe. The original word here tranflated fubffance,
is the fame which, in chap. iii. 14. of this book,
» tranﬂat@d confidence,. This comfidence peceffarily

arifes
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arifes from a fpiritual and fatisfying view of good -
things t6 come, as already prefent in the promife ;
of things not feen, that are not yet matter of
fenfe or experience, as the greateft realities. So

" - that the foul can reckon upon them, as if they

were already in its poffeflion, faying with the
Plalmift, God bath fpoken in bss bolinefs; I will
rejoice : I will divide Shechemn, and mete out the

valley of Succoth. :
There are feveral paffages in which faving faithy
or believing; having been firft mentioned, is ex-
emplified by expreflions of this appropriating per-
fuafion; fuch as the following : Pfal. xxxi. 14.
trafted in thee, O Lord; I faid, Thou art my God.
Rom. iv. 23, 24, 25. Now, it was not written for
bis fuke alone, that it was imputed to bim : But
Jor us alfo, to whom st foall be imputed, if we be-
lieve on bim who raifed up Fefus our Lord from
the dead, who was deivéred for our offences, and
was raifed again for omr juftification. 1l thefe
words the A poftle teacheth us what it is to believe
in a true and faving manner. It is to believe in
God, as having delivered his own: Son for our of-
fences, and as having raifed him again for our ju-
flification, and as having thus declared himfelf
fully reconciled to us in Chrift. 1 John v. 10, 11.
Ke that believeth not God, bath made bim a har; -
* becaufe be believeth not the vecord that God gave of
bis Son. And this is the vecord, that God bath
@iven to us eterhal life, and this kife is in bis Son,
It is evident, that, in the 11th verfe, we have the
language of faith in oppofition to that unbelief
which makes God a liar: and therefore all true
sad faving faith, whether weak or firong, as bes
N m&




OF SAVING FAITH. 10§
ing oppofite to unbelief, muft have this perfuafion
in it, That God hath given to us eternal life. In
which ‘words, the Apoftle fpeaks the language
which is common to himfelf, with all believers :
Gal. ii. 20. Tbe life which I now live in the fle/b,
I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved
me, and gave bimfeclf for me. 1In the laft clanfe of
this verfe, the Apoftle reprefents what fort of faith
it was by which he lived in the flelh, by which
he was crucified with Chrift, by which Chrift
lived in him, and by which, being dead to the
law, he lived unto God. The aflurance of fenfe i is,
indeed, a moft blefled attainment : there is a great
deal of the comfortable enjoyment of the fpiritual
Iife, a great deal of heaven begun, init; but fill
it is a different thmg from the faith by which a
Chriftian lives. The great appointed mean of
Chrift living in us, is that faith which appropriates
him as having loved ns and given himfelf for us:-
a faith which proceeds upon no other ground than
the free grant and offer of him in the gofpel.

We may further obferve, that when the Lord
promifes faith, he continually reprefents it as an
appropriating perfuafion : Jer. iii. 19. But I faid,
How fball I put thee among the children, and give
thee a pleafant land, a goodly Derstage of the boft
of nations ? And I faid, Thou foalt call me, My
Fatber, and fhalt not turn away from me. 1la. xlv,
24. Surely, foall one fay, In the.Lord bave I rsghte-
oufnefs and firength. Hofea ii. 16. And it foall
be at that day, faith the Lord, that thou fhalt call
me L/bi, that is, my hufband : and ver. 23. I will
JSay to them who were mot wmy people, Thou art my
people ; and they fball fay, Thou art my God.Th

’ 3 18
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3. This appropriating perfuafion makes faith
differ fpecifically, or in kind, from whatever elfe
bears that name*. In the times of the Apoftles;
fome, who were deftitute of faving grace, had the
faith of miracles. There was, indeed, in this faith,
an application of a promife, or rather predi&ion
of fome extraordinary work of God, in which the
perfon was to be inftrumental. So Jehu appears
to have believed the threatening againft Ahab’s
family with application to himfelf. So Cyrus and
Alexander, though ignorant of the true religion,
might have a belief of the Scripture-prophecies
concerning their refpe@ive conquefts. But this was
only a carnal view of fome temporal event, which
was quite different from that fpiritual and appro-
priating view which a believer has, in the promife
of a prefent and everlafting falvation. . In other
cafes, wherein unregenerate perfons are faid to be-
lieve, there is manifeftly either no application of
the gofpel-falvation, or, if there feem to be any,
it is upon fome other ground than the divine grant
in the gofpel. Thus, perfons may be faid to be.
lieve, when they only allow the truth of certain
do&trines,

% « The diftin@ion between juflifying faish and fpecial ap-
plication is abfurd, wholly fubverting the nature of true faith,
A general faith is not juftifying, unlefs we would fay, that
devils and hypocrites who “tremble, are juftified before God,
becaufe they are endued with fuch a faith. When God en.
joins faith in the gofpel, he does not only require that we be-
lieve in general that remiffion of fing is given to all the faith.
ful, but that every one thould believe that it is given te him
in particular, in order that he may receive it to his falvation,
Rom. iv. 24, zs.Chap viii. 35. 38. and Chap. xv. 4 Gal. ii,
26, 20, : Tim. i. 15.”

) Henricus Altingius on the Hmuberg Catetbt/m.
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doftrines, or fal@s recorded in Scripture. In this
fenfe, we may underftand the Apoftie, when he
fays, in A&s xxvi. 27. King Agrippa, believeft
thou the Prophets? I know that thou believef?,
Again, they may be faid to believe, who apply
the promife of life to themfelves on account of
fome good frames, difpofitions, or affetions which
they find to be or to have been in themfelves, or
on account of, what they reckon, their unblame-
able pralice, or on account of the favourable out-
ward afpe& of providence. In this fenfe the ftony
ground hearers are faid to have received the word
with joy. But they had no root in themfelves;
they were deftitute of regenerating grace, from
which fprings another fort of faith, even that which
refls upon the gofpel-grant of Chrift and his falva-
tion to finners of mankind, as the fingle and fuf-
ficient ground of its claim to Chrift and his fal- .
vation. Thus, if it be afked, How faving faith, in
its own ad, is diftinguifhed from that belief of the
truth concerning Chrift, which may be found in
wicked men or even in devils? it may juftly be
anfwered, By appropriation, or the application of
Chrift to ourfelves in particular. Again, if it be
afked, How faving faith is diftinguithed from that -
prefumptuous confidence which is often found in
thofe who endure but for a while? it may ftill be
anfwered, By the appropriation of Chrift cruci-
fied to ourfelves, upen no other ground than the
gofpel-grant. Saving faith 1s diftinguithed from
whatever elfe is called fa th, by the effettual . clief
which it affords +he foul from the reigning fear of
Jaw-condemnation and wrath. But, in order to
this relief, it &s neceflary thatithe application of the

goipel
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" gofpel in believing, be as particular as the appli-
cation of the law in convi&tion. When the law
fays, Pay me what thou oweft ; the foul is reliev-
ed when it can fay, Chrift is my Surcty, Subfti-
tute and Saviour, and his righteoufnefs is a full
anfwer to all the demands that law and juftice
have upon me. When the law fays, Thou art a
child of wrath : True. fays faith, I am fuch by na-
ture ; but Chrift is my peace. Thy cafe is hope-
lefs, fays the law : It would be fo, fays faith, if I
had no hope but what creatures afford ; but Chrift
is my hope. Fuaith is further dl(hnguxfhed from
whatever elfe bears that name, by’its hearty ap-
probation of, and acquiefcence in, the whole de-
vice of Salvation through Chrift crucified, as well-
ordered in all things and fure, But there is fo
much of the manifold wifdem and grace of God
manifefted in that part of this device, which makes
a public and free grant of Chrift and his falvation
to finners of mankind, as fuch, that, in rejeing
or approving that grant, we reje& or approve the
whole. And indeed that part of this- device by
which Chrift crucified is exhibited as = free gift
“to finners of mankind, who have nothmg to
diftinguith them from other finners, is peculi-
arly a ftumbling-flone to natural men; as it
is fo direttly oppofite to the legal pride which
poflefles their heart, and which the almighty
power of divine grace is neceﬂ'ary to fubdue.
No perfon has a juft or fpiritual view of the grace
and mercy of God in Chrift, exhibited in the gof-
1, who does net fec it extending even to him in
particular, theugh amongft the chief of finners; a
coveritg not too narrow, but abundanly largehﬁ)nr '
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“him to wrap® himfelf in; a covering ot at a dif-

-tance, but browght to-hishand.. Rom: £. 6,3, 8
“Fbe righteoufnefs of fuith [peaketh on thit wife, Say
not in thine beart, Who fball afcend into beaven’?
(that s, 0 bring Gbriff down from above).
“But what ﬁu'tb it 2 The word is -niph thee, ir thy
-mouth and in thybeart : that is; the word of fhith
which we-preach. Faith’s: view of the glory of
“God in the face of Jefas Chrift, is an dpplicatory
view of it; a view of Ghrift Jefus as nrade of Gdd
qmnto us (o me in particalar, fays faith), wifdomx,
‘righteoufnefs, fantification, and:redemption; =
.view of God in Chrift as our God, and: of afl his
infinite perfeQions, as exerdfed and glorified in out
falvation. It is anether -énﬁmgm(hmg ‘property of
true faith, that-it is effe@tual to animate us to the

- cheerful performance of ‘duty. But it is the live-

ly appropriating, perfuafion of the love of Chrift,
as manifefted in his obedience unto death, even the

- @eath of the crofs, end+not the abftra& philofophis
- cal contemplation of moral beauty and excellénce,
~that will conftrain us to live not to ourfelves, but

to Him who died-for us and rofe again. Weare
“ to confider ourfelves- as met our own, but: bought

-with a price, that we may glorify God-in our bo- .
. dies and fpirits, which arehis: ‘We never walk

right, unlefs we walk in Chrift, thatis, under'a
perfnaﬁon, grounded éingly upon the gofpel-grant,
thag he gives himfelf to us to bt our qmckenmg
-head, and his Holy Spirit to be-our.ever adaating
. goide. They only have -heart er. hand for fetting
about the bleffed exercife of mortifying: their cors
mptxons, who ‘know and believe, that zbeir’old
-manis cruaﬁd with C‘bnﬂ, that the body of fin
K

Yy
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may. be deftroyed, that benceforth they may net ferve
“fn; and. who reckon themfelves. to be dead sndeed
unto fin, and alive to God-through Fefus Chrift owr
JLord. They whohave a real perfuafion that Chrift
is fuch a merciful and faithful High-Prieft, that he
will not fail to.confefs them before his Father who
is in heaven, and that.they have unfearchable riches
in .him, are the only perfons who will, honeftly
and with finglenefs .of .heart, confefs him before
men, and forego all-they have .in-a world, evea
-theirnatural life, for his fake. The preface. of the
Lord’s prayer, and the preface of the ten com-
mandments, are both expreffed.in fuch terms, that’
we can neither heartily fay the one, nor. fully af-
fent to the other, without. this appropnatmg per-
fuafion, to teach.us that, without it, there is no fuch
thing as acceptable .prayer, .or fuitable refpe& to
any of the commandments. Were we to enter
into a particular confideration of - the 'varions .ex-
.ercifes of the Chriftian hfe, we would fee this. .ap-
proprxatmg perfuafion running through and animat-
ing them all.

4. This appropriating perl'uaﬁon is implied in
the metaphorical reprefentations which we have,
in Scripture, of faving faith. Faith is called a re-

* ceiving. John i, 12. - To as many as received bim,
to them gave be power to become.the foss of God,
even.to them.that believe in bis name. Faith being
called a Teceiving, implies that.there is a givingon
God’s part, in the external difpenfation of his word,
Jprevious to our be]lcvmg. for no man can receive
any, thing, except it be given bim  from beaven : We
aeceive Chrift when we believe, as in 1 John v. 11.
sthat, God hath given. to us. eternal life, and.that tbis
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&Fé isin bis Son. Faith is called a recexvmg from:
the nature of the teffimony believed, or becaufe it
is a teftimony difcovering Chrift as a.free gift, of!
which, in the a& of believing; we becodre real’
partakers. Faith is callad a receiving, Becaufe its-
proper and fpecific act. Hes,’ not-atall in the per-
fens offering or bringing-any thing-to God, but in-
his taking heme to- himfelf; as a-poor finner of”
Adam’s family, a whole Chrift and his wliole fal: *
vation, upon no other fosting than the gofpel--
grant *.—~We have another metaphorical reprefen-
tation of faviag faith; in Ifs. Iv. 1. Fh; every one-
that thirfleth, come ye to the waters, and be that
bath no money ;- come ye, buy and eat; yea, come,
buy wine and milk without money and without price.
He that bath no money, that is, no good qualiﬁca-
tions, no performance of conditions ;. he in whom-
nothing is to-be found'but fin and mifery, is call--
ed to Yuy wine and milk ;- that is, to take home to.
himfelf, Chrift and his benefits, unto a&tual poffef
fion and enjoyment ; juft.as a perfon takes home *
to himfelf, for his own ufe, what he hath lawfulty-
bought in the market. But here it-s repeated, as
a thing chiefly to be attended toy that no price is'
to be brouglit, no condition to be omplied with,..
in order to our appropriation of €hrift and his fal--
vation: for thefe are prefented to us as a free gift,.

‘in fuch a{manner as to warrant our immediate ap--

proprmnon -of them to our own ufe and en'oy-~
ka2 , : ment,.

