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No. VI. 0n modefly,. baftifulnefs;
difidente, and the contrary qualis
ties.
FHY do we diflike the man who

expetts from us too great a re-

, gard to hisown merit 7 Ithink the an-

[wer is obvious, becaufe, by prefers
ring himfelf, he undervalues us'; felfa
Jove immediately takes the alarm, and

refufes his demand. Forwardnefs is

like a paintet, who would point out to
us the%aeauties of his own performs
ance ; but we chaofe rather to difcover
them ourfelves, that our admiration
may {eem to are from our own dif-
cernment. The oppofite quality to
this is modefty, a term that bears
fometimes a very vague fignification j
which is owing, in {ome meafure, to
this, that its appearance is_frequently
counterfeited by qualities of a ditferent
nature, _The terms, modefly, bathful
nefs, and diffidence, are often ufed in«
difcriminately ; it may not be amifs,
therefore, to enquire into the ongin,
nature, and merit of the qualities to
which’they properly belong.

The duties of humility may be di-
vided into two forts; the hrft are
thofe which forbid us to entertain too
high an opinion of our own perfetti«
ons ; the others enjoin a proper fenfe
of our failures and imperfeCtions.
Uporn thefe branches of humility, are
founded thetwo firft of the abovernen-
tioned qualities, Modefty is that vir-
tue which keeps us from expefling, as
a right, the efteem and veneration
which our good qualities feem to de-
ferve : and itis evident that modefty

muft appear univerfally amiable, be-’

caule goodwill and approbation are a

tribute in our own power; and we

choofe to beftow them as we pleafe.

As modelty is founded on humility, fo

they are infeparably conneflted ; we

cannot form the idea of an humble
Yoi, IV, No. V,

man, without fuppb{fng him, at the
fame time; modeft § nor of a modeft

* man, without fuppofing him humble §

for he, who has a proper fenfe of his
own merits, will not challenge an un-
due efteem for them, and his not do-
ing this isa fure evidence that he has
a proper {enfe of them,

Bafhfulnefs is that quality which
difcovers to men the fenfe we have of
our own failures and imperfettions.
The vice direftly oppofed to it is im-
pudence, The bafhful manis athamed
of his faults § but the impudent man is
pot f{enfible of them: Bafhfulnefs is
frequently efteemed a foible ; - which
maly eafily be accounted for, becaufe
it fuppofes fome fault, without which
it would not exift ; but I choofe ra=

ther to call it a virtue, for we are-

leafed to fee men confcious of their

efelts, and this acknow)edgment is the
beit apology they can make for them,
Sometimes, however, weare fenfible
of all the appearances of bafhfulne(s,
without any fault in ourfelves which
cangive rfe to them. This proceeds
from fympathy ; we fuppofe our=
felves in the ficvation of the perfon
who oceafionsour confufian, and have
the fame fen{ations which we think he

ought to feel, . :

Yihiok modefty and bathulness may
be always knewn from each other by
the diftinétion I have laid down, viz,
that the latter produces in us the difa-
greeable idea of fome defett which ocs
cafions it, and cherefore gives us pain,
although 1t is, @t the {atnk time,; on<
gaging ; but the former gives us a
pleafure, which is not akended with
this difagreeable idea. And this leads

me toobferve, that our admiration of

bafhfuluefs extends po farther thante
this fingle good quality ; but we cane
not admire modefty, without admiring,
at the fame time, thofe virtues from
Wh}cltl it dhe:iVes its vahi‘e. h od
The otherquality, which has paffe
f};r modedly, 1 dzﬂlxléenee 3 shisis ey
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is eftablifhed, lat an a&t of congrefs:

be pafled, to preveut any perfon be-
ing chofen or appointed into power or
ofhice, who has not taken a degree in
the federal univerfity. We require
certain qualifications in lawyers, p‘})yﬁ-
cians, and clergymen, before we com-
mit our property, our lives, or our
fouls to their care,  'We even refufe
to commit the charge of a fhip to a
pilot, who cannot produce a certificate
of his education and knowledge in his
bufinefs. Why then fhould we com-
mit our country, which includes li-
berty, property, life, wives, and chil-
dren, to men who cannot produce
vouchers of their qualifications for
the important truft 7 We are re-
firained from injuring ourfelves, by
employing quacks in law ; why fhould
we not be reftrained in like manuer,
by law, from employing quacks in go-
vernment P :

Should this plan of a federaluni-

verfity, or one like it, be adopted,

then will begin the olden age of the
united flates.  While the bufinefs of
education in Europe confifts in lec-
tures upon the ruins of Palmyra, and
the anugquities of Herculaneum, or in
difputes about Hebrew points, Greek
articles, or the accent and quantity of
the Roman language, the youth of A-
merica will be employed in acquiring
thofe branches of knowledge, which
increafe the conveniencies of life, lef-
fen-human mifery, improve our coun-
try, promote population, exalt the hu-
man underftanding, and eflablifh do-
meflic, focial, and political happinefs,
Let it not be faid, #¢that thisis not
thetimefor fuch a Jiterary and political
eflablithment. - Let us firft reftore
sublic credit, by fundingor paying our
ebts, Jet us regulate’'our miliua, letus
build a navy, and letus protectand ex-
tend our commerce, ‘After this we
fhall have leifure and money ta efta.
blifh a univerfity for the purpofes that
have been mentioned,’! - This is falte’
reafoning. We fhall never rcltore
ublic credit, regulate our militia;
gmld a navy, Or reviveour commerce,
until we remove theignorance and pre-
judices, and change the kabits of our

“citizens ; and this can never be dane

t:1l we infpjre them with federaj prin-
ciples, which can only be effefled by
our young men meeting and {pending
two or thyee years together ip a nati-

onal \gniverﬁtyi( and afterwarde diffe-

minating their knowledge and princi-
ples through every county, townthip
and village of the united flates, Il
this is done—fenators and reprefenta-

tives of the united ftates, youwill un- -

dertake to make bricks without flraw,
Your fuppofed union in congrefs, will
bea rope of fand. The inhabitants of
Maflachufetts began the bufinefs of
government by eﬁabliﬂﬁno the uni-
verfity of Cambridge, and the wife't
kings in Europe have always found
their literary inftitutions the fureft
means of eftablithing their power, as
well as of promoting the profperity of
their people, =~ :

Thefe gints for eftablifhing the con-

flitution and happinefs of the united’

flates upon a permanent foundation,
are fubmitted to the friends of the fe~
deral government in each of the ftates,
by a private
Citizen of Pennfylvania,
- @ @S> D v~
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bring a replytoan ¢ffay on the fame
Subje@, publifhed in the American
Mufeum for fuly, 1788, page78.
To the printer of the American Mu-
‘ Jeum,
I Send you fome flriftures on 1
A {mall performance lately publifhed
in the Mufeumn, in which the author,
under the fpeciousand popular pretext

of humanity, endeavours to. fhew .

that 1t is altogether unreafonable and
antifcriptural, to punifh any crime,
even malicious and wilful murder, by
death. The auathor of this opinion
has not concealed him{elf, and, in his
own judgment, had no reafon to da
fo.  He'glories in the fentiment, and
expells, that within a century bence,
all mankind will be of the fame opini-
on with him, and wifhes that his per-
formance may live fo long, to tcﬁ
to thefe humane people, who are ta
come into future exiflence, that there
was at leaft one man in the year 1788,
who was as enlightened and humane
s thcy’ will be,  He further hopes,
?hat the hiftory of our wheelbarrows,
whipping-pofts, and "executions for

ify .

murder? will appear 3s cruel, inhu-

man, and unreafonable to pofterity,
as thecruelties of the darkeft ages palt,
now appear to us. He 1s a gemle-

man ro{fcﬂcd of many anjigble qualie
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ties, for which T and others honour
him ; and I will not pronounca him a
fceptic or focinian : but there is
realon to think he has'been trifling
and fporting with their writings, and,
either front their books or converfa-
tion, has, in fome unlucky and un-
guarded moment, imbibed fome of
theirprinciples, without feemg the con-
nexion of thefe, with others which, I
am perfiuaded, he would abhor.
It merits onr attention, that this
sauthor hath dif{played not only againft
punifhing murder by death : hehasal-
- §o pubhihed a piece againft all public
unithments, {uch as labour on the
E%ghways and ftreets ; and declares it
as his fixed opinion, that all fuch pu-
ni{hments fhould be inflicted 1n fome
folitary defart ; and yet, (how confift-
entlyrrct all men judge) he affirms,
that the fole defign of punifhment, 1s
reformation. [ fuppofe he means the
reformation of the o{}cndcrsonly, who
are in the hands of juftice : butitis
clear, that the end of punifhment is
much more cxpanded. It is intended
to bea warning to all, tobe aterrorto
all evil doers, even thofe whoare
not yet in the hands of jultice, that
they alfo may reform, and indced to
ﬂriiie a becoming reverenze of the
laws, into the minds of all ; to give
majelly, energy, and force to govern-
ment, in order to prevent the perpe-
tration of crimes.  But how fhall this
important end be gained on his plan ?
How will men be alarmed and warn-
ed, if the penalty of the law be exe-
ciited only n folitude P he replies, the
commamity at large will hearof it, and
fays, that hell-torinents are invifible
to us, and yet produce terror on the
minds of men, and even alleges that
the report produces a greater effeét
than the fight would'; that is, men
are more afraid of hell-torments, by
only hearing the report of them, than
they would be by actually beholding
them. I apprchend few men,  in
their fenfes, will believe this, Tam
certain, 1 have never been half fo
much alarmed and affrighted, ~ by all
thé reports Lhave vead or heard, about
perfons in anagony of horror and def-
pair, as I have been by the fight-of
fucha one. And by a parity of rca-
{fon, fays he, it-will produce greater
terror to hear of aman being chained to
the wheel-barrow, whipped, oy hanged,
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than to feeit. I believe this. to be
contrary to the experience of all men.
I have heard {everai perfons declure,
that they have been {o atfected and
moved, at the fight of public éxecrd-
ons, that they would never go to fea
another : andindced tohear of therd,
is fufficient fHr thoughtful vittuous
erfons : but by no means for men
ardened in wickednefs, Society s
in little danger fram the firftclafs 5 and
in great hazard from the laft. Bue,’
as I faid, it is the glory of fcepricitm,
to attack the planeft principles of
common fenfz, anll cverturn or ren-
der doubttul the mofl ceriain facks,
Befides it may be remarked, that on
his plan, very few would even hear of
the puntthment ; 1t might be publith-
ed inthe new(papers, onceor oftener s
but few compuratively read thein.
The novelty of the thing might call’
up the attention of {ome, for a few

