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MINUTES.

The General Asscml)ly of the Presbyterian Church, in the United States

of America, met agreeably to appointment, in the Central Presbyterian Church,

in the city of Phihuiclphia, on Thursday, the 18th day of May, 1837, at 11

o'clock, A. M.; and was opened with a sermon by the Rev. John Witherspoon,

D. D., the Moderator of the last Assembly, from 1 Corinthians, i. 10, 11.

" Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that

ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you ; but

that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind, and in the same judg-

ment. For it hath been declared to me of you, my brethren, by them which

are of the house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you."

After public worship, the Assembly was constituted with prayer, in the

Lecture Room of the Central Church, and had a recess until 4 o'clock.

At 4 o'clock the Assembly met.

The Standing Committee of Commissions reported that the following

persons present have been duly appointed commissioners to this General

Assembly, viz.

OF THE PRESBYTERY
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OF THE PRESBYTERY OF

Genesee,

Ontario,

Rochester,

Niagara,

Buffalo,

Angelica,

Hudson,

North River,

Bedford,
Long Island,

Long Island, 2d.

New York,

New York, 2d.

New York, Sd.

Newark,

Elizabethtown,

New Brunswick,

Newton,

Susquehanna,

Montrose,

Philadelphia,

Philadelphia, 2d.

Philadelphia, Sd.

New Castle,

Wilmington,

Lewes,
Baltimore,

Carlisle,

Huntingdon,
Northumberland,

Blairsville,

Redstone,

Washington,
Ohio,

Allegheny,

Steubenville,

Beaver,

Erie,

Solomon Stevens,

James B. Shaw,
Merit Harmon,
John B. Richardson,

William Mack,
Jonathan Hovey,
Timothy Stillman,

John B. Preston,

Samuel W, May,
John H. Leggett,

James R. Johnston,

James I. Ostrom,

Reuben Frame,
SRandolph Campbell,

James C. Edwards,
John Goldsmith,

George Potts,

Thomas M'Auley, D. D.
Absalom Peters, D. D.
Nathaniel E. Johnson,

Ebenezer Cheever,

Ebenezer Seymour,
Nicholas Murray,
William W. Blauvelt,

Archibald Alexander, D. D.

John W. Yeomans,
George Junkin, D. D.
Benjamin I. Lowe,
John Dorrance,

Adam Miller,

Ashbel Green, D. D.
William Latta,

Cornelius C. Cuyler, D. D.

John L. Grant,

George Duffield,

J. T. Marshall Davie,

Alfred Hamilton,

Eliphalet W. Gilbert,

Alexander Campbell,

Robert J. Breckinridge,

Matthew B. Patterson,

Thomas Creigh,

M'Knight Williamson,

John H. Grier,

Watson Hughes,

William Annan,
James Hervey,

Thomas D. Baird,

David Elliott, D. D.

John W. Johnston,

Benjamin Mitchel,

William O. Stratton,

Samuel Tait,

ELDERS.

Henry Brewster,

Felix Tracy,
Obadiah N. Bush,

Robert I. Crawford,

James W. Wilkin,

John Owen,

Dr. Charles Sturges,

Samuel Boyd,
James Lenox,
Robert Aikman,
James R. Gibson,

David Schenck,

David Burnet,

Obadiah Woodruff,

Benjamin M'Dowell,

Alexander Ogilvie,

William Wilson,

Dr. John T. Woodhull,
George R. King,

John Wilson,

Isaac Harris,

William Jessup,

William Fahnestock,

Alexander Symington,
James Darrach,

Ambrose White,

Wilfred Hall,

James Penny,

Dr. Robert H. Archer,

Jacob Faris,

Dr. John S. Martin,

John Hickson,

Samuel M'Keehan,
David FuUerton,

Henry Long,
John B. Boyd,
Joseph Cook,

Nathaniel Ewing,
Jacob Slagle,

Thomas Kiddoo,

Dr. John Gladden,

Walter Lowrie,

John Hannah,
James Adair,

John M'Crakin,
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OF THE PRESBYTERY OF

