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SERMON V.

The iNFLUNCES of God, as a Sui^yihe great coNvSO-

lATlon of his People^

B Y

ALEXANDER MACIVHORTER, D. D/

Paftor of the Firft Prclbyterian Church, at I^ewai-k, New-Jcrfqy.

aniBi

Psalms Ixxxiv. ii.

For the Lord God is a Sun,

THESE words Hand here, as a reafon of the

Pfalmift's declaration in the preceding veife,

that one dayfpent in the boiife of God, that is, in an

attendance on his ordinances, zvas betttr than a

thoufand: that he would rather hold the loweft place

in God's houfc, and thus enjoy the privileges of his

public worfhip, than dwell in tents of wickednefs,

or enjoy the utmoll plcafures of fin. The reafon

of this preference, is refoived into this confidera-

tion, that the Lord God is a Sun,

This view of the words in their conneclion,

fcrvcs to fliew us, wherein confifls the true excel-

lency and advantage of the inftituted ordinances

Q^ divine worlhip ; and the true reafon^ of the high
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eflecm, all good men, without exception, have of
them ; their great refpedl, and love to them ;. their

care and diligence in attending them : God is in

them, as a Sun,

As the natural fun, by his influences, enlightens,

and revives every living thing ; fo God, in his or-

dinances, enlightens, and revives the hearts of his

people : fhining into their minds, and giving them

the light of the knowledge of his Glory, in the

perfon of Jcfus Chrift—fhedding abroad his love

in their hearts, and granting them thatpeace, which-

pajfeth all underftanciing.

But ifweconfider the words in a more independ-

ent view, they teach us, that God is to good men,

what the fun, by its influences, is to the natural

world. Who is ignorant of the high importance

of the natural fun? This heavenly luminary forms,

our day; difperfcs the gloomy horrors of the night,

and fheds fertility, light and joy, through every

part of our fyftem. Without it, all nature would

be one frozen mafs; neither life, nor vegetation,

nor fruit fulnels would appear.

Now, when God is reprefented by the beautiful

and ftriking image of a Sun, with regard to his in-

fluences and agency, towards thofe who walk up-

rightly, who can help perceiving, how fuprcme,

and fenfible a blcffing, his exiftence and commu-

nications are, in their experience, and cilimate?

As the natural fun is the fountain of light ; fheds

jcy and gladnefs through the animal and vegetable
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kingdoms.; and caufcs our earth to teem, with all

its rich variety of fruits, fo, the Sun of Righteouf-

ncfs, the true, and eternal God is all this, and

more than this, in his communications to his peo-

ple. He communicates fpiritual light to their

minds—infufes joy and gladnefs into their hearts,

and renders them fruitful, in every branch of

goodnefs.

I, Gk)d is a Sun, as he communicates fpiritual

light to his people.

There may be faid to be three kinds of light

—

phyjical—intelle5fual—dindfpiritual—or,, the light of

this worldy—the light o^reafon, and the light of the

Spirit of God, Each of thefe differs from the other

in its nature. There is as real a difference between

intelledfual, and fpiritual light, as there is between

intelleClual, and phylical, or the light of the fun.

The former agree, in many more refpevfls, than

the latter; but there is no fuch agreement, as ren-

ders them, of the fame nature and kind. This dif-

ference will farther appear in the fequcl.

The natural condition of the human mind, fincc

the fall of Adam, is a Hate of darkncfs^ and blind-

nefs. When man apoilatized, he loff tliat fpirit-

ual fcnfe, whereby he was capable of difccrnin^r

fpiritual objects : the image of God forfook his

heart, and lo, no longer was he captivated with

the beauties of holinefs. The foul now remains

in fpiritual darknefs, until the divine image, or fpi-

ritual fenfe be reftorcd ^ which is done by the ope-,
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ration of the Spirit of God in the work of regene-

ration. This teaches us the great propriety of thofe

fcripture phrafes, where natural men are rcprefent-

ed, as not difcerning/piritual things ; as having their

minds darkened; being ignorajit, blind and dead.—

•

Thefe exprellions can, by no means, be underftood

to mean the want of intellectual light, or the light

of reafon; for were we to underiland them in this

refpecSI", they really carry the matter fo far as to fig-

nify, that the light of reafon was not only impair-

ed, but utterly lofl- and extinguifhed: wherefore

this cannot be the fcripture fenfe. But if we un-

derhand them as exprelTions of the want ofy/)/r//-

iial light then they are perfcdly true and proper:

The whole world lieth in darknefs: Having the mi^

derjfanding darkened; being alienatedfrom the life of

God, through the ignorance that is in theniy becaufe of

the blindnfs oftheir hearts.

Spiritual light is wholly extinguifhed by the fall^

and hence is there fomuch darknefs, ignorance and

confuiion, even in fpeculation, with regard to di-

vine things. That the world is full ofdarknefg, re-

fpeding God, his perfedlions and kingdom, is a

matter which cannot be denied: and this dark-

nefs muft be occalioned, either by fomething in

God, or by his concealment of himfelf, or by the

)ofs of a fpiritual underftanding amongll men.

—

But this blindnefs doth not arife from any thing in

Goti, as if he were darknefs; for God is light, and

in kirn there is no darknefs at all: nor does it pro-

<ffed from any concealment of himfelf, fo that wc
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Ciinnot behold him by reafon of it. This was ne-

ver true in itfclfat any time, however great and pal-

pable the darknefs of mens minds have been with

regard to God; but it is lefs true under the Gofpel

difpenfation than ever; for the true light now

fhineth, and God hath eminently manifcfledhimfelf

in the character and inftrudlions of his Son, whom
he hath revealed for this purpofe; who was //?<?

hrightnejs ofhis glory^ and the exprefs image of his per-

JoH; and whofe glory fo confpicuoully ihone forth

to the view of thofe who were enlightened from

above, that they knew him to be the only begotten of

the Father.