“moments: but it isa proverbaal fay-

ing, founded in truth and experience,
““out of fight—out of mind.” Ia:
fhort, I can {ce no method, that will
be fuccefsful to give any degree of ef-
ficacy to punifhent on his plan, or
render his fimilitude of hell-torments,
ig any relped, to his purpafe; unleis
he can provide a numﬁcr of orators,
daily to traverfe the conntry, and de-
claim on the rerrors of the wheel-bar-
row, the whipping-poft, &c. within
the precincis of the folitary mountain,
where he propofes to fix his pandemo-
ninm.  The apoftle, I fancy, under-
flood human nature as well as he or I,
He fays,. ““ thein that fin, rabuke be-
fore all, that others may fear 3°* ap-
ply the rule to civil governmnent, ard
1t 15, *“ them that commit crimes, pu<
nifh before all, that others may fear.””
I will now proceed to confider the
point in queftion between him and me,
viz. whether it be inhuman, unjuit,
and contrary to fcripture and - reafon,

for civil communities to annex the pe-

nalty of death to theirlaws againll wil-
ful and malicious murder, and for um-
ciflrates inflexibly to execute it ? He
faysitis fo, I on thecontrary, afhroy,
that it is molt jut, feriptural, reafon-
able, and necellury; aud inftead of -
being inhuman, is realiv the means of
divine appointment to {upport huma-
nity ; and have no doubt but tha,
with candid men, I fhaliinconerovert-

1bly eftablith the point, My argumcats

Y P S S T e . <




. a4
fhall be drawn from fcripture, from rea-
fon, from providence, and the univerfal
confent oiP mankind, and the confent
of the murderers themfelvés, when in
their right minds.  After attempting
to eﬁabfi(h the pofition by argument,
it will be proper to fhew the weaknefs
and inconclufivenefs of our author’s
reafoning, L.

It is cuftomary with the focinian
fceptics, to undervalue the Old Tef-
tament, as not applicable to the pre-
fent difpenfacion ; and to confider
the New Teflamentas thetronly rule ;
and happy would it be, did they even
allow 1t the efficacy of arule, But
thetr conduét in this is very abfurd

_and inconfiftent. The apoftle evi-
dently f{pake of the Old Teflament,
when he faid to Timothy, “ From a
child thou haft known the holy fcrip-
tures, which are {ulhcient to make the
man of God perfedt, fully. furnifhed
toall good works, Al fcripture 1s
given i’y divine infpiration, and is
profitable for doétrine, reproof, cor-
reétion, and inftruttion in righteouf-
nefs.”” Thereafonis obviousand co-
gent : the New Teflament was not
compofed when Timothﬁ was a child.
Any perfon who underflands the bi-

ble, %ut with a2 moderate degree of

tfpicuity and accuracy, will readi-

Ec ee, that the Old Teftament and
New are conflituent parts of one
whole ; pillars of the fame arch, which
cannot Kand without ene part bear-
ing on and fupporting the other.
‘Tﬁerc isan unity of delign through-
out the whole. That there are feveral
things in the Old Teflament tyﬁlcql
and prefigurative of the Meffiah, is
ranted,  But were the immutable
faws of juftice and equity typical ?
Surely not. Our author dilcovers
much weaknefs in_faying, ** May not
the punifhment of death, inflicted .on
murderers by the Mofaic law, bein-
tended to reprefent the demerit and
confequence of fin P What occafion,
what necellity for fuch a type, when
men were dying daily, and fome with
as great agony asa violent death could
create, fome ﬂy earthquakes, a flroke
of lightning, or by other. accidents ?
1f none had died, except by legal ex-

ecutions, unti :

flefh, there would be fome fhadow of
reafon in what he fays. But what
necelfity of a type of death, when

| Chnft came in the-
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death, the demerit of fin, was consi-
nually prefent before theireyes ? This |
is to {port with the divine word, it 1s
mere traveflie,

“The firft proof of our point, which
I fhall mention, is the decree of hea-
ven announced to Noah. Genef, g,
5, 6. ¢ And furcly the blood of
your lives will I require ; at the hand
of every beaft will I require it, and
at the hand of man, at the hand of
every man’s brother will I require the
life ofman.”” Buthow ? llgjllo\% :
“ whofo fheddeth man’s blood, by
man fhall his” blood be thed, for in
the image of God made he man,”
Qur author cannot fay, that this is a
Mofaic, a ceremonial, and typical in-
ftitution, It was given long before
the days of Mofes. He cannot fay
that God alone has the right to dif
fofc of human life by an immediate
troke of his own hand, and that courts
of jufiice, by punithing murder with
death, invade God’s prerogative, be-
caufe here he commits this work, as
a facred trufl, into the hands of fuch
courts, He fays *“ ap the hand of
every man’s brother wirl I require the
life of man.”” But how? By his

-own immediate interpofition? No,

this would be a miracle, and out of
the ordinary courfe of nature. The
fupreme being governs the world by
divine inftitutions, laws, and ordi- -
nances, and by appointing magiftrates
as his’ minifters 0 execute them.
Therefore it follows, ¢¢ whofo thed-
deth man’s blood, by man thall his
blood be fhed.”” "But this author tells
us, that the rev. mr. Turner alleges
this is only apredi€lion of what fhould
generally happen. I could almoft
warrant it, that this fame mr. Tur-
ner is a focinian fceptic. * But I
atk, does the text bearany fuch ap-
pearance ? Let_any one read both
the fifth_and fixth verfes, and deter-
mine. It carries withit all the an- \
thority and majefly of a flatute, of a
divine ordinance, never to be repeal-
ed. But fuppofing what mr, ‘L'urner
alleges were true, is the prediftion '
given forth with any fignature or tok-
en of difapprobation 7 This is al-
ways the cale when any thing finful
orimmoral is predicted, as when it is
faid, ** He that leadeth into captivi-
ty, fhall go into captivitv.  He that
waketh the fword, flail perifk by the
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fword.” The difference between the
modes of expreflion is very manifeft,
The ordinance giverito Noah is ma-
jeftic, authoritative, and mandatory.
The other {entences are general, and
carry the very air of a predition.
But'1 affirm, were it only a preditu-
on, it is a predition with an infalli-
ble mark ot divine apprébation ftamp-
ed on it, * Whofo fheddeth man’s
blood, by man fhall hisblood be thed.”
Why fo? For what reafon ? ¢ For
in the image of God made he man.”
1f, according to our author, it had
been unly a prediction, accompanied
with ‘the difapprobation of heaven,
the reafon would have been very dif-
ferent. It would have been, for
man is, or will be a favage, a monfter
of cruelty and injuftice, fo cruel and
fanguinary, as to put to death that
harmlefs animal who murders his bro-
ther,

Our author himfelf is in doubt a-
bout mr. Turner’s explication, and
attempts another, viz. mankind at
the time this command was given,
were in the firft flage of fociety, or
in the favage flate. Butwhatbecomes
now- of his argument drawn from the
procedure of the Almighty with Cain
who flew his brother Abel ? He in-
fers from this, thatasthe Almighty did
not put Cain todeath by his own hand,
‘therefore civil fociety fhould alfo let
murderers go free, or at leaft not put
them todeath. I fhall have occafi-
on afterwards toexamine this hisargu-
ment from Cain’s cafe, Mean time,
let me put him in mind, that furely
. the world was younger, and fociety
more immature, in Cain’s time, than
in Noah’s; and therefore, by his
rule of reafoning, in a more favage
ftate. And I will leave it to all men
of fenfe and honefly, whofe judg-
ments are not warped Ly fome favou-
rite and falfe hypothefis, to decide, if
they were to land on fome unknown
continent. where different nations re-
fided ; and obferved, that in one na-
tion, deliberate aud malicious murder
was never punifhed by death, but with
fome {light punifhment, fuch as con-
tinement, labour, or a commutation
of a peeuniary nature : in another it
naver fuiled of meeting with condign
pinithment, or blood for blood s
which of the two nations would they
deem the pioft favage ? I am certain

commcn {enfe would confider the firlk
as moft barbarous, and the moft re-
mote from civilization, jullice and e-
uity, :
! Iryn the book of Numbers, chap.
85, 16—19, we havethe policy of the
Jewith {tate on this head fet before us.
Jehovah refumes the flatute given to
Noah, incorporates it with the body
of the national laws, and eftablifhes it
by his divine authority in the moit fo-
lemn manner, Tentimes, within the
compafs of a few verfes, 1tis repeated,
¢ The murderer fhall furely be put
to death, and thou fhalt take no fa-

tisfaétion for the life of a murderer.””

The reafon is given, and a weighty
one it is, *“ So ye fhall not pollute the
land with blood ; for blood defileth the
land, and the land cannot be clean{-
ed of the blood thed therein, but by
the blocd of him that thed it.”” Mr,
Turner inay, if he pleafe, call this
only a prediction of what fhould hap-

en, not what ought to take place :
gut 1 think few will believe him.
And if our-author fhould call it a ty-
pical and ceremonial precept, I think

as few will believe him., It would

be too tedious to mention all the paf-
fages in which the original inftitution
given to Noah is recognized and ap-
proved. I fhall only notice one or
two more taken from the Old Tefta-
ment,  Proverbs ¢8, 17. * A man
that doeth™ violence to the blood of
any perfon, fhall flee to the pit, none
{ha‘l ftay him,”” Ezekiel 18, 10—13.
 If a man beget a f{on that is a rob-
ber, and a fhedder of blood, the fon
fhall not live, he thall furely die, his
blood fhall be upon him.”

