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Extertion,

NO-T,

PRELIMINARY.

1. Ixtortion is a great crime, and a
crime of a mean cast; to eay, therefore,
that it is universal, is to stultify one’s views,
and to stimulate extortion itself. No great
crime is universal, or even very general in
& high Christian civilization ; and to say
that it is, is to give a refage to the actual
extortioner, who cares for nothing -better
than to take shelter with the mass of the
community under a sweeping and indis-
criminate denunciation.  No great moral
apostacy, such as great erime attends, is
the work of a'night, nov even of that hot-
bed process that men imagine this war cc-
casions. Mer grow mean slowly. ‘And ss
the Bible mentions extortion as one of the
atrocious depravities of man, we are to look
for it among’ a fow. "Our dectrine, there-
fore, is that extortion, as it is now runving
riot in the land, is the work of a few very
sordid characters, along with a still smaller
number of respegtable Chrigtian people,
who have been misled by false reasoning,
under the new circumstances of their situa-
tion.

2. That extortion does exist in bitter in-
stances in our land is tlie sense of the vast
mass of the people. And thoungh the sense
of the vast mass of the people is not infalli-
ble, yet it is with very rare exceptions. The
Bible teaches that we are to eat no meat if
it make our brother to offend. And if in
the smallest matters we are to bew even to
the prejudices of a single unfortunate broth-
er, how serious cught it to make a man
feel, though he stands high in the church,
if the great mass of his whole solid com-
munity is loud in their denunciations against
h“'li"he retort that we who speak so, are
ypandering to the excitements of the people,
can only be made effective by over-setting
2 superior probability. The probability is,
that the people are right : and till a strong
over-weighing probability can be attained,
it is & serious thing for a believer to have
coming up from the bill-sides and hamlets
of his county, to an extent perbaps of which
be does not dream, muttered curses upon
the professor of religion for taking advan

taze of the absence of his own sex at the, | PAPeT to return my sincere thanks to the
(=]

camp, to extort upon the helpless the gains
of some enormous operation.

Good men ought to be scared from such
business by the very stain on it, as respects
the future. When the war ends.men will
come home to desolation and debt, and the
intensity of other feelings being relaxed,
the energies that have gone into this des-
perate struggle, will flow back into their
interests. They are not going to think
lighter of what their families have suffered,
than those families have done themselves.
So that in addition to thissericus idea, that
God will not prosper that portion of our
wealth which has been goften from those
who have defended us, comes this other;—
that when we attempt to enjoy it, we shall
find ourselves surrounded by neighbors
who have a contempt for our success, and
will follow us to the very grave with ill-
disguised feelings of resentment and repro-
bation.

3. This prima facie evidence that, is to be
found in the feelings of the people, must be
added to by almost all :the forms of this
same sort of proof.

1t is, “prima facie,” wrong to grow rich
by this war. This is the simple way in
which many plain men have settled their
copvictions.

1t is prima facie wrong to takeadvantage

, of generous volunteering, or forced conscrip-
tion, to levy npon families that are left be-
bind exorbitant rates for the necessacies of
life. =

It is prima facie wrong to follow old hab-
its of business in the new and affecting re-
lations in which we stand in this war.

And if any oue asks what these relations
are, it will add much to this ptima facie
impression to detail them:—All males, with
a hardship, scarcely ever known in the his-
tory of raising armies, are forced to go out
to defend this Southern country, unless it
be twavery peculiar classes of exception,—
one, the infirm, who are unable to stand up

= for their families, and are obliged to throw
upon others the tagk of their defence; the
other, the useful, or those who being of mid-
dle age are supposed to have much commit-
ted to their care, or being public men can-
not be spared in their particalar occupa-
tions. In either casethey areleft at home out
of necessity, and of course look to others,
for their help. in so high a service as the
defence of all they bold dear. Now, to use
this chance which they have from their very
infirmities, or from their imagined useful-
ness, toldho what, of course, can be doue to
make their labor which is spared at home
command the price of almost all the labor
that used to be engaged ; to make the men
who are hazarding their lives for them re-
ceive, as their remyneration, poverty and
debt, 8o as to make the soldier poor, ard
the man left-at home to be useful, exorbi-
tantly and almost bewilderingly rich and
prosperous; and thus to make the war, which
to the vast mass of the people has been a
horrible struggle, and to many an earnest
and honorable citizen, one of sacrifice and

sheltered in the work of preying upon Lheirz
wives and children.

