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THE

PREFACE

TO THE
READER

Doubt not but & Kariety of Cesfures will be pafs'd
upan this Difcourfe, and its Author, &y thofe who
are diffafficied at the Work of GOD. Some may [ay,
1t cas be nothing but Pride and Self-Gonceit, that en-
gages & Yousb to appear in Print ¢ Or perbaps they
- swill fay, Raw Novice;. or, How knoweth this Men
- Letters 2 Others wmay fay, 1 pufb the Matter a biitle
200 far in many Things 3 that my Dolrine is too berjb 3
may call it a Piece of Roilery. But neither fo do
their WiinsfJes agree 5 for if the Do@rine be too grating
and galling 1o the generality of Mavkind, bow then
- can { ewpeld to vaife my Repusation, and gratify my
Pride by making it publick? And the Ido Jo w:tb
- @ Defire of and Love to thofe who oppofe themelves 5
yet they will be ready to conclude, that it proceeds from
Paffon and Rage. But let the Redder carefully aob-
ferve the Chapter out of which my Text is saken, and
- upon which my Arguments are chiefly founded s and
fee whether the fame OkjeStion might mot bave been
wmade to. ewr LORD by the Pharifees, when be reafon-
* ed with them wpon the fome Subjest. And I fhould in
- vain look for .a better Reception than be met with, from
 the fume Ranks of Pe;:[ons, zf I deal faztbful{y with
them,
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them. Yet Imuft not firbear. It may pleafe GOD
to make it ufeful to fome. I would earncfly recoms
wiend a ferious Pérufal of that Book, entitled, The ful-
filling of the Scriptures, %o fuch as call this a New
- Scheme. I am perfiaded, that a new Impreffion of
Jaid Book might be <very ferviceable to the prefent Age
1t is gravely and judicioufly written.
. naed make mo other. Afolagy for the Metbod or
 Stile of this Sermon, but only, that it is béttér to be ti-
'defj}ooa?"bj all, than”admired by any. However, *Hs
not generally fo flat as o be naufeous. I kold it a good
Rule, to judge of any Treatife from the Notions which
the Sirain thereof feems naturally to cowvey and infiil;
and not_from fome defemcelefs Expreffions, or Sentences
dropt by the by. But there is a Club lately formed,
who call themfelves Querifts, that feem pleafed with
- the contrary Method : "If they can find an unguarded
Word or Sentence, they prefently deduce a: Dolirine
. from it, which the Author’s gemeral Strain can prove
- was never by bim intended. When a figurative Ex-
pl;cﬁan, in @ Book to them difpleafing, will bear a fine
- Witticifm, or fatyrical Feer 5 if it cannot be call’d un-
- found Dolrine, they will make it horrid Nonfenfe ;
- and forhetimes firive to perplex Things that are plain
- enough 3 and feem. defirous to perfuade the World, that
_ fuch forced Meanings are the Author’s Principles.
. Thus they bave dealt by Mr. Whitefield 5 and thus
they may, perbaps, deal by this Sermon. For many
will bate and contradif? what they are unable to confute.
" ¢ But the Reader may fee what a perverfe Way of Rea-
Joning it would be, to affirm that a Kingdom is weak,
- becaufe there are fome depopulated Villages in it : et
~ after this Manner do the Querifts reafon. I can truly
Jay,: that it is an unpleafing Tafk to me, thus to cenfure
. any: But the Necelfity of it, in the prefent Cafe, is
plain, viz. That none may be impofed on to think a
Book is confuted, when fome Expreffions are cenfured in
the dforefaid Manner. Either let the diflatisfied Per-
. ] ) - C ﬁm;
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Jons rafe the Foundation on which I bave built 5 or,
§f that cannot be done, let them fhow, that the Super-
Srructure is not bailt upon the Foundation. In a Word:
‘They ought regularly to anfwer the Arguments I bave

“advanced. - Or, if they cannot, is it not reafonable to
-give due Altention to them "and not Vainly pun_on

- Words, orconfufe Paffages where the Meamng is plain
and obvious ?

There is one Thing further I would obferve to the
Reader, viz. That Religion has frequently been traducd
by its Enemies, -as the procuring Caufe of common Ca-
lamities : And accordingly, fome of our Oppofers do in-

" widioufly fpeak after this Manner, * That the Mifery
““ of an bard Winter bas been fent upon the Land as a
<« juft Fudgment for fuch a Devilith Work as bas been
< amonglt us.> I mention this the rather, becaufe it
is exaltly parallel to a Calumn_y which Heathen Oppo-
Jers cafp upon Chriftianity -in_the primitive Ages.
When a fore Famine was in the Roman Emgire, they
boldly [poke to this Purpofe, viz. “ That the Gods
« (for fuch was their Dialef?) had fent the Famme
¢ as a Punifhment on account of the Chriftians 3
and hence they thought it Fuftice to facrifice them, and -
appeafe their angry Deities by utterly deftroying the
Chrittian Race. By fuch Suggeftions the Devil firives
to imbitter the World againft the Pewer of Godlinefs :
We are not ignorant of his Devices, Wo to the In-
habitants of the Earth, for the Devil is come down
with great Wrath, becaufe he knows his Time is
fhort.  No doubt be will ere long, upon fome fuck Pre-
tence, perfuade bis Servants that it is not.fit fuch Fel
lows as we fbould live.  For thus bas be always done.
Ob that GOD may convince Oppofers who reafon thus!
For if they perfift, they will find to their Jad Experience,
that GOD will fend mot only temporal Calamities, but
eternal Woes on thofe who continue to defpife bis Work :
And will give his Witnefles Power to {mite the Earth
with all Plagues, as often as they will, Rev. xi. 4116.4
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And that not becaufe of the Progrefs of vital Piety, but
for the Contempt and Rejection of it : Tho® the ungodly
World, as they wreft the Scriptures, fo alfo they wreft
the Providences of GOD to their own Deftruition. Thus
were the Jews infatuated to interpret all the Progno-
Jhicks of their final Defolation, as Tokens of their com-
pleat Viltory. S
Reader, whoever thou art, of whatever Party, I
tell thee, (which is all the Affurance I can at prefent
.give) that my Defire and Prayer is, that thy immortal
Soul may reap Advantage from what I have written, '
by the Bleffing of GOD.  And if you will read it with
the fame Defire, without Prejudice, I prefume you will
acknowledge, that it does not feem to bave anmy other
Tendency.  Take it then, as a Token of my Love to thy
 Soul, And if GOD thy Maker does blefs it for the de-
Sigred End, give bim the Glory. And pray for

“Thy Soul’s Wellwither,

SamueL FinLEY.
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MaTTH. XII. 28,

But if I caft out Devils by the Spirit of GOD,
then the Kingdom of GOD is come unfo you.

"Y Brethren, if we look back into the Hi-
ftory of the Church, we may fee that
CHRIST?s Coming to it has not been fo

clear and evident, as not to be miftaken and reject- -
ed, even by his own profefling People ; He came to
bis own and bis own received bim not, Johni. 11,
And becaufe thisis the very Hinge whereon our eter-
nal Happinefs turns, every one muft fay, thatit con-
cerns us all to ftudy the fureft and cleareft Light in
this Matter, It deferves the moft folemn and ferious
Attention ; the moft calm and deliberate Confide-
ration ; the moft impartial and unprejudiced Exa-
mination ¢ Becaufe it is an Affair of eternal Mo-
ment, Itis no fleevelefs Errand I come to you a-
bout this Day; what I fpeak, will be in Remem-
brance to all Eternity. I come to fpeak for GOD,
who is here prefent as 2 Witnefs of my Intentions,
and agudge of the Truth of my Dottrine, and a
‘Witnefs of the Reception you give it. In the Fear
of this Great GOD let us both fpeak and hear. And
do not miftake me, asifI were {peaking for myfelf,
No ;3 I'afk not your Silver or Gold; 1 value not
your Applaufe or Difpraife ; nor do I defire from a
Party-Zeal, to wed you to an Opinion. I defire
none, no nota Brother, to join with me herein, un-
lefs he be joined to JESUS CHRIST ; or froma
Profpe&t that he may be joined to him. For, my
Principle is, That whoever are hypocritical Pre-
tenders, either Minifters or People, will, fooner or
later, take Offence, and be a Difhonour and a

‘Wound
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Wound to Religion, as Demas and Alexander.
you will miftake me, to your own Lofs it will be,
and your Blood will be upon your own Heads ; for
1 have endeavoured to prevent it, .

The Occafion of the Words of my Text you
will find by looking back to ‘ver. 22, where is re-
corded a great Miracle wrought by our LORD, vz,
Healing a Perfon poffefs’d by the Devil, blind and
dumb : So evident was it, that he both fpake and -
faw ; it could be no Delufion. In wver. 23. is ob-"
ferved the Effe® of this on the Multitude; they '
were amazed, and faid, Is #ot this the Son of David? .
They feemed well affected, and juft ready to ac--
knowledge this to be the Work of GOD, and to:
embrace CHRIST as the promifed Meffish, until
the Pharifees jumbled them all again. ~ For, no
doubt, they concluded, that if it were the Finger of
GOD, furely the pious Pharifees, who knew the
Law beft, and expounded it tothem, would notop-
pofe it. And therefore they turn their Eyes from
the Miracle to hear the angry Pharifees.

