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gree of restrictions whatever. And, although he has never
deserved the appellation of 8 drunkard ; yet, a free use of
apiritous liquors in 2 manner which may be termed constant,
and sometimes hard dnnking, has characterized his years of
age and decripitude, and it was greatly to be feared would ac-
company him to the grave.

Since the special charge of making provision for my aged
parents has devolved on me by personal contract, under bonds
of indefeasible indemnity in the use of their property, it has
been required of me to furnish liquor as wellas food. Painful
as this requirement has been to me, I have complied on all oc-
casions, with the same apparent cheerfulness that 1 made oth-
. er provisions. But, thers was a vast discrimination in wmy
own mind. Hence I imade it a subjectof daily secret prayer,
that God would be pleased to interpose, and move him to

abandon a habit so peraicious in its nature, and so destructive

in its consequences. I made it a rule, alsv, when I found any
thing striking in my periodicals on the subject of temperance,
to read it to him, accompanied with such remarks as I was ca-
pable of making, with a view torivet the subject on his mind;
all which he uniformly received with kiod feelings ; but, if
any reply was made, the amount was, that (as he would
term it,) ¢“ a temperate use of spiritous liquor was necessary
to his comfort, and beneficial in his age and in6rmities.” Ile
appeared perfectly satisfied if the cheapest kind of liquor,
even whiskey was provided, and agreeably to his . desire, this
was kept for his use at his own diseretion.

This was precisely the state of thingson the 15th ing.
when it -was publicly announced that an address on Temper-
ance would be deliveredat this time and place. The next day
1 cast my eyes on an article in the New Yonk O»servms
of Feb. 9th, eutitled, A spEECH TO THE POIKT, the amount
of which, was u ludicrous (though doubtless,a sincere and well
1weant) address of a laburiig man in England, who gave an
account at a temperance meeting, of the circumstances of his
reformation from habits of intemperance toa life of sobriety,
the consequent blessings which he had experienced, and his
carnest entreaiy that others of intemperate habits would fol-
low his example. Considering the picce well caleulated to
make an impression, [ immediately read it to my Father, and
then observed, Father, thisis a speec to the pvint indeed.—
“IxpEBD IT 18,” Was the reply.  Well, said I, this addpess
of the laboring man, will class with an account, published
some years ago, of a man who bad long indulged iu habits of
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mtemperance, till his appetite forced him, uniformly to awake
and rise in the slumbering hours of night to take 2 draught
from his bottle. After rising one night as usnal, and taking

- his hottle in hand, instead of drinking, he set it down, and
_for substance thus addressed it, ¢ Must I forever be a slave to

vou? Andmaust you be my destrover forever? No. FPll
put an end to this work forever’’, ‘Thussaying, lie instantly
dashed hisbottle to pieces, and ever after was a temperate man.

To this account the old gentleman listened with deep and

solemn attention. 1 proceeded. Now, dear Father, (said I,)
public notice was given yesterday, that on the 26th inst. I
am to deliver an adidress on the subject of Temperance. Iow
much strength, and energy, and effect would it add to that
‘ad Iress, if T could be able to announce that my Father had
thus disposed of his jug of whiskey ? ¢« Bringit here scid the
old man, promptly, ard I will do it.>> 'The jug was presented
i) presence of the family, with a small quantity of its poison-
ons contents, ¢ Move them andirons apart, said he, and «ct
the jug hotween them.” It wasdone as he directed.  Sitting
in his chair, he took his large and heavy walnut cane by thie
smallest end with both hands, and after looking earnestly, and
silently, at the ol:ject before him during a few moments, as
tiaszgh he was deliberativg on the .consequences of the crigis,
Lie thus addressed the jugz, PLLBE A SLAVE 70 YOU Ko
Lexcewr.”  Thus siying, with his mizht, he smote the jue
with the head of his cane, which dashed it to pieces into the
fire.  As the contents {lumned up the chimney, in lucid de-
monstration that the poisenous composition was made to burn
aud not to drink, Lie exclaimed, “ THAT 1S WELL DONE.—
'L XEVER DRINK ANCTIHER DROP OF SPIRITOUS LIGUOR
DURING MY LT | .