Therefore it remains, that this darknefs muft

be occafioned by the lofs of a fpiritual underftand-

ingy through the wickednefs of mens hearts : For

light is come into the worlds and men loved darknefs ra^

iher than light, becaufe their deeds were evil.

Now, of ^// forts of light God is the author.—

He formed the fun to rule the day—he maketh us

wifer than the fowls of heaven, and he alone giv-

€thfupernatural light, or 2ifpiritual underftanding.—

•

Hence is he ftiled the Father ofLight, from whom
Cometh every good and perfcd gift.

Ifany admit no other kind of light, with regard

to divine things, but that of reafon, improved and

heightened by external advantages and diligent ap-

plication, I fhall not, at prcfent, difpute the fub-

jecl with them. It is not this fort of light that I

K
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mean, but fomething of a nature entirely different

—a light that is properly fupernatural, and from

God; in a manner, the light which reafon fur-

nifhes, is not, nor can, with any propriety, be faid

to be. God manifefhs himfelf to his people in a

peculiar manner, by a luftre, as fuperior to that of

mere natural reafon, as it is different from it in

kind. They have the fame common knowledge

of God as others—the fame powers of reafon—the

fame external advantages from his word and works,

for acquiring a fpeculative acquaintance with him,

his nature and perfections; but they have a know-

ledge of him which is not acquired in this way,

which is far above the efforts of reafon, though

bleffed w ith the beft aids, and applied with the

greateft diligence. This knowledge is the effedt

of a fpiritual illumination oftheir minds, by God's

Ihining into them with the light of his glory.

The heart is the fubjed: of the divine irradiation;

the eyes of the underfVanding are enlightened by

the fpirit of wifdom and revelation. When God
thus fnines into their hearts, the effed: is a clear,

diftind, lively perception ofhis fupremeand tranf-

cendant excellency—ofthe beauty and amiablenefs

of his nature and pcrfedions. God appears ex-

ceedingly lovely, and exceedingly glorious; wor-

thy to be feared, and to be had in reverence of all

intelligent creatures. The genuine language of

their heart now is

—

Blefs the Lord, O my foul /—»-

who would not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy

name!—love the Lord, allye hisfaints!-^laud hi??! all
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ye people t—praije yehhUy all his Angels I—praife ye

hwiy all bis hofts i

Not only docs this or that perfevflion appear a-

greeable ; or this or that branch of his condudt

;

but every thing in God is lovely ; every perfedlion

of his nature, and every branch of his providence

—every thing that belongs to him has a peculiar

fwcetnefs, and acceptablenefs in it to the foul.

Efpccially the Gofpel appears with peculiar luf-

tre, as the brighteft and moft diftinguifhing dis-

play of the uncreated lovelinefs of the Father, the

Son, and Holy Ghod.

Some perfons talk of great regard to God, great

efteem of his perfections, and high expecilations of

future happinefs ; while they have but a mean o-

pinion of the Gofpel, and are defbitute of all fenfi-

ble love and deference to the charadler of Jefus

Chrifb. But all their religion is a deceit, and their

hopes a deluHon : for thefc things cannot be fepa-

rated :

—

He that hath not the Son, hath not the Fa-

ther—He that reje^eth the Son, rejecleth the Father

—He that honoreth not the Son, honoreth not the Fa^

ther which hath Jent him—He zvho receives not the

record of God, 7naketb him -a liar.

In proportion to our ^crSt of the excellency of

God, and his perfections, will be our fenfe of the

excellency of the Gofpel, and its author, and fo on

the contrary.

When God at firft regenerates a foul,^ and (liincs

into the heart, and gives it to behold the light of
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the knowledge of his glory, the creature is intro-

duced into a new world—All things appear new.
It has new views and perceptions of God and Je-
fus Chrid ; fuch as it never had before

; yea, thofc

things, which were known before, appear with a

new luilre and beauty— The fcripture and its

truths appear new : new light and glory appear to

fhine in them—Now the heart has an evidence

of their divinity, and a fenfe that they are not cun-

ningly devifed fables, far beyond any thing it could

obtain from mere fpeculation—In thefe difcovc-

ties, the mind is brought to the full afllirance of

underftanding.

There is no knowledge which we can acquire,

that can anticipate this divine illumination, or

render it ufelefs—Some fay, men may, by their

own application, obtain all that knowledge in re-

ligion that is necelTary ; and then, all that remains

to make them good men, is to pradlife what they

know. This is one of the modern refinements,

and is as far from being true, as fome others : for

that religious knowledge, which is necellary to

form the heart and pradife to real goodncfs, lies

not at all in mere fpeculation ; neither will the

refult ofour own application, in itfelf confidered,

ever fandlify the foul, or produce a truly virtuous

life. That knowledge, which fandifies, is of a

different original : It comes down from above; it

flows from the mercy-feat of God,

And as no acquired knowledge can fupercede

the ncceflity of this divine teaching, fo, when it is

t
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granted, in any confiderablc degree, it is very per-

ceptible. The moil learned divine becomes im-

mediately fenfibie of the vail: difference between

his oTvn knozvledge and this divine iiijlnicfion. His

own notions, however diligently collected and ma-

tured, are as nothing, with refped to clearnefs and

efficacy, compared to one view of the divine glory

communicated to the heart, by the fpirit of God

ihining into it. Now, he fees divine things in a

different view ; he beholds them in a very differ-

ent light : Hence, this knowledge is altogether a

different thing, from the teachings of any outward

means w'hatfoevcr.

In this fenfe, God is a fun, and, in this manner,

does he communicate fpiritual light to his people.

11. God infuses joy and gladjtf/s into their hearts.

As God is the author of fpiritual light, fo alfo

of fpiritual joy. Holy light always precedes holy

joy, as it isthereafon and ground of it. That joy

and affection which does not rife from a fpiritual

difcovery of the excellency of divine things, is falfe

and enthufiaftic—There is no fuch thing in true

religion, as heat without light ; or zeal without

knowledge. There is, indeed, much of this fort

of religion in the world, but as it has not the na-

ture of true Religion, it ought not to bear the

name.