Let us now caft our eye to the
new teftament, But before 1 proceed
to this, it is neceflary to remark, that
Jefus Chrift did not att asa civil le-
giflator, He did not appear as an
earthly prince, or to fet up a tempora
kingdom in this world. His kingdom
is {piritual, and confifts in rightecuf-
nefs, and peace, and joy in tic Holy
Gholt. He refufed tobe made an earth-
ly king, He prefcribed no modes of
national and civil government, gave
o political laws to civil fociety, did
ndt intermeddle with the police or go-
~vernments of flates ; this was altoge-
ther foreign to the defign of his miifi~
on. Hegave lawsto ﬁis church, his
own kingdom, which is redesmed by

-
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his blood. called and fanftified by his
foirit. And 1t is clear, that ccclefiatti-
wal laws have no temporal penaltics
anuexed to them. ¢ It has beeu faid,
ays this divine leg.flator) an eye for
an eye, and a tooth for a tooth : but
I fay unio you, that ye refill notevil,
But whofoever fhall fmite thee on
the one check, turn to him the other
alio.” &c. Mauh. 5, 38—39. All
this is right and proper 1w the church,

"aud were a member of Chrift's church

to commit even murder, and were he
by fome means or other, -either not to
be noticed by the ftate—or, when tri-
ed, onaccéunt of the want of evi-
dence, or fome other caufe, acquitted
i a civil court, it would be wrong
in the church to put him to, death,
even though he fhould confefs the
¢rime or fcandal before the church,
Yea, on his giving proper evidence of
sepentance, the church would not,
and could not, according to the laws
of Chrift, caft him out of her commu-
mion 3 and | doubt not,. but fome,
who are juftly executed by the ftatc,
may die in full communion with the
<hureh, and go to. heaven. The
church can afk no more than {ufficient
figns of repentance, er tokens of
the perfon’s reconciliation to God.
There is nothing punitiveor vindictive
m her cenfures.  She’ knows nothing

‘of civil pains or penalties. Church

difeipline is called in fcripture a be-

_wailing or lamenting over the offen-

der. But how will this app!‘y to civil
policy, or the government of tempo-
ral kingdoms ? it is abfurd thus to
blend ecclefiaftical difcipline with ci-
~il policy, or to confound the {pisitual
kingdom of Chrift with the kingdoms
of this world, and the laws of the one
kingdom with the laws of the others.
After making this remark, it 1s futhci-
ent to afk, does. Chrift any where con-
dema the laws of civil {ociety which
put murderers to death ? does heannul
or repeal them P does he thus inter-
meddle with the governments of men,

_or give the lealt hint that fuch a law

in civil fociety is cruel and unjuft ?
it is certain, that the political {yftem
of Mofes put the murderer to death ;
does Chrif? annul or repeal 1t ? No,
be declares, he came not to deftroy
the law. All the rant and noife, then,
zhout its being contrary to the {pirit

of ehriflianity, muft go fornothing, ex-.

cept tn prove the injudicionfnefs of itd
authors.  Itis contrary to the {pirit of
chriftianity, to commit murder : but
perfeatly agreeable to it, to put the
purderer to death.. For Jefus Chrift
evidenily recognizes and approves
the origmal flatute given to Noah.—
This he does, Mauh. 22. 6, “And
the remnant took his fervants, and
flew them : and when the king heard
thereof, he was wroth, and fent forth
his armie, and deflroyed thefe murder-
ers.” It is i vain to fay,' that this
1s a parable, and that the king repre-
fents the Almighty himfeif ; for it
may be afked, m what do kings and
magiflvates repretent God P Doubt-

lefs in having the power of executing

the laws, wielding the fword of juf-
tice, and pun:thing the wicked. Tlhey
are God's vicegerents, his minifters,
and revengers, to execute wrath on
him that doeth evil.  * By me,’’ fays
God, *“kings reign, and princes de-
cree juftice.”” . And itis manifeft that
Chriit fpeaks gf the king’s conduft as
proper and juft, and the deftruction of
the murderers as altogether righteous.
The apoftle Paal, in his {peech before
Feflus, the Roman governor, recog-
nizes, and approves it.  Atts 25, 11.
¢ If I be an offender,”” fayshe, “ or
have committed any thing worthy of
death, I refufe not to die.” -But ac-
cording to our author, Paul wasa fool,
a favage ; for none of the fons of
Adam can commit a crime worthy of
death by the hands of men : and there-
fore if Paul had committed even the
barbarous crime of murder, he ought
to haverefufed to die. But O! how
wife does the humanity of {ceptics and
focinians make them.!

The fame is evident from Rom. 13,
“Let every foul be fubje&t to the
higher powers ; for there 1s no pow-
er but of God : the powers that be,
are ordained of God, Wilt thou then
not be afraid of the power, do that
which 1s good, and tEou fhalt have\
praife of the fame ; for he is the mi-
nifter of God to thee for good. But
if thoudo that which isevil, be afraid,
for he beareth not the {word in vain,
for he isaminifter of God, a revenger
to execute wrath upon him that doeth
evil.”” The fwordis an inftrument
of death ; itis, bya figure well known
in rhetoric, put for the execution of
the foutence ofdeath, Now, fays Paul,

Nay
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the magiftrate is ordained of God, he
bears the {word, ard bears it not in
vain. He has the power of execut-

ing death on the tranfgreffors of the.

law. He is a revenger to execute
wrath on him that doet® evil, and
furely if any crime can deferve death
murder deferves it. I {hall not add

ny more proofs from God’s word :
%ut will only fay, heaven forbid ! that

" everthis gentleman’s humauity fhould

take place and prevail in ourland, for.
according to the fcriptures, it would
defile the land with blood.

Itis delightful to obferve the coin~
cidence of reafon with the dottrine of
revelation on this fubjeét, .

1. Civil government is certainly
moral government, and by it God car-
ries on his moral government of the
world.. The moral fenfe, or the in.
delible impreffion on the human heart,
of right and wrong, of the immutable
principles of juflice and equity, is juft
the authoritative voice of God in the
foul. It is the divine law ruling in
the heart, and wherever the divine law
rules, we may fafely fay, there is the
divine government. Now does the
crime of murder deferve the firoke of
death immediately from the hand of
God ? This our author does not de-
ny. Therefore I affirm,. that the ci-
vil magiftrate ought to execute it ; be-
caufe he is the minifter of God’s mo-
ral government. It pleafes the Su-
pieme Being to conduét the govern-
ment of this world by a delegated ad-
miniftration, or a {ubordinate feries of
fecondary caufes, The finger of.the
Almighty is concealed under that thin
veil.: butitis no lefs the work of
God on that account, and the executi-
on of juftice by God’s minifters, is
God’s execution of it, and avenging
juftice is not excluded from this idea,
}or fays the apoftle, the civil migiftrate,
who 1sundoubtedly God’sofficer, s
a revenger to execute wrath on him
thatdoeth evil,” I know it will be
objected to this argument, that many
other crimesdeferve death by the 1m-
mediate ftroke of the divinehand, and
that according to this, civil rulers
ought to execute it. Theonlyanfwer
that this merits, is, Do thefe crimes
come as properly within the magiftrate’s
province P Are they as really politi-
cal injuries to fociety, and of as great
magnitude P If thc‘v,be ; doubtlefs

Vor.1V. No,

e

the magiftrate ought to punifh them in
the fame manner. But perhaps na
crime is a political injury to {ociety
equally witg murder, and it is certain
that none comes more properly under’
the cognizance of civil authority,
Other crimes ought to be punithed
proportionally to their malignity. Scep,
ticitm s nearly allied to atheifim, Scep
tics exclude the Supreme Being from
the government of his own world.
They do not fee, and will not acs
knowledge him in his own inftitutions
and laws, They feparate created agena
cy from the idea 3 the divine agéncy
therein, even in thofe inftances where
the creature afts according to a divine
tnftitution, or by the authority of the,_
divine law. They detach the idea o

God’s majefty and authority from ci~
vil magiftracy, which is certainly his
inftitution.  Thus, though God be
prefent and vifible in all his works,

. they are fo blind, as not to fee himin

any, o
2. It will not be denied by our au+
thor, that the grand defign of the {o-
cial union, or of the compaét which
forms fociety, is, to protett life, pro-
perty, and liberty ; life as much, i
not more than any other of the two.,
This isan_incontrovertible principle.
If indeed life was never in danger, an
could not poflibly be fo in the {ociad
flate, there would be no reafon to .
make the prefervation of it an end of
the focial compaét : but all men know
that this is far from being the cafe. If
all men were perfeétly holy, juft, and
ood, I will not fay, that there would
Ec no need for law and government a-
mong them; but I am certain, there
would be no neceflity for coercion,
compulfion, or punithment, Laws
with fevere pehaities annexed to them,
are made for the lawle{s and difobedi-
ent, for the ungodly and for finners,
for unholy and profane, for murder~
ers, for manflayers ; and fuch there e~
wver have been, and will be in fociety.
Therefore the proteflion of life is a
grand and principal end in the focial
compalt, and inftitution of civil go~
vernment, But the compa& which is
defigned to ?roq:& life, muft in the
very nature of things, imply a power -
to take away the life of the aggreflor ;
becaufe in many cafes the hfe of the
innocent ¢ould not ptherwife be pro-
t;lé‘ted. , This I think all mep mult
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grant, Our author can deny none of
thzfe principles. 1le cannot deny,
that h- lives of good men are oftenin
danger from the cruelty, injuftice, and
ferocity of the bad ; nor can he deny
that it is the chief cnd of the infhituti-
on of civil government to protett the
Jives of the good ; and it 1s equally
¢ertain, that in many cafes their hves
cannot be protected in any other way,
than by taking away the life of the ag-
greffor,  Allthis is diametrically op-
pofite to hisnoftrum, that men in no
cafes whatfoever have aright to take
away the life of a fellow creature,

3. The focial compaéi is fuch, that
the life, property, and liberty of the
whole community, are colletted into

. one common ftock, and are commit-
ted to the protettion of the civil ma-
giftracy. This compatt is founded on
the iminu:able principles of juftice and
equity, that is, the l:fe, property, and
hiberty of each member, fhall be fafe,
while he continues obedient to the
fundamental laws of fociety, and no
longer. If thefe laws be violated by
him, he forfeits one or all of thefe, in
proportion to the demerits of his
crime. All this is made known to
all the members of fociety, in the
penalties aunexed to the laws.  The
prefervation of lifesis the principal
obje@ in this compafl, as has been
faid, and the law cftablifhed for this
purpofe, is everv man’s dearelt birth-
right, and higheft privilege. Al that
a man hath, will he give for his life.
If then, it be on certain conditions
only, that fociety engages to protett
life ; furely, if thefe conditions be vi-
olated, the obligation on fociety to

- protett the violator’s life, is annihilat-
«d by his own confent. He can have
no claim to his life by the focial com-
pact, Society is under no obligation to
prote@t him. And if he be not prote&t-
ed by fociety, the relations of the mur-
dered will naturally take vengeance, in
-doing which they would be warranted
by the divine law, and alfo by fodie-
ty’s dropping the protettion of him,

his would be their right, in a flate
of nature. But this method of proce-
dure would involve greater difhcul-
ties, and perhaps be the occafion of
frelh murders ; -‘wherefore it is much
better to commit the power of execut-
ing the fentence of death on him. to
the magiltracy of the country, than

~
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to leave it in the hands of indivi-
duals, .

