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CHRISTIAN ASSURANCE.

A Sermon by Samuel Miller D. D.—Princeton, New-Jersy.

IT. Timothy i. 12—Nevertheless I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have be

tieved; and am perauadcd that he is able to keep that which I hare committed unto

him against that day.

The trials ol the pious, in all ages, have been made productive of

great and lasting benefits both to themselves and others—perhaps

we may say, it is generally under the pressure of adversity that

grace is found with the brightest lustre. It is generally in the vale

of affliction that believers are most conversant with God, and expe

rience the largest share of the light of his countenance, and the

joys of his salvation, And it is commonly in seasons like this, that

they not only enjoy most comfort themselves, but are also enabled

to display to those around them the power of religion to the praise

of the glory of divine grace. Hence the illustrious reformer Luther,

was accustomed to speak of afflictions as among the things which

were necessary to the training of a minister of the gospel, and to

fit him to be a guide and a comforter to others.

The pious, the heavenly-minded Paul was a constantly and deep

ly afflicted man. The sufferings which he underwent for the sake

of the gospel were many and groat. It might be almost literally

said, that from the hour of his conversion to the hour of his death,

some of the heaviest trials constantly awaited him:—cold, hunger;

neglect, stripes, imprisonments, ship-wrecks—what a catalogue of

sufferings ! Indeed this was so uniformly his lot, that, when he was

going up to Jerusalem on a certain occasion, he told the Elders of

Ephesus, that he did not know what was about to befal him there;

saee that the Holy Ghost wilnesselh in every city, saying, that bonds

and afflictions abide me. When he penned the words of our text,

he was confined in a prison at Rome, and expected in a little while

to be called, as we have reason to believe he actually was, to lay

down his life for the faith. But in these trying circumstances, he

speaks the heroic language of our text:—Nevertheless, I am not

64
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ashamed, for 1 1, now whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is

able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.

My dear friends, the assured confidence in his Saviour whi-.h the

apostle Paul here expresses was not confined to the early ages of

the church—It was not'an appendage to his office as an apostle;

but a pajrt of his experience as a humble follower of the Lord Jesus

Christ. It is a confidence which lies equally open to us. We

have reason to believe, indeed, that such assured confidence was

more common in the days of the apostles, and for some time after

wards, than at the present day. But probably the chief reason of

this was, that the piety of that period was of a higher order than is

prevalent now. But is there any necessity that this should be tna

case ? Certainly not. We have the same gospel; the same prom

ises, the same power of the Holy Spirit that blessed the church in

those early days. It is a confidence, then, to which we may and

ought all of us to aspire. But what is this confidence? Let us in

quire a little into its nature—the foundation on which it rests;—

and its beneficial effects.—And may he who alone can bless his

own word, make our meditations on this interesting subject truly

profitable to us all !

I. Let us begin with examining, for a moment, the nature of this

confidence. This inquiry is the more important, because there are

those who deny that any such confidence as the apostle here ex

presses, can now be expected or enjoyed. They imagine that it

was a blessing confined to the primitive church; to the days of mir

acle, and of extraordinary communication. They suppose, indeed,

that believers may now cherish a' trembling hope that the Saviour

is theirs, and that they shall live and reign with him forever. But

that they can ever be assured of this; that they can even venture to

say that they know it, as the apostle does, they utterly deny, nay,

some are even disposed to deride this assurance, whenever, it is

claimed, as the offspring of either spiritual pride, or fanatical delu

sion. But, my dear brethren, this is manifestly an error. Is it

pride to believe in God ? Is it arrogance or presumption to be

ready to trust his word,—to be assured that he will really accom

plish what he has promised ? No, brethren, it is no pride; it is no

arrogance: it is only embracing and honoring Jehovah's promise.

