New- York, February 10, 1798.
SIR,

I mar. E, for fome months paft, devoted my leifure hours to the collection of materials, with
a view to writing an Hiftory of New-York. It is my defign to begin with the firft fettlement of the
Colony by the Dutch, and to end with the revolutionary war ;—and to include in the work, befides
thofe details of political tranfations, whick are the ufual objets of hiftorical compofition, as large
an account of the Indian tribes, and our relations with them—of Ecclefiaftical affairs and proceed-
ings—of our Agricultural and Commercial progrefs and enterprizes, &c. . Ge. as will confift
with the requifite brevity.

-In an wndertaking of this kind, it will readily occur to you, that much difficulty muft arife from the
Jeattered fate of the documents neceffary to be confulted; and that, after the largeft accumulation of
them whick an individual can accomplifl, much dependence muft be placed on the kind affiftance of
literary Gentlemen, in different parts of the State.

With a view to obtaining fuck affiffance, I take the liberty of tranfmitting to you the queries fub-
Joined 1o this letter, and to beg the favour of your particular attention to the feveral objelts which
they refpect.  The [malleft piece of information which you may find it convenient 1o furnifh, relating
1o any of thefe topics of inquiry, will confer an obligation on me, and will promote a work whick is
undertaken with a view to public utility.

I fhould conclude with an apology for giving you the trouble of this application, had I not the fulleft
affiirance that you feel anintereft in every attempt, however feeble, to promote the diffufion of knowledge,
and efpecially of that kind of knowledge in which every citizen of the State has a peculiar concern.

I am, Sir,
With [entiments of high refpect and efteem,
Your humble fervant,

SAMUEL MILLER.,

QUERIES, &c.

1. When was the firft permanent fettlement made by the Dutch in New-Netherlands? Under what autho-
rity did thefe fettlers come to America? What were their number and their condition, with refpect to cha-
raler and property !

2. What were the times of the arrival of the feveral Dutch Governors? Are there any records to be found,
which exhibit the kind of government which they exercifed—the grants which they made—the patents which they
iffued—or any of the other alts of their adminiftration, efpecially before the arrival of Governor Kieft, in
1638 ¢

3. Are there any records to be obtained which throw light on the number of inhabitants compofing the Dutch
Colony, at different periods, from its firft eftablithment, until 1664°? or which give any information con-
cerning the ftate of Manners, of Agriculture, of Commerce, &c. among them?

4. What were the numbers of houfes, and of inhabitants, in the towns of New-Amfterdam, and Fort Orange,
at different times, under the Dutch adminiftration; and what has been the rate of increafe of thefe towns, under
different names, fince?

5. What records are to be found of the amities—the trade—the difputes—the wars—and the treaties between
the Dutch Colony and the Indian Tribes? and between the Colony and State of New-York, and the fame
tribes, fince?

6. What changes have taken place among the INpD1AN TRIBES, as to numbers, employment, manners,
cuftoms, &ec. fince they were firft known by white people?

5. When was your part of the State firft fettled by white people? What were the number and condition of
thefe firlt fettlers ;—the circumftances attending their fettlement;—and the motives which led to it?



8. What tribes, anl what number of Indians did the firft fettders of your diftri€ find when they went into
it?  What reception did they meet with? At what rate, and at what #/me did thefe Indians diminifh, oreva-
cuate the country ?—N. B. All documents refpecting the Indians, who have been in any wife connefled \&itl1
the Colony or State of New-York, or which tend to throw any light on their hiftory, charaéter, or cuftems,
will be particularly acceptable. ‘

9. Cun you furnith any documents relating to curious legiflative, judicial, or executive proceedings, at any
period?—Any papers or facts, not generally known, refpeting tranfattions and events which took place at
the moft interefting periods of our hiftory—fuch as the arrival of new Governors—political changes—the
revolutionary war, &c?

10. Can you furnith either the originals, or correct copies, of any important Charters—Patents—Commif-
fions, &c. which tend to throw light on any part of our hiftory?

11. At what time, and by whofe agency did the moft confiderable towns in your county firft take their rife?
What were the circumftances and the motives which led to their eftablithment? What the advantages of their
fituation—and the kind of trade or bufinefs fuiting them?

12. Can you furnith any pamphlets, or other records, which contain authentic information refpecting any
of the numerous TERRITORIAL DIsPUTES between the Colony and State of New-York, and the furround-
ing colonies and ftates? ;

13. What have been the number and ftate of the MirLiT1A, at different periods, in New-York?

14. What was the ftate of ReL1GIoN in this Colony, while under the Dutch adminiftration? When and
where was the firft place of worfhip built? How many places of worfhip were there in the Colony previous to
the furrender in 1664, and where fituated? And what ecclefiaftical authority were thefe churches under?

15. When were the CHURCHES in your county, of all denominations, firft organized? What minifters
have they had? What changes have they undergone, as to numbers, property, &c? What difputes have
exifted among them? And what remarkable cuftoms have they retained or abolithed?—N. B. All fa&s and
anecdotes in any wife relating to the Ecclefiaftical hiftory of the State, will be 'particularly acceptable.

16. When were ScHooLs and other feminaries of learning firft inftituted in New-York? Were there any
under the Dutch government? If any, what where their number, charater, &c? What have been the num-
ber and fituation of fchools, at different periods, fince?

17. What records, faéts, and anecdotes can you furnith, which throw light on the PROGRESS OF LUXURY
in the State? When were the moft confpicuous articles of luxurious indulgence, fuch as pleafure-carriages
of different kinds, &ec. firft introduced, and by whom?

18. Can you give any information concerning the ftate of MorALs at different periods—fuch as the com-
parative frequency of drunkennefs—gaming-—conjugal infidelity—proftitution, &c?

19. What remarkable laws, cuftoms, or ufages, either local or general, have taken place in the State, at
different periods? Are there any curious records or monuments, which have furvived the ravages of time,
which evince any thing remarkable in the ftate of public improvement, at the time they were formed?

20. When were NEGRO sLAVESs firft introduced into the Colony, and by whom?- And what were their
numbers, and the treatment they received at different periods?

21. When was the firlt PRINTING PREss (if any) eftablithed in your county, and by whom? When
was the firft book or newlpaper’ (if any) printed?

22. Have you any public LisrARIES? (If any) when were they inftituted? by whom? Wohat is the
number of volumes in each?

23. What were the dates, circumftances, and authors of the various REMARKABLE DISCOVERIES which
have taken place in the State, either of antiquities, natural curiofities, or of any other kind ?

24. At what times were the different kinds of grain, flock, &c. which were imported from Europe, firft
introduced into the Colony?

25. What information can you furnith concerning the dates and progrefs of the various improvements which
have taken place, either in the department of politics, commerce, manufaitures, agriculture, literature, or
humanity @

26. Do you poflefs, or can you dire& to any old Mars, Books, PAMPHLETS, STATE PAPERS, or any
other kind of documents, which will in any wife, either directly or indireétly, ferve the purpofe in view?

N. B. Where original papers, or copies of originals, are not fent, a particular account is defired, of the autho-
rity from which the various articles of information are derived.

It may not be improper to add, that as the Legiflature have been pleafed to pafs an a@, giving me leave to
infpe the records in the feveral public offices in the State, free of expence, probably no difficulty will occur in
your obtaining accefs to fuch of the information atked for in the aboye queries, as may be lodged in faid offices.

nafeg
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