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The  Jesuit  papers  of  Rome  assert  that  the  evangehcal 

preaching  there  will  make  Rome  half-Protestaut  in  ten 
years.  This  is  probably  a  Jesuitical  cry  of  alarm  in 
order  to  arouse  the  Catholics,  the  end  justifying  the 
means.  Still  the  outlook  mtist  be  hopeful  to  cause  such 
a  cry  of  despair  from  the  very  walls  of  the  Vatican. 

ReVr-  Chalmeis  Martin,  D.  D.,  Professor  of  Hebrew  in 

Princeton  University  and  Assistant  Professor  in  Prince- 
ton Seminarj',  has  been  elected  President  of  the  Penn- 

sylvania College  for  Women  and  will  probabl}'  accept. 
Educational  Institutions  sometimes  go  farther  than  the 
Presbyterian  Church  for  their  intellectual  equipment  and 
fare  worse. 

One  of  the  gratifying  things  about  the  mission  work 
in  Siam  is  that  it  is  so  largely  supported  by  the  native 
churches.  Every  native  evangelist  and  pastor,  in  Siam 
and  all  but  two  of  the  native  evangelists  in  L,aos,  are 

self-supporting  and  so  is  the  religious  press.  While  the 
Southern  Church  has  no  official  connection  with  the 

Siame,se  mission,  it  has  always  felt  an  especial  interest  in 
it  on  account  of  the  work  of  otir  own  Dr.  McGilvary. 

We  can  now  locate  an  old  story.  Presbyterj^  dissolved 
a  church  whose  only  member  was  Mrs.  Frank  Patter. 

She  refused  to  give  up  the  minutes  and  said  Presbytery 
ought  to  send  her  a  minister.  The  Chtirch  was  the  one 
at  Quincy,  Michigan,  and  now  numbers  120  members  in 
a  growing  city,  all  because  the  woman  refused  to  obey 
the  Presbytery  and  the  Presbytery  had  sense  enough  to 
obey  the  woman. 

The  Southern  Indian  Missionary  Conference  which 
met  in  January  at  Madras  and  the  news  of  which  is  just 

reaching  us,  was  an  important  gathering,  "marking  a  dis- 
tinct epoch  in  the  historj  of  missions,"  according  to  the 

Christian  Patriot  of  that  citj'.  There  were  150  delegates 

representing  all  the  Protestant  Chtirches  and  the  ke)'- 
note  of  the  conference  was  co-operation.  Notable 

tributes  were  paid  to  the  work  of  the  American  mission- 
aries. 

While  the  Presbyterian  Church  is  working  in  Italy 

through  the  agency  of  that  devoted  little  l)and,  the  Wal- 
densian  Church,  the  Methodists  have  l^'cen  doing  some 
excellent  work  on  their  own  account.  They  have  40 

preaching  stations  in  Rome,  an  Institute  for  Girls,  a 
Printing  Hotise,  and  a  Theological  Seminary,  recently 
transferred  from  Florence.  We  hope  the  shouting  is 

sometimes  loud  euotigh  to  pierce  the  ears  of'His  Holiness 
him.self. 

Asa  commentary  upon  the  "vow  of  chastity"  which 
the  Romi.sh,  Church  requires  of  the  priests  in  which  chas- 

tity is  confounded  with  celibacj',  the  inference  being  that 
the  celibate  life  is  the  only  chaste  life,  we  quote  the  fol- 

lowing facts  admitted  at  the  Conference  of  South  Ameri- 

can Bishops,  which  met  recently  in  Rome:  "There  are 
iS,ooo  Romish  priests  in  South  America,  of  whom  3,000 
are  regularly  married,  having  legitimate  children,  4,000 

live  in  secret  concubinage,  having  wives  'under  the  names 
of  nieces,  aunts,  Vv'ards  or  housekeepers,  and  1,500  sus- 

tain more  or  less  known  relations  to  women  of  qtiestion- 
able  character.  More  than  half  of  the  priests  have  broken 

with  celibac}'."  And  yet  some  people  oppose  our  sending 
missionaries  to  South  America. 

We  extend  the  hand  of  congratulation  to  His  Grace 

the  Archbishop  of  Canterbur}-.  The  Duke  of  Newcastle, 
armed  with  a  petition  signed  by  13,794  names,  personally 

appeared  before  His  Grace  and  solemidj'  declared  that 
the  Archbishop  had  decided  against  the  use-  of  burnt 

gum  in  prayer  "upon  the  construction  of  an  alleged  law 
of  the  State  and  not  upon  the  principles  of  Catholic  law 

and  custom  and  theological  science."  What  principle  of 
theological  science  declares  that  smoke  from  spices  helps 

the  prayers  of  the  faithful  on  their  wa3'  to  the  Mercy- 
seat,  the  duke  did  not  disclo.se.  But  the  Archbishop 
told  him,  in  a  few  plain  words,  that  the  custom  was 
neither  Catholic,  Apostolic,  nor  Anglican,  and  that  he 
had  sooner  see  the  Church  disestablished  and  disendowed 

than  to  see  it  handed  back  to  the  bondage  of  medieval 

superstition  and  papal  practices.  We  confess  that  upon 

reading  these  ringing  words  our  estimation  of  an  Arch- 
bishop rose  above  normal. 
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Snow  Creek,  in  Bethany  congregation,  Iredell  county. 
Dr.  Hall  did  little  more  than  supervise  it,  as  most  of  his 
time  not  given  to  Bethany  Church  was  devoted  to  mis- 
.sionary  work  in  the  southwest.  The  house  was  built  of 
logs  and  the  prices  for  tuition  were  slightly  higher  than 
at  some  other  schools. 

While  at  Princeton,  Mr.  Hall  was  noted  for  his  profi- 
ciency in  mathematics  and  such  science  as  was  then 

taught.  Feeling  the  need  of  proper  scientific  institution, 
he  purchased  some  philosophical  and  chemical  apparatus 

and  opened  an  "Academy  of  the  Sciences"  at  his  own 
house.  This  was  the  first  attempt  to  give  science  a  place 
in  the  curriculum  and  up  to  the  establi.shnient  of  the 
University  was  the  only  scientific  school  in  the  State. 

The  students  of  the  other  school  i.  e.  Clio's  Nursery  re- 
ceived supplementarj'  instruction  from  Dr.  Hall. 

After  a'iout  ten  years'  .service  the  Clio's  Nursery  buikl- 
ing  was  ljurned  but  a  larger  one  was  erected  in  its  stead. 
The  fanciful  name  was  dropped  but  the  school  was  con- 

tinued, under  charge  of  one  or  another  of  Dr.  Hall's 
numerous  nephews,  up  to  about  1850.  Nowhere  in 
Western  North  Carolina  was  a  .school  maintained  .so  long. 

To  supply  the  lack  of  proper  text  books  which  was 
quite  an  obstacle  in  the  way  of  successful  teaching,  Dr. 
Hall  wrote  an  elementary  treatise  c  n  English  Grammar. 
He  and  President  Joseph  Caldwell  are  the  first  North 
Carolina  authors  of  text  books. 
Though  this  school  did  less  collegiate  work  than  some 

others,  many  ministers  received  their  entire  training  here. 

About  twenty  of  Dr.  Hall's  pupils  studied  theology. 
Among  them  was  Moses  Waddell,  South  Carolina's  most 
famous  teacher.  Dr.  Hall  was  in  entire  .sympathy  with 
the  University  and  .seven  of  his  nephews  and  grand- 
nephews  were  matriculated  there.  In  18 16  he  presented 
sixty  volumes  to  the  University  Library. 

Zipn-Parnassus  (1785-1811),  as  the  name  implies,  was 
an  attempt  to  combine  the  cultivation  of  holy  things  and 
the  Miises.  It  is  situated  on  the  road  from  Statcsville  to 
Sali.sbury,  near  Thyatira  Church,  Rowan  county.  Dr. 
Samuel  Eusebius  McCorkle,  first  a  pupil  of  Dr.  Caldwell 
and  then  a  graduate  of  Princeton  in  1772  was  a  very  suc- 

cessful teacher  with  bright,  willing  pupils.  He  had  no 
patience  with  an  idler  or  a  dunce  and  sifted  such  out  as 
soon  as  possible.  In  fact  he  discouraged  all  except  the 
brightest  from  seeking  a  collegiate  education.  This  was 
more  or  less  a  theological  .seminary  aho  and  forty-five 
ministers  went  out  from  this  school.  Dr.  McCorkle  was 

.selected  as  "head-profe.ssor"  wheu  the  University  was 
established  but  declined  on  account  of  a  .slighting  remark 
made  by  Gen.  Davie.  He  was  friendly  to  the  institution, 
however,  and  six  of  the  seven  members  of  the  first  grad- 

uating cla.ss  were  prepared  by  him. 
In  connection  with  the  academic  department  there  was 

also  a  course  preparatory  to  teaching.  This  was  certain- 
ly the  first  Normal  school  in  North  Carolina  and  proba- 

bly the  first  in  the  United  States.* 
Though  these  faithful  men  did  not  love  culture  for 

culture's  .sake,  yet  the  first  impulse  toward  culture  came 
through  them.  The  schools  were  maintained  primarily, 
for  the  preparation  of  ministers,  but  many  a  layman  re- 

ceived through  them  a  preparation  for  life  which  if  not 
symmetrical,  was  at  least  effective  and  thorough.  The 

name  "log-college"  was  applied  in  derision  but  it  could 
be  worn  as  a  title  of  honor.  The  people  could  not  come 
to  the  school,  but  the  school  went  to  them.  They  are 
the  bright  features  of  our  old  educational  history. 

[We  republish  Dr.  Holland  Thomson's  article  on  Dog 
Colleges  from  the  Presbyterian  Quarterly  for  the  benefit 
of  a  larger  circle  of  readers  in  North  Carolina.  It  is  the 
testimony  of  a  Methodist  student  to  the  leading  part  the 
Presbyterian  Church  took  in  the  early  educational  work 
of  the  State.] 

*Dr.  Kemp  P.  Battle,  address. 

(For  the  Presbyterian  Standard. ) 

Why  the  Associate  Reformed   Presbyterian  Church 

Adheres   to  the   Exclusive  Use  of  the  In= 

spired  Psalter  in  the  Worship  of  God. 

BY  REV.  JOHN  T.  CHALMERS,  D.  D. 

In  the  Presbyterian  Standard  of  Feb.  21,  reference 
is  made  in  a  leading  editorial  to  the  position  of  the  Asso- 

ciate Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  on  the  subject  of 
Psalriiody.  We  merely  ask  space  for  a  statement  of  our 
position  on  this  subject  and  our  reasons  therefor. 

The  following  is  the  article  of  testimony  in  question: 
"It  is  the  will  of  God  that  the  p.salms,  hymns  and 

spiritual  songs  contained  in  the  Book  of  Psalms  be  sung 
in  his  worship,  both  public  and  private,  nor  shall  any 
other  songs  be  used  in  worship  by  members  of  the  Asso- 

ciate Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  " 
This  deliverance  is  based  upon  the  following  doctrine 

or  principle,  viz:  That  the  Doctrine,  Government  and 
Worship  of  the  Church  is  Divinely  authorized  and  pre- 

scribed by  Almighty  God,  or,  in  other  words,  that  we 
are  required  to  show  a  plain  command, — let  it  be  by  posi- 

tive precept,  plain  example  or  fair  and  legitimate  infer- 
ence— authorizing  and  prescribing  both  the  manner  and 

matter  of  our  worship. 
The  Westminster  Standards  teach  that  the  acceptable 

way  of  worshipping  God  has  been  "prescribed,  instituted 
and  appointed  by  him," — and  further,  he  is  not  to  be 
worshipped  "in  any  way  not  appointed  jn  his  Word." 

Believing  then  that  the  Book  of  Psalms  or  Inspired 

Psalter  has  been  "prescribed,  instituted  and  appointed" 
1)y  God  for  u.se  in  his  worship,  and  that  no  such  author- 

ity exists  for  the  u.se  of  any  other  book;  and  believing 

furthermore  that  "what  is  not  commanded  is  forbidden," 
so  that  if  no  such  authority  exists  for  the  use  of  other 

hymnology  (that  is  if  other  hymnology  is  not  com- 
manded) it  is  therefore  forbidden;  the  As.sociate  Re- 

formed Presbyterian  Church  stands  for  the  exclusive  use 
of  the  P.salms  in  the  worship  of  God. 

We  shall  confine  ourselves  in  this  article  solely  to  a 
statement  and  defen.se  of  our  major  premise,  viz:  That 

"we  are  required  to  show  a  plain  command  authorizing 
and  i^rescribing  both  the  manner  and  matter  of  our  wor- 

.ship." 

This  is  necessary  because  many  holding  to  the  Presby- 
terian system  have  lost  sight  of,  ignored  or  renounced 

this  fundamental  principle.  It  is  the  hinge  upon  which 
the  whole  controversy  turns.  It  is  the  rock  bed,  the 
blite  granite,  upon  which  the  deliverance  on  Psalmody  is 
based. 

Now  reader,  remember  that  this  is  the  proposition  we 

propose  to  illustrate  and  defend,  to  prove  by  God's  Word 
and  by  the  standards  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  If 
you  part  company  with  us  on  this  proposition,  we  must 
part  company  with  you  in  the  argument. 

We  are  required  to  show  a  plain  command — let  it  be 
by  positive  precept,  plain  example  or  fair  and  legitimate 
inference — authorizing  and  prescribing  both  the  manner 
and  matter  of  our  worship. 

It  has  been  the  prevailing  dispo,sition  of  man  since  his 
first  act  of  disobedience  to  depart  from  and  .set  aside  the 
commands  of  God,  or  to  blend  his  own  inventions  with 
the  appointed  ordinances  of  heaven.  Too  many,  in  their 
reckless  haste  to  court  favor  and  gain  popularity,  are 

con.sulting  their  own  feelings  and  the  tastes  of  the  multi- 
tudes, to  the  utter  neglect  and  disregard  of  the  principle 

that  we  must  have  Divine  authority  for  all  that  we  do  in 
the  worship  of  God.  In  order  to  prove  and  illustrate 

the  principle  advanced,  we  call  attention — 
I.  To  some  cases  recorded  in  the  inspired  records 

which  clearly  ar^d  powerfully  present  the  necessity  of 
adhering  rigidly  to  the  divine  appointment  in  all  that  we 
do  pertaining  to  God. 

( I )  Take  the  case  of 'the  construction  of  the  tabernacle. 
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How  frequently  was  Moses  charged  to  make  it  according 
to  the  pattern  shown  him  in  the  mount.  All  the  priestly 
vestments,  the  various  offerings  and  ceremonies  were 
prescribed  by  God,  and  even  Moses  in  his  high  position 
could  not  deviate  in  the  slightest  from  the  appointed  plan 
and  ritual  unless  God  .so  ordered  him.  Everything  about 

the  tabernacle,  "every  knop,  and  flower  and  Iringe,  every 
bowl  and  branch  and  board,  every  skin  and  curtain  and 

loop,"  had  its  place  assigned  by  divine  appointment. 
And  are  we  to  suppose  that  God  is  less  careful,  less  par- 

ticular and  less  jealous  about  his  work  to-day  ?  The  law 
of  Divine  prescription  applied  to  all  the  forms  of  worship 
among  the  Israelites,  to  the  permanent  as  well  as  the 
typical  and  transient. 

(2)' Con,sider  the  case  of  Nadab  and  Abihu.  The.se 
young  men  were  stricken  down  for  offering  "strange 
fire"  which  the  Lord  "had  not  commanded."  It  has 
been  suggested  that  these  5'oung  men  might  have  been 
numbered  among  the  advanced  thinkers  of  their  day,  tlie 
patrons  of  progress  and  apostles  of  liberty, who  imagined 
that  a  dash  of  liberalism  would  greatly  improve  and  en- 

rich the  somewhat  bald  ritual  of  Jehovah.  They  failed 
to  .see  why  one  kind  of  fire  was  not  as  good  as  another. 
The  Divine  appointment  of  one  kind  was  a  distinction 
without  a  difference.  But  God  saw  a  difference;  one  was 
commanded,  the  other  was  not,  and  the  penalty  of  their 
presumption  was  instant  death.  Thus  was  kindled  upon 

the  very  threshold  uf  Jehovah's  temple  a  beacon  "to  send 
its  lurid  light  athwart  the  centuries  as  a  warning  to  all 
succeeding  worshippers  of  the  danger  of  tampering  with 
divine  ordinances  by  .subtracting,  supplementing  or  .sup- 

planting them  by  human  authority.", 
(3;)  The  judgment  inflicted  on  Uzzah  furnishes  a  pow- 

erful evidence  of  God's  jealous  concern  over  all  his  ordi- 
nances, and  of  his  determination  that  no  human  contriv- 

ances and  measures  shall  be  introduced  into  his  worship 
Math  impunity.  The  ark  was  not  being  carried  in  the 
appointed  way.  God  had  commanded  that  it  should  be 
borne  on  the  shoulders  of  the  priests,  but,  instead,  it  was 
being  hauled  upon  an  ox-cart.  Uzzali,  prompted  no 
doubt  by  a  good  motive,  put  forth  his  hand  to  steady 

the  ai-k  of  God;  but  it  was  a  violation  of  God's  com- 
mand, and  Uzzah  died  by  the  ark. 

(4!  )  But  one  of  the  most  touching  cases  on  record  is 
that  of  Moses,  who  was  denied  admission  to  the  prom- 

ised land  because,  when  sent  to  speak  to  the  rock  and 
give  the  people  water,  be  smote  the  rock,  which  the  Lord 
had  not  commanded.  There  lies  the  promi.sed  Canaan 
just  across  the  river — a  land  toward  which  Moses  had 
journeyed  for  well  nigh  fort}'  long  aiid  weary  years,  and 
to  whose  possession  he  had  looked  with  many  joyous  an- 

ticipations and  burning  hopes. 
There  it  lies;  but  no,  he  cannot  enter:  he  mu.it  rather 

climb  the  granite  steps  of  the  great  mountain  altar,  and 
there,  upon  its  bald  and  rugged  summit,  with  the  rock 
his  couch,  the  skj^  for  his  covering  and  the  cloud  for  his 
shroud,  with  no  human  friend  to  soothe  his  heart,  ease 
his  pillow  or  whisper  peace  to  his  departing  spirit,  he 
must  submit  to  the  sentence,  "Dust  thou  art  and  unto 
dust  .shalt  thou  return."  Thus  died  Moses  on  Nebo's 
lonely  sunmiit,  a  witness  to  the  just  .severity  of  God  in 
punishing  disobedience  in  the  most  eminent  of  his  .ser- 
vants. 

(5)  Again,  when  Saul  returned  from  Amelek,  which 
he  was  sent  to  utterly  destroy,  and  told  Samuel  that  he 

had  obeyed  the  Lord,  the  prophet  inquired,  "What 
meaneth  this  bleating  of  the  sheep  in  my  ears,  and  this 

lowing  of  the  oxen  which  I  hear?"  "O  !"  said  Saul, 
"we  have  saved  the  best  of  the  sheep  and  oxen  to  sacri- 

fice unto  the  Lord  thy  God."  Was  not  Saul  truly  gen- 
erous and  devotional  in  desiring  thus  to  honor  God  ? 

But  hear  the  stinging,  heart-searching  reply  of  Sanuiel  : 
"Hath  the  Lord  as  great  delight  in  burnt  offerings  and 
sacrifices  as  in  obeying  the  voice  of  the  Lord  ?  Behold, 
to  obey  is  better  than  sacrifice,  and  to  hearken  than  the 
fat  of  rams.  ^  Because  thou  hast  rejected  the  Word  of 

the  Lord,  he  hath  also  rejected  thee  from  being  King." 
Thus,  for  not  obeying  m  full  the  commands  of  the  Lord, 
the  crown  fell  from  the  brow  of  Saul,  the  sceptre 
departed  from  his  house,  and  the  star  of  his  glory  went, 
down  in  infamj'. 

II.  Since  the  principle  we  are  contending  for  may  be 
characterized  as  the  corner-.stone  of  the  Pre.sbyterian 
system,  the  rock  upon  which  the  Church  is  built,  and 
her  only  protection  against  the  encroaching  flood  of 
iimovation,  we  will  show  in  the  second  place  that  it  is 
clearly  and  explicitly  taught  in  the  standards  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  the  Westminster  Confession  of 
Faith,  that  grand  embodiment  and  glorious  compend  of 
the  wi.sdom  of  the  ages. 