So, on the other hand, there is no fuch tlung in

real rchgion, as fpiritual light without heat ; or
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fpiritual knowledge without zeal. Thefe can be
no more feparated than light from the fun; or

heat from fire ; or reafon from an intelligent na-

ture.

God does not give to all his creatures equal de-

grees ofjoy and confolation : but he ufually grants

them, in fome degree ; and in thofe communica-

tions, he fhews a wife and holy fovereignty. And
where the lead meafure of this fpiritual joy is giv-

en, it is of fo exquifite and heavenly a nature, that

the foul can never again thirft Jupremely for earth-

ly joys, nor habitually prefer the delights and plea-

fures of earth to thofe of true Religion. This is

the diftinguifhing nature of fpiritual joy, of which

God is the author, that it forever paUs the tafte

to all fenfual and finful pleafures.—This is the

water which Chrift gives, that he, who drinks of itj^

will never thirfl again.

It is only the true and upright Chriftian, who
knows the refined pleafures and joys which God
pours into their hearts : fuch as the men of this

world underftand not, neither do ftrangers inter-

meddle with them. Thefe are the fecxets of the

Lord, Avhich are imparted only to thofe who fear

him. They are facred pledges of mutual friend-

ilup—foretaftes or prelibations of thofe rivers of

pleafurc at the right hand of God, which are in

refervc for his people, when they fliall have fini fil-

ed their prefent pilgrimage. Thefejoys, wherewith

true Chriflians arc entertained, are produced by the-
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l^ioly fpirit, through means of the word and ordi-

nances.

God's own exigence and glorious perfedlions,

realized to their hearts, form one comprehenfroe rca-

fon of fvveetnefs and fatisfaclion. None but good

men know what infinite pleafure it affords, that

God exifts. Oftentimes it fills their fouls with un-

fpeakable tranfports, and they inwardly exult in

the blejjcd ajjurance.

The univerfal dominion and government of

God, is another fource of fenfible pleafure to the

truly pious. 1 how comfortable is the thought,

that the Lord God omnipotent reigneth !—that in the

darkefl (late of things, he fits at the helniy and direcfts

the affairs of the church, and of the world 1— that

his own glory will be advanced I

Sometimes thefe joys arife from having their

hearts drawn out in ilrong and fenfible love to

God above all things : in a love, llrcnger than

death— 1 how tranfporting the pleafure, to feci

an heart full of love to the mofl: amiable of Beings

!

Sometimes he gives them the kindeft affurance

of his favor and regard through Jefus Chrifr

—

While they fear their unworthinefs and finfulnefs

will forever feparate him from them, he fecretly

communicates fome tender telfimony of his love,

and, at once, diflipates every diflrefnng fufpicion of

heart. O ! how fvvcet is it, to be prevented by

the goodnefs of God ; and to have a garment of

praife for a fpirit of heavincA !
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Oftentimes he caufes the humble and upright

Chriftid!! to rejoice in the hopes of glory, and the

Ihortnefs of that interval, that bars hm:i from his

immediate and everlafting prefence. God ena-

bles the contrite one to anticipate the jo)s of that

bleiTed feafon, when he fhali be admitted to fee

him, as he is :—when fm lliall be no more, and

forrow have an end—when the imperfedion and

vanity of his prefcnt itate, fhall no more obiirudl

the vigor of the foul, but his fongs and praifes to

God and the Lamb, be as ardent and lincere aa

thofe of faints and feraphim around the throne.

Thus, God is a fun, in communicating joy and

gJadnefs to the hearts of his people.

III. God, by his influences, renders true Chris-

tians fruitful in every branch of goodnefs.

It is the influence of the natural fun, that makes

the earth productive of fruits, necelTary for the life

of man and beafi: : In like manner, it is the influ-

ence of the fun of righteoufnefs, that makes Chrif-

tians fruitful in all good works. Their im-

provements in piety and virtue, will always be in

proportion to the degree and frequency of thefe

influences—Without them, there is no progrefs to

be made

—

IVithout mCy fays our Lord, ye can do no^

thing. How much is the truth of this aiTertion,

the experience of every true Chriftian ? If Chrifi:

does not animate him by the fecret power of his

grace, how dead the heart to every fpiritual exer-

cifc!—How does grace languifli^ and things di*
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vine loofc their fcrffible relifh, from day to day 1—

.

Jafl: as you Iiavc fcen things in early fpring, in the

natural worl-d, when the beams and influences of

the fun are intercepted by thick clouds and froily

winds, the vernal, beautiful appearances fade

—

grafs, and herbs and llowers decline and languifli

;

till the clouds and cold are difperfed, and the fun.

refumcs its fplendor, and flieds abroad its genial

"warmth, bv its unrcbated rays : then all nature

flouriflies again. Thus it is in the Chriftian life.

When God lifts up the light of his countenance,

every grace begins to fpring, and the foul becomes

gay and blooming, as the garden of God. And
now, there is much fruit to the glory of their hea-

venly Father. Praife and joy and holy walking-

employ every hour. But alas ! when God hide.^

his face, troubles again return. Sin and the world

renew their attacks ; and, too often, former vicSlo-

lies are difgraced by new defeats : but when the

fun of righteoufnefs fhines upon them, grace-

grows, and every good w ork abounds.

IMPROVE M E N T.

J. We liere learn, of what high coniiderotion,

the being, gdvernment, and communications of

God are to good men—There is no fuppoiition.

more terrible and diilrcfiing to a pious mind, than

this ; ihat there is no God. No attempts made by

Sitaii to difturb the peace and tranquillity of good

L
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men, are fo infupportable, as thofe which confifl

in bringing into quellion God's exiftence and go^

vernment: Let the foundation be attempted, and

there is no refource nor rel:!—On the fuppofitioa

that God did not cxift, it were better not to be.

Exifbence is a bleiling only on condition of God's

Exiftence, without this, hfe itfelf would be a curfe.