Accordingly, we find this assurance cherished, in the highest de

gree, by the most humble, devoted and spiritual believers. We

find holy Job; the devout Psalmist; the apostle Paul, and many-

others, speaking repeatedly and strongly in the confident language

of our text; declaring that they know they are the children of God,

and that a crown of glory is laid up for them. And more than this,

we are solemnly exhorted in that blessed volume which is given us as

a light unto our feet, and a lamp unto our path, in every age;—we are

solemnly exhorted and enjoined to seek after this assurance, and to

maintain it with sacred care. Give all diligence to make your call

ing and election sure,—and again, give all diligence to thefull assu

rance of hope unto the end.

This blessed assurance of our personal interest in the Saviour, is

by no means, indeed, essential to saving faith, or to the Christian

character. In other words, a person may be a sincere believer in
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Christ; a real practical Christian; and of course, in a state of salva

tion, and yet not be able, with confidence, to adopt the language

of our text. To be a Christian is one thing:—to know that we are

such,—that is, that we have believed in Christ, and are united to

him, as the branch is united to the vine, is another. And although

the latter is highly desirable, and ought to be earnestly sought after

by all; yet it is not actually attained by every Christian; nor is it

equally enjoyed at all times alike by those who have attained it.

Saving faith is an expression which denotes that exercise of mind

by which we receive and rest upon Jesus Christ alone forSalvation.

and it always, I apprehend, involves an appropriating act;—in other

words, in all cases, it implies not only a firm, practical belief that

Christ is a divine and all sufficient Saviour, but also an humble,

practical reliance upon him as the hope and the only hope of the

soul. But the assurance of our personal interest in him, is a firm

persuasion, derived from inspecting the word of God in our hearts,

and from the witness of the Holy Spirit with our spirits that we aro

the children of God by a holy regeneration and a gracious adop

tion, and shall finally be saved.

The assured confidence of which we speak, is a very different

thing from that blind, superstitious confidence which takes for grant

ed without inquiry, that all is right, and that salvation is certain.

Genuine Christian assurance is enlightened. It is always preceded'

by serious and honest self-examination. It rests on evidence ana

on evidence derived from the Holy Scriptures. It delights, and it

much abounds in comparing its evidences with the word of God:

and it cherishes a holy jealousy over itself. It is also a very differ

ent thing from that Antinomian confidence which professes to be a

stranger to all doubts and fears, while the life is careless or corrupt.

The assurance which is genuine is as inseparably connected with

the love of holiness as it is with meekness and humility. He that

hath this hope in him purifisth himself even as he is pure.

It is common on this subject, and I think correct, to distinguish

between the assurance of faith, and the assurance of hope. Tho

assurance of faith is a firm persuasion of the reality and glory of

spiritual objects.—It is a firm, assured persuasion that the gospel,

the Saviour whom it proclaims, and its precious promises, have all

that reality and glory which the holy Scriptures ascribe to them.

But the assurance of hope goes further, and is confidently persuaded

of a personal interest in this Saviour, and in these promises. It is

an assured hope that we shall be found in Christ and shall live and

reign with him forever. In short, the assurance of faith is an assu

rance that Christ is, in fact, an almighty, an all sufficient, and most

precious Saviour. The assurance of hope, is a firm, unwavering

confidence that he is ouu Saviour, and will be ours forever.

The former of these may be enjoyed without tho latter; and is,

indeed, a very common attainment among real Christians. The

latter is not so common; is never engaged without the former; and

wherever it exists, assumes the former as its unfailing basis.

Ifyou ask me, whether it is the assurance of faith, or the assu

rance of hope which the apostle here expresses ? I answer, it is

both most distinctly combined. A firm persuasion of the reality
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and glory and blessedness of the great foundation of hope, is expli

citly mentioned as the basis on which all his confidence of personal

salvation rested.—

Such brethren, is the assured confidence which the apostle here

expresses. It is an humble, enlightened persuasion that the Saviour

and his salvation are great realities; and that they are ours:—a per

suasion flowing from scriptural evidence, that we possess the

marks of Christian sanctification :—a persuasion which commonly

is, and always ought to be proportioned to that evidence,—a per

suasion which, according to its strength, is always accompanied

with a holy temper, and a holy practice. But, II. What was the

ground on which this confidence of the apostle rested, and on which

our confidence ought to rest, and must rest if it be genuine.