(a)  "The  acceptable  way  of  worshipping  the  true  God 
is  instituted  by  himself,  and  so  limited  by  his  own 
revealed  will  that  he  may  not  be  wor.sliipped  according 
to  the  imaginations  and  devices  of  men;  or  in  any  way 

not  prescribed  in  the  Holy  Scripture." — Confess,  of 

Faith,  chap.  21,  §1.  ' 
(b)  "The  du*ies  required  in  the  .second  commandment 

are  the  receiving,  observing  and  keeping  pure  and  entire 
all  such  religious  worship  and  ordinances  as  God  has 

instituted  in  his  Word." 
(c)  The  .sins  forbidden  in  the  second  commandment 

are  "using  and  in  any  way  approving  any  religious  wor- 
.ship  not  instituted  by  God  himself — corrupting  the  wor- 

ship of  God,  adding  to  it  or  taking  from  it — and  all 
neglect  of  the  ordinances  of  God." — Lar.  Cat.,  Ques. 108,  109. 

(d.)  "The  Second  Commandment  forbiddeth  the  wor- 
.shipping  of  God  by  images,  or  in  any  way  not  appointed 
in  his  Word. — S.  Cat.  Ques.  51, 

Note  these  words  employed'  by  the  framers  of  the  Con- 
fession; prescribed,  appointed  and  instituted.  Some  of 

the  proof  texts  will  be  found  by  referring  to  Dent.  4:2 
and  12:32;  Math.  15:9;  P..ev.  22:18-19. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  refer  to  the  authority  of 
some  of  the  wi.sest  and  best  men  the  church  has  ever 

seen,     (a  )    Says  Bishop  Hall:    "It  is  a  dangerous  thing 
in  the  worship  of  God  to  decline  from  his  own  institu- 

tions."    (b)    M.  Llenry:    "The  way  of  divine  accept- 
ance is  the  wa3'  of  divine  appointment;  God  will  have  his 

work  done  in  hisown  way."   (c)   Rev.  Dr.  A.  A.  Hodge: 
"God  has  prescribed  for  us  how  we  may  worship  him 
acceptably,  and  it  is  an  offense  to  either  neglect  to  wor- 

ship and  serve  him  in  the  way  prescribed  or  to  worship 
him  in  any  way  not  pre.scribed.    In  no  case  have  we, 
upon  the  ground  of  taste,  fashion  or  expediency  to  go  be- 

yond the  clear  warrant  of  Scripture."    (d)   Rev.  Ashbel 
Green,  D.  D. :  "We  should  .see  to  it  that  we  have  a  plain 
Scripture  warrant  for  every  religious  act,  duty  or  service 

that  we  either  attempt  ourselves  or  enjoin  on  others." 
(e)   Rev.  John  L-  Girardeau,  D.  D.,  LL-  D.:  "We  are, 
in  .some  respects,  relaxing  in  our  adherence  to  the  great 
principle,  that  whatsoever  is  not  explicitly  commanded 
in  the  Scriptures,  or  cannot  be  deduced  from  them  by 

good  and  necessar}'  consequence,  is  forbidden — a  princi- 
ple whioh  may  be  characterized  as  the  corner-stone  of 

the  Pre.sbyterian  .system.    We  have  professedly  appro- 
priated it  as  ours.    In  the  department  of  doctrine  it  has 

been  maintained  by  us,  and  in  that  of  government  prog- 
ress has  happily  been  made  in  its  application.   But  in  the 

department  of  worship  there  is  a  growing  tendency  to 
.slight  it,  and  the  experience  of  the  Church  has  proved 
that  its  abandonment  in  one  sphere  is  sure  to  produce  its 
relinquishment  in  others.  There  is  imminent  danger  just 
here,  and  it  is  the  solemn  duty  of  the  young  men  of  this 
Synod  to  .subject  this  controlling  principle,  for  which  our 
fathers  contended  unto  blood,  to  a  full  and  careful  study, 
and  then  fearlessly  to  give  it  that  thorough-going  appli- 

cation which  its  supreme  importance  demands.    If  not, 
as  surely  as  water  runs  down  hill,  so  surely  will  our 

Church  lapse  into  defection  from  her  venerable  testimon- 
ies."— Address  before  Synod  of  South  Carolina,  Oct, 

24th,  1885. 
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But  so  formidable  is  the  argument  and  such  an  appall- 
ing aspect  does  it  present  to  those  who  are  conscious  of 

a  deviation  from  the  divine  appointment,  that  human 
ingenuity  has  been  exhausted  and  truth  tortured  and  put 
to  an  open  shame  in  order  to  relax  its  rigor  and  set  aside 
its  application  to  special  ca'-es  of  experience. 

(1)  There  are  those  who  magnify  the  numbers  that 
give  countenance  to  their  cause,  forgetting  that  in  both 
morals  and  religion  the  Word  of  God  is  the  only  rule 
and  guide,  and  not  the  sentiments  of  any  number  of  falli- 

ble men.  In  other  words,  they  assert  that  truth  must 
lie  with  the  majority.  But  is  this  an  infallible  method 
of  determining  truth  and  right  ?  How  was  it  when  Israel 
worshipped  the  golden  calf  ?  Or  in  the  days  of  Ahab, 
when  from  among  the  millions  of  Israel  only  seven  thou- 

sand were  found  who  had  not  bowed  the  knee  to  Baal  ? 
Or  when  Elijah  stood,  single  and  alone,  to  meet  the  four 
hundred  prophets  of  Baal  ?  Who  were  right  and  who 
received  the  approval  of  heaven  ?  How  was  it  upon  that 
dark  and  tragic  day  v.'hen  Jerusalem  and  its  environment 
rang  with  the  m.addened  cry,  "Away  with  him,  crucify 
him"  ?  Who  were  right  during  the  dark  ages,  the  mul- 

titudes that  followed  the  "man  of  sin"  and  worshipped 
the  virgin,  or  that  little  band  of  Christians  who  in  the 
valleys  of  the  Alps  kept  alive  the  sparks  of  true  religion 
that  ultimately  kindled  into  the  blaze  of  the  Reforma- 

tion? Who  stand  upon  the  safest  ground  at  the  present 
time,  the  few  thousand  who  profess  the  true  religion,  or 
the  countless  multitudes  who  are  virtually  unbelievers? 
No,  the  race  is  not  always  to  the  swift,  the  battle  to  the 
strong,  nor  truth  with  the  multitude,  and  when  assailed 
with  such  logic  let  us  not  be  intimidated  or  discouraged, 
but  rather  let  us  remember  the  babe  in  the  ark  of  l)ul- 
rushes,  the  stripling  of  Bethlehem  before  the  giant  of 
Gath,  the  little  band  of  Gideon  and  the  eleven  fishermen 
of  Galilee.  Let  us  not  forget  these  illustrious  examples 
of  Divine  strength  made  perfect  in  human  weakness,  of 
the  power  of  minorities  when  God  is  on  their  .side,  and 

the  Saviour's  precious  words  of  promi.se  :  "Fear  not, 
little  flock,  for  it  is  your  Father's  good  plea.sure  to  give 
you  the  Kingdom." 

(2)  Others  maintain  that  we  live  under  the  gospel  dis- 
pensation which  is  one  of  greater  light  and  liberty,  free- 

ness  and  fulness  than  the  old.  It  is  asserted  that  the 
rigorous  law  regulating  the  worship  of  Jehovah  under  the 
Mo.saic  economy  has  been  relaxed  in  the  New  Testament. 

But  what  are  we  to  understand  by  a  man's  "go.spel  lib- 
erty ?"  Is  it  a  liberty  to  form  his  doctrinal  beliefs,  rules 

of  life  and  religious  observances  irrespective  of  the  word 
and  authority  of  Christ?  Was  it  ever  bondage  to  be 
subject  to  the  commands  of  God  ?  Liberty  under  the 
gospel  does  not  mean  a  liberty  or  licen,se  to  adopt  forms 
and  manner  of  worship  which  God  has  not  ajipointed. 
Liberty  and  law  are  not  incompatible.  There  can  be  no 
true  liberty  without  law.  It  is  little  short  of  bla.sphemy 
to  assert  that  it  is  a  species  of  thraldom  to  be  restricted  in 
our  wor.ship  to  forms  and  matter  prescribed  by  God. 
The  freedom  or  liberty  which  men  enjoy  under  the  gos- 

pel, .so  far  as  the  manner  and  matter  of  their  wor.'^hip  is 
concerned,  does  not  lie  "in  the  abrogation  of  the  funda- 

mental principle  that  God  must  be  worshipped  according 
to  his  own  prescription,  but  in  the  abolition  of  the  many 
cumbersome  forms,  minute  regulations  and  prescriptions 

which  formed  so  large  a  part  of  the  legal  ceremony."  In 
the  language  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hodge:  "Christian  liberty 
is  not  an  absolute  liberty  to  do  as  we  please,  but  a  regu- 

lated lil)erty  to  obey  God.  There  can  be  no  liberty  which 

sets  a  man  independent  of  the  will  of  God."  The  New 
Testament  ritual,  while  simpler,  is  no  le.ss  binding  than 

the  old.  The  Church  is  still-eminently  "Christ's  house," 
-SO  that  "the  intervention  of  any  human  judgment  as  to 
what  shall  constitute  the  furniture  of  that  hou.se  is  a  pro- 

fanation of  and  intermeddling  with  what  is  wholly  the 

production  of  infinite  wisdom." 
"Furthermore,  our  Lord,  in  issuing  to  his  apo.stles, 

just  before  his  ascension  to  glory,  the  great  conimissiou 

which  contemplated  the  evangelization  of  the  world, 

imposed  upon  them  this  .solemn  obligation  :  'Teaching 
them  to  observe  all  things  whatsoever  I  have  commanded 

you.'  This  injunction  of  the  Prophet  and  King  of  the 
Church  involved  three  things:  First,  that  the  apostles,  itl 
their  oral  communications  and  in  their  inspired  writings, 
were  to  teach  all  those  things  which  Chri.st  commanded; 
.'secondly,  that  they  were  to  teach  nothing  but  what 
Christ  commanded;  and  thirdly,  the  Church  to  be  organ- 

ized by  them  was  to  obey  their  teaching,  originated  and 
enforced  by  the  authority  of  Chri.st,  and  to  introduce 
nothing  into  her  doctrine,  polity  and  worship  which  was 
not  either  expressly  or  impliedly  warranted  by  the  com- 

mand of  Christ  as  reflected  by  apo.stolic  inculcation  and 
example.  This  left  the  Church  no  discretion  in  regard 
to  these  elements  of  doctrine,  government  and  worship. 

She  is  absolutely  hound  by  Christ's  commands,  enounced 
originally  by  the  lips  of  the  apo.stles,  and  nnw  perma- 

nently recorded  in  his  in>^pired  Word.  She  is  obliged  to 
do  all  that  lie  has  commanded;  she  is  forbidden  to  do 

au}  thing  which  he  has  not  commanded.  She  can  con- 
struct no  new  doctrine,  institute  no  new  element  of  gov- 

ernment, and  decree  no  new  rites  and  ceremonies — intro- 
duce no  new  mode  of  worship." — [Rev.  John  L.  Girar- deau, D.  D.,  LL..D.] 

(3)  There  are  yet  others  who  claim  that  there  are 
many  things  which  while  not  directly  commanded  are 
not  expres-sl}'  forbidden,  and  hence  are  to  be  tolerated  or 
permitted.  But  the  very  principle  in  question  implies  a 
prohibition  of  all  that  is  not  commanded  in  the  Scrip- 

tures by  positive  precept,  plain  example,  or  fair  and 
legitimate  infeitnce.  Admit  for  a  moment  the  principle 
which  demands  a  direct  prohibition,  and  see  what  fol- 

lows. Why,  you  have  opened  a  wide  door  through 
which  the  incense,  the  cro.sses  and  crucifixes,  the  bowings 
and  candles,  the  .seven  sacraments  and  other  scarlet  trap- 

pings of  Rome  can  enter.  Where  is  power  to  exclude 
them?  Canyon  prove  a  direct  prohibition?  The  fire 
which  Nadab  and  Abihu  offered  was  not  forbidden  in  .so 
many  words  ;  but  the  absence  of  a  direct  command 
proved  to  be  a  sufficient  prohibition  to  warrant  God  in 
punishing  the  innovation  with  instant  death.  And  is  not 
Jeroboam  censured  for  appointing  a  fea.st  for  Israel  on 
the  15th  day  of  the  eighth  month  in.stead  of  the  .seventh? 
(I  Kings  xii:33.)  might  have  replied  that  God  had 
not  forbidden  the  eighth  month,  and  that  therefore  it 
was  allowable  ;  but  the  inspiied  writer  nevertheless  cen- 

sures him  for  devising  in  his  own  heart  a  time  not 

appointed  by  God. 
Moreover,  when  the  testimonies  of  the  Church  ex- 

pressly state  that  the  acceptable  way  of  worshipping  the 
true  God  is  aj^pointed,  instituted  and  prescribed  by  him- 

self, is  thai  not  sufficient  to  require  of  all  a  plain  com- 
mand authorizing  the  act  of  worship  ?  But  the  language 

of  the  Confession  of  Faith  leaves  no  room  for  doubt  or 

cavil:  "The  second  commandment  forbiddeth  the  wor- 

shipping of  God  in  any  way  not  appointed  in  his  Word." 
If  Jehovah  has  given  to  his  Church  a  complete  rule  of 

faith  and  wor.ship,  does  it  not  follow  that  the  addition  of 
anything  not  expressly  appointed  is  not  only  a  daring 
invasion  of  the  divine  prerogative,  but  a  reflection  upon 

divine  wisdom  and  offensive  to  him  who  has  said,  "My 

glory  will  I  not  give  to  another." III.  But  leaving  these  objections,  let  us  pass  to  the 
consideration  of  a  third  argument  enforcing  the  duty  of 
conformity  to  the  divine  command  in  the  wor.ship  of 

God,  viz  :  The  propriety  of  God's  appointing  and  direct- 
ing all  the  parts  of  his  worship.  If  God  is  to  be  wor- 

shipped in  .some  manner,  it  woxild  be  unpardonable  pre- 
sumption for  any  one  I0  deny  tliat  God  has  the  ability  to 

prescribe  forms  of  worship  more  suitable  to  his  dignity 
and  our  condition  than  any  in  the  power  of  man  to 
devise.  This  consideration  applies  with  .special  emphasis 
to  that  part  of  worship  denominated  prai.se,  whose  main 
design  is  to  declare  and  magnify  the  excellencies  of  the 
divine  character,  and  to  give  expression  to  every  variety 
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of  devotioual  feeline  wliicli  a  contemplation  of  those  per- 
fections is  designed  to  call  forth.  It, is  manifest  to  ever}' 

judicious  mind  that  there  must  be  a  perfect  knowledge 
of  God,  of  his  nature  and  character.  Without  such  an 
exhaustive  Ijnowledge,  how  can  any  creature  frame  a 
perfect  and  adequate  .system  of  worship  ?  And  does  any 

created  being  possess  this  knowledge  ?  "Who  can  utter 
the  mighty  acts  of  God,  or  show  forth  all  his  praise.^" 
"What  man  knoweth  the  things  of  a  man,  save  the  .spirit 
of  man  that  is  in  him  ?  Kven  so  the  things  of  God 

knoweth  no  man,  but  the  spirit  of  God."  And  who  art 
thou,  O  vain  man,  who  presumest  to  come  into  Jehovah's 
awful  presence  and  to  make  known  to  him  that  which  is 
beyond  the  capacity  of  stronge.st  angel  and  tallest  .seraph? 

How  sadly  true  that  "Fools  rush  in  where  angels  fear  to 
tread  !" (To  be  concluded  next  week. ) 

Lesson  for  Young  People's  Societies. 
JOHN  R.  ROSEDRO. 

(For  Week  Beginning  March  i8th.) 

Subject:  Ye  must  be  born  again.    Jno.  3:1-15. 
In  the  incident  of  the  coming  of  Nicodemus  to  Christ 

to  inquire  of  him  about  the  new  doctrine  that  the  peo- 
ple had  been  hearing  preached,  we  have  one  of  the 

many  illustrations  of  the  power  of  Jesus  to  deal  with 
men.  Nicodemus  was  a  rich  man;  he  was  a  Pharisee 
and  a  ruler,  a  member  of  the  Sanhedrin.  He  had  heard 
of  the  miracles  that  had  so  stirred  the  people  at  the 
time  of  the  Passover,  to  attend  which  Christ  was  in 
Jerusalem.  He  recognized  that  here  was  a  teacher 
from  God;  he  had  proof  of  the  divine  power  and  some- 

thing of  what  Christ  had  been  teaching  must  have 
aroused  his  interest. 

Christ  savv  that  the  man  was  sincere  and  without 

any  delay  answered  the  question  that  was  uppermost 
in  his  heart.  He  saw  also,  that  Nicodemus  was  timid 
and  almost  afraid  to  believe,  and  puts  his  finger  on  the 
weak  spot,  but  in  a  way  that  would  encourage.  He 
does  not  answer  the  question  that  is  asked,  but  replies 
rather  to  the  question  that  was  unspoken.  Nicodemus 
had  taken  the  first  step.  He  was  ready  to  believe  in 
the  divine  power  of  Christ  because  he  could  see  there- 
suit.  But  the  reply  of  the  teacher  goes  deeper.  A 
saving  knowledge  did  not  consist  in  an  intellectual  be- 

lief. A  new  birthwas  necessary.  This  new  birth  was 
what  Nicodemus  did  not  understand.  The  first  ques- 

tion that  bothered  him  was,  what  is  this  new  birth 
His  words  seem  to  imply  that  he  did  not  think  that 

Christ's  statement  could  have  an  intelligible  meaning. 
So  he  asked,  "How  can  a  man  be  born  again.-* "  There was  earnestness  in  the  man.  He  did  not  see  what 

Christ's  words  could  n  ean.  There  may  be  a  slight 
irony  in  the  question,  but  he  was  interested  and  wished 
for  an  explanation. 

I.  The  next  reply  of  Jesus  gives  the  teaching  as  to 
the  origin  of  the  life  that  is  in  the  new  birth. 

An  analogy  from  ttie  teaching  of  science  in  regard 
to  the  origin  of  natural  life  makes  clearer  the  teaching 
of  Christ  in  regard  to  the  origin  of  the  spiritual  life. 
Science  declares  "that  life  can  come  only  from  the 
touch  of  life  "  Many  experiments  have  been  made  to 
test  whether  life  can  be  spontaneously  generated  from 
matter.  "Glass  vesseTs  are  three  parts  filled  with  in- 

fusions of  hay  or  any  organic  matter.  They  are  boiled 
to  kill  all  germs  of  life,  and  hermetically  sealed  to  ex- 

clude the  outer  air,  *  *  *  so  that  any  life  which 
may  subsequently  appear  in  the  closed  fl  isks  must 

have  sprung  into  being  of  itself."  Rut  no  life  has  ever 
appeared  without  the  touch  of  antecedent  life. 

This  is  enough  to  illustrate.  Just  as  there  can  be  in 
the  natural  world  no  li  e  that  does  not  owe  its  being 
to  antecedent  life,  likewise  in  the  spiritual  world  there 
can  be  no  life  that  does  not  come  from  an  antecedent 

life.  "That  which  is  of  the  flesh  is  flesh,  but  that  which 

is  of  the  spirit  is  spiri  ." 
2.  Another  question  would  arise  in  the  , inquirer's 

mind:  "You  speak  of  another  birth.  I  know  of  the 
natural  birth,  how  it  comes.  But  how  does  this  new 

birth  come.-*  I  know  of  the  beginning  of  the  natural 

life,  but  in  what  way  does  this  new  life  begin.''"  Christ 
seems  to  have  anticipated  this  question.  "Marvel 
nor."  You  can  see  it  manifest  itself,  as  you  can  know 
of  the  presence  of  the  wind.  But  you  cannot  explain 
to  me  the  manner  of  the  coming  and  going  of  the 
wind.  Yet  you  know  its  presence.  So  with  the  new life. 

3.  Again,  as  to  the  condition  of  having  the  new 
birth,  or  what  the  new  life  is.  "Fie  that  believeth  on 
the  Son  hath  life,  but  he  that  believeth  not  the  Son 

shall  not  see  life.  Jno.  3:36.  "I  live;  yet  not  I,  but 
Christ  liveth  in  me."  Gal.  2:20.  "Whosoever  believ- 

eth in  him  should  *  *  have  eternal  life."  Jno. 

3:15- An  expansion  of  these  three  points  will  give  us  an 
effective  and  comprehensive  treatment  of  this  subject 
of  the  new  birth;  the  origin,  from  God;  the  nature, 
supernatural;  the  condition,  belief  in  Christ. 

*  Jesus  at  Matthew's  House. — Mark  xii:i3=-22. 
Our  lesson  covers  several  very  interesting  incidents. 