1t such things are right, plein men can’s
see it. ' And whatever philosopby may say,
the people wiil thunder their anathemas, in
the history of the South, upon-the few that
were thus engaged. . They will not be nice
about the particular plan, whether it was by
so-called speculation, or by the market-price;
if men were defended by others’ risk, and
entriched by little labor, if they built for-
tunes during the war ous of the suffering
and grinding seigé and famine of this
Southern Confederacy, uo matter how they
escaped the camp, whether they were forty,
or because they were crippled, or becanse
they might help feed the conntry, if they
did it at ten prices for their labor, and when
the main body of their countrymen were
warched into the field, wmanaged it that the
non-combatants should grow rich, and the
blood stained .remnant of our. deliverers
should come home poor to work upon their
estates, the people will mutter their carses,
and will mark to the end of time thesehor
rible instances of meunnessand oppression.
4. Tt is therefore important that religions
people should clear themselves from this|
imputation. . |
Thisis a heroic age. Tt is an age of |
great examples. It will be looked to in
more ordinary pericds of the church for the
highest moral teachings. 1f a newspaper,
for example, i3 silent about so serious a
crime as the Bible represents this cue to
be ; or if it receive into its pages, whether
of its own .doctrine or not, yet uncontra- |
dicted, anything which seéms to extenunate
the enormities of which we speak, then it is
a serious misfortone to the church. - Her
sermons cannot go on record as her tcach-
ing, nor ber private conversations, nor her
real sentiments, in any way sa completely
perhaps, as through these public organs of
the body.  And, therefore, thére can be no
doubt that a wholesome Christian sentiment
will in the end express itself, and- through
these very newspapers, and that on the part
of their editors ; for we are entirely per-
suaded that the greatmass of the Christinn
‘church “is holding itself aloof from these
sordid mengures, and are ready, like an
elder of whiom we have recently heard, to
fix a principle in respect to their estate, that
it is not to be increased by any of these
cruel opportunities during the war.
ALAMBY.
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Rev. Dr. Brown,—Permit me throogh yeur

iadies of Mossy Creek congregation for the
large donation (in money) they have recent-
ly made me. 1 omit the amount, because
the private, unostentations manner in which !
it was sent we, leads me to think that they
do not wish that either the gift or its amount |
should be made public. Contrary to their |
wishes however, I make public the fact of|
the donation, and ia regard to the amount|
of it, I will say, that I. and no doubt others, !
have preached a whole year for less than!
those ladies bave presented to me. This|
too, bas been in addiiion to an increase in'
my salary for the past year,—-—bring?ng it
up to war prices. This increase was sug-
gesteG by -your ioquiries in the Central
Preshyterian, “How are Pastors - to.live 9"
More than ten years 2go [ came amongst
the people of Mozsy Creek an entire stran-
ger—with faults and imperfections—too.|
many of which atill continue with me, yet
from no member of that church or congre
gation have I recieved avy thing bordering
on unkindness. Unlooked for, undeserved
acts of kindness haye been constantly shown
me—my wants and my circamstances have
been anticipated and met by them, Favors
have pressed upon me, which I did not think
it was right fo accept. Their kinduess of
heart and their hospitality are known to the
members of Lexington Presbytery, known
to you. My earnest prayeris that God may
bless those ladies who have ehown me this
recent favor. May he reward them as they
deserve-—I cannot. Awud way he bestow
all gpiritual avd temporal blessinos on the
whole congregation. . JouN PINKKRTON.