Grand River,

Portage,

Huron,
Maumee,
Trumbull,

Lorain,

Cleveland,

Medina, <

Detroit,

St. Joseph,

Monroe,
Athens,

Columbus,

Lancaster,

Wooster,

Richland,
Marion,
Chillicothe,

Miami,
Cincinnati,

Oxford,
Sidney,

Salem,

Vincennes,

Madison,
Crawfordsville,

Indianapolis,

Logansport,

Illinois,

Kaskaskia,

Sangamon,
Ottawa,

Schuyler,

Palestine,

Peoria,

Alton,

Missouri,

St. Louis,

St. Charles,

Louisville,

Muhlenburg,
Transylvania,

West Lexington,

Ehenezer,

Lexington,

Winchester,

Dist. of Columbia,
West Hanover,

MINISTERS.

Alanson Saunders,

William Fuller,

John Seward,

Rufus Nutting,

Eldad Barber,

2Benjamin Woodbury,
Isaac J. Rice,

Joseph H. Breck,

Varnum Noyes,
John P. Cleaveland,

Phanuel W. Warriner,

Ira M. Wead,
Bennet Roberts,

Elias Van Deman,
Samuel Wilson,

Thomas Beer,

Adam Torrance,

Benjamin Dolbear,

Samuel Steel,

Simeon H. Crane,

Baxter Dickinson,

Horace Bushnell,

Peter H. Golladay,

James Coe,

James W. Phillips,

Hugh H. Patton,

James Blythe, D. D.

John Crawford,

James W. M'Kennan,
James A- Carnahan,

James StafFord,

Dewey Whitney,

Nathaniel C. Clark,

William K. Stewart,

Enoch Kingsbury,

Nahum Gould,

Frederick W. Graves,

Hiram Chamberlain,

William C. Wisner,

4FIervey H. Hays,
Henry H. Hopkins,

Thomas Cleland, D. D.
Charles Stuart,

Andrew Todd,
John Hendren,

James Morrison,

William Henry Foote,

John Mines,

George A. Baxter, D. D.

Andrew Hart,

2Dudley Williams,

James Boyd,

Henry Brown,
Harmon Kingsbury,

Robert Stuart,

Samuel Reed,

Ephraim Cutler,

W'illiam Patterson,

Robert Miller,

Joseph M'Combs,
James P. Turner,

William Keys,

David Osborn,

Gabriel Tichenor,

Thomas Marquis Sen'r.

Dr. Burr Bradley,

Minard S. Smith,

Robert Marshall,

Isaac Coe,

David B. Ayres,

James H. Rice,

4John Leonard,

William W. Bailey,

Charles S. Todd,

John M. C. Irwin,

Thomas P. Smith,

John K. Moore,

John Alexander,

7James H. Fitzgerald,

Jacob Gideon,

John Miller,

Samuel C. Anderson,
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OF THE J'RESBYTERY OF

East Hanover,
Roanoke^
Orange,
Fayetteville,

Concord,

Morganton,
Abingdon,
Union,

French Broad,
Holston,

West Tennessee,

Nashville,

Shiloh,

North Alabama,
Western District,

South Carolina,

Bethel,

Harmony,
Charleston Union,

Georgia,

Hopeivell,

Flint River,

South Alabama,
Tuscaloosa,

Tombeckbee,

Mississippi,

Clinton,

Arkansas,

Louisiana,

iMINlSTERS.

William S. Plumer,

Samuel L. Graham, D. D.
Eli W. Caruthers,

Archibald M'Queen,
Walter S. Pharr,

Albertus L. Watts,

George Painter,

Thomas Brown,
Francis A. M'Corkle,

John W. Cunningham,
Duncan Brown, D. D.
James Galbraith,

James L. Sloss,

Samuel Hodge,
Anthony W. Ross,

9James II. Thornwell,

John Witherspoon, D. D.

Aaron W. Leland, D. D.
Elipha White,

Horace S. Pratt,

Charles W. Howard,
Thomas Goulding, D. D.
5Thomas S. Witherspoon,

Nicholson R. Morgan,

John H. Van Court,

Robert Brotherton,

2Alexander R. Banks,
James Smylie,

ELDERS.

John Dunn,

Henry Potter,

George Andrews,

John M'Sween,

Zebina Conkey,

John Patton,

William Leatch,

James Greer,

Dr. John W. Simpson,

John C. Coit,

9James M'Dowell,

David Johnston,

Nathaniel Smylie,

CORRESPONDING BODIES.