One of the most illustrious literary characters of the eighteenth

century, the celebrated Dr. Johnson, was accustomed strongly to re

ject the claim ofChristian assurance, as an attainment beyond the

reach of Christians at the present day. He maintained that no man

was warranted in meeting death with entire confidence; "for how,"

said he, "can any man be certain that he has completely fulfilled

the conditions of acceptance with God ?'' Alas ! my dear brethren

if our confidence toward God had no other ground to rest upon,

than a consciousness of haying completely "fulfilled the conditions"

according to the apparent understanding of this respected writer,

"of our acceptance with God," we might well sit down in despair.

And we wight well pronounce the confidence of the venerable

apostle before us—who, with one breath confessed himself to be a

miserable sinner, and with the next, expressed a strong and assured

hope of divine acceptance;—we might well pronounce such confi

dence to be inconsistent and vain.

But, forever blessed be a God of infinite mercy ! there is a firmer

and a safer ground of confidonce than any thing in ourselves can

furnish. There is a better righteousness than our own provided,

in the atoning sacrifice and perfect obedience of our great substitute

and Redeemer. On this ground it is plain that the penitent and

believing sinner—nay, even the chief of sinners, who is deeply con

scious that he has not complied with the demands of God's righte

ous law, nay, who is conscious that he has broken it in ten thousand

aggravated instances:—yet if he believe and embrace the gospel of

Christ; if he humbly receive and rest on the Saviour for salvation;—

on that precious blood which eleanseth from all sin. and if be be

conscious that he has thus received and rested upon him, and is

doing it;—even he unworthy as he feels himself to be—utterly un

worthy as he must and certainly will feel himself to be,—may join

with the apostle in saying, / know in whom I hare believed, and am

persuaded that he is able to keep that which I here committed unto him

against that day.

As a confirmation of these remarks, let us look, for a moment,

at the ground of the apostle's confidence. Here we find that great

Christian champion, the apostle Paul, at the close of a long, labo>

rious, and exemplary life, giving an account, to a dear and intimate

young friend, of the hope that was in him. Perhaps no man had

ever more reason than Paul, to found hia hopes on his own attain
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ments and performances. He had been favoured far beyond most

of the children of men by the abundance both of his gifts and gra

ces. He, had had extraordinary revelations made to him. He

had been caught up to- the third heavens, and there heard unspeakable

words which it was not lawful for a man to utter.

His services, too, in the cause of Christ had been pre-eminent. He

had laboured more abundantly than all tho rest of the apostles. He

had preached the gospel, and gathered churches through a very

large part of the Roman Empire. He had, perhaps; been the means

of converting more souls to the knowledge and love of the truth,

than any other man that ever preached the gospel. I repeat it—

perhaps no man had ever more reason than Paul to found his hopes

on his own attainments and performances, and yet, when this man

so illustrious for his gifts and graces and labours, comes to speak

of the ground of his hope toward God, he says not one word of any

of these things, or of any meritorious performance of his own; but

rests his whole confidence on that grand foundation which was

common to him with all believers, I know whom I have believed, and

am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto

him against that day:

As if he had said—"Amidst all my sufferings and infirmities, I

am neither intimidated nor discouraged. I have a confidence to

wards God which raises me above them all. My confidence, how

ever, is founded, not on any qualification or attainment which I

find in myself; for I am a poor, polluted, miserable sinner; but on

the'atoning sacrifice and perfect righteousness ofmy blessed Saviour.

I know him, I know that in him dwelleth all the fulness of the God

head bodily. I know that he is able and willing to save unto the

uttermost all that come unto God throughhim—I know that he has

declared, that whomsoever cometh unto him he will in no wise cast out.

I am conscious of having humbly complied with this invitation, I

am conscious ofhaving embraced him as my Saviour, and of having

committed my soul, with all its precious interests, into his hands—

the Holy Spirit witnesseth with my spirit that he is my only hope

and trust. I know that my Beloved is mine, and that I am his.

