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ON FAITH IN ITS PSYCHOLOGICAL ASPECTS.
/

The English word “Faith” came into the language under

the influence of the French, and is but a modification of

the Latin “Fides”, which is itself cognate with the Greek
TTtWt?. Its root-meaning seems to be that of “binding”.

Whatever we discover to be “binding” on us, is the object of

“faith”. ^ The corresponding Germanic term, represented

by the English word “Believe” (and the German, “Glau-

ben”) goes back to a root meaning “to be agreeable” (rep-

resented by our English “lief”), and seems to present the

object of belief as something which we “esteem”—which

we have “estimated” or “weighed” and “approved”. The
notion of “constraint” is perhaps less prominent in “belief”

than in “faith”, its place being taken in “belief” by that of

“approval”. We “believe” in what we find worthy of our

confidence
;

we “have faith” in what compels our

confidence. But it would be easy to press this too far,

and it is likely that the two terms “faith”, “belief” really

express much the same idea.^ In the natural use of lan-

guage, therefore, which is normally controlled by what we
call etymology, that is, by the intrinsic connotation of the

terms, when we say “faith”, “belief”, our minds are pre-

‘ The Hebrew yDSn, miDN go back to the idea of “holding” ; we be-

lieve in what “holds”. In both the sacred languages, therefore, the fun-

damental meaning of faith is “surety”. Cf. Latin "credo”.

’
Cf. M. Heyne’s German Dictionary sub voc. “Glaube” : "Glaube is

confiding acceptance of a truth. At the basis of the word is the root

Ittb, which, with the general meaning of agreeing with and of approv-

ing, appears also in erlauben and loben.”
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Religious Education of the Children of the Church, Apr.

24 -

Doing Good as a Church, May i.

Sectarianism : Conclusion, May 8.

The SAME. Philadelphia, 1833, 314 pp., 12°.

Recommendation, Princeton, May 20, 1833, in “Memoirs of

Rev. Thomas Halyburton.” [In conjunction with Dr.

Chas. Hodge], p. i. Princeton, 1833.

Letter in “Annual Report of the Society for Promoting Man-
ual Labor in Literary Institutions,” p. 27. New York,

1833-

An Introductory Essay to “Essay on the Spirit and Influence

of the Reformation,” by G. Villers, “Christian Library,”

vol. I, pp. 248-251. Philadelphia, 1833.

Open Letter in reply to “A Catholic Layman.” The Protes-

tant Vindicator, Sept. 12, 1834.
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Introductory Essay, Princeton, Mar. 28, 1834, to “A History

of Popery, by a Watchman,” pp. 3-18. New York, 1834.

Plea for an Enlarged Ministry. Sermon No. XXVIII, The
Presbyterian Preacher, 1834, 16 pp., Pittsburg, 8°.

Open Letter in refutation of “Pious Frauds,” Princeton, Apr.

2, 1835. The Southern Churchman, Apr. 17, 1835. Rich-

mond.

Open Letter in same controversy, Princeton, May 9, 1835.

Ibid., June 5, 1835.

Open Letter: reply to Rev. Geo. Weller, D.D., Princeton,

Aug. 13, 1835. American Presbyterian, Sept. 3, 1835.

Nashville.

The Good Man. A sermon in memory of the Rev. George S.

Woodhull, Princeton, Jan. 18, 1835. Princeton, 1835, 28

pp., 8°.

Christ the Model of Gospel Ministers. A sermon before the

alumni of Princeton Theological Seminary, Pittsburgh,

June I, 1835. Princeton, 1835, 32 pp., 8°.

The same. In The Presbyterian Preacher, Sept.,

1835. Pittsburgh.

Report on a Memorial praying for the redress of certain griev-

ances, June 6, 1835. [Presumably Samuel Miller’s, as

chairman.] Minutes of the General Assembly of the

Presbyterian Church, 1821-1835, pp. 484-487. Philadel-

phia, [n. d.].

The same. In “The Acts, etc., of the General

Assembly of the Presbyterian Church,” by S. J. Baird, pp.

681-684. Philadelphia, 1856.

The Earth Filled with the Glory of the Lord. A sermon be-

fore the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign

Missions, Baltimore, Sept. 9, 1835. Boston, 1835, 34 pp.,

8 °.

The same. In The American National Preacher,

' Sept., 1835. New York.

The same. In The Missionary Enterprise, 1846,

pp. 143-163. Boston.