General Association
j

of Connecticut, <

General Association
(

of Massachusetts, '

General Association
'

of New Hamp-
shire,

General Conization.
,

of Vermont, '

General Synod ofthe

Reformed Dutch
Church,

GeneralSynod ofthe

German Reform-
ed Church,

General Conference

of Maine,

Evangelical Conso-

ciation of Rhode
Island,

Charles Prentice,

2Zebulon Crocker,

Alfred Ely, D. D.

Calvin Hitchcock,

Austin Richards,

Edward W. Hooker,

9Jacob Van Vechten, D. D. lOPeter D'Vroom,

William T. Sprole,

11 John H. Smaltz,

2Benjamin R. Allen,

LAY3IAN.

William Ladd,
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The committee furth(;r reported tlmt Mr. David B. Ayres, a ruling elder

from the Presbytery of Illinois, had appeared, without a commission ; and

that the Rev. Bliss Burnap, of the Presbytery of Champlain, and Mr. Henry
Brown, a ruling elder from the Presbytery of Lorain, had presented commis-

sions, without the signature of the Moderator.

These cases were referred to Mr. Cleaveland, Mr. Murray, and Mr. Ewing,

as a Committee of Elections.

Dr. Cuylcr, Mr. A. White, and Mr. Symington, were appointed a commit-

tee to inquire whether a more convenient place can be obtained for the sessions

of the Assembly.
The Committee of Elections reported in favour of receiving the members

whose cases were referred to them ; and it was ordered that their names be

inserted in the roll of commissioners.

Rev. David Elliott, D. D., was elected Moderator, and Rev. Horace S.

Pratt, Temporary Clerk.

Rev. John M. Krebs was elected Permanent Clerk, in the place of Rev. Dr.

John M'Dowell, elected Stated Clerk by the last Assembly.

Resolved, That the Permanent Clerk have printed for the use of the Assem-
bly, 1000 copies of the roll.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 9 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

FRIDAY morning. May 19, 9 o'clock. The Assembly met agreeably to

adjournment, and was opened with prayer.

The roll was called ; and the minutes of the last session were read.

The Committee of Commissions reported the following additional members,

who appeared and took their seats, viz. Rev. Randolph Campbell, from the

Presbytery of Long Island ; Mr. Dudley Williams, ruling elder, from the

Presbytery of Portage ; Rev. Benjamin R. Allen, from the Evangelical Con-

sociation of Rhode Island ; and Rev. Benjamin Woodbury, from the Presby-

tery of Maumee.
Resolved, That the calling of the roll, at the opening of the sessions, be

dispensed with.

Dr. Witherspoon, Dr. Alexander, Dr. Beman, Mr. Murray, Mr. A. Todd,

Mr. Latta, Dr. Cleland, Mr. FuUerton, Mr. Coe, Mr. Kiddoo, and Mr. T. P.

Smith, were appointed a Committee of Bills and Overtures, to meet in this

house on the rising of the Assembly this morning, and afterwards on their

own adjournments.

Dr. Junkin, Mr. Plumer, Mr. M'Kennan, Mr. Dickinson, Dr. Cuyler, Mr.

Jessup, Mr. Ewing, Mr. B. M'Dowell, and Mr. Lenox, were appointed a Ju-

dicial Committee, to meet in this house on the rising of the Assembly this

morning, and afterwards on their own adjournments.

Mr. Annan, Mr. Crane, Mr. Pettibone, Dr. Woodhull, Mr. Bailey, Dr. John

S. Martin, and Mr. Slagle, were appointed a committee on leave of absence.

Mr. Ambrose White, Mr. Potter, and Mr. Symington, were appointed a

committee to receive an account of the miles travelled by the commissioners,

and to make an apportionment of the commissioners' fund, agreeably to the

standing rule on the subject.

It was moved that the appeal of the Rev. Dr. Wylie, laid over by the last

Assembly, be made the order of the day for Monday afternoon next. The
motion was laid on the table.

Dr. Brown, Mr. Wisncr, and Mr. J. Alexander, were appointed a Commit-
tee of Arrangements for the devotional exercises of Wednesday next.