But O 1 what pkafure has the true Chrifiian at

times, in the lingle refledion, that God is—The
character of God, as reprefented in his word, is

alfo an eiTential confideration of happinefs, as well

as his exiftence itfcif. If thofe perfections are re-

trenched, w^hich he has afcribed to himfelf in his

own revelation, the happinefs of real Chriftians is

fubverted in its original foundation. For it is in

a realizing fenfe of heart, of the reality and holy

excellency of them ; that their fouls are much
formed to a fupreme duty, and refped: to him and

his ways. And they have not only fweet delight,

that God is, but that he is what he is. I am that

I AM, was the name by which he revealed himfelf

to Mofes, for the comfort of Ifrael.

The univerfal and particular providence ofGod
is likewife a principle, in which all good men are

extremely intereited. Were it not for this fup-

port, there would be no fpirit left in them. As

it creates them the grcateft pain, not to be able by

faith, to fee that God, who is invilible ; fo, a full

allurance and feeling fenfe of his agency and con-

cern in all things, is to them a reviving cordiah
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It is a folitary condition with a good man, when

his fenfe of thcfe things is abated ; and though

God is on his right hand and on his left, yet he

cannot behold him—And indeed, my brethren,

it is not an cafy matter to Hve in the realizing fenfe

of the being, perfections, and providence of God.

He knows but little of himfelf, and what it is to

have a tme faith of thefe things, who thinks not fo.

To affent to thefe truths, indeed, is an cafy mat-

ter ; and to be free from all hefitation and doubt

about them in our judgment : but he grofsly mif-

takcs, who imagines this is that faith, in thefe

things, v/hich belongs to true Chriftians. There

is a divine fenfe of it, that is more or lefs their aim

and confolation ; and the whole compafs of crea-

ture enjoyments, is not able to compenfate the

want of this faith.

2. We may be here led to enquire, my hearers,

whether the Lord God is our fun ?

Do we perceive God's nature, perfedlions, and

influences, of fuch high confequence and impor-

tance to us .^ Are thefe the fources of our truefl

enjoyment, and fwectell confolation ? Is God's

exiftence our life and delight ? His pcrfedlions,.

his glory and felicity, our pleafure and entertain-

ment?—His holy and cnhghtening influences,,

the bleffings for which we pant and languifh?

—

Is God our fun ? Does he form our day ? Is it his

prefence makes our Heaven? Is it his beauty, his

excellency, and glory Ihining in the face of Jcfus-
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Chrifl", that we admire ?—Are our thoughts taken

up with God ?—Is he our light and our joy ?

If we can anfwer underfcandingly in the afBr-

mative to thefe queries, then, blefid are ye of the

Moft High, Bielled is that people whofe God is

the Lord ; to whom the Lord God is a Sun. He
is a Being of univerfal dominion; he is the crea-

tor and prefcrver of all ; he fits at the helm of go-

vernment, and his eyes run to and fro through all

the earth. He beholds the thoughts and councils

of men; and nothing can happen to his people,

whereby they are affecled, but what fhall work for

their higheftgood. How blelTed are ye, O Chrii-

tians ! who have a friend of this character, of fuch

univerfal fway and influence !—You know his ab-

folute and incontrolable power. He will do all

his pleafure—he can fave, when every refource

fails and all things look defperate. Yon know
that all happinefs is in his gift : /;/ his prcfence is

fulhiejs of joy ; whom he blclfeth, is blejjed indeed.

Out of his favor there is no fuch thing as true hap-

pinefs. The pleafures of fuch are but as crackling

thorns under a pot. Happinefs, derived from this

world, is like the light of a meteor, which inllan-

tancoully ends in darknefs. The joys of the wick-

ed ceafe with their breath : and as thefe ceafe,

e-jerlafiingjorrozvs commence. But then the happi-

nefs of thofe who choofe God for their portion,

will eminently begin— to fuch, a natural death

Will be but the commencement of cvcriaftin.f^ life
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and blifs—To his people, he delights to fncw his

mercy—he will give grace and glory.

God is more inclined to do good to thofe who

walk uprightly, than the moft affedlionate parent

is, to be kind and tender to a favorite child—

A

woman may forget her fucking child, that Ihe

Ihould not have compaflion on the fon of her

womb ; but God will never forget thofe, who puc

their truft in him ; he will never leave you nor

forfakc you. O Chrifrians ! live in his light

—

bafR in his rays—and may you enjoy an uncloud-

ed fun, until you be introduced into immortal day.

It is but a little while till your fun iliall never fet,

or grow dim, but it will fliine, with encrcaiing

brightnefs, for ever and ever—O then 1 walk

worthy of your high calling and dignity.

3. Are there not fome in this alTembly, who are

under the power of an abfolute indifference in re-

fpecl to all thefe things, who have never had any

difcovery of divine glory— to whom worldly prof^

perity is the moft important conlideration of feli-

city ? Abundance of this world's goods can fatisfy

you without God : and do you, my hearers, in this

fituation, look upon yourfclves to be real Chrif-

tians ? Can you read your Bible, and not hefitatc

about your prctcnlions to fo high and refined a

charader? Can God be your exceeding joy and

great reward, and yet never feel your hearts exult

in his exigence, perfections, and univerfal domi-

nion ? Can he be your fun, and you never felt the
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warmth of his beams, quickening your hearts into

love and devotion ? Can he be your centre, refiy and

home; and you never experienced the attradive

power of his excellency and glory, drawing your

hearts into union with him, and difpoling you to

long and breathe after a ftate of greater ncarnefs,

and more free and delightful intercourfe ? Can you

live happy without the enlightening beams of

God's gracious prefence? Can this world fatisfy

you, and its enjoyments content you ? You arc of-

ten afking, who will fhew us any good ? but nev-

er enquiring, where is God our maker ?—Surely

you have no reafon to confider yourfelves as true

Chriftians, whatever your pretenfions may be.

