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TO THR
SENATE
AND

_jHousE or REPRESENTATIVES

OF THE

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA.
e — R ——

THE Clergy of various denominations, in the city
_of Philadelphia, whofe names are underwritten,
obferving, with much pleafure, thatan exifting law of
this ftate, for the fuppreflion of vice and immorality,
is, by the recommendation of the executive, to be-
come the fubject of legiflative revifion ; and imprefled
with a fenfe of the duty, which we conceive is incum-
bent on us, both as minifters of the gofpel, and as
members of civil fociety, refpe@fully requeft the atten-
tion of the legiflature to the following reprefentation
and petition.

We reprefent, that the legiflative interpofition is, in
our apprehenfion, peculiarly neceflary to make fome
effeCtual provifion for the orderly and religious obferv-
ance of the Lord’s day ; for the prevention and punith-
ment of the profanation of the name of God, and every
fpecies of impious imprecation ; for regulating and lef-
fening the number of houfes where intoxicating liquors
are fold and ufed; far, the fuppreflion of all places
of gaming and lewd refof,&;’ ‘and for the enadting of a
law to prevent theatrical  exhibitions of every fort,
We do, accordingly, moft éarpeftly petition and requett,
that in framing an a&) againft vice and immorality,
you would regard, with peculiar attention, thefe im-
portant objefs, fo as to prevent the numerous injuries
to which our citizens afe tliereby expofed, in their mo-
rals, their health, their property, and their general
happinefs. e -
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We conceive that the folemn intimations of divine
Providence, in the late. dxftreﬁing calamity which has
been experienced in this city, urge upon us, in the
moft forcible manner, the duty of reforming every
thing which may be oftenfive to the Supreme Gover-
not of the univerfe, and of doing every thing which
may imprefs on the public mind a regard to his govern-
ment, his providence, his laws, and his ordinances.

The fubjetts to which we have requeﬁed the attention
of the legiflature are of confeffed importance ; they are,
moreover, fubjeéts which are not fo liable to controver-
fy, or collifion of opinion, as to render us defirous of
entering into any detail of argument in fupport of our
Ppetition ; excepting only the part which relates to thea-
trical exhibitions. On this we are aware that a differ-
.ence of fentiment exifts. Some confiderations are, there-
fore, fub_]omed relative to this fubje& to which the can-
did attention of the legiflature is refpectfully folicited.
~ In reliance on this, we cheerfully fubmit our peti-
tion to your "wifdom, which, we doubt not, will bet-
ter dire® you to the methods in which its defign may
be anfwered, than any which we are able to delincate.

P/leadelp/ua, Dec. 19th, 1793.

Subfcribed by -

ROBERT ANNAN,
JNO. DICKINS;’
" "THOMAS_FLEESON,
" ASHBEL GREEN,
* _FREEBORN GARREI‘TSON .
.HENRY HELMUTH,
WILLIAM MARSHAI L,
JOHN MEDER, =~
Jos. PIL“\IORE -
WM. ROGERS, ¢
T WILLIAMY SMITH, .
Y ¥RE Dhmck scm\um ;‘J,
7 JOHN B. SMITH; , .7 °
© Y JOSEPH TUR‘QF’R._'}“ R
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P HE unfriendly influence of theatrical exhibitions
T on the morals and focial happinefs of a communi-
ty arifes, partly from the nature of dramatic compofi-
tion, but principally from the circumftances with
which a public theatre muft always be accompanied.
Let us confider each of thefe.

I. The nature of dramatic compofition as it altually
exifts in the Englith language. , -

It is not afferted here, that no leffon of virtue can be
conveyed in a dramatic form, or that the tafk has not
" fometimes been executed in fa&t. By confidering the
fubjet in abftraét fpeculation, and by pointing to a
few inftances of innocence or excellence in dramatic
performances, the advocates of the theatre ufually en-
- deavour to fupport their caufe, againft the arguments
with which religion and morality aflail it. But this
is unfair in argument, and inconclufive for practice.
There are in fcience a thoufand fpeculations which
have all the femblance of plaufibility and ufefulnefs,
which can never be realized in experiment, or which
the attempt to realize difcovers to be worthlefs or per-
nicious. It is the part of wifdom and found policy to
difcern not only what is pofiible, but what is pratica-
ble ; not merely what may be conceived, but what,

from the aGtual ftate of things muft be expetted, oris

known to take place. Guided by this rule, and making,
as in all reafon we ought, the great mafs of dramatic

compofition now in the Englith tongue, the fubject of

decifion, it is afferted, that the very nature of that
compofition is unfavourable to virtue. Let tragedy
and comedy be here diftinétly confidered.