® Faith, whick properly:fignifics an affent or- perfuafion, is
catled g receiving of Chrift, becaufe it is, in its own nature, an~
appropriating perfuafion ; as unbelief, which properly fignifies .
the di fbelieving of a teftimony, is a rejeting of Chitft.——Pax.
Ixmon’s Creed reviewed and examined.
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ment,—without money and without. price: - for-
though it is.a. buying on our part in zefpe&t of ap-
propriation, yet there.is-no felling on God's-part ;..
no requiring of money, no preferibing of previ-
ous terms or conditions. Faith is often reprefent-

- ed as refling, leaning, ot relying, on the Lord Jefue
Qbrift, 'Thefe metaphors import a perfuafion,
that, in his.name; in the grant and promife of him-
‘in the gofpel, we ‘have fufficient, we have-infal--
lible, fecurity for pardon, peace with God, deliver.
ance from every-evil work, and prefervation un-
to his heavenly kingdom; and this perfuafion, fo:
far as it takes place, excludes all'doubting, uncer-
tainty, and perturbation of mind. When the in-
hakitants of Jerufalem faw the invading army of -
the Aflyrians at the walls of their city, it is faid,

They refled themfelves upon the words of Hesekiab. .

. They had fuch a perfuafion of the truth of his.
words, as was effeCtual to fet their minds, which .
had-before been greatly difquicted with fear, -at -
eale and reft with refpe to the iffife of their-pre-
fent diftrefi. . So eftablithing to the heart s a real -
perfusfion, founded on the gofpel-promife, that:
through the grace of vur Lidrd Jefus Chrift we fhall.-
be faved.~Faith is rep.refented as our srufling in-.

" the Lord.. Youknew, that when we truft ar honeft

man, it implies that he hath given us a promife, and :

that we ace perfuaded he willi not fail to make it.
good. Surely there cannat be- lefs than-thisina
real trufting in-the Lord. The language of it is, that, . -
on account of the faithfulnefs of his word, and the.-
liberality of his heart, I reckon upon what he hath
promifed as my own. - Again, faith is reprefented:-
as. a\amcmg‘g or flecing to Gbrg ‘/h for refuge ; which
implies, ,
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itnplies, that a perfon, as foon as he believes the-
gofpel-report, has no more confidence in outward-
worldly advantages, in his own wifdom, righte-
otifnefs, or ftrength, or any ]ymg vanity whatever, .
but immediately, or without any delay, places his
whole confidence in the Lord Jefus Chrift as his.
righteoufnefs amd falvation: Faith is reprefented .
as putting on Chrif}, as eating bis flefb, and drink-
sug bis-bivod, to fignify; that-as, i putting on our
clothes, we take them to ourfelves for covering or -
for ornament ;- as; in eating or drinking what is.
fet before us, we take-it to ourfelves-for our bodi--
ly nourifhment ; fo, in believing, we muke an ap- -
plication of Clrrift Jefus to ourfelves in particular, .
for wifdom, and righteoufnefs, and fan&ification, .
and redemption. Saving faith, in each, even the

. very firft ofits aings, is (according to onr Lord’s.

difcourfe in the fixth of John) our eating the flefh
and drinking the blood- of the Son of God; and-
therefore, in its: very nature, it muft include an.
appropriation of Chrift to ourfelves in particular... ' -
‘We can-have ro-faving benefit by €hrift withoft
this application of - him te-ourfelves, as we eannot -
be nourifhed by our food without eating it.. Faith:
is likewife reprefented as a-Jooking-to-Chrift; As:
the ftung Hraelites could net look %o the brazen:
ferpent, in complianee with the divine command,,
without a perfuafion- that: they- would be healed:
by it; fo we cannot look: to-Chrift; that'is; believe :
oun-him, withewt a-fimilar perfuafien; that, through.:
the grace of our Lord Jefus Cheift;. by virtue of
his. death, we fhall. be- healed: So-uniformly is.
this appropriating:perfuafion held forth by the me--
taphorical repref¢ntations of faith in Scripture, -

- K3 : 5
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.5+ That this appropriating perfuafion is of the
nature of faving faith, is manifeft from thofe things
which are reprefented as oppofite to it. For, that -
flaggering at the promife, or doubting, which is op-
pefed:to faith, Rom. iv. 20, Matth, xxi. 21. James -
1..6. is not a flaggering at, or doubting of, a gene- |
ral fpeculative truth, fuch as,y That the promife of
eternal life will be accomplifhed to the ele&, or to .
them that truly believe; but'it is a perfon’s fag-
gering at, or-doubting of, his warrant to apply the .
promife to himfelf; or to believe the accomplith- -
ment of it'in his own cafe; Thus, when it is faid,
that Abraham did nat ftagger at the promtfe, the .

God’s faithful word to him, and that it would be-
performed: This is.the more evident, in regard .
that this doubting is fometimes . exprefled by the
feay and perplexity that.avcompany it, as in Mark .
Ve 36. and John xiy. 1... Now, if the’oppofjte of
faith be 3. faggering at.the. warrant which the -
gofpel affords us to apply the promife-to-ourfelves -
or -to believe the. accomplithment of it in our:
own cafe, then faith itfelf muft be an applica-
tion of the promife ta ourfelves wpoa the foet -
ing of that warrant, and a perfuafion of the.
sccomplithment of it in due time, fuch a per-

. fuafion, namely, as, according to the meafure of -
it, frees the mind. from fear or trouble with re- |
{pet to our attaiament of what i contained in the

- promife. To the fame- purpofe is the Scripture-
account of unbelief, as &.putting away the word :

~ of the gofpel, which is the freezpromife of eternal..

life, from ourfelves, AQs xiii. 46. Now, if unbe- .

lizf be e putting away of the Pmmxfe from ougw .

felves,.
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¥1ves, then fuith muft be the application of it to:
ourfelves. Men are condemned as -wabelievers,..
net merely becaufe they difbelicve this general:
propofition, that God will give etermal life to them .
that believe ; for that is.a truth of which the moft-
defperate unbelicvers, and even devils themfelves,
may be convinced : but the proper ground of their-
condemnation iJ, that they do not - believe the re--
cord of- God concerning his Son, with application -
to themfelves; they do not truly believe. that the.
righteoufnefs, falvation, and kingdom: of God are -
biought to them in particular in the gofpel-grant:c :
This account of unbelief we have in 1 Jéhn v. s0,
ix  He that balicveth:not God,. bath made bim & -
liar, becawfe be belieweth not - the. record that God -
gave qf bis Som: And this i the record, thay God ;
bath given to.us eteral life, and thislife is in bis -
Stm. Therefore, we are always unbelievers, till:
we be brought to a real perfuafion, that God hath .
gwm to us eternal.life; that he hath given it- to. "
us in his Son.

6. This.dofrine coneernmg the ’ppropriation -
of faith is moft confonant to. other articles of*
Scripture-truth. It accosds with the dofrine.of.”’
man’s patural . inabilicy for any a&- or exercife-
that is fpiritually good ; for, in. fetting about the
performance of any duty, wemuft eitherfee ftrength. . .
for the performance of it in ourfelves or in the.
promife. But.to fee it in ourfelves is .contrary to..
the Scripture-doétrine of ‘our fpiritual-impotence.
On the ether hand, to fee it in. the - promife as our.
furaiture for the praflice of - duty;: is to- bave the
appropriating perfuafion of which we fpeak. Such .
0. appropristing faith accords .with .the. doirine :

of

-
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ofguﬂnﬁcauon by free grace through the lmputel
righteoufnefs-of our Lord Jefus Chrift; for, that

. righteoudnefs, according to this dotrine; is imputed

to men as having- no inherent righteoufnefs, and..
therefore as fimmers, as- ungodly. Hence when
men believe in a God in. Chrifly they believe i
Him who juftifieth the ungodly ; they make an ap--
plication of the righteoufnefs.of Chrift-te themr -
felves under the fame charallter under-which they
are confidered-in God’s imputation.of it. Surely
the hearers of the word .may, witheut prefamption:-
or delufien, apply the juftice-fatisfying and law~
magnifying righteoufnefs of our Lord Jefus Chrift-
to themfelves as poer finmers, or as, perfons whe
kave no righteoufnefs of their owsmr; fince that is
the chara&ter under -which God is pleafed to grant
it to them in the-gofpel, and under which he ime»
putes it to them, for their cemplete juftificationy
in the moment of believing ?- Again, this view: of.
faving faith, as.including in its nature an- applican
tion of Chrift to ourfelvesin-particular, is mofk
agreeable ‘to.the light in whieh faith ought: to- be--.
confidered in the matter of-juftification, that is, now
at all as a,work . or- inflance of obedience to the
law, but purely as a mean or infirument whereby
we receive the righteoufnefs.of our. Lord Jefus
Ghrift into aGtual pofleffion. Thus, the alms that.
are offered to a beggar; come iato his poﬂ'eﬂion by
his 2& of firetching out his hand to .receive themu.
New, there may be- fomething- commendabley
fomething agreeable to the- giver, ard becoming-

* the condition of the beggar, in his a& of ftretching

ont his hand to.receive ; but it is not the commend-
ablencfs of the. adl, .nor. its agreeablencs to the

giver,,
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giver, nor its fuitablenefs to the condition of the-
beggar, that ‘puts. him in pofleflion of the alms..
There might be many other afls equal-or fuperior: -
to it in all thefe refpe@s; but the only thing in
this adt, that puts the beggar in pofleffion, is - this, .
that it is a receiving of the alms. Ia like mannet,
faith is itfelf an eminent' inflance, of obedience,.
- and difpofes -a.perfon to every ether inflaunce of it..
Bat, in thefe refpe@s,-it is- of a6 little effed in the.
affair of our-juftifieation, as any other work ‘of the-
law ; under thefe confiderations, it is entirely ex-.
cluded from that affair ; for it does .net juflify, ecr
put us in pofleflion of the juftifyiag righteoufnefs,
as it is an inflance of ebedience, or us.difpefing 0.
it, but, merely, as it is our recesving the goft of -
that righteoufufs, or our applioation of -it- to our-.
felvee. FEurther, this appropriatien is-implied -in,
another Scripture dotrine, namely, that we never
can fet about the pradice of duty in an scceptable-
manner, unlefs we do fo in the perfuafion of the
Lord’s acceptance of our perfoms. This is evident.
from all thofe fcriptures that teach us to yield obe-.

dience, not as flaves, but as children; as bought. -

with a prica  Indeed, for perfons to attempt any -
daty in order to the acceptance of their perfonn,
or, which is in effoft the fame thing, without eflay-1’
mg to believe in Chuift for the acceptance of them, .
is to go about to eftablifh. their.own righseouinefs,
refufing to fubmit to.-the righteoufnefs of God;.
it is an atteqpt to atl in their ewn ftrength, and-
even while they muft confider themfelves.as under
the burden of . God’s everlafting wrath and curfe ;.
for, there is no middle flate between being accept~
od with Gad, and being under the curfe., Now, .
there-
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there is no perfuafion of the acceptance of our per=
. fons, but what is either in the way of appropriat-
-ing Chrift as the hord our righteoufnefs, upon-
the footing of the gofpel, or-in the-way of the af-’
furance of fenfe. But it is- abfurd; and contrary-
both to Scripture- and- to the experience of the-
Lord’s-people, to fappofe, that they are not accept--
ed imrtheir effays to-difcharge what is prefent duty,
even while they walk in darknefs, and have not-
the light of fenfible affurance. But the acceptable-
way of fetting about prefent- duty, which is al-
ways competent to believers, whatever cafe or-
fituation they -may be in, is that of a prefent ap..
plication of Chrift to themfelves as THE LORD -
THEIR RIGHTEOUSNESS, in- whom their perfons-
and fervices are everaccepted. ‘This -appropriat-
ing perfuafion, is implied in the Scripture doce
trine of gofpel-holinefs. This helinefs is repre«
fented as our living; not to ourfelves, but to him-
who died for us, and rofe again. We are to-
fludy it-as knowing that our old man is crucified:
with Chrift, that the body of fin may be deftroy-.
ed, that henceforth we may not ferve fin.  This- °
appropriating perfuafion of the crucifixion of our-
eld man with Chrifty is reprefented as eflentiak’
te the very begmmng of\the flady of holinefs;
and, confequently, it is different from- that affs.
rance of fenfe, which is founded oa marks and ‘evi-
. dences, and which fuppofes fome aétwal-progrefs
in holinefs: it is indeed that application of Chrift:
. crucified to ourfelves, which is, either more ot
lefs explicitly, inthe firft and in every following
a& of true faith. That: there is fuch an appro-
puiating perfuafion as-we fpeak of in the nature
L of.
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zof faith, is moft agreeable to the. Scripture do@rine
.of the covenant of grace:.for the condition of
that covenant having been perfe@tly fulfilled by
.our Lord’s obedience unto death, even the death
of the crofs, it is to us a.covenant of abfolutely
Aree promife : and therefore -our taking hold of -

this covenant muft be in the way of the applica-
-tion of the promife to ourfelves ‘in particular,
‘When we read, that God will make this-everlaft-
ing covenant with us, the meaning is, (as Ifaiah
1v. 3. is explained in A&s xiii. 34.), that he is well
.pleafed for Chrift’s fake, to give us poor finners
the mercies promifed in that covenant : and faith
46 our taking to ourfelves fresly what is freely

.given. The laft words of David may well be

«confidered as the.lafiguage of faith in taking hold
.of this covenant : He hath made with.me.an ever-
Jafling covenant, ordered in-all things-and fure;

" .this_is all my falvation and all my defire. This

appropriating perfuafion .is agreeable to the na-
-ture and defign of the facramental feals of .that
everlafting covenant. In thefe ordinances the
Xord deals with the receiver, as a perfon would
do if he thould.take a quantity of earth and ftone,
and fay to another, This is fuch a valuable eflate,

. wwhich .I give.or.convey to thee; take it, and

doubt not of the validity -of .the conveyance.
Thus, in baptifm, the Lord fays.to the foul, This
wathing with water fignifies and .feals my pro-
mife of wathing thee from the guilt and.pollution
of fin: a promife which is as fure to faith as
this waﬂnng or fprinkling with water is to the
.outward fenfes. In like manner,.in the Lord’s
Aupper, he fays to the foul, This. bread is my. body,

' brokes

4
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broken for thee : This cup is the mew teflament in
-my blood, fbed for thes, for the remiffion of thy fins.
Now, it muft be remembered, that beptifm and
-the Lord’s {upper -are defigned for the: weakeft
-as well as for the ftrongeft believer; and alfo, that
-the leal meafure of true faith is anfwerable to
what our Lord fays to it in thefe ordinances, as
woll as the ftrangeft. As the appropriation of
which- we fpeak is according to the analogy.of
-faith, fo it is. oppofite to manifold and pernicious
- @TTOrS © parﬁculatly 10 .Legali{m as this appro-
pnauon is juft the foul's going out of " itfelf ; it
going away: from all-its own  qualifieations, excr.
cifes, and- attainments, to take up. its only ref
-upon the free grant snd: promifevof Ghrift, and of

' .eternal life:in- him, as fet forth- in the gofpel to

finners of maskind  indifcriminately <—to Anti-
pomiznifm, as.it is an appropriation of Chrift for
fan&ification 85 well as -juftification; and as it
*holds our reception of the privileges and comforts -
-of the gofpel to be both neceflary, and, according
:to the meafure of it, always -effeCual to- the: pro-
du&tion of a holy pridice :—to Enthufiafm, in re-
«gerd that the whole matter and ground of this faith

' .are contained in the written word; and the revealed

warrant for this appropriation is the fame to the
‘believer and the-unbeliever, in oppofition to the
-extravagance of  eathufiafls, who!found their high
pretenﬁons upon: the peculiar cléarnefs of their
unagmary ideas of Chrift’s human “natare, and of
,-its appearance in fufféring or-in glory; upon their

- -dreams, vifions, and new revelations; upon the

peculiar livelinefs of their frames and feclings;

-G
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er of the divine love; upon fome fudden change
of mind, which they call their conver on; while

they are ftrangers to any fuitable concern about
the only faving converfion, which is a turning’

from that unbelief wbich makes God a iiar, to a
cordial receiving of and refting upon his record or
teftimony concerning his beloved Son.