What could any think, ~but that this Miracle
would have put ’em for ever 'to Silence, and have
made even the Devil atlhamed to oppofe what was fo_
evident ? Or at leaft have fatisfied the People about
CHRIST, fo as they would not give Heed to the
Pbarifees. But, from the following Hiftory we
find it did neither. For when the Pharifees per-
ceived the Peaple’s Readinefs to embrace JESUS as
the Meffiab, they were afraid of the Confequence ;
for they knew their Credit muft theh fink, per-
ceiving that as many as were his warm Adberents,
difregarded them, and their unfearching, legal, un-
profitable, and powerlefs Dotrines,. And when
they could not deny the Matter of Fatt, they afcribe -
it to the Devil. And to prepoffefs and imbitter the
People effeually againft him, they call him, 7kis

' ' Fellow,
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- Felbow. A bltter Scoﬁ' a fatyrlcal Jeer, Mocking,
Laughlng at the Work of GOD, or its Promoters,
. calling it Enthufiafm or Folpy, will readily turn car-
- nal Hearts. againtt it ; and make them thrink from
itasa Ihameful Thing. Tbis Fellow, fay they, tho®

" *tis true he has caft out a Devil, yet that will not
prove him to be the Son of Da'uzd for the Devil
himfelf can caft out Devils ; do not "think the more
of him fer that ; for we can prove from the Scrip-
tures that he is not the Son of David, and confe-
- quently he muft be an enthufiaftic Fellow, in League:
with the Devil, and to obtain the Applaufe of igno-
rant People, he gets the Affiftance of the Devil to
caft out Devils. Oh how would this fhock the Peo-
ple, and raife their Averfion againft CHRIST ! to
hear - their own beloved Teachers painfully warn
them againft him as a Devilifb Fellow !

And alas! thus it has been with many at this
Day, when the Power of GOD has appearcd in the
Aflemblies, They have been put into fome Amazé-
ment, and ftunn’d about their own Cafe 3 have en-
tertain’d a favourable Opinion of the Work of GOD,
until they have heard other Minifters fpeak agam{’c
it; and by their Means, and the Devil’s Tempta-
tions, joined with the Plague of an unfanétified
Heart, have not only been jumbled, and turn’d
from it, but have turn’d aftually againft it. They
who to-day cry Hofanna, to-morrow, when embit-
ter’d by the Chicf Priefts, cry, Crucify bim. :

From wer. 25. we have our LORD’s Reply in
V,mdxcatlon of his Work from the falfe and mali-
cious Afperfions of his Oppofers. And hence his
Ambaffadors are taught to do the fame Thing ; to
juftify his Work, tho’ they fhould thereby caft Con-
tempt on all the Minifters on Earth. Why then,
will any make it an Objetion againft the Work of.
GOD, that we fpeak againft the Minifters who op-
pofe it ; fince its being his Work, will not only ju-

B ftify
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ftify usin fo doing, but alfo make it a neceffary Du.-
ty ? Therefore, after CHRIST’s Example I ought
to vindicate his Work ; nay, thereisa Wo to me if
I do not, tho’ it fhould coft me my Life ; tho’ it

fhould be to the everlafting Difgrace of all that OEe ,

pofe it, whether Minifters or People, Friends or
nemies, Relations or Strangers. Do not then mif-
take me, as if I fpoke from any perfonal Prejudice
againft any, while I profefs the contrary, while [
fhow a better’ Reafon for my fo doing. No; the
Perfons of many who are now Oppofers, are dear
to me, and never did me any Harm.

Our LORD refutes the Pbharifees, 1. From the
Inconfiftency of their Argument with buman Policy.
For whoever hasa Kingégom, and defires to preferve
it, wculd certainly take the moft probable Means
for that End : And fince the Safety of a Kingdom
confifts in the Unity of its Members, confequently
the contrary tends to its Overthrow. For if it were

divided againft itfelf, it would deftroy idfelf by in- .

“teftine Broils, and become an eafy Prey to a foreign
Enemy. Now, as Satan has a Kingdom, fo he has
. Policy enough to preferve it, and his Malice againft
GOD and Mankind is not leflen’d.  But if he would
forcibly caft out Devils in Confirmation of a Doc-
trine directly fubverfive of his Kingdom, furely we
muft think he has forgot his Policy, has laid afide.
“his Malice, is divided againft himfelf, is fet for the
Reformation of Hell, and confequently his King-
dom cannot long continue. '
2. He refutes *em from their Inconfiffency with
themfelves. For his Difciples and Followers, who
were fome of their Children, to whom they were
" more favourable, did caft out Devils in his Name,
And this the Pharifees had acknowledged was the
‘Finger of GOD; for fo much is imply’d in his fay-
ing, Therefore they fball be your Fudges. But when

it

‘hedid the fame by his own Authority, they faid.
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it was by the Devil. And therefore he ‘afks them,
If I by Beelzebub caft out Devils, by whom do your
Childreni caft them out 2 They caft out Devils, and
you acknowledge that it'is by the Power of GOD ;
I do the fame, and you fay, Itis by Beekzebub.
Why are you fo inconfiftent with yourfelves ?
‘When the Effeéts are the fame, by what Rule can
you -aflign quite contrary Caufes ? Tbercfore they
fball be your Fudges, i.e. They fhall bear Witnefs
againft your Partiality, fo that you fhall be con-
demned : [As we commonly fay fuch an Evidence
condemm’d a Man.] But on the contrary, if what
you fay will not bear Examination, then 1t will fol-
low, That I caft out Devils by the Spirit of Gods and
if fo, then it alfo follows, That the Kingdom of God
is come unto you. 'The Kingdom of GOD, 1. e. the
Meffiab’s Kingdom, the Difpenfation of the Gofpel,’
the Day of GOD’s Power: The LORD whom ye
Jought is come to bis Temple, and inftead of rejoicing
thereat, you reje@t his Kingdom againft yourfelves ;
inftead of praifing GOD for it, you are grieved that
it is come, and with it away again: Wo to you
that defired the Day of the LORD ; to what Pur-
pofe is it for you? You thought it would be clear
Day that you could not miftake it, whereas it is
- Darknefs, and not Light. It comes not with Ob-
fervation : Yet it is come #nto you 5 but that is all,
the Kingdom of GOD is not wizhin you. It is come
into the Hearts of others, but is only come #nto
‘your Ears.  However, what you fo long look’d for,
afqd p.rayed for, is come 3 if ye will receive it, re-
ceive it. ;

- Obferve. The Argument by which our LORD
proves that the Kingdom of GOD is come; is his’
cafting out Devils. And having proved, that this
could not-be the Work of the Devik, he infers, that
it muft be the #ork of GOD’s Spirit. And hence

concludes, That the Kingdom of GOD is come to
Ba them.




them: Hence then clearly follows this Doctrinal

Obfervation, viz.
That it is a fure Proof of a gracious Work of GOD's

‘Spirz't, when the Devil is caft out, by the Means of

true Gofpel-Dolirine.

 What Ichiefly intend by this Text is, 7o prove,

 That the Kingdom of GOD is come unto us at this Day.

Byt fome may fay, How does this Dotrine tend
to_prove it, feeing none poffefled of Devils are now
miraculoufly cured ? Therefore, toobviate this Ob-
jetion, I have chofen the following Method :

. L. I will frew, how it will appear that the Devil,
.. in fome Meafure, poffe[fes every unregenerate Soul.

 IL By what Marks it will be difcernable when be is

caft out. X
III. Prove the Doiirine.

IV. Show, That the Kingdom of GOD is come unto.

us at this Dayfl
And laftly, apph.

And Firft, I am to thow, How it will appear that

the Devil, in fome Meafure, poffeffes every unregenerate
Soul.

I am fenfible this muft be a fhocking Expreflion,
and no Wonder tho’ it be: And fome may take
Offence, and fay I fpeak in an unprecedented Strain,
and rafhly abufe Mankind. But do not conclude
either too haftily, until you have weighed my Rea-
fons. But firft I will premife, that I do not mean
he poffefles them fo, as to deprive them of the Ufe
of .the Powers or Faculties of Soul or Body, as he
did the Perfon mentioned in this Paflage of Scrip-
ture ; but only that he pofieffes them fo, as to per-

vert the Ufe of thefe Faculties to quite wrong Pur-

pofes.
Now,
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Now, let it be obferved, that this Perfon- is faid
to be poflefs’d by a dumb Spirjt, in Mark ix. 17.
by a Motonymy of the Effect, 4. ¢. the Spirit is faid
to be dumb from the Dumbnefs which he caufed in
the Perfon pofiefled by him. Now then, if he is
properly faid to poffefs thefe, whom he deprives of
their natural Sight, or Speech; the.fame Reafon will
hold of thofe whom he deprives,,of . their /piritual
Sight : And thus he deals by the Wicked, 2 Cor.
iv. 4. in whom the God of this World bas blinded their
Minds. And hence he is juftly faid to poffefs thofe
who do his Drudgery, as a Mafter poffeffes a Ser-
vant : For, fays the Apoftle, bis Servants ye are -
whom ye obey, Rom. vi. 16. _‘aﬁhefc then, in whom
he raifes luftful, adulterous Mqtipns, are juftly faid
to be pofieflied by an unclean Spirit, Matth. xii. 43.
As Aba?’s Prophets are faid to.be alted by a hing .
Spirit, 1 Kings, xxii. 22. The LORD JESUS fays
as much as I have faid, in Fobn viii, 44. where he
tells the unconverted Jews, 2¢ are of your Father
the Devil, This notes the Pofleflion he had of them,
as a Father poffeffes a Son. * In Epb. ii. 2. the Prince
of the Power of the Air, i. e. the Devil, is faid to
work in the Children of Difobedience, asaMan works,
and vends his Wares in a Shop which he poffeffes.
*Tis a proud Fondnefs to affect more Modefty than
CHRIST or his Apoftles. I may boldly fay, 4.
gracelefs Heart is the Devil’s Mint-Houfe, No Won-
der then, that it is a Forgery of Lies, Deceit, and .
Hypocrify ; or a.Cage of unclean and hateful
Thoughts ;5 a very Sink of Hellifo Wickednefs. For
why 3 the Devil is the God of 'this World, i. e. of un-
converted, worldly Men, of whatever Rank or Sta-
tion they be ; and he fets up his Kingdom in their
Hearts, in Oppofition to the GOD of Heaven. He
is faid to have flled the Heart of Anaeniasand Sapbira,
caufing them to lic againft the Holy Ghoft, 4%sv.
3. And can he fi#/ the Heart, and not poffefs it ¢

nd
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And is not every Liar a Child of the Devil, who
was a Liar from the Beginning, and the Father of
it? Fobn viii. 44. ' .