. Wherefore, O Sinners 1 you, who have hitherto

preferred the world, and its flatteries, awake this

day to choofe the Lord for your God—Is it not

better for you to have God for your friend, than all

the world without him ? Can the world comfort

you in a dying hour ? Can it befriend you before the

bar of Godf Can it relieve you, when doomed by

the divine fentence to eternal mifery ?

Wherefore, O Sinners ? be perfuadcd this day

to renounce the ways of vanity and fin ; and take

the God of Ifrael for your portion, the Sun of

Righteoufnefs for your Saviour, and the Spirit of

Grace for your Confolation.

And may God of his infinite mercy, work this

perfuafion in your hearts, through Jcfus Chrift

our Lord. Amen.
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Matt. xxiv. 38, 39.

For as in the days that were before thefiood, ihey were

eating and drinking^ marrying and giving ifi marri-

age, until the day that Noah entered into the Ark

:

and knew not until the flood came, and took them all

away y fojhall aJfo the coming of the Son ofMan be^

THE difcourfe, of which thefe words arc a

part, was addrelTed by our Lord to his dif-

ciples—The exprefs deiign of it was to animate

them to a Heady vigilance and attention to their

immortal intereft—to preferve them from iloth

and ftupidity, the too common effe^s which divine

patience has upon mankind. This defign is fuf-

ficientiy vifible in the account St. Luke gives us

of this difcourfe ; but what is here related by St.

Matthew, puts the matter beyond all doubt :

—
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Watch thereforey for ye know not the hour zvhenyour

Lord doth come.

Hence, the propriety and force of the words of

our text, with regard to the general argument and

exhortation of our Lord to vigilance, fl:and thus :

^* There can be no feafon whatfoever in which it

*' is proper or fafe to grow fecure, and neglect a

" daily preparation for the folemn appearance of
*^ Chrift ; either to fummon us before him by
*'^ death, or to pour out trying and terrible judg-
*' ments upon our land ; or to bring on the general'

"judgment of quick and dead : 1 fay, there can be
" no feafon in which it can be fafe to be fecure and
" unprepared ; becaufe, there is no feafon in which
** he may not come, in one, or other of thefe ways:
*' and it would be fhocking and irretrievable, to be
'^ furprifed in an unprepared condition."

And befides, Chrifl's coming, both to the gene-

ral judgment, and to punilli wicked communities,

will certainly be in a time of general fecurity, as it

was in the time of the flood, and dcftruclion of So-

dom. It is generally in this condition he comes,

and furprifes men by death. Therefore, it is

greatly to be apprehended, that the feafon of our

fecurity and negligence about his coming, will be

the very juncture in which he will come, to our

great furprife, and to the everlalling forrow oi

many—we ought then, always, to "^atch^ and to he

ready.
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The words of our text, confidered independent

on their relation to the general argument, prcfent

us with the following obfervations.

I. We may obferve the ftate of the old world,

before the flood. They were perfedlly fccure—

*They were eating and drinking^ ^c. They were ea-

gerly purfuing their pleafure, each in his own way,

and according to his own tafte. Their attention

was univerfally engaged in thofc affairs, projc6ls

and applications, that were calculated only for a

prefent fenjiial bappinefs, utterly inapprehenfive

both of the wrath of God, that was already enkind-

led againft them, and of thofe fatal effeds into

which it foon burft out, and mingled them in one

common deflrudion. They had no mifgivings

of heart with refpedl to their danger; although the

judice of God is always awake, and attentive to

the growth and prevalence of vice ; or if fome of

them had any apprehenfions of evil, they did not

fuffer them to mature into ferious connderations

and flncere repentance. They were feduced ei-

ther by a pafiion to imitate the general pradice and

opinion ; or carried away, by an innate defire for

fenfual gratifications ; or overwhelmed in the cares

and bufmefs of life.

Nor was this infenfibility owing to want of fuf-

ficient warning. In the fixth chapter of Genefis,

God tells vi% with an orio:inal rco^ard to man-
kind in that day, that his Jpirit Jhould not aU
v:ayt flrive %viih mmu This, in the irrongcfl man-

M
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ner, implies, that God had remondrated againfl:

their wickednefs—ufed proper methods to reform

them, and had given them fufficient afiurance of

the fatal ifTue of their impenitence. The Apoftle

Peter informs, that Jefus Chrifl", by his fpirit,

preached to them their danger, and the neceflity

of repentance. He acquaints us alfo, that Noah
was employed to declare to them, in the name of

God, the wickednefs and danger of their practices.

They had, likewife, the (Irongeft confirmation of

the truth of Noah's dodrine, for a great while be-

fore their eyes, in that long and tedious labor of

his building the Ark. So fingular a machine

mufl needs have ftruck their attention and awaken-

ed their curiofity. The ufe of which, when
known, we may well fuppofe from their temper,

did not fail to be matter of pleafantry and ridicule

among them. How often did they call him an

old foolifh fanatic, and wild enthufiafl: ! How
much was he the fubjed: of the feoffs and fneers of

the gayer fort ; while the graver ones among them,

who were admired as oracles by the meaner rabble,

pronounced his condudl, the height of frenzy and

madnefs. Would not fome fay, ' fee the doating

fool, how he toils and labors to build himfelfa ma-
chine, by which he may efcape a deluge, that his

difordered brain fuggefts to him is to come.'

