THE

CALVINISTIC MAGAZINE.

“Eamestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.”

No. 7. JYLY, 1337, Vor. L.
]
IMOLB-HILLS AND MOUNTATNS,

DIFFICULTIES OF CALVINISM AND ARMINIANISM COMPARED.

“You will, perhaps, ask, are there no difficudties to be encounter-
od in embracing that system of evangelical truth, which is usually
styled Calvinism? It ought not to be disguised, that there are in
this system real difficultics, which, probably, no human wisdom
will ever be able to solve. But are the difficulties which belong
to the system of Arminianism, either fewer in number, or lessin
tmgnitude?’ Instead of this, they are more num¢rous, and mere
senious; more contradictory to reason, more inconsistent with the
character of God, and more directly opposed both to the letter and
spiritof His Word. I rest in the Calvinistic sy#tem, with a confi-
dence daily increasing, not only because the more I examine it,
the more gearly 1t appears to me to be taught in the Holy Scrip-
tures; but also because, the more frequently and the more careful-
Iy Lcompare the amount of the difficulties, on both sides, the more
beavily they seem to me to press against the Arminian doctrine.

Itis easy and popular to object, that Calvinism has a tendenc
to cut the nerves of all spiritual exertion; that, if we are elected,
there I no need of exertion; and if not elected, it will be in vain.
But this objection lies with quite as much force against the Armin-
ian hypothesis.” An Arminian who finds fault with the doctrine
of predestination, as making out God the author of sin, unjust, ty-
rannical, &c. how shall he reconcile or clear the difficulties in
his own way, namely, to believe, as he must do, that the Deity has
created miflions of human beings knowing, with certainty, before
hebrought them into existence, that they would prove incorrigible
sinners, incur his divine displeasure, and that he in consequence
hould consign them to eternal punishment in the region of
userv and wae? ¢All Arminians. though they reject the doctrine

some wil{, in fact, be saved,
1. Now itis perfectly plain,
the abuse above stated, as the
say, ¢“I shall either be saved,
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or I shall not. If I am to besaved, no anzicey aluwg it is nicessarys
and if [ am to perish, all anxiety about it v(ﬁ be aseless.” Would
rminicns consider this objection valid agrinsc their crecd? 1
presume not.  But it has no more validity against ours.  Another
objection {s equally common and popular. It issaid, if none but
the elec! will be saved, how can God be considered as sincere in
making the offers of mercy to all2  The Arminiun is just as much
bound to answer this question, as the Calvinist. He grants that
all men will not, in fact, be saved; he grants moreover, that God
foreknew this from eternity; and that he not only foreknew the
general fact, but also the particular persons who will, and who will
not partake of salvation. How then we may ask the Arminian, is
God sincere, on Ais plan, in urging and cntreating all to accept of
mercy? Again, it has been frequently asked, *If none but the
clect will be saved, is not God a partial master, and a respecter of
persons?”  But it may be quite as plausibly and confidently acked,
“How can we reconcile it with the impartiality and the benevc-
lence of God to saze only a part of mankind?” 1f salvation be hjs
work, then why does he not save all? Why does he make a dis-
tinction? And if it be nof his work, THEN MEN SAVE THEMSELVES.
Will the Arminian, ‘with all his inveteracy against Celvinism, go
this length?

But while the objections which cur 2rminian brethren urge
against Calvinimm, lic with full as much force against their own
system, there are others, of a still more serious nature; to which
that system is liable and which, if I were compelled to admit,
would plunge me into darkness and despais.

Yes, if I could bring myself to believe, that the infinite and eter-
nal God has laid no plan in the kingdom of his grace, but has left
all to be decided by chance or accident, not knowing the end from
the beginning—If 1 could believe that the purposes of Jehovah,
instead ot being cfernal, are, all formed #n time; and instead of
being immutable, are a'l liable to be altered by the changing will
of his creatures—If I could suppose that, atterall the Redeenfer has
done and suffered, the work of redemption cannot be completed un-
less perishing mortals choose to lend their arm toits aid—1f 1 could
admit the i(fea, that God has done nothing nore than decree, in
general, to save all who may happen to believes without any- de-
{crmination, or, which is the same thing, without any ccrtaint{,
whether few, or mary, or none would be thus blessed—If I could
su p}mse that God foresaw events as certainly future, which he had not
unchangeably determined to accomplishy aud which, therefore, uught
never happen—If I could suppose that the omniscient Saviour died
with a distinct purpose and design to save all men alike, while it
is certain that all will not be saved—If I could embrace the opin-
ion that real christians are no more indebted to grace than others,
having received no more than they; and that what makes them
toditter from others is, not the sovercign goodness of God, but
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their uwn superior wisdom, strength or werit; in other words
that they make themselves to differ—It I could admit the dreadful
thought, that the christians continuance in his journey heavenward,
depends, not on the.immutable love and promuse of his God, but on
the firmness of his own strength, and the stability of his own re-
solutions; and of course, that he who is the most eminent saint to-
day. may become a child of wrath, and an heir of perdition to-
morrow—{n short, if I could conceive of God as working without
any pravidential design, and willing without any certain effect; de-
siring to save mag. vet unable to save him, and often disappointed
inhis expertations; doing as much, and designing as much for
!hosc that perish, as for those that are saved; but after all baffled
in his wishes concerning them; hoping and desiring great things,
but cowfain of nothing, because he had defermined on nothing—If 1
cou'd ylinve Fhese things, then, indeed, I should rencunce Calvinism,
butit would not be to embrace the system of Arminianism. Alas!
# would be impossible to stop here. "I must consider the character
of Gol as dishonored; his counsels as degraded to a chaos of wishes
and endeavors; his promises as the fallible and uncertain declara-
tions of circumscribed knowledge and endless doubts the best
hopes uf the christian as liable every hour to be blasted; and the
whole plan of salvation as nothing better thana gloomy system of
possibilities and peradventures; a system on the whole, nearly, if
1ot quite, as likely to land the believer in theabyss of the damned,
asin the paradise of Gud.” Dr. MiLLER.

The Scriptural docirine of the preservation and final perseverance
of the Suints, plainly stated and defended.

A HRIBONS
BY THOMAS CLELAND, D. D. .
OF HARRODSBURG, KENTUCKY, .

lsstan xxvrr. 3.—I the Lord do keep it; T will water it every moment: lest
axr hurt it I will keep it night and day.

The subject of this positive and encouraging declaration is the
caurch; the whole body of God's choscin people, brought into a
state of grace by a holy calling. 1t comprehends all who are
savingly brought into his moral vine-yard, denominated, in verse
U, a vine-yard of red wine, to dente its fruitfulness. It isunder
God’s special care and protection. Its complete and final greser-
vation is therefore, placed beyond a doubt; for, 7 .Jehovah do keep it.
The church called the body of Christ, composed of all really re-
generated persons, in every period of time, 15 God’s holy Zion; a
“city of solemnities”’—his Spiritual “Jerusalem, a quiet habita-
uon, a tabernacle that shall no¢ be taken down; not one of the
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