Here, therefore, I rest—assured that he is able to keep, and that he

will keep, that which I have committed to him. To this as to an

anchor of the soul, in prosperity and adversity, in sorrow and in joy,

I cleave, and rejoice in hope of tfte glory of God."

And on the same ground may every real Christian, whose faith is

strong, and whose evidences of Christian character are bright; who

is conscious that he has embraced, and is resting on the Saviour;

—on the same ground may ho cherish the same blessed confidence

which the apostle here expresses. Though he may be humbled

under a sense of multiplied transgressions; though he may feel that

he deserves to die; and that if a holy God should mark iniquities

against him, he could never stand:—though he may feel that his

heart is a fountain of iniquity, which, if left to itself, must be his de

struction; yet if, like the apostle, he "knows Christ;" if the Saviour

has been revealed in him the hope of glory; if he has cordially repent,

ed of all his sins, and has been enabled sincerely to receive and

rest on Christ as his righteousness and strength; and if he be assured
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ly conscious that he has, by faith, committed all his most precious

interests into his hands;—why may he not adopt;—nay, what can

prevent him from adopting the language of the apostle ? What can

prevent him from rejoicing in the Lord andjoying in the God of his

salvation ? What can prevent him from adopting the triumphant

language of the same apostle on another occassion—who shall sepa

rate me from the love of Christ ! Shall tribulation, or distress, or per
secution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword ! Aray, in all

these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.

For I urn persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels nor princi

palities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height,

nor depth, nor rmy other creature, shall ever be able to separate me

from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus my Lord. Romans,

viii. 35—39.

III. But what <ire the benefits of this assurance ? I know that

these benefits are seriously doubted by many. Is not this plenary

confidence of our good estate, some will ask— adapted to make

those who enjoy it proud, arrogant and presumptuous ? Nay is not,

the persuasion, when firmly fixed in the mind of any man, that ho

is in a state of grace and salvation, and that IrtH eternal happiness

is secure, calculated to make him relax in spiritual diligence, and

even to indulge in licentiousness of life? I answer by asking in

my turn, was this assurance ever enjoyed, by any man, in a hiyher

degree than by the apostle Paul! But did it make Aim proud and

presumptuous ? Did it make Paul careless or licentious in his prac

tice ? No, it is notorious that its influence in him was directly the

reverse: It was connected with humble diligence and universal ho

liness.—As his assurance increased, his sanctification, in the same

proportion, gained strength. It raised him above the world; above

the fear of man; above the fear of death. It supported him in his

trials; it sweetened his labours; it enabled him to rejoice even in

tribulation; nay, amidst all that was adapted to discourage, to terrify,

and to depress, it enabled him to rejoice with joy unspeakable and

full of glory.

And such is the native influence of this assurance, when it is

genuine, in all ages. I know that a false and presumptuous confi

dence is mischievous in its effects.—I know that those who are

building their hopes on vain dreams of self-riglueousness who say,

peace, peace, when there is no peace, are always puffed up with spir

itual pride, and are apt to be negligent of those very works on

which they found their confidence, for, of all persons in the world,

those who ascribe most merit to their own works, have the fewest

of them to show. But that scriptural assurance which is founded

on the finished work of an all sufficient Saviour; which looks for

ward to a holy heaven as its dwelling place and its home; and which

cannot legitimately exist but with growing evidence ofsanctification.

—such an assurance is demonstrably fitted to animate in duty; to

support under trials; to quicken obedience; and to bring down into

the soul more ofthe spirit as well as more of the enjoyment of heaven.

And, accordingly, how often have we seen this blessed assurance

of hope, supporting the weak; comforting the feeble minded: dis

playing its consoling power in the beggar's cottage; in the prison
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er's dungeon; amidst the chains of slavery; under the weakness and

pain of disease? and above all, on the bed of death. Nay, how of

ten has it borne the martyr above the fear of death in its most terri

fying forms, and enabled him to take up songs of praise even in the

midst of the flames-!