While others reply, ' Curfe the old enthuiiaft, I

wifh he was drowned ten thoufand fathom deep

;

for he does nothing but interrupt bufuiefs, and dif-

txadl the world with his reveries and nonfenfe.'
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II. We obfervc, that their vvickedncfs, infenii-

bility and unbelief, continued to the laft. The re-

prefentations of the divine difpleafure againft

them, were utterly difregarded—God's threatnings

carried no terror to their hearts, and confequently

formed no prevailing argument, or reafon tor re-

formation. The denunciations of general ruin,

w^ithout a fpeedy change of heart and life, were no
doubt looked upon imaginary and romantic ; fitted,

only to alarm weak and fuperltitous minds, inca-

pable of examining luch predictions by the laws

ofreafon, and the perfed:ions of God. We may
eaiily conclude, that they objected to Noah's pro-

phecies, that they could not be true, becaufe they

were repugnant to the divine attributes. It was

natural to blind, and unbelieving finners to alTert,

that it was inconfiftent with the mercy and good-

nefs of the common parent of the univerfe, to dt^-

troy fo many milUons of his creatures, and that

too, only for indulging thofe very appetites with

which himfelf had formed them. How plaufible

would fuch arguments be ? How well adapted to

the tafte, and depraved reafon of licentious and
prefumptuous fmners ? How would they triumph

in this reafoning, as a complete confutation of the

falfliood and abfurdity of all the divine declarati-

ons by his fervant. ** What 1 might they not fay

—

•' Is not God's mercy and goodnefs infinite ? Do not

" all his works proclaim it ? Are not his goodnefs
'* and benevolence as evident as his cxilience ? But
** where Is his goodnefs, or his mercy, upon the doc*.
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*' trine of this romantic fellow, this upflart preach-
'*' er ? Is not this flrange divinitygrofsly unreafon-

•^ able ? Such things cannot come from God, that

" are plainly contradictory to his known and efien-

*' tialperfedions." Noah, ofconrequence,mufl' have
been deemed an old fanatic ; m^d with new no-

tions, and zealous to propagate the infedion, and

make others as mad ashimfelf; or an artful knave,

%vho endeavored to dupe mankind to his private

purpofes, under the pretence of a divine commif-
lion.

With thefe principles, with this perverfion of

rcafon, it w^as plainly impofTible, that divine threat-

nings could harve their proper effe6l upon them ;

or that any means which were judged proper by

infinite wifdom lliould prevail. Hence they quick-

ly fell facrifices to the falfhood of their fVrong and

plaulible reafonings. Vain were all attempts to

linieceive their minds, and difcover the uncertain-

ty of their elaborate arguments. But the event

convinced them by an awful experiment, of what

their reafon could never reconcile with the perfec-

tions of God, or admit as worthy of their attenti-

on and credit. Their arguments drawn from the

nature and perfections of God, mightily comfort-

ed theirhardened hearts, and fupported their blind

minds, until the day in which ^be fountains of the

great deep zvere broken up, and then their refuge of

lies was fwept away; and the conviction of the

truth of divine revelation was forced in upon their

minds, with all the horrors of defpair—Thus ma-
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ny, even at this day, pretendedly argue from the

divine perfedions againil divnie revelation ; and

like xhefe unhappy anodiluvians, will receive con-

vidion when it is too late, from the deluge of Je-

hovah's wrath, which they would not believe.

III. We obferve, that the vengeance of Heaven

executed by a general flood, was to them extreme-

ly fudden and furprizing.—They had for a long

courfe of years, the loudcfl calls to repentance,

and the mod exprefs warnings of univcrfal ruin,

in cafe of difobedience. Noah, it is probable,

was a preacher of righteoufnefs an hundred years,

and endeavored to ftem the current of general

wickednefs, by the application of divine threat-

nings, and exhortations to repentance. In this view,

therefore, their deftruclion was not at all fudden, nor

unexpected. But they did not believe the truths

of God ; the divine threarnings were to them as

idle dreams.—They ate, they drank, they marriedy

and were giving in marriage, until the day Noah en^

tered into the Ark, and the flood came and defiroyed

them all.—They were fure in themfelves no fuch

event would happen—they were fure God was

merciful, and in this confidence they blefTed

themfelves, and bid defiance to fuch fliocking and

barbarous declarations. They could not, in any

fhape, believe them, until the fatal event ad-

miniiTered demonil; ration, with confufion to their

fcnfcs—until they found themfelves overwhelmed,

isnd flrangling in the flood, and the fame ven-

^^u
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geance purfuing them down to Hell. How aw-
ful was the fecurity and confidence, in which they

were furprifed 1 While all were cheaiful, gay, eafy,

and happy, facrificing to pleafure, indulging their

natural, and as they imagined, innocent deiires,

looking for no fuch thing ; they lift up their eyes,

and behold, the awful torrent from afar, rolling

irrefiftably along! Oh dreadful conilernation i

Ihocking change 1 In a moment, from mirth, mu-
fic, tranquillity and joy, to horror, amazement,

and defpairl Hear how they fhriek and howH
but God laughs at their calamity 1 See how they

run hither and thither, mingling without diftinc-

tion ; in diftradion, looking for places of refuge

and fecurity 1 See fome afcending to the tops of

houfes, and afpiring domes I Vain expedient ! for

the impetuous furge overturns their ftrong places>

and confounds their hopes 1 See millions fleeing

to the lofty mountains, before the encreafing flood I

But Oh 1 how fruitlefs is their attempt ! 1 hou-

fands fink in the vale—Thoufands are overtaken

upon the brows of the fleep hills, and dafhed to

pieces by the lafhing waves, among the craggy

rocks—The rcfidue are fwept from the deceitful

fummit, down the long precipice, to deeper ruin!

Hark, how they cry for mercy ! But alas, it is now
too late ! Thefe cries might have fucceeded, had

they been made in time ; but then they judged '

them unnecelfary, and that it was too foon : as

many, even at this day, put off fceking God, and

crying for mercy, until they are furprifed in deaths

y
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IV. We obfervc, that the circumfiances and

flate of mankind at thofc feafons in which Jcfus

Chrill will come to punifli and judge them, will

greatly refemble thofc at the time of the flood.

—

They will be times of great fecurity, of eminent

inconlideration and careleiTnefs, with refpedl to

the matters of religion and eternity : Seafons in

which both wife and foolifh virgins will be fleep-

jng; in which profanenefs and wickednefs will

prevail ; the love of pleafure, and the love of the

world, will be remarkably great and general.

