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EXPLANATORY NOTE

The completed manuscript of The Devo-
tional Life of the Sunday School Teacher was
Sfound among the papers of the author after
God called hvm from earth.



FOREWORD

HE real power in Sunday-school teaching

18 not in methods, important as it 18 to

have the best of these, nor in equipment, valuable

as this is, but in the teacher’s own spiritual life.

““ Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit,”

13 the divine revealing of the secret of power in
all Christian work.

It is the aim of these stmple chapters to put
emphasis upon some of the vital elements in the
Sunday-school teacher’s life and work.

_ J.R. M.
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THE DEVOTIONAL LIFE

OF THE

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER



CHAPTER 1
SACREDNESS OF THE TEACHER'S WORK

NE of the most significant words in the
teaching of Jesus is that in which he
gives his command concerning the care of the
children. He asked Peter a question, “lov-
est thou me?”’ and when he got a satisfactory

answer, he said to him, “Feed my lambs.”
He had in mind the figure of a shepherd.
David had sung, “The Lord is my shep-
herd.” Jesus himself had used the figure to
describe his own tender watchfulness over
his people. They are his sheep. The chil-
dren are the lambs. The word used here
means, “little lambs.” This suggests that
the very youngest children are included.
They were infants that were once brought to
Jesus, whom the disciples would have kept
away, but whom he welcomed so warmly,
saying ‘“‘Suffer the little children, and forbid

them not, to come unto me.” No mother of
(8]



THE DEVOTIONAL LIFE OF

an infant child should ever feel that the Son
of God is too great to care for her baby, to
receive it into his arms and to bless it.

An interesting story is told of Francis
Xavier, the great Jesuit missionary. Once
when throngs were coming to him and he was
almost utterly exhausted, he said to his
servant: “I must sleep, or I shall die. No
matter who comes, do not wake me.” Then
he crept into his tent and his faithful attend-
ant stood guard. Presently the young man
saw his master’s pale face at the tent door.
Beckoning to him, Xavier said, as if fright-
ened: “I made a mistake! I made a mistake!
If a little child comes, waken me.” It is thus
with our Master. When a little child needs
him he is always ready to answer the call.

No flock of lambs in any wilderness is
beset by so many perils as are the children
in this world. It is the duty of the Church
to protect them. The mother is the child’s
first natural keeper. Every home should be

a sanctuary, where the little ones born into
[4]
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it shall be safe. We are careful about health
and bodily safety. We make our homes
secure shelters from the elements. We look
after drainage, ventilation and warmth. We
are careful about food, water and clothes.
Are we as careful about the moral shelter and
sanitation which we provide in our homes?
Protection is not all. The lambs must be
fed — not their bodies only, but their minds
and their spiritual natures as well. Every
home should provide for the best possible
education of the children who come into it.
The mother is the child’s first teacher; her
heart is the child’s first schoolroom. The
children should be taught early to look up to
God, to trust him, to love and obey him.
If they are Christ’s lambs they should be
trained from infancy to know their good
Shepherd, to listen for his voice and to follow
him.
The parents come first, but the teacher’s
part is also of the greatest importance in the

shepherding of Christ’s lambs. The Sunday
[s]
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school is the Church caring for the children.
Very sacred are its functions. Its obligations
cannot be met by any mere perfunctory or
routine service. In the Jewish church the
most urgent cominands were given concerning
the training of the children. They were to
be instructed from their infancy in the holy
Scriptures. These heavenly words were to
be lodged in their hearts so early and so
deeply that they would color their first
thoughts, sweeten their first affections and
give tone to all their aspirations and desires.

This is what we as teachers should seek to
do for the young children in our classes. We
should fill their hearts and minds with divine
influences — the words which are able to
make them wise unto salvation. We have
the children when their lives are easily im-
pressed, and when the blessing of our teaching
will help to shape them for noble character
and great usefulness. We should use the
utmost diligence to take possession of them
then for God.

(el
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Jesus made very clear the essential quali-
fications of a true shepherd. Before he com-
mitted his little lambs to the care of Peter,
he asked him in a mmost solemn way, “lovest
thou me?”” and got his answer, “Yea, Lord.”
There must be in the heart love for Christ, to
make the apostle ready to be a shepherd of
Christ’s lambs. There was special reason why
the question should be pressed at this time.
Peter had sinned — he had said in his weak-
ness that he was not one of the Master’s
friends. He must unsay that denial and as-
sert his love for Christ in a most unmistak-
able way, before he could be intrusted with
the care of souls — little children’s souls.

It is well that all who are set to care for
children should understand the full signifi-
cance of this requirement. Love for the
work itself is not enough. There are some
people who like to teach children, but this is
not a sufficient qualification. Enthusiasm
for children does not alone fit one for the

sacred work. The children are Christ’s
(7]
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especial care, and he will not intrust them to
anyone who is not loyal to him, and who does
not know him and love him.

He does not say that the shepherds mnust
be very learned, or very wise, or highly
cultured, but he does insist that they must
love him. It is his work— caring for the chil-
dren, and no one who does not feel toward
them as Jesus himself does is ready to do
the right work for them and in them. The
lambs are tender and easily harmed. An
ungentle touch would hurt them. An unkind
word might mar the beauty of their spirit.
Wrong advice might wreck their destiny.

It is evident that nothing but love will *
fit one to be a shepherd of Christ’s lambs.
Imagine a mother without affection. A little
child is laid in her arms, but she does not love
it. She undertakes the care of it in a per-
functory way, nursing it, providing for it,
teaching and training it, yet all without love.
Think of that tender young life growing up

in this world of danger without the nurture
(8]
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of love! It might almost as well be in a home
for foundlings as with an unloving mother.

But even the best human love, sweet and
holy as it is, even mother love, the deepest,
purest, most sacred of human affections, is
not enough to prepare one to be a shepherd
of the lambs. The love of Christ must be in
the heart of one who would fittingly do this
holy work. Unless a woman loves Christ —
however she may love her child — she is not
ready to be a true mother of little children
who belong to Christ. The teacher who does
not love Christ, however naturally affection-
ate and sympathetic she may be, lacks the
essential qualification for being a true shep-
herd of Christ’s little lambs.

Why is the love of Christ necessary for this
shepherding? Nothing else in this world is
so sensitive as a child’s soul. A rough or
careless touch may leave eternal marring on
it. You go out one day with a geologist, and
he shows you on certain rocks the prints of
birds’ feet, the indentations made by falling

(9]
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raindrops, the impression of a leaf with all
its fine veinage marked. Once that rock was
plastic clay, and the birds walked over it,
the rain fell on it, and the leaf fluttered down
and lay there. Next day the clay became
dry and hardened, holding in it all these im-
pressions. At length it became rock. Then
some mighty upheaval tossed it to the side of
a great mountain, where the man of science
found it. But through all the long centuries,
and in fire and flood, it has kept these ancient
marks to tell the story of its origin.

Yet more sensitive to impressions than the
plastic clay, and holding them yet more
tenaciously, is the life of a little child. Every
phase of influence that passes over it, even
momentarily, leaves its own record indelibly
written. If we who are caring for the gentle
life are impatient, the impatience will leave
its trace; if we grow angry, our amger will
make a wound; if our life is impure, it will
leave tarnishing. They must be holy, pure

and meek, who would do Christ’s work
(10]
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worthily on the soul of a little child. Noth-
ing but the love of Christ in a heart will make
it truly fit for the shepherding of Christ’s
lambs. |

This wonderful love transforms the life in
which it dwells. It makes the heart warm
and tender; it makes one patient, thoughtful,
kindly and sympathetic; it softens harshness
and rudeness into gentleness; it gives one
mercy and compassion toward the erring; it
kindles that higher love which seeks the
higher good of a life. When one loves Christ
truly, one has some measure of Christ’s own
love, and is thus prepared to be as Christ to
others. '

We need to think seriously of the responsi-
bility of taking a young life into our care for
teaching and influence. There is a responsi-
bility in all friendship. We are flattered
when people come to us and wish to have us
for friends. Confidence and love bring us
pleasure. But what are you going to do with

this new friend who has come into your life?
(1]
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What kind of guardianship are you going to
exercise over him? Are you good enough to
take him under your influence?

One of Charles Lamb’s letters gives a most
interesting illustration of unusual thoughtful-
ness in this lme. A young person was dis-
posed to trust him as a friend, giving him his
confidence. Mr. Lamb wrote to this person
and said: “I do not wish to deter you from
making a friend, a true friend, and such
friendship, where the parties are not blind to
each other’s faults, is very useful and valu-
able. I perceive a tendency in you to this
error. I know that you have chosen to take
up a high opinion of mny moral worth, but, I
say it before God, and I do not lie, — you are
mistaken in me. I could not bear to lay open
all my failings to you, for the sentiment of
shame would be too pungent.”

That was a brave and noble thing to do.
Not many men would have done it. Yet the
responsibility of accepting a new friend, es-

pecially when it is a child or a young person,
[12]
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is always most serious. If our hands are not
clean, if our hearts are not pure, if we are not
ready to be absolutely true to the person, we
dare not do it. Nothing but the love of
Christ in the heart fits one to receive another
life into the confidence and affection of holy
friendship. It is a serious thing to take a
class of children or young people, becoming
their teacher; and if one has not the mind
of the Master, one dare not do it. Before
he intrusts his lambs for shepherding to
any human care, Jesus asks with search-
ing earnestness, “lovest thou me?”> Then
getting the answer, “Yea, Lord; thou
knowest that I love thee,” he says, “Feed
my lambs.”

When we love Christ truly, we are ready
for any service he may give us, however
sacred it may be. Then we can take the
tender young life into our hands, and our
touch will not harm it. Then we can answer
the children’s questions; for one who lives

near the heart of Christ is taught of him, and
(18]
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can guide his little ones into the truth.
Then the love of Christ, burning in us,
will make us like Christ and just as we
become like him are we ready to shepherd
his little lambs.

[14]



CHAPTER II
THE TEACHER'S AIM

HE highest work given to mortals is that
of winning souls. It is the work which
Christ himself came into the world to do.
His part was to reveal the love of God and
then make redemption for lost men; the
winning and gathering of perishing ones
he committed to his disciples. In ordinary
cases lost sinners are brought to repentance
and faith only through those who already
believe. There is only one Saviour, but
human messengers must tell the story of his

grace and bring men to him.