Mr. Steel, Dr. Graham, Mr. Stratton, Mr. H. Kingsbury, and Dr. Archer,
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were appointed a committee to receive reports from the Presbyteries on the

state of religion, and draw up a general narrative. The reports were called

for, and put into the hands of the committee.

The annual report of the Directors of the Western Theological Seminary,

was presented, read, accepted, and referred to a committee, consisting of

Messrs. Hervey, Davie, and Darrach.

The unfinished business of last year, in relation to the transfer of the West-

ern Theological Seminary, was referred to the same committee.

The Assembly proceeded to call for reports from Presbyteries on the sub-

ject of making the alteration in the Constitution proposed by the last two
Assemblies, viz. to require candidates for the ministry to study three years

instead of two. The reports were received, and committed to Mr. Gilbert,

Mr. Frame, and Mr. Aikman. The same committee was authorized to receive

from the Stated Clerk the reports from the Presbyteries, made last year, on

the same subject.

The reports from the Presbyteries, on the subject of making the alteration

in the Constitution proposed by the last Assembly, viz. " That so much of

the Constitution of the Church, as empowers the General Assembly to issue

appeals, complaints, and references, brought before them from the lower ju-

dicatories, except in cases of charges against a minister of the gospel for error

or heresy, and of process commencing in the Synods, be so amended that

hereafter the Synods be the judicatories of the last resort," were called for,

and committed to the same committee.

The committee to procure a more convenient place for the sessions of the

Assembly, reported, that the Seventh Presbyterian Church would be at their

service on Monday morning.

In consequence of the suggestion of a member of the Assembly, that the

Sixth Chui'ch could be had immediately, the Assembly adjourned to meet

there this afternoon, at half past 3 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

FRIDAY afternoon, half past 3 o'clock.

In consequence of some misunderstanding, the Sixth Presbyterian Church,

to which the Assembly had adjourned, in the moi*ning, had neither been pre-

pared, nor opened for their use ; and a notice having been placed on the gates,

that the Assembly would meet in the Lecture Room of the Central Church,

the organizing of the Assembly was attended with some embarrassment. A
portion of the Assembly, at the hour appointed for meeting, assembled near

the door of the Sixth Church, and having called Dr. Blythe to preside, con-

stituted the meeting with prayer. Immediately on the close of the prayer, the

building having in the mean time been opened, the meeting entered the church,

and Dr. Witherspoon, the last Moderator present, took the chair, when after

some conversation, a committee was appointed to wait on the members who,

it was thought, had assembled elsewhere, and inform them that the Assembly

was organized in the place of adjournment, and were waiting their attend-

ance. Simultaneously with these proceedings, a portion of the Assembly with

the Moderator and Clerks, in consequencd of the Sixth Church not having

been opened, and of the notices which were placed on the gates, assembled

in the Lecture Room of the Central Church, and having commenced their

session with prayer, proceeded to read the minutes and transact some ordinary

business. While thus engaged, the committee from that portion of the Assem-
bly which had met in the Sixth Church, appeared and communicated their

message. After some conversation, a committee was appointed on behalf of

that portion of the Assembly met in the Lecture Room of the Central Church,



417

to accompany the other committee, and request the attendance of their bre-

thren with them, and in the mean time, having suspended the transaction of

business, held a recess. On the arrival of the brethren from the Sixth Church,

who had regularly adjourned to meet forthwith in the Lecture Room of the

Central Church, the Moderator of the Assembly took the chair, and, on mo-

tion of the house, opened the meeting with prayer, when the minutes of the

morning's session were read.

The Committee of Commissions reported the following additional mem-
bers, who took their seats, viz. Rev. Zcbulon Crocker, from the General As-

sociation of Connecticut; and the Rev. Alexander R. Banks, from the Pres-

bytery of Arkansas.