v

Almost Home. -

This is one of the most joyous expres-
sions in the Hoglish Janguage. The heart
of the long-absent husband, father, or son,
not only homeward bound, but almost ar-
rived, thrills with raptorous joy as he is on
the point of receiving the embraces and
greetings of ihe dear ones at home. So it
is with the aged Christian, as, in the far ad-
vance of bis pilgrimage, he feels that he
approaches the beundary line, and will soon
cross over to the land of promise. Many of
his best friends had croased over before
him; and they have long been beckoning
him upward.and onward. They await his
arrival with the joyful welcome of holy ones.
And 2s tokens multiily on either band that
the land of Beulah is néar, he feels that be
is almost home. The ripe froit of a lng
Christian lifg is about to be gathered into
the heavenly garner. Few sights on earth
are more pleasing than aged, faithful Chris-
tians, strong in the Lord, almost home. We
have some such among us, revered and be-
loved, whoss faces we love to see in the
sanctuary, and whose prayers bring down
blessings upon our heads. They speak of
mauvy friends, most of whom have preceded
them, but the re union will socon come.—
Blessings be upon the fathers and mothers
in Zion; and may their mantles fall on us.

uglf destruction of his living, a means of

e ——ee—
Lord Bacon has said that, “love is good-
1ess put in motion.”

der it, as they speak of it in their camps.| -

~ POETRY.

ing gow-n marked “for the Dominie.”" The
mission ship had brought the box withont
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Tried but Comforted,

£
Five Smamers bright our noble boy
Was lent us fir our household juy;
Then cuu e the fated, wintry hour
Of deuth, and blighted cur sweet flower.

1,

Thaey told the, “ Weep not, tor thy gem

Is fixed in Christ’s own diadesm ;

Hoa speedy fast the race have ruo,

The fa0 have 'sciped, the goal huve won.”

1t
I choda the murmurs of my breast
Wil this de r thought : -uud then addressed
My steps to wait upon the Lord,
And with his saints to hear his word.

.
Then thu« I heard their an‘bhem flow ;
‘Praise Him, all creatures hare balow,’
_ ‘Praise Him abuve, ye heavenly host,’
‘Praise Fatber, Son, and Holy Ghost.’

%43 5
Bat how, I said, can this sad heart,
Ia foyfal praisc bear its part?
It bath no joy; it naught cen do,
Bus miourn its logs; and tell its woe.

VI.
And thes I thowght; What if thy lost
Is now aming that heaveniy host,
Ard with that angel-choir doth sing,
“Glory to thee, Eternal King 2"

WilT
But is nat this a hope too sweet?
Iaith is too weak the joy to moet
Oh wight my bursticg heart bat cea
Tf trus the blissful thought cun be!

Vi,

Oh thar, fur once, miue e1ir wight hear
" That tiny voise, 80 high, so clear,

Singing Fmmanuel’s name among

Thoae louder strains, that mightier throng!

2 b

Oh that. but onee, mive eye could see
Thet smila, which here was wont to be
The sunshius of my heart, mzde bright
With Jesus’ love, with heaven’s iight.

X
Then weuld my burdened heart, I knew,
With nons but tears of jby o'erflow—
But ah; when faith would strain her ayes
For that blest vision, tasn arize

Xl
Tae shsdows of wy dreary home;
' L'wixs heaven and my heavt there come
That dyirg bed, that corpse, that bier;
Ard when I strite ths sung to hear

X1t
S1d memory echoes but the wail
My love to soothe could naught avail :
I only h-ar his anguished ery;
I ouly see his glazing eye. .

- F xur.
But yet, be still, tumultuous heart,
And bravely bear thy destined purt.
Yet will I say ; Stay there, my son;
And to my Lord; Thy will be dune.
& 3 X1V
'Tis not for sight and sense to know
Those scenes of glory, here balow ;
But be it ours to walk by faith,
And ersdit what our Saviouy saith.

Xv.
Let patience work till we ba meet
To dwell, in bliss, at Jesus’' feet:
Then death, once dreaded, fiiendly come,
And bear us 0 cur lost one’s home,

/. XVI.
Then shall that glerious hour repay;
The woes of all this dreary way,
And I shall hear, forever more
My geraph boy his Gud adore.