Christ does not go along the paths of life,
seeking the lost, save in the persons of his
disciples. The Holy Spirit does not, at least
ordinarily, convict men of sin and lead them
in penitence to the cross, by his immediate
agency, but through the inspired Word, as

spoken by cleansed human lips.
[15]
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When we think of these truths, we see our
great responsibility as Christians. Our mis-
sion in this world is to carry Christ to those
who do not know him. This is especially
true of all who as preachers and teachers are
sent to present the gospel to others. They
have a peculiar responsibility in this work.
The Sunday-school teacher in whose heart
there is not a strong desire to win souls has
not yet realized the seriousness of the relation
which he sustains to the members of his class.
Those who sit before others with the Bible in
their hands, to guide them into a knowledge of
the truth, should make sure that they know
their duty. The Holy Spirit desires through
them to present Christ as Saviour and Lord.
There are those who may never be saved
unless it be through us; if we fail in our duty
to them they may perish, and their blood
will be upon us.

We have an illustration of the human part
of salvation in our Lord’s miracle of the

loaves. The bread came from the Master’s
[16]




THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER

hands. The disciples themselves never could
have fed the thousands with the little they
happened to have. Yet neither did Jesus
feed the multitude, save through his disciples.
He gave the bread to them and they distrib-
uted it among the hungry ones who sat there
on the green banks. The Master and his
disciples were coworkers.

In this we see a picture of the manner in
which the blessings of redemption reach lost
men. Christ alone can prepare these bless-
ings; no other one in the world could do this.
He gave his own life to be bread for the
hungry world. No other one can provide
bread for our souls. Yet he does not with
his own hands carry the bread to the perish-
ing and hungry. He gives the loaves to his
disciples and they pass them to the people.

But suppose those twelve men who were
the mediators of the blessing of the bread
that day had taken the loaves from the
Master’s hands, and, sitting down on the

grass, had merely fed themselves, eating till
(17]
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they were satisfied, then laying down the
bread, and not passing it to the hungry
multitude waiting beyond them, what would
have been the result? While there was
bread enough to feed all the thousands, they
would have remained unfed, because of the
indolence and the selfishness of the disciples.
The Master would have been balked in his
purpose of mercy and compassion toward the
people, not through any want of power in
himself or of provision ready, but because
his disciples had failed in their mission as
distributors of the blessings which his hands
had prepared.

The disciples did not act thus that day,
however. Gladly and eagerly they carried
the bread from group to group, till all the
multitude was fed. But in the spiritual
counterpart to that feeding, do the Lord’s
disciples never merely feed themselves, taking
no thought for the hungry ones who are be-
yond them? They sit down at the gospel

feast table and eat of the provisions that are
[18]
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offered, but do not think of the souls outside,
who are perishing of hunger.

It is easy to see what terrible consequences
may result from this neglect of duty. Souls
may perish in their sins because we, in our
thoughtlessness or in our spirit of self-
indulgence, will not do our part by simply
passing to them the bread of life. If we act
thus we cannot say as Paul said, referring
to the lost: “I am pure from the blood of all
men.”

It should always be a question with us,
when we are intereeding for others, asking
blessing or help of any kind for them, whether
it may not be our duty to take to them what
we ask God to give them. There are times
when to pray for one to be sent to do some
work of Christ is less than useless — is even
presumptuous. A city missionary, on his
rounds, was passing a miserable hovel and
heard cries as of children from within. He
knocked but received no answer, the cries
still continuing and mdicating sore distress.

v [19]




THE DEVOTIONAL LIFE OF

He opened the door and went m, and the
spectacle that met his eyes was one to soften
to tenderness the hardest heart. On a little
heap of straw in one corner of the wretched
apartment, lay a woman dead, and to her
lifeless body two little children were clinging,
weeping bitterly and calling to her. There
was no fire and the room was cold.

The missionary was deeply touched by the
pitiful sight, and his sympathy went out to
the orphan children. He did not know what
to do for them, and therefore fell upon his
knees and prayed to God. He prayed un-
advisedly, however, for he said: “0O God, my
faith this instant dies, unless thine open
skies send help to these. Send some one —
some angel, some messenger, to provide for
them.” But hardly had the words escaped
his lips, when there came rebuke in answer
to his rash thought. He seemed to hear, as
if from the skies, the words: “Thou art my
messenger — do not dare to leave my little

ones. Lo, I have sent thee here for the very
[20]
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purpose of caring for them. To thy keeping
this night I give them!”

So he arose and answered his own prayer.
Giving a hand to each child, he led them
away to shelter and care. Thus, many times,
the only answer to our cries to God for help
to others is, “Go thou, and minister to them
in my name. Thou art my messenger.”

When we ask how we may win souls, the
answer is, that our part is that only of the
messenger of Christ. When Jesus came
down from the Mount of Transfiguration and
the distressed father told himn of his demoniac
son, and how the disciples had tried in vain to
cast out the demon, Jesus said, “Bring him
hither to me.” That is what he asks us
always to do with the souls in whose salva-
tion we are interested — “Bring them to
me.” That really is all we are to do —all
we can do.

Yet there are some things to notice about
the work of the messenger. Not everyone

is ready to bring the lost to the Saviour. We
[21]



THE DEVOTIONAL LIFE OF

must be vessels meet for the Master’s
use or he will not use us in this most sacred
work.

For one thing, we must seek to make lost
sinners know that God loves them. This
really is the heart of the gospel message. It
was to reveal this fact to men in their sins
that the Son of God came down from heaven
to earth. This is the message that he spoke
in the ears of the weary, the lost, wherever he
went. This was the gospel that shone out in
his incarnate life as he moved about, — “God

. . manifested in the flesh.” This was the
meaning of the cross — it declared that God
so loved the world that he gave his only
begotten Son to be the world’s Redeemer.
This is the great burden of the message of
the Church to men; it says to every sinner,
“God loves you.” He who really learns this
one truth, whose heart learns it, and who
can say in the glow of happy consciousness,
“God loves me,” is saved. The first thing,

therefore, in those who sit down before others
[22]
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to try to win them, is to make it plain and
clear to them that God loves them.

For another thing, there should be in the
teacher’s own heart a genuine love for souls,
a true compassion for the unsaved. Some
measure of the love that brought Christ from
heaven to earth, and led him to his wonderful
condescension and sacrifice, we must have,
if we would be his messengers in bringing
others to him. If we would be soul winners,
we must have the mind that was m Christ
Jesus. Until we have in us something of this
compassion, it is scarcely worth our while to
try to lead souls to the Saviour. ‘““God loves
you and I love you,” was the message of Mr.
McAll to the people of Paris, when he first
began his work among them. There is little
use in our telling people the first part of this
message if we cannot tell them also the second
part of it. We must love or we cannot tell of
God’s love. The love of Christ must throb
in our hearts, shine in our faces, melt in our

eyes, tremble in our words, and offer itself
(23]



THE DEVOTIONAL LIFE OF

again on the cross in our lives, if we would
win souls to heaven.

There is a practical suggestion in the scrip-
tural word: “He that is wise winneth souls.”
Souls cannot be driven to Christ, they cannot
be coerced into discipleship; they must be
won. When we study the manner of Christ
among men, we readily see how he sought to
save the lost. He loved people imto his
kingdom. He proved himself the Friend of -
sinners. He sought not to be ‘“ministered
unto, but to minister.” He loved to do good
to others, to help them, to comfort them.
Grace shone in his face and i his whole life.

If we would bring souls to Christ we must
win them. The teacher who is cold i his
manner may teach earnestly and evangeli-
cally, but he will not gain souls for his Master.
It is the teacher that has a warm heart, and
whose heart melts into his words and his life,
who will be most greatly blessed in his work.
‘We can win others for Christ and save them,

only by love.
[24]
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The first bringing of pupils to Christ is
not the whole of the teacher’s work. They
are then to be watched over with new care,
wisely guided, faithfully shepherded, helped
in all true ways, built up into strength and led
out into fields of active service. To this
sacred ministry every teacher is called and
ordained. Fulfilling his ministry with faith-
ful earnestness, he will shine as the stars
forever and ever.

[25]



CHAPTER III
THE TEACHER'S PREPARATION

REPARATION is more than half; in-
deed, in many things, it is nearly all.
Work for which preparation has not been well
made is scarcely worth while. One who
expects to make anything noble of his chosen
calling, prepares for it with great diligence
and painstaking. Men serve a long appren-
ticeship to be ready to do the work of their
trade. Inadequate preparation results in
incompetent workmanship, and that fore-
dooms one to failure. No man can hope to
succeed in business without a business train-
ing which will enable him to grapple with the
problems of trade. No one can rise to dis-
tinction in a profession without laborious
study and self-discipline. Most of the
failures in life may be traced directly to the
lack of thorough preparation. Men are in

haste to get into the field and do not take
[26]
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time to fit themselves for the responsibilities
and duties which await them.

What is true in general of all callings and
pursuits is yet more true of work on mind
and heart; most careful preparation should
be made for it. Before a man is considered
competent to be a physician, to be intrusted
with the treatment of diseases and the per-
formance of critical surgical operations, he
must undergo a training of years under the
best instructors. Can it be any less responsi-
ble work to be a physician of souls, — to be
a teacher, for example, of a class of childien
or young people in a Sunday school?

We do not realize the criticalness of the
work we have to do when we sit down beside
another to talk with him of spiritual things.
His eternal destiny may depend on what we
say to him in that very lesson. He may be
at one of the turning points of his life, at the
parting of the ways; and when we have
taught our lesson the decision may have been

made. It is always most serious work to
[27]
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teach others in spiritual things. We need
wise and thorough preparation for it.

It is a fearful thing to do any work care-
lessly. Careless carpentering may result in
insecurity in a building in which men and
women are to live; and disaster may result.
Careless casting may lead to the putting of a
flawed beam into the great bridge, and one
night in the darkness a train filled with sleep-
ing passengers is hurled into the waters to
perish. Careless plumbing may result in
typhoid fever or diphtheria. Carelessness in
any kind of work leaves danger behind it.
But negligence in spiritual work, m work for
souls, may lead to the most far-reaching evil
consequences. Those who would do the
Lord’s work need the most careful training
for it.