In favour of tragedy, it is readily allowed, that more
can be offered, than even partiality itfelf is able to find
in her dramatic fifter. But Englith tragedy is, by its ve-
ry advocates, defined, as * the confli& of firong pafficna
fet before us, in all their violence, producing deep difaf-
ters, often irregularly conduéed, abounding in action,
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and filling the fpe&ator with grief.” "This definition,
though fufficiently favourable, will not here be contro-
verted. It may, however be obferved, that when the
paflions are fet in confli&t, vitory is fometimes decreed
to thofe of the moft unamiable kind, Jr that the poetic
reprefentation and diftribution of excellence, is ver
different from that which morality or found reafon
would affign ; that the grief which is produced is fome-
times for an undeferving and fometimes for a detefta-
ble objett; and that it not unfrequently happens that
the fpetator, while he is made to grieve for an unwor-
thy charalter, is infenfibly inclined to approve or ad-
mire it. '

Suppefing, however, that this were lefs the cafe
than it actually is; fuppofing that the paffions which
are cherithed are good in their kind, it is ftill obvious
that they may be exceflive in degree, and that the
mind, efpecially of youth, may be injured by this cir-
cumftance. " If paffion be not tempered and guided by
reafon, it will prove pernicious, be it of what defcrip-
tion it may. But in the moft of tragedies it appears
without reftraint ; and the effeitive impreffion left on
the youthful mind is, that it is the mark and proof of
fpirit and magnanimity, to give it this indulgence.

-Let not this be confidered as fpeculation. * It is falt
and experiment.. Nay, there is even much more in the
idea here fuggefted, judging by the effet of thefe com-
pofitions as it appears in real life, than can readily be de-
. fcribed. They are fometimes feen to deftroy all relith fot
laborious and manly ftudies, to give falfe apprehenfions
of the human chara&er and focial obligations, to cherifh
a romantic tafte, and vifionary purfuits, which lead
their votary to difdain the duties of his ftation : And
they are, not unfrequently, in the higheft degree, in.
jurious to domeftic happinefs ; produting difquiet, dif-
guft, where tranquility and enjoyment had refided and
reigned. That this is the univerfal effeét is not pretend-
ed. It is not even imagined that no individual can at-
tend a theatre without incurring thefe inconveniencies.
But it is maintained that what has been deferibed is a ve-
ry common effe& on young minds ; and youth compofe a
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very large proportion of thofe who attend theatrical ex~
hibitions ; and they, moreover, form that part of the
community who fhould have-their principles guarded
by the moft folicitous care. - :
~ Will it then be afked, whether we are to difcard all
the noble fpecimens of genius that have been given to
the world in the form of tragedy? No: As far as
genius has produced . ufeful remark:, animated de-
feriptions, or {kilful developements of the human heart,
in this form, let them have their ufe. . Let them pof-
fefs the fituation of other works of genjus. Let them
be confidered in a fcholaftic light. - Let them be pfed
for the improvement of tafte. Let them be confulted
at proper periods. . Let the perufal of them be fubje&-
ed to the direltion, the caution, the fele&tion, and ex.
planation of parents, malfters, and: guardians. But let
not genius, from a public theatre, make an indifcri-
nate difplay of its abufed powers, to the injury of the
unwary and undifcernjng. -* = )

~ As to the Englifh comedy it is, by the advocates of
the drama themfelves,” when pofleffed of tafte or can-
dour, abandonmed, in a great meafure, to the fevereft
cenfuré. Its profefled object is ridicule. This ridicule
is too frequently turned on charaters and acions
which are virtuous, innocent, or harmlefs. In other
inftances, where acknowleged vice is chaftifed, fome
other charater, poflefling, perhaps, a fingle good
quality, but -when taken complexly, as bad or worfe
than the one which is condemned, is praifed and fes
off, as the model of excellence. . Perfons of all defcrip-
tions are frequently led, by this management, to laugh
at virtue ; to fport with misfortune or ignorance ; and
fometimes to emulate the knave, the profligate, and
the prodigal, But the moft deteftable qualities of thefe
compofitions are yet uninentioned :—they are indecenc