XVIL
Yea, he shall teach this voice to raise,
As Angels taught him;-heaven's lays ;

o | A working hand.—The life of service is |

‘ gether.

Aud I, who once his &teps did lead,
Shall fallow him to Christ our Head.

CHILDRENS' COLUMN.

Are You Sorry You Gave Your Penny?

BY MATTIE B.

After traversing all day long the burning
sands of India, trying to collect thenatives

. and teach them of the Saviour, Rev. Mr.

A. was approaching his own home, weary,
heart-sick. aud discouraged ; yet he was
not reflecting so much about the amount of
work he was accomplishing, for be felt that
he strained every power, but from the small
encouragement and apparent neglect which
was mavifested abroad in his own pative
land America, which was the spring from
whence he most received his temporal sup-
plies ; he was thinking of the little he bhed
received, and of the dark prospect of the
future, for the cry from America was “hard
times.”” DPerhaps his thoughts travelled
across the ocean to bis native home, among
his own green hills, beautiful streawss; and
peacefal valleys ; he remembered the little
white church, and the Sabbath school near
it where he had gone so many happy years,
and he thought perhapsthey are doing what

" they can now to raise money to make upa

box, as in the olden time, for some poor
missionary ; they may remember their Sab-
bath school scholar now away in India, and
if not we, then some one eqnaily necessitous.
His beart was large enough to consider
others as well as bimself. His meditations
were broken in upon by his little danghter,
who had perceived bim coming, and had run
to meet him. :

©Q pap1, pape, come quick!” she ex-
claimed out of hreath, “hurry and see what

“is in the honse.”’

i Well, well, what is it?” he asked, tak-
ing her up in his arms.

¢ O I can’t tell all; you must hurry and
coms in,’” sud they entered the house to-
In the middle of the room was a
good sized box, which had just come off a
mission ship. Mr. A. only looked at his wife
as she stood with tearful eyes, and soon
proceeded to open the box.

~*Well, what was in it, tell us 2
the children who read this exclaim.

Listen. Upon the top, after the lid was
off, was a letter, as well as one accompany-
ing the box. The letter stated that the
contents were made up by pennies collected
in Sabbath school, and the balance was in
the letter to the amount of twenty dollars.
O how much this was needed ; there was in
the box various articles of clothing for Mr.,
and Mrs A. and for the children, with some
“boeks; aud in the bottom a beautiful dresg-

L}
I hear

~charge, and it was forwarded to the good |
| minister, so well known snd so much loved, |
l'at but little  expense. That was a very|
i happy family then; they' felt enconraged, |
{for they had been remembered from Awmeri- |
ica.

;  Now, children, are you sorry-you gave
your penny ¥ See what glad hearts they|
make ; but perhaps yon will say my one|
penny can’t do much j true, but many pen- t
nieg can.  You know ¥iv is drops whichi
make the oceans,” and remember, that to |
|
|
|
|
i

give your pennies is a proof f early chari- |
ty, and this pleases your Father in heaven. |
He loves little children and wants them to |
do good, and this is cne great way of do- |
ing good, to put pepnies in the mission box: |
Now, when you have pernies given you to
spend just stop and think a moment how
soon the toy will break, and the candies be |
eaten,-and your pennies gone. Bat in thel"
mission box they will increase and multiply
ustil they become dollars, and will bless
poor Hissionaries away in strange countries
yon read of in geography, whero they are
trying to make men good and honest, that
they may be like you are, educated, happy,
weill clothed, Givilized, and have ths Bible ;
and also you can make poor missionaries in
the west happy; eome of them are very
poor, and their children much worse clothed
than you. Don’t forget to give your pee-
nies, and and don’t be sorry you have given
{ them, for your Father in heaven loves a
cheerful giver. And let all Sabbath schools
have mission boxes.

SELECTIONS.

Gleanings,

FROM ADAM’'S EXPOSITION OF 2 PETER.