Two kinds of preparation are necessary.
One is general, bearing upon the life and
character of the teacher and running through
many years. This preparation begins with

personal devotement to Christ. This must
(28]
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always be first. We must come to Christ
before we can go forth for Christ. We must
be Christians before we are teachers. The
Twelve were appointed ‘“‘that they might be
with him,” and that, when they were trained,
he “might send them forth.” We are not
ready to be intrusted with the care of souls
until our own soul is saved and we are follow-
ing Christ.

Preparation for teaching includes also
personal knowledge of Christ. It is not
enough to know about him — we must know
him. Teaching never can be effective which
is only a retelling of what some other one
has said. That was the weakness of the
teaching of the scribes in our Lord’s day.
They quoted what the rabbis had said.
We must be able to tell what we ourselves
know. Personal friendship with Christ is a
necessary qualification for one who would be
a teacher in the school of Christ.

Another element of preparation is famili-

arity with the Scriptures. Of course, the
[29]
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Bible is such a vast treasure house that even
a lifetime spent in researches in it cannot
exhaust it; hence it cannot be said that one
must know all about the Bible before he is
prepared to be a teacher. One may begin
with very little knowledge and yet be an
efficient teacher, but he must be a diligent
student of the Word, meanwhile, and all the
while.

Another element of preparation in a teacher
is his own heart life. Miss Havergal used to
say that a great deal of living must go to a
very little writing. It is quite as true that a
great deal of living must go to a very little
teaching. Really, we can teach only what
we have learned by experience. When the
minister said he had been thirty years pre-
paring the sermon which he had just delivered
with such power, he spoke truly, although,
perhaps, the immediate preparation of the
discourse had required but a few hours.
Thirty years’ life, with its experiences, had

gone into the sermon. Any sermon or lesson
[s0]
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is valuable just in proportion to the amount
of life that has entered imto it.

Another element in personal preparation
must be made in the teacher’s character.
If he is not a good man he is not fit to touch
the souls of others. He should live so care-
fully and conscientiously that he will never
be afraid to look any man in the face. He
needs the preparation of attested character.
His neighbors must be able to witness well
for him. A doubtful reputation disqualifies
one for effective teaching. The good work
he may do through his lessons on Sundays
will be neutralized by the influence of his
life on week days.

One of our Lord’s most suggestive teachings
is against hiding one’s light under a bushel.
Our spiritual life is a lamp burning in the
heart and we are to make our character so
crystalline and keep so clean that the shin-
ing will never be obscured. Any inconsis-
tency in conduct will dim something of the

brightness of the light. Anything that is
[81]
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not Christlike in our behavior or disposition
will hinder the full, free shining out of the
light within us. A beautiful life is a noble
preparation for teaching. Those who sit
before classes on Sunday should have white
souls and untarnished names.

So much for the teacher’s general prepara-
tion, the preparation which comes through
Christian nurture. This is put first, because
it is first in value and importance. One may
be a successful teacher without being great
among men or even without being a great
theologian; but one never can leave deep,
heavenly impressions on other lives without
being good. One must have clean hands in
order to put touches of beauty on immortal
lives.

But there is also a specific and definite
preparation which every teacher needs to
make. The lesson must be prepared. To a
young minister who was in danger of trusting
too much to mere glowing ardor to the neglect

of painstaking preparation, an old minister
[32]
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wrote, “You are quite right to trust God
with your work; but remember that it was
beaten incense that was used for the service
of the sanctuary.” Love for Christ does not
preclude the necessity for hard study, either
in a minister or in a teacher. Back of the
class work on Sundays should always be as
many hours as the teacher can get during the
week for the careful study of the lesson. It
is wonderful, too, how much time even the
busiest teacher can get by using merely the
fragments of time that most people waste.
Twenty minutes daily will make two whole
hours in a week.

This is not the place to speak of the way to
prepare a lesson, further than to say that it
must be conscientiously done. No slovenly
work will either please God or leave good
results in the life and character of a pupil.
We are builders. Paul loves to use the
word “edify” of those who are engaged in
Christian work. In one remarkable passage

he speaks of two kinds of building materials
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which may be used even by good men,
working, too, on the true foundation. One
may build into the wall, wood, hay and stub-
ble, or gold, silver and costly stones. The
illustration is very suggestive, and never
was the caution as to what we should build
into others’ life-temples more needed than
in these very days. There are countless
materials ever close to our hand which we
might use, which would be only wood, hay
and stubble in the fabric.

It is easy to understand the consequences
of carelessness or unfaithfulness in deciding
what to give our pupils when we sit before
them. To teach falsehood is to build into
their lives that which will leave eternal mar-
ring. To teach mere trivial things, bits of
sentiment, idle fancies, is to build wood, hay
and stubble into the wall, amid the gold,
silver and precious stones. The illustration
suggests the unfitness of such materials in
a temple in which every smallest fragment

should be rich in its beauty and worth. In
[84]
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preparing our lessons we should take exceed-
ing care that nothing unworthy shall ever be
brought to give to the eager spirits that wait
for us every Sunday. Nothing but truth is fit
to build in the house we are rearing for God.
In all his preparation the teacher should
work for the eye of God, never for man’s eye.
He should do just as carefully and pains-
takingly the things which only God shall see,
as the things which human eyes may see and
human lips commend and praise. An Eng-
lish desler, interviewing Oka, the great
modern Japanese carver of ivories, said to
him: “Why do you waste your time in carv-
ing the under part which is never seen?
You could work much quicker and make
money far more rapidly if you were to leave
that part plain.” The carver answered,
“God who gave me skill and taste, can see
the under part; I dare not leave it uncarved.”
That is the spirit in which the work is done
in Japan. Small wonder that it excels in

beauty and individuality!
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Really all our work is for the eye of God.
That which men never will see, God sees.
We dare do nothing negligently, for we are
doing our most obscure taskwork for the
great Master’s eye. Those who are to open
God’s Word on Sundays, interpreting to a
class of children or young people the mean-
ing of a passage of Holy Scriptures, should
make most diligent preparation in patient,
quiet study, so that they may give no mis-
taken instruction and that the teaching
may be interesting and impressive.

It has been said that the words “That will
do” have done more harm than any other
sentence in the English language. Too many
Sunday-school teachers let this motto of easy-
going indolence rule them in their prepara-
tion of their lessons. They fail to realize
the serious nature of the work they are set to
do. They feel that anything will do for a
class of boys or girls, forgetting that these
young minds are most impressible and these

young hearts open to influences which will
[86]
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shape their whole future. Nothing but the
most careful and most thorough preparation
the teacher can possibly give to his lesson
during the week is worthy of the sacredness
of his work or will satisfy the Master.

There is also a devotional preparation
which every teacher should make before going
to his class. He should go from the presence
of God to his place of duty. Then his own
heart will be set on fire at the flame of God’s
altar, and, looking into the face of Christ, he
will receive his commission for the work
before him. Laying all his preparation at
the Master’s feet, the blessing of the Holy
Spirit will come upon it, and he will be a man
indeed sent from God, a prophet, to speak
the words of God to those whom he shall
find waiting to listen to him. With such
preparation as this, no teacher can ever fail
in the work to which he has devoted himself.

[87]



CHAPTER IV
THE SPIRITUAL ELEMENT IN TEACHING

ANY factors enter into successful Sun-
day-school teaching. A good build-
ing is desirable. No doubt good Bible
study has been secured in dark basements.
No doubt good teaching can be done in a
barn; but all will admit that an ideal Sun-
day-school building is of great value in the
making of an ideal school.

Good scientific teaching is also desirable.
It would certainly be the ideal way to have
all Sunday-school teachers trained as public
school-teachers are now trained, not only in
thorough knowledge of the things which they
are to teach, but also in methods of teaching,
so that they could give instruction in a
scientific way. The time has gone by when
piety will serve as a teacher’s only qualifica-
tion.

Careful and painstaking preparation is also

[88]
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important. It will not do to neglect the
study of the lesson through the week, and
then expect the Holy Spirit to help one to
teach effectively, intelligently and impres-
sively, when one comes into the presence of a
class. Prayer is mighty, but prayer will not
bring into the life either gifts or graces for
which we have been too indolent to toil.
Then, in emphasizing the spiritual element
in teaching, there must be no disparagement
of the value of the Bible words and facts
which make up the body of the lessons. It
is not suggested that the teacher should
neglect the inspired text and spend his time
in pious moralizing. Nor is he to substitute
in place of such Seriptural matters, stories of
his own, however touching and appealing
they may be, supposing that in this way he
can better reach the hearts of his pupils than
by opening up to their minds the words of
God.
Nor will it do to despise the geography, the

ethnography, the biography, the meteorology,
: [80]
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the history, of the Bible. Some teachers
think they must omit all such matters as
these and dwell only upon purely spiritual
things. But this is very superficial and in-
effective teaching. The Bible is a book of
facts. The Old Testament is chiefly a
history of God’s chosen people from Abraham
to Malachi. Then the New Testament is
chiefly a history of the life, work, death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ, and the begin-
ning of the Church, with a handful of old
letters written by apostles to different
churches and persons. Nothing is too small
to be noticed.

We should try as teachers to become
thoroughly familiar with every statement,
to know the meaning of every allusion.
Then we should not regard our work with our
pupils as well done if we have failed to make
plain and clear to them the facts which form
the framework of the lesson we are set to
teach. One of the aims of every Sunday-

school teacher should be to know the Bible
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well as a book, to become conversant with
its contents — its histories, its persons, its
incidents, its allusions. Then, teaching will
be intelligent, misinterpretation will be less
frequent, and the Word of God will indeed
make men wise unto salvation.

Yet there is always need to emphasize
the spiritual element in Sunday-school teach-
ing. Recently there was published an ac-
count of a visit of an American to the Jewish
schools and synagogues in the ancient city
of Bagdad. The visitor was shown to the
room where convened the highest court of the
Jewish commnunity. On a dais sat, in orien-
tal fashion, five old men who were expounding
the law to any who had questions of duty to
propound to them. The guide called the
visitor’s attention to the venerable, white-
bearded rabbi in the center of this group, and
said, “That is the most learned scholar of
the Talmud in the world.” “But,” said the
visitor, “we think we have some very

learned rabbis in our country.” “So you
[41]



THE DEVOTIONAL LIFE OF

have,” replied the guide, “but they study
the Talmud as a science, while we study it as
a religion.”