This scene produced impressions not easily to be described.
After some panse, T oliserved, This is an important period,—’
For this I have prayed ; and the answer has heen granted, in
a time, and maunner, wlhich may be improved for the benefit
of mankind,  Will you give mwe loave, Fatlier, to make such
use of this tran=action as | may deem proper for the promo-
tion of the cause of Temperacce?  The reply was, <« I hove
< onemy duty; meke seeluse of it as you pleass.””  The use
which [ requested, and obtained leave to make, was merely to
be permitted, publicly, to state the facts and circumstances as
ahove related, in hope that those who hear to day, and all
who may become acquainted with the subject hereafter, mnay
re excited, to use all laudstle endeavors to persuade con-
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sumers of spiritous liquors, to abandon the destructive habit,
lest by it, their geputation, and property, and happiness, and
life, and souls are destroyed forever. Such is now my pre-
sentation, accompanied with my most ardent desires, and fer-
vent prayers.

An intemperate neighhor of mine several years ago, told me
that he * could not restrain himself from the' use of Ram ;
the thing was impossible.”” To convince him of his mistake,
I thus stated, suppose, #n your presence, I should put a suffi-
cient quantity of arsénic into your jug of rum, to produce

~ certain death by the use of one table spoonful, and there was

no other liquor within one hundred miles of you, how ldng
would your jug stand by you before you drank of it> He ac-
knowledged, that under such circumstances, he never should
tasfe of its contents. In this case, a full cenvictionswas pro-
duced, that nothing was waunting to refrain from the use of
strong drink, but 4 REsoLuTION, and the want of this, baffl-
ed all conviction, and the man continued to be a drunkard. A
few years after, in attempting to cross the Hudson Riverin a
boat on his way home from a store with his jug, and in a state
of intoxication, a high wind upset his boat and the jug was
saved in a bag tied to the boat, but the drunkard was lost.—
The evils of intemperance are incalgulable. An inspired
penman once exclaimed, “ Who hath woe? Who hath sor-
row?  Who hath contentions? Who hath bablings? Who
hath wounds without a cause ? Who hath redness of eyes >
The answer is, * They that tarry long at the wine; at the
lagt, it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an adder.”
Intemperance is the occasion of a great proportion of the
calamities which mankind suffer on earth. How many robust
and healthy constitutions have been utterly ruined by this
vice ! How many men of talents, genius, education, and re-
spectability have fallen ‘a prey tointemperance! When once
captivated and enslaved by this vicious habit, how soon is their
strength iwpaired, their reasoning powers enervated, their

. judgement perverted, and all their mental faculties disorder-

ed, while diseascs of various kinds, commence their prey up-
on the vitals, and hasten a premature exit from this, to the
eternal world. Inevery instance of this nature, loss is sos-

- tained by the community, All those natural and acquired

.

abilities, which promised usefulness to society, when pervert-
ed by intemperance, are eventually lost. By an untimely
end, community sustains the loss of a member, and individuals
deplore the loss of a relative ynder circumstances of deep dis-
tress, followeq hy ever painful recollection,
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The liltle pratlers met him at the door, emulons to shara the

diret kiss of paternal affection. Every room in his house was .

graced with tokens of domestic prosperity. His neighbors
ppected bim. The poor blassd him for the bounties of his
hevolence. And the rich confidedin him for his integrity.
Bat, he looked en the cup and tasted. He concluded that
. a morning dram would produce an appetite for food, and. he
conducive to health, He prepared his bottle of bitters kept it
replenished. The more he drank, the more he loved it.—<
-Boon he found that the useful beverage was delightfully
stimulating before dinner and at other hours of the day. 4t
- Jength he tippléd daily. The habit became inflexible. .An
. appetite was formed which was irresistable. He plundged
occéasionally into istoxication, and eventually decame a down-
right sot. His estate is gone. His family are reduced to
wretchedness. .
This description is no false coloring of an enthusiastic imagin-
ation. Itis, indeed, a dismal picture. But it only represents
8 fact, a melancholly fact, which is deinonstrated by the de-
plorable situation of many a family in our country and world.
Maoy a men, who was once temperate, and industrious, whose
fair estate way iuherited, or earned by the sweat of his brow,
has fallen a victim to poverty, and shame, and death, by first
contracting the habit of tipling, and then yielding to the dc-
minion of an ungovernable appetite. At first, there was hut
little apparent danger of such awful degeneracy » yet, the
seeds of destruction began to spring, and grow, the moment
an appetite was contracted for regular morning drams. This
is generally the beginning of intemperance. The habit of tak-
ing morning drams, creates the appetite which soon termin-
ates in drunkeness. When an appetité for strong drink is