The service of God —Let we consider in
it three things ; its liberty, dignity, and re-
ward. ¥ 3

The liberty —Constrained obedience - is
not worth a tbank-you. The wickedest rep-
robate, yea, the very devils must need
serve God, but can expect no wages but
hell. Hither God's will shall be done by
thee or be done on thee ; but howsoever, it
shall be done in thee. ‘A good servant bas
these properties ;. a quick eye, a listening
ear, a restiy foot, a working hand, an honest
heart. : ;

A quick eye ; attending the least beck of
his commander. '**As the eyes of servants
look to the hands of their master, so our
eyes wait upon the Lord ounr Ged.” Paul
speaks of ‘‘eye service:" thisisa fault with
men ; but let us serve our God no longer,
no farther than he sees us—it is eanongh;
his eye is never off our hands—our hearts.
“Whither shall T go from thy Spirit? ov
whither sball I fiee from thy presence 77—
Heaven has the presence of hisglory, earth
of hia providence. the sea of his wonders,
the darkness of his light, hell of hispower.

A listening car —=—Such a one as Hli taught
Samuel to find, when God called —*Speak,
| Lord, for thy servant heareth.”  °

A ready foot.—An cbedicnt servant makes
1o “delays. — G.d's Spirit often uses the
phrase of ‘‘rising early.” Abimeleck rose
early to tell bisdream. Abraham rose early
to sacrifice his son. - Elkanab and Haonab
rose early to worship God. Job .rose early
iito savneiify his children. We say with the
| slaggard, ‘By and by, Lord.' The service
i shall'fiud no thanks, that found no readiness
A good work, the longer i sticks in our
fingers, the less acceptable.

, work, the work of & Christian 1s obedien e. |
| The centurion describing his good servant,
| said no more bus thus—1 bid bim do this,

| and he doeth it.’  He that works not is not

;GOd’B laborer, but his own loiterer. We!
| know what we require of ourservants, what
i our Masters required of us. It were an
| easy thing to be & servast, if servica con- |
| sisted only in kissing our hands, in making |
-courtesies, in taking wages, and wearing
{liveries. Many wear Cbrist’s livery, all
| live upon Christ's trencher, but most have
| gouty fiagers; they will do no work in
| God’s service. It is an everlasting rule,
‘Ye are his servauls to whom ye obey,’|
Rome. vi: 16. 'There is much service in
the world, but it iz to s wrong master: but
such God can point out. and put out. If any
think to passin the crowd, and press among
God’s servants, without the wedding gar-
ment, & questionshall beasked them where-
at they shall stend speechless; How came
you in hither ? ;

An honest heart.—He that gave thee a
wko'e heart wiil not be served with a picce
of it. - Some ave like the Philistine’s tem-
ple; there is the aik, but Dagon too. Oc
like the temples of Egypt, fair without, bus
within full of crocodiles : rotten kernels un-
der faiv shells.

Letter from a Camp Missionary,
,CaMP NEAR FREDERICKSBURG,

49th Ga. Reg., A. P. Hill’s Division }

The soldiers generally are in condition to
receive the greatest benefits from the efforts
the people of God are making for their
spiritual well-being. 1 fiad them not ouly
ready and anxious to listen attentively to
the teachings of Ged's holy word, but are
serious in regard to the salvation of their
souls. I have beer permitted to preach to
geveral different regiments, and find in them
all the same feeling about the importance
of embraciog religion. They sit down,
even in the cold misty rain, for nearly half
an hour, listening patiently to the words of
God’s ministers. I do not wish to be un-
derstood that the whole army is in this se-
ricus condition, bat a larger part than we
are willing to cvedit are far wmore serious
than they were twelve months since. 1 feel
the great force of immediate action on the
part of the churches, not only to furnish
reading mattex for them, and pray for their
benefit, but also to use every proper means
for the advancement of the Redeewmer's
kingdom ia the army. Many regiments and
even brigades are destitute of regular ap-
pointed chaplaing, and the men are anxious
for chaplains to remain with them.

I am delighted with the manner the sol-
diers receive religious tracts. They sur-
round you when you first make your -ap-
pearance; and even ask you to give them
something good to read.

Now is the time for God’s people to work,

and I know great blessings will certainly
follow.