But if thefe Arguments fhould be thought infuf-
ficient, I will :;Ppcal to Matters of Fact. Take we
then a View of a carnal Heart; fuch as we have in

. Rom. i. 29, 30. and 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. Gal. v, 19,
20, and therein we fhall find, Al Unrighteoufnefs,
Fornication, Wickednefs, Covetoufnefs, Malicioufnefs,
Envy, Murder, Debate, Deceit, Malignity, Whi[per-
ing, Back-biting, Hatred of GOD, Pride, Boafling,
Defpite, Invention of evil Things, Difobedience to Pa-
rents, Ignorance, Blindmefs, Treachery, Cruelty, Hard-
beartednefs, Implacabilityy Unmercifulnefs, ldolatry,
Adultery, Effeminacy, Sodomy, Thefts, Drunkennefs,
Mockery of what is good, Extortion, Unclean Lufis,
Wantonnefs, Lafcivioufnefs, Witchcraft, Hatred, An-
ger, Emulations, Wratb, Strife, Seditions, damnable
Herefies, Hypocrify, and many more fuch like. O
Sinner ! look at thy Picture, and fee what a deform-
ed Creature thou art ; but withal confider, that the
half is not told. Now, to whom fhall we attribute
thefe Works ? Would not any of you fay, that
GOD never implanted fuch curfed Qualities in you
as thefe ? and would you not rather aicribe them to
the Devil, than to yourfelves ? And if thefe Things
be in you, what is the Confequence ? Surely, bis
Servants ye are to whom ye yield Obedience. 1f you .
are angry, and hate me for telling you fo, do you
not prove what I fay 2 For, he that bateth another
Man, is a Murderer, 1 John iii. 15. And is not
Murder a Work of the Devil, who was a Murderer
from the Beginning ? And hence he is faid to be in
Danger of Hell-Fire, who calls another Fool, thro’
Rancour and Malice, Matth. v. 22, Thusitap*
pears, that the Devil poffeffes every unregenerate ®

Soul.
= : ' . But
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But fome may fay, I have never been guilty of -
thefe A&ions merftioned, 'and confequently the De-
vil has never had Pofleflion of me. -

But tho* you have not been actually guilty of 2l
thefe; yet of as many of them, as will prove all
that I fay.- But if you would make a due Eftimate
of your Heart, you muft look on it, as containing
the Seeds of all the Wickednefs any Mortal has
ever been guilty of: For, tho’ the inborn Cor-
ruptions of fome are feveral Ways reftrained from
breaking out into Action ; yet, until the Heart be
* renewed by Grace, it is ftill under the Power of Sin.

Thofe who have been greatly reformed in Externals,
and afterwards turned openly profane, are a Proof
“of this. Befides; the Apoftle teaches us. the fame
Thing, in Epb. ii. 3. while-he puts himfelf, and
others who were then Chriftians, in the fame Rank .
with the worft of Sinners, before their Converfion.
Notwithftanding his blamelefs Life, yet he is in the
fame Rank with thefe who were dead in Trefpaffesand
" Sins, in whom the Prince of the Power of the Airdid
work. Among whom we all bad our Converfation in
Times paft --- and were by Nature “the Children of
Wrath, even. as others.— We need no more wonder
why many moral knowing Men do vehemently op-
pofe the Work of GOD. ' .
Now, fince thefe are the Evidences of a Soul pof-
fefled of Satan 5 the contrary Charaéters muft be en-
graven on it by the Spirit of GOD, when Satan is
* caft out. : : L

And hence we may the more eafily know, in
~ The Second Place, By what Marks it will be dif~
cernable when a Soulis freed from the Poffeffion of Satan.

And this will be difcernable, 1. T» the Perfons
themfelves, 2. To other Chriftians. 3. In fome
. Meafure to the Gracelefs World. S

‘ And
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And 1. The Perfons themfelves may know = Far,
- when the Spirit of GOD comes to caft out Sazan,
~ he convinces of 8in, of Rightecufnefs, and judgmei;t.
He firft removes their natural Blindnefs ; and they
- fee themfelves to be all that I have defcribed them
to be, and worfe. Then they can feclingly fay,
with Paul, 1 know that in me dwells no good Thing!
For the Holy Ghott fets home the Law with Power
upon their Confciences, in tlre fpiritual Meaning and
Extent of it ; and they fec it is exceeding broad, di-
re€ting, not only to the Maker, but alfo to the
Manner of their Services ; and extending, not only
to all their Words, and all their A&ions, but alfo
to all their Thoughts. - By this Means, they per-
~ ceive thefe Things to be Sins which they little
thought of before. They fee they have never given
the Law its Due in any one Inftance of Life, in
Thought; Word, or Deed. The Ignorance, Pride,
Selfithnefs, Hypocrify, Slothfulnefs, €¢. that were
- mixed with their beft Doings, are opened to their
-View, and they behold a whole World of Iniquity.
But further,  they fee the heinous Nature of Sin,
how hateful, -how contrary to the Nature of GOD.
Alfo the dreadful Confequences of it ; the infinite
- Power and Juftice of GOD engaged againft ’em for
it ; the burning Hell they are expofed to on account
of it; the glorious Heaven they lofe by it; and
withal their own utter Inability to éxpiate the Guilt

of the fmalleft Sin. Their. natural Stupidity and’

Carelefnefs is alfo remov’d ; they are exceedingly
diftreffed, and can be no longer eafy ; nothing will
quicet them but an affured Token of GOD’s Favour
~and pardoning Grace. Thus he convinces of Sin;

-and they muft needs know what they are convinced:

of. , v :
“Then the Holy Ghoft opens up the ‘Scriptures,
and reveals to their fainting Souls the Scripture-Me-

thod of Salvation by the Righteoufnefs of CHRIST ;
"~ and

’
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and makes them fee, thattho’ they have no heaven-
ly Beauty, Wifdom, or Righteoufnefs, yet CHRIST
is all they can want or defire : Fhey  are {o furely
convinced of this, that they as little doubt of his
Righteoufhefs, as of their own Sins. They can
venture their Souls, their eternal Happinefs, upon
the Truth ¢f the Gofpel ; they do not at all doube
of Life ir CHRIST, i they could but win hiny
and be found in him. They fee the Excellency of -
this Method of Salvation, and the abfolute Necef-
fity of this perfect Righteoufnefs. TFhen they are
convinced, that as heis a compleat, fo he is alfo %
willing Saviour, and will refufe none that come to
him. Thus they are convinced of Righteoufnefs ;
and can they be convinced of any Thing, and not
know that they are convinced of it ¥
Further, their native Pride is brokenidown 3 theie
hard Hearts are melted, and their obftinate Will
made pliable, and cheerfully confent totake CHRIST
for Wifdom, Righteaufnefs, Saniifieation and Re-
demption.  Fhen he is lovely' above all Things, the
Chiefeff amongft ten TFhowfand in their Efteeny,
He is their Choice, their Drlight, their Happinefs,
the Center of all their Affetions, the Ground of
their Hopes and Joys. They cannot be fatisfied
without a Senfe of his Prefence ; they are troubled
when he hides his Face. Inftead of a flavith Ter<
ror and-Horror of Confcience, they are fometimes
filbd with inward Peace and Confolation, and Joy
m the Holy Ghoft: Then is the Power of Sin bros
ken, and the Life is reforined to better Purpofe
than ever it was before. They love what they for-
merly loathed ; and hate what they loved. Stri€
Holinefs is lovely, GOD’s" Laws are fweet to their
Souls 5 they delight in réligious Exercifesy in religi~
ous Company, and fpiritual Conferefice, inftéad of
wanton Frolicks #nd vain Mirth. Inftead of Pride,
Covetoufttefs, outragious Paffions, Fiatred aud
' C Wrath-
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~ Wrathfulnefs 3 they have Humility, Meeknefs and

Gentlencfs, Love to the People of GOD, Love to

their Enemies, a generous Contempt of earthly
Things, Heavenly-Mindednefs.  Inftead of carelels
Lives, there is a Watch upon their very Thoughts.
They daily mourn under a Senfe of their daily Mif-
carriages, and grieve at the inborn Corruptions
which they feel in their Souls. Thus they fight un-
der CHRIST’s Banner, againft the Devil, the
World, and the Fleth, Thus they are convinced
of ]udgment ; for whoever have felt thefe Things,
may know, That the Prince of this World is judged :

Or, in other Words, that the Devil is caft out.
Fobn xvi. 11,

. 2. This will be difcernable to other Chn(hans,
and that by Analogy, or Comparifon of Experiences :

For, tho’ the: Work of GOD may differ in fome
Circumftances in the Bcgmmng 3 yet in Subftance it
is the fame; and when it is wrought, is juft the

fame in all 5 there is but one Faith and one Spirit.