Our author, I fuppofe, has never
Vad a father, a brother, a wife, or a
child murdered by the cruel hands of
any ruttian. It s an tneory with
him. But if ever it be his lot (which
may providence prevent) to have a
beloved fon violently murdered, he
will feel otherwife than he does
now ; his fictitious humanity will eva-

orate before the firong and irrefiflible
eelings of nature, and perceptions-of
juftice and equity ; and his vanity,
which prompts him (o write in oppo~
fition to almoft all men, whom he re-
prefents as fuols and favages, will
evanifh as chaff before the whirhwird,

4. To punifh marder with death
exacily coincides with the grand end
and intention of civil government,
which is chiefly to prevent crimes.
I fay chielly, becaufe there feems te
be {omething more in it. It is the
opinion of many, and I cannot fee
that it is ill-founded, that on {ome oc-
cafions, public jultice requires a facri-
fice ; the majefly of the laws requires
it ; arid without admitting it, the law
muil appear a very dutnle, pliable,
trifling thing ; inflead of having Habi-
lity, it muft be as a reed fhaken before
the wind. The laws of cwvil fociety,
founded on the immutable prmciples
of juftice, are Cod’s laws; civil
courts are his courts ; civil magifirates
-are his miniflers. This is the uniform
voice of reafon ; wherefore, on fome
occafions, I believe, public juflice re-
quires a facrifice. But however this
may be, I am certain, that to pret
vent the commiffion of crimes, is the
princjpal defign of the mftitution of
civil government. How fhall this be
done ? no doubt all previous pa‘ns
fhould be taken to form the mangers
of the people to religion and virtue :
but lhc&epnins may prove, and often
do prove meflettual, Some men are
as the horfe or mule, which have no
underftanding, whofe mouth a bridle
muft command, lefl they come neur to
us. An affallin commits murder, Muit
we leave it in his power to commit
more ? he invades God's prerouative,
takes away the life of his fellow crea-
ture, againil law, againft jiftice. with-
out authority ; and from the bafleid
principles aud morives, robs fociety ot
a valugble, uleful wen.b:r, whone te-

e
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ciety was under the firongeft obligati-
ons to protect ; robs a tender wife of
h :r hufband, perhaps'a young, helplefs
family, of an indulgent parent, and
commits_all this ontrage againft the
laws of God and man, only to graufy
his-horrid, diabolical paffions,  Shall
the monfterlive ? Shaﬁ focicty run the
bazard of his repeating his iniquity

- Farbid it, juftice ! Forbid it, heaven !

by his death, God is glorified, the law
honoured, public juftice fatisfied, the
fand cleanfed from blood, and fociety
fecured in peace and fafety ; for while
it is effectually put out of his power to
repeat his tran({rreﬂion, it is a folemn
aiad awful warning to others, to be-

. ware of {plitting on the {ame rock,

5. Itus founded on firict juftice,
The ancient law, ¢ aneye foraneye,
a tooth for a tooth,”’ is not a ceremo-
n.al precept, nor typical. In the
name of wonder, of what_could it be
atype ? It ftands on_the immoveable
foundations of {kri&t juftice, equity,
and wruth.  Chrift, indeed, repeals it
1.1 his church, for there is nothing pu-
n:tive or vindiétive in the cenfures of
the chirch, Signs of repentance or
seconciliation to God are all that 1s
requifite in his {piritual kingdom: but
will this author fay, that Chrft repeal-

cd it in cwil communities P Did he

intermeddle with the policy of flates
ar coinmonwealths ? Did he erect a
temporal kingdom in this world ?
Surely not, The members of his
church are, and muft be the members
of civil communities, Did he advife
themn not to fubmit to the laws of

equity in fuch focieties ? Noj his -

word every where enjoins the contrary,

" This author will allow, that if he

have lent his neighbour a fum of mo-

‘ney, it ought to be repaid to him, and

that with intereft too. ' He will ad-
mit of money for money, pound for
pound, and ox forox ; why not, then,
eye for eye ? Becaufe, h= will fay, it
will be of no fervice to injuired inno-
‘cence, that the guilty fuffer. "Here-
in he s miftaken ; it will be the means
of preferviag the injured perfon’s or
ther eye, and is of infinite fervice to
fociety, as a caveat againft fuch out-
rages. And I am of opigion, that
greater exactnefs and prompritude in
pniihing crimes of inferior nagnitude,
might tend much to prevent the ne-
ceflity of capiial punifhmenis, From

all which, we may iuﬁ]y ihf"cr, timf
blood for blood, or life for life, is a

moft juft and neceffary law; and i -

roportion as our bodily inembers and
ife are more precious and important
than property, {o fhould the laws for
their prefervation, be more firict and
fevere, and more inflexibly executed,
. 6. His fchem®@¥% cither alrogether
inefhcient to gain the purpofes of cis
vil governinent, or it w:ll be molt {a-
vage, barbarous, and cruel.
for punifhing the murderer with la-
bour, But 1t is felf-evident, that he
cannot labour with his hands and feet
in chains, nor without a gnard contid
nually waiting on him, If his hards
and feet be loofe, the blocd-thirily
wretch will have 3t in his power o
commmit murders without end ; the
life of every man pear him will be 1n
danger. - He knows the worlt that
can befal hun, Men cannot by the
law make his condition more afllictive
and miferable, than it is, and it 1s well
known, that when a man "has once
imbrued his hands in bluod, he will
not bg very ferupulous about repeating
the hornd wan{zretlion ; evil habits
grow falt, All men enter the dark

path of vice with fear; buytas they ad-

vance, they become more bold, and
affume courage.  Or ifhe be for cop-
fining the criminal coptinually in a
dungeon and in irons, this ‘would be
to kill him by inches; it is like put-
ting him to death in a flow manner
on the rack or wheel ; which would
be moft barbarous and favage indeed ;
and like delighting in human mifery,
And I do not fee, but that on his ab-
{urd principles of humanity, he mult
ftarve him to death, for otherwife, the
defperate creature may have it in' his
power at one time or another, by on
means or another, to murder at lcaﬁ
the perfor who fupplies hun with
food.  Our authorthrows out one ve:
ry fhocking idea, ‘¢ Let him live,
;fays he) to fupport by his labour thay
anily which he has robbed of a fa
ther, or other valuable member.”” I
will puta queftion home to his feelings 3
fuppofing a midnight robber were to
murder him, while lloeping fecurely,
as he vainly imagined, under the pro-
tettion of the laws, how wauld his la-
dy and children reli(h the food which',
in this cafe, and on his plan, migh
be galled the price of his bload ?-

He is -

mgea
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Finally by a divine and yet a hu-
fnan inftitution, viz.- marriage, we
lawfully receive life, By a divine

~and yet a human inflitution, viz, ci-
‘vil government, our life is preferved,
and therefore, i)y a fimilar inflitution,
or by divine and human laws, the
life of a murderer may be lawfully
" taken away. The giwhole courfe of
divine providence Yavours and f{up-
_ports this opinion. God, in 1nnu-
merable inftances, makes it manifeft,
that he is not an idle or carelefs {pec-
tator of the wickednefsof men, The
Yootfteps of the divine majefty may be
clearly traced in his government of
the world. He makes it evident that
vegily there is a God who judgeth in
the earth. is 1s wonderfully veri-
fied in the almoft univerfal deteftion
of the unnatural crime of murder,
and in bringing the perpetrators to
€ondign punifhment Ey a chain of
rovidences, whjch the wifdom of man
.ﬂad no hand in forming, and of which

the criminal -himfelf had neither the’

$malleft forefight nor fear. Many
. fuch examples are on record, and in-
controvertibly authenticated : and I
with they had all been preferved, and
might in future be fo. It would be
for the intereft of nations te preferve
a‘r:gl publifh authentic regifters of fuch
things, ’
Finally, the univerfal confent of
mankind, and the confent even of the
‘murderers themfelves, when in their
right minds, confirms the argument,
All nations, in all ages, have agreed
in this truth, that the murderer {hould
not be' permifted to live,cr]ews, Hea-
thens, Mahopmetans, and Chriftians,
barbarous and civilized nations unani»
moufly concur in it. The barbarrans
on the ifland Melita, now Malta, faid
of Paul, when they faw the viper faf-
ten on his hand, ¢ {urely this man 1s
@ murdercr, whom, though he have
efcaped the dangers of the fea, yet
wengeance fuffereth not to live.”” It
1s like one of thefe feif-evident truths,
to which reafon affents as {oon as 1t i's
propofed. It feems to be almoft as
evident as that there is a f50d, a pro-
vidence, that God is righteous and
jult, and will, in his holy providence,
avenge the guilty, and reward the
righteous. And T think it cannot be
denied, that in the ordinary courfe of
is government, he doeth this by the
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agency and miniftry of -his creaturee
though fometimes he may ftep out of
his ordinary way, By the miniftry of
angels, he deftroyed Sodom and Go-

- motrah ; and by the miniftry of ho-

ft and upright magifirates, he cuts
off the wicked, adminifters moral go-
vernment, and fupports order and juf-
tice among men. It is wrang in this
writer to combat the divine inflituti-
ons, the divine laws, and the immuta-
ble principles of juftice and equity 3
or to attempt to overthrow the eternal
foundations of God’s moral governs
ment. Such fentiments appear non-
fenfical to men who congder what
they fay, or maturely think, before
they afhirm. He indced attempts 1o

.enervate' this argument, by alleging

that all nations have agreed in favour-
ing {lavery : but even fuppofing this
were true, it will not prove the inclu~
fivenefs of the other argument. Be-
caufe nations are not perfett; this
will not prove that there is nothing
good about them. Becaufe they have
een wrong in_too much encouraging
flavery, this will not prove, that they
are wrong in believing the exiftence of
a Supreme Being, and adminifterin
{Ilihoe. But on his plan, we fhouig
ave flavery in abundance, becaufe a
{hght punifhment would multiply mur-
ders, and according- to his plan, all
murderers muft be for ever flaves. Bug
it 1s not true, that the encouraging of
flavery has been, and is, as univerfal
as the punifhing of murder by death,
Far from it. And I appeal ‘on this
head to all men acquainted with the
hiftory_both of the yaft or prefent
ages. It is needlefs to enter on the"
detail, itis a notorious truth, It is
true that all ages, in all nadops,
have feen the necell ity of f{upporting
the relation of mafter and fervants
and this is a relation divinely inftityt-
ed, and eflential to the exiKcnce and
welfare of fociety. Slavery is carry-
ing the divine infitution beyond its
due bounds ; it is only a partial abufe
of a'good and lawfu} thing. But
what degrees are there in death ? [
believe indeed that the punithing
murderers with torture, and putting
them to unneceffary pain, as in the
recent inftance at Martinica, is an a-
bufe of the divine inflitution on this
head, fimilar to that of abufing tha
Yawful relation of mafler and feyvang
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to flavery, He further fays, that the
emprels of Rufha, the king of Swe-

punifh murder by death : and for this
reafon, he calls them the wifeft legif-
Yators in Europe, A fine reaion in-
deed ! and can it be fo, that the fu-
preme wifdom in legiflation fhines in
the barbarous nation of Ruflia, which
but a few years ago only emerged from
the deeps of barbarifm, and attained
any tolerable degree of civilization ?