I. This is often the cafe w^hen Jefus Chrifl

comes to remove particular iinners by death.—It

frequently happens that carelefs and impenitent

finners, who have had many warnings of their dan-

ger, and made light of them, are taken av/ay when

they leafi: expeded fuch an event. Innumerable

arc the inflances of this fort. How often are men
checked in the career of their madnefs, folly and

fecurity, with that awful language, noufool! this

night Jhall thy foul he required of thee. Oh ! my
brethren, a flate of fecurity is a dangerous ftate I

When fmners cry, -peace^ peace, then fudden de-

ftru(;l:ion cometh ; when they imagine themfelves

mod diflant from death, judgment, and eternity,

then thofe events are neareft. How tremendous

is it, to be arreflcd by the grim meffenger in the

midfl of fcenes of pleafure, or worldly projects,

and not one day more allowed to prepare for ano-

ther (late

!
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2. This is the cafe when Jefus Chrifl comes to

puniih and deftroy guilty and impenitent nations

and churches.—Nothing is more ccrta'n than that

in all pad ages, feafons of divine judgments on

communities, either civil or facred, have ever been

feafons of great fecurity, and reigning impiety.

—

The truth of this obfervation is evident with ref-

ped; to the Jewiih nation, in all the public judg-

ments God poured out upon them.—And the

conduct of Providence towards this nation, ought

particularly to be obferved ; for it is defigned as

a fpecimen of the ordinary methods, in which God
will deal with com.munities that he has diliin-

guiflied with the honorable relation to himfelf, as

his church and people.—It is evident God never

vifited them with any public remarkable calamity,

but fome remarkable public defediion is mention-

ed as the immediate reafon and ground of it.—*

They indeed often difowned the imputation

;

they denied their guilt ; were infenfible of any

fuch remarkable degeneracy, for which they fhould

be fo fcverely vifited ; they refufed to accept

thofc judgments as the puniihment of their fins ;

and had the common difcafe of an unhumblcd

heart to exculpate themfelves.—But from them

we learn, that public judgments on a profelTing

people, are always the ordinary effect, and defign-

ed puniihment of public declenfions from their

duty, and regard to the covenant and oaths of God
they are under. And their not feeing themfelves

in this light, nor being afFeded with them is no
argument at all that this is not the cafe.

:Jt
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3. This will be the cafe, when Jefus Chrid

fliall be revealed from Heaven to hold the gene-

ral judgment.—Av.ful fecurity, and awful wick-

ednefs will then prevail ; for fcarcely will faith be

found upon the earth.

There is a day, a dreadful day, fixed by divine

decree, when Jefus Chrifl: fhall be revealed from

Heaven, with his 'mighty Angels inflaming fire,

to take vengeance on them, that know not God,

and obey not the Gofpel—to call all nations,

tongues and languages; all the kindreds of the

earth, and every individual that ever exiftcd, to

his bar ;
—-to lay open the fecrets of every heart—

to difclofe the hidden fprings of action, and de-

termine the real characters of men, and fix their

eternal defliny ! One would imagine, that the

certainty of an event of fuch high confequence>

and everlafting importancci would have an irrefif-

tible eifed: : that it would intcrefb and penetrate

every heart, and determine all univerfally to the

rnofl iludious and incelTant attention to thofe

things, whereby they might be prepared to ftand

iii the awful day 1 And yet we are allured, not-

withftanding, that it will be a time of great and

general fecurity. Jefus Chriii's coming will be

as a thief in the night; when men are in a pro-

found ficcp, altogether inapprehenfive of danger.

As in the days that were before the floods they zvere

iating and drinking^ marrying and giving in marriage

^

:t::til the day that Noah entered into the Ark, and knet^-
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not until the flood came and took them all away ; f^
Jhall alfo the comhig of the Son ofMan be,

I proceed now to clofe this difcourfe with a few

refledions.

I. How great is the refemblance between our

prefent flate, and that of mankind before the

flood ! The fimilitude bears in all refpeds, and

that too with peculiar aggravations on our part.

It is fo glaring to every ferious obferver, that the

very mention of it were fufficient to bring all to an

humble confcflion, and mournfulfenfeof our dan-

ger. But, it is the dreadful unhappinefs of lin-

ners, the nearer they approach to judgment and

ruin, the more blind and infcnfible they grow.—

»

This arifes from two general caufes. i . The pro-

per nature of finful courfes, which always blind the

mind, and harden the heart. 2. The additional

judgment of God, who permits the malignity of

the human heart to exert itfelf with lefs control.

—

He ceafes to apply thofe - ufual methods of re-

Uraint—gives them up more to themfelves—leaves

them to the government of their own heart's lufls

—denies them reftraining grace—takes his fpirit

from them.

The refemblance between us and the old world,

is evident in the following refpeds.—The univer-

fal prevalence of deep fccurity—the great means

which God is ufing with us to reclaim us—and the

amazing wickcdnefs which abounds among all

ranks ofmen notwithflanding.
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I. The rcfemblance is evident in the univerfal

prevalence ofdeep fecurity. Let us look around us,

and do we not find in ourfelves and others, ftupi-

:dity and unbelief in its ftrongeft likenefs, to that

we fee drawn for thofe bevond the flood ? Are we

ading any otherwife than they ? Are we doing any

thing elfe but eating and drinking^ marrying and giv^

f'ng in marriage, buying, felling, planting, building,

&c.—though the wrath of God is ready to burll

upon our devoted heads !—Are wq doing any thing

but increafing our guilt, which is already gone up

to Heaven ? Are we not by adding iniquity to ini-

quity, blowing up the fury of God Almighty to an

unquenchable flame ? Are we not walking in fe-

curity, taking no notice either of his word or pro-

vidence, as though we were refolved to make trial

of what God will do after all his threatnings ? Oh
foolifl:! people ! do you thus provoke the Lord to

jealoufy ? Are you fl:ronger than he ? Remember
if you thus continue, your feet flriall Aide in due

time. The things that come upon you make
hafl:e:-—And nothing but repentance—nothing

but a fpeedy entrance into the Gofpel Ark—no-

thing but taking refuge immediately under Em^
manuel's wings, can fecure you an efcape.