Real Chriftians have all the fame Defires, the fame
Fears, the fame paffionate Breathings of Love to
GOD and CHRIST, the fame Purfuits after Holi-
nefs, and Mortlﬁcatlon of Sin ; the fame Complaints,
the fame Joysand Comforts 3 the fame Supports and
Encouragements : Caft down and raifed up on the
very fame Accounts; have the fame Savour, Tafte
_and Relith of divine Things. There is an Onenefs
among them, a Fcllow-Feeling of one another’s
Grievances, a Bearing of one another’s Burdens.
This endears them to one another above the deareft
gracelefs Relations. Now, ’tis from this Samenefs
of Experiences that their Knowledge of one another
procecds. When they tell each other what GOD
has done for their Souls, they underftand one an-
other fweetly ; and the one fees himfelf in the other’s
Heart whenit is told him. - As a Traveller (making
Allowance for Similitudes) will know that anori:;

et e maa m = e oL T R ——
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has travelled the fame Road, by his exa& Defcripti-’
on of particular Places; and can diftinguith betwe:n
him and another that has only read the Geographi-
cal Defcription of it, by the ditferent Remarks they
will unavoidably make. And what tho® fome Hy-
pocrites may be taken for Chriftians, and fome
weak Chriftians miftaken too 5 yet particular Excep-

tions do not break general Rules :  The Body of Hy- -

gocritcs and Chriftians will not be fo eafily miftaken
y experienced judicious Chriftians, as carnal Peo-
ple imagine. For tho” many gracelefs Perfons may
learn to talk of Chriftian Experiences, yet they will
generally bewray their Ignorance in fome Thing or
other, that every real Chriftian knows, when they

- come clofe to the Point. But ftill they will want that

Power, and Relith, and Savour of divine Things,
which are inimitable. And hence the Apoftle, in
1 Cor. iv. 19, 20. fays, [ will know, not the Words
of fuch an one, but the Power 5 for the Kingdom of
GOD confifts not in Word, but in Power. So every

‘real Chriftian can diﬁingui{h between Words and

Power 3 or elfe the fame Apoftle would have in
vain dire&ed them to turn away from fuch as had the

FORM, bdut denied the POWER of Godlinfs, 2

Tim, iii. 5. * Now, if in exprefs Words the Power

‘were denied, the Form would be wanting; and

therefore it muft be fuch as have the Form, and in
‘Words confefs that Power of Godlinefs, from whom

. Chriftians muft turn away, anly becaufe they bave

not this Power, But how could this be done, unlefs
they could diftinguith between the Form and the
Power ? But this they can do; for,” whoever has
had the Spirit and Prefence of GOD, cannot but

‘know when he wants it, and when he has it and

knowing what Emotions of Heart he has in fuch

and fuch Frames, he will the more readily difcern,

when another fpeaks, prays, or preaches with the
fame Relifh of divine Things 5 as he that has felt the
C2 Paffiong
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Paffions of Anger, Love or Joy, will the more rea
dily obferve the Symptoms of them in another.
And a fpiritual Obje is as difcernable to a fpirjpual
Man, as anatural Objet toa natural Man. Bat the
natural Man, who is fpiritually blind, cannot pof-
fibly perceive the fpiritual Object, cannot favour the
Thingsof GOD. But a Chriftian cannot but know,
when another fpeaks fkiifully, feelingly, and di-
ftintly of his own Cafe ; and alfo when it is igno-
rantly, infipidly, indiftinttly, and powerlefsly 1po-
ken of. And hence the Apoftle fays, 7be fpiriiual
Man judgeth all Things, yet be bimfelf is judged of no
Man, 1 Cor. ii, 15. That is, he can difcern {fpiri-
tual Things, and is beft able to judge of fpiritual
Perfons 3 yet he is not to be judged, as to his Ex-
eriences, by a natural Man ; becaufe the natural
Man is nota fit or proper Judge of fpiritual Things,
feeing he underftands them not.— Now thefe inter-
-nal Evidences of a Work of GOD, can ncver be
reprefented to the Underftandings of fuch who
have never felt them, any more than Light or Co-
Jours to one born blind ; he wants Proof that there
is Light, and afks how we can know it ; we can on-
ly tell him that the Light comes attended with its
own Evidence, and by the Light we fee Light.
Joft foic is here: Carnal Perfons have a great ma-
ny Exceptions againft this Doétrine 3 they wonder
how we can pretend to judge of the State of others;
and will tell us, ?7e take GOD’s Prerogative upon us
20 judge the Hearts of Men; whereas we only judge
them from what appears to us, in {o far as we know
of their Manner of Life and Chriftian Experiences.
And henceitis, thatwhenever GODopens the Eyes
of any, they foon fee what Company to join with.
Hence likewife it is, that Chriftians cannot but
judge thefe to be gracelefs, who oppofe, diflike, or
fhow Ignorance of thofe Things which they know
to be the Things of the Spirit of GOD. ~ When
‘ e SR R B ey
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they tell them fo, they call it Hatred and Rages
but this Do&rine proves that it is not.— Hence we
may alfo infer, That thefe Perfons, who have fuffi
cient Qpportunity of knowing the Lives of Profef-
fors, and yet fee no Diffcrence among fuch asfeem
to have an equal Quantity of Morality, and Head-
Knowledge 5 Ifay, this Doctrine will prove thefe
to be blind themielves. No doubt Pharifee-Teach-
ers will afk, Are we blind alfo 2 However, from
hence we fee how the Work of GOD in cafting out
Satan, is difcernable to Chriftians. They can fay with
Peter, Let others think and fpeak as they will, yet
e believe and are fure that this is the Work of GOD.
For when they perceive that GOD works the fame
Things in others as in themfelves, it confirms their
Belief of it. Indeed gracelefs Perfons cannot be fo
certain 3 as appears by their frequently falling away
in all Ages, when Perfecution, or other Offences
come; and the Reafon is, becaufe thefe internal E-
vidences can never be reprefented to them; for if
young Chriftians would tell to them their Experi-
ences, they would account them Gibberith and Foole
ifhnefs. But,

3. The Work of GOD may be difcernable to
them alfo; and that by fuch Evidences as carry in
them a Probability that the Devil is caft out. Nay,
according to their gwn Principles they are obliged
to believe it : For their protefled Principle is, to
judge every Man a Chriftian who is moral and or- -
thocox : And tho’ they be not competent Judges of
Chriftian Experiences, from whence they might
have a Certzinty of the Work of GOD ; yer there
are other Marks that are level to their Capacities,
from whence they may have a Probability. As,
when he that was formerly a Drunkard, livésa fober
Life : When a vain, light and wanton Perfon be-
comes grave and fedate : When the Blafphemer be-
comes 3 Praifer of GOD : When Laughteris turped
o into
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into Mourning; and carnal Joy into Heavinefs 5 and
that profefledly on account of their Soul’s Conditi-
on : - When the Ignorant are filled with Knowledge
in divine Things, and the Tongue that was dumb in
the Things of GOD, fpeaks the Language of Ca-
naan : When the Erroncous are become Orthodox
in fundamental Points : When fuch as never mind-
ed any Religion, do make Religion their only Bufi-
nefs : When bufy Marthas, and covetous World-
lings do neglect their worldly Concerns to feck after
GOD?’s Ordinances. Now, thefe Things, and fuch
like, are difcernable to thofe who are gracelefs
-and according to their own Rules, they ought to
judge that,the Devil is caft out.

. Thirdly, It will be eafy from hence, to prove the
. Docirine, viz. That it is a fure and infallible Proof of
@ gracious Work of GOD’s Spirit, when the Devil is
caft out by Means of true Gofpel-Dolrine.

For, if the Devil poffeffes every carnal Heart in
the Manner as has been proved, then he muft be
caft out by One ftronger than himfelf 5 but Man is
not ftronger. And if Satan would caft out Satan,
as a Confirmation of a Dodrine dire@tly fubverfive
of his Kingdom, he would be divided againft him-
felf ; which is contrary to his Policy, and Enmity a-
gainft GOD and Mankind. And confequently, 7%
caft bim out, muft be the Work of GOD’s Spirit, who
alone can fpoil him of his Armour, viz. Ignorance,
vicious Defires, Blindnefs of Mind, Hardnefs of
Heart, Unbelief, Errors, Prefumption, and carnal
Security, by which he trufted to barricade and forti-
fy himfelf againft the Power of GOD, and live
peaceably in the carnal Heart.

Befides, to attend the Ordinances of GOD, to
wait on him at his Houfe of Prayer, inftead of a
Tavern or Play-houfe; to frequent Chriftian Socie-
: ‘ ties 3
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ties; to defire Chriftian Converfation, inftead of
Balls, Dances, Frolicks, and Merry-Meetings of
Good-Fellows ; toftudy Holinefsin Heart and Life 3
to mourn bitterly for Sin, and hate it; to feek the

" Favour and Prefence of GOD, and Tokens of his

Love; to be reftlefs about the State of their Souls,
fo as nothing will quiet them but Affurance of Par-
don; to love GOD, and rejoice in CHRIST JE-
SUS above all Things, &¢c. Now, I fay, to do
thefe Things are not the Works of one that hath a
Devil. And if it were the Work of Man, if he
were the moral Caufe of Converfion, then furely,
the learned and elaborate Difcourfes, the moral
Reafonings, the harmonious and eloquent Preach-
ing of the Clergy, would have ftill perfuaded Man-
kind to itin every Age. Buton thecontrary, fince
thefe Characters, and the Properties before defcribed,
are contrary to the Natureand Purfuits of Saza7, ard
above the Power of both Men and Devils to effle@™;
and only within the Power of GOD, agreeable to
his Word, his Nature and Perfeftions : Then it un-
avoidably follows, That they are the Work of his
Spirit. ' , o

All that remains now of the Doétrinal Part, is,

Fourtbly, Ta prove, That the Kingdom of GOD is
come unto us at this Day. .

' Oh the joyful Sound ! Unto us, upon whom the
"Ends of the World are come! Surely all that hear
me will rejoice, if I can make it appear.

