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STATE SCHOOLS HARMFUL.

A LETTER FROM THE REV. JOHN MILLER.

A PARENT’S DUTY ASSUMFD—PAUPER TENDXNCIES
STRENGTAENED-~LOSS OF REFINEMENT BY CHIL-
DREN~LESS EDUCATION AND MORK MORALITY--
4 PRECEDENT FRAUGHAT WITH DANGLER —THE
VOLUNTARY SYSTEM THE ONLY SAFE ONE.

To the Editer of The Tribune.

Sir: If the Democratic party would leave
the “ rag baby ” and return to some of their older and
wider principles, it would be belter for thewmn and for the
conntry. It was one of thele anti-Clay bellefs that Gov-
ernment had nothing to do with internal improvements,
and so tormidablo are creeds when they strike their roots
down into the truth that the country has never shaken
off that doctrine. It may have qnarreled with ff, butit
has never quito disowned it. On the contrary, it has pre-
tended it, and, in a certain form of speech, obeyed
it. Bo that even 'when it violated its apirit, it
would cast ite laws juto forms that would up-
hold its tenching, A canal, if Government had to touch
it, must have some pretontion of being for national
defense. If » harbor had to be deepened, it must be as

 naval roads. Malls must protect treasurc und be a

military link, and if we subsidized steamships we must
go stilt further, and not simply hire them for carrying
our mails, but hold thom on some specics of reserve for
army purposes. Like the Monroe doctrine, this party

' plank had been slugularly well nafled dewn, and under
. foroe of that debate tho Government knows lttle of itself

as a close and 28 8 L for
work, but wili take hold of a job only when the rail or
tho wire, or whatever is proposed, can pretend to a ncoes-
sity in some warlike view. Schools, thererom, have been
no If they ed la hood, aud that
wont nakedly a8 their plea, meu would start back, You
must wrap the baby, like Gov. Allen’s, in asomeo
Government need, and this whole hugeness of expense
has been justified under Paul’s idea that the magistrate
is a 8word-bearer, and that, asa strict eystem of poliu,
the sobool, lkea pLY

agency. I take analent Dumom-noy. therefore, not to
fight for it as against Old Line Whigs, but to assume it

Government has nothing to.do with education. Ishall
{here be burrowing down to the vory phitosoplies of the
Btate. Of course I must be dissatlisfied with my first

[ letter if he who reads it takes it as being as broad as thoe

case. Ou the contrary, it was altogether narrow. What

made the following memoramdum : 'From my expeﬂ-
{enco in the [

the Military Academy, I am satisfied tlmc there Is some-
whote a seilous dofodt in the system of instruction, or in'
Its applicntion in the schoolno}

in tho elewentary Lranches, partf
reading, nnd speliing,

1y in arithmetic,
1 thitnk our caniidates are nob

a8 woroughly prevared as they were tweuty years ago.’ ”
Tho play of * [iamlet,” therefore, th
Haulet loth ot Las tus vesy pars of

REFINEMENT.

7. And ngafn, reflnemont. Culture in the taste of fami-
les is & matter of long heredity. In England it is pro-
toctad by entall. No people can be careless of i6, And
in this country it is liable to all the Suetuntions of a
change of proporty. The State School, a8 far as families
will permit, is a ino for grinding ali cl
High und low, white and biack, male and female, in some
parts of the country thoir to
oach other ; and taste is not like salt and pepper that
qpreml in tha common mase, but tlw higher ia the weaker

Tuste valg . And many &
poor child, incapable of a double tax, 1a voerced into &

promiscuons school, and_ is foroed by this governmental }

Aystem-to lose a breeding which is perhaps tho sole gift
sho Inliorits from her anoostors. I am & Darwinlan in
this matter of sehools,
fittost. L would have moral parents secure the best edu-
cation. T scont the culture of rasculs. And whereag
under the old aystem the educated and the rofined banded
down office aud bonor, under the new we.breed defauit.
The wild dereotltmn of the country aré, iu my hu.[uf-
beginning to be y tho f this
glidh-as system.
8. Because, again, 14 breeds: cvime. “As he that
l»in(\eﬂl wn stone ip o sn'ng, 80 is he thu.t giveth bonor to &
‘We are too young to reo ulteilor results. We are
too nenr to ‘what is older, aud too much under the shadow
of the Bible. We masp too hn&mlaively our fiith, and
suppose too confidently that i survive under the
of our system. But as all this corrects itself we
slall sink to the level of what we have framed; and

