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STATE SCHOOLS A MISTAN®,
0018 4

LETTER FROM THE REV. JOOAN MILLER.

A BEVIEW OF MR. BLAINE'S LETTER—NO EDUCA-
TION BY THE STATE—THE TRUE SOLUTION or
THE 8CHOOL QUESTION,

fo the Hditor of The Tridunec. )

Sir: I have long held a belief which I lmfe

looked upon with great suspiclon, and which I have

been holf ashamed to publish. It is that Stato sehools
are a mistaie, and that Gov 18 a police, and has
nothing to do with education. Prudence often keeps
such things from being avowed, The star of a certain
faith may be so unmistakably not risen tlhat mcn who

“have canght a gtimpse of its‘truth will rarely say €o, and
‘will prefer to husband therr nfluence mmor than throw-.

dt away in offcnding the bclhl nx Y )l fi’
of their conntrymen, " ¢ ! st

Ex-Speaker -Blaine's ietter, mrwnvar, ‘which:yor pnt-

lish in this morning’s paper, tempts me more than I éan

‘well resist. With the abLility that we liave ledrned to ox-
pocc from that particular quarter, he telts: ns ot “*that

end most of all naticnal

-and then says very reasonably, * It seems 1o me that this
question ought to be settled in some definite and compre-
hensive way.,” And then, as the result which he is “ eure
will be demanded by the American people.” hie states tho
great romedy : “ The only settlemont that can ho final is,
the vietory for sohools.” .

Now, the vice in all this solution of the great nationsl
difficulty lies in a mistako as to what constitutes a proper

.pon-secturian school. A'he Catholics ame right when they B

labor to show us that the Bible destroys-such a school.

Undoubtedly it does. It is not their Bihlo, and, mnore-

over, it isnot their plan to teach the Bible at'all; -and

‘Wwhen we ory out against their heresy, our recoil from it

may be all very well as a convicticn of trath, but i none
the less, on that very account, gectarian, We oppress the
Catbiolio, and 60 to 8 higher degrée the Jew, and so to a

.4 atill higher degrec the Infidel, whan we ocoerce him with

atax, and force him to carn it with hislabor, that we

may introduce among pupils of tho most undefonded age .

what he counts doctrines of iinposture., The Bible in pub-

lic sei.ools, therefore, 18 a tyranny ; and we have .bat to

subatitute for it the Koran, or, what ia far j00r0 probable

1 | under our Cis-Atlantic demoeraay,the *‘ Lives of e

8aints,” to learn iiow we would fcel, and how our reason

‘would be brj, d under a like taxati

But then, on the other and, no Bible! Exﬁpeuk-‘ ’

n Blaine may imagive that he would exoluds all that is re- -

f { ligious. He may arguo just us we do that the Bibloise —

), | ereed, and like the Vedas and the Shasters we have uo

¥ | xight in free America to_tmpose it wpon the children of

1 | the people. And this may be his very bope, that. ad-

4 | vancing to the logic of the case, we will castoff all

% | faithe, and reach the entireness of his ““settlement” iIna ..

“ vietory for schools,” But.. alast

though tlis Tooks 8o peaceful, no Bible is ‘just as fnlly

sectarian as the Bible itaclf. Rdjglon isa thing whera

what is Begative 18 positive, and may becomé s to the

| most emplatic degree. I wili not’ ‘suffor my ¢Hjld whexe -

| there 18 mo Bible.. It 188 tyranuy, d8 wiich soasmy .,

1 ‘sateohism to.a Tark or to-a Jow.. ‘There is mondgative in -
these things, hut a great beroglyphle toaching thatfs-4
writing Itsclf upen these ohifldren ; andno iihor muy
‘housd, or in the chnreh, ean'altogether rid -the ohild of..
the ‘{ufidel! taint t.hnt Is derived whefe thero-ia>zo roe
Jigion; 2 St v e Ca

Bpeajlevmaine, therel‘ore, hag not &p&éﬁ ot aigy
wulty. .The Catholic 18 unaagstionably. right thut the
Biblo is @ coercion of consclence when the State enforees-
it and gives it-by 1aw to his eltild; but I am equally right
whep I comydein of the opposite. There isno middle
ground. The State touches religion when it eays nothing
about religion. Building a system out of tho taxes of the

- people, and driving out of it the religion of the peoplo, s -
-itself a religious tyrauny, The solution is—no education
by the State. I tle Btate educates, 1t decrces an eternal -
quarrel. The Catholio will oppase the Bible. The Prot-
estant will oppose ita absence. Both are logical and fajr.

No compromise is possible. And. consclence, as in mawy

a religious waz, is really right ou eithor side. Thatis,
grantine our freodom in our creed, we cannut conaist~
ently assert ‘it without the Bfble for me and no Bible for -
my neighbor—an indulgence of both, DI course, | iaposs-

ble under a government aystow.