Extract from the Heport on the fHtate
of the Church.

A paper vead bifore the Synod of Virginia,
during its sessions in Staunton, October,
1862 by the Rev. A. W. Miller, Petors-
burg, Va. :

The present may be concidered a critical
period in the history of the Charch. Hor-
rid war has rolled ita tide of desolation into
her midss, extinguished many bright lights,
aud greatly crippled her resources. * Soma
have yieldad to the tewptations of an evil
timo, sud brought reprosch npon the Chris-
tan name. An. exiraorainary providence
t}ddresses to her an extraordinary call to
duty. " Straitened in herse f the Ohurch may
te, but straitened in her -Divine Head she
never can be. The regources” of Jehovah
i.\\re p‘lnged to sustain her; the inflaences of
L\lg Spirlt animate her; minia!eriug angels
wait upon her; whilst all the wisdom, all the
power, all the love of tle. Holy Trinity
are engaged to uphold, preserve, and save
herl The Lord in the midst of fer is mightv.f
His kingdom ean never be moved; o op- |
position can sh&‘fce it ; no internal deca}si
rainit.  The spring of it is in Him who,
liveth for ever and ever, and hath the Koys |
of hell'aud deatt, Tt survives ninidat fall- |
ing tbrones and dissolving dynasties;Olih‘ei-i
kingdoms decline and perish. Bat their |
fall, equally with their rise, only contributes |
to its advancement. It takesno step hack-|
ward. Iis counrse is everonward. Yor it
was founded by its omniscient King, not only |
in fall view of all the multiform hostility it,\
would encounter, but with the fixed purpose
of overraling and converting all opposition |
into instrumentalities for its development,!
extension, and final triumph. The braising |
of the serp=nt’s. head follows the bruising of |
ths Saviouc’s heel. The kingdowm of provi- |
dence, with its ceaseless chamges, its tu |
mwules, its revolutions, its wara, has been
put in subjection to the Lord Jesus Christ, |
the Head of the Church, who has made it
subservient to His great kingdom of grace, |
the design and end of all His works. Hence. |
the course of nature aud the providence of |
God have,'in every age, ministered to the
Gozpel, preserving, defending, opening be-
fore it ity appointed way, and propelling it
in its onward career over all opposition of
individuals, kingdoms, states, and the em-|
battied hosts of the mighty powers of dark- |
ness. : : 5 ‘

Thess thoughts affyrd encouragement in |
this day of darkness and rebuke. Zion shall |
not always be left to mourn. ' God is still|
in the widst of her. He will help her, and |
that right early. Though He chasten, He |
will not cast off for ever. He has come to|
quicken His Church—come t) rovse bher|
from ber lethargy—come to rebuke. her |
pride, wean her from seolf-confidence, re- !
prove he;r for her unbelief, her indolence,
her supineness, her neglect of daty, and ex-
cite ‘her to call mora earnestly upon the
neme of the Lord, that e may return to
her, and show her His salvation. -

Will'she **bear the'rod,”” znd lay its les-
sons te heart? Will she hamble herself
before the Liord. and repent of her sins ?—

Will she adaress herself to her work-with |

redonbled diligence and ardor? Or. will

she, even under the chastening hand of God,
sink down into torpor and indifference
greater than before, and s'umber over her
tremendous responsibilities? responsibilities,
too, that are greatly increased by the stir-
ring events of our day. The successfal termi

nation of the war we are now waging against
infllelity and despotism, will place our

Southern Church wmore prowinently before

the world than ever gho hLas been hefors. !