7. We might fhew that there is an apprepria-

tion'in the nature of faving faith, from examples -

of the exercifes of it. Several of thefe examples
have been already taken notice of. ‘To this pur-

pofe we might tranfcribe almoft all the profeflions

of faith made by the faints recorded in Scripture.
Here it may fuffice to produce the two fellowmg :
Pfal. xci. 2. I will fay of the Lord, Heis my re-
Juge, and my fortrefs : my God, in bim will I truft.
Hence it appears, that when a perfon, in a fcrip- -
tural fenfe, trufteth in the Lord, he has a real pers

_fuafion that JEHoVAH, a promifing and’ promife-

performing God, is his God. John xx. 28, 2¢.
And Thomas anfwered and faid unto bim, My Lord
and my God. Fefus faith unto him, Becaufe thos
Baft feen Me, thou baft believed, Though Thomas
was now favoured with a very tlear and feafible -
manifeftation, we cannot allow that thefe words
were merely the language of fenfe, and not of
faving faith : becaufe a fenfible manifeflation may,
and always ought to be improved as'an oceafion
of, and an encouragement to, the lively exercifa
of faith ; and becaufe our Lord’s anfwer undoubt«
edly refers to thefe words, and calls what xs ex«
prefled by them, behevmg.

-

”
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But it has been faid, that fuch inftances repre.
fent rather a high degree of the exercife of faith,
than what belongs to the eflence of it,
‘We anfwer, by obferving, That the appropria-

“gion, of which we fpeak, arifes, as was fhewn in

the former difcourfe, from the matter believed,
or from the nature of the record that God hath
given -us concerning his Son; and not from the
degree of ftrength or diftinétnefs in the aé& of be-
lieving : Whether faith be weak or firong, in a
higher or lower degree, the matter believed is ftill
the fame, namely, tbe record of God concerning bis
Son, 1 John v. 11. If we had Scriptural views of
a ftrong faith, we would find it to be that in which
what belongs to the nature or effence of faith moft
difin&ly appears: Whereas what we call weak

. faith, is that which is obfcured and almoft buried

out of fight under a multitude of oppofite corrup-
tions. The weakeft faith, were it difentangled,
would be what we allow a ftrong faith to be.
Strong faith, according to Scripture, is that which

* proceeds moft fingly upon the ground of God’s

word of promife, whillt every thing, in experience
and fenfible appearances, are againft it, Rom. iv.
18, 19,.20. Abrabam againft bope believed in bope,

—and being not weak in fuith, be confidered not bis

own body mow dead, nor yet the deadnefs of Sarab’s
womb.—He flaggered mot at the promife through
unbelief, but was firong in faith, giving glory to
God. . The truth - is, the language of faith in all
the Lord’s people, whether weak or ftrong, is the
fame ;. only it is fpoken more diftinétly and ex-
plicitly, and with lefs faultering, by fome of
zhem than by others.

' Here
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Here it may be obferved, that we need not:
" wonder to find Chriftians backward to- exprefs
themfelves in the proper language of this appro-
priating perfuafion : Becaufe their doing fo implies
a diftin& and comfortable fenfe of their having
believed, which' is & different thin g from believing
itfelf. This appropriating perfuafion is a very
deep-laid and' frequently hidden aé of the foul.
The comfortable fenfe of it arifes partly from the
ftrength and diftinétnefs of it, and partly from the
peculiar fruits and effeéls of it..- .
When we are fpeaking of the example of the

" Lord’s people, it deferves particular notice, that

‘we find expreflions of this appropriating perfuafion

mingling with their complaints of defertion and
prevailing corraption. Ifai. xlix. 14. But Zion
Jaid, The Lord Bath forfaken me, and my God bath .
Jorgotten me. Plal. 1xv. 3. Jniquities prevail againft
me : but as for our tranfgreffions, thou fbalt purge
them away. Heman begins his mournful fong
with thefe words, O Lord God of my falvation..
Faith ftill holds the fame language- in: its - hardeft
conflits with prevailing unbelief. Pfal. xliiit 5i
Why art thou caft down, O-my foul 2 why art thou
difquieted within me 2 bope in God, for I fball yet
praife bim, who is the bealth of my countenance,
and my God.

How often has a poor dli’treﬂ'ed foul, that could
find no fdtisfaltion as to his gracious ftate in the
way of refle@ing upon paft exercifes or prefent
attainments, found {weet peace, compofure, and
fatisfa®ion in eflaying the direct a& of .this appro«
priating faith, and refling upon the free promife
of a God in Chrift as addrefled to finners of man-

La kind,.
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kind, even the chief! In which cafe that word
has been verified in Mai. xxx. 15. Thus. fusth the
Lord God, the Holy One of Ifrael, In retummg and
- reff fball ye be faved : in quietnefs and in confidence
Sball be your firength. - .-

We may add, that minifters dwelling upon the
nature and grounds of this appropriating faith in
their public adminiftrations have been a blefled -
mean jn the Lord’s hand, of reviving a2 work of
reformation, of converting finners, and of build-
ing them up in holinefs and eomfort. On the
other hand, when this is negle&ed, and even oppo-
fed, by many who are called Proteftants and Mini-
fters of the gofpel, it is a fign of grievous depar-
ture from the faith which had been fo fully decla-
red in moft of the confeffions and other forms of
found words publicly authorifed in the reformed
‘churches. It is alfo a difmal fign that whatever
gofpel truth on other heads is taught among us,
we teap little fpiritual proﬁt from it, by reafon of
ignorance or corfupt notions of that faith which is
the organ whereby the word is received into the
hesrt. ‘

Upon the whole, tlns propoﬁtxon, That faving
_ faith is a fiducial apptopriating perfuafion of our
falvation through the grace of our Lord Jefus
Chrift, founded on the free grant and promife of
the gofpel, manifeftly accards with the ordinary
acceptation of the word ; with the various repre-
fentations in the Scripture of the nature ‘and exer-
cife of faith ; with ether articles of gofpel do&rine 5
_and, finally, with the uniform expenence of the

Lord‘s. people. -
Here
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Here it may be proper to. take notice: of fome

thmgs which have ' been urged againtt this doc-
trine.

. Obje@ion 18, According to this notlon, the thing

to be believed is, That Chrift died for me, that I

‘am juftified and fhall be faved through him ; and

yet the perfuafion is fuppofed to be the very thmg
which gives me an intereft in the Saviour, and in
the bleffings of falvation through him; for, let this
be what it will, nothing is more certain. from.
Scripture, than that he who believeth (hall be fa-
ved, but he who doth not, fhall be damned. Muft
I not then be interefted in the Saviour, before I
¢an know or believe thatI am fo?—How then
can this perfuafion be the mean of giving me this.
intereft ? Is not this to make the effoét to exift be-
fore the caufe? Is it not to give exiftence to that:
which had no exiftence before, by confidently be--
lieving that it doth already-exift *..

Anfwer, If by a belief that Chrift’ died for me,.
that I am juftified, and.fhall be faved through him,.
the obje&or means a.perfuafion that I. am one of

_thofe for whom Chrift intended to lay down his

life, or, which is the fame thing, one of the ele&,
L3, : LS

#* Mr MKnight's Six Séermons on Faith, pagep2, 93. Simi--
lar to this is-the reafoning of Bellarmine. ¢ Fides fpecialis mi-
fericordiz, fayshre, féquitur juftificationem. ~Igitur fides fpe-
eialis mifericordi@ non eft fides juftificans. Fiduci qua quis-
confidet.remiffa effe peccatapendet a bona confcientia, ac pro~
inde praexigit juttificationem, non illam efficit.” i.e The faith -
of fpecial mercy follows juftification. Theérefore the faith of"

_Ipecial mercy is not jultitying faith. The confidence with:
which 2: perfon trufts that hisfins are forgiven, depends on a.
good confcience, and therefore p.refuppofes Ju(hﬁcmon, does..
mhnngzt absut,
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~ or that I am already in a@ual pofleffion of juftifi-
cation and falvation ; .then, as was fhewn in the
preliminary obfervations, what is objected is no-
‘thing to the purpofe. We utterly deny that fuch
a perfuafion can be faving faith ;' becaufe it can-

not be founded in the word of God alone, and"

becanfe it is « perfuaﬁon of what God-hath de-
creed from: eternity, or of fome good which the
perfon fuppofes himfelf to be.already poffefled of ;

whereas the faith, of which we fpeak, is a per-
fuafion, neither of what was God’s decree from
eternity, nor yet of any good which we are al-
ready poﬂ'cﬂ'cd of, but merely of this truth, that

God is, now in the gofpel difpenfation, giving us

Chrtﬁ crucified and his whole falvation.’

" The inconfiftency fuppofed in the objeftion va-
nithes, when we confider that the death of Chrift,
juftification, and falvation, may, at the fame time,
be ours in one refpe, and not ours in ane-
ther. They are ours in the grant and promife of

" the gofpel; but they are not ours in aftual poffef-
fion, till we - believe that- grant and promife.- In
believing, we become adual partakers of 'them ;

becaufe this behevmg is our receiving of them : |

_~and .therefore faith is reprefented as recelvmg
Chrift, receiving the gxft of - nghteonfneﬁ, recei-
vmg the atonement.

Agrecably to what is now obferved, we do hold,

that, in faving faith, there is a real perfuafion that -

Chfift 2nd his falvation ate prefently and infal-

libly ours, as exifting in the promife; ours, fo

" that we canaot fall fhort of them; before and in
order to our confcioufnefs and experience of their
being ours, a5 exifting in our adual poffeffion.

‘ ) ¢ This
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This is what all we have faid goes to prove; and
fo we underftand our Lord, when he fays, What-
Joever things ye defire, when ye pray, believe that
ye receive them, that they are prefently and infal-
libly yours, as exifting in the promife, and ye
Sball bave them, ye thall have the conicioufnefs and
experience of their bemg yonrs, as exifting in your
atual poﬁ'cﬁion Again, he fays, According to
thy faith, fo fball it be unto thee. "When a perfon
believes that Chrift ‘and his whole falvation are
bis, as exifting in the promife ; his, fo as he can-
not fall thort of them ; he believes what none but
a true believer, or one who hath heard and leqrn-
ed of the Father, does or can believe.
Here a continual outcry of obfcunty or abfure
dity is raifed. But the ground of it is no more
than this, that the way of coming to the pofleffion
of a benefit, by believing merely, is without any.
exa@ parallel in human affairs ; or, in otber words,
that the natsral man recesveth not the things of -
the Spirit of God; they are foolifbuefs to bim, nes-
ther can be know them, becaufe they are difcerned

» jpzrzwally, and not by redm.mg them to the mea-

fure and ftandard of carnal things. ‘
Objection 2d. It is unreafonable to call repro-
bates to believe what neither is nor ever wﬂl be
true in their cafe. ',
Anfwer. Though it appears from Scripture that
the greater part ‘of the human race are included
in the decree of reprobation; yet no man can
warrantably think or fay of himfelf, or any other