This answer suggests two ways of studying
the Bible—as a science and as a religion.
It may be studied only as literature; or it
may be studied also as a book of religion, to
learn from it its revealings of God, and its
teaching concerning human duty. The first
is not to be neglected, but the second is the
vital thing, that without which no Sunday-
school teaching is complete or satisfactory.

A visitor to Westminster Abbey once
heard a celebrated dean preach on the
parable of the Good Samaritan. The sermon
was brilliant and scholarly, and described
with great vividness the scenes through which
the traveler passed as he went his way. The
visitor wrote to one of his friends, however,
that he had learned a great deal about the
way from Jerusalem to Jericho, but nothing
of the way through earth to heaven.

The criticism may have been too severe,
[42]
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and yet it suggests a danger in all Bible
teaching against which we need ever to be on
our guard. We can readily imagine a teacher
devoting the whole of the thirty or forty
minutes of the lesson time to the facts and
incidents of the passage assigned for study,
with not a minute for any spiritual instruc-
tion. Evidently this would not fulfill the
true purpose of Sunday-school instruction.
What is the object at which teaching should
always aim? For one thing, it should be to
make the pupils acquainted with the Bible
as a book. But this is not the only aim.
The Bible is given, primarily, to reveal to us
the character and the will of God, and then
to show us human need and the way of
salvation. It is meant to guide us through
this world to our Father’s house. When we
sit down before a class of children or young
people, evidently our first duty is to tell them
what the Word of God means for them.
Failing in this, however well we may have

taught the lesson, we have failed to teach the
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part of the lesson which we were appointed
specially to make plain and clear to them.
The messages of the Bible are personal and
mdividual; if the pupil gets no word for
himself, going straight to his heart, the
teaching has not reached its highest mission.

One day a primary class teacher was put-
ting on a blackboard the golden text of the
lesson. It was, “Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners.”

When she had finished, one of the little
ones said, “O teacher, you have left out
Jesus.” She looked, — the child was right.
Too often the teacher leaves out Jesus in his
teaching.

This suggests the importance of the
practical and personal application of the
lesson. What is the bearing of this portion
of God’s Word on the common, everyday
life of our pupils? When we stand before our
classes on Sunday, we must so interpret to
them the words of the Scriptures we are

studying that its heavenly light shall be cast
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upon their path on Monday and Tuesday.
We may think of their life as it must be lived
for six week days. Or perhaps we look back
over the past week. Some of them have had
sorrow. One has been sick, and is out again
for the first time. One has come from an
unhappy home. They all have had their
struggles and some of them have been hurt
in the week’s life. We must so teach our
lesson in the thirty minutes, that every
hungry, craving heart before us shall receive
something, that not one of them shall go away
unfed. '
We must not fail to bring out the great
facts of the lesson; but we must find also
for our class the word of God that lies in these
facts like a grain of gold in the quartz. We
must get the word for the sorrowing heart,
for the one who is carrying the heavy burden,
for the one who is pale from illness, for the
one who has been hurt in the week’s struggle,
for the one whose home is not happy or does

not help him heavenward. We must find
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a message of cheer for the discouraged one,
a word of hope for the one who is almost
despairing, and a word of warning for the
careless one. Then we must put into each
heart a thought of courage which will make
it braver and stronger for another stretch of
life till the Sabbath comes again.

We must try to make God real to our
pupils, so that they may go forth conscious
of his being, of his interest in them and his
love for them. We must try to help them to
realize the presence of Christ and to become
conscious of his friendship. Then we must
make them feel a sense of their own responsi-
bility for life — that for another week they
must go out to live purely, sweetly, joyfully,
unselfishly, helpfully. They must get in-
spiration from our lesson to help them to live
with energy and hope, and with fear of God
and love for men in their heart, for a whole
new week of very real experience. We have
our pupils for only one hour, but in that

hour we should strive to put into their hearts
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impulses and inspirations which will make
them live better, and work at their tasks
more faithfully, until the Sabbath comes
again.

Much of the teacher’s power in spiritual
work must lie in his own personality. Per-
sonality is the force at the heart of a man
which gives energy, which drives the machin-
ery of his life, which determines character.
It is what a man is that gives force and value
to what he says and does. There are some
people whose personality is so charming that
it imparts a subtle influence to every com-
mon word they speak and the most trivial
thing they do.

The teacher’s personality is a most potent
factor in his teaching. There are teachers, —
scholarly, well-trained, who teach scientifi-
cally, and pour on every lesson a flood of
wisdom, yet who cannot keep a class together.
Pupils will not stay with them. They have
no attractive power. There are other

teachers who have not one tenth of the
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teaching ability of these, and yet they hold
pupils close about them, win their affection
and confidence, and teach them lessons which
make good Christians of them and prepare
them for noble life. The secret lies in their
personality — they are spiritually-minded.
They have the love of Christ in them, and
this love fills all their being and sweetens all
their life.

Few things are sadder than the mistakes
made by some good people in their endeavor
to teach religion. They show at least ordi-
nary common sense in other matters, but the
moment they begin to speak of Christ and
religion all their naturalness forsakes them
and they assume a tone of voice they never
use when speaking on any other topic. They
wear a long face, as if being a Christian were
the saddest thing in the world. The whole
manner of their treatment of the subject is
such that happy, wholesome young persons
are repelled. How much better it would be

if in all our presentations of religion we
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should make it bright, sunny and attractive,
so that the young may learn to think of being
a Christian as the sweetest, truest, loveliest
life possible to them. Spirituality does not
mean solemnity. Piety is not something
gloomy and forbidding. Being good is not
being long faced. The ideal teacher should
be full of sunshine and his speech full of song
and cheer.

[49]



CHAPTER V
THE TEACHER'S LIFE AS A FACTOR

IVING must always go before teaching
and must enforce it. Personal char-
acter is that which gives value and weight to
our speech. We all know men who talk
eloquently and say excellent things, but
whose words have little influence. The
reason is that their life, as men see it, fails
to give evidence of sincerity and earnestness.
Then we know other men whose words are
plain, perhaps who falter and stumble in
speech, but whose lives are so true and so
evidently Spirit-filled, that their simplest
sentences have weight and influence.

Other things are important. A teacher
should be intelligent; inaccuracies of state-
ment make marring and confusion in the
minds of the pupils. He should not fail to be
thoroughly familiar with the Scriptures which

he is to expound, so that error in fact or in
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doctrine may never be taught by him.
Wrong teaching in spiritual things may wreck
& destiny. Aptness to teach is also an im-
portant qualification in one who undertakes
to instruct others. There are many persons
of large intelligence, whose knowledge of the
subject concerning which they are to teach is
full and accurate, but who yet lack the teach-
ing faculty. A Bible teacher should be apt
to teach. )

Yet, while all these and other qualifications
are essential, that which after all counts for
most in the teacher is the element of personal
character. Nothing but heart can reach and
impress heart. It is life alone that can quick-
en and nourish life. It is the man as he is that
gives influence and force to what the teacher
says and does. It was Arnold the man quite
as much as Arnold the teacher who did such
important service for English boys at Rugby.
The same is true of everyone who does effec-
tive and enduring work in school and class.

This is especially true in Sunday-school
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teaching, where the lessons to be taught are
moral and spiritual, having for their object
the building up of character. The best
teachers, measured by scientific standards,
will fail altogether of real effectiveness if
their teaching be not enforced and sustained
by a good and worthy character.

It goes without saying that inconsistency
in the life and conduct of a teacher vitiates,
perhaps altogether annuls, the best and
wisest instruction. We must not only point
out the right way to those who sit before us
to be taught and guided, but must ourselves
walk in the way. Christ came in the flesh
to bring the life of God down close enough to
us for us to see it, and we in turn as teachers
are to bring down in our own personality the
life of Christ, close to those whoin we would
help, so that they also will follow Christ.

That was Paul’s way of teaching, — “I
beseech you therefore, be ye imitators of
me.”” He was to men the interpreter of

Christ. He invited people to look at him to
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see in his life a miniature of Christ’s. “Be
ye imitators of me, even as I also am of
Christ.”” He was not afraid to ask those he
taught to take him as their example. Nor
in this confidence did he take any honor from
Christ. He was conscious in his heart that
he was following Christ, and showing in his
own life and character the fruits of the Spirit
which he desired to see in others.

i Every teacher should have the same con-
sciousness; he should make sure that if his
pupils imitate him they will also imitate
Christ. A little child came to her mother
with this question: “Is Jesus like anybody
Iknow?” She was trying to mnake out in her
own thought what Jesus was like. Her
mother should have been able to say: “Yes,
I am trying to be like Jesus — I am a little
like him. Look at me, and you will learn
what he is like.”” It requires a high order of
Christian living to give one this confidence,
but those who represent Christ as teachers

should live near the Master, and should be so
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blameless in their character that they need
not fear men’s eyes. They should be able to
say what Paul said.

How can we who are older and have more
experience expect those younger than our-
selves, who wait on us for pattern and guid-
ance, to try to live better than we are living?
We can teach only what we know, and we
really know of Christ only what we get
wrought into conduct and character, into act
and disposition. We can lead others only
over paths that are familiar to our own feet.
We are called to be witnesses of Christ, and a
witness is not a repeater merely of something
he has heard; he can tell only what he has
seen and learned by personal observation
and experience. No one can ever teach
more of Christ than he knows through
acquaintance and personal friendship with
Christ. All efforts, therefore, to guide others
further into spiritual life than we have gone
ourselves, are futile and unavailing.

However glibly the words may fall from
[54]
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our lips, there is no power in that teaching
which has cost us nothing more than a little
conning or memorizing of sentences. The
lessons which impress others as we speak
them must come out of our own heart, and
must have been fused in the alembic of our
own experience. We must have learned
them for ourselves, perhaps in struggle and
pain, or our most eloquent counsels and ex-
hortations will have no more warmth in them
than winter sunbeams dancing among icicles.
Indeed, teaching with which our own daily
life and conduct do not harmonize inspires
only sneers in those who listen to us. It does
only harm to the cause we would advance.
Nothing comes of an irascible, 'quick-
tempered 1nan’s moralizing on the duty
of gentleness and sweetness of disposition.
There is no use in a close, hard, exacting,
miserly man commending the Master’s teach-
ing, “It is more blessed to give than to re-
ceive,” for his conduct shows that he does not

really believe what he commends. One who
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is known to be untruthful will have little
influence in urging ever so eloquently the
duty of truthfulness. An uncharitable and
resentful man cannot effectively inculcate
the lessons of charity and forgiveness, for he
himself has never learned the lessons. Chil-
dren are very soon old enough to detect
inconsistency in life and conduct in those
who, by accepting the place of teachers, say
to them m effect, “Be ye imitators of me,
even as I also am of Christ,” while they so
distinctly fail to live as Christ lived. It is
only when the teaching grows out of the
living that it has power over others.