She will stand alone. The eyes of the world

will: be -upon- her. Her course wiill be

watehed—every aet scrativized by the na-
tions—their sympathi-s not yet with her, |
and given only when forced to acknowledge

‘the evident {okens of favor bestowed by

her Divine Head, and her signal devotion |

to His service. Bat, above all, the eyes of |

God are vpor ber. She has a great work |

to do. Awnd it becomes' her to reulize its|

maguitude, and prepare, in the strength of?
the Lord, to doit. It is taken for granted |

that the discipline through which gha is now l

passing will not be lest upon her; that she |

will come out of the furnace puritied; the
line that separates her from the world more |
distinct than ever; her standard higher, herl;
aiws Joftier, her zeal mire steady, her de- |
termination more fixed to covsecrate to the |
service of the Master the gresat resources!
He has lavished upon ber, aud to signaliz: |
the power of His grace by a devotion more |
uniforin, more intense, moro universal, more |
constant, than has ever marked her history |
before.  Her experienca has tanght ber |
that sacrilices of e¢ne kind or anotlier she|
must make ; and that if sha excnses herself:
from makiog easy sacrifices’ for Christ’s
cause, notwithstanding the priceless benefi's |
He has conferred upon her, His righteous
retributive providence will compel His peo- |
ple to' make very painful sacrifices for thel
possession of jeoparded minor beuefits, |
more valued, bat ivfinitely less valuable. |
than those they had lightly esteemed. Shel
has thus read her sin in her punishment.— |
Shall not this lesson, to painfally learned, !
abide with her evermore? and the practical :
teaching of providence produce most blessed |

results hereafter? As the disasters which,
months ago, befell the Confederacy proved
the means of arousing it from its 1inaction,
and excifing it to suitable efforts,, which
Providence graciously owned and blessed,>
so shall it not be with the Church now ?—
Wiil she ot with renewed assiduity and
zeal prosecute her high ard holy mission,:
address herself with greater fidelity to the
discharge of her dutier, and, in the bold-
ness and confidence of a true faith andlove,
and in humble dependence upon the pro-
mised agency of the Spirit, take a firmer
grasp of the appointed instrnmentt‘.]jtigs.‘fol‘
the ingathering ¢f God’s elect, the building
up of the budy of Christ, and the complete
establishment of the Redeemer’s kingdom
throughont the carth ?—8. P. Heview.

ARe You A Curistiax —XLiook into the
lifo and temper of Christ as described and
illustrated inthe Gospel and search whether
you can find anything like it in your own
}ife. Have you anything of bis humility,
meekness and benevolence to men? Any-
thing of his purity and wisdom, his 9ontemgt
of the world, his patience, his formud_tjs, his

zeal I—Doddridge.
s ;
Hopg.—If hope deferred maketh the

 the death ¢f his Son.

l family ?

The Two Services.

~ “Iknow, with Newton, what the world
¢an do, and what it cannot do, said Hedley
}’mars, a pious Eunglish officer, who perished
in the war of the Crimea. *It cannot give
or take away the peace of God in the soul.
It cannot soothe the wounded conscience,
or enable us to meet death with comfort. I
have tried both sefvices. For twenty-four-
years 1 lived under the yoke of sin. There-
tmspect-} vi l;ay p"ist lifeis now miserable to
me ;5 yet, belore I was taught by the Spirit
of God, I thought and (flled :;Yb a 'lifz of
pleasure. - 'The very name, when applied to
sin, now makes my heart sicken. Even then
I could never erjoy reviewing the oceapa-
tions of a single day ; and think you my
conscience was quiet? No, no. Bitterox-
perience has taught me that there is ‘no
peace for the wicked.” ~ Blessed be God,
now I am parconed and reconciled throngh
How happy is the
Christian’s life when he has thisassarance!”

Family Prayer.

It'is adwitted, T believe, to be the will of
God that we should pray to bim socially.

The Liyrd’s Prayer was constrncted for so- °

cial use. ” The “disciples were directed to
use it when they should pray together ; and
1618 accordingly in the plural number 3 not
my Father, but “our Father.” Now, is God
to be socially worshipped, and yet not wor-
shipped i that first. most permanent, and
most interesting form of gociety, the form
of cdciety instituted by God himself. the
: Is that to be believed 7 Bat the
Lord’s Prayer seems not oboly intended for
social, bus for daily use. *Give us this day
our daily bread,” is one of its petitions. 1t
does not costemplate the morrow. It asks

| supplies but for one day.  Now if, as ap-

pears from this reasoning, social prayer
sbould be duily, where butin the family, the
society which is abiding and which a single
roof covers, cen it with propriety be daily ?