~ perfon, who is in the prefent life, and bhath not

finned the fin unto death, (which is the fin againft
the Holy Ghoft), thathe is a repwbate ; this be- .
. ing
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ing one of the fecret things which belong unto
- the Lord our God. But the gofpel offers and pro-
mifes are things that are revealed to us; things
that we have to do with ; and they are direGted to
mankind finners indefinitely, in fuch a manner as
warrants every perfon to whom the word of God
" comes, to make application of them to himfelf,
The ele are brought, through the fupernatural
illumination and cffe@ual perfuafion of the Holy
Spirit, to make this application : each of them, in
his time, is brought to fay, In the Lord have I
righteoufnefs and ftrength. ~ As to thofe, who, in
the iffue, will prove reprobates, they "have the
fame warrant io the word of grace and premife ta
believe in Chrift as their own Saviour, that any
ever had before they believed. But they refufe
to be perfuaded. The proper caufe of this un-
‘perfuadablenefs is not predeftination, but theix
" fpiritual blindnefs and enmity againft the Lord
" Chrift, their obftinate attachment to felf-righteouf-
nefs and ether idols. The promife of eternal life
is indeed left to them, but fince, inftead.of embra.
cing it by faith, they put it away from them, de--
fpife and rejet it, making God a liat, who but mufk
fee and acknowledge, that they juftly come fhort
of the promifed: blefling 2
Objection 3d. This appropnanng perfuafion is
prefumptuous.. :
Anfwer. It is indeed an- awful truth-that fect.
- rity and prefumption. are the ruin of multitudes
" in the vifible church :. we never can be too much
cautioned againftit. But prefumption,.in every
view, is far from the appropriating perfuafion of
which.we fpeak, . Prefumption is.always grounded-
) - ’ “EQn:
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upon fome fuppofed privilege or qualification by
- which the perfon fappofes himfelf to -be diftin:
guithed from others. I am’ not as other men are,
or even as this publican. We bavé Abrabam to our.
Sather. Whereas the appropriating perfuafion of
which we fpeak, is grounded tipon the free grant
which is made of the Saviour to all people, even
to the vileft of the vile, The prefumptuous coa- .
clude, upon imaginary or infufficient grounds, that
they are already believers and in a fate of* grace.
Bat in the perfaafion of which we fpeak, a man
regards himfelf no otherwife than as a poor finner
of makind to whom that word comes, in which
_God is making to him in particular a gift and
"grant of his Son Jefus Chrift unto eternal life. The
ground upon which the prefumptuous apply the
promifes, is always fomethmg that they fee in
themfelves, in their experiences or attainments.-
But this perfuafion appropriates the good of the
_promife as ours, for Chrift’s fake alone, ‘and be-
caufe the promife is direfted to all finners of man-

kind to whom the word of God comes. Pre.
famption is ‘a. groundlefs expe@ation of deliver- °
ance from wrath, withont holinefs or deliverance
from fin, But this is a perfuafion of falvation
from fin as well as from wrath ; a perfuafion that
we have fan&ification as well as jultification in our
Lord Jefus Chrift. Prefumption puffeth up, and
renders men fecure in fin. - But the more diftin&
and prevalent this perfuafion is in any perfon, he
will be the more humble, felf-denied, watchful,

and diligent in the fludy of univerfal obedience.
Objection 4th. If faith confifted in this.confident
perfuafion, then all a perfon would have to do,
. ‘ would

!
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“would be, by every poffible means, to work him-

felf up to, and confirm himfelf in it, whatever’

‘evidence he might _have of the contrary. - This
is a faith which may do.well enough for fools and
madmen, but whxch no wife man can be fatisfied
with *, :

Anfwer. What we fpeak of is a perfuaﬁon of

this, that in the gofpel offer and promife, God is

now giving us Jefus Chrift, the true bread from
heaven; and we have the fame evidence of this,
that we have of the gofpel being preached to us:
And furely what is oppofite to this is the moft'abo-
minable of all falfehoods, as it contradi@ls the beft
news that were ever heard in heaven or on earth,

"Perfons may, no doubt, come to fome fort-of per-

fuafion of all being well with them, by attempt-
ing a-compliance with termsand conditions, and
by a conceit of their own qualifications as un-
doubted evidences of their ftate of grace and fa-
vour with God. But the appropriating perfuafion
is of a quite different kind ; we are fo far from
WOrkmg ourfelves up teo’it, that we naturally hate
it, and do all we can to fortify ourfelves againft
it +: this continues to be the cafe in reality, what-
: ever

* Mr M‘ngh:s Sermons on Faith, p. 88. To the fame
"purpofe; * Omnino temere,” fays Bellarmine, « tanquam ex
-%-verbo, poflurit homines credere, fibi remiffa effe peccata ;**
¢.¢. “ Men cannot believe, as if warranted by the word, that
their fins are forgiven them, without the utmoft rafhnefs * The
zeafon is, That, in the word of God, falvation is nowhere pro-
_mifed to this or the other individual, this being peculiar to a
few who dre exprefsly named.

4 « As for hoping to be faved by faith only, as an humble re.

lying upon the promife in Chrift, it is againft the natural incli”
. R - natiom

-
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ever outward profeflions we make to the contrary, -
till the Lord the Spirit, work this perfuafion in us,
by enlightening the eyes of our underftandings to
apprehend the free grant of Chrift, of his righte.
oufnefs and falvation, as what God is prefently
making over to us poor finners of ‘mankind; to
each of us in particular.  The opinion of many,
that they can eafily work themfelves up to this
appropriating perfuafion, betrays their grofs igno- .
rance, not only of the nature of that perfnafion;
but alfo of the fpiritual blindnefs, enmlty, and le.
«gal bias, of the heart *. . .

When the obje&or fays, All a perfon wonld
have to do would be to work himfelf up to this
confident perfuafion : if he fpeaks of what unites
us to Chrift, we own, that we are united to bim,

S not

nation of man, till fanétified and fubdued to Chrift, his mind
being ignorant of the righteoufnefs of faith, and his heart too
proud to fubmit to it, and his guilty confcience fearful to truft
to it, without {fome works of his own. As for the high flown-
pretences of the Antinomians and the Famxhﬁs to faith without
works fubfequent, and works being prc_]udmal ‘they are the ir.
rational tranfport of an opinion, not the natural inclination of
the heart, or that which the confcience doth naturally acquiefce
in." Lutherus Redivivus, p.161.

% « There is nothing about Chrift Jefus, or about the whele
myftery of the gofpel, but is incredible to a natural man, and .
to a natiral reafon.—Do not ruf away eafily with an imagi-
nation, that it is a common and ordinaty thing to believe the
truth of gofpel-do@rine. People will fay, it is very eafy to
believe :—it is a hard matter to believe, they may fay, their own
falvation ; and that one is a great deal eafier than the other,
If there be a firm affent begotten by the Spirit of God upon
the heart, as to the foundation-truth of the gofpel, the particus
lar application of that to thy foul for thy falvation, will be.
found an eafy thing.”  Traill’s Third Sermon on ghe fledfoft

Adherence to the Profeffion of our Faith,
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not by doing, but by believing : bgt if he fpeaks |

of all that belongs to the Chriftian life, and to the

. evidence of our unjon to Cbrift, then there is a

)

great deal more indifpenfably neceffary : love, re-
pentance, the diligent fludy of univerfal obedi-
ence, are fully as much fo, as faith. 1f they be

‘accouated fools, who reft upon the gofpel-grant of

Chrift, and of eternal life in him, and are perfua-

ded, that, in doing fo, they- .fhall not be dlfappomt-

ed, we defire to be fuch fools mare and more.
. Objeition sth. There are various marks and
charaiters laid down in the word of God for us to
examine and prove ourfelves by. Bat to what
purpofe are thofe marks and charaQers, if our fa-
tisfadion or aflurance refpe&ing our gracious ftate
were a mere confident perfuaﬁon, and not the re-
fult of a rational and Scriptural inquiry *.
Anfwer. There is an aflurance, a full affurance,
in the dire& a& of faith ; but this is different from
what is properly called our fatisfaion or aflu-
rance refpe&ing our gracious ftate, or an affurance
that we have believed in a right manner; or that
we are already in afual pofleflion of Chrift and

his falvation : for the affurance of faith is ngither )

an affurance of what we have done, nor of what
we already poffefs, but only of what God is pre-

fently giving us in his word of grace and promife.

The Lord hath enjoined us to endeavour after
fatisfaion as to our gracious ftate, or the affurance
of fenfe, 2 Pet.i. 10. Whercfore the rather, bre-
thren, give diligence to make your calling and elec-
tion fure. Self-examination is a principal mean
of ob;ain'mg this fatisfalion. 2 Cor. xiii. §. Exa-
mine yom;/elw:, wlmber e be in the faith. In

order ]

- Mr M‘nght’s Six Sermoqs, page 93,
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order to a true knowledge of our flate, it is necef-
fary to examine, not only whether we have done
what is materially right, but whether it bas flowed
from a pure heart; whether our purity of heart

has flowed from a good confcience; whether our

good confcience has flowed from faith unfexgned
or that faith which makes an application of Chrift
to ourfelves in particnlar, upon po other footing
than that of the word of grace and promife. This
order is pointed out by the Apoftle, in 1 Tim. 1. 5.
Now the end of the commandment is charity, out of
a pure beart, and of a good confcience, and of faxtb
unfeigned.

Suppofing our fpiritual condition to be pecu
liarly dangerous, felf-examination is the appointed
mean of our coming to fuch a.true knowledge of
it, as will put us upon an immediate believing ap-.
plication of Chrift for our fpiritual healing: that
our experience may be like that of the woman

who had the bloody iffue, when fhe touched the

hem of his garment.

Onu the other hand, fuppofing that, in the exer-
cife of felf-examination, the Lord has heen plea«
fed to grant us fome diftin& wiew "of his own
work in our fouls as correfponding with the marks
and charalters of it in his word ; in that cafe, in-
flead of doating on our attainment, which is pecu-
liarly dangerous, we fhould improve it as an en-
couragement to the immediate renewed aling of
this appropriating faith ; that our faith, like that
of the Theflalonians, may grow exceedingly.

Objeflion 6tb.. Such a reprefentation of faith is
difcouraging to the weak and doubting, who may
be a true Chriftian, S
M  Anfwer.
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Anfwer. This do@trine muft difcourage the vain
confidence.that men have in themfelves, that they
are righteous, and that they have good qualifica-
tions; it muft difcourage their attempts to work
out or find fomething in themfelves which may
give them a right to lay claim to Chrift and his
falvation as their own. But to thofe who know
the plague of their own heart, and who can fee
nothing in themfelves but finfulnefs and mifery,
‘thefe goed news from a far country, muft be as
cold water to a thirfty foul; namely, that they,
not as believers, not as perfons fo and fo qualified,
but as poor finners of mankind, are called to look
to Chrift as the Lord their righteoufnefs, and to
Jook to the promifes as 7z bim Yea, that is, dire&-
ed to them, and i bim Amen, that is, fure to be
performed, 2o the glory of God by them.

The doubts that_profefling Chriftians labour
under, are either fuch as refpe& their own attain-
ments ; as, whether they have truly believed : or
fuch as refpe& their warrant in the gofpel to make
2 prefent, an immediate, application of Chrift to
themfelves in particular. There may be too
much ground for doubts of the former fort; for
men are naturally prone to think themfelves to
be fomething, while they are nothing, and fo to
deceive themfelves. But with refpe& to doubts
of the latter fort, they are the workings of that
unbelief which makes God a liar : and therefore
the principle of true faith, ‘even in the weakeft
believet, will maintain a confli&t with them as be-
longing to the fleth or depraved nature: For fbe
Seb lufteth aganft the fpirit, and the [pirit againff
zhe flefb. Now of two fchemes of do&trine, which

. . is
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#s the more favonrable and helpful to the Chri-
flian in this warfare? whether is it that which pal-
liates and excufes thefe doubts, which are fome of
his worft enemies; or that which fets the evil and
malignity of them in the ftrongeft light? Surely
the latter ; for he will make head againft thefe
doubts, only in proportion as he is enabled to fee,
in the glafs of the Lord’s word, the vanity and
vilenefs. of them. We have muny examples to
this purpofe in Scripture, particulirly in the
Plalms : Why art thou caft down, O my foul 2 why
art thou difquieted within me? Hope in God; for
A fball yet praife bim ; be is the bealth of my coun-
tenance, and my God. Will the Lord cafl off for
‘ever  and will be be favourable no more? Is bis
mercy clean gone for ever 2 Hath God jforgotten to
be gracious 2 Hatbh be in anger fbut up bis tender
mercies 2 And I faid, This is my infirmity. T us
. the Pflalmift ftruggled againft his doubts of {alva-
tion in the promife ; as.feeing them to be quite.
groundlefs, as feeing that they rofe from the finful
hafte and infirmity of his depraved nature.
‘Attempting to comfort perfons under perplex-
ing doubts of their falvation, by infifting upon
fome favourable things in their chara&er and ex-
. ercife as proofs of their being already true belie-
vers, is frequently very‘dangerous; and, in fome
~ cafes, proves a healing of the wound of the foul”
flightly ; a crying, peace, peace, while there is no.
peace : But it never can be improper or unfeafon-
able to fet before the perfon the free grant of an
all-fufficient Saviour, in the gofpel offer and pro-
mife : for, fuppofing the worft as to the perfon’s
real cafe, this gofpel declaration is confiftent with
' M2 the-
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the moft plain, particular, and faithful dealing
with him concerning the heinoufnefs and aggrava-
tions of his fins; nay, it is abfolutely neceffary to
.any dealing with him at all abont, that which is
. chiefly the ruin of fouls in the vifible church, the
fin of unbelief. This was ftill the method of the
Apoftles. Be it known unto you, men and bretbren,
that through this Man is preackhed unto you the for-
- givene/s of fins: Beware, therefore, left that come
upon you which was [poken by the Prophets, Be-
bold, ye defpifers, and wonder, and persfb. It was
the method of the Mafter himfelf : Perily, versly,
1 fay unto you, ye feck me, not becaxfe ye faw the
miracles, but becayfe ye did eat of the loaves, and
were filled—My Fatber giveth you the true tread
Jrom beaven. On the other hand, fappofing the
beft in the doubting perfon’s cafe, nothing can be
more proper than fuch a gofpel declaration ; for,
if he have grace in the root or habit, this is the -
appeinted mean of calling it forth to lively and
vigorous exercife, if he have the marks and cha-
- ralters of one who is not almoft, but altogether a
" Chriftiap, a prefent believing application of this
word of life is the way to have them brightened
and corroborated.

"DIS-




OF SAVING FAITH: 137

_DISCOURSE V.

1 Joun iii. 23:

This is lm commandment, That <we fhould BE-
LIEVE on the name of his Son Jesus CHRIST.

WE may fum up-what has been delivered in the
preceding difcourfes concerning the olje@? and the
aé? of faving faith,

With refpect to the oBJEGT of faith, we ob-
ferve, that Jefus Chrift the Eternal Son of God is
the immediate objett of it. By faith we behold
him as ghe Lamb of God, who taketh away the fin
of the world, as our facrificing and interceding
High Prieft, who deals with God on our behalfy
and as our Prophet and King, who deals with us
on God’s behalf.