IL The refcmblance between us and the old

world is fl:rong, in refpedl to the great means God
is ufing with us to reclaim us. Noah was a

preacher of righteoufnefs to them, but we have

Jefus Chrill and his Apoftles preaching righteouf-
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nefs to us. The exhortations to repentance—the

"warnings of our danger recorded in the fcriptures,

are very many ; and thefe exhortations and warn-

ings are fo clear and pointed, that he that runs

may read them. He muft be abfolutely Itupid,

and nearly funk into a (late of Atheifm, that does

not perceive and underftand thier voice. They

proclaim aloud the height and enormity of our

wickcdnefs, and the difpleafure of Heaven againil

us.

How loudly have we been called upon to repenjt

and change our v/ays 1 Howearneftly and frequent-

Iv^ has the importance and neccflity hereof bee.^

inculcated upon us 1—How exprefs have been the

warnings we have had, and ilili have of the dan-

ger of our natural courfes of fm and pleafurel-

—

'

How often have the terrors of that wrath, to which

we' expofe ourfelvcs by impenitence, formality and

neglip"encc in religion, been painted and exhibit-

ed to our view, from the word of God 1—How dif-

tindly have the glories and divine rewards of the

Gofpel been fct before us, to induce us to prefer

the fervicc and v/ork of Jefus Chrifl, to all the flat-

tering, dcluuve, and linful enjoyments of this,

world 1—How many events have v.e miCt with in

tlie cburfc of our lives, to roufe our attention to,

the vanity of all things below the fun I

—

IVe have

'had line uprjji line, and. precep upon precept—-and

]iotwithitanding all this, does not an awful and

fatal fccurit.y prevail among us, as it did among-

thc inhabitants of the antediluvian world ?
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III. The amazing, wickedncfs which abounds

among all ranks of men, befpeaks a too great

likeiicfs between us and them. It is recorded of

them, that all fiefp had corrupted their wa)\ and the

earth was filled iviih violence. And is not this aw-

fully true with regard to us ?—I cannot now pur-

fue this argument in rjl its parts, or give the black

detail of reigning vices, which demondrate the

imitation to be general and true. Would to God
that the matters and evidences^ applicable to thq

fupport of this reprefentation, were lefs obvious

and lefs abundant!^—What a growing contempt

for divine revelation takes place among us ?—Wha|:

attempts are daily made io weaken its authority

and influence ?—Vain are all devices to fupport

virtue by ingenious theories, and labored argu-

ments, when the plain and ilmple doclrines of the

Gofpel ofJefus Chriit arc fet ande. Oh 1 how blaf-

phemous an infult on the perfeclions of God, is

the attempt to fubllirute other methods to pro-

mote virtue in the room of the ever blclled Gof-

pel, in the place of this glorious inflrumcnt of

Heaven for the fupport of Religion 1 Will not a

jealous God take vengeance, and confound the dc-

iigns of all fucli deillical and antediluvian build-

ers !—But leaving this, what fort of wickcdnefs

docs not abound among us ? Ho\v is the name,

the dreadful name of God profaned? Flow often

are our ears fcunned with belli ill oaths, and direful

imprecations?—How are God's fabbaths abufed?

iiow are the ordinances, and fpecial iniUtution;^
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of Jefus Chrift neglcdled ? What reflraint of pray-,

er ? What thoughtleflhefsj refpedingall the great

realities of eternity, take place ? How does beaft-

ly drunkennefs, and more than beaftly unclean-

ncfsy in all their horrid forms, defile our land ?

—

And how has love and friendfhip among mankind

ceafed? What extortion and injuflice—what trick-

ing, defrauding, overreaching, and cheating, al-

mofl every where abound ?—Alas ! how few arc of

clean hands^ how few are of pure hearts

!

How are mankind plunged and funk into ini*

quity!—How do they add drunkennefs to theft,

licentioufnefs to liberty, profanenefs to foolifh jeft^

ing, and to all thefe, a total negled of divine ad-

monitions, and yet vainly imagine they fhall have

peace!—Will not the eternal God caufe his jealou-

fy to fmoke againfl: fuchfecure and bold tranfgref-

fors?—Jehovah's wrath is already enkindled, and

unlefs we awake to repentance and reformation^

it will furely I?urn unto the loweft belli It will con-

fume the young man and the virgin^ the JucUing alfo

with the man ofgrey hairs.

Let us hearken to the divine voice, and not be

found proclaiming defiance to the vengeance of

Heaven. Oh ! that fecure, ftupid, and carclefs

dinners would make a ftand ; lay your ways feri-

oully to heart ; conlider what is likely to become
of you, and what you will do at the awful appear-

ance of the Son of Man I
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Go, confefs your fins ; mourn for your iniqui-

ties ; break oif from your tranfgreflions ; and cry

unto the Lord, and it may be that he will rellrain

the fiercenefs of deferved wrath, and beflow blef-

fings Upon you.

Let the wicked man forfake his way, and the un^

righteous man his thoughts ; and let him return unto the

Lord and he will have mercy upon him, and to our God,

for he zvill abundantly pardon.

Prepare to meet thy God, IJrael.—Let there be

a general preparation. The Lord is on his way.

Behold he comes quickly ! Gird up the loins of

your minds, and go ye forth to meet him, repent-

ing of your fins, acquiefcing in the Gofpel plan of

reconciliation, obferving all the commandments
and ordinances of God. But if this advice feem

evil unto you, prepare, O Sinners, for judgment!

Prepare to meet an incenfed judge 1 Our God is a

confuming fire !

—

Upon the wicked he Jhall rain

Jnares, fire^ and brimjione, and an horrible tempeft *

thisJhall be the portion ofyour cup.

Let it be the fervent prayer of all, that God

would awaken the fecure, alarm the flupid and in-

confiderate, and turn multitudes to righteoufnefs.