| that we bhave a taste of in the West, whore the emxgrnnt

ship bas phinted its freight of Subhath-denounmng and

- Bl sle-haking éieves of tho Prussian syster

9. Beoanse, education alone 18 not & nharm that will
pmmvt the ballot-box, in fact it may destroy it. The.,
Rroutest scoundrel on emhh is un oduca.ted scouud.rel.
Beiter havo less and Dest
educated creature in the uulvu‘se is the And
therefore, some measure of voluutaryism, by wbh‘h the
moral and devout will give most edueation to their house-

| holuds, 18 that which gives a start to virtus, and that which

confirms & dominance to the best, which is really the

i Ph\n which will be the very safest to whiok to intrust our
‘where it is conceded, or, stili more innooently thau that, |
to employ it to systematize our. thinking, I hold that |

BELIGIOUS FREEDOM.

10. I must touch this matter again, though I
made it tho whole subjoct of my first letter. I
bave met gontlemen who say, true enough, advaneed
places of education seem to violate conacience. When
boys begin to learin history, and when advanced

of

the Church thinks is but a part of the " What
Mr. Blaiune starts at is just now one greatly awakened
fear. The selivol, beyond tuat, is a disorder im iteelf.
‘What part it will arouse depends upon the humor of the
uation, I the Church fecls tie malady, it is to its honor
&8 being eensitively awako. But society in all
its depths, that is to say, government and all
it fights for and keepa in order, by which shail
be meant the world with ita long heredity, and in this
we 1ust include art and mannors, and law and govern-
ment, security, family victue, the ballot-box and our
liberties, which these schools were to protect, nay the
very learning that they wera to koep afloat, and the
very ohildren that they are framed to teach, are all con-

o wholesome hardship that these letters have to be very
brief; for though one may smile at the sweep of the
charges just enurnerated, an@ wonder how 1n the apace
allotted they are to be made good, yet there is one ad-
vantage in the positlon taken, and that is that it is so
simple, We are not to remedy anything, or propose any
adnvnistrative changes. We are not to modify the
school system, or to vote it into a géneral hospital for the
relief of its defects. Our task 8 shorter than
that. We wish to send 1t among the incurables.
And as its lingering thore would be distressing
1o the State, we would like to pinoch its thread, and save
the misobief of a misleading holpleasness. To be brief in
this is best; for, as we have but one bolief and one list of
reasons, the quicker we give them the better, and the
mpre we give thom in brief the closer thay will atand,
and tho firmer they will ba knik in mutual support and
conflrmation, -
COSTLINTSS OF THE 8YSTEM,

1. Now, In the first place, the school system is expen-
sive, Well, 0o is ovorything of any value—wretchodly
expensive; unliess, mdeed, like alr and water, it comes to
everybody as & sort of groundwork of life. Religion is
expensive. This, therofore, is one of my grosser reasons,
Ifix it ouly as a baokground to my thought. Isimply
say the school system is expensive; and when we come
to find it discased and weak, it i3 the expense of the pa-
tient that will cowe in to basten its diasolution.

2. Moreover, it tends to very unfair expenss. Yook at
Virginia. Sho raised lnst year $2,647,700. 8he speut
$2,811,804. She speut nearly & million dollars on pubile
schools, God llese Virginla! Like Taul, even on the
‘way to Damascus, she has a high, regal way of doing
even mischiof. But she detaulted $600,000 in the inter-
est of Ler debt. Now, I honor Virginia, If she learns
any ovil from the North i is the high and the princely
evil. It i the Abaddom, not the Diabolos. 8he verily
thought she ought to do many things to educato her
people.  If Ibought a plano for my dwughtors and de-
clined a butcher’s bill, men would at least be confused in
thinking of it; but polite negresses are playing on Stm