or can it thine with fuch luftre in the

dark regions of Sweden, their near
ncighbours ? or ainong the bigotted
fuperftitious papifts of Tufcany ? 1
can {carcely behieve it. I wifh ourau-
thor had dilated more on what he has
fo bluntly afferted. He fhould have
given his authority, and mentioned
what they have fubflituted in the place
of the common punifhment. Iam not
fufficiently acquainted with the inter-
nal police of thefe nations, to contra-
di& him; and yet I ain not aliogether
willing to rake his word for it, with-
out further illuftration. Punifhments
of fome kind they mufl have. Are
there no public executions in thefe
nations ? it would be abfurd to put a-
ny others to death, and f{pare murder-
ers. Perhapsitis horrid cruelty that
attuates them. Poffibly they throw
them inta the mines, to die there by
inches. Is the fpirit of chriftianity
morp, powerful among the Ruflians

and Pwedes, than any where elfe ?. \
1f ed. As he owns himfelf, he had in-

there is little reafon to think it.
the £2& be fo, I am apt to think, it is
owing to the imperfect adminiftration
of jultice among them, It is certain,
that the great czar, Peter the firft,
was not fqueamifh about taking away
Jife, He ordered a nobleman to im-
mediate execution, for only kiffing

the hand of his queen, as he helped

her out of her coach ; and took care
next day to take the queen to fee the
fight. {{e ufed to hang up in dozens,
the robbers that infefted his kingdom,
and left them on hooks fallened
through their ribs, to writhe out their

- Jives 1 the moft excruciating torture.

He was not very fqueamifh neither, a-
bout making war on his neighbours.
The prefent emprefs thinks not much
of thedding the blood of thoufands of
Turks, and of her own fubjetts, ina
gontention about the right of domini-
gn over a fmall corner of this earth,

o

of Tufcany, do not "

‘ficient to conviét me.
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And I wonder what this wife chrifti~
an princefs has donc with fier hufband,
whofe throne flie ufiirped. fome yeads
ago, while fhe quietly mpl hin out of
the- way of her ambitiop ! All the
world khows the mad bloody freaks of
Charles X11. of Swéden ; and thefe
vcr{ humane people are now falling
pell-mcll on their humane and wile
neighbours the Ruflians.

On this head, I may mention the
confent of murderers themfelves.
Very few comparatively have been
executed for the crime of murder,
who have not confefled their gu:lt,

.and that their punifhinent was juft.

Some, who have died fincere peni-
tents, who have been divinely iliue
minated and bleffed with faih in
Chrift, and hopes of pardon and eter-
nal life, in full poffefljon of their rea-
fon, perfeétly in their right minds,

.and pofleiling the fpirit of Chrfi,

have, ‘with the utmoit contrition and
hamiliation, acknowledged the jufliee
of God and man in their punidirment.
The penitent thief un the crofs, who

robably had. been concerned with
%arrabbas in {edition and murder,
{peaks to this purpofe. ¢ We fuffer
jultly for ourfaulis,”” fayshe, Iwill
mentionanother, who was executed at
Cambridge, near to Bofton, a few
years agn. Lhis man’s name was
A———ur W————c. He mur-
dered the mafter of a fmall coalting
veflel at fea, but was foon apprehends

vented various ways to charge the
guilt on a paflenger in the veflel; bug
after being {ecured in prifon, he fell
under a moft powerful work of con-
vittion, and hnally obtained comfort,
by being enlightened in the knowledge
of the way of falvation by faith in
Chrift’s blood, and the mercy of God
to the chief of finners through that
blood. He then freely confefled his
guilt: on his trial ‘before the court,
he was told, that pleading not guiliy,
was no more than putting himfelf on
trial by his country. I know it
fays he, I know it. But! my con-
fcience tells e, that I am guilty be-

“fore God and man, and therefore I

will confefs it, though 1 beiieve, add-
ed he, the evidence would:-no: be fuf-

< 1 deferve o
die by the law of God and wan. I
have forfeited my life to juflice, and.I

i
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don’t with to retain it, He pleaded
guilty twice before the court, and di-
ed in the moft believing, penitential,
melting, and joyful g‘amc, full of
faith and of the Holy Ghotlt: but in-
variably confeffed the jullice of his
fentence. 1 have now inmy fiudy,
the fermon preached before h.s execui-
tion, and two printed letters written
by him in prifon, which fully aueft
thefe fafts; and would depend more
en fuch a {olemn certain evidence as
this, "than on the fophifticated argu-
ments, falfe reafoning, and deceitful
colouring of all the {ceptics and foci-
nians, from the begmning of the
world to the end of time ; though on
this alone, I do not reft the weight of
my argument.
" (To bocontinked.) -

T2
The Pennfylvania farmer's letters.
By the hon. Fokn Dickinfon, ¢fq,
( Continued frompage 378.)
LETTER tIL.

My dear countrymen, )

I”REJOICEto find that my two

former letters to you, have been
generally received with {o much fa-
vour by fuch of you, whole fenti-
ments f’havc had an opportunity of
knowing. Could you look into my
heart, you would inflantly perceive a
zealous attachment to your interefls,
and a lively refentment of every in-
fult and injury offered to you, to be
the motives that have engageci me 1o
addrefs you, .

I am no further concerned in any
thing affefting America, than any one
of you ; and when liberty leaves it, 1
can quit it much more conveniently
than moft of you. * But, while divine
providence, that gave me exifience in
a land of freedom, permits my head
to think, my lips to fpeak, and my
hand to move, 1 fhall {o highly and
gratefully value the bleﬁ%n% received
asto take care, that my filence ami
inattivity fhalt not give 'my implied
affent to any att, degrading my bre-
thren and myfelf from the ﬁirthright,
wherewith heaven itfelf ¢ hath made
us free.” ‘

Jome few perfons, who fhake their
heads with folemn motion, and pre-
tend to wonder, what can be ihe

Sor?' I am to learn, that there are’
e
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meaning of thefe letters. '* Great~
Britan,”’ they fay, * istoo power-
ful to contend with ; fhe is determin=-
ed to opprefs us; itis in vain to fpeak
of right on one fide, when there is
fowcr on the other; when we are
Irong enough to refift, we fhall at*
tempt it ; but now we are not firon
enough, and thercfore we had better
be quiet ; it fignifies nothing to con=
v.nce us that our rights are invaded,
when we cannot defend them ; an
if we fhould get into riots and tumults
about the late att, it will only draw
down heavier difpleafire upon us.”
‘Whatcanfuch men defign ? What
do their grave obfervations amount to,
but this—*¢ that thefe colonies, to-
tally regardlefs of their liberuies, {lionld
commnit them, with humble refignati-
on, to chance, time, and the tender
mercies of minifters .E’" ’
Arethefe menignorant, that ufur-
pations, which might have been fuc-
cefsfully oppofed at firll, acquire
ftrength by continuance, and thus be-
come irrefiftible 7 Do they condemn
the condutt of thefe colonies, con-
cerning the flamp-att ? Or have they

forgot its fuccefsful iffue ? Ought the

colonies, at that time, inflead of act-
ing as they did, to have trufted for
relief to the fortuitons events of fu-
turity P If 1t is needlefs ¢ to fpeak
of rights”” mow, it was as necdlefs
then, If the behaviour of the colo-
nies was prudent and glorious then,

a~d fuccefsful too; it will be equally -

prudent and gloriousto aét in the fame
manner now, if our rights are equally
invaded, and may be as fuccefsful.
Therefore it becomes neceflary to en-

uire, whether ¢ our rights are in--
g

vaded.”” To talk of ** defending™
them, asif they could be no other-
wife ¢ defended”” than by arms, is
as much out of the way, as if a man
having a choice of feveral roads to
reach his journey’s end, {heuld pre-
fer the worfl, fer nootherreafon, but
becaufe it is the worll, :

As 10 ‘¢ riots and tumults,” the

entlemen who are fo apprehenfive of
them, are much miftaken, if they
think, that grievances cannot be re-
drefled without fuch afliftance.

I will now teli the gentlemen, what
is,  the meaning of thefe leucrs.””
The meaning of them 1s, to convince
the people of thefe colonics, thai they
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No. V1. Remarks on the fair fex.
MY profefled regard for the fair

fex has occafioned various con-
jettures, as to my charafter, Many
‘conclud’e, that I have ftudied philofo-
phy more than the ladies, and that-I
judge too haftily from appearances.
Some imagine, that the indefatigable
induftry with which I have applied
so whatever regards the fair fex, muft
proceed from an unaccountable parti-
ality, and they think this has too far
rejudiced ‘me in their favour: and
ence there are thofe, who think that
I am one of the more ferious fort of
their daily attendants ; and fome that I
am an old bachelor, who has devoted
his life to their fervice, inthe charater
of a general admirer, Others again
fuppofe, that this boafted knowledge
in female affairs muft be a mere pre-
tence, which I have infinuated to
ive'a fanétion to my fentiments : they
nfift, that I difeover but little ac-
unaintance with the female mind : and
ome things, which I have advanced,
ve occalion toa gentleman of figure
f: the écau monde, 1o make a fhrewd
guefs—that I was never matried.
Whence proceed the unfavourable
fentiments, which are generally enter-
tained of the fair fex P—I believe,
that, among other caufes, the follow-
ing will be found to be of great influ-
ence ;—that the ladies, in their en-
deavours to pleafe, do not always
make a proper diftin&ion between ad-.
miration and efteem—There are qua-

tities, which are the obf&s of our ad-..

miration, and notthe objefts of our ef-
teem ; and therefore themoft effeftual
fteps to excite the  former, may not
have the leaft tendency to engage the
latter. I'beg leave to enquire, whe-
ther alady is not to'be looked onas an
intelligent creature, and whether the
qualities, which we may expett in her
Vou, IV, No, VL.

in confequence of it, are notto pofe

{efs the firft rauk among her accom=

lilhments ?—certainly they are ; and
it evidently follows, that all the pains,
‘which a woman can take to attract the
admiration of the world principally to
accomplifbments independent of thefe,
are {pent to make her appear lefs im=
portant than fhe really 1s ;, infomuch
that, fhould a man alzm more ad mi-