once formed, intemperance like a raging tempest generally «

follows with all its deleterious consequences. A considera-
tion of consequences at this period, is of little avail te check
the growing evil. A gonawing appetite overpowers all argn-
ments, rejocts all entreaties, and totally disregards a delinea-
tion of all consequences. A gentleman ineme of the Southersy
states some years ago, Who sustained the military oftice of
GEKERAL, contracted an appetite for strong drink. A friend
resolved to visit, and endeavor to reclaim him. He emh/aced
an opportunity, and made known to the Gen. the ohjpct of
his visit. The General’s reply was, ¢« Hear me firs’, a few
words, and then you rhay proceed. I am sensible thet I have
contracted a strong appetite for spiritous liquor. I £m sepsi-
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will be believed, (if never before,) that ¢ drunkards shall not
inherit the kingdom of God.”

How astomshmgnt is, that in a world full of alarm, many
will not take warning till destruction comes upon them, and
drags them down to ruin. In the summer of 1830, in the
town of Ballston, and within one mile of this spot,{ I saw a
ma)j fill his bottle with spiritous liquor after dinner, to carry
into the harvest field for the use of himself and his hired man,
both of whom were lovers of the poisonous fluid. As 1 had
been put in trust of a certain agency in that field, I earnestly
remonstrated against the transportation of the bottle into the
field, and proposed various substitutes for refreshment, if the
Jiquor might be left in the house. But remonstrance, and
proposed substitutes were alike 1n vain; the bottle was car-
ried into the field. My néxt object was to exert all the in-
fluence in my power over the men in the field, to lessen the
usc of the liquor as much as possible. In this, I had reason
to belicve, I succeeded in some degree. But it occasioned of-
fence. The hired man left the field before night, and a hue-
and- -cry was set up in the neighborhood against cold water -
laws in the harve~t field. This arousad the indignation of the
employer, who, after well replenishing his bottle the next
morning, addressed his hired man in the field in my presence:
thus, ¢ Here Richard, the half of the grain in this field is

mine, and the whole of the liquor in this bottle is minc ; drink
when you please, and as much as you please, for  am deter-+»

mined to be mastet of my own busiuess, and while in my
employ, you shall be controlled by none.”

This address had its desired effect. My mouth was closed
on the subject of opposition to the bottle ; and my influence
in that field was poce. But mark the result of that morn-
ing’s address. By ten o'clock, the employer felt rich and
important, and the hired man was in the full enjoyment of all
the pleasures that a bottle of rum could impart. About elev-
en o’clock, the employer came into the house to refresh him-
- self with a nap before dinner, and the hired man about the
same timme, Jay down on a swarth of rye in the field to take
his rest. At-noon, he was drunk on his bed of rye, and
could not be awaked to go to dinner. Lnmediately after din-
ner, a messenger went to the field, and raised an alarm that
he was.dying. The family and a few near neighbors collect-

ed instantly in the field on the alarm; a sheaf of rye- was

t On the East Liné where this addr2ss was firs( delivered.
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tals, ull the day cometh that God shall judge the worid in
righteowshess, and render to every man acoording as his work
shall he.

An important question now arises. What shali be done to
exterminat. an evil, which has long been sweeping over our
world like a raging pestilence? An answer is prepared, join
the Temperance Society, and unite in all laudable efforts to
promote the pending National, Temperance Reform. The
oonstitution of the Temperance Society is based on a convic-
tion of the evils of intemperance, and its object is to enlist
volunteers from every department of community to aid in
overthrowing this common enemy of mankind. The posi-
tion which reformers are required to take in this mighty war-
fure, is to deny themselves of the use of spiritous liquor,