They  no  doubt  occurred  immediately  after  the  healing 
of  the  paralytic.  Jesus  was  at  the  height  of  his  popu- 
ularity  and  power.  Yet  there  are  manifest  signs  of 
hostility  on  the  part  of  the  Church  authorities.  They 
have  not  even  been  silenced.  Though  worsted  in  the 
contest  with  the  Master,  they  are  ready  to  attack  him 
through  his  disciples. 

The  attractiveness  of  Jesus  as  a  teacher  was  only 

equalled  by  his  power  as  a  miracle-worker.  The  mul- 
titude still  resort  to  him.  The  broaa  expanse  of  the 

seashore  is  his  church ;  a  fisher's  boat  his  pulpit;  his 
theme  the  old,  old  story  of  man's  need  and  God's  pro- vision to  meet  it.  As  was  said  of  Whitfield,  he  never 

lost  sight  of  man's  immortality  and  man's  misery. 
At  the  gate  of  the  city,  or  on  the  seashore,  was  the 

office  of  an  official.  His  duty  was  to  gather  the  heavy 

import  and  export  duty  levied  by  the  Roman  govern- 
ment and  collected  with  little  mercy  or  compassion. 

Levi  was  the  principal  officer,  though  of  course  he  had 
clerks.  He  was  an  Israelite,  but  in  the  eyes  of  his  fel- 

low-countrymen a  renegade  and  an  outcast.  No  doubt 
Levi  heard  Jesus  preach.  He  had  recently  believed 
in  him,  and  when  Jesus  uttered  these  magic  words, 

"Follow  me,"  he  arose,  charmed  to  obey  the  voice 
divine.  There  was  no  unseemly  desertion  of  a  post  of 
duty — no  malfeasance  in  office.  Levi  simply  turned 
over  the  work  to  an  underling,  and  followed  Jesus. 
God  does  not  call  on  us  to  leave  places  of  responsi- 

bility to  the  detriment  of  others.  When  the  call  to 
higher  duty  comes  we  must  obey,  and  that  promptly. 
Levi  gave  a  great  feast  ;  no  doubt  it  was  to  honor 
Jesus — more  probably  to  give  his  shy  Iriends,  the 
publicans  and  sinners,  an  easy  opportunity  for  personal  , 
contact  with  the  wonderful  Saviour. 

This  kindly  act  meets  the  scorn  and  disapprobation 

of  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees.  W^e  read  hatred 
and  scorn  in  the  "how"  of  their  question.  The  answer 
of  Jesus  is  complete.  He  assumes  this  position  :  that 
they  are  the  righteous,  that  have  the  power  to  heal. 
They  are  the  divine  vehicle  of  salvation;  that  these 
publicans  and  sinners  are  sick  and  sin-cursed.  Then 
he  appeals  to  the  underlying  principle  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  good  to  save  the  bad  ;  of  the  physician  to 

heal  the  sick;  "hence  the  only  thing  for  me  to  do  is 
to  call  sinners,  not  the  righteous,  to  repentance,"  To 

*  Sunday  School  L,esson  for  March  i8th,  1900, 
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Even  in  priest-ridden  Ecuador  the  light  is  breaking. 
The  Congress  of  the  Republic  has  passed  some  laws 
recently  removing  authority  from  the  delegates  of  the 
Pope,  decreeing  that  no  papal  bull  shall  be  promulgated 
without  the  consent  of  the  State  Council,  restricting 
Church  property,  and  forbidding  the  collection  of  parish 
and  funeral  taxes.  This  last  law  is  a  serious  one,  for 

the  papal  pocket-nerve  is  much  the  most  sensitive. 

Out  of  $55,581,817  given  to  colleges  in  1899,  less  than 
one  per  cent,  went  to  Southern  colleges.  Before  the  Civil 
War  there  were  more  students,  more  professors  and 
more  colleges  in  the  South  than  in  the  North  and 
West.  The  South  has  been  robbed  in  various  ways 

since  the  war — the  Porto  Ricans  have  our  sympathy— but, 
she  is  training  men  in  her  small  colleges  and  her  scantily 
endowed  universities  that  lead  the  students  of  Yale  and 

Harvard  in  competitive  examinations,  and  who  will  show 
the  rest  of  the  nation  how  it  ought  to  be  governed  before 

long.   

The  present  Hawaiian  Government  prohibits  gambling 
and  the  sale  of  opium  and  is  making  successful  efforts  to 
restrict  the  sale  of  intoxicants.  Congress  is  just  now 
engaged  in  making  laws  for  Hawaii  and  it  is  devoutly 

hoped  that  it  will  not  attempt  to  improve  on  the  laws  as 
regards  these  things.  By  one  of  the  revenges  of  history 
the  political  party  that  forced  negro  suffrage  upon  the 
South  is  now  engaged  in  the  attempt  to  prevent  it  in 
Hawaii.  The  Independent  remarked  a  year  ago  that  it 
was  difficult  to  state  the  arguments  for  a  white  oligarchy 
in  Hawaii  so  as  not  to  make  them  equally  effective  for 
the  Southern  States  an4  in  the  debate  Senator  Tillman 

moved  as  an  ameadmeut  to  the  Hawaiian  Constitution 

the  suflFrage  clause  of  the  South  Carolina  Constitution 

and  remarked  to  his  colleagues:  "I  dare  you  to  vote  for 
it  and  I  dare  you  to  vote  against  it." 

Sir  William  Vavasour,  "the  head  of  a  family  having 
one  of  the  oldest  Catholic  names,"  supports  the  position 
taken  by  Mivart  as  against  that  of  Cardinal  Vaughan.  He 

regards  "unrestricted  independence  of  mind  and  freedom 
of  judgment  among  the  essential  attributes  of  real  Catholi- 

cism,and  the  inborn  and  inalienable  rights  of  every  human 

being."  Then  real  Catholicism  is  not  known  to  history. 
The  quotation  above  is  a  compound  of  the  Protestant 

theory  of  the  right  of  private  judgment  with  a  reminis- 
ence  of  the  American  Declaration  of  Independence. 

Same  old  farce.  Bishop  Satterlee  is  urging  the  erec- 
tion of  the  great  Cathedral  in  Washington  on  the  ground 

that  "a  National  Cathedral  should  stand  a  witness  of 

Christian  Unity."  We  wonder  if  the  good  Bishop  really 
believes  that  this  will  take.  As  a  guarantee  of  Christian 
Unity  will  any  Christian  minister  be  aUowed  to  preach  in 
the  Cathedral  ?  There  is  only  one  way  that  we  know  of 
in  which  this  can  be  accomplished  without  a  violation  of 

the  canons.  Postpone  the  "consecration"  of  the  Cathe- 
dral indefinitely.  We  preached  in  an  Episcopal  Church 

once  which  had  been  built  by  the  combined  efforts  of  the 

Christian  people  of  the  little  community.  On  expressing 
our  gratification  at  the  liberality  of  the  brethren  we  were 
informed  that  the  church  had  not  been  consecrated  as 

yet  and  that  permission  would  be  granted  Christian  min- 
isters to  use  the  church  until  that  important  event 

took  place. 

The  Central  Presbyterian  sounds  a  note  of  warning  on 
account  of  the  daring  action  of  the  Presbyterian  ladies  of 
Concord,  N.  C.  Fifty  of  these  ladies  met  at  a  private 

residence  and  requested  the  session  to  call  a  congrega- 
tional meeting  for  the  purpose  of  calling  a  pastor.  The 

Central  thinks  "that  the  vigorous  paper  of  the  Synod  of 
Virginia  has  not  been  widely  read  in  North  Carolina  as  it 
should  be. ' '  Perhaps  so.  We  confess  to  the  delinquency 
ourselves.  We  remember  that  it  attracted  the  notice  of 
the  unregenerate  chiefly  because  of  its  formal  permission 
to  the  women  to  sing  in  church.  However  our  book  pro- 

vides for  woman  suffrage  in  a  matter  that  is  far  more  im- 
portant to  the  community  than  the  election  of  a  mere 

President,  namely,  the  election  of  a  pastor;  and  it  also 
provides  for  the  members  of  a  congregation  stirring  up 
the  pure  minds  of  the  session  by  way  of  remembrance  of 
the  fact  that  the  church  is  pastorless.  And  if  the  Cen- 

tral or  Dr.  Stephenson  or  the  authors  of  that  vigorous 
paper  intend  to  make  discord  by  having  the  Concord 
ladies  up  before  the  General  Assembly  for  disobedience 
to  the  Synod  of  Virginia,  we  shall  undertake  to  defend 
their  record  and  to  prove  that  it  is  in  accord  with  the 
ponsti^utiQU. 
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Why  the  Associate  Reformed   Presbyterian  Church 

Adheres  to  the   Exclusive  Use  of  the  In= 

spired  Psalter  in  the  Worship  of  Qod, 

BY  REV.  JOHN  T.  CHALMERS,  D.  D. 

IV.  A  fourth  consideration,  favoring  a  rigid  adherence 
to  the  Divine  command,  is  the  evils  which  result  from  a 
departure  from  this  fundamental  principle. 

(1)  And  first,  we  find  that  whenever  there  is  a  depart- 
ure from  the  principle  we  are  advocating,  very  soon  that 

which  we  first  regarded  as  the  obligatory  becomes  the 
optional,  while  that  which  was  at  first  claimed  to  be  mere- 

ly permissive,  comes  to  be  regarded  as  prescribed.  When- 
ever any  institution  of  Divine  authorship  comes  to  be  re- 

garded as  merely  optional,  that  institution  will  be  either 
entirely  disregarded,  or  by  a  natural  process  will  become 
in  the  course  of  time  to  be  recognized  as  the  obligatory. 
For  illustration,  we  know  that  a  few  decades  ago  the  law 

authorizing  the  exclusive  use  of  the  Psalms  was  recog- 
nized by  all  the  branches  of  the  Presbj'teiian  Church;  but 

after  a  time  a  permissive  warrant  was  supposed  to  be 
found  for  the  use  of  hymns  of  human  composition.  The 
use  of  the  inspired  hymns  of  the  Bible  was  not  sinful  or 
to  be  prohibited,  but  hymns  of  human  composition  might 
be  used;  and  what  has  been  the  result?  Why,  the  hymns 
of  Divine  prescription  have  been  practically  set  aside. 
They  are  now  regarded  as  merely  allowable  or  permissi- 

ble, while  hymns  of  human  composition  occupy  a  pla:e 
of  as  high,  or  even  higher  authority. 

The  mingling  of  the  optional  or  permissive  with  the 
prescribed  and  obligatory  has  resulted  in  the  exclusion  of 
the  latter  from  the  high  position  which  it  is  entitled  to 
occupy  in  accordance  with  the  design  and  appointment 
of  the  King  and  Head  of  the  church.  That  which  was 
at  one  time  regarded  as  the  prescribed  and  obligatory, 
has  been  made  almost  utterly  void — has  barely  the  force 
of  an  optional  warrant — while  that  which  was  at  first 
claimed  as  only  permissive  or  allowable,  is  practicall}'  re- 

garded by  man}'  as  the  prescribed  and  obligatory. 
(2)  Again,  whenever  the  Divine  and  the  human  are 

placed  upon  the  same  level,  whenever  the  Scriptures  are 
supplemented  by  human  inventions,  more  deference  will 
be  shown  to  the  human  than  to  the  Divine, — the  human 
will  be  exalted  at  the  sacrifice  of  the  Divine. 

That  the  admission  of  human  devices  in  the  worship  of 
God  is  apt  to  re.sult  in  the  setting  aside  of  the  positive  en- 

actments of  God  is  taught  by  our  lyord  when  he  said  to 

the  Scribes  and  Pharisees:  "Thus  have  ye  made  the 
commandment  of  God  of  none  effect  b}'  your  tradition," 
and  "full  well  ye  reject  the  commandment  of  God,  that 
ye  may  keep  your  own  tradition. ' '  The  Jews  of  old  were 
far  more  tenacious  of  their  own  inventions,  of  tradi- 

tionary dreams,  than  of  God's  revealed  code  of  dut}'. 
No  fact  is  more  universal  and  unquestionable  than  that 

churches,  which  have  most  of  the  human  in  their  wor- 
ship and  government,  observe  more  carefully  and  rigidly 

and  defend  with  greater  zeal  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of 

man's  invention  than  they  do  the  plainest  ordinances  of 
the  written  word. 

In  the  time  of  the  Stuarts  the  Puritans  were  perse- 
cuted— were  fined  and  imprisoned — for  not  obeying  the 

canons  and  rubrics,  the  foolish  rules  and  regulations  of 
foolish  men  while  open  disobedience  to  the  commands  of 
God,  such  as  intemperance  and  profanity  among  the 
clergy,  was  not  even  rebuked,  much  less  punished. 

None  will  deny  that  the  recognition  of  "saints'  days" 
and  other  "holy  days"  additional  to  the  Sabbath,  has 
interfered  with  and  resulted  in  a  diminution  of  a  proper 
observance  and  sanctification  of  the  Sabbath.  Those 

churches  having  most  of  these  "holy  days"  have  always 
been  characteristically  lax  in  the  observance  of  that  one 
day  which  God  has  set  apart  for  himself.  And  we  have 

just  a4vei:te4  to  the  historical  fact  that  the  introduction 

of  hymns  of  human  composition  has  resulted  in  the  prac- 
tical exclusion  of  those  of  Divine  inspiration. 

A  little  while  ago  a  friend  observed  that  in  attending 
service  at  five  of  the  churches  and  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in 

Charlotte,  he  had  heard  sung  one  hundred  and  thirty-six 
hymns  and  not  one  Psalm.  In  the  practice  of  these  at 

least,  human  songs  are  to  God's  songs,  as  one  hundred 
and  thirty-six  are  to  nothing. 

Admitting  for  the  moment  that  we  have  the  same  and 
equal  authority  for  the  use  of  Divine  and  human  .songs 
in  the  worship  of  God,  it  will  not  be  denied  that  more 
deference  is  shown  to  the  latter.  The  human  has  been 

exalted  at  the  sacrifice  of  the  Divine.  Men's  songs  are 
preferred  to  God's  songs.  Are  not  the  grand  and  glo- 

rious Psalms,  Hymns  and  Spiritual  .songs  of  God-given 
origin  and  prescription  practically  excluded  from  the 
wor.ship  of  Jehovah  in  many  places,  while  hymns  from 
divers  and  even  doubtful  sources  are  used  in  their  place  ? 
Thus  our  view  of  the  law  of  worship  is  further  vindi- 

cated by.  the  result  that  logically  and  inevitably  flows 
from  a  departure  therefrom,  viz.,  that  whenever  the 
Divine  and  the  human  are  placed  upon  the  same  level, 
the  human  will  be  preferred  and  exalted  to  the  dispar- 

agement or  utter  disregard  of  the  Divine. 
(3  )  Another  consequence  to  be  deplored  which  has 

in  no  small  degree  resulted  from  a  disregard  aiid  neglect 
of  the  great  principle  in  question,  is  the  divided  state  of 
the  Christian  Church.  There  are  Universalists  and 
Papists,  Unitarians  and  Armenians,  Baptists  and  Episco 
palians,  Lutherans  and  Calvinists,  Mormons  and  Mora- 

vians, Adveutists  and  Swedenborgians — and  others,  each 
claiming  to  be  the  Church  of  Christ. 

And  if  you  could  listen  to  the  .songs  of  praise  which 
to-day  are  offered  to  God  as  acceptable  worship,  it  would 
be  the  confusion  of  Babel.  You  would  hear  almost 
everything  offered  to  God  as  a  pleasing  service,  from 
"blank  Arminianism  to  cold,  heartless  Deism."  And  can 
the}'  all  be  equally  right  and  equally  acceptable  to  God  ? 
They  all  claim  that  the  Church  has  a  right  to  direct  her 
worship,  but  liere  we  find  a  hundred  different  sects  each 
claiming  to  be  the  true  Church  and  nearest  right.  Has 
Jehovah  given  laws  and  regulations  so  multiform  and 
antagonistic  ? 
We  forget  that  truth  is  a  "glorious  organism,  from 

which  nothing  can  be  abstracted  and  to  which  nothing 
heterogeneous  can  be  added,  without  detriment  to  the 

beauty  and  power  of  the  whole;"  we  forget  that  the 
Church  as  organized  by  Jesus  Christ  has  "one  Dord,  one 
Faith,  one  Baptism,"  that  Christ  has  given  but  one  sys- 

tem o&  government  ;  but  one  code  of  laws  ;  but  one  form 
of  acceptable  worship,  and  that  those  only  are  nearest 
right  who  are  nearest  the  pattern  shown  us  in  the  Mount. 
It  is  not  only  unreasonable,  but  the  climax  of  absurdity, 
to  suppose  that  Christ  would  have  given  laws  to  his 
Church  so  vastly  different  and  justly  antagonistic,  laws 
that  have  kindled  in  his  temple  a  flame  that  consumes 

the  bonds  of  peace  and  love,  laws  that  provoke  the  "rage 
of  theologians"  and  mar  the  beaut}' and  .symmetr}'  of  his 
body,  laws'that  invade  the  sacred  precincts  of  domestic life  and  set  the  father  against  the  .son,  the  daughter 
against  the  mother,  and  the  husband  again.st  the  wife. 

No,  no,  such  a  thought  is  revolting.  God  has  given 
no  such  laws  to  his  Church  ;  and  had  the  Christian 
Church  alwaj'S  adhered  to  the  Divine  command;  had  no 
human  hand  ever  meddled  nor  human  wisdom  interfered; 

had  no  innovations  of  man's  contrivance  been  smuggled 
into  the  Church  under  the  specious  plea  of  liberty,  gos- 

pel liberty,  the  worship  of  the  Church  to-day  would  have 
been  as  harmonious  and  heavenly  as  that  of  pure  and 

sinless  spirits  around  the  throne.  These  principles  con- 
stitute the  only  permanent  basis  of  union  among  all 

denominations — the  only  ground  where  warring  parties 
may  meet  in  concord,  ungird  their  armor,  forget  their 
animo.sities  and  with  one  voice  and  one  heart  unite  in  the 
worship  of  the,  great  Jehovah. 

Candor  compels  us  to  admit  that  there  is  a  tendency 
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towards  relaxation  in  our  adherence  to  the  great  princi- 
ple that  whatsoever  is  not  commanded  in  the  Word  of 

God  is  forbidden.  Some  manifest  a  disposition  to  dis- 
parage the  precise  forms  enjoined  by  God.  or,  while 

applying  the  principle  in  the  department  of  doctrine, 
they  slight  it  in  the  department  of  government  and 
worship. 
:  But  so  intimate  is  the  connection  between  the  doctrine, 

.government  and  worship  of  the  Church,  that  whatsoever 
affects  the  integrity  and  purity  of  any  one  of  them,  will 
produce  a  corresponding  modification  of  the  others.  And 
the  history  of  the  Church  has  proved  that  the  abandon- 

ment of  the  principle  of  adherence  to  the  Divine  com- 
mand in  one  sphere  is  sure  to  produce  its  relinquishment 

in  others.  We  are  aware  that  indifference  to  the  pre- 
Sipription  of  Jehovah  is  regarded  by  many  as  a  mark  of 
exemption  from  besotting  prejudice,  and  as  evincing  a 
..wider  liberality  of  mind  and  broader  Christian  charity. 
But  let  us  not  be  deceived.  If  we  believe  that  our  doc- 

trinal, beliefs,  forms  of  governnipnt  and  mode  and  matter 
of  worship  are  agreeable  to  and  founded  upon  the  Word 
of  God,  let  us  stand  by  them  like  men  and  obey  them  t6 
the  letter. 

:  ,  We  have  received  from  our  fathers  a  scriptural  organi- 
zation whose  shining  distinction  is  its  steadfast  adherence 

,,to  the  revealed  will  of  God  as  the  exclusive  standard  of 

Faith  and  Duty,  apart  from  which  there  is  nothing  valu- 
able in  religious  belief  or  lawful  in  religious  practice. 

The  battles  of  Presbyterianism  in  its  purest  form  have 
been  fought  and  won  under  the  banner  on  which  was 

written,  "Hold  fast  the  form  of  sound  words;  contend 
earnestly  for  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints." 
Some  of  her  sons  have  been  content  to  suffer  reproach 
on  account  of  the  tenacity  with  which  they  have  clung 
to  the  "thus  it  is  written."  And  when  we  hear  the  cries 
of  those  who  claim  to  be  in  the  ranks  of  advancing 
thought,  to  relax  the  hands  of  our  authority;  or  of  those 
who,  in  the  name  of  modern  liberalism,  have  presumed 
to  remodel  the  sanctuary  of  God,  let  us  not  forget  that 
these  truths  have  stood  the  test  of  ages — yea,  have  sur- 

vived the  assaults  of  men  who  were  giants  taller  and 
mightier  than  any  one  we  have  now  to  meet. 