‘ration to thefe infertor qualities, than

is due to them, yet ftill he may have

lefsefteem forthe woman than the me- -

rits. As I would do all that lies in
my l;.)‘ower, to inftruét my fair readers
in the art of pleafing
them to pay a particular attention to
this diftinction : for, whenever it
comes to be a prevailing fault among
the ladies, that they appear to pride
themfelves moft upon accomplifh-
ments, which have very little connex-
ion with the virtues of the mind—men
are naturally led to imagine, that fu
accomplifhments are the moft impot«'
wantof female excellencies ; and bence
they entertain {entiments of the fex,
which tend to undervalue them,
‘When a woman appears too fond of
the charms of her perfon, we call hee
vain :==vanity confifts in valuing our-
felves upon accomplithments, which
are of little importance. . We look
upon thofe, whoare addited to vanity,
as perfons of a marrow mind ; an
hence it is, that this vice isthe objeft

of our contempt as well as our aver- .

fion,

Now, what is the confequence of
this female vanity 7—~Why, men form
their idea of 2 woman’s merit, accord-"
ing as fhe excelsin thofe qualities,
wihnch infpire it, Suchalady isan agree«
able figure, when fie moves in a minu-
et ; and therefore fhe is called a fine
woman, Another walks the firees
with a grace ;—*¢ what an exceffive
fine woman !*’—cries every fool that
fees her, A young lady comes into

«mean'y with a pretty face, after

mufl requeflt

e e
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l: The gift of the governor and Jfociety” of happinefs, and particularly, that you
. . of Fort St. David, to the author . may enjoy the comfortaple profpettof
. qf" the Farmer’s Le"cr;, in ‘traqult_tlng to your poﬂerlty (h0(¢
' grateful teftimony of . - % liberties dearer to you than your
:t . ‘the very eminent . lives,” which God gave to you, and -
LR Jervices thereby - - whic’h no inferior power has a right
: rendered to ', to 1akeaway. : .
. ’ this coun- ' - JOHN DICKINSON. |
i ' try, 1768 . ' -
) AR A [ O DT ED e f
N : £ top— S ; Ly
. - On th;ﬁ:n'llz%i:z};h;‘ © Obfervations on capital ﬁung/hment:ﬁ :
b3 i es & cq © | bring a reply to an effay on the
¢ df Brivifh 201::::;- in America Jame fubjelt, publifhed gjn/tﬁe Ame- -
’ with Attic eloquence, fgm Mufeum for Fuly 1788, page
1d R pirit 79,
. and om;n/pxtt ! ; (Continued from page 453.)
o Jokn Dickinfon, efquire, l IA\{ING now eltablithed the
. barrifer at law. . . oint propafed, by the authority
3 - P 2
On the infide of the bottom— of fcripture, of reafon, from provis
Ita cuique eveniat, . dence, and the general confent of man-
ut de republica meruit. kind in all nations and in all ages, yea
On the outfide of the bottom—A  from the confent of the murderers
fketch of Fort St, David. themfelves when in their right minds,

. o I fhall proceed to fhew the weaknefs

3 To which the following anfwer was au4 incgncluﬁvcnefs of our author’s

, ' returned, realoning, .

s Gentlemen, He fays, *“itis a violation of the

) I VERY gratefully receive the fa- firft political compaét ;** for, fays he,
bel

vour, you have .been pleafed to ¢ men have abfoluie power aver their

eftow upon me, in admitting me a propertyand liberty, but notover their
k member of your company 3 aud I re- fivcs.” I have made it appear, that
’ turn you my heartieft thanks for your the very contrary is true: that the
; kindnefs. focial compatt is fuch, that the pow-
3?* - The “ efteem” of worthy fellow erto defend the life of the innocent,
i citizens.is a treafure of the greateft neceflarily involves a power to take
iy rice ; and asno man can more high- away the life of the aggreffor ; for, on
! Yy value it than I do, your fociety many occafions, it eould not other-
3 in “exprefling the atfeiion” of fo  wifebedone ; andit is not good fenfe,
many refpectable perfons, for me, af- to fay, that men have an abfolute

fords me the fincereft pleafure, ower over their property and liberty,

Nor will this pleafure be leffened gut. not over their lives; becaufe it 1s

o by refle€ling, that you may haveregard- certain, that onr property and liberty

& ed with a'generous partiality, my at- are at God’s difpofal, as much as ouy

i tempts to promote the welfare of our Jives. ‘© The earthisthe Lord’s, and

% . country ; for the warmth of your the fulnefs thereof,” When the

mf gmlfe? in commending a condu€tyou Chaldcans and Sabeans took away the
W \up

e to deferve them, gives worih  property of Job, he devoutly ackrow- -
. 4o thofe praifes, by proving your me- ]r::dged the hand of provideuce in it.
A 1it, while you attribute merit to ane- When Jofeph was fold into Egypt, he
. ther, . : faid, *“ God fent me before you, tp
- Yourcharaflers, gentlemen, did not  preferve life 5 it was not you that fent
5 -need this evidence, to convince me,~ me hither, but God.’”” And we have
how much I ought to prize your ** ef- ‘no more moral power or anthority to
teem,” or how much you defcrved difpofe of our property and liberty in
ine. o anunlawful manner, thanofour lives ;
. Ithink myfelf extremely fortunate, we are regulated and reftrained, in

; in having obtained your favourable o-  both, equally by the divine law, We -

1 pinion, which I fhall conftantly and may not difpofe of any of them in an

carefully endeavour to preferve. unjult manner, or againft law and

] I moft heartily wifh you every kind equuy, We may-not ufe them, byt

| .
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. in conformity t6 thé will of God ; and

sull be accountable to him, for the
ufe, or abufe, of them all, .
~ 1f we may thén comwimir the pro-
tettion of property and liberty to thé
tare of civil fociety, gecordipg fo di-
vine law, with equa} propricty we may
commit to it the protection of Life, ac-
cording to-that law ; and indeed life is
the principal thing committed to dui
protetion of fociety, To prefervei
rrqm‘violence, is the chief objeét, the
principal defign of the inflitution of
civil government ; and the preferya-
tion of the others, is onl{ a fubordi-
pate concern, What will Liberty and
roperty avail d man, if his Lfe be
{mt fate ? *° All that 2 man Kath,
will he give for his hife.’”  And what
is this committingof it.? if it be done
according to the divine law, of on
conditions conformable to 1t, it is
committed to the prote&ion of that
faw ilelf; that is, to God’s protec-
tion : for God, in his moral govern-
ment of the world, does not att by his
own immediate, agency or interpofi-

~ tion, nor by force or compulfion, but

by laws, by ftatutes, znd ordinances,
iven tomen ; hy reafon,moral {uafion,
and the authoritative inftitution of or-
der, jultice, and mora} government
among them, ~Andif we commit the
srcfervation of life to focietyina con-
itional manner, which is certainly
the cale, this neceflarily implies, that,
if we violate the conditiops or terms,
on which we hold it, fociety is no
rongcr urder any obligation to pro-
te€t it ; which amaunts to the fgme
thing, as to take it away, The funda-
mental laws of fociéty are thefe condi-
tions, and particularly this is one of
them, that we, do no vialenee to the
blood of wur neighbour. Take away
this fundamental law, and immediare-
1y fociety rufhes to ruin : no man’s
Yife is fafe. When any one, then,
violates this fundamental condition,
on which all hold the tenure of life,
he forfeits his Jife by the fociul com-
patt, andby hisownconfent.
" Our author’s . {cheme would in-
volve fociety intotal confufion and
ruin, ~ He would make the tenure of

* Jife abfolute and unconditional, © He

fays, men can never forfeit it by
the law of fociety, Then the pre-
fervation of no man’s lifc1s a funda-
‘menial law ‘or conditipn of the focial

union ; for, if my neighbour thay v
junoufly také away spy life, while
none has a jegal right to take away his
for the crime, it is cledr, that all men
are in the fame predicament.  Another
may do the fame to him, and another
to gnother, and tach to all; thus no
man’s life is fafe. And then one of
two evils muit follow, perhaps both §
sflaffmation or mutder, muft betome
common : 6r the adminmfteation of juf-
tice-be plated in che hands of indevi-
duals, And, if we hold life by an
abfolute dad unconditional tenure, I
capnot feey but that we muft hold li-
berty and property in like manner,
and cad heyer forfeifthem ; for all are
committed to the protettion of fociety:
in the {4me manbirer § and this weuld~
fet afide punithment aliogether, and,
in efle&, repeal allthe laws of fociety
for take away the penalty froma law,
and you immediately repeal it, This:
would intrpduce univerfal anarchy and
ruin, Thus an unconditionaland ab*
folu{le teaure would amount 'to nong
at all, . :

* But if he allow of punifhments, he-
muft alfo admit 3'ratid ‘between crimes
and pumfhments; - It would be abs
furd, to make the punifhment of mir«
der, the highéft crime that can bé
committed agaipft fociety, the fame
with the punifhment of trefpafs or
theft. 1 havé,’ on this principle;
fometimes queftioned the propriety of

unifhing burglary' or highway rob-
Ecry with death: but am diffident
even here. It argues much follyl
felf-conceit, and prefumption, to ar
raign the wifdom of the wifeft men in
all ages and nations, and fet up my
wifdom as fuperior to theirs. It 18
pertain, that thefe crimes naturally
lead to the perpetration of murdery
and are often accompanted with it
But this is not all, e arc apt, t#
balancihg this matter, to put in_the
one {cale, the robber’s ligc, and 1n
the other, only his neighbour’s pro
perty ; and then fay, what is a lutle
property to life? But this 15 not
weighing thingsjuftly. It isnot the

roperty: taken away, that ought to be
Ealanccd agaiiift the robber’s hfe ; no
the preperty is perhaps recovered—
but it 1s the order, the peace, t
quiet, and fafety of {ociety ; and then
it may be afkecr,‘ hat is one man’s
life, or the lives of athoufand, whett -
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gompred to this ? Indeed this ob-
et 1s of fuch magnitude, ‘that it is
#he grand and ulumate end of alt go-
vernment. i .
Our duthor is for leaving the life

_ of the murderer to the judgment of ™
- God alone ; ¢ for, fays he

God 1
the proprietor of our life.”’ h_ut God
is the proprietor of our property and
hiberty likewife, WHhy then noticave
éhefe alfo to the judgtaent of God a-
lone ? A thicf fieals my goods, 4 rob-
ber aflaults me on the highway, and
takes my money. Why prolecute
them at law ? Is it only to obtain re-
flitution ? But the fiolen goods often
eannot be reftored : and though they
be reftored, the criminal s jultly pu-
nithed, to deter himand others from
the Lke crimes. . Reftitution is not
the end of punifhment. A neighbour
owes thy gentleman a-debt, which he
will not pay; God is the giver and
difpofer of our property: his pro-
yidence over-rules all thefe things.
‘Why does he profeeuteat law ? Why
will-he have money for money, pound
for pound, and rot blood for "blood ?
It is true, that taking away the lfe of
the murderer will not reftore the life
of the murdered : but it’ may fave,
and certainly does tend to {ave, the

ives of thoufands.
Befides, it ought to be confidered,

shat civil magiftracy is an ordinance of

‘God ; courts of juftice are his courts ;-

juft laws are his laws ; honeft magif-
trates are his minifters. There 1s no

ower but of God ; * the powers that
Izc are ordained of God ; they are mi-
wifters of God for good :”” and when
they judge according to his law, 1t s
ot man’s judgment, but God’s. He
gives the decifion, and his minifter
vglgnounce's and executes the fentence,
The magiltrate bears the fword, and
wields it for God, and ke bears 3t net
in vain, .