cerned to explode and broak up the system. It may be

then indeed a coloring is given. But elementary instruc-

tion, and just that which the Republic needs, shapos no i

doctiine. and thercfore s compramise should he made.
This claas of school advocates aver that only young
childen should be taught, and that readine, wiiting, and
arithmetic aro not divine and cannot éasily be the Trojan
horse to infrodnce mischief among the peopta, How mad
that 13! Notice: I may take s wature man nnd teach
Wim logie or trigonomotry, and that may- affect his
feith. But I may take a teuder child, jnst at the age
when he is receiving everything—at & hungry
moment when a mother’s care or wllen ﬁnt‘ochia} advice
is bullding his whole beltof—and shut him up under the
toachersof the State, and that will luve vo inflnence! The
idea Js insnne. Re
um-rl mechanieal,
, all first thm
All mom.l Hgbt is

Imt wben those first things are
aro going hungrily into the mind.
resling ; all divino 1dnacuts ave

entoring for their peamanent abode. And white for the |

weight of aotual information the first year of a man’s
life excels all the others, Brongham, who was a great
educator, fixed upon the first seven as thosuwhx(,h make
or mar our whole intelleetual or moral being. Our
advocates of schools wish to place those pricoless years
in the ioy hands of the State. Men will scofl’ at ihis.
Therefore let us up}mn to expericnee. This old hoary
carth has had time for experience to assist her theories.
Iilam! hos that noglected children 1
that scew impervieus to sze—Judaism—this vory Ruoman-
isw, which finds
yulse—have they taunght nothing in respeet to infaneyt
In the sweat and toil of their first learnin
bot the skilled Mussulwan introduces Islam to his chil-
drcn and if you invited bis sons into your schools, and
that at night and on the foast-days he oo
mm,h religlon in his houschold, he would stand aghast.
‘Ihese great cults have porfectly absorbed the ebild; and
‘when every pore was open in struggling with his books,
then is the time when religion seatad itself ; and all these
overabadowing faiths have sepavated thewsolves from
men by diligenco in those formiag periods.  With a wave
of thie hand alt tbese education agitators point to the
churohes and to t!
religion, bug it i8 notso. The school exacts the best
hours, and the child, graduated to bis task, has assigned
0 him all that be ead staud, ana, practically tried, theso
brokon caunceg pré not the ones ﬁhlu. are inv 1tm,; tur the

Gospol
1 the Bible.
Whm ia the

1.7 i( ‘most
Now Bven hotd there rs‘\nst drcephon
Bible? We strugele and scufile aud Latte for its roudiug
in the publio schools, tud what do we get? A cold chap-
ter of it fiom indifferent 1ips on the plea of a popular be-
heat, and without one touoh often of erace or tonderness.
Is thiat tho Bible ¢ )

- A DAXGERQUS PRECEDENT.

12. And yet, the preccdent. We get this privi-
lege to our faith by a dircet violation of the laws of
couscicnioe. The Mayflower came across the sea under
tho prosaure of a majority. She did not say, England is
pramtic, and thercfore she has a right te have her way,
but complained, and was driven into exile. Therofore
her grand arch was liberty, and her great dootrine free-
dom for herdaith, Thnt wae the note of our wild bird
ever gince his flrst sorea was heard upon the eontinent.
But now the history has saifted, and we say Amcrica is
Wo bring down the mailed hand

planos at Hampton Reads, and orp!
scaled or sacrificed. My remark is literally true; Vir.
ginia is acting for the best. But hore is the trait of what
is famatical. It tramples.obligations. The mad horss
can’t see the road fences against whieh he dnshes. This
school provision is not honest, And yet Virginia, taking
much of this million out of the pookets of her people, is
wounted on the high wave of what seems noeessary to
the Sgate and defrauds her ereditors for what cowes, in
ler enthusiastic mood, to be regarded as vital to her
being.