and profancnefs. The profelt and notorious debauchee
frequently appears as the man of fpirit, and the obje&
of emylation.  When this is not the cafc, the picce is
ftill often filled up with the moft indecent and profane
expreflions and allufions, fo that a perfon who is not
loft to every fentiment of delicacy, muft crimfon with
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bluthes at the bare recital of them. What, then, muft
be their effe®, when accompanied with thofe additions
and fignificant gefticulations, with which this kind of
wit and eloquence, not uncommonly, (if report be true)
receives its enforcement on the ftage? What muft be
the influence of fuch entertainments as thefe? Are they
not the certain corrupters of the human heart? Muft
they not poifon virtue at its very fource? Can a yéu\ng
mind exift in the atmofphere of fuch fentiments, with-
out inhaling the peftilence of vice ? It is not eafy to
find language to' defcribe the abhorrence that fuch exhi-.
bitions fhould excite. Yet there has been no exagger-
ation. It is the general ftrain of Englith comedy that
is-under confideration, and Voltaire and lord Kaimes
men not diftinguithed for their aufterity of virtue,
fpeak in terms not lefs fevere. The former declares,
that “ the language of Englith comedy is the 'languagt’a
< of debauchery, not of politenefs”—The latter ex-

claims, ¢ How odious ought thofe writers to be, who

¢ thus fpread infetion through their native country,
<« employing the talents which they have received from
«¢ their Maker moft traitoroufly againft himfelf? If the
<« comedies of Congreve did not rack him with remorfe
<« in his laft moments, he muft have been loft to all fenfe
« of virtue.”> - ‘

If it be obferved, that there are fome comedies to
which a better charafer belongs, it will readily be
granted : butit muft be remembered, at the fame time,
that they are very generally confidered as wanting that
poignancy which is neceffary to give them a relith with
the public, and, accordingly, are in little demand. And
here it ought not to efcape particular notice, that come-
dies, and not tragedies, have been the favourites of the
American ftage. Whether from the talents of the ac-
tors, or tafte of the audience, fo it has happened, that a
very great majority of the theatrical exhibitions which
have been advertifed in our public papers, are of the
comic kind. Isit fo, that in the choice of evils, we
are deftined to receive the worlt !

Let us now confider,
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.. II. The circumftances with which a public theatre
muft always. be accompanied. , : :
One of thefe is, that the tafte of thofe who moft fre-
quent it muft always be confulted. This deftroys, in
pra&tice, all the influence of any attempts which may
be made, either by the legiflature or by individuals, to
regulate theatrical exhibitions. The favourers of the
theatre often endeavour to deftroy the force of thofe
remarks, which are made on the general fpirit and ten-
denicyof dramatic compofitions, by faying, that pieces
of innocence and ufefulnefs are to be found, and may
eafily be multiplied ; and that judges may-bé appoint-
ed to preclude thofe which are improper and injurious.
This meafure, has accordingly, beenaddpted in this
State. But it is not uncandid to fay, that it is a ' mere
temporary expedient, employed to acquire the theatre
a ftanding among us ; which,indeed; may have a par-
tial influence for a fhort fpace, but which is wunwelcome
to the actors: while. it continues, and’ muft, through
neceflity, foon. be laid afide, or totally: difregarded.
The- judges ‘appointed by law to this hard and fimgu-
lar office, cannot, though ever fo well difpofed, regu-
late the theatre, without deftroying it. There is no
rifk in afirming, that there are not in the-Englith lan-
guage, compofitions enough, efpecidlly of the comic
kind, that haveany claim to innocence, to furnifh that
variety which the ftage requires to.its very exiftence.
The confequence of this :is that plays, more or lefs ifi-
jurious; muft be exhibited, or thofe who bear the ex-
pence muit be ruined, for the want of that diverfity
which is neceflary to attra& attention. If, indeed, the
judges could rigouroufly and conftantly guard the the-
atre—if the compofitions for it were ftritly and univer-
fally virtuous or innocent—or, if nothing elfe were per-
mitted there to appear, the necefiity of petitioning a-
gaint it would be wholly fuperfeded. - It would net on-
ly be harmlefs, while it continued, but, in a very fhort
fpace, ‘it would fink into difufe by its own weight. It
~ is a.concern which neceffarily involves a great expence,
and large and conftant audiences are effential to its ex-
iltence in a flourithing ftate. Thefe audiences cannot
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‘be compelled, they mult be {ftrongly allured, toiattend.
In order to this, their tafte muft. be confulzqdahxi gra-
sified. - This-tafte, in regand to a-large rodjotity,ever
Was, andiever: will be, fuch, asto demand i Improper ex-
hibitions ;; Se that if -not t:mly the judges, but the play-
€rs. themfelvcs, were ever, {u-defirous of; préferving the
pugity of the #age, they could not do it.  They would
be compelled,: either-to relinquilk. the: bufinefs -altogé
therjor:tg-fatdge their.own. withes, and granty the: de-
figes pf thofe wihé give them their fupport::’ This is a
ferioys f,l&[,nyhmh the lnﬁory of :all. theatres, .iif im-
.partully eonfulted and examined, will: ahundantflry/con.
firmr; #% twellsegulated theatie, therefore, is a; fpecu-
lative thmmra., which never had, and, from: thenature
of things, nexet. will. have, an actual, or at ettt z- per-
manant gxiffence,; Political ideas, hate, wdaead, ‘been
fomerimes, ipfeq&uded fram the ftage, but that the moral
impart of pieces intended for it, has mot been.regarded
phe exﬂ,hng mals.ef plays, which have aGually. been ex-
hibited, is an inconteftible proof. ;~—andthe {ame caufe
widl.contigug- £0 producc the fame effeé. If the theatré,
tberqfote,, exift at all, it muft exift ias the: fchool of vice.
})g muft, if tolerated, be left to purfuexts own interefts:in
ifs own: way. o In: this refpet it is like: every-other gain-
{ul bufingfs.. Varce it into-an.unnatural channel and
yion fpeedity.exhantt i its dounce:i It muft be:left!to’ find
its own direGtion,, and thus left; it willinfinuate - poliu-
tion intp,the minds. and marals. of thoufands. Thefé
cenﬁdgrauqnswfurgl)g deferye the moftderious attention
dpd regard of the:legiflative:body. .oc - .
SiA fecond, circumftance, which it is not mtended to
prefs as far-gs in j.ufhce might be done, relates to the
p—(tmordmary temptations incident to thofe: who devote
themiglvesito thﬂ bufmela of mhng ama pubhck thea-
tre. ;o