It 1s faid, ‘Cain, who murdered his
‘brother Abel, was permitted toigo free
by God himfelf, aud that this is a pat-
tern for us to follow, This argument
‘proves too thuch, morethan our an-
‘thor would wifh: for Cain was not
even put under confinement, which

-he ullows 1o be neceflury, But this

argument is of no force; for it may
be afked, where was the body palitic,
toput him to death ? There was bt
wi¢ other man in the world, after A-

bel’s death ; and for 'a ldng time af-
terwards, there were none but Adam
and Cain. What ctvil compatt had
been formed ? What foeial laws efta«

blifhed ? Where was the force, requi~

fite to execute the fentence of death P
The Almighty would not execute it by
an immediate firoke of hisown hand 3
becaufe he intendedto eftablith fociety,
and fecure its fafety, on anotherfoun<
dation, viz. te commit #s prorection
to magiftrates, and entruft them, as

* hit munifters, with the execution of

the laws, But he puta mark of his
higheft difpleafure on Cain, drove
him from ?ns prefence, pronounced
him a fugitive and vagabond on the
carth. And, as men only began then
to exifl on the €arth, this may be a
reafon, why God fpared him, that the
world mightnot be too Jong unpeopled
and over-run by wild beaits. But, i
doubt notto affirm, that Cain himfelf,
afier his pofterity were multiplied an
formed into a_regular fociety, would
{ee the necellity of punithing murder
with death, and accordingly punifh ic.

Ifind, from converfation with the
amiable gentleman, whofe opinion [
am conftraired to oppole, that, te
make his fcheme hang together, o
bear the appearance of confiftency,
he declares azrinit-all wars, defenfive
as well as offenfive ; apd 1 once put
the queftion to him, would you nat
defend your houfe againft a midnight
robber ! Yes, faid he, I would thut my
door, We mull fuppofe your door
to have been fhut at midpight, before
the robber came ; 'and he, not regard=
.ing thiscircumf! ance,attempts to break
through ir, What will youdo then ?
Will you make no refiftance ? The
very thutting of the door is to make
fome refiftance. And what is a fleet
on the feas, and an army on land
raifed for the defence of a countrv$
‘Whatis it but fhutting the door ? The
united flates are a honfetoo largeinies
dimenfions, tobe thut with a door of
‘boards or brafs, or even a wall of ftone,
Therefore, there ts no other way to de-
fend fuch a houfe, but by a fleet and
army : anda fleet and army that durft
ot fight, would be a folectfm, And
ftrangz it muft be, if we may kawful-
ly defiroy our enemy ' in battle, and
not by 4 judicial procefs.

Many who fcruple the lawfulnets
of war, have no doubt -abous " <he
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legality of fudicial proceedings, even
to the death of the criminal. Otfen-
five wars are, doubtle(s, contrary to
the fpirit and precepts of chriftianity ;
but mere felf-defence is not liable to
the fame objeftion. Chriftianity was
never intended to overthrow or fub-

vert the immutable laws of nature,

fuch as that of {elf-prefervation. Had
daifts found fuch an abfurdity in1t,
they would have triumphed more in
this, and with more juft reafon too,

than in all theirotherarguments. Do

. thofe men, who pretend to be friends

to it, atta friendly part, in charging

fuch abfurdities on1t ? Jefus Chrift,

it is clear, while he doesnot intermed-

dle with the policy and laws of
ftates, and is far, infinitely far, from
iving encodiragement to wars and vio-
ence, at the fame time allows of felf-
defence,  ““ He that hath no. fword,
(fays he) let him fell his coat, and bu
ene.”” I fhallintroduce herea remar
made by mr. Jenyns in his treatife on
the internal evidences of the chriftian

‘religion, ““To the judicious omiflion’

of thefe falfe virtues, we may add
that remarkable filence, which the
chriftian legiflator every where pre-
{erves, on {ubjeQs, ecfteemcd, by all
others, of the higheft importance—ci-
vil government, national policy, and
the rights of war and peace : of thefe
he has not taken the leaft notice, pro-
bably for this plain reafon, becaufe
it would have been impoflible to have
formed any explicit regulations con-
cerning them, which muft not have
been inconfiftent with the purity of
his religion, or with the prattical ob-
fervance of  {uch imperfett creatures,

‘as_men, ruling over, and contending

with each other : for inftance, had he
abfolutely forbid all refiftance to the
-reigning powers, he had conftituted a
lan of defpotifm, and made men
aaves', had he allowed it, he muft have
authorifed difobedience, and made
them rebels ; had he, in direét terms,
rohibited all war, he mufthave left
‘gis followers an eafy prey to every in-
fidel inyader ; had Ke permitted it, he
muft have licenfed all that rapine and
murder, with which it is unavoidably
attended.” .
. There is indeed one thing,,which,
erhaps, I fhould have noticed be-
ore : Chrift gives particular directions
soncerning divorce, and regulates it

otherwife, than it ‘was in the ;[ewi&
church  * Mofes, (fays he) for the
hardnefs of your hearts, permitted you
to put away your wives.””  But marris
age is not properly a civil inftitution ;

it is apatural one. By it, familiesare  °

formed, not nations, Chrift knew,
that but few, comparatively, of the
real members of his fpiritual kingdom,
would be the rulers of the kingdoms
of thisworld. *‘ Not many mighty,
not many noble are called :”’ but 1t
was neceflary ta allow to all the mem.
bers of his church, the help of marri.
age ; and indeed marriage isthe foun-
dation of a fircceiiion in the church,
as well as in the flate. It was theres
fore neceffary to eftablith it in the
church, in its purity, to retify the a-
bufes of it, and reduce it back to its
original inflitution immediately after
the creation of Adam and Eve. .

Polygamy prevailed exceedingly a-
mong the oriental nations, anddivorce
is its infeparable attendant, The Jews

were a fmall.nation, {eparated fromall-

the reft of the world, by peculiar laws
and inflitutions, delivered in the ora-
cles of infpiration, committedtothem.
They were encompaffed with other
nations, exceedingly differing from
them in cuftoms and laws, and paru-
cularly with refpe€tto marriage, Thefe
nations, as might haye been expeéled,
had no {mall influen¢e upon their man-
ners ; and polygamy itfelf was not en-
tirely kept out of the nation. Butit
never prevailed nearly fo much among
them, as among fome of their neigh-
bours. . ¢ Thistime of ignorance
winked at.”” A high degree of perfec-
tion, at fuch a time, and in fuch cie-
cumflances, was perhaps impofible a-
mong the Jews. A law in the highe
degree perfet, rigorous and firiét, on
the head of marriage an8 divorce, in-
finite wifdom did not think proper to
give at that time, The Jewifh flate
was alfe the church of God, and in-
deed the only vifible church which he
then had on earth; and as; onaccount
of the hardnefs of their hearts, di-
vorce was permitted by the law given
to Mofes, in fome cafes, in which it
woauld be altogether improper to ad-
mit it in the church of the new tefla-
ment, which enjoys a far fuperior de-
gree of light, and higher privileges
every way ; Jefus Chrift atted with
infinite propriety, in reducing the law

— ———
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Jto perfe@ion, on that head, in the new
teftament church,

Qur author quotes Ez.. 20, e5.
¢¢ I gave them flatutes, that were not
good ; and judgments, whereby they
fhould not live.”” The phrales, good
and evil, muft be often underftood in
,very different fenfes. It is granted,
.that the Jewiih difpenfation was not
.the moft perfe&t ; it was introduétory
to the chrifljan economy, which far
excels in glory. But 1t would be
dreadful to fay, that any ftatute, mo-
rally evil; or contrary to the eternal
‘and immutable principles of juitice,
was eftablifhed by divine authority,
“Penal evil is of a different nature. '
fuppole the culprit does not feel it
good to be whipped, ner the murder-
“er to be hanged; and yet it is jult;
and che adminiftration of juftice 1sef-
fentially good to fociety. de gaveMo-
fes ““a flatute, that was not good”” in
. this fenfe, when he faid, Numb. ¢35, 4.
¢ Takeall the heads of the people,
~and hang them up : "’and when, (as in
. Deutzron 27.) He threatened direful
-curleson thewr difobedience, and oblig-
ed them to fay, * amen,” to every
.curfe; in thefeinflances he gave them
_¢¢ judgments by which they fhould not
live,”iut die. No doubt of it : thofe
who will not be bound by the precept,
muft endure the penalty; and in this
fenle of evil, itmay wuh propriety

_be faid, *¢ Shall there be evil in the
- city, and the lord hath net done it ?”’
- Our author farther fays, ¢ the pu-
. nifhment of murder; by death, is con-
trary to reafon, and tothe order and
happinefs of fociety.”” I have prov-
ed it to be perfectly agreeable to rea-
fon, and neceffary to ‘the order and
happinefs of fociety. But, fays he,
¢ Yt lefTens the horror of taking away
life.”” It is clear that hisargument
here, refts not on tgmth itfelf, Eecaufc
- that daily takes place among men, ac-
. cording to-the ordinary courfe of na-
. ture : but on the manner of it, viz,
by a judicial fentence; ¢ this, fays
e, familiarizes men to violence :”

"be this: that, to affure a man, if
. he commit murder, he muft fuffer a
. premature, ignominious, and violent

death, is a flrong temptation to make
" him commit the crime. I fancy, how-

ever, that few men will believe this,
. It is contrary to experience, and te

1

by the influence it

v " which his
the drift, then, of his reafoning mutft

all the principles of nature, Death is
the king of terrors, and' an ignomii-
ous and violeilt death, reccfcd by ail
the folemnities of a ?ormal judicial
trial, and attended with all the my-
jefly and awful pomp of the executive
authority, muft be much more terri-
ble.” Apd I firmly believe, it is a
werful reftraint on thoufands, thae
gglds them back from the commulion
of the crime, which would bring
them to it, :
‘¢ But, fays he, it produges murder,
) it has ‘on people,
who are tired of life.”” This s, like
the former, a groundlefs affumption,
a mere hypothefis,  None of thofe