(except in case of medicine,) and endeavor to persuade their
neighbors to do the same. We are told that, «“ The inven- -

tion of distilled spirits, arose in Germany about 200 years ago,
with some Apathecaries aud Chemists. They were used and
designed as medicine at first. They were at first sold by
weight. 8 drachms to an ounce, and hence the origin of the
tera: “praM.”’” Their high price and limited supply kept
them for a time confined in some measure to their original and
only proper destination. At length, however, becoming
cheap, they gradually passed from the medicinal, to the com-
mou 8nd vnnecessary use of them on trivial occasions, and
last of all, to the great abuse and prostitution of them to the
purposes of sensuality, in making use of them as a common
drink. We may hence see the necessity of retracing the
steps of custom in the usc of this article, and of the proprie-
ty of passing from the common and trivial use, to the guard-
ed and medicinal use, which ay still be allowable on proper

vceasions.”’ .
This is the exact standard of the Temperance Society.—

Under a full conviction of the grcss perversion and ‘abuse of

distilled liquors, the laws of the Temperance Society are de-
signed to abolish the common use of the article and confine it
solely to @ medicinal use. Common sense dictates, that apo-
thecary drugs and medicines are to be used only by the sick,
and by them only under the direction of medical authority.—
Only let this simple, plain, common-sense rule be adopted in
velation to the use of spiritous liquor, and let it become a gen-
eral and universal rule, and be faithfully observed, and the
Temperance Reformation would be equally extensive; and
drunkewness with all its train of evils, would be exterminated

from the world. .
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A popular objection to the restrictions of the Temperance
Society is, that to abide them, mankind are deprived of their 1ib-
erty and natural rights. Of what liberty and natural rights,
it is enquired, do the laws of Temperance deprive mankind,
or any of them? The answer is. if I join the Temperance
Society and observe its rules, I must deprive myself. of the.
liberty and natural right of drinking Rum, Gin, Brandy and’
other liquors when 1 please, without being at the pains wf.
applying to a physician to know whether 1 neced a dram or
not. A moments reflection will shew that the principle set
up in this objection, leads only to a perversion of all that lib-
erty and natural right which are guaranteed to mankind by
the constitution of heaven, and the laws of a free country.

Because a man is at liberty to think, speak and act freely,

does it follow that he has a right to conceive murder in his
heart, to commit suicide on his own body, or put an end to
the life of his neighbor? Because mankind are endowed
with natural rights to breathe air, eat food, drink liquid, and
labor for support, does it follow that they have a right to.
manufacturé poison and eat and drink it to their destructioa?
Follow the principle ¢f this pretended liberty, and sce where.
it will lead. My life is my own and-l1 have liberty to dis-
pose of it as I please ! This dose of poison was maoufactured
by iy hands or purchased with my money, and I will dripk
itaf I please. This wife, these children, this house are all
mine. To bind myself under restrictions that I shall not kill
my wife and children, and burn my house with fire when 1
please, would destroy my liberty and natural rights.

This may appear extravagant. But, believe me, thisis but
the maturity of the principle based on the objection: under
consideration, which is often made agaiost the restrictions of
the Temperance Society. Every person who indulges the
habit of a comrmon use ot spirituous liquor on the principle
that it is his liberty so to do, does nothing less, than to take
by piece meal adose of pcison which will terminate in all the
degradation and wretchedness in life, and misery in the world

_ to come which are inevitably connected with moral suicide.

Hence, for a person to lay himself under such voluntary re-
straints as tend to the prescrvation of all that is essential to
his present and eternal welfare, is so far from depriving him-
self of his liberty and natural rights that this, is in fact, the
best and only method to secure them.

Kuother popular objection to the Temperance cause is, that
it materially injures the interest of individuals.
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Distillers and venders of spiritous liquors doubtless consti-
tute that part of commonity alluded to in this objection, for
no others can be said to be losers. Give this objection its tull
force, and what will be the amount > Suppose, that distillers
and venders of this article will be losers, what is theijr loss,.to
the general loss of community by the traffic? Compute for in-
ftance the loss and wain of a neighborhood where spiritous li-
quor is the staple csmmodity of traffic unmolested, as is fre-
quently ‘the case where there is a distillery, a tipling house
of ill fame, or, a little petty store of dry goods and groceries
with a license to sell liquor by the small measure.- The re-
tailers, it is granted, get the names of a cousiderable portion
of their neighbors on their book, and all the small money out .
of their pockets. They- may thrive ; but, what becomes of
their customers ? These, spend no small portion of their time
and money at the tipling house, or store, and the harvest
they reap is intemperance, want, and wretchedness. The
venders of spiritous liquors, are truly sowing the seeds of evil
amdng mankind which injures the whole community, in ex-
act proportion to theirindividual advantage. \What therefore,
is the verdict of benevolence and philanthropy in this case ?
It is this. Let the pernicious traftic of spiritous liquor be
aholished by the overpowering influence of the Temperance
Society, and let the distillers and venders of said liquor, join
in the general reformation and pursue some other calling for a

« Jivelihood, instead of one which tends to the snbversion of all

zood, and the introduction of wretchedness and misery among
their fellow men. .