On the other hand, beautiful character
always impresses itself on other lives. It is
like a gospel which silently and continuously
preaches its own evangel. Simple goodness
in a teacher has an influence over young lives,
like that which summer skies have over
fields and forests. It inspires, quickens and
woos out the best things in mind and heart.

The secret is the indwelling of the divine
[s6]
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Spirit in the heart that is truly consecrated
to God. The outcome of such inner life is
Christlike character.

Those who work in clay or in paints or
chemicals, in flour mills or in coal mines, carry
with them from their work into the streets the
marks of their occupation. We know, when
we meet them, where they have been, and
what they have been doing. We know,
when we observe men’s manners, and hear
their speech, whether they are educated or
untaught, refined or rude. In like manner
those who have been with Jesus carry out
from his presence the unmistakable marks of
communion with him. All who meet them
feel in their every word and act, in their very
silent presence, the influence of the power
that is in them; and there is no other power
that is so effective in impressing life. One
who lives near to God is struck through, as it
were, with the life and the Spirit of God.
His very face is transfigured, as the inner

light shines out through his features. His
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simplest sentences have an unction that
makes them impressive. His presence is &
benediction wherever he goes.

Every Sunday-school teacher should seek
to possess spiritual power. He can find it by
living near to God. Those who commune
with God will come from their closets to their
classes like Moses from the forty days on the
mount, their faces shining with the brightness
of God’s holy love. Communion with God
must always go before good service. There
can be no largely useful life which is not in-
spired by fellowship with Christ. There is
no other secret of spiritual power. Nothing
can work the works of God but God himself
in the heart. There can be no mnere imitation
here. No set of rules can be prescribed, the
following of which will produce certain
spiritual results. Power in Christian work
can come only through Christ living in us.

It is a serious responsibility which one
accepts who becomes a teacher of the young;

it is a perilous thing for a teacher to occupy a
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place in the presence of all the possibilities
that lie in young lives, and then to be un-
faithful or even negligent. It is a serious
thing if, being helpful in many ways, the
teacher yet fails in the higher spiritual work
which belongs to one who is set as a guide
to human souls. We may do many good
things for our pupils who gather about us and
look into our face; we may teach them many
things that will adorn their life and character;
we may impart to them knowledge that will
be of value to them in their life and work;
we may aid them in other ways — in litera-
ture, in social life, in their general culture;
yet, if we do not succeed in leading them to
Christ, and fashioning in them the divine
likeness, we have failed in that part of our
duty and responsibility which is most essen-
tial and vital, that without which all our help
avails not in the end. Few words are sadder,
when all the facts of her life are considered,
than these lines by the gifted and brilliant

H. H., — the last she ever wrote, telling of
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her want of satisfaction with her life work
when she came to consider it, when facing the
facts of eternity:

Father, I scarcely dare to pray,
So clear I see now it is done,
That I have wasted half my day,
And left my work but just begun.

So clear I see that things I thought
Were right or harmless were a sin;

So clear I see that I have sought,
Unconscious, selfish aim to win;

So clear I see that I have hurt

The souls I might have helped to save,
That I have slothful been, inert,

Deaf to the calls thy leaders gave.

In outskirts of thy kingdom vast,
Father, the humblest spot give me;

Set me the lowest task thou hast,
Let me repentant, work for thee!

A teacher needs to be most watchful and
faithful, not only with his teaching, but also
in his personal hife, that fromn the end of it all,
when he faces eternity, he may not have to
look back with tears of repentance over a

failure. Of all the solemn sayings of Jesus,
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none are more solemn than his words concern-
ing him who should cause one of his little
ones to stumble. “It is profitable for him
that a great millstone should be hanged
about his neck, and that he should be sunk
in the depth of the sea.” We need the mind
of Christ in us, the gentleness of Christ, the
patience of Christ, the thoughtfulness of
Christ, that we may never misguide a child
that asks us the way home; and we need to
be filled with the grace of Christ, flowing out
in conduct, disposition, and character, so
that never by any act, word, or influence of
ours, we may cause a little one to stumble,
hurting a soul we might have helped to save.

[e1]



CHAPTER VI
THE TEACHER REPRESENTING CHRIST

T is a great advantage to have clear and
definite thoughts of duty. Many per-
sons seem never to have any very serious
views of life. They do not know for what
purpose they are in this world, what their
mission is. Indeed they never give any
earnest thought to the matter. They appear
to have no conception of the responsibility
of being in this world.

Many live as if there were neither God nor
man nor Devil, as if there were neither moral
law, nor human accountability, nor divine
judgment. But too many others who even
call themselves Christians and who recite
their creed on every opportunity, seem also
to live almost as indifferently as these. They
have no thought of their relation to the

kingdom of Christ, of their place as redeemed
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" ones, belonging to God, or of their duty as
Christians to do Christ’s work in the world.

Not many even godly Christians seem to
understand their personal responsibility as
coworkers with God, as helpers of Christ
in saving the world. It is important that
those at least who as teachers are earnestly
desirous of doing their part in guiding others,
should have a clear conception of what they
are to do and how they are to do it.

The mission of Christians in this world was
very clearly defined by the great Teacher,
when he said to his disciples, “As the Father
hath sent me, even so send I you.” That is,
we bear the same relation to Christ that he
bore to the Father. He was sent by the
Father and we are sent by Christ. What a
dignity, a sacredness, a seriousness it gives to
our life, to remember that we are sent from
Christ and for him! We are not in the
world in any mere haphazard way, or on any
mere chance errand; we are sent from God.

It follows that we represent him who sent us;
[63]
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we are his ambassadors; we speak for him.
This is true not only of ministers, those who
are ordained to the holy office; it is true of
every Christian, and especially of those who
are called to teach others the truths of divine
revelation.

Our mission, too, is the same as was that of
Christ. He was called the Word. A word
reveals thoughts. Our friend stands before
us silent, and we know not what is in his
heart. Then he speaks, and his words tell us
what his feelings are. The world could not
know the thoughts that were in the heart of
God. No man could go up to heaven to see
God. Then God sent his Son — the Word —
to reveal his thoughts, and men learned that
God is their Father, with a father’s love,
care, tenderness, compassion. They learned
also the divine mercy and grace. For three
years Jesus went about speaking in human
language great thoughts about God and show-
ing in his life the dispositions, affections,

feelings, and character of God. We, too, in
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our little way, are to be words of God, re-
vealing what is in the divine heart. As Jesus
said, “He that hath seen me hath seen the
Father,” we should be able to say, “He that
hath seen me hath seen Christ.”

This teaching puts upon us a sacred re-
sponsibility. Wherever we go we must be as
Christ. Christ is no more here in his own
humanity — we are now the body of Christ.
He does not go about doing good, but we are
to go about and do what he would do if he
were here again. We are to be Christ to
others, and we need to watch our life, lest
sometimes we misrepresent him. We should
never give a wrong interpretation of any
thought, feeling or spirit of Christ.

It is part of our work as Christians to do the
work of Christ. For three years he went up
and down the land, speaking the words of
God, doing the works of God. Those were
wonderful days. Then he died on a cross.
How he must have been missed when he

came no more to the people’s homes! What
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a blessing his ministry had been, with its
miracles of healing and its common kind-
nesses which cheered and brightened so many
lives! The world needed just such love amid
its want, pain and sorrow. How much
poorer this earth seemed when it was known
that Jesus was dead, that he would go among
the sick and troubled no more! What a
pity it seemed that such a ministry should
cease!

Yet it did not cease. Jesus went away
himself, but he had trained his disciples to
dothe gentle things he himself had been doing
for three years, and now sent them out to
continue the ministry. It is the mission of
Christ’s followers, wherever they are, to do
" the things that Jesus would do if he were
here. We cannot perform miracles, but we
may do many Christly things. His love
should ever be in our hearts, revealing itself
in whatever forms of helpfulness the human
needs about us may require.

“Is your father at home?” a gentleman
[e8]
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asked a child, on the village doctor’s door-
step.

“No, sir,” the boy answered; “he’s away.”

“Where do you think I could find him?”

“Well, you’ve got to look for him some
place where people are sick, or hurt, or some-
thing like that. I do not know where he is,
but he’s helping somewhere.” ‘

If one had been seeking for Jesus in Galilee,
he would have found him where people were
sick or distressed in some way. He was
always helping somewhere. By the same
mark his disciples should be known in any
community. They should always be helping
some one, comforting sorrow, giving cheer,
encouragement, strength. Thus the ministry
begun by Christ, nineteen hundred years ago,
in the little country of Palestine, should go
on wherever the followers of Christ are found.

Especially should those who are set to be
teachers of others in spiritual things, carry
out this part of the Master’s commission.

They represent Christ and it is not enough
[67]
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that they tell in words the meaning of Christ’s
gospel; they should also, in their own lives,
truly and faithfully represent Christ as a
minister of good, a giver of help, a dispenser
of blessing.

It is part of the mission of Christians also
to help Christ to save the world. He was
sent to redeem the lost. He gave his life in
service of love to lift up the fallen. We are
exhorted to have the mind in us which was
also in Christ Jesus — the love which brought
him from glory. We are not sent as he was
to die on the cross; one atonement was
sufficient. Yet we are to have the same love
for the lost that he had. Instead of taking
us to a cross it should lead us into a life con-
secrated to the saving of the world. We
never can be as Christ was in the world, and
continue to live for ourselves. Service is the
key word of the Christ-life service, even to
sacrifice. 'We must lay down our lives in
love, whether it be in living or dying.

These are hints of the meaning of the words
[68]
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of Christ when he said that as the Father had
sent him, so he sends us. What he was to
the people among whom he went in his large
way as the Son of God, we are to be to those
among whom we move in our small way
as his followers. We are his apostles as he
was the Father’s Apostle. We are to reveal
him in our lives as he in his life revealed the
Father. We are to continue the ministry of
love which he began. We are to give our-
selves for the world as he gave himself on
Calvary.