L,e-t  us  not  forget  the  baptismal  fires  of  martyrdom 
through  which  these  grand  old  truths  have  passed,  and 
passed  unscathed,  because  there  was  with  them  one  like 
unto  the  Son  of  God.  Let  us  not  forget  the  heroic  strug- 

gles which  our  fathers  endured  when  witnessing  for  the 
truth  which  the  Holy  Ghost  had  impressed  upon  their 
saintly  lives.  To-day  the  testimony  of  these  witnesses 

is  sounding  in  our  ears;  yea,  a  voice  speaks  to  *  us  in •  trujnpet  tones  from  valleys  whitened  with  the  bones  of 
saints  from  the  tombs  of  martyrs  and  hillocks  red  with 
blood;  a  voice  that  reminds  us  of  our  lineage,  that  re- 

bukes our  cowardice  and  bids  us  repeat  the  same  witness. 

;  PART  II. 

We  have  devoted  Part  I  of  this  discussion  to  a  defense 

and  illustration  of  the  fundamental  principle,  "That  a 
divine  warrant  is  necessary  for  every  element  of  doctrine, 

"government  and  worship  in  the  church;  that  is,  whatso- ever in  these  spheres  is  not  commanded  in  the  Scriptures, 
either  expressly  or  by  good  and  necessary  consequence 
from  their  statements,  is  forbidden." 

This  principle  is  the  acropolis  of  the  church's  liberties, 
'  the  palladium  of  her  purity.  It  operates  positively  to 
the  inclusion  of  everything  in  the  doctrine,  government 
and  worship  of  the  church  which  is  commanded,  ex- 

plicitly or  implicitly,  in  the  Scriptures,  and  negatively 
to  the  exclusion  of  everything  which  is  not  so  com- 
manded. 

The  proposition  we  propose  to  establish  now  is  this, 

and  this  only,  "That  the  Psalms,  hymns  and  spiritual 
songs  contained  in  the  Book  of  Psalms  have  been  ap- 

pointed, instituted,  prescribed  and  commanded  by  God 
to  constitute  the  matter  of  praise  in  the  worship  gi.  his 

church,   both  public  and  private  to  the  end  of  the 

world." 

If  any  others  are  offered  or  employed,  whether  inspired 
or  uninspired,  it  rests  upon  those  who  offer  or  employ 
them  to  show  the  same  or  equal  authority  for  their  use, 
else  they  are  excluded. 

"Thfe  law  is,  not  that  we  are  at  liberty  to  act  when  God 
has  not  spoken,  but  just  the  contrary;  we  have  no  right 
to  act  when  he  is  silent.  It  will  not  answer  to  say  in 
justification  of  some  element  of  worship  that  God  has  not 

expressly  prohibited  it;  we  must  produce  a  divine  war- 
rant for  it.  The  absence  of  such  a  warrant  is  an  inter- 

diction." 
"We  can  not  without  guilt  transcend  divine  appoint-- 

ments.  No  discretion  is  allowed  the  church  to  introduce 
into  her  worship  what  God  himself  has  not  instituted 

and  appointed.  He  has  not  constituted  her  his  vicere- • 
gent  or  his  confidential  agent.  She  is  intrusted  with  no 

powers  plenipotentiary.  She  acts  under  instructions,  and  • 
is  required  to  adhere  to  the  text  of  her  commission." 

Now,  if  it  can  be  established  that  the  .songs  contained', 
in  the  book  of  Psalms,  and  they  only,  have  been  given  . 
and  appointed  by  God  to  be  used  in  his  worship  in  the 
ordinance  of  praise,  the  conclusion  must  follow  that 
these  songs,  and  they  only,  are  to  be  used  in  the  formal: 
worship  of  God  and  in  the  ordinance  of  praise. 

We  beg  the  reader  to  keep  this  proposition  clearly  in; 
mind  as  we  proceed,  separate  and  distinct  from  all  irrele^-: 
vant  questions  and  side  issues. 

Note — (i)  That  it  is  not  a  discussion  of  the  respec- 
tive merits  of  inspired  and  uninspired  compositions. 

(2)  That  it  is  not  a  question  of  what  the  practice  of 
the  church  has  been,  unless  we  go  as  far  back  as  Apos- 

tolic times,  and  ascertain  the  apostolic  sanction. 
(3)  It  is  not  a  question  respecting  different  versions 

of  the  book  of  Psalms,  or  their  comparative  excellejices 
or  defects.  The  position  of  the  Associate  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church  is  that  these  songs  are  to  be  sung 
in  a  version,  whether  it  be  measured  or  unmeasured 
lines,  which  is  as  true  and  accurate  a  rendering  of  the 
words  and  sentiments  of  the  inspired  Psalmist  as  can  be 
obtained. 

Concerning  the  version  now  in  use,  viz  :  the  "Revised 
Version  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  of  North 
America,"  it  may  be  remarked  that  competent  judges 
have  pronounced  it  even  less  liable  to  the  charge  of  inac- 
cury  in  its  fidelity  to  the  original  Hebrew,  than  our  gen- 

erally faultless  English  Bible.  When  it  differs  from  the 
prose  it  has  been  found  most  frequently  the  more 
accurate. 

But  it  is  not  a  question  concerning  versions.  Just  as 
it  is  in  regard  to  the  Bible  itself — let  the  inspiration  and 
divine  authority  of  its  various  books  be  established  and 

admitted,  and  the  question  of  translations — their  com- 
parative merits — will  settle  itself. 

(4)  Nor  is  it  a  question  of  the  singing  of  songs  of 

human  composure  for  one's  own  f^omfort,  or  for  purposes 
of  entertainment,  instruction  and  recreation,  but  it  is  a 
question  of  what  shall  be  used  in  the  formal  worship  of 
God  in  the  ordinance  of  praise. 

There  is  a  wide  difference  between  the  singing  of  songs 
for  recreation,  or  even  an  expression  of  our  own  emotions 
whether  sad  or  joyful,  and  the  employment  of  songs  in 
the  solemn,  devout  and  prescribed  worship  of  God. ' 

We  must  not  confound  the  reading  or  singing  of  patri- 
otic songs  on  public  occasions,  or  songs  sung  in  private 

circles  for  musical  recreation  or  practice,  or  at  social 

gatherings,  operas,  political,  musical  and  other  conven- tions, and  the  formal  celebration  in  acts  of  worship  of 
God's  high  praise. 

Singing  may  be  engaged  in  for  various  purposes  ;  for 
the  enjoyment  of  the  performers,  or  the  pleasure  of  the 
hearers ;  in  such  a  case  the  hearers,  or  singers,  may 
choose  the  songs  they  think  will  please  most.  Singing 

may  be  simply  to  instruct  or  ̂ to  awaken  '^the  soul  to 
action,    A  poetical  (juotation  or  part  of  a  sermon  may 
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be  sung-  as  well  as  spoken.  Then  such  songs  as  are 
judged  best  by  men  may  be  employed,  for  we  are  singing 
or  speaking  to  men,  and  not  to  God.  But  when  we 
come  to  praise  God,  in  the  instituted  ordinances  of  his 
worship,  we  contend  that  only  the  songs  which  he  has 
prepared,  and  given  his  people  should  be  used. 

If  you  go  to  a  neighbor's  table,  he  may  set  before  you 
me;at,  potatoes,  cake  and  coffee,  but  when  you  go  to  the 

Lord's  Table  you  have  no  right  to  expect  anything  but 
the  bread  and  wine,  which  he  has  appointed.  There  are 
many  songs  of  human  composure  which  may  be  sung 
with  profit,  in  various  senses  to  the  singer  ;  but  where 

the. purpose  is  to  render  praise  to  him  who  is  "infinite, 
eternal  and  unchangeable  in  his  being,  wisdom,  power, 

holiness,  justice,  .goodness  and  truth,"  to  him  who  him- 
self has  taught  us  that  he  is  "greatly  to  be  feared  in  the 

assembly  of  his  saints,  and  to  be  had  in  reverence  of  all 

that  are  round  about  him,"  then  the  praise  which  is 
comely  is  that  which  he  himself  has  taught  us. 

The  question,  as  thus  defined  and  separated  from  all 
side,  issues  with  which  it  is  frequently  confounded,  is 
simply  this  :  What  is  the  will  of  God  ?  What  saith  the 
Word  ?    What  has  God  appointed  or  authorized  ? 

It  is  assumed  in  this  argument  that  praise  is  an  ordi- 
nance of  divirte  worship,  and  that  this  duty  is  to  be 

performed  by  the  singing  of  Psalms  and  Hymns  and 
Spiritual  Songs.  It  is  also  admitted  and  recognized  as  a 
necessity  by  all  churches,  that  a  form  must  be  prepared 
beforehand,  in  which  all  can  join.  However  they  ma)^ 
differ  in  regard  to  a  Book  of  Prayer,  yet  all  are  agreed 
in  regard  to  the  neces.sity  df  a  Book  qf  Praise  or  Song 
Book.  The  only  question  to  be  settled  is,  how  .shall  that 
book  be  furnished  ?  Has  God  provided  or  furni.shed  such 
a  book,  or  has  he  left  each  church  or  each  age  of  the 
church  to  furnish  one  for  itself  ?  We  affirm  that  God 
has  provided  and  given  the  Book  of  Psalms  to  be  used  by 
his  church  in  all  ages  to  the  end  of  time. 

I.  From  the  reasonableness  of  the  expectation  or  the 
strong  presumption  that  God  would  give  such  a  manual 
of  praise  to  his  church. 

To  understand  this  proposition  clearly,  let  us  ask  what 
it  is  to  praise  God  ? 

Let  it  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  main  object  of  praise 
is  to  declare  and  magnify  the  excellencies  of  the  divine 
character,  as  well  as  to  give  ekpression  to  every  variety 
of  devotional  feeling  which  the  contemplation  of  these 
perfections  is  designed  to  quicken  and  call  forth.  Such 
a  .task  requires  a  perfection  of  knowledge  of  God  and 
humanity  which  is  beyond  the  natural  capacity  of  the 
highest  angel,  much  more  of  such  ignorant,  fallible  men 

as  the  be.st  of  God's  .saints  are,  even  when  enlightened 
by  the  word  and  ordinary  influence  of  the  Spirit  of  God, 
as  much  beyond  their  ability  as  the  writing  of  one  of 

the  epistles  or  other  books  of  the  Bible  would  be.  "What 
Irian  knoweth  the  things  of  a  man  save  the  .spirit  of  man 
which  is  in  him  ?  .  Even  so  the  things  of  God  knoweth 

no  man  but  the  Spirit  of  God" — because  the  Spirit,  and 
he  only,  "searcheth  all  things,  even  the  deep  things  of 

God." 
"To  praise  God  is  to  exalt  him  in  words  of  song  ;  to 

magnify  him,  to  glorify  his  perfections  and  the  infinite 
excellence  of  his  words  and  works.  What  man  can  do 

this?  Who  is  sufficient  for  these  things?  "No  man 
hath  seen  God  at  any  time  ;  the_only  begotten  Son  who 
is  in  the  bosom  of  the  Father,  he  hath  declared  him." 
Who  can  tell  us  what  God  is?  Who  can  describe  his 
glorious  majesty  ?  Who  can  teach  us  how  to  praise  him 
and  frame  words  fit  to  riiagnify  his  name?  Who  but  God, 

him.self  ?  "God  is  a  Spirit,"  his  own  Son  has  told  us. 
What  of  Spirit  life  and  Spirit  nature  can  these  dull  senses 
of  ours  describe  or  comprehend,  that  we  should  think 
Ourselves  sufficient  to  write  the  praise  songs  that  are  due 
to  hi  m  ? 

What  man  lives  now,  or  has  ever  lived  with  native 
power  sufficient  fully  to  comprehend  and  rightly  to  mag- 

nify SO  great  a  God  as  our  God  ?   Ouly  one  wh9^  knows 

God,  who  understands  him,  who  compprehends  him  in 
all  his  infinite  perfections,  has  any  reason  to  think  that 
he  is  sufficient  to  assume  the  task  of  writing  hymns  of 
praise.  Such  attainment  is  necessary  if  the  attertpt  b6 
made  without  a  call  to  this  office  and  without  the  aid  of 

inspiration. 
In  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  understanding  what 

prai.se  is,  and  to  whom  it  is  to  be  rendered,  the  thought- 
ful mind  will  find  good  reason  to  expect  a  manual  o( 

praise  ready  prepared  and  put  into  his  people's  hands  by 
the  Lord  him.self. 

II.  This  reasonable  expectation  has  been  entirely 
realized  in  the  fact  that  we  have  a  Book  of  Praise,  writ- 

ten, named  and  appointed  by  the  Holy  Spirit  to  be  used 

in  the  church's  service  of  .song.  Why  were  the  Psalms 
collected  into  a  book  by  themselves  i* 

They  were  written  ])y  various  authors  and  at  different 
times  ;  some  of  them  are  to  be  found  in  other  portions  of 
the  Old  Testament  :  but  they  have  all  been  arranged  in 
one  book,  and  that  l)ook  is  called  the  Book  of  Psalms,  or 
Divine  praises.  Here  we  find  .selection  and  arrangement. 
There  must  have  been  some  purpose  in  this.  What  was 
that  pnrpo.se  ?  What  could  it  have  been,  except  that 
these  Psalms  were  adapted  to  the  worship  of  the  church, 
and  that  they  were  designed  and  collected  to  be  used  in 
the  worship  of  the  church  ? 

Moreover,  it  is  a  fact,  which  deserves  particular  notice, 
that  some  of  the  .songs,  contained  in  the  Book  of  Psalms, 
are  likewise  found  in  other  parts  of  the  Bible.  The 
eighteenth  P.salm  is  found  in  the  Second  Book  of  Samuel, 
and  the  ninety-sixth,  and  the  parts  of  some  other  Psalms, 
are  found  in  the  Second  Book  of  Chronicles.  Other 
songs,  such  as  the  .song  of  Mo.ses  at  the  Red  Sea,  the 
song  of  Deborah  and  Barak  and  others,  found  in  different 
parts  of  the  Bible,  are  not  transferred  to  the  Book  of 
Psalms.  And  the  question  naturally  ari.ses,  Why  is  this 
distinction  made  ?  Why  are  some  of  these  .songs,  which 
are  found  in  other  parts  of  the  Bible,  introduced  likewise 
into  the  Book  of  P.^alms,  while  others  have  no  place  in 
that  collection  ?  The  answer  is,  that  the  book  of  Psalms 
being  designed  for  permanent  use  in  the  worship  of  God, 
these  songs  have  a  place  in  this  book,  which,  in  the  esti- 

mation of  Infinite  Wisdom,  were  best  adapted  to  the 
edification  of  the  church  in  all  ages. 

Lesson  for  Young  People's  Societies, 

JOHN  R.  ROSEBRO. 
(  For  Week  Beginning  March  25th.)  .  ; 

SUBJFXT  :  The  Glory  of  Obedience.    Matt.  xxi:28-32. 
The  lesson  the  parable  of  the  two  sons  who  were 

told  by  their  father  to  go  and  work  in  his  vineyard. 
To  understand  the  occasion  for  the  application  that 

Jesus  made  of  the  parable,  we  must  read  the  preceding^ 
verses  23  to  27.  And  to  see  how  forcibly  the  applica- 

tion is  driven  home,  we  must  read  the  parable  of  the 
Faithless  Husbandman  that  follows. 
The  chief  priests,  leaders  in  the  hierarchy,  the 

scribes;  expounders  of  the  law,  and  the  elders,  heads 
of  the  principal  families  of  Israel,  came  to  the  new 
teacher  with  a  question.  Jesus  had  publicly  assumed 
the  functions  of  rabbi  and  prophet  and  taught  with  an 
authority  that  many  of  the  people  had  readily  ac- 

knowledged. His  ride  into  Jerusalem  at  the  head  of  a 
procession  of  his  followers,  and  his  authoritative  purg- 

ing of  the  temple  had  indicated  to  these  leaders  the 
position  the  new  teacher  had  taken.  So  they  came  to 
question  his  authority. 

This  is  the  background  of  the  parable,  and  the  les- 
sons of  the  parable  are  found  in  the  application  that  is 

made  on  this  occasion.  These  men  represent  a  class 
and  Christ  was  dealing  with  those  who  refused  to 
acknowledge  him. 

I.  These  men  could  not  have  been  wrong  in  seek- 
ing honestly  to  know  the  authority  of  Christ.  They 
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It  is  now  reported  that  Dr.  McGiffert's  friends  whom 
we  recently  characterized  as  "unfriendly  to  Presby- 

terianism"  and  who  belong  now  to  other  denomina- 
tions are  urging  him  to  remain  in  the  Presbyterian 

Church  and  fight  for  "liberty."  The  fable  of  the  fox 
whose  tail  was  cut  off  by  a  trap  is  respectfully  referred 

to  Professor  McGiffert's  attention.  We  can  sometimes 
learn  something  even  from  ̂ sop  and  the  fables  of  the 
New  Testament. 

The  Independent  quotes  a  presiding  elder  of  the 
African  Methodist  Church  with  disapproval.  He  spoke 

of  "Lord  Bishop  Henry  M.  Turner,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  D. 
C.  L,,  the  Martin  Luther  of  the  Twentieth  Century,  the 
primate  of  his  church,  greatest  hero  of  his  age,  the 
acknowledged  leader  of  his  race,  the  most  famous 

silver-tongued  orator  of  this  mighty  nation."  The  In- 
dependent thinks  this  is  "toadying."  When  the  pre- 

siding elder  informed  the  world  that  Bishop  Turner 

was  "prostrated  or  prehensied  by  some  post-meridiem 

disease"  it  was  the  Independent  that  was  prostrated. 
And  when  the  presiding  elder  described  his  sensations 

on  hearing  the  news  of  the  Bishop's  paralytic  stroke, 
thus:  "Whimsical  feelings  quelled  my  frame,  my  puis- 

sance strength  failed,"  the  Independent  actually  ac- 
cuses him  of  "pretentious  ignorance."  But  the  Inde- 

pendent does  not  fall  into  the  error  of  supposing  that 
this  ignorance  was  due  to  the  system  of  education  that 
it  has  commended  for  the  Negro  race.  It  comes  to  the 

wholly  natural  conclusion  that  it  was  all  due  to 

"slavery." 

The  Religious  Census  of  Philadelphia,  which  was 
taken  by  the  united  efforts  of  all  the  churches,  is  an 

interesting  study.  We  have  not  seen  the  complete  re- 
turns but  the  following  figures  are  for  two-thirds  of  the 

city.  They  are  for  families,  not  individuals,  and  should 
be  multiplied  by  four  in  order  to  ascertain  the  number 
of  individual  adherents.  The  Roman  Catholics  come 

first  with  67,000,  then  the  Methodists  with  38,000  and 

the  Presbyterions  next  with  33,000.  The  Episco- 
palians and  the  Baptists  number  25,000  each,  and  the 

Lutheran  17,000.  The  Congregational  Church  has 
only  1,000  families  and  the  Unitarian  342.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  Protestants  outnumber  the  Catholics, 

counting  the  main  denominations  only,  two  to  one,  or 

140,000  to  67,000.  It  is  worthy  of  note  also  that  out 
of  the  million  names  taken  there  were  just  22  who 
avowed  themselves  atheists  or  agnostics.  That  does 

not  appear  to  be  a  very  formidable  body,  especially  as 
the  Bible  dubs  the  first  fools  and  common-sense  will 

insist  in  perverting  the  Greek  agnostic  into  the  Latin 

ignoramus  and  refuses  to  make  the  proper  discrimi- 
nation. 

The  Protestant  Episcopal  hand-book,  recently  is- 
sued, shows  that  there  are  now  706,000  members  of  this 

communion,  though  the  figures  are  to  some  extent 
vitiated  by  the  statement  that  there  is  no  rule  for 

reporting  the  actual  number  of  communicants.  All 
are  counted  who  have  been  once  confirmed,  whether 

they  now  attend  the  communion  or  not.  The  communi- 
cants received  from  other  churches  is  more  than  twice 

the  increase  from  what  we  would  call  those  admitted 

on  profession  of  faith.  In  some  places  it  is  three  times 
as  great  as  in  New  York  City.  But  in  Massachusetts, 
where  Presbyterianism  hardly  exists  at  all,  there  were 

1,995  received  on  certificate  to  196  on  profession,  to 
use  Presbyterian  phraseology,  for  simplicity,  though  of 
course  none  are  received  on  certificate  and  all  are  con- 

firmed. The  denomination  has  gained  in  the  extreme 

East,  notably  in  New  York,  though  there  its  gain  is 
less  than  that  of  Presbyterianism,  and  has  lost  heavily 
in  the  dioceses  of  Washington  City,  South  Carolina, 
Dallas,  Texas,  and  Kentucky.  Admitting  that  the 

E^piscopal  Church  gains  most  of  its  members  from 
other  churches,  we  would  like  to  ask  if  it  is  because  it 

presents  a  purer  and  higher  form  of  Christianity  to 
those  who  are  already  Christians  ?  And  if  not,  if  the 

gain  is  not  something  to  be  ashamed  of  We  shall 

always  remember  the  Virginia  Episcopalian  who  pro- 

tested against  receiving  the  "refuse"  of  the  Presbyte- rian Church. 
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Contributed. 