And well may the assured Christian feel and act thus. When

he feels confident that the great interest is secured, how or why

should he be deeply anxious about any thing else ? What matter is

it to him, whether he is full or hungry; whether he abounds or suf

fers need; whether he is loaded with honours, or neglected and for-

otton;—nay, whether he suffers a few hours torture or not, when

e can, with unwavering confidence call his own on incorruptible

crown—an undtfiled inheritance an exceeding and eternal weight of

glory?

The view of this subject which has been given suggests a variety

of important lessons. To some ofthem allow me, before I close, to

request your attention. And, 1st. We learn, from what has been

said, the infinite importance of our entertaining just thoughts of Chriat.

Some have supposed that it is a matter of comparatively small mo

ment what opinions we entertain concerning the person and char

acter of the ble-ssed Redeemer, whether we consider him as a mere

man; or as the most exalted of all creatures; or as Jehovah equal

with the Father;—are questions as they imagine, of small moment

indeed as scarcely worth the trouble of inquiry or of controversy

And so they think of the great question concerning his atonement,

and his imputed righteousness as oil speculative matters, of little

practical importance. But, my dear brethren, can it be that the

question whether my Saviour, to whom I commit my soul, and all

my most precious interests, for time and eternity, is a mere man

like myself or the true God ? Can it be, that the question, whether

the captain of salvation, who has promised to give eternal life to as

many as are given him, is almighty, or a mere feeble creature ? Can

it be, that the question, whether I am to be justified by my own

righteousness, or solely by the atoning blood, and perfect righteous

ness of a divine Redeemer, is a question of mere speculative indif

ference? No, brethren the inspired man who penned the words

of our text thought otherwise. To "know Christ" as an all suffi

cient Saviour, was, in his view; all in all, and, O, my friends, if we

ever enjoy the comforts of a genuine assurance similar to that which

Paul enjoyed, it must be connected with a similar estimate of

Christ, and rest upon the same precious foundation. Men may,

indeed, be calm and tranquil in resting on a Socinian Saviour; but

it is the calmness of delusion; it is the tranquillity of death. No,

my dear friends, other foundation can no man lay than that is laid

which is Jesus Christ. 1 Corinthians iii. 11.

2. From what has been said, we learn, in what manner the happy

assurance of which we have been speaking, is to be sought, and also

how it is to be maintained after being once enjoyed. We are to seek

this assurance, my friends, not by extraordinary revelations; not by

mysterious impulses; not by visions or voices from heaven;

but by the ordinary means of God's appointment:—by serious

and impartial self-examination; by humble, constant, persevering
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prayer; by searching the Scriptures with a particular view to

learning from them our own character; by direct views of the

blessed Redeemer's character, sufferings and obedience as the

only foundation of hope; and by studying to maintain a holy

walk with God, and daily to grow in grace. How was it, my be

loved friends, that the apostle Paul, and other primitive Christians,

were able to decide with so much confidence that Christ and his

great salvation were theirs ? How did they know it, as they say

with so much frequency and decision they did ? Hear their own

language. We know that we are of God, because we lote God and

keep his commandments: and again; we know that he abideth in us by

the spirit which he hath given us. A.nd again; We know that we have

passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. And again;

In this the children of God are manifest, he that doeth not righteous-

ness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother. Are there

any, then, now feeble, languid and doubting in regard to their good

estate; ready to ask, how shall we gain assurance ? I answer—get

more religion. Strive to live nearer to God.—Be more conversant

with the Bible, and the throne of grace—pray without ceasing, for

more of the spirit of Christ. For, rely upon it, my dear friends, all

that assurance which does not flow from growing evidence of sane-

tification is unscriptural and vain.