All this may seem discouraging. The re-
sponsibility of representing Christ and being
to the world in any measure what he was,
may appear to be too vast to be met by any
human soul. But there was something else
which Jesus said which makes us ready to
take up our burden. Immediately after
defining the relation of his disciples to him and
to the world, he breathed on them and said,
“Receive ye the Holy Spirit.” Without

this divine enduement they never could have
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been in the world what he had been. The
Holy Spirit is in one sense the same as Christ
returned to earth. Instead of living now in
one human body he lives in every believer.
Thus he is really continuing his own ministry
in his people. The love that is in us is but
the love of Christ beating in our heart.
The holiness that we attain is but the holi-
ness of Christ reproducing itself in our lives.
The beautiful things that appear in our
characters — love, joy, peace, long-suffering,
meekness — are but the graces of Christ
wrought in us by his own indwelling — the
fruits of the Spirit, as Paul calls them.

We never can have these qualities in us
unless we receive the Holy Spirit. No mere
human culture can produce them. They are
fruits which do not grow on the stalk of
nature. We can do the works of God only if
God be in us. But that is what it is to be a
Christian. “Christ liveth in me,” is Paul’s
description of himself as a believer. There

is no other true definition.
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How can we receive the Holy Spirit and
thus have the divine life in us? The word
“receive” answers the question. The Spirit
never will be forced upon us; we must re-
ceive him. It requires an act of our own.
We can shut him out of our lives if we will.
In receiving the Spirit we must surrender
every ‘thing to him. He must be admitted
to rule, to guide, to sway all the life.

An old Dutch picture shows a little child
dropping a cherished toy out of his hand.
At first one does not understand why he does
this, but closer observation shows, at an
upper corner of the picture, a white dove
which is flying toward the empty, out-
stretched hands. The child has dropped the
toy to receive the dove.

Ofttimes our hands clutch things which
are dear, things which we have toiled hard
to gain. But there is something better, —
“Receive ye the Holy Spirit™ are the words
that fall from the lips of Christ. Shall we

not gladly drop out of our hands any posses-
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sions, any pleasures, anything, in order that
we may receive the dove of peace?

People talk about having to give up so
much to become Christians; but do they
give up much? Or is the giving up to be
compared with the receiving? Is the man
making a sacrifice who drops his wood, hay
and stubble, to take gold, silver and precious
stones? Shall we talk of giving up, when
we let go our toys and glittering trifles, to
receive the Holy Spirit? Were the first
disciples losers when they left their nets and
boats and homes and went after Christ, to
find homelessness, persecution and martyr-
dom? It seemed a loss but they dropped
out of their hands only a few poor, perish-
able things, to receive imperishable riches,
honors and glories.

We should never hesitate, therefore, to
yield our lives to the Holy Spirit, whatever
emptying of our hands it must take to prepare
the way. To receive the Spirit is to let God

take us, that he may bless us and use us in
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being as Christ to a weary, suffering and
sinning world.

Those who would lead others into complete
surrender, into fullness of blessing, into noble-
ness of confession, themselves need all the
fullness of God, that they may truly represent
the Master in the world.

[78]



CHAPTER VII
THE TEACHER'S SPIRITUAL CULTURE

HE word culture is used first of land —
the act of tilling and preparing it for
fertility. The ground is cultivated in order
to make it yield the best harvests. The
word is applied also to the act of promoting
growth in plants, especially with a view to the
improvement of their quality and the produc-
tion of new varieties. It is wonderful what
results are obtained in flowers, for example,
by culture.

* The word is used also of the improvement
of the mind and the refinement of the char-
acter, under the influence of education. It
is not only the acquiring of knowledge, the
becoming familiar, for example, with litera-
ture, that is meant; it includes also the effect
on the life, the thoughts, the feelings, of
familiar contact with refinement. We all

know the influence on the nature of intimate
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‘association with those who are intelligent and
refined.

There is also a spiritual culture, the im-
proving, enriching and refining of the spiritual
part of our being. We begin our Christian
life as children, in the lowest forms at school.
Yet we are to grow in all the qualities which
belong to beautiful Christian character.
Spiritual culture is the process by which our
nature is softened and mellowed into the
gentleness of love, our talents are developed
into their best possibilities of usefulness, and
our whole life is transformed into the beauty
of Christ.

It is very important that those who teach
others should themselves have a rich spiritual
culture. We cannot impart what we do not
possess. The influence of one’s personality
is among the most potent influences in one’s
life. Manners are far more important than
we are apt to suppose. Our smallest rude-
nesses are as dead flies in the perfumer’s

ointment, which mar its sweetness. Refine-
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ment is in itself not only a charm but a subtle
power in one’s personality. There is a
spiritual refinement in some people which
adds manifold to the value of all they do or
say. It is indefinable. We cannot analyze
it nor tell what its secret is, but it is an
unmistakable power. Everyone who would
guide others in spiritual things should seek
for this charm of spiritual culture.

We should long for the best that we can
attain. The Master would have all his
servants vigorous and wholesomme Christians.
He desires not only that they may have life,
but that they may have abundant life. He
always expects large things from faith and
consecration. He spoke of the new life he
gives as a well of living water in the heart,
and said that from this fountain, not a trick-
ling streamlet but rivers of water, shall flow.
It should be our aim to attain the high
standard that the Master has set for us.
- 'We should be content with nothing less than

the best Christian culture, resulting in the
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finest character and the largest possible use-
fulness.

But we cannot dream ourselves into such
spiritual attainments; we can only forge
them out for ourselves in most heroic, patient,
and persistent striving, with the earnest use
of the means of grace. Nothing good can be
gotten without cost. We must be willing to
burn the oil of life if we would give out light.

One step in personal spiritual culture is the
giving up and putting off of every wrong
thing. It may seem needless to exhort
Christians to put away their sins, but even
in good lives there may be evil yet cherished
which hinders spiritual growth and lessens
usefulness. These sins may be so dear to us
that we do not care to give them up. Or
perhaps we fight against them, but do not
overcome them. There are days when we
seem to be victorious; we easily master our
weakness, and put our besetting vice under
our feet. We begin to feel encouraged,

thinking that at last the battle is won. Then
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suddenly, again, we face the old temptations,
and lie again in the dust defeated.

If we would have our spiritual life deepened,
we must get these sins out of our heart and
habit. So long as they stay in us, they will
vex and plague us, hindering God’s work in
us, and marring our usefulness. Unless we
expel them, and possess the whole territory
of our lives for Christ, we shall not have deep
peace, neither shall we become of great use
to God. Permitted sins always make men
weak. A defeated man cannot help others
greatly in their struggles. The reason Jesus
Christ is able to succor us in every tempta-
tion is because he overcame —he was
“in all points tempted, like as we are, yet
without sin.”

But says some weary struggler, “I cannot
master these evils of my heart. When I
begin to think I have them subdued, suddenly
they rise up again like giants. I cannot
expel them.”

True, no man can make the conquest of
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his own life. But Jesus can do this for us
and in us. We do not know what a perfect
salvation he is able to give us. We say he
saves us from our sins, and we think only of
sin’s guilt, — that he took upon himself on
Calvary the curse that was ours, redeeming
us. He did this, and there is therefore now
no condemnation to them that are in Christ
Jesus. But Christ would save us from our
sins in a far deeper way than this. He would
save us from the sins themselves, — take
them out of our hearts. We may get the
victory over all our sins through him who
overcame the world. When we have got
this mastery, we are ready to be a blessing to
others.

Another important element in the process
of spiritual culture is to be right both with
God and man. For a whole year after
Dayvid’s great sin he was in the black shadows
of his transgression. God’s hand was heavy
upon him. His life was like a drought-

smitten field. God’s face was hidde
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Neither was he right with men. He had
done grievous wrong to many others; he had
sinned against the whole nation. But there
came a day when his sin was set before him
by Nathan’s faithful word. Repentance
followed; he got right with God and also
with man. Then blessing came. God’s won-
derful forgiveness brought peace and cleans-
ing. David had joy and gladness once more,
and the bones which had been broken began
to be healed. The Holy Spirit who had been
grieved returned to the penitent heart. The
joy of salvation was restored. Now David
was ready to teach other transgressors God’s
ways.

Not always are Christians entirely at one
with God and man. So long as there are
sins unconfessed and unforgiven, there is a
cloud shutting out the full sunlight; and so
long as there are grudges in the breast, and
strivings and contentions with others, the
blessing flows not unhindered into our own

hearts, nor through us to the lives of others.
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It is well that every Christian shall now and
then put himself to the test with such ques-
tions as these: ‘“Is there anything between
my soul and God, anything that separates
me from God and hinders closest communion;
any evil thing not given up, any sin uncon-
fessed and unforgiven? Is there anything
between me and any other soul, anything
that hinders complete friendship?” If this
testing reveals aught that comes between us
and full blessing, we must resolutely put it
away, whatever the cost may be, if we would
promote our own spiritual culture. We
must be right both with God and man, if we
would have a rich work of grace in our own
hearts, and if we would have God work freely
in us in blessing others.

Another essential element in the culture
of the spiritual life is prayer. Of course, we
all pray. Every Christian prays, — prays
every day, prays twice every day. That is,
every Christian kneels every morning and

evening, and says a prayer. Is it always
[s81]
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praying? Is the heart always in the words?
Is it a real meeting of the soul with God.
Do we not too often merely go over some form
of words, into which we put neither thought,
desire, faith, nor love? Such praying will
never enrich our spiritual lives.

If we look over the names of those who have
grown into strength of spiritual character,
and have become blessings to men, we shall
see that they were all men of prayer. Abra-
ham was a man whose influence has lived all
the ages since his time, and he was on such
intimate terms with heaven that he was
called the friend of God. Moses wrought
mightily for the uplifting of the race, and he
talked with God as a man talks with a friend.
We know what a power Daniel was in the
world, what a magnificent character he had,
how he stood for God, for truth, and for
principle, and did not once fail. Daniel was
a man of prayer. Back of his sublime career
was his closet, where three times a day he

knelt before God.
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Or take Jesus. Never was there any other
such life of beauty and blessing lived in this
world. All these centuries the fragrance of
his name has been spreading among the
nations, the very saving health of God to
millions. Jesus got his strength — that
which made his life so victorious, and so rich
in its influence — through unbroken com-
munion with God in prayer.