(For  the  Presbyterian  Standard. ) 

Why  the  Associate  Reformed   Presbyterian  Church 

Adheres   to  the   Exclusive  Use  of  the  [n= 

jpired  Psalter  in  the  Worship  of  Qod. 

BY  REV.  JOHN  T.  CHALMERS,  D.  D. 

III.  The  titles  which  the  Holy  Spirit  has  employed 
to  designate  these  divine  hymns  indicate  the  particular 
use  for  which  they  were  intended. 

(a)  They  have  been  entitled  by  the  Holy  Spirit  the 

"Book  of  Psalms,"  or  Book  of  Praises.  By  this  title 
they  are  referred  to  repeatedly  in  the  New  Testament. 
For  example,  our  Lord,  when  speaking  with  reference  to 

this  portion  of  divine  revelation,  says:  "David  himself 
saith  in  the  Book  of  Psalms."  ( lyuke  20:42).  And  in 
accordance  with  this  is  the  language  of  the  Apostle 
Peter:  "It  is  written  in  the  Book  of  P,salnis."  (Acts 
1:20). 

The  word  "psalm"  is  of  Greek  derivation,  and  comes 
from  a  word  which  signifies  to  sing.  P.salms,  then,  are 
songs  which  are  to  be  sung.  A^d  by  giving  to  this  col- 

lection of  sacred  sougs  the  title  of  "Book  of  Psalms,"  the 
Holy  Spirit  recognized  them  as  songs  of  praise  to  be  sung 
in  the  worship  of  God. 

(b)  The  same  purpose  is  indicated  by  the  title  of  many 
of  the  Psalms,  in  which  they  are  in.scribed  to  the  chief 
musician;  that  is,  to  the  man  that  was  appointed  to  be 
the  leader  of  divine  songs  in  the  temple,  in  the  public 
worship  of  Israel. 

(c)  They  are  called  the  "Songs  of  the  Lord,  (i 
Chron.  xxv:  7);  which,  like  the  expres^ons,  "Table  of 
the  Lord,"  "Supper  of  the  Lord,"  "Day  of  the  Lord," 
implies  Divine  authority  and  appointment. 

(d)  They  are  called  the  "Songs  of  Zion"  fPs. 
cxxxvi:3),  which  implies  that  they  were  designated  for 
the  use  of  the  church. 
IV.  The  matter  and  structure  of  these  divine  songs  are 

peculiar,  and  indicate  the  particular  end  for  which  they 
were  intended.  They  are  full  of  praises  to  God  for  what 
he  is  himself,  and  for  his  wonderful  works  in  creation, 
providence  and  redemption.  They  are  written  in  the 
peculiar  style  of  Hebrew  poetry,  so  that  they  could  be 
sung  or  chanted. 

As  the  peculiar  character  of  the  contents  of  any  com- 
position manifests  the  end  for  which  it  was  intended,  so 

from  the  matter  of  the  Book  of  Psalms,  we  learn  that  its 

peculiar  design  is  the  celebration  of  God's  praise,  and 
that  it  was  given  to  the  church  to  be  employed  pecu- 

liarly for  that  purpose.  Says  Dr.  Jonathan  Edwards, 

"God  in.spired  David  to  show  forth  Christ  and  his  re- 
demption in  divine  songs,  which  should  be  for  the  use  of 

the  church  in  public  worship,  throughout  all  ages.  The 
main  subjects  of  these  sweet  songs  were  the  glorious 
things  of  the  Gospel;  for  whereas  before,  for  many  ages, 
there  was  but  here  and  there  a  prophecy  of  Christ  in 
many  ages,  but  here  he  is  spoken  of  by  David,  his  an- 

cestor, abundantly,  in  multitudes  of  songs,  speaking  of 
his  incarnation,  life,  death,  resurrection,  ascension  into 
heaven,  his  satisfaction  and  intercession,  his  prophetical, 
kingly  and  priestly  office,  and  his  glorious  benefits  in  this 
life,  and  that  which  is  to  come.  All  these  things  and 
many  more  concerning  Christ  and  his  redemption,  are 
abundantly  spoken  of  in  the  Book  of  Psalms.  This  was 
a  glorious  advancement  in  the  affairs  of  redemption,  as 
God  hereby  gave  his  church  a  book  of  Divine  songs  for 
tlieir  use  in  that  part  of  their  public  worship,  namely, 
singing  his  praises  throughout  all  ages  to  the  end  of  the 
world.  It  is  manifest  the  Book  of  Psalms  was  given  of 

Qod  for  this  end." 
V.  The  completeness,  fulness  and  sufficiency  of  the 

Bible  Psalter  as  a  manual  of  praise  gives  to  it  a  su- 
premacy and  permanency  such  as  can  be  predicted  only 

of  that  Word  of  God  which  liveth  and  abideth  forever. 
Containing  an  absolute  purity  of  doctrine  and  freedom 

from  words  which  engender  division  and  foster  sectarian 
strife  because  edited  by  God  and  therefore  free  from  the 
transient  and  partial  views  of  men;  revealing  so  fully  the 
character  of  God;  describing  so  accurately  the  place  and 
character  of  man;  dealing  so  clearly  with  the  method  of 
.salvation,  and  being  so  full  of  Christ,  his  face  seen  on 
every  page,  his  voice  heard  in  every  tone  and  the  pulsing 

of  his  heart  felt  in  every  .strain;  showing  God's  relation 
to  his  Universe  and  furnishing  man,  as  nature's  priest, 
with  the  incense  of  praise  with  which  to  bless  God  for 
his  creating  and  sustaining  power,  abounding  in  .songs 
that  tell  of  universal  dominion  for  the  Gospel  and  an- 

thems that  shall  .serve  as  battle  cries  and  shouts  of  vic- 

tory for  the  church  militant;  Zion's  songs,  like  the  nioun- 
'  tains  which  first  rang  with  their  majestic  strains,  stand unmoved,  and  shall  endure  until  the  heavens  be  no 
more. 

Volumes  might  be  filled  with  the  testimony  drawn 
from  every  age,  and  from  almost  every  conceivable 
source,  showing  the  perfection  of  the  Psalter  as  a  com- 

plete manual  of  praise.  For  three  thousand  years  has 
it  been  tested,  and  never  has  it  failed.  These  Spirit- 
indicted  .songs  have  .sounded  the  depths  of  human  sorrow, 
.scaled  the  heights  of  human  joy,  run  the  gamut  of  hu- 

man needs,  and  upborne  the  prayers  and  praises  and  ad- 
orations of  the  saints  of  the  Most  High  in  all  ages  and 

climes.  But  it  is  enough  to  say  that  because  they  are 
inspired  of  God  they  must  be  divinely  complete,  perfectly 
adapted  and  entirely  sufficient  to  fulfill  the  design  of  the 
gracious  Giver.  They  must  be  better — incomparably 
better — than  the  highest  proditcts  of  human  wisdom  or 
.skill,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  the  one  medium  of  Chris- 

tian prai.se. 

VI.  There  are  express  commands- in  God's  Word  to .sing  these  .songs. 

(a)  "And  he  appointed  certain  of  the  Levites  to  min- ister before  the  ark  of  the  Lord  iand  to  record,  and  to 

thank  and  praise  the  Lord  God  of  Israel." 
"Then  on  that  day  David  delivered  first  this  psalm,  to 

thank  the  Lord,  into  the  hands  of  A.saph  and  his 

brethren." "Give  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  call  upon  his  name,  make 
known  his  deeds  among  the  people." 

"Sing  unto  him,  sing  psalms  unto  him,  talk  ye  of  all 
his  wondrous  works."     (i  Chron.  16:  vs.  4,  6-9.) 

The  song  here  referred  to  is  also  the  one  hundred  and 
fifth  numljer  in  the  inspired  Psalter. 

(b)  "Moreover  Hezekiah,  the  king  and  the  princes 
commanded  the  Levites  to  .sing  praise  unto  the  Lord, 
with  the  words  of  David  and  of  Asaph  the  seer.  And 
they  sang  praises  with  gladness,  and  they  bowed  their 
heads  and  worshipped."    (II  Chron.  29:30.) 

(c)  "O  come,  let  us  sing  unto  the  Lord:  let  us  make 
a  joyful  noise  to  the  rock  of  our  salvation." 

"Let  us  come  before  his  presence  with  thanksgiving, 
and  make  a  joyful  noi,se  unto  him  with  psalms."  (Ps.- 
95:1-2.)  ,  , 

But  why  multiply  texts,  when  these  Divine  songs 
abound  with  ascriptions  of  prai.se  to  God,  and,  with 
urgent  calls  addressed  not  only  to  the  chyirch,  in  her  col-: 
lective  capacity,  but  to  all  cla.sses  of  men,  to  engage:  in, 
this  delightful  exercise:  "Praise  the  Lord,  Q  Jerusalem!: 
Praise  thy  God,  O  Zion!"  "Let  everything  that  hath 
breath  praise  the  Lord." But  some,  while  admitting  the  positive  command  to 
.sing  the  Psalms  under  the  former  or  Mosaic  dispensation, 
may. claim  that  there  was  a  limitation  as  to  the  time  of 

their  appointment  to  the  Church's  Psalmody.  But  where, 
is  the  suggestion  of  such  a  limitation?  They  were  not, 
written  for  the  Mosaic  dispensation  alone,  for  but  few  of 
them  were  written  until  that  dispensation  was  400  years 
old.   The  book  was  not  completed  until  it  was  1,000 
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years  old.  Nearly  two-thirds  of  that  age  had  passed  be- 
fore this  system  of  song  had  reached  completion.  Surely 

there  is  in  this  fact  the  suggestion,  that  these  psalms 
were  intended  rather  for  the  Christian  than  for  the  Jew- 

ish Church.  In  spirit  and  in  matter  they  are  imrneasur- 
ably  in  advance  of  the  times  that  produced  them;  aye, 
far  beyond  the  times  which  we  have  reached  in  some  of 
their  revelations.  They,  and  they  alone,  are  emphati- 

cally the  songs  of  all  ages.  No  one  can  find  in  them  the 
mark  of  limitation. 

VII.    The  New   Testament  commands  us   to  sing 
Psalms. 

The  duty  of  praise  is  very  distinctly  recognized  in  the 

JSfew  Testament.  'By  him,'  says  the  Apostle  to  the  He- 
brews, 'let  us  offer  the  sacrifice  of  praise  to  God  contin- 

ually, that  is,  the  fruit  of  our  lips,  giving  thanks  to  his 

name.'  (Heb.  xiii:i5.)  And  again,  'Is  any  merry? 
Let  him  sing  psalms. '    (James  v:i3") 

In  what  sense  is  it  reasonable  to  suppose,  that  the 
primitive  Christians  would  understand  the  Apostolic 

direction,  'Is  any  merry?  Let  him  sing  'psalms.'  To assist  in  determining  what  is  the  proper  answer  to  this 
inquiry,  let  us  propose  another  question.  When  our 

Lord  said  to  his  hearers,  'Search  the  Scriptures.'  in  what 
sense  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  this  direction  would  be  ' understood?  No  one  will  pretend  that  our  Lord  designed 
that  his  hearers  should  understand  him  as  instructing 
them  to  prepare  writings,  the  matter  of  which  was  to  be 
taken  from  the  Bible,  which  they  might  consult  for  their 
improvement,  instead  of  searching  the  Holy  Scriptures 
for  their  edification.  Equally  unreasonable  would  it  be 
to  suppose  that  the  apostolic  directions,  with  regard  to 
singing  psalms,  could  be  understood  by  the  primitive 
Christians,  as  authorizing  them  to  prepare  psalms  to  be 
used  in  the  worship  of  God,  instead  of  those  which  he 
himself  had  provided  in  his  Word.  As  the  command  of 

Christ,  'Search  the  Scriptures,'  supposes  that  there  were 
in  existence  sacred  writings  with  which  those  to  whom 
the  command  was  addressed,  were  acquainted,  so  the 

apostolic  direction,  'sing  psalms'  supposes  that  these 
psalms  were  in  existence,  which  those  to  whom  the 
direction  was  given  were  to  use.  Those  Christians  to 
whom  the  words  of  the  Apostle  James  were  originally 
addressed,  knew  full  well  that  among  the  sacred  writings 

which  God  had  given  to  his  church  there  was  a  'Book  of 
Psalms.'  And  the  exhortation  to  sing  psalms  would 
naturally  be  understood  by  them  as  a  direction  to  make 
use  of  the  psalms  which  the  Spirit  of  infinite  wisdom  had 
already  provided.  And  to  this  may  be  added  this  truth 
that  the  Psalms  are  much  more  suitable  and  appropriate 
now  than  they  were  under  the  Old  Testament;  for  much 
of  the  language  employed  in  them  respecting  Christ  and 
his  kingdom  must  have  conveyed  but  a  dim  and  shadowy 
meaning  to  Old  Testament  saints.  But  in  the  clearer 
light  of  the  New  Testament  these  shadows  disappear  and 
the  rich,  golden  truths  contained  in  these  Psalms  shine 
forth  with  a  beauty  and  splendor  which  delight  the  eye 
and  ravish  the  heart  of  every  enlightened  student  and 
lover  of  God's  Word. 

VIII.  We  have  the  example  of  our  Lord  and  his 
apostles  who  sang  the  songs,  hymns  and  psalms  of  the 
inspired  Psalter. 

In  the  gloomy  precincts  of  a  dungeon,  Paul  and  Silas 
at  the  hour  of  midnight  prayed  and  sang  praises  unto 
God,  and  at  the  close  of  the  last  Passover  and  institution 

of  the  Lord's  Supper,  Christ  and  his  disciples  saug  a 
hymn.    (Matt.  26:30.) 

Were  it  admitted,  or  proved,  that  this  "hymn"  was 
made  for  the  occasion  by  our  Saviour  or  by  one  of  the 
apostles,  what  authority  would  thus  be  furnished  for  the 
making  of  hymns  by  mere  men,  and  these  uninspired! 

Certainly,  none  at  all.  But  this  "hymn,"  it  is  now 
almost  universally  acknowledged,  was  the  "Great 
Hallel,"  consisting  of  a  number  of  consecutive  Psalms, 
and  always  sung  at  the  close  of  the  Paschal 

feast.    Says  Dr.  Clarke:   "As  to  the  hymn  itself,  we 

know  from  the  universal  consent  of  Je-^ish  antiquity, 
that  it  was  composed  of  Psalms  113,  114,  115,  116,  117 

and  108,  termed  by  the  Jews  Hallel,  from  Hallelu — Jah, 
the  first  word  in  Psalm  ii3tli.  These  six  psalms  werQ 

always  sung  at  every  paschal  solemnity." 
Says  Dr.  Broadus:  "It  is  interesting  to  read  these 

Psalms  (113-118)  in  this  connection,  remembering  that 
Jesus  himself  took  part  in  the  singing.  The  term 
"hymn"  must  not  be  here  taken  in  our  common  sense  as 
differing  from  a  Psalm,  nor  is  there  any  radical  distinc- 

tion between  the  two  in  Col.  3:16  and  Eph  5:19." 
Albert  Barnes  says:  "There  can  be  no  doubt  that  our 

Saviour  and  the  apostles  also  used  the  same  Psalms  in 

their  observance  of  the  Passover. ' ' That  the  Saviour  himself  used  the  Psalms  in  worship, 
no  Christian  scholar  will  denj^  Their  being  sung  by  the 

Redeemer's  tongue  confers  a  glor}^  and  wealth  upon  them 
above  anything  human.  If  they,  were  sufficient  for  him 
in  worshipping  his  Father,  they  ought  to  be  sufficient  for 
his  followers  until  he  furnishes  them  something  else. 
IX.  We  have  in  addition  to  all  the  above  two  plain, 

positive,  unmistakable  commands  in  the  New  Testament 
to  .sing  the  psalms,  hymns  and  spiritual  songs  of  the  in- 

spired Psalter. 
"Speaking  to  yourselves  in  psalms,  hymns  and  spir- 

itual songs,  singing  and  making  melody  in  your  heart  to 
the  Lord."    (Eph.  5:19.) 

"Let  the  word  of  Christ  dwell  in  j'ou  richly  in  all 
wisdom,  teaching  and  admonishing  one  another  in  psalms 
and  hymns  and  spiritual  songs,  singing  with  grace  in 

your  hearts  to  the  Lord."    (Coloss.  3:16.) 
We  not  only  affirm,  but  have  the  highest  authorit}^  for 

regarding  it  as  an  admitted  fact,  that  the  songs  here  re- 
ferred to  are  the  psalms  and  hymns  of  the  inspired  Psal- 

ter. But  inasmuch  as  these  passages  are  sometimes 
quoted  in  support  of  songs  of  praise  other  than  the 
Psalms,  we  will  consider  them  more  fully  under  Part  III 
of  this  discussion.  Question  4tli. 
X.  As  a  concluding  argument,  let  it  be  remembered 

that  the  New  Testament  knows  no  book  of  praises  other 
than  the  inspired  Psalter,  there  is  no  intimation  whatever 
that  another  book  of  songs  is  needed  or  would  ever  be 
given  to  the  church.  There  is  neither  a  direction  given 
to  any  man  to  furnish  such  a  book,  nor  a  single  promise 
of  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  assist  any  man  in 

preparing  one.  When  Jesus  "ascended  on  high  and  re- 
ceived gifts  for  men,"  he  bestowed  upon  his  church  all 

the  gifts  necessary  for  her  edification  to  the  end  of  time. 
He  gave  some  evangelists,  some  pastors  and  teacher=;  for 
the  perfecting  of  the  saints,  for  the  edifying  of  the  body 
of  Christ.  Now,  if  it  had  been  necessary  for  the  edifica- 

tion of  his  church,  is  it  not  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
among  other  gifts  he  would  have  conferred  the  Spirit  of 
Psalmody?  But  in  vain  do  we  look  for  the  gift  of  a 
Psalmist  or  the  spirit  <jf  Psalmody.  No  such  office  as 
hymnist  is  named.  The  apostles  and  all  who  believed 
through  their  word  had,  and  still  have,  the  promise  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  to  help  their  infirmities  in  prayer,  and  in 
everything  that  enters  into  Christian  service  save  the 
preparation  of  songs  of  praise.  There  is  a  promise  of  the 

Spirit's  help  in  the  offering  of  praise,  for  Paul  says  "I 
will  sing  with  the  Spirit";  but  there  is  absolutely  no 
promise  of  his  assistance  in  the  composition  of  matter  to 
be  used  in  praise.  Seek  for  such  pledge  from  the  begin- 

ning to  the  end  of  the  New  Testament,  and  you  will  seek 
in  vain.  There  is  no  promise  made  for  the  substitution 
of  another  system  for  that  contained  in  the  Book  of 
Praise. 

If  the  collection  of  psalms,  hymns  and  spiritual  songs, 

which  had  been  the  church's  sufficient  manual  of  praise 
for  many  generations,  had  been  inadequate  to  the  needs 
of  the  saints  in  the  gospel  dispensation,  then  he  who  in- 

spired a  John  and  a  Paul  to  make  a  fuller  and  clearer 
revelation  of  the  doctrines  of  grace  would  also  have 
touched  the  lips  and  tuned  the  harps  of  otlier  Davids  and 
Asaphs.    The  absence  pf  suet  provision  may  be  accepted 
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as  proof  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  existing  book  of  songs 
to  meet  and  satisfy  every  possible  want  in  this  important 

part  of  God's  worship. The  conclusion  is  inevitable.  This  Book  of  Praise  is 

the  only  one  that  bears  the  sign  manual  of  the  church's 
lyord.  It  is  the  only  one  that  can  point  to  the  sanction 
of  God  as  the  basis  of  its  claim  upon  the  Church  of 

Christ,  and  thereby  it  is  the  Associate  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Church  declares  that  "It  is  the  will  of  God  that 

the  psalms,  hymns  and  spiritual  songs  contained  in  the 
Book  of  Psalms  be  sung  in  his  worship,  both  public  and 
private,  nor  shall  any  other  songs  be  used  in  worship  by 
members  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church." 