3. Then, again, it Is perenmlly nafair, The Engunh
of these educating codus is tax for mo and schooling for
four children. It is vne of the grosser reusonings, but it
is one that tho school system must overcome, Iama
bachelor. Ihave none of the dolights of home. Ihave
to work hard to meet my- obligations. And yet my neigh-
bor sends six danghters to sobool, and the tax-gasherer
asks me every Autumn for the money that meets
their education. Where is the justice of this ¢ Tho young
laches meeb and smile upon me every morning as if I was
the debtor. I have tried to think every way eud setile
how I owed those girls a schooling, but I could never do
it. My argmment would topple lik®a cottage of cards.
1 have reasoned fn this way. The world is
fixed @ IDttle se- a8 to favor the moneylcss
I shop, and the store puts oma trifie for its

P

agatn in We do not t0 en-
forcs the Bible. We say, Is not this a Christian peoplet
Apd Jew and Pope and Mussulman and follower of
Bondh and heathen Olinese i3 now the Mayflower

arty, and we deliberately tax and sae to enfurce the
mep in the teudevest un.d most important years. I sy,
it1s a precadent. And when I look at the advance of
Rame; when I sec it with immense estats; when 1 flnd it
with a balance of power; wheun I beuold it knitting itself
and prepuring to be the ouly force that cau resist this
Stato ageression; when I sec it mnade love to Dy the
English Clmmh. and think what*‘s golden head tlut
would be to the « thighs of brass” whieh I witaess in this
Western Papacy—I say, Drecisoly our Bible argument
may be meted upon us ono day hy the follu\vu"s of Rowo.
And how can we object? If in our @ays of power wo ev-
foreed the Bible, and did i on the plea of our majority,
what if by the very skepticism that our schools bege{
we fail Into the haids of Rowe, and an indifferant people
submit to a hicrarehic.head who put by forve of law the
missal and the deerees of Yrenc preeisely whers wo put
tle Bible of King James? Targue thas we had better
the fullness of power give u& p the aggresston.

13. But you say, How school tho peuple? I answer,
How ehurch the glish 1 Books are no Inore necessury
‘than religion. It the British have argued for a thousand
years that tleir establishment penctrates every part of
the land, aud sweetens the waders of pelitical lite where
poverty could have no ordurs of the chiareh, and if, arter
& thovsand years the whole is tound to be a mistake, an
Iroland is already differently adwwistercd, and the su-

orior ctficlency of voluutaryism 1s thundering at the
500: of wlmt is loft, how oheerloss aur ajd-time be"mnmg

dcbts. How could it be otherwise? Workhouses must
e buill by the honest. It.is so in overything, It I am a
brave man T fight for cowards, and if I am a true man I
work for droncs. And it i3 so In religion. I cushion the
seats of misers, and pay for their defects. All that soems
\'ery plain, But then why I am to educale those six

hters I can only wod; d on the plea of nooessity,
like war or pestilenco, or on my own sweet will, like
charity or gifts to my religion. Therefore lat us look a
little parther.

THE MANUFACTURE OF PAUPERS,

4. T pauperize my neighbor. Having put his dsughters
off on me, he Icurns to put off other things.

Tabor is a blessing. .

The East Indiaman who sets undera tree may have a
olimate too warm for clothes and an earth too rich to af-
ford him any trouble. He &rows too lazy to plok the
‘bread-fruit.

Poverty 18 s disoase.

It Ihada plous nelghbor who melmt fo Teavesn fortume

pl

rage and bitierness—our pily of eud-
lces ncts upon our stitute books—crection of ¢Xpensive
halls—creation of awlm wrd propertics—only te find that
there is s vice in thre very root, and that if the whole
sulject had beon let alone the very voluntaryism that

gtitred up the State would have worked its own plans,
and left its own legaoies tor u uore wholesome sehooling
ot the people.

ustly, the simplicig of this belief. (But Imust
stop) It must become the final persuasion of Protest-

ants. It may be afver immense debate, and afver pride
of Protestant power, and berhaps the actual blood of jn-
ternecine coufusion. and strife, but either we ave to drift
boully to Romo, and to have schools fiually that aro both
Church and State, or elsw thése two monsters will foree

themselves apadrt, and o light necessary for the world
will be content to s; l(m itself on the voluntary system.
Princeton, Dec. 27, 1875. ILLER.

EDUCATIONAL NOTES.
- Philadelphia has 95,239 pupils in its public
echools. .

An intercollegiate eontest in oratory between
different ocolleges in- the Btate of Virginla 18 being

that would distril a ket
every morning, T would beg him on my knees not to do it.

Labor 18 one of the rights of man.