We will notice but one more popular objection to the tem-
perance cause, which is, that even many who profess to ad-
here to the rules of the Society, do not- abide by their own
enzazements. We are sorry to be oblised to confess that this
3 too true, It is much to be feared and Jamented that some
of the members are not faithful to perform their covenant en-
ragements. DBut, does this prove any thing against the in-

-steation? Certainly not. The very objection is based on the

virtual admission, that the institution is good, but that some
of the members are disorderly. If the institution itself were
pernicious, no reasonable person could wish to see its rules

. vhserved. Bat, when it is admitted to be good, tending wlti-

mately to the seneral welfare and happiness of mankind, what
a frivolous pretext is this, to bring objections against a geed
institution because some of its members walk disorderly !

Tire absurdities of such an objection are too-glaring not to be
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of virtaouas females, who have embarked with all the ability,
and power, and extent of their influence to promote the cause
"of Temperance in the world. They are well aware, from a
knowledge of the propensities of falien nature, that their sex
is liable to fallinto the vortex of vice, as well as the uther.
And they are not ignorant of the fact, that though a fumale
drunkard is of all objects on earth ove of the most detestable ;
yet the awful spectacle has in some instances been seen, when
women have susmounted a sense of shame, and disgrace, and
every other obstruction to the gratification of their appetits
for strong drink, tillthey have not only become female drunk-
ards; but, under the influence of their besotted habit, have
even poisoned, or otherwise put their husbands to death, kill-
ed their children, spread wretchedness all around them, mur-
dered their own souls and left the wogd in despair.

From considerations so dcplorable, the female friends of
virtue and the cause of Temperance, have banded themselves
togethior and manifested a resolnte determination to bear their
proportion of burdens ; to perform their respective portion of
duties assigned, and, harnessed with all the armour that the
nature of the warfare requires, to emulate even the stronger
sex in their cxertions to exterminate from the earth the in-
temnperate powers of darkness. Hence it is, that at temper-
perance meetings, frequently, a vast majority of attendants
arc females. Hence it is, that when volunteers, and recruits
are called for, women of grey hairs, ladies who are 'raising up
families, and their daughters who are to he mothers to a sub-
sequent generation, all, harmoniously unite in the cause of
Temperance, and are not ashamed to have their names en-
rolled among the band who are engaged in so good a cause.
And this is not all that appears in their favor; but, it frequent-

Iy comes to pass, that when old men, and men of middle age, .

and their sons come forward to enlist as volunteers in the
cause of Temperance, itis found, that tne powerful influence
which moved them thus to signalize themselves, was the grave
advice of a matron, or the powerful persuasion of a beloved
wife, or the overpowering entreaties of an affectionate sister
or female friend.

With the wheels of such a powerful engine in motion, what
can arrest the progress of the Temperance cause? If op-
positivn ariscs, the power cf female influence can quell it,
just as the famed Roman Matron saved her country from the
effusion of Dlood and its metropolis from a desperate seige, by
uttering a single sentengo, ynder circumstances, which gave
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to female influence its full weight of energy and pewer.—
When Coriolanus theill-famed Roman Traitor to his country,
invaded, its metropolis at the head of a Volcian army,
whose formidable appearance made Rnome tremble; wlien
all proposed measures of pacification were by the invader
treated with disdain, and the mcment was approaching for
.the commenceimnent of a most desperate siege; Volumnia, the
Mother of the traitor, at the head of a train of Roman Ladies,
presented herself in the presence of her son, and uncovering
her breast, that once gave him suck, cried out, ¢ Here Corio-
lanus, if you are determined on the destruction of your coun-
try, let your first weapon of death be thrust into the heart
of your mother.” The invader’s heart was broken. Ile
relented. Rome was free

Here is an example worfhy of imitation by mothers, and
wives, and sisters, andyall the female band of friends to the
cause of Temperance. Onfy let them, effectually wield
the overpowering energies of female influence, in favor of the
cause of Temperance, and under the blessing of Gbd, and
united efforts of his people, and in answer to their ferveut and

persevering prayers, the powers of intemperance must eventa-
ally fall to rise no more. -
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