W hcrc, 1,» tLe v1r’suou° parent., in whatever circum-
;hnces, ‘that, \mvlld avillingly fee a beloved fon:or
ddu;,,htt.r entgron, the frage for dife ?. Does not natural

aflection often prevail with players to-Keep their. chil-
mcn, with fedulous care, from the bufinefs which they
themfelves purfue 2 Is it then for_rhe advantage of any



L o ]

community,—efpecially for a young.and rifing repub-
lic; that a bufinefs or a profeﬂmn, thus. mfuhted by the
public fentiment, fhould receive the legiflative fan&tion
and encouragement ? Is this. republtmmlm ? Does not
a regard to civil liberty 'and the cultivdtion of puré
manners, forbid fuch a meafure ? It.is. certainly nio ob-
jeCtion to the forcc of -what has -been here' fuggefted;
that a few inftances have exifted .of thofe who, “evet:
ing themfclves to the bufinefs mowin ¢ontemplations
have neverthelels maintained a ftanding in reputable
life. Such-inftances are only exceptions to a rule, which
the extreme ratity of ‘exception itfelf, dunomtmtu
to be uncommonly :general.

A third circumftance which deferves conﬁdemtmn
here.is the diflipation which theatrical exhibitions give
to the public. mind. It is a well-knownfact, that they
have, in:fome countries, and on fome occations, been
made the inftruments of feducing the people from an
attention to their political fituation, whilé their ruin wag
plotting by tyrants, or invading them from their ene:
_mies. - But without extending our views fo far, all who
are acquainted with a theatre are ‘witnefles; that it che:
rithes a fpitit of diffipation in domeftic life, e\tremcly
unfriendly to happinefs. The devotees of the theatre
(and numbers of fuch there will ever be¢, wherever it 13
tolerated ) will often facrifice to its fafcinations, not on:
ly a portion of time exceedingly neceffary and preciois
for the difcharge of relative obligations; but will, fome-
times,:. violate- every. tie ‘of duty and' affe&tion, rather
than relinquith their favourite amufement. 'Youth ei-
pecially are by theatrical exhibitions, not only, as was
. before fuggefted, rendered impatient of: fober and man-
Iy purfuits, but:frequently. tempted to the grofleit dif-
fimulation' and the moft” lamentable dithonefty. - in-
chanted with the exhibitions of the. [tarrp, every conﬁ—
deration-whith interferes with procuring the meins of
pratification; ts.difregardedi’ Inftances of theft and de-
ceity.arifing from this caufe, have alfeady appeared in
tms COMREry. «* .. nuies