The teaching from all this is that we can
never have deep spiritual life without much
prayer. A few hurried minutes of formal
praying in the morning and a few sleepy
moments of saying prayers in the evening,
will never bring down into a life any large
measure of the love and grace of God. Before
we can live deeply we must be on terms of
intimacy with Christ. John’s life grew and
ripened into a rich splendor of spiritual
beauty, and we know the secret — he was
the close friend of Jesus. We can attain
like blessing only by living with Christ, by
daily communing with him. No mere formal
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devotions will do; there must be a life hid
with Christ in God, a dwelling in the secret
place of the Most High, an abiding in Christ.

One result of such living is the imbuing of
our spirits and characters with the very life of
Christ. If we live ever in his presence his life
will permeate our very being. Another re-
sult is spiritual power. We desire to have
influence over men, that we may do them
good. Such power we can get only from God
in prayer. It is not mere personal magnet-
ism, human love, eloquence, earnestness,
enthusiasm for humanity, that will make us
real helpers, comforters, and healers of
others; only the power and grace of God,
received through prayer, can prepare us
for such service.

Bible study is also important in spiritual
culture. It would be interesting to know
how much of God’s word most Christians
take into their lives on their average day.
With too many, their ordinary daily devotion

consists in a brief, hurried prayer at the
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bedside, with no reading of God’s Word.
Such devotions will never feed one’s soul.
If prayer is the “Christian’s vital breath,”
the Bible is the Christian’s daily bread.
Not to get a portion of it into the heart every
day is to starve the soul.

The great men of the Bible were all lovers
of God’s Word. The people of Israel were
taught to read it contmually, to hide it in
their hearts, and to meditate upon it day and
night. Job esteemed the words of God’s
mouth more than his necessary food. We
know where Mary learned the sweet lessons
which made her life so beautiful, — she sat
at the Master’s feet and heard his words,
and these words transformed her.

In no way can we ever become rich-
hearted Christians, with abundant life, much
fruit, and lovely character, but by feeding
upon God’s Word. Some one writes of the
power of a noble thought to make one strong
to resist temptation. Another says that one

of the secrets of always staying young is to
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keep new thoughts ever in one’s mind. It
is wonderful what enriching one gets from
familiarity with the best books. But there
is no other book whose great thoughts so
strengthen one against temptation, so renew
one’s youth and so enrich one’s nature as the
Bible. To make it one’s daily study is to
grow continually in spiritual culture.

There are other ways of deepening spiritual
life which might be mentioned. One is faith.
It is in believing on Christ that we get the
life of Christ into our souls. Obedience is
another. Those who do God’s will learn
more of that will; for, as we follow on, the
way is opened to us. Service is another; for
love is the law of life, and love can live only
in giving and serving. Sorrow and trial are
experiences in which the divine intention
always is the deepening and enriching of the
life. We are not ready to be used in any
large way as helpers of others until we have
suffered. Most of us have to be broken

before we can become bread to hungry souls.
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Most of us must learn sympathy and get
the gentle touch through suffering of our
own.

It is very important that those who lead
the young in spiritual things should them-
selves have a rich experience of the love of
Christ. Every teacher should be a close
friend of Christ, living with him, coming
always from his presence to sit down before
the class that waits, eager to be taught and
led. We should never be content with small
attainments in spiritual things, with a feeble
flow of divine life in our souls, with bearing
only a little fruit. It is God’s will for us
that we should attain the highest possible
things in spiritual culture, and should bear
much fruit.

[87]



CHAPTER VIII
THE TEACHER'S BIBLE

MAN or a woman with a book, is the

picture of the Sunday school teacher.
The Book is always essential. It is the
emblem of the teacher’s mission — to declare
God’s will, to tell of God’slove. The message
is in the book, and a teacher without his book
would seem to be unattested.

Every teacher should have his own Bible.
Of course Bibles are all alike, and one finds
the same words, whatever the edition, small
type or large, limp cover or stiff boards.
Still every teacher should have a Bible of his
own which he may use daily in his personal
reading. It does not seem enough just to
pick up any Bible that may be within reach,
to-day one, to-morrow another.

A book is like a friend; we learn to love it,

and it seems to get to know us better as we
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use it the longer, and opens its heart to us
more and more freely as we commune with it
more and more familiarly. It is easier to
find what we want in a Bible we have used
long — we know just where to look for it,
on which page, and where on the page. It
is strange, too, how it learns to open at our
favorite chapters.

Then the teacher who uses his Bible much
and to whom the book becomes a real friend,
wishes to mark it, indicating the passages
which have helped him, and noting on the
margin memoranda and references which
may be of value to him in his own spiritual
life or in his work with others. Some old
and well used Bibles tell the whole spiritual
history of those who have read them, in the
texts that are underscored. We cannot mark
any Bible but our own. Besides, there is
something sacred and confidential about the
marks one makes in one’s own Bible; they
tell the story of spiritual experiences which

only one’s own eye should see. One does not
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care to put such records of heart-life in any
Bible but one’s own. It would be making
too free with sacred things.

The teacher’s Bible should be a good one,
one with marginal references, and if possible
with its treasury of facts and helps at the end.
Some one of the several editions of the Bible
which are now so extensively used by teachers
and other Christian workers will prove in-
valuable, having within its covers so much
besides the text itself that throws light upon
the teachings of the holy Book.

But far more important than the particular
edition one uses is the study of the contents
of the Bible. Every teacher should be a
diligent Bible student. It is not enough to
master week by week the passage assigned
for the Sunday lesson — this is important,

"but the teacher should study the Bible in
other ways.

How then should he study it? Not the
way many persons study it. They open it

anywhere, and read a few verses, perhaps a
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chapter, in one place to-day, and then to-
morrow open it, again at random, at another
place, and read a few verses or a chapter.
So they go on, year after year, perhaps never
reading any one book through in order, if at
all, often going over the same favorite chapter
or some easy psalm again and again. Then
they wonder why the Bible is not interesting
to them, and why they appear to get so little
help from it. How could it be either inter-
esting or helpful, read in such an unscientific
manner? No other book would stand the
test of such a method of reading. No one
could ever get interested in any other book,
using it as most persons read the Bible.
There is a common-sense way of reading it,
however, and to those who édopt this it will
yield its deepest revealings and its richest
treasures.

The Bible is a collection of booklets bound
together in one volume. There are sixty-six
of these booklets. They were written by

different authors, in different countries, at
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different times, through some sixteen cen-
turies. The scientific way of studying the
Bible is to take it up book by book, mastering
the contents of each one in turn. Each has
its own history, its own meaning and belongs
in its own place. We must know the general
facts about the Book before we can properly
understand it.

Perhaps we would better begin with the
Gospels, since the story of Jesus Christ is the
heart of the whole book and the key to it all.
Take the Gospel according to Matthew. We
may begin by getting all the facts we can
find concerning the author. It seems re-
markable that a publican should have been
chosen to write the first Gospel. Yet no
doubt Matthew was specially qualified for
this task by his previous education and train-
ing. We may notice also that not a word is
told about anything that Matthew did or
said as an apostle — no act of his is described,
no word of his recorded. His Gospel is his

only memorial. It would seem that he was
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called and trained just to write a book.
That was his mission.

We may then take up the Gospel itself.
It was written for the Jews. Its object was
to show them that Jesus of Nazareth was
indeed their Messiah who was foretold. It
is full of references to the prophecies. Here
we have the key to this Gospel.

Having learned all such available facts,
the next thing is to read the book — not a
few words here and there to-day, and a few
to-morrow, but to go through the whole of
it, if possible at one reading. This should
be done several times, until the student is
familiar with every fact and incident recorded.

Let the same course be followed with the
other booksuntil each one hasbeen mastered.
This will require a considerable time, but it
will be time well spent. The teacher who
takes up the Bible in this systematic way will
get an intelligent idea of it as a book. He will
know where each booklet belongs in the

history and will be able to fit it into its place.
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Nor is it so formidable a task as one might
imagine — this reading of the several books
of the Bible through at single sittings. No
one who takes the Book up in this manner,
with enthusiasm, earnestness and reverence,
will ever regret it. The impression derived
from reading, for example, one of the Gospels
through at a single sitting, is wonderfully
inspiring. It gives us in one picture a view
of the whole of the life of Christ on the earth.

But there is another study of the Scriptures
which is even more important for the teacher’s
spiritual benefit than by this method. Thou-
sands who have never known anything of the
Bible as literature, have yet found in it the
treasures of life. They have never mastered
it book by book; but they have had a key
wherewith to open its storehouses when
they will, finding therein divine revealings,
heavenly comforts, promises for life’s way,
counsels for every duty and perplexity.
However well we may learn to know the

Bible as a book, we need most of all to know
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it as the Word of God, and to learn how to
find in it bread for our souls’ hunger.

One good way of studying the Bible for
spiritual profit is by the topical method.
We may take a particular subject and find
from all parts of the Scriptures all that bears
upon it, or will throw any light upon it.
For example, take God’s forgiveness. There
are many superficial notions on this subject.
Many make it altogether, too easy a matter,
to be forgiven, having no thought of the
divine holiness or of the real meaning of sin.
Trace the subject of forgiveness through the
Scriptures, getting the light of all the great
passages on it. The result of such a study
will be a deepened sense of the guilt of sin,
new visions of the divine holiness, a fresh
impression of the meaning of the cross, and
then a wonderful view of the fullness and
completeness of the forgiveness which God
bestows upon all who confess their sins and
accept Jesus Christ as their Redeemer.

Or take a series of studies on the character
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of God — his holiness, his love, his grace,
his fatherly care. Or find out what the
Bible has to say about the Christian life,
what it is to be a Christian, the Christian’s
privileges, duties, and responsibilities, or the
promises may be sought out and gathered
into clusters. Special studies of much in-
terest and profit will be found in looking up
such words as peace, joy, hope, faith, love.

This topical method of Bible reading yields
valuable results, if it is pursued reverently
and thoroughly. It enables us to see the
many sides of truth and thus to get a better
conception of it, for as a rule no one text
shows us the whole of any inspired teaching.
Wrong views are often held by superficial
Bible readers because they have taken their
impressions from a single verse, instead of
getting all the light upon the subject which
they could find in the whole book, and then
gathering from this the final teaching.