God is the nltimate objet of faith. In belie-
ving on Chrilt, we believe on God, 1 Pet. i. 21
Wbo by bim do believe in God who raifed bim from -
the dead, and gave bim glory, that our faith and
Bope miight be in God. Hence when the Philippian
jailor believed in Chrift, he is faid to bave Jelreved
#n God. Chrift is our way to God :. John xiv. €..
No man cometh ta the Futher but by me. Heis the
door of our accefs to God.

The.word of God,. paricularly the. gofpel-pro--
mife, is the matter believed. It is, no doubt, the-
property of faith to believe whatever Godreveals;.
but it could not be faving faith, if it were not a.

M3 beliefs
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belief of the free promife of falvation by Jefus
Chrift. Tbis is the reft and the refrefbing.
With refpe& to.the AcT of faving faith, it is a
real and unfeigned perfuafion. Many fay, they
have faith, who have it not. The Apoftle James
deals with fuch in the fecond chapter of his
epiftle.
It is a fure perfuafion. . The moft ptobable no-
tion or opinion about the infinitely important
affair of our everlafting 'falvation, ‘would afford

* nothing but perplexity and heart-wavering. Faith

conld not eftablifh the heart, if there were no al-

‘furance in its nature.

It is a fupernatural perfuafion, wrought in us
by the Holy Spirit, as the Spirit of wifdom and
revelation in the knowledge of Chrift. He en-
lightens the eyes of our underftanding to know
Chrift as the only Saviour, and our Saviour.

It is an appropriating perfuafion : It is a per-
fuafion that Chrift crucified is ours, upon no other
ground than the free grant and promife, which
God is now making in the gofpel to finners of
mankmd indefinitely. In this refpe@ faith is juft
an echo to the joyful found of the gofpel.—The
gofpel fays of Chrift, He is the Saviour of finners’;
the Saviour of the world. He is my Saviour, -
fays faith, for I belong to the world of finnersy
of whom he bears the charater of the Saviour.—
The gofpel fays, Tbis is the name whereby he foall
be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNEss. He
is the Lord my nghteonfnefs fays faith.—His voice
in the gofpel is, I am the Lord thy God. Faith
retirns, Thou art my Lord and my God.

We
1
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We come now . to inquire into the import of
faith being God’s commandment.

Here two points' are to be confidered : namer, ’
That believing on the name of Jefus Chrift is one
of God’s commandments ; and, That it is hxs come
mandment by way of eminence.

Since believing on the name of Jefus Chnﬁ is
one of God’s commandments, it muft be our duty.
This, however, is perfe@ly confiftent with its
being God’s work of grace. A great part of that
which, in the covenant of grace, he promifes to )

- work in us, is-our duty. Thus he promifes to puz
bis fear into our bearts, and to circumcife our hearts
to love bim ; to put bis laws into our minds, and to
write them in our bearts. Again, Faith is that
whereby we are made aftual partakers of Chrift,
of his righteoufnefs and falvation. In this refped,
faith is net confidered as our work or’duty, but
merely as a mean or inftrument of God’s appoint-- -
ing and giving, whereby we receive Chrift and his
benefits into aftual poffeflion. In this. fenfe the
Apottle fays, It is of faith that it might be of
grace. This, however, does not hinder faith from
being juftly confidered as our duty in another re. .
fpe&, namely, as it is required in the firt come
mandment of the moral law. ‘

We may here point out fome things evidently
included in the DUTY of believing.

1. Endeavouring to attain the knowledge of
what is taught in the word concerning Chrift.
They who are negleting to feek the true know-
ledge of what the Scriptures teftify of Chrift, are
negle@ing to believe in him. Knowledge is fo ne-

oeﬁarytofmh,thatthc former is often put :‘: :
St
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the latter. Ifaiah liii. x1. By bis knowledge, that
is, by the faith of him, /Ball my-righteous Servant
Juftify many. Let fuch as would believe in the
name of Chrift, ufe diligence to know what the
Scripture teaches concerning their unfpeakable
need of him, concerning his perfon and offices, con<
-cerning the making, the proper condition, the pro-
mifes, and the adminiftration of the covenant of
grace, concerning their finful and miferable condi-
tion under the broken coevenant of works, and the
way and manner of their happy inftatement in the
covenant of grace. Let not the precious moments,
m which they have an opportunity of attaining a
competent knowledge of the things which belong
to their eternal peace, be criminally fquandered
away in the vain purfuits and amufements of this
world. It will be more' tolerable for Sodom and
‘Gomorrah in the day of judgment, than for per-
fons in the vifible church-that tive and die with:
out the faving knowledge of Chrift: God fays
eoncerning fuch, They are a people of no under-
Slanding ; and therefore be that made them will not
bave mercy on them, and be that formed tbem will
Jhew them no favour.

2. Endeavouring to have a deep impreffion of,
and fubjeition of heart unto, the authority of God
fpeaking in his word. We do not truly receive the
teftimony of God concerning his Son, unlefs we re-
ceive it on account of the authority of the Teftifier. -

People may feem to have an efteem of many articles
~ of gofpel truth, becaufe they can fomehow contrive
to reconcile them to their natural underftanding, or
becaufe they appear agreeable to cheir natural de-
fire of happinefs, But furely-true faith is a diffen

ent.




OF SAVING FAITH. - B 3K
‘ent thing : it is areceiving what God fays, for the
beft of all reafons, namely, becaufe it is God that
fays it. Such was the reception which the gofpel
met with among the Theflalonians. For this caufe,

- fays the Apoftle to them, tdank we God without

ceafing, becaufe, when ye received the word of God
which ye beard of s, ye received it not as the word
of men, but (as it is in truth) the word of God.
Hence faith is not fo much our faying any thing,
as our filent acquiefcence in what God fays.

3. Another thing, included in this duty of be-
licving, is, that we fhould be exercifed in applying
and teking home the word of the gofpel to sur-
felves, as a word dire@ed to vs in particular. .As

"the word of the law can beof no ufe for reproaf or
conviftion, without application to ourfelves: nei-
" sher can the word of the gofpel afford us any re-
lief without as particular an application. When
the Lord fayz, T&e word of fakvation is fent to you,
T2 promife is to you, each of us ought to be fay-
ing, To me, to me. Wherefore. is Chrift Jifted
ap, as Mofes lifted up the ferpent in thewildernafs
Each of us fhould be faying, That I, a poor finaer
of Adam’s family, may lock to him as my Se-
viour. Whom is he calling and inviting do sen-
derly, fo impartunately, to take the water of kife
Jreely? Each of us fhould ftill be faying, Me.,
Whom does he command to trudt in him for evese
lalting falvation? Me, hell-deferving me #,
- . 4 Another

# Confidering our natural averfion to the believing application

of Chrift to ourfelves as finners, upon no other footing than the fren
" grantof him in the gofpel, thereis great propriety in the follow.
ing exbortation of Luther, in his commentary onthefe words, in

Gal ii. z0. He loved me, and gave himfelf for me: « Who is
: this
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"4. Another thing that belongs to the duty of
believing, is; that we fhould effay to avow or pro-
fefs to God, to our own fouls, and alio, as there is
occafion, to men, that we do believe, and that we
defire to be delivered from our unbelief. Though
this avowal may not be neceffary to the exiftence,
it is fo to the diftin&nefs, of the exercife of faith.
We fhould efpecially make this avowal or profef-
fion unto God ; as the Pfalmift frequently does :
Pfal. xxxi. 14. But I trufled in thee, O Lord: I
Jaid, Thou art my God. cxlii. 5. I cried unto thee,
‘0 Lord, I faid, Thou art my refuge, and my por-
tion in the Jand of the living : and as the father of
the child, in Mark ix. 24.did ; who cried out, and
Jatd with tears, Lord I believe ; belp thou mine un- -
delicf. Indeed our Lord enjoins us, to make thls
avowal in our prayers, when he dire@ts "us to”
to God,-Our Fatber ; and that we fhall be brought
#o this avowal, is. matter of promife, Tboz fhalt
call me, My Fatber : Thou fbalt” call me Ifbi, my
byfband. We thould alfo make the fame profef-
 fion of faith to our own fouls, as a mean of flirring
them up to the more hve]y exercife of faith : We
- have examples of this in the Pfalms: Why art
thou caft down, O my. Joul 2 why art thou difguset-
ed within me 3 bope in Gad, for I fball yet praife
. &im, who is the bealth of my countenance and my
-God. Again, My /oul wait thow only upon God ;
ﬁr my expellation is fram bim. He only is my

rec.é

this me 2 *’ fays he, « Even I, a wretched and daninable fioner;
was fo dearly beloved of the Son of God, that he gave himfelf
for me. O print this word M in yeur heart, and apply it to
your ownfelf, not doubting but that you are one of thofe te
~#¥hom this Mx belongeth,” .

.
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vock, and my falvation. We are alfo, as_there is-
occafion, to make this profeffion before men ; for,
we are not to be afhamed of Chrift, who is our:
baope, before men ; left he be athamed of us, when
be cometh in the glory of bis Fatber, with bis boly
angels.

5. Another thmg included in this duty of be-
lieving in the name of Jefus Chrift, is) that we fhould
be careful to- continue in this faith. For this end
it is neceflary that we learn to diftinguifh between
truth and error in do&rine ; that we may be efta-
blithed in the former, and that we may give no
fort of countenance to the latter; for the Holy
Spirit faith, Ceafe from the inftruion which cauf-

o eth to err fraom the words of knowledge. And again,
Beware left ye alfo, being led away by the error of
the wicked, fall from your own Jfledfafinefs. To
abide in the faith, is to abide in the truth which faith
receives, and on which it relies. We are alfo to
firuggle againft the remaining unbelief of the
heart, which is always working.to make us give
up our confidence in the promife ; fometimes re--
prefenting other feeming fupports, fuch as, worldly
riches, wifdom, ftrength, or feif-righteoufnefs, as. .
better than it ; fometimes taking occafion, from a
diftrefling fenfe of the guilt and power of fin, or
from the difcouraging afpeét of providence, to fug-
geft that the promife does not belong to us, and
that we thall never fee it verified. Tn this cafe,

- we are called to hold faft the confidence and re-
joicing of hope firm unto the end. Our Lord is
faying to us, as he faid to Jairus, Fear not, only
believe. The more that Satan, the world, and un-
belief, vilify this way of making the Lord’s pro-

mife



1Y THE SCRIPTURE DOCTRINE
mife in Chrift the fingle and fufficient ground of
our confidence, we fhould ftudy to commend and
magnify it the mare; and to be the more. yefolute
in faying with the church, He will turn again, he
will have compaffion upon us; he will fubdie our
iniquities ; and he will cat all our fins into the
" depths of the fea. It is good that a man fbonld beth
Bope and quietly wast for the falvation of the Lords
Such is the conflit by which faith is tried and
proved to be genuine.

6. Aaother thing included in our obedience to
this commandment, is, that we fhould ftudy to grow
in faith. True believers are far from refting in
what faith they have already attained ; but are ftill
prefling towards a greater meafure of it ; they are
keeping 'up the cry of the difciples, Lord, ixcreafe
our faith. They fee that they cannot have more.
Redfaftnefs in the way of duty, more fuccefs in
work or warfare, more Ipiritual ftrength or com-
fort, but in the way of their having more faith.

_ 9. The diligent ufe of means is alfo included in
the duty of believing in the name of Jefus Chrift.
. They that hear the voice of Wifdom, or belicve
the word of Chrift, are watching daily at bis gates,
waiting at the pofls of kis doors. Th&command-
ment of God to believe in the nameof his Son
Jefus Chrift, bindeth us to acquaint!::kelves with
thofe things contained in the Scriptures; becanfe
they were written for this very end, t5at we may
Believe that, Yefus is the Som of God, and that, believ-
ing, we may bave life through bis name. - The word
_of God, contained in the Scriptures of the Old
and ‘New Teftament; is both what we are to be-

licve, and the mean of bringing us to beheve for,
faxth




oF uvma FAITH. . 145 ‘
faith cometh by hearing, and Ixeanng by the word
of God. _Let them, therefore, that weuld have
faving faith, be diligently envaged in xcading and

. hearmg the word of faith, in laymg it up in their

memories, and in meditating apoa it. Let them
never fuffer it to depart from their minds, but let
them have it dwelling in them ‘in all wifdom.
A nother mean, the ufe of which is efpecially re-
qutred by this commandment, is prayer. Natural
men are utterly averfe from, and mcapacxtated for,
prayer, as it is a real offering up of their defires to
God for things agreeable to his will, in the name
of Chrift. They have no defire of what is truly
and fpiritually good ; no faith by which to make
ufe of Chrift’s name. Yet, while they have been
attempting this duty, from no better prineiple .
than felf-love, the Lord, who will countenance and
honour his own ordinance, has given them faith,
and enabled them to pray in deed ‘and in truth.
In this cafe, that word is verified, Befpre they call,
I will anfwer. While they remained in unbelief,
whatever name themfelves or others might give
to their exercife, there was no calling, not a fylla-
ble of prayer, in. God's account ; yet, in a way of
fovereignty, he gives them faith, Thus, he an-
Jwers the cry of their need'; he anfwers the deﬁgu
of his own ordinance ; he anfwers the petmon,
which, upon obtaining the grace of faith, they im-
mediately offer np ; for faith, as- foon as it is be-
fowed, difcovers itfelf, by an ardent and unextin-
ble defite of faith. In. prayer, we are tb
make much ufe of fuch promifes as this, In &
name fball the Gentiles truft, faying, Do as they
hﬁ/md. We fliould think highly of the feafon
N of
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of our attendance on gofpel-ordinances, as a bleffed
opportunity of hearing Chrift’s voice ; as the day
of his power, wherein he makes bis people willing-
neffes, or free will-offerings ; as the happy bozr
which cometh and now s, in which the dead fball
Bear the woice of the Son of God, and they that bear
Shall live. Thus, we are diligently to ufe the
word, facraments, and prayer, as means of our efta-
‘blithment and growth in faith.