| Shounld there be public religious services

diily, or daily prayer-meetings for this pur-

ose ?
who together share their daily bread should
together daily ask it,

How seasonzble and comely is household
religion, family worship ! Common bless-
ings, such as tamilies daily share, call for
common thanksgivings, Common wants,
such « 8 families togecher feel, eall for com-
mon supplications.  Is it not fit that fami-
lies, ia retiring to rest at night, should to-
gether commis themselves to divine keep-
ing, and in the morning unite in praising
the Lord for having been their protector?
It iz a clear case, it seems tome. Besides,
fathers are directed to bring up their chil-
dren *in the nurture and admonition of the
Lord.” But can they do this while they
pray not with them and for them? I do

i not know how we are to comply with the

apostolic exhortation to pray ““everywhere,”

unless we pray in the family, as well as un-
der otber circuamstances.

Is any one iu donbt whether the practice
or omission of family prayer will be the
more pleasing subject of retrospect from
the dying bed or the eternal world ? Parents
sbould not forget that presently will come
the long-deferred and greatly dreaded sea-
son of taking the lass look and the last
leave of those whom their decease is to
make ovphans. O, then, what a swees
thought it will be to enter into the dying
meditation, that they have beenin the daily
habit of bowing down with their children in
piayer, and commending them to the care
and grace of their heavenly Father, and
that they way now indulge the confident
hope that he will iufinitely more than supply
the paternal place which they are to leave
vacant.— Nevins.

! < ——
FroM THE RELIGIOUS HERALD.

The Dying Christian Soldier.

Not long since it was my privilege to
stand by the bed-side of one of the heroes
who are daily offering themselves as sacri-
fices upon the altar of their country. He
was an offizer of the gallant 56:h Virginia,
with which be had been at Dinelson, had
borne hs part in the bardships and glories
of that memorable place, had been in the
battles arovnd Richmond, had been wound-
ed in the battle of Sharpsburg, and now
bad come home—to dis.

As I entered hisroom he raised bis emaci-
ated hand and kindly welcomed me ; spoke
to me of his sufferings, and conversed with
so much cheerfulness that I could not he'p

xpressing the hope that he might yes
weather the storm,

I was particularly struck with his eye.
There was a brightness and fire about it [
had .never before mnoticed ; but its lustre
was of heaven, not of earth ; it was soon
to close on earthly things, and to gaze on
the #King in His besaunty.”

He told me he had no fears of death, bis
trost had been firmly fixed in Christ for
seventeen years, and for him the last enemy
had no terrors. He requested me to read
the 1st Psalms ¢nd pray with bim. Jesus,
who has said, “\\here two or three are
gathered together in wy nawe, there am ik
in the midstof them,” folfilled Hia promise,
for as I ross from my knees and wiped away
the blinding tears from my eyes, my foll
heart said, **Sarely this is no other than the
house of God and the very gate of heaven.”

This interview has taught me a lessom
of humility which I shall not soon forget ;
for as I gazed vpon thg‘thm, emaciated
form confined to one position, the humtle
soldier’s cot on which he lay, I thought
«Jesus, the Iing of kings, dwells here, and
I had rather be this poor soldier that to be
the tenant of a palace.” :

1 bade bim “good-bye,” and promised to
call soon and see him again, but death came
gooner than I expected, for when I hea:‘d
{rom him again he had fallen asleep in
Jesus ; earth bore another grave, bnt..heav-
en had won 2 sweete.r strain of praise to
Him who doeth all things well. o

Oh, blessed Jesus! ob, thou divine Be_
deemer ! when we see our friends treading
the verge of Jordan free from fear l?ecn.use
Thow -art with them, we would raise our
hearts and our voices in adoraticn, and
praise, and thankfulness to Thee,

r «“Who eiptive leads captivity,

And takes the sting from death.”
__TYKEE GLENN.

Be temperate in all things, and seek Ged's

heart sick, what will the death of hope be?

.

guidance in all your actions.

Then how suitable'is it that thosé -
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