[concluded  next  week.] 

(For  the  Presbyterian  Standard.) 

Qovernor  Tryon  and  Queen's  College. 

Prof.  Thompson,  in  his  essay  on  "Some  Lo^  Col- 
leges of  Western  North  Carolina,"  speaking  of  the 

failure  to  secure  a  charter  for  "Queen's  Museum"  at 
Charlotte,  says:  "No  Presbyterian  school-master,  par- 

ticularly in  a  colony  where  Presbyterians  were  so 
prominent  in  resistance,  could  be  granted  privileges  by 
such  a  Governor  as  Tryon  or  such  a  King  as  George 

III." From  this  extract  it  is  to  be  inferred  that  Prof. 
Thompson  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  Presbyterians  were 

•'prominent  in  resistance"  to  the  colonial  government 
at  the  time  spoken  of,  and  that  Governor  Tryon  was 
not  inclined  to  grant  to  them  any  privileges. 

The  fact  that  the  State  of  North  Carolina  has  pub- 
lished, for  somewhat  general  distribution,  the  Records 

of  the  Colony,  enables  those  who  chose  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  original  documents  to  form  an  opinion  of 

their  own  as  to  the  occurrences  of  those  times,  and  not 

depend  upon  the  conclusions  of  historians  who  wrote 
without  the  facilities  of  ascertaining  the  truth  that  we 
now  have. 

It  is  well,  of  course,  always,  where  it  is  possible,  to 
have  the  exact  truth  even  about  matters  of  mere  senti- 

mental interest. 

In  regard  to  Tryon  and  the  Presbyterians  of  that 
day  and  of  this  country,  the  Records  show  that  there 
existed  between  the  Governor  and  this  people  most 
cordial  relations  of  amity  from  the  time  of  his  first  visit 
till  he  left  the  Colony  in  the  summer  of  1771. 

The  cordiality  between  him  and  the  Presbyterians 
in  the  troublous  year  of  1768  is  clearly  shown  by  the 
fact  that  the  Presbyterian  pastors  whose  names  are 
household  words  in  North  Carolina,  McAden,  Cres- 
well,  Patilloand  Caldwell,  on  August  23d,  1768,  joined 
in  an  address  to  His  Excellency,  declaring  the  loyalty 
of  their  people  to  him  and  to  the  government,  and 
their  stern  opposition  to  the  disorderly  conduct  with 
which  he  was  then  contending.  Those  who  wish  to 
know  and  to  understand  the  relation  of  the  Presbyte- 

rians to  the  troubles  of  the  Colony  in  1768,  had  best 
read  that  address  and  the  accompanying  pastoral  let- 

ter, which  will  be  found  in  Vol.  VII  of  the  "Colonial 
Records,"  at  page  813. 

Instead  of  being  opposed  to  the  charter  of  the 

"Queen's  College"  at  Charlotte  (not  "Queen's  Museum" 
as  the  proposed  school  is  sometimes  called)  Gov. Tryon 
distinctly  approved  the  granting  of  that  charter,  and  in 
transmitting  this  Act,  together  with  three  others,  to 
the  Home  Government,  for  the  approval  of  His 

Majesty,  said  :  "It  is  but  the  outline  of  a  foundation 
for  the  education  of  youth,  and  the  necessity  of  such 
an^institution  in  that  country  is  obvious,  and  the  pro- 

priety of  the  mode  therein  adopted  must  be  submitted 
to  your  Majesty;  and  although  the  President  is  to  be 
of  the  Established  Church,  and  licensed  by  the  Gov- 

ernor, yet  the  fellows,  trustees  and  tutors,  I  appre- 
hend, will  be  generally  Presbyterians,  the  college 

being  promoted  by  a  respectable  settlement  of  that 
persuasion  of  which  a  considerable  body  marched  to 

Hillsborough  in  1768  in  support  of  the  government." 
Earl  Hillsborough  and  others,  whose  duty  it  was  to 

consider  these  Acts,  and  submit  t  )  His  Majesty  their 
opinion  thereon,  date  their  report  at  the  Palace  of 

Whitehall  on  February  26,  1773.  They  said  :  "From 
this  report  of  your  Majesty's  Governor,  and  from  the 
prevalency  of  the  Presbyterian  persuasion  within  the 
County  of  Mecklenburg,  we  may  venture  to  conclude 
that  this  college,  if  allowed  to  be  incorporated,  will,  in 
effect,  operate  as  a  seminary  for  the  education  and 
instruction  of  3'outh  in  the  principles  of  the  Presbyte- 

rian Church.  Sensible  as  we  are  of  the  wisdom  of  that 

tolerating  spirit  which  generally  prevails  throughout 

your  Majesty's  dominion,  and  disposed,  as  we  particu- larly are  in  the  case  before  us,  to  recommend  to  every 
reasonable  mark  of  favor  and  protection  a  body  of 

subjects  who,  by  the  Governor's  report,  have  behaved 
with  such  loyalty  and  zeal  during  the  late  troubles  and 
disorders,  still  we  think  it  is  our  duty  to  submit  to 
your  Majesty,  whether  it  be  advisable  for  your  Majesty 
to  add  encouragement  to  toleration,  by  giving  the 
Royal  assent  to  an  establishment  which,  in  its  conse- 

quences, promises  great  and  permanent  advantages  to 
a  sect  of  dissenters  from  the  Established  Church,  who 

have  already  established  themselves  over  that  Prov- 

ince in  very  considerable  numbers." At  the  date  of  this  report  to  His  Majesty,  Tryon  was 
the  Governor  of  the  Colony  of  New  York,  having  left 
North  Carolina  in  July,  1771. 

The  Record,  therefore,  seems  to  show  that,  in  this 

particular  case,  at  least,  Governor  Tryon  was  endeav- 
oring, within  reasonable  limits,  to  aid  the  Presbyte- 

rians of  Mecklenburg  in  their  efforts  to  have  their 
school  chartered,  and  that,  whatever  complaints  may 
he  justly  made  of  the  conduct  of  His  Majesty  and  his 

Majesty's  council,  certainly  the  Presbyterians  neither 
complained,  nor  had  a  right  to  complain  of  "such  a 

Governor  as  Tryon." The  Records  show  that  His  Excellency  was  an  hon- 
ored guest  in  some  of  the  best  homes  of  the  Presbyte- 
rians of  Mecklenburg;  that,  in  all  his  administration 

he  had  their  cordial  support,  and  his  letters  and  docu- 
ments prove  conclusively  that  he  appreciated  the 

sterling  worth  of  this  people  and,  so  far  as  was  in  his 
power,  under  the  then  state  of  English  law,  he  was  in- 

clined to  favor  all  their  efforts  for  the  promotion  of  re- 
ligion and  education,  and  had  their  cordial  assistance 

in  his  efforts  to  maintain  order  in  the  colony. 
Presbyterians  have  always  been  stern  maintainers  of 

"law  and  order,"  and  they  have  now,  as  in  the  past 
they  have  had,  little  patience  with  those  who  will  not 
obey  the  one,  or  unnecessarily  disturb  the  other. 

  A.  B. (For  the  Presbyterian  Standard. ) 

The  Sufferings  of  Christ. 

For  many  years  I  had  low  and  partial  and  false  views 
of  the  sufferings  of  our  Lord.  Now  that  my  eyes  have 
been  opened,  I  wonder  at  my  former  stupidity,  and 
find  myself  the  discoverer  of  a  boundless,  unfathomable sea. 

I  always  knew  that  his  sufferings  must  have  been  on 
account  of  the  sins  of  others,  for  he  knew  no  sin;  and 
I  have  always  believed  that  they  were  vicarious,  in  the 
place  of  sinners.  It  is  only  of  late  years  that  I  have 
come  to  see  somewhat  of  the  fullness  of  the  fact  that 
they  were  altogether  penal  and  chiefly  spiritual.  They 
were  all  of  them  punishments  inflicted  upon  him  as  the 
sin-bearer  of  our  race;  and  the  physical  pains  he  en- 

dured were  but  the  shadow  of  the  real  soul-agony 
which  he  felt. 

I.    His  first  sacrifice  of  himself  for  man  was  his  leav- 

I 
1 
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AN  APRIL  PICTURE,  AND  A  THOUGHT. 

Beyond  the  naked  boughs  where  naught  appears 
Save  swelling  buds,  the  distant  meadow  wears 
Faint  promises  of  beauteous  things  to  be 
When  she  from  winter's  icy  bonds  is  free. 
Down  on  the  merry  streamlet's  marge  the  fern 
Unfolds  its  tawny  fronds,  while  maples  burn 

Like  crimson  tapers  'gainst  the  solemn  pines. 
The  fields  are  full  of  April's  flower  signs, 
The  nearer  woods  are  full  of  cheerful  song 
And  life,  and  growth  are  everywhere  ! A  throng 

Of  cherished  hopes  and  unfulfilled  desires 
Like  ferns  unfold  for  us.    The  soul  inquires  : 
Why  should  not  fuller  life  be  mine  to-day. 
Is  it  not  this  for  which  we're  taught  to  pray? 
The  woods  reply  :    Who  writes  on  field  and  hill 
Such  object-lessons,  will  your  yearnings  still. 
Will  give  you  life  abundantly,  and  show 
Desires  that  reach  for  sunlight  how  to  grow  ! 

-O.  H. 

It  i^the  substance  of  worship  that  is  appointed,  not  its 
circumstance. 

We  express  the  sentiments  of  many  of  our  readers  in 

thanking  our  correspondent,  "The  Author  of  Howard 
McPhHn,"  for  the  serial  story  "Virtue  Its  Own  Re- 

ward. ' ' 

The  Presbytery  of  Liberia  has  12  churches  with  400 
members  546  Sunday  scholars  and  three  students  for  the 

ministry,  with  10  ordained  "native  helpers."  We  pre- 
sume that  the  native  helpers  are  distinguished  from  the 

Afro- American  aristocracy  who  belong,  as  it  were,  to  the 
order  of  the  Sons  of  Revolution. 

Andrew  Murray's  Huguenot  Seminary  at  Cape  Col- 
ony has  sent  out  500  teachers  and  21  native  missionaries 

in  the  22  years  of  its  existence. 

Once  more  it  is  said  that  Dr.  McGiffert  would  have 

withdrawn  if  Dr.  Birch  had  not  appealed.  Promise  of 
withdrawal  has  been  made  before  and  broken.  The  time 

of  an  appeal  is  limited  by  law.  Surely  in  vain  the  net  is 
spread  in  the  sight  of  any  bird.  Failure  to  appeal  would 
have  ended  the  McGiffert  case. 

The  work  of  all  the  Protestant  Missions  in  darkest 

Africa  makes  an  impression  when  given  as  a  total. 
There  are  1,900  churches,  120,000  communicants,  and 
1,000,000  adherents.  There  are  1,100  schools  and  60,000 

pupils.  Africa  will  be  the  wonderful  continent  of  the 
twentieth  century,  and  if  the  native  inhabitants  only 

knew  how  necessary  the  civilizing  infl^iences  of  the  Gos- 
pel were  to  their  very  existence  in  the  struggle  that  is 

coming,  how  gladly  they  would  welcome  the  mission- 
aries and  claim  the  protection  of  the  Christian  Churches, 

which  still  in  all  important  matters  control  the  conscience 
of  the  civilized  world. 

The  Catholic  clergy  of  Brazil  are  now  engaged  in  a 
systematic  crusade  against  Protestant  influence.  They 

are  demanding  the  union  of  Church  and  State,  suppres- 

sion of  religious  liberty,  and  the  abolition  of  civil  mar- 
riages and  .secttlar  cemeteries.  That  is,  they  want  the 

right  to  withhold  marriage  and  the  privilege  of 

burial  from  any  they  please.  It  sounds  strange  that  in 

the  last  year  of  the  nineteenth  century  a  so-called  Chris- 
tiad  Church  should  put  on  record,  in  a  pastoral  letter,  its 
desire  for  the  exercise  of  such  medieval  tyranny.  We 

suggest  that  the  Church  in  Brazil  grant  the  right  of 
some  sort  of  marriage  to  its  adulterous  priests  as  the 
first  step  in  reform. 

Instead  of  answering  Mr.  Harris,  Dr.  Chalmers  has 
written  a  book  of  fifty  pages,  which  may  be  had  of  the 
author.  We  try  to  show  the  other  side  of  the  case  in  this 
issue,  and  we  put  our  effort  into  pamphlet  form  also, 
with  the  letter  of  Mr.  Harris.  It  can  be  had  of  the  Pres- 

byterian Publishing  Company,  Charlotte.  Meantime  we 

feel  like  apologizing  to  our  readers  in  general  for  devot- 

ing so'  much  space  to  a  matter  of  local  interest,  mainly, 
and  promise  them  that  this  is  the  last  of  it.  Mr:  Harris 
is  still  unanswered  and  we  shall  consider  him  unanswer- 

able. We  have  accumulated  a  lot  of  valuable  matter  for 

publication  and  ask  our  correspondents'  patience. 
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(For  the  Presbyterian  Standard. ) 

Why  the  Associate  Reformed    Presbyterian  Church 

Adheres  to  the   Exclusive  Use  of   the  In- 

spired Psalter  in  the  Worship  of  God, 

BY  REV.  JOHN  T.  CHALMERS,  D.  D. 

PART  III. 

(Concluded.) 

SOME  QUESTIONS  ANSWERED. 

Part  I.  of  this  discus.sion  was  given  to  our  Major  pre- 
mise: That  the  Doctrine,  Government  and  Worship  of 

the  Church  have  been  divinely  authorized,  appointed  and 
prescribed;  and  that  nothing  is  to  be  used  in  the  formal 
worship  of  God  which  he  has  not  appointed. 

Part  II.  contained  our  Minor  premise:  That  the  psalms, 
hymns  and  spiritual  songs  contained  in  the  Book  of 
Psalms,  and  they  only,  have  been  given  and  appointed 
by  God  to  be  used  in  his  worship  in  the  ordinance  of 
praise. 

Part  III.  will  be  devoted  to  the  consideration  of  some 
questions,  and  a  fuller  study  of  some  texts,  for  which 
space  could  not  be  given  in  the  body  of  this  Discussion. 

It  is  asked:  (ist.)  "May  not  the  songs  of  Mary,  Zacha- 
rias  and  other  poetical  compositions  in  the  New  Testa- 

ment be  regarded  as  "precedents"  for  the  use  of  unin- 
spired compositions?" 

In  reply  we  .say,  [  ( i )  There  is  no  evidence  that  these 

songs  were  ever  sung  in  God's  worship.  Of  Mary  it  is 
merely  stated  that  she  "said."  Of  Zacharias  it  is  said, 
"He  was  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost  and  prophesied, 
saying,  etc." 

(2)  If  they  were  used,  they  were  "inspired"  and  not 
"uninspired"  songs,  as  their  authors  were  "spirit 
filled;"  and 

(3)  Such  use  could  by  no  possible  logic  be  construed 
as  a  warrant  to  compose  and  sing  uninspired  songs  in  the 
worship  of  God  at  the  present  day. 

(2nd.)  It  is  a.sked,  "Why  we  may  not  use  our  own 
words  in  singing  praise",  just  as  the  preacher  uses  his own  words  in  his  public  ministry,  and  if  he  chooses  may 
quote  a  poem,  or  even  sing  it,  if  he  can  sing  it  more 
effectively  than  he  can  speak  it?  Have  we  not  the  same 

riglat  to  sing  Gospel  songs  as  to  preach  Gospel  sermons?' ' To  this  we  answer: 
(1)  That  there  is  a  vast  difference  between  addresses 

made  to  God  in  .song,  and  an  address  made  to  an  assem- 
bled congregation,  the  preacher  does  not  preach  to  the 

Most  High — he  speaks  to  the  people  before  him.  He 
who  would  confound  these  under  the  general  name  of 

"worship"  has  yet  to  learn  the  proper  nature  of  each 
part  of  our  social  religious  exercises. 

(2)  We  have  the  command  to  preach  the  Gospel,  but 
the  words  in  which  we  are  to  teach  and  preach  are  no- 

where given  us.  It  is  plainly  implied  that  we  are  to 
teach  and  preach  in  our  own  words.  So  the  apostles  did, 
and  so  the  Church  universally  has  understood  the  plain 
command  of  Christ. 

(3)  God  has  given  his  Church  a  book  of  praise  and 
commanded  its  use.  He  has  nowhere  given  a  book  of 
sermons  and  commanded  their  use. 

(4)  What  is  not  commanded  in  God's  Word  is  forbid- 
den. Then  show  the  command  to  make  or  compose 

songs  of  praise,  and  the  command  to  4ase  them  in  the 
worship  of  God. 

3rd.  "If  we  may  use  our  own  language  in  prayer  why 
not  also  in  our  songs  of  praise?    Have  I  not  as  much 

right  to  use  my  own  words  in  praise  as  in  prayer?"  This 
has  been  called  a  "centre  .shot,"  and  we  are  told  "there 
is  no  escape  from  its  logic." 

The  sophistry  and  fallacy  of  this  plausible  and  popular 
plea  for  the  use  of  songs  of  human  composure  will  be 
made  clear  to  the  honest  inquirer  after  truth  by  a  little 
thought  and  examination. 
CO  In  prayer  we  come  to  God  to  ask  for  those  things 

which  we  need;  but  in  praise  we  ascribe  to  him  the  glory 
which  is  due  unto  his  name.  As  our  situation  and  cir- 

cumstances are  ever  varying,  our  wants  are  very  differ- 
ent at  one  time  from  what  they  are  at  another.  Our  peti- 

tions must  consequently  be  framed  in  accordance  with 
our  wants.  But  God  is  unchangeable,  and  his  prai.se  is 
always  the  .same.  That  glory  which  is  proper  to  be 
ascribed  to  his  name  at  one  time  will  always  be  proper. 
Our  wants  are  always  changing,  and,  therefore,  our 
prayers  .should  vary;  but  the  glory  of  God  is  ever  the 
same;  and  therefore  the  .same  collection  of  songs  will 

serve  for  the  expression  of  his  praise  from  age  to  "age. 
(2  )  In  prayer  our  thoughts  .suggest  the  words,  our  de- 

sires and  sentiments  determine  the  language  we  employ; 
but  in  praise  the  words  are  designed  to  suggest  the 
thoughts  and  sentiments  we  should  have  in  our  hearts. 
Therefore  we  should  use  words  calculated  to  suggest  the 

most  appropriate  thoughts,  and  "The  words  of  the  Lord 
are  as  .silver  tried,  yea,  more  to  be  desired  than  fine 

gold." 

(3)  In  prayer  one  leads  the  exercise  while  others  fol- 
low and  unite.  A  single  heart  and  mouth  may  utter  that 

in  which  thousands  may  cordially  and  without  incon- 
venience unite.  But  in  praise,  all  simultaneously  lift  up 

their  voices  together  in  extolling  the  name  of  God,  hence 
a  form,  prepared  beforehand,  is  absolutely  neces.sary. 
We  can  pray  without  having  matter  prepared  in  advance. 
In  fact  it  would  be  impossible  to  provide  such  a  form  in 
advance,  as  we  do  not  know  what  requests  for  prayer 
might  be  made  in  a  large  congregation.  But  we  cannot 
thus  .sing  praise.  Let  your  congregation  try  it  next  Sab- 

bath morning.  Provide  no  matter  for  praise  beforehand, 
and  see  how  you  will  get  along  in  the  praise  service. 

("4)  In  a  debate  in  favor  of  prescribed  forms  of  prayer, 
or  a  book  of  prayers,  a  similar  argument  was  offered  by 
Dr.  Prideaux,  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Hear  the  answer 
of  Rev.  Samuel  Miller,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  of  Princeton  Semi- 

nary: "The  argument  from  analogy  is  too  weak  and 
childi.sh  to  be  regarded  as  at  all  applicable.  How  is  it 
possible  for  a  worshipping  assembly  to  unite  in  .singing  a 
psalm  or  hymn,  unless  both  the  words  and  tune  are  pre- 
viou.sly  known,  and,  virtually,  if  not  formally,  agreed 
upon?  In  this  ca.se,  it  is  not  possible  to  proceed  a  step 

without  something  prescribed  and  known  befo'rehand. 
But  all  experience  proves  that  no  such  prescribed  form  is 

needful  in  prayer." 
(5)  God  has  seen  fit  to  make  a  difference  between 

prayer  and  praise,  inasmuch  as  he  has  provided  a  book 
of  praise  for  his  church,  but  no  book  of  prayers.  Here 
is  the  divine  command  to  pray:  "In  everything  by  prayer 
and  .supplication,  with  thanksgiving,  let  your  requests  be 

made  known  unto  God."  This  implies  .shat  we  are  to 
exoress  our  requests  in  our  own  language. 
Now  we  are  also  commanded  to  sing  psalms,  and  God 

has  seen  proper  to  provide  us  a  book  of  praise.  To  say 
then  that  "as  we  use  our  own  language  in  prayer,  so  may 
we  in  praise,"  is  to  ignore  the  fact  that  God  has  provided 
a  Book  of  Psalms,  but  no  book  of  prayers.  Had  we  a 
book  of  prayers  in  the  Scriptures,  and  were  we  com- 

manded to  use  it;  were  there  no  precept  enjoining  the 
use  of  any  prayers  not  contained  in  this  book,  and  no 
promise  of  help  in  making  prayers,  then  we  would  be 
compelled  to  use  it.  We  have  no  such  prayer  book,  but 
we  have  a  hymn  book  prepared  of  God  and  commanded, 
showing  that  God  him.self  regards  the  ordinances  of 
prayer  and  praise  in  a  different  light. 