Therefore, when the State educates, it ocuts off one of
the disciplines of man. When, I feed my children it en-
nobles me—when I clothe them, and give them a bouse for
shelter, But when I school them 1t 1ifts me still farthor.
It i a God- ?poimed care that is for the blessing of the

arent. And when the Btato sber! 1in, it is that much Itke

Fourieriem ; it obliterntes the of tenderness. It
casts off one of the prvilegea of eh.vntad nurture ; and,
1o revert to the grosser thought, it engendors pzm mrism,
Decause 1t takea the pom-ent peoplsln o 8tate nm makes
thom poorer ; en already remiss und

then easier lffm oft (me of their most wholesome
loads and sinks them ibe vearer to tho Kast. Indlaman
with Dis unclud indificrence.

5. In the next place, as to the cducation itself, it makes
men indifferent about, it. ‘What they get for llul.hmg they
ocount for nushlnxg1 law of one ot the perver-
sities of men, oy sent their boys halt a year, we
mll 8ay, and earned the money. A.nd now, under the

free ayetem, they huve that mueh more to drink, and
nover send their sons at all It is ot an exaggerated

picture,
8. 81xnxlr. it makes tne tenchers lndiﬂ'eront. Thoy are
govcrned By politics, They are clectod by boards, 1
are not wutol by parents, Their omployer is a ool

henrbed, pohticuirlven, influence-soeking, party-gov-
sme«l administration of the Btate. If theve spring up
th hness in such a evstem it must Le lbke a pearl in
.!xe wud of the East, Aud at the best there Is a deadneas
n the level of lexmm.\g ‘which only those who have shared
n it can describe ; esuenln zeal @ slow fading of

the old vomntnry lights ; ig of tone; & rising of
cunning Lope, and a sur vlvnl ot&ms tion n.nd even of mﬂw

talked of.

The achool populaﬂon of Cincinnati, between
the ages of 6 end 21,numpbers §§,842. About 50 per
cont attend school. .

The directors of the Philadelphia Schaol of
Duﬂ,gn have decided to 1ssue a certain annual nuwber of
free ips to that

Harvard College received subscriptions and
gifts amounting te $214,800 during the year 1875. The
total amount of funds Ang. 31, 1873, was $3,139,217.

The University of Cincimnati reeeived during
the year 1875 $119,748 92, and expended during the
same time $108,806 84. The endowmens funds of the
jnstitution amount to $125,035 78.

The Baptists of Tennesses propese te cele- |

‘brate the Centennial year by raising $300,000 for the

Baptist University recently located ab Jacksan, Theectly

has already subsoribed 150,000,

The memorial building at Union College is
approaching completion. It will he used a8 an art gal-
lery and s library. An article descriptive of Union Col-
lege will appear, it 1s sald, in Seridner’s Monihiy for June.

The report of the State University of In-
diana shows that it haa 425 studenta im all its depart-
ments, and 1t s In a highly prosperous condition. The

ence under the system, when al
ing devotion and work has been chﬂl«'?l d»wn and forgot-
ten out of mind. This ia not Lnagin Notico the
¢cho already from one of our educational centers. The
West Poluc Acndtsmy eou! Wnn, zhrm\g lts Board of
Visitors f 18’75) B the six New-England
Btates, w. ere eduoational laodltles are open to all, the
rejoctions have been 35 per cemt of the number oxamined
from that section. It is olenrly evident b in the
schiools of the country there is need of more thorough
methods of instruotion in the elementary branches, At
the reguest f 8 memwber of the Board, Prof. Church, who

is Baid to be the moat complete in
the West. .

Kansas has 879,692 acres of school lands
yet unsold, not tnoluding the lnnd ip six counties which
made no return. It 18 vulued on an average at §3 50 per
aore, and when sold will add about $35,000,000 to the
oeommon achool fund.

An effort is to be made at the present ses-

45 one of the most expertenced teachurs of tho ecountry,

sion of the Legislature of Magenohusetts to repeal that

I believe in the suryival of the |

take in, or do not take in, some faith, |

he Louseholds as - suiiclent to teach |

our colum'y for education |

ading, writing, and arithunetic may be |

There are systems |
itself vivlated in its very holiest im- |
of the alpha~ |