. That there has been a great religious Commotion
in the World in our prefent Day, is fo evident,
‘that it cannot be denied : But there has been'a
Murmuring among the People 3 fome faying, That
GOD is with us of a Truth ; that the Day-fpring
from on high has vifited us 3 and the Day-ftar has

’ rifen



[ 24] .
rifen in many Hearts: Others faying, Nay, itis
all Dcceity, or Delufion, or the Work of the Devil,
But that CHRIST is come to his Church, will
appear; I prefume, in the Judgment of any confi-
dering Perfon, if I can make thefe Thingsappear :

1. That the Church was in the fame Circum-
ftances as when he us’d to vifit it.

2. If the Manner of his Coming be in Subftance
the fame. o

3. If the Treatment he meets with be the fame.

4. - If the Confequences and Effe&s be the fame,

5. If the Attempts and Objections made dgainft
Bim be the fame, And, ina Word,

If the Devil be caft out by Means of true Gof=
pel-Do&rine.  And,

" 1. As to the Circumftances of the Chatch : He
always came when it needed a Reformation, evenin
the Judgment of gracelefs Profeffors; when Reli«
l§ion dwindled into an enipty Form, and Profeffors

ad loft the Life and Power of Godlines; in a
Word, when there was Midnight-Darknefs, and
- little Faith tobe found on the Earth, Thus it was
when he came in the Fleth ; when hefent St.: Athe-

nafus, Lutber and Calvin, and at the Reformation of -

Scotlind. We find the gracelefs Fews. prayed for
~ the Diy of the LORD, in A#mosv. t8. And hence
were our Pulpits filled with feemingly devout Pray-
ers for a Revival of Religion, and Confeflions of its
decayed State. And what had we lately buta dry
Formality? Did not all in general feem' to be at
Eafe in Zion, and in niuch Peaceabout the State of
their Souls? How few were afking the Watch-men,
What of the Night ? The Lives of Profeflors, care-
lefs, unholy, unguarded; Ordinancesattended, D-
ties performed, Sertnons preached, without Life or
Power, and as lictle Succefs. Was not worldly
Difcourfe our mutual Entertainment at our folemn

I Affembtics

PPN
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Affemblies on Holy-days?" Thus in Darknefs and
Security ‘were we: And /ike People, like Prief.
"2, As to. the Manner of his Coming; it never;
was in fuch a Manrnier as carnal Perfons imagined ;.
but ftill unexpeéted, “and out of the common Way..
And this is a neceffary Confequent of the State of
the Church : For fince he comés in'a dark Time,,
we may eafily conclude, that the Manner thereof is’
unobferv’d at firft. He muft needs come unawares,
when a carnat ' World have forgotten and do ne-’
gle¢ him ; and do not know him, or the¢ powerful’
Operations of his Spirit until they feel them. For
tho’ they may pray for the Day of the LORD, yet,
they know it ‘not when it comes, and fo do not
know what they afk, Amos v. 18. Now, by this
Means he comes always quite crofs to the Inclina-
tions of the ‘Clergy, who are generally funk in Car-".
nality, as well as the People. And as a Confe-
quence of this, the Minifters by whom he works,
have always at firft been few: And thus the Work-.
appears the more eminently to be his own, the lefs,
probable that the Inftruments appear. Thus it was,
when he came in the Flefh. He came indeed out of
Bethlebem, but 'in a méan Condition ; and after--
wards unperceivably changing his"Place, was mif- |
taken. 'When he enter’d on his publick Miniftry,
it was not according to the Traditions of the Fa-
thers ; for ‘we find they were furprized in Lukeiv. |
when he began to expound the Scriptures, being -
neithér a’ Scribe nor Pharifee. And the People
not being ufed with fuch clofe and particular Appli- .
cdtions, could not bear his new Methods. Pafling
by the eftablithed, but proud, bigotted, gainfaying,
Clergy, he chufes Twelve unlearned, unpolifhed |
Men, moft of them Fifhers; and gave them a
Commiffion to preach. the Gofpel, without confult- -
ing the Sankedrim about fuch unprecedented Proceed-
ifgs. Thus was his Coming dark and crofs to
‘ D them,
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- them.— Now, in our Days’ the Parallel is. plain,
for fuppoling the preferit Commotion to be the
Work of GOD :* Every one knows how ¢rofs it is
to the Inchinations of the Clergy. Surely, our Op-
pofers will confefs, they neither did, nor do expect
Religion to be revived in fuch a Manner, while
there are fo' many Things in- their Opinion wrong.
Surely, it is a dark Day to them, and no Light in
it ; many of them know not what to make of it, by
their own Confeflion. We all know how few its
Propagators are ; and they fay, that moft of us are
unlearned: But do they not, by the by, bewray
themfelves herein ? For, if unlearned, they muft
have the lefs Rhetorick and Oratory ; and confe-*
quently the lefs able to bring fuch Things to pafs.
If it were the Work of Man, a fuperior Power of
Man would overthrow it.--- In 2 Word, the Paral-
1€l holds in every Thing, only our Manner of Li-
cenfing is not unprecedented. - .

* 3. The Treatment he met with : As a native
Confequence of his coming in fo dark and mean a
Condition, and crofs to the Minds of the Clergy ;
he wasrejected by them, and by many of the Noble
and Mighty after the Fleth 5 who imbitter’d againft
him as many People as they could influence. And
as a2 Confequence of his being difown’d by thefe, he.
was chiefly followed by what we call the Mo, the
Rabble, the common and meaner Sort. And being
difown’d by the felf-righteous Moralifts, was fol-
low’d by the openly Profane, the Publicans and Har-
lots : For heis ftill fet for the Rife and Fall of many
iri Jfrael ; and many who thought themfelves firf,
and were cfteemed fo by others in the Dark, did
fhow themfelves to be Zg2. Thus it was when he
came in the Fleth ; rejected by the Clergy fo ge-
nerally, and by the Noble and Wife, that it was
faid, Have any of the Rulers or Pharifees believed on
bim 2 No : But this People who know not the La'z:; :

B Lo o ’a
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are accurfed.-=- Juft fo is he treated by the fame .
Ranks of Perfohs ap this Day. May I not atk,
Have any of the Rulers, have any of the Minifters
embraced “the prefent Work 2 Do they not rathet
prepoffefs and imbitter the carnal People againft it
And - many who fecaied firf in Religion, .are they
not becomne the very /4#, and the o, firf? For
our Oppofcrs c’onfe&_of) their own” Accord, That##
" is only the ighorant fRdﬁ)ble’tbdt’embrate it 5 many of
which never minded any *Religion, ind fo do not know
the Law. - Sure they who know thé Law might
know, that it is a good Proof of a Day of GOD’s
. Power, ‘when the Poor bave the Gofpel preach’d to
them, -and'fo receive it, Marth. %i." 5. - Might they
not know ‘that our 1:ORD ufed this Argument?
Ard alfo, thay GOD thufes foolifb Things to confound -
the Wife ? --But ‘they muft confefs, that tho’ there
bc'hot-in'anjr,'yét;”gdry to GOD! there are fome
of the-#7fe, “and Mighty, and Noble oh our Side..”
' 4. *Th&€ESfeéts and Confequentes of his Coming
As-a Confequence of the firong Oppofition of the
Cletky;' ahd others ‘of their Adherents, againft
- him’;"‘tontrary to their own Intentions, . their Speak-
ing of him} was a Means of fetting the People on the
Search 3 and Numbers flock’d ‘aftér him, to liear
thefe- neww -Doffrines, and mew Methodsy' and were
then caught in the Gofpel-net ;' As many as were
ordainied to eternal’ Life, believed. . Thus in- Fobn
vii. 11. €9 feq. the Pharifees fpeaking againft him,
put him in the People’s Minds, wht began to talk
of him. ‘His Audiences wete ‘often deeply affected §
and frequently divided between hith and the Clergy *
And hence 'we o ofren read, that there was a Divi-
Jion among: the People. - He never came to fend Peacs
on the Earth, but a Sword, and Divifion, luke xif.
51--58.-+ Juft fo it has béen in our Pay. Many
¢an fay by ‘Expetience, that. their Attention ‘and
Curiofity ‘was raifed by Means of the Contmdi(ﬁ:iol‘isf
AER D2 . ©
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of their Minifters.  And hence we have feen unufual
Numbers going to hear the Word like thirity Flocks;
and heard a great Mourning, like the Mourning of
‘Hadadrimmon. in the Valley of Megiddm. Alfo,
there has been a Divifion amo,né the People ; fome
i'p'r'aiﬁ.ng GOD for what their Eyes have feen, and
their Ears heard, and their Souls felt ; others going
away mocking, contraditing, blafpheming.
.. Anothier Effe@® was, the breaking down of Bi-
gotry 5 partly as a native Confequence of the At-
gention of all Parties being raifed to come and hear 3
and partly by the Example and Diretions of
CHRIST and Lis Followers. Thus he freely con-
verfed, eat and drank, with different oppofite Par-
ties, Jewsand Samaritans, Publicays and Pharifees;
and juftified his fo doing from the Need there  was
of it, that all might come freely and reap Benefit,
And the Apoftle in Phil. iii. t5, 16, advifes real
Chriftians who hold the Foundation, to walk . toge-
ther in fuch Things as they are agreed in; for in -
Things wherein they are difagreed they canpot.
And juft fo our Opgoikrs confefs it to be. now,
while they accufe Us for holding Commupion with
different gociétics, and would infinuate, that we.do
fo from fome politick Defign : Indeed there is. this
Policy in it,, to gain fome by any Means, and. make
a Party for JESUS CHRIST. X ‘
. 5. The Artempts: As a Confequence of the
People’s following CHRIST or his Ambaffadors,
and difregarding the Clergy, the latter always at-
tempted to overthrow the new Scheme: Were (1.)
unwearied in forming mifchievous Devices againft
him ; would tell the People they had an Impofture,
and were deluded and deceived ; followed him for
no other End but to find fomething to cavil aty
wrefted both his'Words and Adions to find Mat=
ter of Accufation. (2.) They were unfausfied ;
for after they had been bufy all along, they ”ﬁag;,

. /3
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What do we'? q.-d, 'We ‘have been too' flack and
cowardly 5 come lgt us beftir-ourfelves, and not fuf-
fer all to be overturned ; we hive prevailed nothing'
asyet, i(3.), Their Attempts were-ftill unfaceefsful,
and always tended to promote the Caufe they were
fet to baffle:- The* ftill they are bufy, yet are con-
{cious they prevailinothing. ;. Thus, when the Seribes
and Pharifees- fought CHRIST at: the Feaft, Fobn
- vil. 11. they puthim.in the. People’s Minds, who

firaight begen 40 talk of him, fome good, fome
evil - When the Pharifees pedceived this, they for-
bid them to fpeak of him either good or il ;. for fo
much is implied in thefe Words, Howbeir, no AMam
fpoke apenly of Bin for fear of the Fews. They hoped
that the Thowghts of CHRIST" would wear out of
the People’s Migds thro' Time; — Juft thus do the
Qppofers nqw tak Tittle. It can be made appear, -
kaw Campanies..of Minifters’ and' People have met™
together in g private Manner, to confulthow they
might fupprefs the pew Schewie, and what they could
fhy againdtiit s+ “And indeed: thein. Cavils; -and the
Spirit with which they arenrged, -do plainly -fliow,
that they rathet defire Matter -of Accufation, thas
that they really eve it. How dothey twift and
wrelt both the Wards and- Aftions, and magnify
the Blemithes of thofe -‘who ftand up far the Work
of GOD? [f they can findanunguarded Expreffion,

hey draw what. herrid Confequences from. it th
can, and then affirm that this is' the Man’s .Prin~
ciples®. They ‘want fome plaufible Pretence to
blind the Pegple;  And they 'are.yet faying, Wlaa
do we 2 -~ And ¥ could fhow, were it neceffaryy
how every Iaftance-of Oppofition againft th prefent
Work, have all been turn’d: to. its" Advantage, Ohs
that they would confider whom they fight againft!
for GOD is with us of 2 Truth. . And:now forte of

® For Proof of all this fec the Querifis,
. - them
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them beg for Peace, and would have us be filent a-

bout thefe controverted Things; ‘that thcy may

wear out of Mind. Their afking Peace and Quiet--
pefs has an Afpeét pleafing to the Fleth, and looks

plaufible :- But GOD forbid that we hould ceafe to-

proclaim his wondrous Deeds, to humour the Ene-
" mies of his Work! No; let us tell them abroad

more loudly, tho’ it gall the Confciences, and tor-
ment the Minds of all the Oppofersion Earth,’ Rev."
xi. 10.. Thus far we are.ona ﬁtaight Parallel by

the Confeffion' of our Oppofers. NI

6. The Obje&ions made agamﬂ: l'um, are the'

fame as ufual. For,

(1.) The Pharifees objc&cd leorder to our.