.
' TENAL e,
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The private expenfe which is occaﬁoned by theatri-
cal amufements, isa fourth circumitance, that metits
attention. )

This, indeed, is a confideration which has induced
many to confefs that they think a theatre injurious,
who pay little regard to any -thing befide. They ac-

- knowledge that it gives fuch an opportunity, and offers
fuch a temptation, for perfons who cannot afford it, to
expend their money on amufements, to the injury of
themfelves and families, as they cannot approve. This
circumfitance, therefore, as it isnot liable to'controver-
fy, fo it is certainly worthy of the moft ferious confide-
ration. The alluring nature of the entertainments, in
quettion, is fo ftrong with fome, and their becoming a
matter of fathion operates fo powerfully on many, that
hundreds are drawn to the theatre,. who do.them{elves
and thofe who depend upon them, the moft eflfential
differvice. Families pinched by neceflity, and creditors
defrauded of their-juft dues, are effefts which have al-
ready flowed from this caufe in this place. In a young

country—in a republican government—where induftry, .

economy, and frugality, are the fupport of the ftate
and the foundation of public happinefs, is it politicy or
is-it confiftent with the duty of legiflators, to encou-
rage any thing which terids to undermine thefe virtues,
or to render them lefs general in praéhce than they
otherwife would be? A

The reafons on which the foregom peutlon is-found-
ed have now been ftated, and it:is prefumed they are
fufficient to authorize a hope that 1t may be granted.

Some obiettions of a fpccwus kmd it may bc proper
fhortly to anfwer.

1. It may be faid that all the reafons aff gnable againft
the exiftence of a theatre, are drawn from: the abufe
of it ;~—thgt it 1s, indeed, liable.to abufe; but that, in
this refpeét, it is only on 2 footing: with-the moft valu-
able difcoveries or-eltablifhiments of {ociety. R

. In replying to this, it is readily admited as a.general

truth, that the wideft difference exilts between the natu-
ral tendcncy of a thing, anda perverfion or abufe of its

defign.  But this is not allowed to be applicable to the
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queftion now depending. On- the contrary, it is re-
garded- as the ftrong ground of the petition now pre-
fented, that ftubborn faét and abundant experience in-
conteftibly evince, that theatrical entertainments; taken
in conne&ion with their circumftances, tend to the in-
jury of morals, manners, and religion :——that this,
therefore, is their natural,~~or if only a word be in dif-
pute,—their unavoidable tendency. . -

2. It is moreover faid, that in a free ftate,. every de-
fcription of citizens:have a right to purfue, without hin-
drance, their proper occupation, as long as they donoin-
jury to others ;—that thofe who {upport the theatre do
not infringe onthe privileges of others, and therefore,
‘have aright, as freemen, to exercife their occupation.
‘Fhe general principle here afflumed, is alfo allowed, but
the propriety of its application in the prefent inftance,
is not admitted. The eflential qualification of this prin-
ciple is, that thofe who with: to exercife an occupation
do noinjury to others. Now, it is-aflerted, that the efta-
blithment of a theatre adlually infures our citizens in
fome of their.deareft concerns. The advocates of the
theatre, it is'realized, deny this ; but let it be femem-
‘bered, that they beg the whole ‘argument in applying
the principle, while .the effential qualification of it is
the very matterin difpute. The ftate has an undoubt-
«€d right to prohibit every thing that is generally inju-
rious. Hence it prohibits tipling houfes, an uridue num-
ber of taverns, and all places of lewd refort. And, hence
it is lawful and right, if it judge the theatre to be injuri-
-ous, to prohibit.that likewife. e
- 34 For the reafon juft afligned, it is:likewife believed,
that the objection is altogether invalid, which aflerts that
people; have.a right to fupport: amufements, gratifying
and beneficial to themfelves, though: there may be ma-
ny'who abife dhem to their own.injury.:. Let it be ob-
fenved, that.itiid!one of the:'radical principles of fockal
union, : that:each individual fhall be bounded in his pur-
fuits, by. the limits of the public good. - 1f, therefore,=
and-this is the point in queflion—the public posd does
not admit of the amufements’ of a theatre, no citizen
<can:juftly complain, that he:is unduly controuled, by

e
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being forbidden to lay qut' his money, or to confult his
inclination, by fupporting fuck amufements. On the
peint itfelf, the legiflature is the propér and competent
judge ;. but the opinion ori whi¢h the objettion is found.-
ed, is. nndoubtedly, unfound and fubverﬁve uf all or
der i in fociety. .~