8. It is included in-obedience to this command-

ment, that we fhould afcribe the work of faith, in
the beginning, the continuance, the increafe, and
the finithing of it, to the almighty agency of the
Holy Spirit. Faith is not of ourfelves. Nay, we -
are naturally full of averfion to it. What Chrift
faid to the Jews, he fays to all men in their natu-
ral ftate, Xe will not come to me, that ye might bave
Jife. The habit or difpofition to believe is created
in us by the power of the Holy Spirit enlighten-
ing us to difcern fpiritually what God is giving us
in the gofpel, and determining us to make appli-
«cation thereof to ourfelves. With refpe& to Ghrift -
.and his falvation brought nigh to us in the word, |
we are naturally in the {ame cafe that Hagar was

- in with refpe@ to the well of water: She could
not fee it, till the Lord opened her eyes. What- -
ever believing views we get or defire to get of -
Chrift, of his rightcoufnefs and falvation, or of the
great and precious promifes in him, they are
wholly to be afcribed 1> the Holy Spirit.. Hence
he is called the Spirit of faith. It is no lefs necef-

_ fary to regard -the Holy Spirit as the worker of

faith in us, than it is to regard Chrift as the pur.

chafer of it for us. ~Hence the promife of the Ho-

ly
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ly Spirit fhould be unfpeakably precious tous:
his indwelling, and all his faving and effeGual ope-
rations, fhould be unipeakably precious. We-thould
be habxmally longing. and lookmg for more and
more experience of thefe operations, faying with
the fpoufe, Awake, O north wind, and come, thou
Jouth ; blow upon my garden, that the [pices thereof
may flow out.

Here, however, it is ncceﬁ'ary to remember,
that our expcnence of the work of the Holy Spmt
“is in no refped, in no degree, the rule of duty, or
our warrant for fetting about the performance of
it. The whole faving work of the Holy Spirit
lics in conforming us to the word; in making us
know what is revealed in the word ; in making us
yield a ready compliance with the calls and com-
mands of the word. The perfetion of the Holy
Spirit’s work within us lies in its exaé correfpon~
dence with the abfolutely perfe& plan of it in his
ewn word without us, The gofpel that came to
the Theflalonians in the Holy Ghoft, was no other
than that which came to them in word. The
wonders which the Pfalmift defired to fee by the
Lord’s opening his eyes, were no other than what
are declared in his law. The condu& of the Spi-
rit which the Pfalmift defired, was the orderixig of
his fteps in his own word. Thus, we fay, the
word of God, contained in the Scriptures of the
Old and New Teftament, is the only rule of duty,
and our'only warrant for fetting abont the per-
~ formance of it. Hence, while we depend wholly
vpon the Holy Spirit for his enabling us to be-
Iieve in Chrift, we are to look to his word alone,
and not at all to our own experience of the Spt-’
N2 rit’s
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rit's work, as our warrant to believe : we are new

to effay the exercife of faith, becaufe the word is-
now calltng us to it.  Surely it is one of the vileft

fuggeihons of the corrupt heart to allege the want
of experience of the Spirit’s work, as an excufe
for refuﬁng the prefent call which he himfelf is
giving us in his word.

“We fhall only add, that the great aim of our

obedience to this commandment is, to give God'
the praile of the glory of ‘his grace. The mouth

of faith is filled with the praifes of grace reigning
through righteoufnefs unto eternal life: faith
afcribes the whole of our falvation to free and

fdverexgn grace: That which afctibes any part, -

be it ever fo fmall, of our falvation to the free
will, fufficiéncy, or exertions of the creature, is
mot the faith in Jefus Chrift of which we fpeak,
but is dire@ly contrary ta it.

.We now proceed to the confideration of the
other point which is here to be confidered; name-
ly, . That this commandment, shat we {kould be-
lieve in the name of Jefus Chrift, is the cammand.-

ment of God by way of eminence ; it is hlS great.

commandment,

1. It is fo, becaufe our obedience to this com- .

mandment lays the foundation of our obedience to

all the other commandments. Believing in Jefus.

Chrift the Son of God is the firft and immediate

duty of every gofpel-bearer. In believing, the.

perfon puts on the Lord Jefus Chrift, and fo is
fornifhed and prepared unto every goed word and
wotk. By faith we abide in Chrift. But, faith
Chrift, He that abideth in me and I in him, the
fame brmg:tb forth much Sruit: for, wuhou; 1me,

© that

.
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that lis, while you are not abiding in me, yecan -
- do nothing. In a word, faith in Chrift is the firft-
inftance of genuine obedience to God's command--
ments, that is ever found in any of fallen man-
kind ; and’ the diligent fludy of acceptable obedi-
. ence to all his commandments neceffarily follows .
as the effe& follows its caufe. _

2. It is fo, becaufe our obedience to it; in fo:
peculiar and fignal a manner, gives glory to God.-
The glory that faith gives to God, is that of the:
higheft manifeftation of his name and perfeltions.
that was ever made to his creatures ; namely, the:
manifeftation thereof in- the obedience and death.
of his eternal Son. Saving faith is the Jight of the’
Maoivledge of the gloryl of God, not in the works of
the old creation, but in tbe face of Jefus Chrifts
A gain, faith, in a peculiar manner, gives glory to-
God, by its ftedfaft adherence to his revealed;
truths, that are foolifhnefs to natural men; and
by its firm perfuafion and: hearty embracing of
thofe promifes, which to- the-eye of fenfe: appeac
moft ualikely or even-impoflible to: be fulfilled:
Abrabam, not confidering his body now dead, nor.
yet thé dradnefs of Saruk’s womb, fuggered uot at
the promife, but was firong in:faith, givinp glorp
to God. Faith is. remarkable as it is of all the-
graces of the Spirit: the moft. fef-emptying : Its
conftant and invariable language is, That it has
nothing in itfelf, or in the creature ; butall in Him
whom it looks- to and apprehends. Some would
have it to be a term or condition, giving us a claim
or title to' Clirift and his falvation. But faith itfelf
abliors the arrogant pretenfion: Like the natural!
eye, it regards not itlelf; it regards nothing but.its-
- N3 glorious;
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glorious objed. Talk they, fays faith, of the per-
formance of terms or conditions;..Gad fotbid that
I fhould glory, fave‘in the fulflment of the cen-
dition of t ¢ covenant of grace by Him who faid,
when he was dymg on the crofs, IT 1S FINISHED,.
This is that finithed Wwotk, by which God was fo
eminently glorified on earth, and from which I
alone expedt psrdon sod peace with God, grace
and glory, and every good tbing. Thus faith
falls in with the great defign of the gofpel, which
is, That the lafeinefs of ‘men may be bowed douwn,
and the baughtimefs of min made Iows a-d tlu
tde Lord alene ay be exalted.

" We may now add fome ﬂxort xmprovement of
the fubje&.” - ,
‘1, From what bas heen fud, we way Tearn, how
 precions. and neceffary faith is, as it ¥ our obe-
- dience to God’s great commandment : by it, we
are made partskers of " precious Chrift, and of
the. pxecxous promifes. . Hence the A paftle calls it
* precions faith, 2 Pet, i. 1., Stmion Peter, a fervant
and an apsfile of Fefur Corifl, to them. that batie,
abtained, of, ta them wha reseive by inhé¥itance,

- kike precions faith, through the righteoufnefs of oxr
God and Saviour Fefas Chriff. You need nox
‘wander, ther, that the minifters of the - gofpel in-
§ift' fo much upon the duty of believing an the
Sun of God ; upea the shialute neceffity of it3
tpon-the nature, the grounds, and warrants of it3
We only defite you ta judge by the followipg
text in what degree this fubjeék onght te eagage”
your attenition. John iii. 36. He that ddlicwts on
thie Son hdth everiafiing life : -ansd bs thot bdscvath
L : not
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not the Son foall not fee lifs : ,61« tbe wralb ngod
abideth on bim. :

2. Hence we' fee what is our great ‘buf nrﬂa~
under a gofpel-difpenfation. It is to believe on
the name of Jefus Chrift the Son of God. It is
to accept of the free grant of eternal life in hima
You are this moment either believing, or defpi-
fing and rejefting it. If you dow believe, you. .
will be ftudious of thofe things whith we have.
confidered as ihcluded in the duty of believihg..
Ye will be endeavouring ta know what is taught.
in the ward concerning Chrift and bis falvation ;
to have your hearts fubjefted to the authoiity of
God fpesking in tiis-word ; te' make # belisving
application of Chrift 1o yourfelves in partichiar 3;
to make a profeffion of yaur faith to Gad; o yous:
own- fouls, and hefore the world; ta have:yduy
faith eftablithed amd increafed ; to be diligent in:
the ufe of means; and yet to afecibe the begine
ning, the continoance, and the increafe, of your
faith, emtirely to the - almighty operation of thé
Holy Spirit: acknowledging ‘that the praife of alk
belobgs to rich, free, and foverexgn grace. To
you that believe, Chrift is precions : ye ave like

" the mexchant, feeking goodly pearls, who, when be
bad found one pearl of great price, went and fold
all that be bad amd-bougitit: Ye sre coumting
all things but /o jumdlvng that pa may wim Lhrsfly
axd be found in lim, net bawing your own rightes

" aw/aefsy whicd is of the law, but that wibich. is
througd the faith of Chrift, the righteaufac/s which
& of God ¥y faith.—But we have 6o much: caufe
.tm apprehend that, to. the bulk of perfons unded
theouvmnd difpenfosion of the word,: Choil} iv a

ﬁoﬂ
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Sone of fumbling and. rock of offence. 'This has
been the cafe in former ages; and furely we have
reafon to fear that it is very much fo at prefent,
when - there is fuch 2 manifeft declenfion from the
“word of Cbrift, both in profeffion and pra&tice.
Wherefore there is too much ground to'addrefs
ourfelves to unbelievers, as being the greater part
 of our hearets. ‘Well, Sirs, fince you perfift in
defpifing and rejedting the Son of God, we muft’
deal faithfully and plainly with you: we muft tell
you that we have heavy tidings to you : you are
condemned alyeady : the wrath of Ged abideth on.
you. - Becaufe ye fe¢ at nought all bis counfel, and
will ‘bave mone of bis riproof, he is threatening:
that he will Zugh at your calamity, and mock.
* when your fear cometh, But you will fay,:
Wherein have we defedC hrift? Some of you:
are not afbamed to proclaim that you do fo, by
your open profanity, by your horrid oaths, your:
Sabbath-breaking, drunkennefs, and the like..
But fay you, We have.none of thefe things to re..
proach ourfelves with. We are fober honeft:
" people. But if ye can~habitually behold fuch.
tranfgreflors, without feeling either. compafliorr
for their fouls, or concern for the flagrant dif-:
bonour they do to-God ; alas! what are ye_bet-
ter than they ? Are not many of you in youn
hearts mere worldlings, who,. provided you can.
get fuch worldly things as your hearts are fet up-.
on, care nothing for the” word" and ordinances of.
€brift > You are called honeft: but you are not:
truly fo, unlefs you are ftudying to give God his-
due as well as your neighbour. If I e a fatbery
. ﬁy:Gnd wbmumolmw! qnde b¢ ma-

SR ’ ﬂ”’.
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Ser, where is my fear 2 Do not many of you ne-
gle& fecret prayer, that is, utiring to a fecret
Place, and employing fome time in prayer every
evening and every morning? Do not many of
you, who are heads of families, negle®t family-
worthip? But fay you, We perform thefe duties 5
and are regular church-members. Ountward
church-memberthip. is no certain evidence of true
faith : and many go the rouad of duties. ontward-
ly, whofe hearts are otherwife engaged. Hai. xxix.
x3. This people draw wear me with their mouth,
and with their lips da bonowr me, but buve removed
their beart far from me. “ But fay you, We have
had great convitions and concesn about our guikt
and danger : So had Cain, Judas, and many others
who are now in hell. But :you add, thet yout
“beart is wouderfully changed : You. may getane
other heart, like Saul, and yet never get the new
heart. The fiony-grouad  hearers, no doubt,
thought they had undergone a wondexful change,,
when they received the word with joy and en-
dured for a while: But they were firangersto a -
faving change. But you infift, that you cannot
help thinking, that fince you have fo many goed
things about you, it is hard that you fhould not

_ be allowed to be true believers. Take heed Ileft

what you call your good things be not, like the
young man’s great pofleflions, the fatal eccafion of
an eternal pasting between ChriRt and you. " You -
have been brought not ouly to civility and fobriety,
but to the pratice of religious duties, to.convition,
and to fome delight in hearmg the word : all this is

well in icfelf. Yet you lack one thmg You have
. sot
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not been brought to quit and forfake all in point
of trift or dependeénce, and to come away ftript
of all your duties, convi&tions, frames, and good
qualifications; 3s poor finners, to take up your
reft in the name of Chrift as the Lord your righte-
oufnefs. You allow that you ought to renounce
the fins you are confcious of, but you cannot think
of renouncing your own righteoufnefs as filthy
rags. Youn have been troubled about feveral fins,
bat not about unbelief, or your not believing the
record of God concermng his Son, whereby ye
have made God a liar *. You are entcrtaxnmg a
" conceit of yourown abllmes to believe at any time;
@nd hence you delay the work of believing from
day today. Yet after all your obflinacy in rebel-
lion,  the voice of the Son of God is to you: the
gofpel-grant of himfelf and-his whole falvation is
to you. 70 you is the word of this falvation fent.
Chrift is faying to yon, “ My Father giveth you
th true Ereadfmm bmen, that each of you may’
X : eat

»a Unbeheftefafethﬂwonlyremedy, and therefore mutt
needs caufe deftruction.  He ' that hath not the Son, -hath not
tife, 1 John v. 2. 'Befides, unbelief is a fin againtt the moral
law, not believing the veracity, nor trufting in the promife, of
God. He that believeth not God, hath made him a liar, be-
caufe he believeth not the record that God gave of his Son. It
i contrary to love and thankfulnefs, defpifing the riches of the
grace of God. - It is contrary to repentance ; nay, implieth the
greateft love of, and obftinacy in, fin. It carrieth the greateft
contempt of God, his Son, and fpiritual things; and theweth,
that men .choofe their lufts, and creatures, rather than God, .
though with the lofs ef-their fouls. It, therefore, greatly ag-
gravates man’s other fins, and baftens his condemnation. So- -
that unbelief doth not condemn as being difobedience to a new-
eommand, but as it is a breach of the moral law, as it binds on

all other fins, and as it refufeth pardon.” See LatbmuRcdwl-
wus, Paag.
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eat thereof and not die. Hearken to me, ye flout-

- bearted, that are far from righteoufnefs ; I bring

mear my righteoufnefs, and my falvation fball not
tarry. Behold me as the propitiation for your fins,
behold me as THE LORD YOUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.
T am firetching forth my hand all the day long to °
a difobedient and gainfayihg people: I am ftill
faying to you, Behold me, behold me. I would
gather you as a hen gathereth her chickens under
her wings. Come then to truft under my wings:
‘Whether you have been more grofs finners, fuch

as thofe Corinthians had been, mentioned in 1 Cor.
vi, g, 10. or more {pecious, as Paul had been be-
fore his converfion; whatever you are or have
been, being finners of Adam’s family, that now
hear this call, you are welcome to me: Believe
that I will not caff you out. Believe that I
am and will be that to you, which Iam de-
clared to be in the word of the gofpel : That I am
and will be to you a Prieft to bear all your iniqui-
ty, that you may never have to bear it; that in
me you may have peace: That I am and will be
to you a Psophet, to make you wife unte falva-
tion: That I am and will be to you a King, to
flay the enmity of your hearts, to make you my

willing people, to make you free indeed. Unlefs

ye believe that I am and will be to you what I
am declared to be in the word, ye thall die in youg
fins; ye fhall perith eternally. Hear, and your

fouls fhall live.”