3. We may sec from what has been said that it is very possible

for some who ought to have the comfort of assurance, to deny them

selves that comfort. Sdme have, no doubt, had all their spiritual

hopes clouded by bodily disease. They have been so much under

the influence of nervous or hypocondrical disorders as to give a

melancholly cast to all their mental exercises. There are others

who enjoy not the comfort of assurance from an entire missappre-

heusion of the nature of that evidence on which assurance ought

to rest. They seem to think, that there must be some voice; some

light from Heaven; some sensible impulse, something, in short, ad

dressed to the external senses, and thus banishing all doubt. But,

nothing of this kind is taught in Scripture. Doubting, trembling

soul ! are you satisfied that you are sincerely and habitually resting

on the merits of the Saviour as your only hope ? Are you conscious

of unfeigned love to him ? Are you conscious that his cause and

kingdom are dear to you "above your chief joy?'' Are you certain

that sin is your grief and your burden; and that it is your unfeigned

desire to be delivered from its pollution as well as from its guilt ?

Can you say, that you have no doubt of any of these things ? Then

you ought to have no doubt that Christ and his salvation are yours,

and will be yours forever.

4. But are there not some who, instead of being able to adopt

the language of our text;—instead of knowing iha.t "they are of God"

—have rather reason to conclude with a confidence amounting to a

dreadful assurance, that they are still aliens from the commonwealth

of Israel and strangers to the covenant of promise. They are con

scious, perhaps, that they believe in the reality of religion, and that

they respect it; but they are conscious, at the same time, that they

are strangers to its sanctifying and consoling power. To such, if

there be any of this character present, I would faithfully and affec
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tionately speak My dear fellow mortals ! if the conviction that

this is your situation presses upon your minds, reject it not, turn

not away from it, but dark and awful as the conclusion is, look at it

often, solemnly, and with earnest crying to God for mercy. Re

collect the consequence of living- and dying in this state. Remem

ber those tremendous words of our Saviour—if ye believe not that

I am he, ye shall die in your sins. And, O my friends, what is it to

die in your sins ? It is to die with all your sins unpardoned; with

all your corrupt nature unsanctified; under the power of that fleshly

mind which is the essence of alienation from God; and which, if it

be not removed, will inevitably press down your spirits to the prison

of endless despair. Are you conscious, then, of living in a state in

which, if you die, all this must be the consequence? And are you

at ease in this awful condition ? Is there no anxiety in contempla

ting it? Is there no falling tear; no heaving sigh; no secret groan;

no crying to God over such a condition as this ? O how great is the

infatuation of men! May the Lord have mercy upon you, and open

your eyes, and pluck you as brands out of the burning, and prepare

you for the joys of his presence! Amen.

Literary History of the Papal Controversy.

No. 1.

Gentlemen,

It is matter for devout gratitude to God that he has been pleased

within a very few years past—and not a little through your labors

to awaken the attention of the American people, to the nature and

evil designs of Popery.

This is under God, the great point. Let honest enquiry have a

free course,—and there is nothing to fear.

But still there are difficulties to be removed, though no obstacles

that cannot be surmounted. One of the chief difficulties is the

want of access to the proper sources of knowledge. The books are

often not to be had—and indeed when they are, but few persons

know which are able; which accredited; and which not. Such in

formation is a great desideratum among us at this time. It is my

purpose to attempt in some manner (through your pages) to supply

their want, by pointinir out the proper books , and giving some account

of their character and contents. For the better distinction and re

collection, we shall name six classes of books relating to the popish

controversy, which is important to know something of, in order fully

to understand it.

I. The first class consists of the accredited standards of Roman'

ism—such as the Decrees of Councils, Bulls of Popes, authorized

Catechisms, books of Devotion, &c. &c. These are avowedly in

fallible—on these the church rests her faith.*

*Hnol<s and Documents of a peculiar character which have all the sanction necessary

to constitute Papal infallibility, and which enter into the essence of their system—

and jet of which Papists arc sufficiently ashamed to distinguish between this and th«

former cla?s.—These arc the Taxae, the Indexes, the Lives of the Saints, the provin

cial fomularies, various legends, scattered traditions, books of devotion, books of

discipline. &c. &c.
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