.unhappy people, who are fo wretched

as to be weary of life, ever, I believe,
murdered an innocent perfon, jult for

the purpofe of bringing themfelves to

an ignominious end. They know
that they can accomplith the dreadful
work, by their own hands in fecret,
W-—m B——le of Weathersficld
in New-Englaud, indeed, murdered
his wife ang four children: but, im- -
mediately after, deftroyed himfelf,
He gloried in dying a deift,as appeared
from fome of his papers, left behind
bim. In thefe ho declared, that he
had long premeditated the dreadful
tragedy ;- and averred, that it was
from tendernefs and compaffion to his
family, that he had determined to de-
ftroy them. It is probable, that he was
notonly a deift, but what 1s commonl
called a mortal deift: or belicved,
that he and the{; fhould have no exift-
ence after death. There is fome rea-
fon to think, from the manufcripts
which he lefc behind him, that he
was altogether a_ fceptic, not only
with refpeét to divine revelation, but
alfo with regard to the rincipics or
natural religien, the rine of pro- -
vidence, the immortality of the foul,
and g future flate. And yet, I re-
member, he fays in fome of his
wretched ferawls which were printed,
that, from frightful dreams, with
oor unhappy laJy had
been troubled, and wll:lch fhe had
mentioned to him, and from other
incidents, he fancied, that heaven
gave intimations of approving his de-
fign.  This, at the ime when I read
it, put me in mind of the inconfiften-
cy of lord Herbert, the great apoftle
of deifn in England, meationed by




3.1
dr. Leland. He, it feems, went to
his knees, and devoutly prayed, thet
God would give him a revelation,
whether it were his will, that he
fhould publifh his book againtt all re-
velanion,

His third reafon islike the former ;
it 1s altogether imaginary. * Punifh-
ing murder by death, (fays he) multi-
plies murders, by the difficulties,
which it creates, of convitting per-
fons, who are guilty of it. Iinma-
nity, revoiting at the idea of the feve-
rity and certainty of a capital punith-
ment; ofien fleps in; and collects
4uch evidence in favour of a murder-
s, as fcreens him from juftice altoge-
ther, or palliates his crime into man-
flaughter,”” &c. I believe this per-
verfion of juftice, and abufe of law,
‘may, on fome occafions, be charged-
ble on fome of the gentlemen at the
bar, who, for the fake of reward,
and to acquire a charatler of abulity,
wrefl faéls and pervert the law. But
the very contrary is the truth, with
tegard to the great body of the people
for, markind, #n general, conceive
fuch a hotror at the unnatural erime
of murder, that almoft all men are

" anxious to detett and fecure the per-
petrator,_and bring him to condign
punithment.  Thists undoubtedly the
truth ; experience proves it ; for, few
murderers, comparatively, efcape fei-
zure, Alt men are ready and for-
ward to feize and lay faft fuch an e-
‘pemy to fociety. And few, I be-
lieve, who are brought to trial, fail
to meet with condign punifhment.

He fays further, ¢ 'fhc punifhment

" of murder by death, is contrary to the
operations of univerfal juflice, by pre-
venting the punithment of every {pe-
cies of murder ; quack dottors, frauds
of various kinds, and a licentious
- prefs, often deﬂ‘roy lfe.” As to
quack doftors, I fhall not fay Mmuch.

erhaps ‘they fometimes kill: but
- prohably their prefcriptions are ge-
neraily innocent. The people, who
deal with them, -do not know the qua-
"lities of medicine, They may be im-
pofed on by any thing, that has the
name, If quacks get money, they
gain their purpofe ; and if they may

et it as well by innocent things, as

y pernicious, they would be down-
right demons to give the latter, How-
ever, | with they could be reftrained ;
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and affo with, that our amiable authdy
would, on proper occafions, d.fcover
as much zeal aga:nit quack preachers,
who go about, poifoning the fouls o
men,as he menifefts againft quack doc~
tors, As for frauds,and a licentious prefs
murderihg people, it muft argue great
weakneft 1 any perfons, to be fo
moved with the lofs of property, or
even by the illiberal abufe of a_liceri-
tious prefs, as to take away their lives
on that account, Befides, when the
prefs becomes very licentious, it car-
ries the antidote in the poifon; fury
by and by, nebody regards it.  Bue
the amount of his reafoning herey
were it all real; is juft this; that be-
caufe we cannoi punifh all murderersy
therefore we ought to punith none 5
which is to fay, that becaufe men can~
not adminifler jullice perfetily in this
world, therefore they ought 1o adinini-
fter none. Bat the trinh is, thary
while the fupreme governor will take
care to preferve fo much of a juft dif-
tribution of rewards and pumfhments
in this life, as clearly to dafcover the
faot-fleps of his divine majefly, in the
fnvernment of the world ; he will al-
o-permit: fo much imperfettion una-
voidably to blend with it, as to aq-
nounce to us, and be at all times &
fufficient memento, that the day is
approaching; whea he will fit judga’
alowz, and render to every man ac+
cording to his works. Quack dotlows
and others will then meet with their’

" deferts.

I have now anfwered, I think, i

“one part or another of this effay, every

thing worthy of notice in our author's
performance. I was loth te enter on
the difagrecable tafk ; as I havea ftrong
averfion to {cribbling, and 'Paniculady
controverfial feribbling.  ‘Theauthar,
whom I have oppofed, I love avd ef-
teem on many accounts : and believe,
that he withes'te promote the good of
focicty, even in what he bas wruten—
But, kumgnum ¢ft errare. 1f I have
in any thing, mifunderftood his mean-
ing, or mifreprefented it, I can fay
with integrity, I did not intend ity
and would gladly hope there is not
too much afperity in any thing I have
advanced ; ihough indeed it1salmeff
impoffible to manage a controverfy,
without provoking on one fide or the
other—If our compofition'be langwid

“and duldy it is defpifed 5 if Hvely aud
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Aanimated, it isapt to fling. I have
endeavoured to u&ad‘the middle pach,
"My reafons for writing on this fub-
.jedt, ar¢ thefe—Liberty in the united
ates is verging faft towards licenti-
oufnefs. 1 fee government in a relax-
ed and feeble flate. I fee the magi-
flracy, as well as the gofpel, even n
the hands of good men, treated with
negle& and contempt. Religion, the
only fure bafis of good government,
is entirely fet afide, as anunneceflary
thing : it’s neceility to government is,
‘with many, not fo much as a queftion.;
that is, they -can fee no neceflity at
‘allforit. Dr, Price, and fome other
writers, have contributed their endea-
.vours to bring us to this, Humanit;
is become the popular cry! Weal
“men join in the cry, to gain the ap-
plaufe of the unthinking ; but, as un-
derftood, it 'degenerates into nonfenfe,
- Liberality, in religious featiments, is
become as popular and common a cry!
But whas is this- liberality of fenti-
anent ? It is, with toe many, a total
andifference about religion ; with ma-
ny more, a high contempt of it. We
are become fo wife, as to fee, that e-
ven the tolerant zeal of our forefa-
thers, for the fupport of religion, was
-abfurd bigotry and folly, We can
do without it—But, if we once fhould
arrive at fuch a flate, as to lofe all
reverence for God, and all dread of
civil government too, all regard both
to divine apd human laws, we will
foon feel the confequences, and they
muft be tremendous ! :
. In fine, I cannot help exprefling
any wifhes, that our author, who 1s
truly amiaixlc on many accounts, and
{1 beheve) a fincere friend to huma-
nity and fociety, would, for the fu-
ture, abflain from hazarding. fuch
eniments, [ with it for his own
{ake. They cannot henour him.—
To treat the word of Ged, as if it
gave an uncertain found, or were
obfcure, where it is altogether expli-
cit ; 10 treat the wifdom of the wifeft

men, as if it were follv and favage .

cruelty, cannot honour nm. I with
it, for the fake of the community, of
which T am a member: for I am cer-
tain, it can receive no benefit from
fuch publications. No man is fit for
all thiags. Our author, I doubt not,
underflands his own profeflion ; but
am perfuaded, that he would make
Vor. IV.Ne,VI.
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but an indifferent legiflator or divine.
It would be well for usall, to re-
memberthe ancientadage—*
ultra crepidam.”’ 1 withever to bea
friend to humanity—but let it be a ra-
tional and judicious humanity., Hu-
manity of this kind is the mnage of
God gn man. May it increafe more
and more ! But that humanity, which
would overturn the pillars of juftice,
order,.and. good government, i['le laws
of God and man, | deprecate as the
worft of evils! Humanity, that would
{pare murderers, would be the moft
fhocking inhumanity and -cruelty o
the religious, fober, and virtuous part
of the community,  For, if the wick-
ed may deftroy the life of the inno-
cent, while no power on earth can
lawfully touch the life of the wicked,
injuftice js -more powerful than jul-
tice ; lawlefs outrage more mighty
than legal government ; Satan ftrong~
er than the Almighty ; the war,betwveen

_the kingdom of juflice and the king-

dom of njuftice, quiie uncqual ; and
the advaptage entirely. on the fide
of iniquity, which would foon efta-
blifh it’s throne, Here would be an
evil in civil fociety, for which .there
-would be no adequate remedy. Eve-
ry man has the phyficab power of de-
ftroying the life of his neighbour.
Strange indeed ir.mull be, if there be:

:no moral authority er power, lodged

-with fociety, adequate (o refirain this

-brutal ferce—if every man may kill
-his neighbour, while no legal autho-
-rity can touch the life of the murderer

~~ali men are gxpofed to lawlefs out-
rage, private aflaflination, and re.
venge ; which would introduce abfo-

Jute anarchy, .and foon exterminate

the whole+human race.
T et i G e "
Cafe of Thomas Philpot, who was
tried and condemned, in the court
of king's bench, Dyblin, for in-
denting fervants_for Amcrica.
N the 26th of May latt, a caufe
\_7 came on, before lord chief juf-
tice Earlsfort, fir Samuel Bradftreet,
judges Henn and Bennet.. wherem
the king was plaintiff, againft Thomds
Philpot, mariner, for endeavouring to
-entice and inveigle cerdain manufac-
turers and artifans to leave Ireland,
and emigrate with him, as redemp-
tioners, 1@ George-town, and o-

e fufor.
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