The Importance of Domestic Happiness. Sermon No. CXC-
VIII, The American National Preacher, 1835, pp. 241-

248. New York. 8°.

The Means of Domestic Happiness. Sermon No. CXCIX,
ibid., pp. 249-256.
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Introductory Address to “Lectures to Young People,” by W.
B. Sprague, 3rd American edition, pp. IX—XXIV. New
York, 1835.

Report on slavery, to the General Assembly (projected), 1835.

Printed in “Life of Samuel Miller,” vol. II, pp. 292-295

Philadelphia, 1869.

Infant Baptism Scriptural and Reasonable, and Baptism

BY Sprinkling or Affusion the Most Suitable and
Edifying Mode: In Four Discourses. With additional

notes. Philadelphia, 1835, 148 pp., 16°.

The same. As Tract VIII, in “Tracts on the

Doctrines, Order, and Polity of the Presbyterian Church

in the United States,” vol. I, 122 pp. Philadelphia, 12°.

The same. Bound with Presbyterianism, pp.

77-198. Philadelphia, 1836, 12°.

The same. With same. Another edition, 1840.

Presbyterianism the Truly Primitive and Apostolical

Constitution of the Church of Christ. Tract I, of

“Tracts on the Doctrines, Order, and Polity of the Pres-

byterian Church in the United States,” vol. I, 98 pp. Phil-

adelphia, 1835, 12°.

The same. Philadelphia, 1837.

The same. Philadelphia, 1840.

The same, Philadelphia, 1842.

The same. Reprinted in American Presbyterian,

in 1835. Nashville, Tenn.

The same. Bound with Infant Baptism, pp. 3-

98. Philadelphia, 1840, 198 pp., 12°.

The same, with same. Another edition. Phila-

delphia, 12°.

The same. Embodied in “Manual of Presbytery,”

edited by the Rev. John G. Lorimer, pp. 16-165. Edin-

burgh and London, 1842.

The same. Ibid. 1847.

The same. In Italian: II Presbyterianismo

OssiA LA Vera Costituzione Primitiva Apostolica

DELLA Chiesa di Cristo. Genova, 1855, 170 pp., 24°.

The same. Ibid., 2nd edition. Enlarged. Pp. 17-

144. Edinburgh and London, 1848.

Letter to Dr. Lyman Beecher [personal]. About 1828. Pub-

lished by Dr. L. Beecher or his friends, about 1835.
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The same. In Dr. L. Beecher’s “Autobiography,”

vol. II, pp. 133-135. New York, 1865.

The same. In “Life of Samuel Miller,” vol. II,

pp. 140, 141. Philadelphia, 1869.

Open Letter : Reply to Dr. Luther Halsey (on his “Exceptions

to the Confession”), Princeton, Mar. 16, 1836. The Pres-

byterian, Mar. 24, 1836. Philadelphia.

The same. In American Presbyterian, Apr. 14,

1836. Nashville.

Address to the General Assembly, on the transfer of the West-
ern Foreign Missionary Society, May 26, 1836. The
Presbyterian (“Reported for”), July 9, 1836. Philadel-

phia and New York.

Protest concerning the Western Foreign Missionary Society,

June 9, 1836. Minutes of the General Assembly of the

Presbyterian Church, 1836, p. 280. Philadelphia, 1836.

The same. In “The Acts, [etc.] of the General

Assembly of the Presbyterian Church,” by S. J. Baird, pp.

352, 353- Philadelphia, 1856.

Resolution condemning Mr. Barnes for his “Notes on Rom-
ans,” June 7, 1836. Minutes of the General Assembly of

the Presbyterian Church, 1836, p. 270. Philadelphia, 1836.

The same. In “The Acts, [etc.] of the General

Assembly of the Presbyterian Church,” pp. 690, 691, by S.

J. Baird. Philadelphia, 1856.

The same. In “Life of Samuel Miller,” vol. II, p.

287. Philadelphia, 1869.

Address to the General Assembly in the Case of Mr. Barnes,

June, 1836. The Presbyterian (“Reported for”), Aug. 6,

1836. Philadelphia and New York.

Christ Our Righteousness. Sermons CCXXX and CCXXXI,
in The American National Preacher, vol. XI, No. 7, 1836,

pp. 99-114. New York, 8°.

Letter to Rev. Joseph Sanford, Dec. 19, 1823. In “Memoir

of Rev. Joseph Sanford,” by Robert Baird, pp. 121, 122.

Philadelphia, 1836.

Letter on Temperance, to Rev. Justin Edwards, D.D., [person-

al], Jan. I, 1836. Appeared in The New York Observer

in 1836.