For this topical study, a concordance and

a Bible textbook are the only helps required.
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The concordance shows all the passages in
which the word itself occurs. Besides these,
there usually are other passages which treat
of the topic or bear upon it, and these a good
textbook will indicate. It is profitable also
to follow out in a reference Bible the various
references for each verse turned to, as oft-
times these will throw additional light upon
the subject.

All this requires much time and thought,
but the results will richly repay the devout
student. It is a search for gold and gems,
in which one’s quest is never in vain. The
Bible is the Word of God and no painstaking
study should be thought too laborious, if it
brings out in clearer light the truth about
God and about duty.

Besides this serious and thorough study of
the Bible, to learn the mind and will of God,
every teacher needs to maintain the habit of
daily Bible reading as a devotional exercise.
Thus he hears God’s voice in instruction, in

correction, in warning, in guidance, in com-
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fort, in inspiration — learning the lessons for
his own life as he needs to know them. Thus
only can the Word become a lamp to his feet
and a light to his path. Every morning
should have its verse, which may stay all day
in the heart, like a grain of rich perfume to
sweeten all the day’s life.

The teacher’s Bible is meant for use. It
is not enough that he shall know its inspired
words; they must be taken into his life,
believed, trusted in as sure words, leaned on
as one would lean on the bosom of Christ
himself, and obeyed as the very will of God.

The Bible is a book which requires two
kinds of interpretation to make its teachings
clear. Commentaries are good in their way.
They tell us what the words mean and explain
all the allusions. But however perfectly
one may understand the Bible passages, so
far as language is concerned, it requires ex-
perience to reveal the full meaning that lies
in the words. There are promises of com-

fort, but we do not know their preciousness
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until we are in sorrow. There are words for
the widow, for the orphan, for the poor, for
the sick, for the old, but we cannot find the
real blessing in these words until we are in
the experience for which the promise was
given.

Hence the Bible opens its hidden meanings
only as life goes on. We find what we need
in some peculiar experience, in an old verse
we had read a hundred times before without
seeing the meaning which now flashes out so

bright and clear.
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CHAPTER IX
THE TEACHER AND THE HOLY SPIRIT

ITHOUT the help of the Holy Spirit
no one is ready to be a teacher of
God’s Word. No matter how well trained
he may be, how familiar he is with the truths
he is to present, until he has received the
Holy Spirit, he is not prepared to teach.
The disciples had been for many months
with their Master. They had lived in closest
intimacy with him. They had received the
truth from his own lips. They had been
under his personal training. Yet they were
bidden not to go out to begin their work until
they had received power from on high.

In like manner, those who would now be-
come teachers of others, must wait for the
heavenly power. Specific training is im-
portant. They should study the Bible, so
as to know what they are to teach. No one

is ready to sit down before a class until he
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has some reasonable knowledge of the way of
salvation. How can one teach others what
one has not himself learned? How can one
guide inexperienced feet along paths over
which one has never yet himself walked?
How can a teacher lead his pupils to a Saviour
he has not found for himself? How can he
make plain to eager, inquiring minds, truths
concerning life which he himself has never
learned by experience?

In honoring the Holy Spirit, we must take
care not to dishonor the Holy Word. To
claim to depend upon the Spirit while we
make no use of the sacred Scriptures is
fanaticism. The Spirit uses the Word of
God. It is important that the teacher shall
know his Bible well. The minds and hearts
of the first disciples were filled with the words
of Christ. This was not sufficient in itself
to prepare them for their mission as apostles
— it was necessary after they had been so
instructed, that the Holy Spirit should come

into their hearts as the fire of God to kindle
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all this knowledge into a glowing flame;
and yet the knowledge was essential. The
apostles were to be witnesses of Christ and
they could be witnesses only of what they
knew. The Spirit did not teach them new
truths — he only vitalized the truth they
knew before.

The teacher must know the truths he is to
teach. He may not expect the Holy Spirit
to reveal them to him. There is no promise
of this. No teacher has any right to omit
Bible study and the preparation of his lesson,
and then expect the Spirit to supply the lack,
to teach him what he has not taken the pains
to learn for himself. Sometimes one hears a
teacher or a preacher quote a word of Jesus
which says, “Be not anxious how or what ye
shall speak: for it shall be given you in that
hour what ye shall speak,” as if it were a
discouragement or a forbidding of preparation
beforehand for speaking God’s message. But
this is a perversion of Scripture. We must

get the meaning of the words of Christ in their
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connection, and not tear out fragments and
interpret them as if they were independent
sayings. It was of their defense before rulers,
and not of their preaching, that Jesus was
then speaking to his disciples. We must
learn of Christ and know his teachings, and
then we have a right to expect the Holy
Spirit to come and fill us, and kindle our
knowledge of Christ into a glowing fire.

Nor again, must we expect that the Spirit
will make the training of the teacher un-
necessary. An educated ministry is not
unscriptural. Sometimes we hear it said,
as an argument against careful training of
ministers, and teachers, that the apostles
were ignorant, unlearned men, that Jesus
passed by the educated classes and took for
his first disciples a company of rude fishermen
who had never been in the schools of the
rabbis. But those who use this as a reason
against the educating of ministers and
teachers for their work, overlook the fact

that for two or three years these men were
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under Christ’s own personal training. He
was their teacher, and never was there
another such instructor as he. No class of
students in any theological seminary ever
had such training as had the apostles of
Christ.

It will not do therefore to claim that
teachers need no training in order to be ready
for their work in the Sunday school; that all
they require is to be filled with the Holy
Spirit, and that then they will be ready to do
skillful teaching. There is not a word in the
New Testament to support such a claim.
It is not promised that the Spirit will take
a man who has no education, no mental
discipline, and at once transform him into an
eloquent preacher. Now and then something
like this may seem to be done—an un-
lettered, untrained man may be brought to
Christ and almost immediately may become
a successful winner of souls. But this is not
the usual divine method. Men need to be

educated and trained to prepare them for
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their work as teachers of the gospel. We
need for this work not only good men and
women, filled with the Spirit, but men and
women who have been prepared for their
holy ministry in the wisest and most skillful
way.

Nor again, does the Holy Spirit work in-
dependently of Christ. Christ came first,
revealing the Father, declaring the divine
will, and giving his life for man’s redemption.
When his work was finished, and he had
returned to heaven, the Spirit came. But
his mission was to glorify Christ, to take of
the things of Christ and show them to men.
He did not speak of himself, but poured the
light of divine revealing upon the person and
work of the Redeemer.

This truth must not be overlooked by those
who are engaged in Christian teaching. The
Spirit honors Christ and presents his person
and work. We are to seek to bring souls to
Christ, not to the Holy Spirit.

What then is the Christian teacher’s
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relation to the Spirit? First of all, it is
personal. He needs the work of the Spirit
in his own heart and life. He must be a
Christian before he is a teacher, and when
he accepts Jesus Christ as his Saviour and
Lord, he receives the Spirit. All the work
of grace in his heart is wrought by the divine
Spirit. Just in the measure in which he
surrenders himself to the Spirit, will his
Christian life grow in intensity and power.
It is the work of the Spirit to pour light upon
the inner life, that we may discover the evil
of our nature and then put it away. It
is the part of faith to yield the whole being
to the sway of the Spirit, that he may
cleanse the heart and transforin the life
into the beauty of Christ.

There are many words in the New Testa-
ment which indicate the closeness of the
relation into which the third person of the
Trinity enters with every believer. For
example, Paul exhorts Christians not to

grieve the Holy Spirit. This implies that
[106]



" THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER

the Spirit is a person, for we cannot grieve
an influence. He comes to us as our friend.
He is a divine guest who would make our
hearts his home. We grieve him when we
fail in hospitality to him. To shut him out of .
any part of our lives is to grieve him. Any
word, act or thought of ours which is not
cordial, loyal and loving, grieves him. When
we resist his work in us, his work of convie-
tion, of the discovery and casting out of sin,
his work of cleansing and purifying, or his
work of quickening and inspiring, we grieve
him. The Holy Spirit should be allowed to
work unhindered and unopposed in every
part of our lives, and we give him joy and
comfort when we make our surrender to him
so complete that he finds nothing in the way
of his taking full possession of our being.

It is this personal relation of the believer
to the Holy Spirit which is first in importance.
The teacher should be holy in heart and life.
He should be wholly under the influence of

the Spirit. He should be filled unto all the
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fullness of God. It is this that will give him
power, and not any special influence of the
Spirit which he may receive as a Christian
worker. The teacher should be filled with
the Holy Spirit; this will make him a new
man and prepare him to be a successful
winner of souls.'

Then, besides this personal relation as
believers in Christ, those who would teach
others should seek the special help of the
Spirit in their work. The apostles were not
permitted to go into the field to tell the story
of the redemption until they had been endued
with power fromn on high. When they had
received this enduement they at once began
to speak with new tongues. This gift was
supernatural, but we may learn from it that
those who would speak now for Christ to
others need a new power of speech. The
receiving of the Holy Spirit will not enable
them to speak in a language they have never
learned, but it will give to their words a

spiritual energy which they have never had
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before. A burning heart produces burning
speech. Those who obtain the help of the
Holy Spirit in teaching the Word of God will
find that their words have new force. God
himself will speak through them, and his
voice of gentle stillness will reach the hearts
of those they teach as no eloquent words of
mere human speech can ever do. '

How may the teacher obtain this help of
the Holy Spirit in his work? As has been
said already, the teacher must be Christian.
He must abide in Christ and have Christ
abiding in him. Then, he must seek the
guidance of the Spirit in his preparation for
teaching. Only the Spirit can reveal the
meaning of the words of the Scriptures, for
He is their author — they were inspired by
him. It is the reverent, prayerful student
of the Scriptures who finds the precious
things in them.

Again, the teacher should seek the aid of
the Spirit in preparing the hearts of his

pupils to receive the truths he is to teach
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them. He should also make sure of the Spirit
in himself before he begins his work, going
from his closet to his class. Then, when he
is im his place, with the Bible open, he should
depend upon the Spirit to use him and his
words, to speak through him and to work in
the hearts of his pupils.

Those who teach thus, filled with the Holy
Spirit and under his power, will never work
in vain. They will be burning and shining
lights, shining because they burn.
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