(6)  We  have  a  form  of  prayer  given  us  by  our  Lord 

who  said,  "After  this  manner  pray  ye."   Neither  Christ 
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nor  his  apostles  limited  themselves  to  that  prayer.  It 
was  a  form,  model  or  pattern  only.  But  where  is  the 

divine  song,  given  as  a  model,  with  the  command,  "after 
this  manner  make  ye  psalms,  hymns  and  songs  ?' ' 

(7)  While  God  has  commanded  us  to  pray  for  objects 
without  giving  us  the  words  in  which  to  pray,  he  has 
promised  divine  help  in  the  performance  of  the  duty  of 

prayer.  "We  know  not  what  to  pray  for  as  we  ought, 
but  the  Spirit  himself  helpeth  our  infirmities.  The  Spirit 
himself  maketh  intercession  for  us  with  groanings  which 

cannot  be  uttered."  (Romans  viii:26.) 
But  where,  in  all  the  New  Testament,  is  the  aid  of  the 

Holy  Spirit  promised  to  help  us  in  composing  or  makine 
songs  of  praise  ?  His  help  is  promised  in  the  singing  of 

piaise,  for  Paul  says,  "I  will  sing  with  the  Spirit,"  but 
there  is  absolutely  no  promise  of  his  assistance  in  the 
composition  of  matter  to  be  used  in  praise. 

Moreover  it  will  be  admitted  that  it  is  more  difficult  to 

compose  or  make  a  psalm  or  hymn  than  a  praj'er.  Now 
if  God  has  allowed  us  to  compose  both  in  our  own  lan- 

guage, why  has  he  promised  the  help  of  the  Spirit  in 
prayer,  the  least  difficult,  while  he  withholds  his  aid  in 
hymn-making  which  is  most  difficult  ? 

And  why  did  he  provide  the  Jewish  church  with  songs 
of  praise  dictated  by  himself,  while  he  left  the  poor  Gen- 

tile church  to  struggle  with  the  difficulties  of  hymn- 
making  in  their  own  strength  ? 

(8)  The  argument  proves  too  much.  If  you  have  the 
same  right  to  make  your  songs  as  you  have  to  make  your 
prayers,  so  has  every  Christian.  Then  let  every  Chris- 

tian make  his  own  songs  as  he  does  his  prayers.  And  as 
the  prayers  of  Presbyterians  are  largely  extempore,  so 
let  their  songs  of  praise  be  extempore.  It  will  not  be 
denied,  that  while  any  and  every  Christian  can  pray, 
probably  not  one  in  ten  thousand  is  capable  of  making  or 
composing  a  song  of  praise  fit  to  be  sung.  Do  those  who 
proclaim  this  strange  doctrine  practice  what  they  preach? 
Do  they  make  their  hymns  as  tliev  do  their  prayers  ?  Or 
do  they  depend  upon  others  to  furnish  their  hymns  ?  If 
so,  why  not  depend  upon  God?  Why  go  to  frail,  erring 
men,  rather  than  the  Spirit  of  God  for  songs  with  which 
to  sing  forth  the  honor  of  his  name,  and  make  his  praise 
glorious  ?  If  it  be  absolutely  necessary  for  somebody  to 
prepare  a  form  or  manual  of  praise,  why  not  use  that 
inspired  manual  which  bears  the  unmistakable  impress 

of  the  Church's  King  and  Head  ? 
(9)  Again,  the  argument  proves  too  much,  for  read- 

ing is  also  au  act  of  religious  worship,  and  if  the  use  of 
our  own  words  in  prayer  proves  a  right  to  use  them  in 
praise,  will  it  not  also  prove  a  right  to  use  our  own 

words  or  writings  in  place  of  God's  Word  in  worship? 
How  intensely  interesting  family  worship  would  be  ! 

The  father  takes  down  a  volume  of  selected  poems,  and 
says.  We  will  sing  a  song  from  Byron,  or  Pope,  or  Moore, 
or  Mrs.  Hemans,  or  Mr.  Sankey.  He  lifts  another  vol- 

ume to  read  for  our  instruction  a  few  pages  from  Bacon, 

an  essay  of  Macaulay's,  a  sketch  of  Washington  Irving's 
or  a  few  paragraphs  from  Ben  Hur.  The  prayer  follow- 

ing would  be  characterized  by  a  like  independence  of  the 
Spirit.  One  may  be  defended  on  the  same  ground  as  the 
other. 

(10)  Is  it  not  most  remarkable  that  if  the  disciples 
were  left  to  make  their  own  hymns  as  they  were  to  make 
their  prayers,  that  they  did  not  ask  for  gracious  help  ? 
They  did  feel  their  need  of  help  in  prayer,  for  they  went 

to  Christ  with  the  words,  "Lord,^  teach  us  to  pray,  as 
John  also  taught  his  disciples."  Why  was  it  that  they 
did  not  go  to  him  and  ask,  "Lord,  teach  us  to  make 
hymns  as  thou  didst  thy  servant  David"  ?  Was  it  be- 

cause hymn-making  was  such  an  easy  task  that  they  felt 
no  need  of  help?  Was  it  because  hymn-makers  then, 
like  some  of  more  recent  date,  felt  neither  the  need  of 
nor  the  inclination  to  seek  divine  assistance  ?  Or  was  it 
because  the  early  church  used  the  inspired  Psalter  ? 
We  trust  the  reader  now  has  felt  the  full  power  of  this 

"centre  shot"  and  appreciates  the  forcefulness(?)  of  the 
"logic  from  which  there  is  no  escape." 

(4tli. )  It  is  asked,  "Have  we  not  divine  authority  for 
the  use  of  uninspired  songs  of  human,  composure  in  the 
directions  of  the  apostle  to  sing  psalms,  hymns  and  spir- 

itual song.s?"    Here  are  the  texts: 
"L,et  the  words  of  Christ  dwell  in  you  richly  in  all  wis- 

dom; teaching  and  admonishing  one  another  in  psalms 
and  h3^mns  and  spiritual  songs,  singing  with  grace  in  your 
hearts  to  the  lyOrd."     (Coloss.  3:16.) 

"Be  filled  with  the  Spirit;  speaking  to  yourselves  in 
psalms  and  hymns  and  spiritual  songs,  singing  and  mak- 

ing melody  in  your  heart  to  the  Lord."    (Eph.  5:19.) 
Concerning  these  pa-^sages,  we  affirm:  (i)  That  the 

"psalms  and  hymns  and  spiritual  songs"  referred  to  are 
inspired  compositions,  and  are  found  in  the  Inspired  Psal- 

ter, or  Book  of  Psalms.  (2)  That  these  passages  cannot 
by  any  fair  and  legitimate  method  of  interpretation  be 
construed  as  containing  authority  for  the  indiscriminate 
use  of  uninspired  songs  in  the  formal  worship  of  God. 

The  distinction  between  "psalm"  and  "hymn,"  the 
former  meaning  an  inspired  and  the  latter  an  uninspired 
song,  is  a  purely  modern  one. 

The  use  of  the  word  "hymns"  in  this  scripture  as 
"catch  words"  may  be  popular,  but  it  is  of  no  value  as 
evidence  with  thoughtful  people,  when  it  is  remembered 
that  these  passages  were  written  many  centuries  before 

the  existence  of  any  "hymn  book"  now  in  use.  The 
question  to  decide  is  this:  "Were  these  hymns,  spoken 
of  by  the  apostles,  found  in  the  Bible,  or  in  some  hymn 
book  that  has  been  lost,  or  in  one  just  issued  from  the 

press?' 
' 

"But  if  the  words  'psalm,'  'hymn,'  and  'spiritual songs' 
all  refer  to  the  same  collection  of  songs,  why  are  there 
different  words  iised?  Would  the  Holy  Ghost  use  so 
many  words  in  the  same  sentence  to  mean  the  same 

thing?' ' 

We  reply:  (a).  Will  the  reader  please  tell  us  why  the 

Holy  Ghost  has  used  the  three  words  "statutes,  judg- 
ments and  commandments"  in  the  following  passage: 

'  "Concerning  this  house  which  thou  art  in  building,  if 
thou  walk  in  my  statutes,  and  execute  my  judgments,  and 
keep  all  my  commands  to  walk  in  them;  then  will  I  per- 

form my  word  with  thee,  which  I  spake  unto  David  thy 

father":  (i  Kings  6: 1 2) ;  or  why  God  says,  "forgiving 
iniquity,  transgression  and  sin"  in  Ex.  34:7;  or  why  Paul 
used  the  terms  "supplications,  prayers,  intercessions"  in 
I  Tom.  2:1,  or  can  you  tell  the  exact  distinctions  be; 
tween  these  terms? 

(b)  It  is  not  denied,  however,  that  there  may  be  a  dis- 
tinction in  the  meaning  of  these  terms;  they  may  desig- 

nate three  distinct  kinds  of  devotional  poetry,  and  some 
scholars  have  defined  the  technical  difference  between  an 

"ode,"  a  "hymn"  and  a  "psalm;"  but  it  is  most  positive- 
ly denied  that  the  difference  is  that  which,  exists  between 

what  is  inspired  and  what  is  uninspired.  Until  such  a 
difference  is  proved,  the  question  at  issue  is  not  touched. 

I.  We  affirm  that  all  the  songs  referred  to  iu  these 
passages  are  comprised  in  the  Book  of  Psalms,  as  the 

Jews  applied  the  terms  "psalms,  hymns  and  spiritual 
songs"  indi.scriminately  to  the  Book  of  Psalms  ;  or  that 
the  iu.spired  Psalter  contains  hymns  and  songs  as  well  as 
psalms.  We  shall  show  this  from  both  History  and 
Scripture. 

I.  History. 

(a)  Joseplius  says  that  "David,  being  free  from  wars 
and  dangers,  and  enjoying  for  the  future  a  profound 
peace,  composed  songs  and  hymns  to  God,  ot  several 
sorts  of  metre,  and  that  he  taught  the  Eevites  to  sing 

hymns  to  God." (b)  The  Apostolic  Canons  contain  this  injunction  : 
"Eet  another  sing  the  "hymns  of  David,'  and  let  the 

people  repeat  the  concluding  lines." (c)  Dr.  Gill,  the  distinguished  Baptist  Commentator, 
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tells  us  that  they  are  spoken  of  iu  the  Talmud  by  the 

name  of  "songs,  and  praises  or  hymns.'" 
(d)  Eusebius,  quoting  Psalm  xxxiii:9,  calls  David  "a 

prophet  discoursing  of  God  in  his  hymns." 
(e)  Moreover  the  term  "hymns"  meaning  "Book  of 

Psalms"  continued  in  use  for  many  cienturies  after  the 
apostolic  age,  for  Calvin  quotes  Hilary  (who  lived  in  the 

fifth  century)  as  saying  that  "hymns  from  the  Book  of 
Psalms  should  be  sung  at  the  altar,"  etc.,  showing  us 
that  the  term  "hymns"  was  still  applied  to  the  Psalms 
of  the  Bible.  If  the  words  "Book  of  Psalms"  had  not 
followed  the  word  "hymns"  iu  this  quotation  of  Hilary, 
hymn-singers  would  have  said,  without  hesitation,  that 
the  term  "hymns"  meant  songs  of  human  composition. 
How  false  would  have  been  the  conclusion. 

Thus  we  find  abundant  proof  that  the  songs  of  the 
inspired  Psalter  weie  generally  known  by  the  name  of 
"Hymns." 

2.  Let  us  now  open  the  sacred  Scriptures,  and  here 
we  find  proof  to  the  same  effect 

In  the  Hebrew,  three  distinctive  titles  are  given  to  the 
songs  contained  in  the  Book  of  Psalms,  viz  :  Mizmor, 
Tehilla  and  Shir,  w-hich  the  most  eminent  Hebrew  .schol- 

ars admit  are  correctly  translated  psalm,  hymn  and  song. 

The  book  itself  is  called  in  the  original  title  "Sepher  Te- 
hillim,"  the  Hymn  Book.  The  i45tli  Psalm  is  called 
Tehilla  r David,  which  Gesenius  translates,  "a  hymn  of 
David."  Tlie  same  term  is  often  introduced  into  the 
body  of  the  Psalm.  Let  the  reader  compare  Psalm  2 2d 
and  verse  23d  of  the  Hebrew,  with  the  Greek  of  Hebrews 

ii:i2,  and  he  will  find  the  declaration  of  the  Psalmist,  "In 
the  midst  of  the  congregation  I  will  praise  thee,"  ren- 

dered by  the  Apostle  "I  will  sing  a  hymn  to  rhee."  The 
word  Halleluia,  which  so  frequently  occurs  in  the  Psalms, 
is  just  a  call  to  sing  a  hymn  to  the  Lord. 

But  this  is  not  all.  The  version  of  the  Old  Testament 

in  use  in  Gentile  countries,  was  the  "Septuagint."  Be- 
fore the  time  of  Christ  the  Hebrew  Bible  had  been  trans- 

lated into  Greek,  as  was  suppo.sed  by  seventy-two  indi- 
viduals, and  hence  called  the  "Septuagint"  or  transla- 

tion of  the  seventy.  This  was  the  version  from  which 
the  apostles  generally  quoted,  and  the  one  familiar  to 
the  Ephesians  and  Colossians.  Now  iu  this  version  of 
the  Scriptures,  the  Book  of  Psalms  has  all  the  titles 
spoken  of  by  the  apostle  in  the  passages  under  consider- 

ation, some  of  them  bearing  the  title  of  psalm,  others  of 
a  hymn,  and  still  others  of  a  song,  exactly  corresponding 
to  the  Hebrew  titles  already  referred  to,  Mizmor,  Tehilla 
and  Shir. 

These  words  in  the  Septuagint  version  are  the  very 
same  employed  by  the  apostle  when  he  commanded  them 
to  sing,  many  in  the  collection  being  called  psalmos  or  a 
psalm,  others  liymnos  or  a  hynui,  and  others  ode  or  song. 

Thus,  for  example,  Ps.  IV  is  called  "an  ode  or  song  of 
David  among  the  psalms,"  Ps.  6,  "Among  the  hymns 
on  the  octave,  a  psalm  of  David."  Ps.  18,  "The  words 
of  this  ode  or  song,  etc."  So  is  Ps.  29,  "A  psalm  of  a 
song."  Ps.  54,  "Among  the  hymns,  etc."  So  is  Ps. 
76.  In  Ps.  72:20,  which  closes  one  of  the  divisions  of 

the  Book  of  Psalms,  we  read:  "The  hymns  of  David, 
the  sou  of  Jesse,  are  ended."  The  Psalms  from  120  to 
134  inclusive  are  entitled  odes  or  songs. 

One  psalm,  the  75th,  bears  all  three  titles  iuthat  trans- 
lation. It  is  called  a  psalm,  a  hymn  and  au  ode — the 

very  words  used  by  the  apostle.  Now  we  ask  the  candid 
reader  to  draw  his  own  conclusion. 

Paul  urges  the  Ephesians  and  Colossians  to  sing 

"psalms,  hymns  and  spiritual  songs,"  and  all  they  had 
to  do  was  to  open  their  own  Bibles  to  find  a  :ollection  of 
songs,  some  entitled  psalms,  some  hymns  and  some  songs, 
just  such  as  he  had  enjoined  them  to  use,  while  they 

might  have  "searched  creation  round"  without  finding 
another  book  of  divine  poems  designed  by  the  same  titles. 

The  Psalter  was  the  only  book  iu  existence  containing 
psalms  or  songs  with  the  different  distinctive  titles  which 
he  specifies,  so  that  it  seems  morally  certain  when  Paul 

wrote  to  the  Christians  at  Ephesus  and  Colosse  concern- 
ing the  matter  of  their  praise,  using  the  very  titles  found 

in  the  Psalm-book  they  then  had,  they  would  understand 
him  to  refer  to  that  book  and  no  other. 

II.  Again  we  are  informed  in  Matt.  26:30  that  Christ 

and  his  apostles  sang  a  hymn.  That  this  "hymn"  sung 
by  Christ  was  taken  from  the  collection  of  .songs  called 
"The  Book  of  Psalms"  is  almo.st  universally  admitted. 
It  was  a  part  of  the  "Hallel,  comprising  Psalms  113th  to 
ii8th.   (See  Part  II,  argument  VIII,  of  this  discussion. ) 
Now  if  it  be  admitted  that  the  hymn  .sung  by  our  Sa- 

viour and  his  disciples  was  taken  from  the  Book  of 
P.salms,  we  argue  from  this  admission  that  the  hymns 
referred  to  by  the  apostle  in  these  passages  belonged  to 
the  same  inspired  collection.  If  this  inspired  collection 
was  used  by  our  Lord  and  his  disciples,  the  presumptiou 
is,  in  ab.sence  of  all  proof  to  the  contrary,  that  it  would 
still  continue  to  be  u.sed  by  the  di.sciples. 

Says  Albert  Barnes,  "There  can  be  no  doubt  that  our 
Saviour  and  the  apostles  also  used  the  Psalms  in  their 

observance  of  the  Passover. ' '  Why  then  doubt  that  the 
apostle  referred  to  the  same  collection  when  he  told  the 

Ephesians  to  ".sing  hymns?"  Surely  if  any  argument 
can  be  drawn  from  the  usus  loqueudi  of  the  sacred  writers, 
it  is  on  the  side  of  those  who  maintain  that  the  reference 
in  the.se  passages  is  to  the  Psalms  of  divine  inspiration. 

III.  There  is  not  a  particle  of  evidence  that  auy  unin- 
spired praises  were  used  iu  the  church  in  the  time  of  the 

apostles,  nor,  at  least,  for  one  hundred  years  after  their 
day.  Dr.  Schaff,  who  was  a  zealot  on  the  subject  of  un- 

inspired hymnody,  was  long  engaged  in  a  search  after  a 
song  of  human  composition  that  was  sung  by  the  early 
church.  He  found  one  which  he  thought  was  composed 
about  the  year  200  A.  D.,  but  found  no  proof  whatever 
that  it  was  used  in  the  worship  of  God. 

If  other  songs  were  used,  who  prepared  them?  Surel}^ 
not  the  P^pliesians  and  Colossians  just  recently  converted 
from  heathenism.  Were  they  competent  to  prepare  a 
psalmody  for  the  church?  Did  the  apostles  prepare  them? 
Then  is  it  not  strange  that  we  have  no  hint  of  this,  and 
that  they  are  all  lost?  Did  the  Holy  Spirit  qualify  some 
one  to  prepare  songs  for  the  church  at  that  time?  Then 
is  it  not  stranger  still  that  there  should  be  no  hiut  of  this, 
and  that  they  should  all  so  utterly  perish?  He  does  not 
usually  suffer  his  words  and  works  to  fall  to  the  ground 
and  disappear.  Yet  all  these,  if  they  ever  existed,  have 
so  entirely  disappeared  that  no  subsequent  writer  or  his- 

torian has  so  much  as  mentioned  them.  But  even  grant- 
ing such  songs  were  in  existence  and  have  been  lost, 

where  is  the  authority  either  here  or  elsewhere  to  supply 
their  place,  or  to  use  those  which  are  not  inspired? 
IV.  Is  it  reasonable  to  suppose  that  Paul  would  have 

called  upon  the  Colossians,  so  lately  won  from  the  uu- 
cleanucss  and  abominations  of  idolatry,  against  the  insid- 

ious influence  of  which  this  epLstle  warns,  .so  subject  to 
the  power  of  a  false  system  of  philosophy,  which  was 
even  then  pushing  itself  dangerously  near  to  the  church 
in  this  citj',  to  write  their  own  .songs  of  praise,  when  the 
Spirit  had  already  furnished  a  book  of  praises  exactly 
suited  to  their  wants  ?  The  same  may  be  said  of  the 
Ephesians,  who  were  from  their  childhood  worshippers 
of  the  great  goddess  Diana. 