The same. Reprinted in “Life of Samuel Miller,”

pp. 301-303. Philadelphia, 1869.
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The Sacred Office Magnified. A sermon at the installation of
Rev. John C. Backus, Baltimore, Sept. 15, 1836. Balti-
more, 1836, 46 pp., 8°.

Letter containing remarks on Dr. Nevins’ character. In “Se-
lect Remains of William Nevins, D.D.,” by W. S. Plumer,
pp. 71-77. New York, 1836.

Letter to Rev. John McElhenney [personal], Apr. 15, 1837.
In “Life of Samuel Miller,” vol. II, pp. 228-236. Phila-
delphia, 1869.

Circular Letter to the Churches of Christ, June 8, 1837. Con-
densed. Minutes of the General Assembly of the Presby-
terian Church, 1837, pp. 502-508. Philadelphia, 1837.
[See “Life of Samuel Miller,” vol. II, p. 331. Philadel-

phia, 1869.]

The same. In “The Acts, [etc.] of the General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church,” by S. J. Baird, pp.

747-754. Philadelphia, 1856.

Open Letter to the Rev. William S. Plumer. The Watchman
of the South, Aug. 31, 1837. Richmond.

The same. In The Presbyterian, Sept. 16, 1837.

Philadelphia and New York.

Open Letter concerning Ignatius, in reply to Rev. Septimus

Tuston, Princeton, Aug. 28, 1837, Southern Religious

Telegraph, Sept. 29, 1837. Richmond, Va.
• The same. Largely reprinted in Southern

Churchman, Dec. i, 1837. Richmond, Va.

The same. Largely reprinted in The Churchman,
Dec. 23, 1837. New York.

Open Letter on Voluntary Societies, signed Pacificus. The
New York Observer, Dec. 3, 1837.

Christian Assurance. Sermon. In The Baltimore Literary

and Religious Magazine, vol. Ill, 1837, pp. 433-441.

Life of Jonathan Edwards. In “The Library of American

Biography,” Jared Sparks, vol. VIII, pp. 1-256. Boston

and London, 1837, 12°.

The same. New York, 1848, 16°.

The Dangers of Education in Roman Catholic Seminaries. Ser-

mon, by request, before the Synod of Philadelphia, in Bal-

timore, Oct. 31, 1837; and afterwards in New York, Nov.

26, 1837. Published by Synod. Baltimore, 1838, 15 pp.,

8 °.
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The same. In “Series on Popery,” No. VI, pp.

227-250. Philadelphia, 1843.

Address before the American Bible Society at the annual

meeting. New York, May 10, 1838, pp. 81, 82. In “An-

nual Report of the American Bible Society,” New York,

1838.

Zion Called upon to Awake. A sermon before the Board of

Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the

United States of America, Philadelphia, May 22, 1838.

New York, 1838, 20 pp., 8°.

Micae Ecclesiasticae, signed Biblicus. Three open letters. The

Presbyterian, Feb. 9, 16, 23, 1839. Philadelphia and New
York.

Letters of a Grandfather. Bound with “A Memorial of Mrs.

Margaret Breckinridge,” pp. 2-104. Philadelphia, 1839.

Prefatory Letter to “An Outline of a Work of Grace [etc.],”

by Joseph H. Jones, pp. VII-XII. Philadelphia and

Boston, 1839.

Open Letter on Confirmation, Princeton, Jan. 29, 1840. In

reply to editorial criticism. The Southern Churchman,

Feb. 14, 1840. Richmond, Va.

Open Letter “To T L ,
Esquire,” signed Apos-

tolicus. The Presbyterian, Feb. 29, 1840. Philadelphia

and New York.

Report on Slavery, submitted to the General Assembly [1840].

See “Life of Samuel Miller,” vol. II, pp. 292-295. Phila-

delphia, 1869.

Memoir of the Rev. Charles Nisbet, D.D., Late President

OF Dickinson College, Carlisle. New York, 1840, 357

pp., 12°.

The Christian Education of the Children and Youth in

THE Presbyteri.\n Church. A report to the General

Assembly, 1840, ordered published. Philadelphia, 1840,

66 pp., 24°.

The same. Tract No. 48, Presbyterian Board of

Publication. Philadelphia, 12°.

History of the Early Rise of Prelacy. Tract No. 45, Presby-

terian Board of Publication. Philadelphia, 1840, 46 pp.,

12°.

Recommendation in “Letters on the Sacrament of the Lord’s
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Supper,” by Samuel Bayard, 2nd edition. Revised, p. 2.

Philadelphia, 1840.