With ex-Speaker Blaine, therefors, we hold that the
question ought to be settled in ““ some defluite nnd com-
vrehensive way ;” but instead of that settlement belng
“the complete vietory for non-sestarian *schools,” we
‘bold that it should be the abandonment of achoola alto-
gether; the dm%f.ablisbmg of the system as of the lrluh
Churgh ; d of ai i
"Federal or Bt:ms the return within the lines of law-
making and polide; the eonfession that to educite is
necessarily to fmpart a creed ; that to say pothing is to
say something, aud that, in the matter of religion, of the
most effective kind; and that books, ko bread and meat,
should be brought and served up, not by Congress and
the States, but each man for himself, uniting with his
nefghborhood or his church in the way most to his mind,
and in 8 way that will entirely . extract: n.ll venom from
the conscientious ditticulty. ‘

If you will allow ine in another !etter T vould ke tp
show that this i but one of & dozén reasqus gZainat Gov- ¢
ermmont education; that 1t is an ephemera in the history -
of republics ; that 1t carries its destruction in tte vory ~
germ; that it might do under Erastianism, a8 in Prussia -
or the Britigh Isles, or in 0ld coloninl Plymouth, bdt that* .~
1t will not do noder the blaze of Miberty:; .and thut though
it pleads necessity as ameans of intellizenes at the pols,
yet that very same argument wes used in’ EnglanB (aud
is stfll used) as & means of upholding the uufairncss of
the Church, and epforcing the tithes agu!us& a majority
of the people. ‘

; It may not be fn our day; but, after lmmnne outlays; *

s | after mterminable broils; after skepticisms that will

s'| ruin the conecience of the State; after political Interven-

g tions in the achools that will deaden their work snd

» | destroy their efficienoy for the very ohject of their cres-

» | tien; after religio-political schemess and after prece-
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dems while the Bible is being mtmduoed that wm)usl:xfy
y or the ot Frent pre-
dict one of two rosulte—either the gloomy reign agsin of-
a chureh enforced by the State, or the abanddniaent, un-
der the very bitterest defeat, of the whole governmens
svheme for o late and discouraging return “to the move
voluntary system. . Joux MILLRR.-
Princeion, Doc. 1, 1875. . : fee .

THE 8CHOOLS PROTESTANT IN PiRI? »
To the Editor of The Tribusne.

Sir: Mr. Beecher in his sermon on Thanka- .
giving day, eays: “Itis not right that our substantipl
Catholle citizens should be compelled to send their
children to sciiools where the Bible is road, when they do
Dot belicve that the Protestant verslon ls the faithful
| version of God’s will” But does not the aame objection.
' | bold againat pearly all that is sajd and done in our com-
- | mon schoola? Our school system 18 eminently Proiesi-"
ant; in fact itis the outgrowth of the deep réligious
, | sentiment of our Puritan fathoers. Its teachers, its text-
| books, and, in short, its very atmoapherc 18 Protostant.
| And this ts for the dcep d hatred of the
l

‘| catholic Church. It does not eome primarily from the
reading of the Bible; it isa hatred directed against the
| mystcwm ilself. The guestion to be seftivd is, whether our
| common school gystem ehall be malntained after it9

prinal for, or whether it shall be (hal\gﬂl wm-.-et the
vievus of uwh new thyload of immigrants.

4 Baya: 1t is not just and fair thatl
ﬂmnld be m‘ed tol the eduentiowrof -my hey, when I cag- -
not send him to the common school for fear his-comw- =7
selence will be porve)tmd and where he will be t% 2]

JAlie things I abhor® DBut the snma ohjcction ol
| agmnst all taxes, for -the geiuug - of
Gos crnment iy ann-Cuthone Man'y ot oty lawg :uel
trincs of the Cacholl
Church. And yet tholioe and Protestants are alil K
taxod for their support. And-as for the woRssicncedof
Cuthotle ehildren being pervcrrcu b atwnd‘mg our- wm
mun &chuols, it may be said they ame in fr
danger fromn miuglinx in our muiety, Tl:‘l]ld brcﬁhmé éql;
an * ln-epn-ssihle oonﬂlct" between Catholicism and ;
Protestantisui, and there can be no settleweni until the §
forer renounces some of her haughty pretensions, -
Fair Hacen, Vi, Due. 1, 1875, MAUNBYA

—a,’fs uﬁ
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A fmd father, wrote: o1t gonerlly, tak
twen ears of trainin eradical ¢
from a.y vs'ou.ums vocab uLgu'y 'the fulls of Niagara, tho

me of David, and the progress of the human vacg
ere all s 6 my eldest dunghicr Gl she gob muu'ml-
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