Would  it  be  safe  to  commit  to  men  just  converted  from 
their  idolatrous  worship,  and  consequently  but  partially 
enlightened  and  established  in  the  truth,  the  making  of 
hymns  and  spiritual  songs,  in  which  to  celebrate  the 
praises  of  Jehovah  ?  What  would  be  thought  of  the  mis- 

sionary in  our  day  who  would  instruct  the  newly  con- 
verted heathen,  knowing  but  little  of  God  or  religion,  to 

provide  himself  with  a  collection  of  Psalms  and  hymns  ? 
In  fact,  a  great  majority  of  the  most  advanced  and  intel- 

ligent Christians,  in  Christian  lands,  feel  themselves  un- 
equal to  such  a  task.  When  Paul  therefore  commands 

saints  in  his  day  to  sing  P.salms,  hymns  and  spiritual 
songs,  he  must  necessarily  refer  to  the  Psalms  of  David, 
the  only  collection  of  hymns  then  in  use.    And  if  Paul 
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did  not  call  upon  these  Churches  to  provide  their  own 
songs  of  praise,  he  has  called  on  no  people  to  undertake 
such  a  task. 

V.  If  "hymns  and  spiritual  songs"  mean  mere  human 
compositions,  while  the  word  "psalms"  refers  to  the 
"Book  of  Psalms,"  it  follows  that  Paul  has  put  the  Word 
of  God  and  the  word  of  men  upon  a  par  by  directing 
them  to  be  used  for  the  same  end — that  is  for  filling  the 
people  of  God  with  the  Spirit  ! 
Now  we  would  address  ourselves  to  that  reverence 

which  the  Christian  reader  cherishes  for  the  Word  of 
God,  and  ask  him  whether  an  interpretation,  involving 
such  a  presumption  as  this,  is  reasonable  ?  If  we  could 
believe  this,  we  would  not  find  it  much  more  difficult  to 
believe  that  there  is  uo  essential  difference  between  what 
is  inspired  and  what  is  not  inspired,  and  we  would  have 
little  use  for  the  Bible  as  a  divine  revelation.  If  a  man 
who  is  now  under  the  influence  of  the  Spirit  of  God  can 
give  us  matter  which  we  may,  equally  with  that  which  is 

inspired,  use  as  the  matter  of  God's  praise  and  as  the 
means  of  being  filled  with  God's  Spirit,  we  do  not  see 
why  the  same  man  may  not  give  us  other  matter  which 
we  may  use  equally  with  the  Bible  in  other  parts  of 
worship,  and  for  edification. 
VI.  It  is  more  than  probable  that  such  an  innovation 

would  have  provoked  the  strongest  opposition  on  the  part 
of  the  Jewish  Christians.  The  first  Hebrew  Christians 
were  drawn  largely  from  the  synagogue,  and  naturally 
brought  with  them  those  songs  of  Zion  which  were  asso- 

ciated with  their  earliest  recollections  and  best  feelings, 

and  appropriated  them  to  the  services  of  the  New  Dis- 
pensation. They  had  been  accustomed  from  their  child- 

hood to  consider  inspired  psalms  alone  admissible  in  the 
worship  of  the  sanctuary,  and  cherished  a  holy,  and  even 
superstitious  dread  of  everything  like  innovation  or  de- 

parture from  the  good  old  customs  of  their  fathers.  Is 
it  at  all  probable  that  under  these  circumstances  the 
apostle  would  direct  to  the  use  of  uninspired  hymns,  or 
that  such  an  innovation  would  have  been  received  with- 

out a  vigorous  protest,  or  even  an  open  rupture  between 
the  Hebrew  and  Gentile  Christians? 

VIII.  The  word  "spiritual,"  ( "spiritual  songs" )  as 
used  in  these  passages  precludes  the  idea  of  human  com- 

position. These  songs  are  called  "spiritual  songs," 
which  implies  that  the  Spirit  of  God  is  their  author. 

The  word  "spiritual"  is  used  in  the  New  Testament  in 
the  sense  of  supernatural,  or  that  which  is  immediately 
given  by  God. 

Prof.  Benjamin  B.  Warfield,  of  Princeton  Seminary, 
recognized  by  the  whole  Presbyterian  Church  as  an 

eminent  authority,  says  of  the  word  '  spiritual":  "In 
twenty- five  instances  in  which  the  word  occurs  in  the 
New  Testament,  in  no  single  case  does  it  sink  so  low  in 
its  reference  as  the  human  spirit,  and  in  twenty-four  of 
them  it  is  derived  from  Pneuma,  the  Holy  Spirit.  In  the 
sense  of  belonging  to  or  determined  by  the  Holy  Spirit, 
the  New  Testament  is  uniform  in  the  use  of  the  word, 
with  the  single  exception  of  Eph.  6:12,  where  it  seems  to 
refer  to  the  higher  though  fallen  superhumaai  intelli- 

gences." The  word,  as  Paul  employs  it  in  the  text,  does 
not  describe  the  nature  of  these  songs,  but  tells  of  their 
origin.  It  calls  upon  these  Colossian  Christians  to  sing 

the  "songs  of  the  Spirit" — that  is,  songs  which  the  Holy 
Spirit  has  indicted  and  furnished  to  the  Church.  In  sing- 

ing the  songs  of  David  we  know  that  we  are  singing  such 

songs,  for  he  himself  tells  us  that  the  "Spirit  of  the  L,ord 
spake  by  him;  and  his  word  was  in  his  tongue."  No 
songs  that  have  been  written  by  man  without  a  direct 
revelation  from  the  Holy  Spirit  and  an  unquestionable 
call  to  such  service  can  by  any  possible  construction  be 
made  to  meet  the  requirement  of  the  text.  One  only 
needs  to  stop  and  think  to  be  convinced  that  Paul  would 
not  call  upon  these  people,  so  lately  won  from  idols,  to 
provide  for  themselves  songs  of  praise,  when  the  Spirit 
of  God  had  already  made  provision. 

YIII.  Auother  proof  in  favor  of  the  interpretation  we 

have  given,  is  that  the  apostle  directs  to  the  singing  of 

psalms,  hymns  and  spiritual  songs  as  a  means  of  '  'letting 
the  Word  of  Christ  dwell  in  them  richly  in  all  wisdom," 
language  which  will  apply  more  appropriately  to  the  in- 

spired psalms  than  to  any  human  composition.  No  song 

of  uninspired  man  can  be  properly  called  the  "Word  of 

Christ." 

Reference  is  mainly:  to  the  Old  Testament  Scriptures, 
as  but  a  small  part  of  the  New  Testament  was  written  at 

this  time.  "The  Spirit  of  Christ,"  we  are  told,  "was  in 
the  prophets  when  they  testified  beforehand  of  the  suf- 

ferings of  Christ  and  the  glory  which  should  follow." 
And  the  Psalms  may,  with  the  greatest  propriety,  be 

called  the  Word  of  Christ,  for  "there  is  not,"  says  Bishop 
Horsely,  "a  page  of  this  Book  of  Psalms  in  which  the 
pious  reader  will  not  find  his  Saviour,  if  he  reads  with  a 

view  of  finding  him." IV.  We  now  ask  the  reader  to  open  his  Bible  and 
read  carefully  the  chapter  in  which  these  passages  occur; 
noting  this  fact,  that  the  apostle  is  exhorting  Christians 
generally  to  the  performance  of  various  Christian  duties. 

He  says,  "Set  your  affections  on  things  above;  mortify 
your  members;  put  on  the  new  man;  forgive  one  another; 
put  on  charity,  and  let  the  peace  of  God  rule  in  your 

hearts,  etc.,"  duties  that  are  incumbent  upon  all  Chris- 
tians in  whatever  sphere  of  life  they  may  move.  Now  in 

this  immediate  connection  we  find  the  passages  under 
consideration  exhorting  to  the  performance  of  a  duty  ob- 

ligatory, not  upon  a  favored  few,  but  upon  all  the  "elect 
of  God,"  upon  ail  the  followers  of  Christ. 

If  the  passages  enjoin  the  duty  of  making  or  compos- 
ing psalms,  hymns  and  spiritual  songs,  the  conclusion  is 

that  all  the  followers  of  Christ  are  called  upon  to  do  this 
thing.  None  are  excepted  and  the  duty  is  not  optional 
but  obligatory. 

But  can  any  man  in  the  possession  of  sober  reason  be- 
lieve that  the  apostle  commanded  all  the  Colossians  or 

all  the  Ephesians  to  make  or  compose  songs  of  praise? 
How  few,  if  any,  of  them  could  have  complied  with  such 
a  requisition!  Even  in  the  present  age,  when  the  advan- 

tages of  education  are  more  general  than  in  apostolic 
times,  this  would  be  a  task  not  one  in  a  thousand  among 
Christians  could  perform.  How  preposterous  to  sup- 

pose that  the  Apostle  exhorts  the  disciples  of  Christ  in 
general  to  perform  a  duty  so  far  beyond  the  capacity  of 
the  great  majority!  It  is  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  a 
duty  is  commanded  of  such  a  nature  that  so  few  could 
possibly  perform  it.  Clearly  the  Apostle  is  exhorting  to 
the  diligent  use  of  such  matter  as  they  already  had  in 
their  possession  as  a  meaus  of  mutual  edification.  If  his 

command  to  "Sing  psalms  and  hymns,"  etc.,  can  be  con- 
strued as  meaning  "Make  ye  psalms  and  hymns  and 

songs,"  then  it  can  be  claimed  with  equal  show  of  reason 
that  Christ's  command  to  "Search  the  Scriptures"  meant 
"make,  write  or  compose  Scriptures." 

But  if  this  last  command  meant  that  they  were  to 

"search"  a  volume  of  Scriptures  already  in  their  posses- 
sion, then  the  other  command  to  "Sing  psalms,"  etc., 

refers  to  a  volume  of  such  songs  already  at  hand. 
In  view  of  these  considerations,  these  two  passages  of 

the  New  Testament  Scriptures  are  to  be  regarded  as  an 
apostolic  injunction  to  praise  God  by  means  of  these 
psalms,  hymns  and  spiritual  songs  which  he  himself  has 
given  to  his  Church.  They  are  a  positive  command  to 
use  the  inspired  Psalter — -the  Word  of  Christ. 

Having  given  these  passages  what  we  believe  to  be  a 
faithful  and  impartial  examination,  we  will  show  in  the 
last  place  how  the  result  harmonizes  with  some  distin- 

guished authorities. 
some;  authorities. 

X.  (i)  Dr.  Owen,  and  twenty-five  others,  signed  a 
preface  to  the  Westminster  version  of  the  Psalms  pub- 

lished in  1673,  in  which  they  said:  "To  us,  David's 
Psalms  seem  plainly  intended  by  these  terms  of  Psalms, 

aud  hymns  and  spiritual  songs,  which  the  apostle  useth.'* 
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(2)  Ridgely,  in  his  Body  of  Divinity,  expresses  the 
same  view,  and  says,  "It  cannot  be  denied  that  the 
Psalms  of  David  are  called  indifferently  by  these  names." 

(3)  Dr.  Gill,  the  learned  Calvinistic  divine  of  the  Bap- 
tist school,  in  the  introductory  remarks  to  his  commen- 
tary on  the  Book  of  Psalms,  says,  "To  these  several 

names  of  this  book,  the  apostle  manifestlj^  refers  in  Eph. 
v:i9,  and  Colossians  iii:i6.  In  his  exposition  of  Eph.  v:g, 

thus  expresses  himself,  "The  hymns  are  only  another 
nartle  for  the  Book  of  Psalms,"  and  "by  spiritual  songs 
are  meant  the  psalms  of  David,  Asaph,  etc." 

(4)  Calvin,  according  to  Doddridge  in  his  note  to 

Col.  iii:i6,  "thinks  all  these  words  refer  to  David's  poet- 
ical pieces." 

(5)  Dr.  Broadus  on  Matt.  xxvi:30,  says,  "The  term 
'hymn'  must  not  here  be  taken  in  our  common  sense  as 
differing  from  a  Psalm,  nor  is  there  any  radical  distinc- 

tion between  the  two  in  Col.  iii:i6  and  Eph.  v.ig  " 
(6)  The  Right  Hon.  I.ord  Selborne,  F.  R.  S.,  in  the 

Standard  work.  The  British  Encyclopedia,  says:  "The 
modern  distinction  between  psalms  and  hymns  is  arbi- 

trary. The  former  word  was  used  by  the  LXX.  as  a 
generic  distinction,  probably  because  it  implied  an  accom- 

paniment by  the  psaltery  or  other  instruments.  The 

cognate  verb  'psaltere'  has  been  constantly  applied  to 
hymns,  both  in  the  eastern  and  western  Church;  and  the 
same  compositions  which  they  described  geuerically  as 

'psalms'  were  also  called  by  the  EXX  'odes'  (i.  e.  songs) 
and  hymns.  All  the  words  thus  used  were  applied  by 

the  EXX.  to  the  Davidical  Psalms." 

(5tb.)  Again  it  is  asked  :  "Is  not  the  position  of  our 
Church  a  very  narrow  and  exclusive  one?" 

We  answer  :  No  more  so,  we  believe,  than  the  Word 
of  God  and  the  teaching  of  the  Presbyterian  Standards. 
In  the  words  of  Dr.  Russell  : 

"It  is  the  narrowness  of  protection,  the  exclusiveness 
of  the  great  dyke,  which  keeps  back  the  threatening  tide 
of  sentimentalism,  and  saves  true  worship  from  being 
submerged  by  the  dribbling  rhapsodies  of  uniu.spired 
men.  That  some  breakwater  is  needed  against  this  tide, 
is  the  constant  testimony  of  those  who  are  leaders  in  our 
sister  denominations.  Our  principle  is  that  dyke  ;  our 
declaration  is  a  standing  protest  against  the  view  that 
an3'one  may  prepare  matter  of  praise  for  the  Church ;  that 
any  and  every  one  may  bring  incense  for  the  service  of 
the  sanctuary  from  any  garden  of  spices  where  imagina- 

tion may  chance  to  roam  ;  and  that  any  Christian,  in 
moments  of  spiritual  exaltation,  may  indict  the  songs 

which  shall  supplant  God's  own  word." 

CONCEUSION. 

We  have  now  finished  our  argument  and  shown  a 
Scriptural  warrant  for  the  position  of  the  Associate  Re- 

formed Presbyterian  Church  on  the  subject  of  Psalmody. 
Our  appeal  has  been  to  the  Scriptures  and  to  the  Presby- 

terian Standards  as  interpreting  them.  Any  arguments 

in  favor  of  the  use  of  "other  songs"  in  the  ordinance  of 
praise  must  be  derived  from  the  same  sources,  or  they 
are  to  be  regarded  as  unworthy  of  answer.  We  have 

carefully  avoided  all  side  issues  ajid  arguments  "ad 
hominem,"  and  confined  our  attention  exclusively  to  the 
Scripture  as  the  sole  and  sufficient  arbiter  on  this  subject. 
All  questions  of  human  taste  and  wisdom,  of  history,  ex- 

perience or  of  expediency,  are  subordinate  to  this  funda- 
mental inquiry;  what  is  the  will  of  God  ?  We  claim  that 

divine  authority  and  warrant  have  been  shown  for  the 
use  of  the  inspired  Psalter  in  the  worship  of  God. 

Now  if  any  other  songs  are  to  be  used  we  have  a  right 
to  demand  that  similar  authority  be  furnished.  Here  the 
burden  of  proof  rests  on  tliose  who  introduce  other  songs 
in  addition  to  what  we  have  proved  to  be  given  by  divine 
appointment.  Eet  it  be  shown  that  they  too  have  been 

divinely  "auihonzed,  appointed,  prescribed  and  insti- 
tuted" by  Almighty  Qod.    I<et  it  be  shown  that  such 

compositions  bear  the  direct  and  unmistakable  impress  of 

Christ's  authority,  an  impress  so  clear  that  he  who  re- 
fu.ses  to  use  them,  limiting  himself  to  the  inspired  Psalm, 
is  guilty  of  despising  an  ordinance  of  Christ. 

Can  such  a  case  be  made  out  ?  Can  it  be  shown  that  I 
am  bound  to  sing  the  songs  any  poet  may  choose  to  write 
and  offer  as  devotional  matter  ?  Can  the  poet  himself 
make  such  a  demand  upon  me?  Can  the  minister  impose 
any  obligation  upon  his  hearers  to  sing  any  songs  he  may 
choose  to  announce  from  his  pulpit  ? 

Can  the  Church  enforce  the  reception  and  use  of  any 
hymn  book  she  may  select  ?  Nov  when  men  are  called 
upon  to  unite  in  praising  God  in  the  psalms  and  hymns 
and  spiritual  songs  of  the  Scriptures,  upon  which  he  has 
impressed  the  .sanction  of  his  own  authority,  we  can  no 
more  decline  to  respond  without  sin  than  we  can  refuse 
to  read  his  word  or  wait  upon  the  ministry  which  he  has 

appointed. But  I  might  have  in  my  possession  for  half  a  century 
unopened  and  unused  any  one  of  the  thousand  and  one 
hymnals  now  offered  the  public,  and  yet  be  guiltless  be- 

fore God.  But  how  can  this  be  if  God  has  "authorized, 
appointed  and  prescribed  their  u.se"  in  his  worship?  "To 
what  purpose  cometh  there  to  me  incense  from  Sheba, 
and  the  sweet  cane  from  a  far  country  ?  Your  burnt 
offerings  are  not  acceptable  nor  your  .sacrifices  sweet 

unto  me." 
"Thus  saith  the  Eord,  stand  ye  in  the  ways,  see  and 

ask  for  the  old  paths,  where  is  the  good  way,  and  walk 

therein,  and  ye  shall  find  rest  for  your  souls." 

Lesson  for  Young  People's  Societies. 

JOHN  R.  ROSEBRO. 
(For  week  ending  8th  April.) 

Subject:  Christ  our  Missionary  Model.  Jno.  4:5-15. 
This  incident  of  the  conversation  of  Christ  with  the 

Samaritan  woman  at  the  well  of  Jacob,  might  be  call- 
ed an  idyl;  so  natural  is  the  incident,  so  simple  the 

setting,  so  picturesque  the  situation,  and  so  human  the 
interest.  In  the  heat  of  the  day  Christ  and  his  disci- 

ples arrive  at  this  place,  the  well  of  Jacob,  on  their  way 
from  Judea  through  Samaria  to  Galilee.  They  stop  at 
this  cool  place  in  the  shade  for  a  midday  rest,  and  the 
disciples  go  into  the  neighboring  town  to  procure  food. 
While  they  are  away  the  woman  comes  to  draw  water. 
She  finds  a  stranger  sitting  by  the  well  and  sees  from 
his  dress  that  he  is  a  Jew.  She  was  surprised  when  he 
asked  her  for  a  drink,  as  the  Jews  regard  the  Samari- 

tans with  aversion.  Then  follows  that  conversation 
in  which  she  is  led  through  surprise  and  then  wonder, 
finally  to  a  belief  that  this  man  is  a  prophet  and  prob- 

ably the  Messiah.  The  act  of  drawing  water  is  made 
a  means  of  arousing  her  interest.  Then  her  secret  life 
is  unfolded.  Her  religious  beliefs  and  contentions  are 
touched  on  and  she  hears  words,  under  whose  light- 

ning-like stroke  the  truth  is  laid  bare  and  the  conten- 
tions and  claims  of  his  people  and  hers  wither  and 

shrivel  into  nothing.  She  leaves  to  call  her  people  to 
come  and  hear  one  who  had  told  her  ail  that  she  had 
ever  done. 

Wo  are  to  use  this  incident  as  a  topic  for  talks  on 
the  missionary  spirit.  Do  not  let  us  make  the  mistake 
of  using  the  idea  of  missionary  in  its  narrower  sense. 
But  rather  let  us  understand  it  as  having  reference  to 
all  efforts  to  carry  the  word  of  life  to  all  who  have  it 
not,  to  show  the  way  of  life  to  all  who  have  not  been 
instructed,  at  home  or  abroad,  whether  in  a  humble 
way  or  on  a  larger  scale,  by  act  or  by  word. 

We  notice  in  all  of  the  work  of  Christ  that  he  never 

allowed  any  prejudice  to  stand  in  the  way  of  his  effort 
to  reach  a  soul.  No  class  or  race  feeling,  no  custom, 

no  repulsiveness  of  disease,  nothing  was  allowed  to 

block  the  way.   He  did  not  shun  the  leper.   He  was 