Letter discussing assertions of Bishop Ives [personal], Prince-

ton, Sept. 8, 1841. Published without the author’s permis-

sion in The Lincolnton Republican, before Nov. 10, 1841.

Lincolnton, N. C.

The same. In The Banner of the Cross, Dec. ii,

1841. Philadelphia.

Calvin Claimed by Episcopalians, Princeton, Dec. 13, 1841.

[2nd], Calvin and Episcopacy. [3d], A Charge Repelled,

Princeton, Dec. 23, 1841. Three open letters, in contro-

versy with The Banner of the Cross, signed Samuel Mil-

ler, The Presbyterian, Dec. 18 and 25, 1841, and Jan. i,

1842. Philadelphia and New York.

Introductory Essay to “Articles of the Synod of Dort,” trans-

lated by Rev. Thomas Scott, D.D., pp. 5-78. Philadel-

phia, 1841.

Recommendatory Letter in “The Force of Truth,” by Thomas
Scott, D.D., pp. 9-20. Philadelphia, 1841.

Open Letter concerning above letter in Scott’s “Force of

Truth,” in reply to “Layman,” Princeton, Dec. 29, 1841,

The Episcopal Recorder, Jan. 8, 1842. Philadelphia.

The same. Reprinted in The Presbyterian, Jan.

15, 1842. Philadelphia and New York.

Calvin, II. An open letter in controversy with Bishop Ives,

Princeton, Dec. 6, 1841. The Watchman of the South,

Jan. 29, 1842. Richmond, Va.

The same. In The Presbyterian, Feb. 12, 1842.

Philadelphia and New York.

Calvin Vindicated. An open letter in controversy with Bishop

Ives, Princeton, Nov. 20, 1841. The Presbyterian, Feb.

5, 1842. Philadelphia and New York.

Licentiates. An open letter, signed Clericus. The Presbyter-

ian, May 21, 1842. Philadelphia and New York.

Rights of Ruling Elders. An open letter, signed Canonicus.

The Presbyterian, May 21, 1842. Philadelphia and New
York.

Rights of Ruling Elders. A series of five open letters, signed

Calvin. The Presbyterian, Nov. 26, Dec. 3, 10, 17, 24,

1842. Philadelphia and New York.



634 the PRINCETON THEOLOGICAL REVIEW

Open Letter on confirmation, Princeton, Nov. 24, 1842. The
Watchman of the South, Dec. 8, 1842. Richmond, Va.

Introductory Essay to “A Manual on the Christian Sabbath,”

by John Holmes Agnew, pp. I-XLIX. Philadelphia, 1842.

Open Letter in reply to “Justice,” Princeton, Sept. 19, 1843.

The South Kentuckian, Oct. 27, 1843. Henderson, Ky.
Letters from a Father to his Sons in College. Philadel-

phia, 1843, 344 pp., 12°.

The same. Philadelphia, 1852, 240 pp., 12®.

Letter, Princeton, Aug. 6, 1831, in Circular of Maxwell Mc-
Dowell, concerning the laying on of hands by ruling elders.

Apr. 26, 1844.

Letter recommending “The Antiquities of the Christian

Church,” by Lyman Coleman. The Presbyterian, June

22, 1844. Philadelphia.

The Warrant, Nature, and Duties of the Office of Rul-
ing Elder in the Presbyterian Church. Being a ser-

mon, in Philadelphia, May 22, 1843. With Appendix.

Philadelphia, 1844, 170 PP-> 24°.

Letter recommending “The Apostolical and Primitive Church,”

by Lyman Coleman, 2d edition. In flyleaf advertisement

in same. Princeton, Sept. 20, 1844. Boston, 1844.

Introductory Letter, Princeton, Sept. 19, 1844, to “The Mem-
oirs and Remains of the Rev. Robert Murray McCheyne,”

by Rev. Andrew A. Bonar, pp. VII—XVIII. Philadel-

phia, 1844.

Recommendatory Letter, Princeton, Nov. 25, 1844, in “The

History of the Popes,” by Archibald Bower, vol. I, pp.

4, 5. Philadelphia, 1844, ’45.

Letter, to the Rev. D. V. McLean, concerning the formation

of a New Jersey Historical Society, Princeton, Feb. 18,

1845, [personal]. In “Proceedings of the New Jersey

Historical Society,” vol. I, pp. 5-7. Newark, 1845.

Remarks on the Mode of Conducting the Monthly Concert in

Prayer. A series of four articles. The Foreign Mis-

sionary Chronicle, 1845, vol. XII, pp. 265-270, vol. XIII,

PP- 34'37> 65-69, 129-133. New York and Philadelphia.