Thus, you fee Chrift is very hearty in making

a free offer and grant of himfelf and all falvation .
to you as finners. And it is the great command-
ment of his Father, which was proclaimed by a
voice
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voice from the excellent glory, that ye fhould hear

‘Him : a voice out of the eloud on the mount of

traosfiguration, faid, This is my beloved Som, in -

whom I am well pleafed: bear ye bim. And this
“is bis commandment, that we fbould believe on thbe
name of bis Son Fefus Chriff. The Holy Spirit alfs
Jaith, To-day, if ye will bear bisvoice. And the
Spirit and the bride fay, Come. And ket bim that
Leareth fay, Come. And let bim that is atbirf
come. ~And whofoever will, let bim take the water
of iife freely. It is true, a day of fapernatural
almighty power is neceffary to believe in a fa-
'ving manner. '~ But we are to diftinguith ‘between
the real puttinef forth of that power in our cafe,
and the diftinét or comfortable fenfe or feeling of
it. O finner! if thou art at length verily perfua-
‘ded, that God, in this werd of faith which we

. preach, which is in thy mouth and in thy heart, i3

'

at this moment giving thee his well-beloved Son
and all his falvation; and if thou art now taking
up thy eternal reft upon this bleffed gift and grant;
know affuredly, that there is a real putting forth

of that fupernatural power towards thee; there is

a cord caft forth from the heart of evetlafting love
for drawing thee to itfelf, whether it be fenfibly
felt or not. But hold on in‘effaying the exercife
of this faith, looking up to Him who ‘alone is the
firength of thy life; and by the fruits thou fhak
know, that it is the true grace of God wherein
thou fiandeft. ‘ '

DI

—— e ————
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DISCOURSE VL =

1 JomN iii. 23.

This is his commandment, That we fhould BELIEVE
on the name of bis Son JEsus CHRIST.

THE do&rine of falvation by faith in Chrift Je-
fus, has often been objefted to as relaxing our
obligation to good works. Some have thought-
the moft proper way of obviating this objetion
was, to reprefent faith itfelf as being, in its formal
nature, a cordial fubje&ion to the laws and govern-
ment of Chrift, and as a compound of holy tem-
pers and qualifications. But this is only pretend-
ing to obviate an objection by a grofs mifreprefen-

" tation. For, if the Holy Spirit had meant fuch a

fubje&ion, or fuch a compound, he would have
ufed fome other word or phrafe, fuch as, love, re«
pentance, the fear of the Lord, any of which are
much better adapted to fuch a meaning, than the .
word faith or believing. And then, according to
fuch a reprefentation, faith could never be oppo-
fed, as it is, to all our works of obedience. By
grace are ye faved, through faith—not of works,.
The Scripture takes a quite different way of an
fwering the obje&ion under confideration; which
is, not by reprefenting faith as, in its formal na.
ture, a fubje@ion or obedience to the laws of
Chrift, but by thewing that faith, while it is itfelf
o one
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one inftance of obedience, is fufficient, by virtue
of the grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift, which # ap-

~ prehends, to bring us to every other inftance of

obedience: and that the feveral branches of holi-
nefs are fruits of faith; fruits which, in their place,

are no lefs neceffary to our feeing the Lord, than

faith itfelf. The apoftle James, in the fecond
chapter of his epiftle, teacheth us the neceflity of
good works, not by reprefenting them as conttitu-
ting faith, or included in it, but by fhewing, that
they are infeparable fruits and evidences of it. I

‘will, fays he, fbew thee my faith by my works. It

is not more neceffary that faith thould be at all,
“than that it thould be produive of the fruits of
new obediences You may as well fuppofe that,
according to the eftablithed courfe of nature, the
fun may rife upon our hemifphere, without diffu-
fing light, as fuppofe that true faith can be in any
foul, without being accompanied with fuch fruits
or EFFECTS, as We are now going to enumerate.

1. Wherever this faith is, it produceth peace,
hope, and joy. ' There is no genuine or lafting
peace to the foul of man, but what is attained by
the faith of Chrift. Perfons may. feem, for a time,
to have peace of mind, arifing from fome conceit
or vain opinion of their own righteoufnefs. But,
fince this pretended righteoufnefs of theirs is, in
reality, no righteonfnefs, but a want of conformi-
ty to the law, particularly, in the principle from
which it proceeds, and in the end to which it is
dire@ed ; fince their fuppofed peace is grounded on
a falfe notion that God will account that righte-
oufnefs, which his law does not account fuch, and
hat he will adjudge them to life, whom his holy

and
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and nghteous law adjudges to death; fince they
- think-that God is altogether fuch a one as them«
felves; they will find, in a little, when con-
fcience thall be awakened, and they will no long-
er be able to thut out the truth concerning the
holinefs and inflexible juftice of God from their
miads, that what they called their peace was but
- a delufive and fatal fecurity ; under which they
flattered themfelves in their iniquity, and trea-
Jured up to themfelves wrath- againft the day of
wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of -
God. Baut the righteoufnefs of Chrift, apprehended
by faith, affords true and everlafting peace with God,
and peace of confcience - for well may that give
us peace of confcience which gives full fatisfac-
tiori to the demands of law. and juftice, which re.
moves all the grounds of difference between God
and us, and with which God has, by the moft
glorious demonttrations, declared himfelf well
pleafed.” The righteoufnefs of Chrift, apprehend-
ed by faith, affords alfo the hope of eternaliife;
‘whick God, who cannot ke, promifed before tbe
‘world began,  Faith fays concerning Cbrift, He iz
our peace ; owr bope, While faith fees the pro-
mife, and is perfuaded of it, and embraces it ; hope
waits and looks for its accomplilbment. While
faith regards eternal life as already ours in
the promxfe hope regards it as what will be
ours in the accomplifhment of the promife. - Faith
and hope, according to their meafure, caufe joy
to fpring up in the heart. Rom. xv. 13. Now,
the God of bope fill you with joy and peace in be-
Zieving. 1 Pet. i. 8. In whom, though now ye fee
bxm not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unfpeak-
Q2 able
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able and full of glory. There is a joy refulting
1mmcd1ate}y from faith’s views of eternal life as
ours in the promife, as well as from the fenfible
experience of the begun accompllfhment of the
promife. Faith, appropnatmg faith, being ever
produ&ive of peace and joy, is oppofed to all.
trouble and perturbation of mind : Hence the dif-
ciples, under perplexity, are direted to this faith :
Jobn xiv. 1. Let not your beart be troubled : ye be
dieve in God, believe alfe in me. By this faith
the Pfalmift ftruggled againft all his dlfqluetmg
thoughts : Pfal. xlii. 13. Wy art thos cafp dowm,
O my foul? why art thou difguicted within me?
Hope in God: jfor I /ball yet praife bim ; be .is the
bealth of my countenance, and my God. :
2. Wherever this faith is, it produceth true hoq
linefs in heart and life. We are fanified by tbg
faith that is in Chrifl. Faith in the blood of Chrift,
by purgmg the confcience from dead works, and
making it good, purifies the heart unto the un
feigned love of God and man ; 1 Tim. i. 5. Now,
the end of tbe commandmant is charity, or love, out
of a pure beart ; and of a good conﬁzmc, and of
1 faith unfeigned.. Faith, by the view that it gives
us of the law as in Chrift reconciled to us, recons
ciles us to the law, and makes us take it for our
- companion, our guide, and our familiar friend.
Again, faith unites us to Chrift, and opens a com-
munication between -the inexhauftible fulnefs of
. grace in him and our emptinefs, which is to be
continued till our fouls be entirely coanformed ta
the image of Chrift : Faith is the mean of continu-
ing as well as of beginning this communication ;
for, Chrift dwells in the hearts of his people by
faith ¥
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faith ; and by the exercife of faith, they attain
more and more experience of this fupernatural and
heavenly communication, enabling them to fay,
according to their various mieafures, Ount of His
fulnefs have all we received, even grace for grace;
that is, grace in us anfwerable in nature or “kind,
to that grace, of which there is an unmeafurable
fulnefs in Him ;- as we have by nature corruptions
in us, anfwerable to all that corruption which ap-
peared in the firft Adam’s breach of the Covenart;
of Works..

But, to be more explicit, we may take a view
of fome parts of that difpofitién and praétice; which
neceflurily belong to true holinefs; and which never
can be attained but by faith on the Son of God.

1. Love to Chrift, is the immediate effe& of
this faith. Becaufe faith.is fuch an apprehenfion
of the love of Chrift to-us peor finners, as cannot
fail, according to the meafure of it, to make us
Jove Him whofirft loved s : fo the poor woman’s
believing apprehenfionof much being forgiven
her, caufed her to love much : and becaufe the be-
Yever fees him.in his beauty and lovelinefs ; and

. has alfo got a new capacity, a new heart to relith

that lovelinefs and beauty, 1 Pet. i. 8. Whom bav-
ng not feens otherwife than by faith, ye love. This -
love is emercifed in a fuperlative efteem of him,
1 Pet. ii. 7. To you who believe be is precious ; and
in our defir¢ being towards him, towards more and
more acquaintance with him, towards more and-
more mamfeﬁauons of his love, towards more and
more oonformlty to his image. Ifa. xxvi, 8; g
The defire of our fouls is to thy name, and to the
O3 ~ remembranze.
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remembrance of thee. With my foul bave I defired
thee in the night, and with my [pirit within me will
I feek thee early. This love is exercifed in fpiri-
tual-mindednefs. . Love to Chrift, as an obje& ap-
prehended by faith only, is quite a different thing
from that love which perfons may pretend to have
for him, refulting from imaginary ideas or repre-
fentations in the mind of his human nature, whe-
ther in a ftate of fuffering or of exaltation ; refult-
ing from the agreeable fenfations that are excited
by mufic or pi€tures any way employed in devo-
tional exercifes ; or refulting from the prefumptu-
ous and blafphemous notion, - that through Chrift
it is become fafe or without danger to continue in
any fin; or refulting from a carnal profpe& of
worldly profit, eafe, pleafure, or preferment, under
the profeflion of his name. Pretended love to
Chrift under any of thefe notions is, in reality,
nothing but the carnal mind’s attachment to its
own idol. But they that truly love Chrift are
. {piritually minded ; they love Chrift according to
" the whole of his bleffed name, according to. the
whole reprefentation that he gives of himfelf in
his own word ; the eyes of their underftanding be-
ing enlightened by his Spirit, to apprehend that
reprefentation in 2 fpiritual manner; they love
him as Immanuel, God in their nature ; they Jove
him as made of God to them wifdom, and righte-
oufnefs, and fan&ification, and redemption. - The
" foul that loves Him, is feeking his face ; no world-
ly enjoyments, no duties, means, or outward pri~
vileges, will content that foul ; nothmg but Chrifk
himfelf.

2. Another
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2. Another infeparable attendant of true faith
in Chrift, is our love to one gnother. Hence they
are joined together in the text: Tbis #s bis ot
mandment, That we _fbould believe on the name of bis

Son Fefus Chrift, and love one anotber, asbe gave us

commandment. 'The perfon who has truly believa

“ed the truth of the gofpel, has' got {uch a.view of

it, in its nature, beauty and lufire, as has effeétually
capnvated his heart ; fo that new he cleaves; to the
truth in love, and to the brethren for the truib's
Jake, which dwelleth in them, 2 John 4. This love
is exercifed in delighting in any confarmity to
Chrift that we obferve in others, dn the believing
confideration of their relation to Chrift; in taking
delight to fhew them kindaefs on that accounts
and in our fympathy with them in theif trials and
temptations.