LORD, and his Apoftles. How often are they dc-
cufed of not walking according to the Traditiors ‘of
the Elders ? And our Oppo(g ers fay, -This cannot’
be the Work of GOD, becaufe not according: to-
their Order : Butthey have not proved, that GOD
Is obliged to work by their Rules, -

(2.) When our LORD and his ‘Apoftles pleadcd
for free Grace, they were called Enemies to Mofes
and the Law ; and he was often call’d a’ Bla@he-ner
So the prefent Oppofers of GOD’s “"Work, accufe
fome of us of fpeaking againft the Law, and call us
tinomians 3 and tug and ftrive, by wreftiig both
the Words and Intentions of fome of cuir Brethren,:
to prove them Blafphemy *. He bath fpoken Blaf
pbemy, why bear ye bim 2

‘(3.) It was objetted to our LORD and-his A-
pottles, that they held Communion with Perfons of
different Societies; Hence they ftumbled, -becaufe
he kept Company with Publicans, and Samaritans,
and Simmers. And thought; had he -been fo much
as a common Prophet, he would have known better
what Company to keep ; and hence concluded; he

* Secthe Querifts, p. 9.
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could not poflibly -be the CHRIST.-- So’ our Op:
pofers-fay, that we bring the Church into Confufion
by a mix’d Communion -of différent Perfualions,
who yet hald .the Foundation. And further they
atk, Why thefe who were of no: religious Society,
are fond of this new Scheme* 2 Why eateth your Ma~
Jter with Publicans and Sinners ? He that pretends to
be fo good a Man, why does he keep fuch bad Com-
pany ? They feem now to think it unjuft, that Perfons
who never did fo much in Religion as they, .thould
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven before them.

" (4.) It is objetted to us, that this Commotion
rends the Church ; divides . Congregations and Fa-
milies ; fets People at variance; makes them harfh
and cenforious, So we hear Tertullus, Als xxiv. 5.
accufe Paul as a peflilent Fellow, a Mover of Sedition,
a Profaner of the Temple. 'The Pharifees, Fobn ix..
44. afk in a four Manner, Are we blind alfo? Doft
thou judge us to be blind too fo rathly ? And E/s-
jab, becaufe a Son of Thunder, tho® he'was the
moft peaceable, yet he muft needs be call’d a Troubler
of Ifrael, in 1 Kings xviii. 17. And, in a Word,
both they and we are Turners of the World upfide-
down, Subverters of .Peace and Church-Govern--
ment, and the like. ‘Read Luke xii. 51--57.. Sup-
pofe ye, fays CHRIST, that I am come to fend Peace
on the Earth ? I came not to fend Peace but a Sword ;- .
to divide a Family againft iifelf.--- Why cannot.our -
prefent Oppofers difcern the Signs of , THESE
TIMES 2 ' \ :
. (5.) The prefent Oppofers fay, they do notquar-
rel with the Work of GOD 3 no, far be it from
" them'; but.only with thefe Diforders. So, in Fobn -
x. 33. the Fews fay, For a good Werk we fione thee
not : Noj far be ‘it from us, do not fo miftake us, -
~we would be ready to encourage every Thing that

» * '_Q}‘”z laft l.’aige. _
b has
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has the: Appearance of Plety ; *tis not for ﬂ'&,gm:r |
orks,

Works, oat for Blafpbemy. But his good

inftead of procuring -their Favour, did raife their
Envy: And tho’ they would not be fo' barefaced
before the People ;' yet they could willingly have
embrued their Hands in his Blood, for no other
Crime but his good Works ; becaufe he fo far out- .
fhined them. But on account of the People, they
muft firft find fome plaufible Pretence againft him.
They took no Notice, or laid no Strefs on his Mi-
 racles ; were never fatisfied with all the Evidences
‘he gave them ; their common Queftion was, Hbat
Sign fheweft thou ? Tho’ they feemed refdlved not
to be fatisfied with any Sign. They ftill found Ex-
ceptions againftall his Works; and when they could:
not deny the Matter of Fat, they afcribed it to the:
Devil fometimes. How:often do they afk the Man'
born:blind, how- he received his Sight ? and - would-
willingly have denied that he was blind: How ear-

neft were they to find fome Flaw or other?” And'.

when they could find none, they puta religious
Face upon their Envy';- exhort the Man to give
GOD the Glory, but notto mind JESUS; for
they were fure he was a Sinner. --- Juft fo it is now-
a-days toa Tittle. Our Oppofers have no End of’
afking for Evidences; without taking Notict of the .
Power of GOD, that hasdppear’d in the Affémblies
or.on the Lives of Men: - They ftill mufter up Ob-
jections, and harp only on what they call Diforder.
They gather a great many of their Exceptions to--
her, and then afk, if thefe Itregularities' be the
Work of GOD. Without obferving the deep Con- -
cern that Souls feem to be under, they only afk about -
- the Fits and Convulfions that 'their Sorrow throws -
them into ; and which théy would be ready to al-
low for, in worldly Refpetts, as the fudden News of*
the Death of Friends, orthelike. And if fome un-
exceptionable Evidence of the Power of GOD be al--
: ' ledged

!
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ledged againft them ; they ftrive to evade its Forcé
fome Way or other, by faying, That poffibly GOD
‘may bring Good out of Evil ; but yet do fpeak a-
gainft the Whole as a Devilith Work. They feem
ghd to get any Objection againft it ; not willing .
that it fhould be the Work .of GOD. . They fix
their Eyesonly on the Failures and . Blemifhes of
thofe who defend it, and magnify Mole-hills into
Mountains: And if they can get nothing that has
the Appearance of a Fault; they are induftrious to
forge and fpread flanderous Reports and falfe Infi-
nuations 3 and feem as fond of them as if they had
got a Victory. In a Word, they appear s if their

- greateft Defire .was, to blind their own Eyes, and
ftop their own Ears, that hearing they might nat
underftand, and feeing they might not perceive, left
they fhould be Converts too, as they call us by. Way
of Ridicule. =~~~ . . . o ‘ .

Thus the Parallel runs clear and undeniable. The
fame Attempts and ' Objections, from the fame
Ranks of Perfons, do prove the, fame Difpofitions
to be in-gracelefs Perfons now. as- formerly ; the

-fame Blindnefs and Enmity. And why fhould it be
-thought ftrange that CHRIST"s pretended Ambaf-
fadors are his bittereft Enemies, : feeing it has been
always fo? The LORD. always reformed his
-Church contrary to their Defires. There is the
fame Kind of Oppofition and Oppafers too, in. Scot-
land and . England at prefent, as here in dmerica, .
-And had I Time, I could fhow that all' Things, in
every Period of the Church, anfwer and agree with
this, as Face, anfwers Face in a Glafs. But the
-Coming of CHRIST in:the Fleth, will be found to
be analogous to his Caming at other ‘Fimes ; and
the Parallel from that, is moft level.to.the Capacity
of every one; and trac’d with lefs Difficulty and
more Certainty by co'm‘monlii People : And theref;rc I
L LB L7 have
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frave chiefly -compar’d that Period and: om"prcfedt :
Da

. lgut laﬁly, if Satan be caft out, Iz will'be mﬁmd
of all Proofs, that the Kingdom of GOD.'s come
unto us. For, fays CHRIST, if 1 cafft out Devils

&y the Spirit'of GOD, then the Kingdom. of GOD s
come ‘unto you.

I have fhown under thc Second Head ‘how the
People of GOD may know this to be true of them-
felves; and how they are fatisfied of each other by
-Analogy of Experiences ; and accordingly they be-
lieve, and are fure that the Kingdom of GOD is

«come. They know the Voice of their Beloved.
‘And thcrcfon: Ifhall:only infift on fuch ‘Evidences
‘now as canappear to the World.