Letters on the Observance of the Monthly Concert in

Prayer. Being the above four articles “in a reHsed and

somewhat different form.” Philadelphia, 1845, 104 pp.,

24°.
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History and the Historical Society. An address before the

New Jersey Historical Society, Princeton, Sept. 4, 1845.

In “Proceedings of the New Jersey Historical Society,”

vol. I, pp. 81-96. Newark, 1845.

Recommendation in “Internal Evidence of the Holy Bible

[etc.],” by J. J. Janeway, D.D., pp. 3, 4. Philadelphia,

1845 -

Address, on the dedication of a monument to the memory of

the Rev. James Caldwell, who on Nov. 24, 1781, fell by

the hand of an assassin, Elizabethtown, Nov. 24, 1845.

Elizabethtown, 1846, 24 pp., 8°.

Recommendatory Letter, Princeton, Feb. 24, 1845, “History

of the Ancient Christians Inhabiting the Valleys of the

Alps,” pp. 1-7. Philadelphia, 1847.

Remarks on Clericus. An open letter, signed S. M. The Pres-

byterian, Feb. 19, 1848. New York and Philadelphia.

Letter to Joseph H. Jones, Sept. 25, 1848; prepared for the

press by Joseph H. Jones. In “The Life of Ashbel Green,

V.D.M.,” pp. 523-540. New York, 1849.

Letter to H. A. Boardman, D.D. [personal], Feb. 28, 1849. A
portion in “The Life of Archibald Alexander,” pp. 582-

584, New York, 1854; and a portion in “The Life of Sam-

uel Miller,” vol. II, pp. 512, 513, Philadelphia, 1869.

Testimony on Temperance, Princeton, Apr. 2, 1849. In “Life

of Samuel Miller,” vol. II, p. 303. Philadelphia, 1869.

Letter to the Members of the Cincinnati Society of Religious

Inquiry, Princeton, Jan. 24, 1849. In “Constitution of

the Cincinnati Society of Religious Inquiry,” pp. 7-12.

Cincinnati, 1849.

Report of Committee appointed to frame a directory for the

administration of baptism to adults, and admission of

persons to the Church on public profession of faith. 1849,

4 pp., folio. [See Minutes of the General Assembly of

the Presbyterian Church, 1849, P- Overture 39:

laid on table. Philadelphia, 1849.]

Thoughts on Public Prayer. Philadelphia, 1849, 3°6 pp.,

12°.

Church Attachment and Sectarianism. Tract No. 167, Pres-

byterian Board of Publication. Philadelphia, [n. d.], 8

pp., 12°.
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The Worship of the Presbyterian Church. Tract No. 197 of

vol. X, Presbyterian Board of Publication. Philadelphia,

[n. d.], 34 pp., 12°.

Theatrical Exhibitions. Tract No. 130 of vol. V, American

Tract Society. Philadelphia, [n. d.], 12 pp., 16°.

Atoning Blood. Tract No. 361 of vol. X, American Tract

Society. Philadelphia, [n. d.], 12 pp., 16°.

“An Introduction to ‘A History of Popery by Harvey’ ” is enumerated

in a list of Samuel Miller’s works in his “Life,’’ vol. II, p. 507, (Phila-

delphia, 1869) ; but the book has not been traced.

Dr. Miller’s frequent articles in periodicals (including The Princeton

Repertory) cannot all be identified. Also, it is impossible to specify

all editions and reprints of his books ; the Presbyterian Board of Publi-

cation having republished a number of them repeatedly; in some cases,

even to this day.

Many of his letters are printed in his “Life.”

A manuscript Introductory Letter to “A Memoir of Rev. Robert

Gibson, by Robert Baird and John Breckinridge,” [1835], signed

“Samuel Miller,” apparently never published, is in the possession of

the Gibson family.

At the University of Pennsylvania, his alma mater, there are several

volumes of his manuscript “Notes,” upon lectures attended there as a

student, in 1788-89.

His collection of letters received is in the Library of Princeton

University.

Dr. Miller wrote the epitaphs for the tombs of : Rev. Robert Finley,

D.D., Rev. Samuel Stanhope Smith, S.T.D., LL.D., Chief Justice An-

drew Kirkpatrick, The Hon. James Sheafe, and Rev. George S. Wood-
hull. This last was probably not used.

There is a practically complete collection of this writer’s works, in-

cluding manuscripts and a few letters, in the Library of Princeton

Theological Seminary.