3. Another mfeparable attendant of true fauh is

repentance, or the foul’s turning from fin unta God:

Chrift is fet forth in the gofpel as a ‘Savienr. fromy
fin as well as from wrath : and the promife, which
is in him Yea, and in him Amen, is a promife of
deliverance from fin; and therefore by the appro-
priating faitli of Chrift as our Saviour, and of .the
promife in him, the foul truly departs froox.finy
Faith’s views of the reconciled face of God. in:
Chrift, fill the foul with {hame, and felf-abhorrence:

. on account of fin ; Ezek. xvi. 63. That thow mayf

remember and be confounded, and mever apen thy

.mouth any more, becaufe of thy /bame, - when I am

pacified towards thee for ali that thou baft dome,
Jaith the Lard God : and xxxvi..31. Then fball ye
remember yoxr own evil ways, and yosr doings that
were 5ot gaod, and/ball loaghe yourfelves in your own

SR Sgbt
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Sight for your iniquities; and for your abominations :
and alfo with godly forrow for -fin, Zech. xii. 10.
They fball look upois me whom - they bave pierced,
and they fball mourn for bim,ns one mournetb for an
only fori; andyfhall be in bitterncfs for bim, as one
that is in bitternefs for a firfi-born. -According to
our-faith in the death of Chrift for us, as meritori-
- oufly and virtually the crucifixion of our old -man,
and the death of fin ia us, fo will we be diligent
. and fuccefsful in the exercife of mortifying fin.
The fight of the Lord’s people againft fin is ¢be
good fight of faith : their enemies are lufts that
war againft the foul, aided and ftirred up by Satan
and the world. - Believers are, in themfelves, with-
out ftrength, dnd an eafy prey to the leaft of thefe
enemies 3 but by faith:in Him who is the Captain
_of their falvation they are made flrong out of.
weaknefs, wax waliant in the fight, and turn to flight
" the armies of their [piritual ememies. Thus faith
makes the foul turn from fin, treat it as its worft
enemy, and employ the grace and firength of
Chrift for putting itto death, or for its utter de-
firuétion.

-+ 4. Patience under the crofs is alfo the frmt of
this appropriating faith. By that faith which refts
on the promife, and embraces the good things of
it as the greateft realities; which makes diftant
thirigs near; and future things prefent; the foul
waits. with compofure and.tranquillity under fen<
. fible difcouragements and delays of the an{wer of

- prayer. He that believeth fhall net make bafte.
Under afftition, it is by the-faith of: the promife.
in Chrift, that the. Lord gives: his' people more
and more . of thag 'paxiene’c,)wh'e‘xfein. they poffels
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their fouls ; wherein, with Mofes, tbqy choofe ra-

ther to fuﬁr afftiction with the people of God, than -

2o enjoy the pleafures of fin for a fiafon ; where-

in they choofe rather to be of an bumble _/junt‘

with the lowly, than to divide the [poil with the,
proud ; rather to have their {pirit brought down
to their lot, than to havc their lot brought up tq
their fpirit. There is no true patience, but what.
is the fruit of this appropriating faith; and we.
can have no more of the former than we have o£
the latter: Hence we find them frequmtly Jom,cd
together, Heb. vi. 12. .Be not _ﬂotly'ul, but follower:
of them who tbrougb Saith and patzmce mbent tbe
prormﬁ:, Rev. xiii, 10, Here s the patgmcean
Jaith of the faints,

§. Another fruit of true fanh is a due eﬁeem

- of the word as indeed the word of God, ]ob xxiiiy

13. I bave gﬂeemed the words of bis mouth mm
than my neceffary food. The word is more ne-
ceflary to faith, than outward food iz to the fub~
fiftence of our natural life or health. _This cﬁecm
of it is evidenced by commending and magnify~
ing the word above all other things in the warld,
becaufe there is more of God to be feen in the

. word than in all other things; by feckmg to havc '

ourfelves and others brought to a willing fubpc-
tion to its authority ; by deﬁrmg and’ endeavour-
ing to attain more and more knowledge of it, and
confotmlty to it ; by our ufing it as the only rule
to dire& us how to glorify and enjoy God, as af-
fording the only medicine for the healing of oz
fouls, the only armour for our defence againft out
fpmtual enemies, and the only effectual comﬁoxt,
in our affliftion,

6, Another \
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".6. Another fruit of true faith is prayer. As
fqon as a perfon believes on the Son of God it
may be faid of him, as it was faid of Paul at his-
converfion, Bebold be prayeth. Before he belie-
ved, his prayingwas but a lifelefs form ; but now
he prays indeed. He now comes to God as his
Father in Chrift. Faith’s view of the mercies of
the new covenant as fuitable to his cafe, as fure,
and as his own mercies in Chrift, makes him con-
tinue to wreftle with God for the allual enjoy-
ment of them. Faith kindles a defire that will
never be fatisfied with any thmg fhort of the King's
. xmmedlate prefence. ,
5. Another fruit of true fauth isa ﬁngle regard
to God’s declarative glory. While a man is an
unbeliever, all he does proceeds from natural felf
as its principle ; and, as the fiream cannot rife high- ~
er than the fountain, it returns to felf as its end.
But, bemg united to Chrift by faith, he begins to
a& from a fupernatural principle, and to a fuper-
nataral end, even to the glory of God. So far as
he is a believer, he is deliverdd into the mould of
" the exhortation in 1 Cor. vi. 20. Ye are not your
otwn : ye are bought with a price : therefore, glo-
rify God in your body and in your [pirit which are
God’s. They who live by Chrift will live to him.
3 Cor. v. 14. For the love of Chriff confiraineth
us, becayfe we thus judge, that, tf one died for all,
then were all dead : and that ke died for all, that
tbe_y who live fbould not benceforth live unto them-
Jelves, but unto Him who died for them and rofe a-
gain.’ And’here we may obferve, that ar‘honeft
defire and endeavaur to glorify Chrift, by &' fuit--
able confeﬁion of his name, of his traths and or-
- dinances,
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dmances, efpecially of thofe that are peoulxarly
difregarded and trampled on by the generation a
mong whom we live, ate alfo the effect of this ap-
propriating faith. As foon as a man believeth
with the heart unto nghteoufnefs he maketh con-~ -
feffion with the mouth unto falvation. As foon as
the thief on the crofs became a believer, he be-
came a confeflor of Chrift. David’s faith made
him one too: Pfal. cxviii. 28. Thox art my 'God,,
and I will praife thee : my God, I will exalt thee.
But who can recount the noble a@s of this pre-
cious faith? We have an illuftrious group of them
in the eleventh chapter of the epiftle to the He-
brews, which you may perufe in this view at your’

" leifure. There never was, nor is, nor fhall be, in

any of the fallen pofterity of Adam, in all their
generations, the leaft fpark of genuine love to .
God, or to man for his fake, or any faving grace,
or act of new obedienlce, but what is to be regard-
ed as proceeding from this heavenly and fuperna-
tural principle.

Here we may add a word in anfwer to the -
queftion, When does faith bring forth thefe fruits ?
1. It begins to brmg forth fruit as foon as it ex-
ifts in the foul. It is ever attended with all the
other graces of the Spmt, fuch as, love, humili-
ty, the fear of the Lord, godly forrow for fin, pa-
tience. Each of thefe is in the believing foul,
if not in a@ual and fenfible exercife, yet in the
habit and difpofition towards that exercife; and
that habit or dlfpoﬁuon,as foon as implanted, will,
(except perhaps in the cafe of infants), be carried
forth into fome adts, more or lefs, Hence the
Apoﬂle



168 = THE SCRIPTURE DOCTRINE

Apoftie fays to the Coloflians, The go/pel bringeth
Jorth fruit in you, Jfrom the day that ye beard, and
Anew the grace of God in truth. When a perfon
is brought to a real ‘faith in Jefus Chrift, he no
~ Tonger delays repentance, and the fludy of clofe
Walkmg with God : He makes hafte, and delays
not- to keep God’s commandments.

- 2." Tt perfeveres in bearing thefe fruits unto the
end. As the being of true faith, wherever it is,
can never fail, by reafon of our Lord’s prefer-
vation of it, and interceflion for it, John vi. 40.
Luke xxii. 31. fo it fhall never altogether ceafe to
bear fruit: Jeremiah xvii. 7, 8. Bleffed is the man
that trufteth in the Lord, whofe bope the Lord is.
For be fball be as a tree planted by the waters, and
that [preadeth out ber roots by the river, and Jfball
not _fee when beat cometh, but ber leaf fhall be green ;
and fball not be carsful in the year of drought, nei-
ther fhall ceafe from yielding fruit. It brings
Yorth fruit in profperity, as it did in Jehofhaphat,
when his heart was lifted up in the righteous ways
of the Lord ; in adverfity, Habakkuk iii. 17, 18.;
in defertion, Ifai. viii. 14.; under a fenfe of the
power and prevalency of indwelling fin, Rom. vii.

23, 24, 25 ; under the affaults of Satan’s tempta-

tions, Ephef. vi. 16.; under the enjoyment of
‘public ordinances, Ezek. xx. g40. Heb. x. 23.;
under the want of them, Pfal. 1xxxiv. 1, 2, 3.; in
- living, Gal. ii. 20; and in dying, Heb. xi. 13.

From what has been faid we may learn, that

the only genuine faith is that which brings forth

good fruit. O Chriftian! though you may not
underftand how to anfwer ‘all the obje&ions of an
artful difputer of thls world, yet you may certainly

koow

T —
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~ know that your faith is unfeigned, and of the'right

fort, if it be the cafe, that,“according to the mea-
fure of your faith, you love Chrift, and delight
in his word, and in his people for his fake; you
are refolute in flriving againft fin, and patient un-
der afliion ; you are eyeing fel;\lS(s\ and God’s
declarative glory more. He that abideth in me,
fays Chrift, and I in bim, the jame brmget\bjbrtbf

much fruit..
We have alfo feen that true peace of confcience

" is attained by faith in the blood of Chrift, and in«

feparably accompanied with the fruits of holinefs.
Let us remember that true peace of confcience is
not attained by our duties, by refolutions, or en-
deavours to do better. This is only attempting to
get the wound of our fouls healed by the law..
‘Whatever clofing of the wound may feem to be
attained in this way, we may be fure it will
break out again in a more terrible apd defperate
manner. than ever. All that is ever attzined in
this way, is but a healing of the wound flightly :
a faymg, Peace, peace, while there is no peace :
nor can it be otherwife, fince the pretended righte-
oufnefs, on which.it is attempted. to be built, is na
righteoufnefs. Ifrael, which followed after the law-
of righteoufnefs, bath not attained to the law of
righteoufnefs. Wherefore.2 becaufe -they fought it
not. by faith, but, as it were, by the works of the law,
Going about to effablifb eur 'own righteoufnefs is
juftly to be accounted the moft heinous of all pro-
vocations ; as it is a faying, That Chrift is dead i
van : God’s curfe is upon all the peace, or rather
prefumptuous fecurity, which men attain in this
legal.

-
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legal way. For, as many as are,of the works of
the law, are under the curfe. But we fay, true
peace of confcience is attained by faith in the blood
of Chrift. or by refting in this gofpel declaration,
That Chrift is our peace, who hath made peace by
the blood of his crofs. And this peace’cannot
take effect on the confcience, without bringing us
to the ftudy of univerfal obedience to God’s com-
mandments. For, the blood of Chrift, who through
the eternal Spirit offered himfelf without fpot unto
God, purgeth our confcience’ from 'dead works to
ferve the living God. From dead works, that is,
from the charge which the law- brings againft us
of works deferving eternal death. Nothing is to
be accounted the’ purgation of the confcience by
the blood of Chrift alone, which does not lead to
the diligent and delightful fervice of the living
God. Let usbeon our guard againft a falfe peace:
it is the ruin of multitudes in the vifible church;
" and never in any period of the church was ita
more epidemical plague than in our day. The
high-minded carriage of profeflors, and their con-
tempt of the means of reformation, proclaim this
to be the cafe. "“Their obftinacy in backfliding
courfes, declares that they hold faft deceit.

From what has been faid we may learn, that
we are to account ¢bat only to be.true holines
which is a fruit of faith in Chrift, and which 1s re-
ceived by faith out, of ‘His fulnefs. A believer
does not account himfelf to have already attained ;
he car fee nothing in his attempts to perform du-
ties, but deficiency and defilement : while legalifls

" are oﬁentauwﬂy difplaying their feeming attain-
ments ;
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ments ; their knowledge, their frames, their expe-
riences, the re@itude of their condu&, and the bene-
volence of their hearts.. When they hear a petfon
bewailing the bitter experience he has of the deep-
rooted and prevailing enmity againft God and his
ways, that is ftill in his heart; they are ready to -
blefs themfelves, thinking that it is not fo bad with_

-them. But, believer, let not this tempt thee. to

return to them ; that is, to go back to the law of
works. So far as you are feeking holinefs in the
way of believing in Jefus Chrift for it, or trufting
that he will give it you freely for his name’s fake,

* you are in the only way in which God will ever

blefs any of the children of fallen Adam with true
holinefs. Stumble not at the proud boafting of"
legalifts ; for, when they talk of holinefs, they un-
derftand neither what they fay, nor whereof they
affirm. Thy groans on account of indwellinig cor-
ruption, thy eager looks to the promife in Chrift -
as all thy hope, thy feebleft (being honeft) endea-
vours to flrive againft fin, and to adhere to all the
truths and ways of God without exception, are af-
furedly accepted in the Beloved, while the moft
fplendid and celebrated virtues of the felf -righteous

are an abomination to the Lord.

From what has been faid, we may learn the in-
difpenfable neceffity of holinefs or good works in
church-members. God is-lookin g for holinefs, or
a regard to all his ordinances and commandments,
as the fruit of all that he does for them, and works
in them. Gofpel-hearers, take heed left he have
nothing to fay of you at laft, but that when he
looked that you thould have brought forth grapes,

he
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he found that you had brought forth wild grapes.
Remember that the Hufbandmar is taking away
fuch as, being in Chrift by!profeffion only, bear no
“fruit. Let the cafe of the barren branches, which
are to be caft into the fire and burned, ftir you up
to feek union and fellowthip with the Son of God, *
that ye may be filled with the fi-uits of righteoufnefi,
which are by Fefus Chrift to the glory and praife of