‘And here it is evident,  that a peaccful World
“has been roufed with a . Witnefs about the State of
‘their Souls, Luke xi. 21, .22. Thefe who wre ig-
-porant'‘can fpeak {kilfully about religious Things; -
-and even the Gragelefs are increafed. in Koowledge :
“Which is'a Proof, that Light iscome into the Warld.
Some Deifts and. Papifts are ‘become found in the
«Faxth -and Drunkards have become fober ; ‘Swear-
érs and Blafphemers drop their Oaths, ‘gnd fpeak re-
verently of GOD : Vain Perfons' who'minded’ no
‘Religion, but frequentéd Taverns, Plags and' Fro-
‘licks, pafling their Time in Filthinefs, foalith Talk-
-dng and Jefting, or finging paltry Songs, do now
frequent Chriftian Societies, ‘feek Chrifttan’ Conver-
fation, and talk of Soul:Concerns ; ‘and chufe to ex-
iprefs their Mirth in Pfalms,. and Hymns, ‘and {pi-
ritval Songs. They who were too {prightly to be
-devout, and efteemed it an unmanly ‘Fhing to fhad
“Tears-for their Soul’s State, have ‘mourned as for
-anonly Son, -and.feemed to be in Bittérnefs as for:a
‘Firft-born, * Zech. xii. 10. “Worldlings have- quit
their Labour,’and earneftly followed the Ordinances
Of GOD PIOUS and ’Soul fcarchmg Books, that

for-
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 merly lay-negle@ted, are now in great Requeft. And,

which is yet more, Perfons who only came to mock
at the Lamentations of others, have been convinced,
ere they went away, and by free Grace profelyted to
fuch Ways as they formerly defpifed. Minifters,
have been ftrengthned and ftirred up, to preach eve-
ry Day for fome Time confiderable.--- And thatall
this is confequent upon the Preaching of true Gof- -
pel-Doctrine, the printed Writings of thofe Mini-
fters, by whom the Work is carried on, will prove.
Their Doétrineis plainly fubverfive of Satan’s King-
dom ; tho’ they be flanderoufly reported of by
fome, who ftrive to perplex Things that are plain,
and make an unguarded Expreflion to be unfound
Doétrine :  Yet, if their Dotrines be compared
with thofe of our pious Anceftors, it will be evi-
dent, that they harmonize in the fame Truths in ex-
perimental Things ; and confequently we muft
think, That the Hearts of the Children are tyrned to
the Fathers, from whom, they had degenerated.

Now, let it be obferv’d, that I do not lay down
thefe outward Evidences as infallible Marks of true
Grace: Les none judge himfelf gracious from them
alone, without the internal Evidences formerly de-
fcribed. I only urge thefe, becaufe gracelefs Per-
fons cannot judge from the other Marks ; and be-
caufe Oppofers of GOD’s' Work are obliged, by
their,own profeffed Pringiples, to acknowledge, That
Satan is cat out, when fuch Things appear.--- And
were it neceffary, Icaukl produce many Iaftances of
fuch Reformations as I have mentianed. .

And how fhall any now account for their Oppo-
fition to this Work ? I defire to fpeak tp fuch with
Bowels of Love. g .

My dear Fellow-Mortals ! Let me a while expo-
ftulate the Matter with you. Why do you not act
agreeable to your own Principles 2 A dry Forma-
o E 2 lift,




[ 36]

" 1ift, who fhows no Relith, nor Power of Godlinefs,
feems to live chafte, honeft, and fober; and you

charitably judge he does fo by the Grace of GOD.
Another, who was drunken and unclean, becomes
chafte and fober, lively and zealous withal ; "and
you infinuate or fay, thatit is by the Power of the
Devil. Why do you not confift with yourfelves?
Why do you fay the one is of GOD, and the other
of the Devil, who is azealous Pleader for the Work
of GOD ? Do you not fee, that GOD can condemn
yoh by your own Rules? One Man diligently at-
tended GOD’s Ordinances all his Days, being in-
ftructed out of the Law, and accuftomed to approve
of the Things that are more excellent; and you
would allow he does fo by the Power of GOD, -be-
caufe he is an orderly Man, and is very orthodox
in Mint, and Anife, and Cumin. Another that
was heedlefs of all Religion, a Publican, Harlot,
Sabbath-breaker, Erroneous, does now_take much
Pains to wait upon GOD, and begins to obferve
the divine Law ; and yet you fay, it is the Work of
Men or Devils: Therefore, thefe very Perfons,
whom you approve of, fhall be your Judges, and
witnefs againft your glaring Partiality. Thefe def-
pifed Publicans and Harlots, fhall enter into the
Kingdom of Heaven before you, and fit down with
Abrabam, Ifaac and Facob, when you, the profefled
Children of the Kingdom, fhall be thruft down to
utter Darknefs, except you repent. ,

Was not the World very fecure a while ago, in

Comparifon of what it is now ? Did not many ap-

pear to be at Eafe in Zion, who are now alarmed ?
Or if you fhould deny that moral Profeflfors were
in a carnal Security, tho’ contrary to the exprefs
Declaration of many of them; yet muft you not
confefs, that the openly profane, the grofly igno-
rant, who minded no Religion, were in a carnal
‘Security 2 And if fuch Perfonis had Peace aboug the

tate
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State of their Souls, muft you not fay, that the De-
vil made the Peace? Now then, let me atk you,
How can one enter into a firong Man’s Houfe, and
Spoil bis Goods, unlefs be firft bind the firong Man 2 If
the Devil kept thefe in Slavery, muft they not have
been refcued by a ftronger than he # But Man is
not ftronger; “and confequently it muft be the
Mighty GOD, who thus divides the Spoil with the
Strong, Ifaiab liii. 12, ’
Do you not perceive a great Change on fome of
your Neighbours? Do you not obferve fome of
- them to be more devout and ferious, more fober
and knowing, who ufed to be quite otherwife ? And
how do you account for thefe Things? Why do
you not either make the Tree good, and its Fruit
good 3 or elfe, corrupt, and its Fruit corrupt ? Ei-
ther fay, that Sobriety and Devotion, Temperance
and Chattity, diligent Attendance on GOD’s Ordi-
nances, Chriftian Conference, Sorrow for Sin,
Leaving it off, &c. are good, and proceed from a
good Caufe ; or elfe, fay that they are evil, and pro-
ceed from an evil Caufe. But if you fay they are
good ; -why do you afcribe them to Satan? Can
he give what he has not? Either fpeak Things
that are confiftent, or elfe be filent. And why do
You mot even of yourfelves judge what is right ¢ But,
O Generation of Vipers, bow can ye, being evil, and
. unrenewed, fpeak good Things? For out of the A-
bundance of the Heart, the Mouth [peaketh, Matth.
xil. 34. .
Perhaps you will fay, That you fee no Change,
only that People are more cenforious and unchari-
table, judging their Neighbours to be gracelefs, and’
feem harfh and paffionate againft other Minitters,
whom they call carnal ; and you afk, Are thele
the Fruits of the Spirit of GOD ? N
In Anfwer, I would defire yourfelves to tell by
what Rule you would have them judge an Oppoft’;
; o
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of GOD’s Work to be gracious, who perfifts againft
all Evidences of it? Either he does fo ignorantly, or
knowingly ? If ignorantly, does it not prove that
he is fpiritually blind, and cannot perceive the
Things of GOD, and fo muft be Gracelef/s ? But if
he does fo fpitefully, contrary to the Remonftrances
of his Confcience, enlightned by the Spirit of GOD3
it feems to be plainly the unpardonable Sin. And
why will you accufe me for judging thus, until you
prove what I contend for to be the Work of the
Devil 2 Why.do you make that Practice an Argu-
ment that it is not the Work of GOD, fince its be-
ing his Work will juftify the Pra&ice 2 If I fhould
judge Oppofers of GOD’s Work to. be gracious,
as well as thofe who plead forit; then I wouldy
like you, be inconfiftent with myfelf; then I would
make it, not the Work of GOD, but fome indiffe-
rent Thing, where Men might be good, and hold
~ either Side.--- Itis no new Thing to hear Zeal for
GOD, and Oppofition to the Enemies of his Caufe,
miftaken for Paflion and Rage, by fuch as never
have felt the Love of GOD in their Hearts. And
if fome Chriftians, when provoked by your blafphe-
mous Railery, do fpeak paffionatcly with Indigna-
tion, I think fomething of it is very juftifiable,
when I confider Paul’s Words to Elmas, Atts xiil,
10. O full of all Subtilty and all Mifchief, thou Child
of the Devil, thou Enemy of all Righteoufnefs, wilt
thou not ceafe to pervert the Right Ways of the LORD ?
But, nodoubt, their Zeal may fometimes be as ralh
as Peter’s, when he cut off Malcbus’s Ear : The
LORD does not approve of this, neither do -we:
Young Chriftians have often too much Wild-Fire,
mixt with true Zeal. And if ever your Hearts had
been warm with Zeal for GOD and his Caufe, if
you had ever had a Firft Love 3 (Rev. ii. 4.) then
you would know it to be as I fay ; and would be reg.-

7
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dy to make Allowances, efpecially in fome warm
Tempers.--- But I fuppofe you'would have them be
perfect, all Spirit, and no Flefh.--- They themfelves
long to be fo. But if they were, it would not
fcreen them from your Malice, more than our
LORD from the Pharifees, Malchus had as good
an Argument'as you, to prove that Peter had no
Grace ; that CHRIST and all his Followérs were
quarrelfome and feditious : And it is probable he
did improve it to the fame End as you do other
Things ; afking, if that was any Fruit of the, Spi-
tit to -cut off his Ear? No doubt he might fy,
¢« If that be Converfion, may GOD keep me from
 it; thefe that pretend moft of all to it, are the
moft bitter and outrageous ; one of the Gang
cut off my Ear, froma religious Pretence ; :there’s
“ none of them better ; they are all embarqued in
< the fame Ship, and have the fame four:and kar{k
¢ Turn of Mind”? Juft thus you blind yourfelves
by poring only on the black Spots of GOD's:People;
and ftrive to make them more fo: Where thon :1s
your-boeafted’ Charity ? Do ‘you not fee:that:all your
Cavils and Objettions prove you to be ignorant of
the Things of GOD, and‘ Enemies.to his Work 2"
Do you not fee that your very Objections prove itto
be his"'Work, and always will? For thus- has
GOD always overthot the “Devil in his own qu";
Perhaps fome of you willfay, We are not .again
it. But do you not thow, that you are not for it 2
iAre you not mdre cordial with its Enemies than its
Frieids?2 Are you not flill making Exceptions a-
gainft it? I Jook upon all Neuters, as' Enemies
in Affairs: of Religion. - Away with your carnal
Prudence! and either follow GOD or Baal. . Hethat °
is not aCtually with us, is-againft us 3 and be that ga~
tbereth not-with us, featiereth abroad, Matth. xii. 30.
" I'knowthere will-be -no End of your Objeétions,
/ T and
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and calling for Evidences, until God open your
Eyes, if ever he doit. The Queftion is likely ftill
to be, What Sign, what Proof do you give us, feeing
Jo many Things are wrong 2 1 will anfwer, as our
LORD did on the fame Occafion, 4 evi! and adul-
"terous Gencration fecketh after a Sign, and there fball
o other Sign be given to it, but only the POWER
of GOD’s WORD on the Hearts and Lives of Man-
kind. This is the laft and greateft Evidence ; and

i you reject this, you reject the laft Means of your

Conviction. . :