4. Itis obje&ed, that many per{ans of unqueftwmd
morals, talents, and tafte, have given. their.opiniens in
favour of a theatre.. ‘Tothis it may forely be replicd,
that, ac lealt as greata number, of thefairie defcription;
have given their opihions againftit. . Itis allowed, that
the point has been controverted, and there is mo topic
of politi¢al or moral difcuffion which is not oper :to the
fame obfervation. - The. cleareft -evidence .in:favour.of
Any political arranigément has not preventéd- this- difa-
greement. . The legifliture is the arbiter of the difpuse;
arid ought te decide in favour of that which iappears;
on the whole; fa be.fafe: and conducive to.the  public
good ; and this may often be done; with perfeét -clear~
nefs and certainty, though. the decifidn may be theore-
tically controverted in a very plaufible manmer. - -

: 5« It is.confidered by fome, as mm[nnnountab}eab»
ftacle to tlie granting:of the prayerof the foregoing peti-
tion, that the legiflaturée have already: licgenfed a theatré,
and that property to a cditfiderable. smount has been ex-
pended. under the fanction of that & The juftice ofithis
objection canmevet yitiiy; préfumed, be mamtamed waths-
out ikyalving a principle, abfurd in itfelf, and ruinous in
its' confefquences. .. .y legiflature, by error ot overfight,
do a thing that is wrong, or.pafs an at that is injuri-
ous, Is the error never. 10 be'cotreted, or-the al never
t0.be:repealed, becaufe individudls: hzme incurred ex-
penc:., or entered into: engagements, -undep its: patron-

age? 'If; in fuch inftandes, there:ican bt ino corrdtion
or repeal tlicn .every legiftature muft either béindallible,
orglfe injuftice and iniquity may - be:eftablifhed: by law,
withaitt hope of edrefi.: But the linebtsight: pmced-
ure here, is too plain to’ Be mifleds; <Ths! confequentces
flated, aye, indeed;-a reaforwhy the legiflatureifhould
be ¢outiaus, in:giving its fan€tion’ to any ‘meafure which
=1 lead to individual expence, and:why fuch’'a mea-
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fure fhould not be lightly changed. - But when:it has
actually beemadopted, and its:evil is manifeft, duty and
equity requite,’ that 'the ftate thould indemnify the. in-
dividuals who have difburfed their money in a reliance
on the unguardedia&, and repeal the law which is im-
proper. This is fully to be underftood. as the fpirit:of
the petition now before you. Itis not defired, that the
fubfcribers to the theatre thould forfeit their money :—
It is requefted, that they fhould receive a reafonable in-
demnification, and that the building thould be employed
by the ftate for benevolent purpofes : And if the inte-
refts of morals and religion are deeply concerned in
fuch a procedure, as it is conceived they are, not only
duty but honour requires, that they thould not be fa-
crificed to confiderations of expence, efpecially when
that expence, as in the prefent inftance, cannot be enor-
mous.

6. It may be objetted, that in bringing forward this
fubject, at the prefent time, an advantage is taken of a
tender ftate of the publi¢ mind, which, imprefled with a
fenfe of the general calamity lately experienced, may be
induced to favour a defign which has the femblance, but
not the fubftance of reformation, for its bafis. On this
point, it may be proper, explicitly to acknowledge and
declare, that no attempt ought to be made to induce
people, from circumitances of affliction, to do that,
which, in their moft unimpaffioned moments, they
ought to difapprove. But there are many who have
always and uniformly fuppofed and faid, that a theatre
was injurious to the moft precious interefts of the com-
munity. Such perfons may furely feize, without the
imputation of criminality, the favourable moment of
doing that, which it was always a public duty to regard.
Is it not the moft fuitable improvement that can be
made of any afflictive providence, when people are led
by it to confider negleéted duties, and reform improper
praltices ¢ To this every clafs and defcription of men are
folemnly called—called to exert themielves, in their fe-
veral places and ftations, to promote and give energy
to fo good a defign, by all the lawful means in their
power. Influenced by thefe confiderations, no onc
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fhould be relufant to acknowledge that:he has exerted
himfelf to promate :teformation; that he rejoices: to fee
that fnch-exertions réceive the. publm..eoumemnce, and
that lie: thinks _they fhould .be moft ferianfly regarded
by:thofe who; uridet- God, mufk rendér the: work 'of e~
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