Itell you further, That the Sin againft the Holy
Ghefp fball never be forgiven. And I verily fear,
that many, both Minifters and People, in this Ge-
neration, will be guilty of itz For GOD generally
leaves a Teftimony in the Confciences of his bittereft
Enemies; and when they perfift againft thefe Con-
victions, and the cleareft Evidences of Matters of
Fatt, fpitefully to reproach the Workof his Spirit;
¥ have {mall Hopes. that they fhall ever. be rencwed
to Repentance. -For, was it net in thefe very Cir-
cumftances the Pharifees were, when our LORD
charges them with this unpardonable Sin? Mavr;
xii. 31. Indeed I am afraid, left I hear to my, Sor-
sow, that fome of you die in a ﬁmrfal Looking for of
Wrath and fiery Indignation. But whoever of you
do thefe Things ignorantly, as Paul, who verily
thought he fhould do many Things againft Fefis
of Nazareth; there is yet Hope concerning you,
I befeech you then, fear and tremble to proceed
fusther : Pray to GOD, if, perhaps, the Thoughts
of your Hearts and Words of your Mouths may
be torgiven you. And do not refift thefe Evidences
that are as clear as you are capable of, until GOD
give you to know the Things of his Spirit.  If you
will refift, I tell you in the Fear of GOD, it will-
be more tolerable for Sodows and Gomorrab, for @rcel
DI an
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and Siden in the Day of Judgment than foi yous
Nineveb, together with them, thall rife upin Judg-
ment againft you, and fhall condemn you's becauf
you have Opportunity of greater’Light than they.
And tho’ you be exalted nearer Heaven, yet wo to
you, for with a more dreadful Vengeance will you

be plunged deeper into Hell. And every Word'

you fpeak againft the Work of "GOD, you fhall
give Account thereof in the Day of. Judgment,
Your falfe and malicious Slanders againtt GOD’s
Servants, will be fet in Order before the affembled
Univerfe. And hew will: you then' make good
your Party againft GOD ? Neither will the Mini«

fters, who excite and encourage you, be able to des -

liver their miferable Votaries, How: will they eafs
your affrighted Souls, your difturbed awakened Cons
fciences on a Dying-Bed ? Tempters never prove
good Comforters: -No, you' fhall fall in the Diy,
and ‘the falfe Prophet fhall fall with you in the
Night; and GOD will deftroy you beth-j you fhall
go down -with theminto the Sides-of the Pic, and
‘make your Beds in Hell 5+ both fhall fall togethet
into the burning Gulf of eternal Wo, unlefs you res
pent. And then you will curfe them to all Eternis
ty, and-yourfelves too. Beware thenof ravening
Wolwes; tho’ they comie 4nto you in Sheeps Clothing:
They cothe for no other End but for to fteal, and to
kill and-deftroy the-Sheep. Do not believe that the
LORD ferids Minifters to oppofe his Work. No, they
run, but he has not fent them. Let neither Father
nor Mother, Hufband, Wife, or Child, nor Reverend
Father, turn you againft the Work of GOD.— But
whether'you will hear or forbear; whether yo1 will
receive it or not : Yet, as I have proved, of thisbe
certain, That the Kingdom of GOD is come unto youy
I know agracelels Heart will not rejoice atit.
. Time would fail me to draw what Inferences the
Pottrine- affords.— I have gpokcn to Oppoferss I

- - now
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now come to fpeak to fuch as acknowledge that the
Kingdom of GOD is come, who yet are not the
Subjeis of it.

Perhaps now you think yourfelves pretty fafe, be-
caufe you do not oppofe it openly. But, let not an
Acknowledgment fatisfy you, without feeling the
Power thereof upon your Hearts. What will it a-
vail you, that the Kingdom of GOD is come UN-
TO you, unlefsit be WITHIN you? No doubt,
fome of you have felt fome Power awakening and
convincing you of Sin 3 and you have folded your
Hands to fleep again, as if the Bitternefs of Death

~had been paft, and thus have refted fhort of JESUS
- CHRIST. Poor Souls! you are but juft where
you were ; or rather in 2 worfe Condition, True
Grace is an aétive Principle, and would not fuffer
you to be fo eafy, while you had Flefh to grapple
with. Read with Fear Manh. xii. 43, 44, 45.
‘When a Perfon is awaken’d to a Senfe of Sin, and
Dread of Wrath, the unclean Spirit goes ox#, isnot
caft out ; does not much difturb him, but ftrives to
lull him in Security and Prefumption : Then he
fweeps himfelf clean of groffer Commiffions of Sin,
or Omiffions of Duty ; and garnifhes himfélf with a
more ftri¢t Formality in Religion, while the Heart
is, peverthelefs, empty of renewing Grace ; the
Devil finding it fo, repoffefles him. And all that
is remarkable of fome fuch is, that they have been

remarkably worfe than ever before. And even foit -

1s like to be with many in this wicked Generation.
O Sinner, if ever GOD intend Mercy to thy Soul,
thou art likely to be roufed up with more Terror
than ever. Nothing but the Kingdom of GOD
within you will do. Tho’ you may be amazed to-
day, and cry, Hofanna; to-morrow you will cry,
Crucify bim, it you are graceles, You will never
ftand a fiery Trial, but are likely to turn open Ene-
mies, upon fome Offence that GOD will caft in\){,’m{r
: 3 ay
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Why to try you. Blefled only is he, whofoever-
fhall not be offended in JESUS CHRIST, Ma#b,
xi. 6. It'is difficult not t0 be offended in him. Wo
~ to the ungodly World, beciufe Offences will turn
them away from hlm, or clfe againft him. For
they are not {6 confident in him, or hls Work as

to fland all Shocks

But, lafh, 1 know there are fome of you that be-
Ileve, and are fure to your own Expencncc, That
GOD is come to Zion.

(For, if GOD had not left us a very fmall Rcm-
nant, we thould have been as Sodom, and made mi-
ferable like unto Gomorrab. If the Hearts of fome
Fathers and Children had not been turned to each -
other, furely GOD would “have come and fmitten
the whole Earth with a Curfe, Mal. iv. 6.)

You know that GOD has opened the Eyes of your
Minds, and you have feen your own Vilenefs, and
Sin in its Hatefulnefs ; Holinefs in its Lovelinefs
GOD in his Glory, his Juftice and Mercy;-and
CHRIST in his beauteous, his dyed Garments, as
your Righteoufnefs, Hope and Joy. You looked
by Faith on him whom you pierced, and did mourn
for him, as for an only Son, and were in Bitternefs,
as for a Firft-born. ~ Your flinty Hearts were tarn-
ed into a Spring, when GOD poured upon you the
Spmt of Graceand Supphcaflon* Then was there a
great Mourning, like the Mourning of Hadadrimmon
10 the Valley of Megiddon ; and evcry Aflembly was
Bochim, a Place ot Wecpmg .Did not JESUS
there give you his'Loves ? ‘And your Hearts have
been knit to him ever fince. I doubt not but-fome
of you, froma Senfe of much Forgivenefs, would
gladly have wafh’d his Feet with Tears, and wip’d
them with the Hairs of your Heads. Your Souls
.€ollow hard after GOD. - And, in a Word,-all
your Hopes, Fears, Deﬁres, Dlﬂiculues, Comforts,

. Loves,



o lke Lighming from Heaven. "Behold,; alt Things are .

I 14 f S
Loves, ﬁ and Company, are n '
Souls ! ho}d Icomc to tell you g]ag Tldm
great Joy ; 5 ﬂengdom of GOD ; WITHIN ou ,
- and, Satan is -caft out into. 1hé Earti be bas [all};;

yours, and ye are CHRISTs; dnd CH&IST is

“Then let your Light fo fhine before Meéhn, “that evcn .
* your Baemies may. be .afhamed, having. nething to
fay. juftly of your good Converfation i CHRI

But rejoice, and be exceedingglad, . when they fpbaﬁ
all, Mmpzer of Evilagainft yoy falfely-for his Name
Sake. - -Why, thould you Dot rejoice to be tounted
wfmghy, ;@fuﬁ'cr Shame for his Caufe ? Pur od, al: !
fo, the Mecknefs and Gentlcnefs of CHRIST and |
the; whole’ Armour of GOD thalﬁc may be. able.to ¢
. ftand in the Evil Day that iscpming, ‘Rémember,
that always when GOD rais’d a People for hlmfelt,
~be_purified ch;m by -Afflicions and. Perfecu'nons, )
. GOlj will try -you as Gold is tried in the'Fire, . uns .
. til he purge your Drofs, and utterly take-sway yout
TFin: . And j:hen he will take youy purified Souls tQ
" the Regions of eternal Day In Panence, then,
jpoflefs your Souls ; and in the :hcan time, fuig Ho- -
' fagm: to.the San of David, end fa . '

..Bleffed is be that comedh in the Name of 1hé LOR?)

20-fave us,. Hg/?zmza in thg bigheft': Glry'to GOD; .
beeayle Paice is proclaim’d on Eerth, and good ‘W’zl;' v
dospards Men.  The LORD whom we [iught, 'is come  +.
o bis Temple;, we wait until He come the. Second '
’T e -
Buep fo, come,, LOR.D 7ESUS coiné quzckly A‘

._‘m[en:.ﬂAmen» R / N L ,\)\utsf\ T
e 1\!74\ o
S Kawas e
. o \b]ﬂb/ l“ﬁi’ - |

N. B The Quer;/?y, fo oftcn quoted in’ this Setmm;
mwh. Mr. Whiteeld’s Anfwer thereto, may be ha.d of Mr. -
Oﬁwld at the R-g/’e and Crawn in the Paul/r}y N