The Permanent Clerk reported that there had been put into liis hands the

following appeals and complaints, which were referred to the Judicial Com-
mittee, viz. Appeal of Rev. A. G. Morss, and others, of the Congregation of

Frankford from decisions of the Second Presbytery of Philadelphia : Com-
plaint of certain members of the Synod of Illinois against the Presbytery of

Kaskaskia, for receiving the Rev. Wm. Frazer: Extracts from the minutes of

the Synod of Cincinnati, in the case of the Rev. Joseph C. Harrison : Com-
plaint of John Bi-ick, and others, against the Synod of Illinois, in the case

of the Rev. William Frazer : Appeal and complaint of Adam Johnson from

the Presbytery of Philadelphia : Appeal of Oneida Presbytery from tlie Synod
of Utica, in the case of the Rev. Edward Fairchild : Appeal of the Session

of the Church at Scottsville against the Synod of Genesee : Complaints of the

Session of the Church at West Chester, of James Patterson and others, of

E. W. Gilbert and others, and of J. M. Bear and others, all against the Synod
of Philadelphia.

The above appeals and complaints were referred to the Judicial Committee.

A document purporting to be a memorial from a Convention of Presbyte-

rian Ministers and Elders, now in session in this city, was presented to the

Assembly, and was referred to the Committee of Bills and Overtures.

The committee to obtain a more convenient place for the Sessions of the

Assembly, reported, that the Seventh Church would be at their service to-

morrow morning.

Adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 9 o'clock, in the Seventh Pres-

byterian Church.

Concluded with prayer.

SATURDAY morning. May 20th, 9 o'clock. The Assembly met, and
was opened with prayer.

The minutes of the last session were read.

The Treasurer of the Trustees of the General Assembly presented a copy
of his annual cash account, as settled by a committee of the Trustees ; and
the book of accounts was laid on the table for the inspection of the members.
The following committees were appointed to examine the records of the

several Synods, viz. The Records of the Synod of

Albany—Mr. Hendren, Mr. Painter, and Mr. J. H. Rice.

Utica—Mr. Baird, Mr. Torrance, and Mr. Tichenor.

Geneva—Dr. Goulding, Mr. Carnahan, and Mr. Coit.

Genesee—Mr. Bushnell, Mr. Van Deman, and Mr. S. Boyd.
Nero York—Mr. A. Campbell, Mr. James Coe, and Mr. Long.
Neic Jersey—Mr. Cleavcland, Mr. Tait, and Dr. Bradley.

Philadelphia—M\\ Van Court, Dr. M'Auley, and Dr. Gladden.

Pittsbitrg—Mr. Checver, Mr. M'Cullough, and Mr. C. S. Todd.
Western Reserve—Mr. Goldsmith, Mr. Beer, and IMr. Darrach-

B
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Michigan—Mr. W. 11. Footc, Mr. Caruthers, and Mr. Gideon.

Ohio—Mr. Spalding, Mr. Stillman, and Mr. D. Johnston.

Cincinnati—Mr. Richardson, Mr. Pharr, and Mr. Andrews.
Indiana—Mr. Yeomans. Mr. Edwards, and Mr. M'Keehan.
Illinois—Dr. Blythe, Mr. Hopkins, and Mr. James Boyd.

Missouri—Mr. Stevens, Mr. Howard, and Mr. Ogilvie.

Kentucky—Mr. Leggett, Mr. Potts, and Mr. Keys.

Virginia—Dr. Peters, Mr. W. H^ughes, and Mr. Hickson.

North Carolina—Mr. Shipherd, Mr. Mines, and Mr. John Patton.

Tennessee—Mr. Creigh, Mr. Lowe, and Mr. Moore.

West Tennessee—^h\ Brotherton, Mr. E. White, and Mr. Marquis.

South Carolina and Georgia—Mr. Dolbear, Mr. Dorrance, and Mr. Owen,
Alabama—Mr. Sloss, Mr. W. K. Stewart, and Mr. W. Patterson.

Mississippi—Mr. Duffield, Mr. Golladay, and Mr. Fahnestock.

A written report was received from Mr. Hopkins, delegate to the General

Convention of Vermont.

The Committee of Bills and Overtures, reported

—

Overture No. 1, viz. "Testimony and Memorial of the Convention," in

relation to errors and irregularities in the Presbyterian Church.

Overture No. 2, viz. A Memorial from the Presbytery of New Brunswick^

on the same subject.

Overture No. 3, viz. A Memorial from the Presbytery of Albany, on the

same stibject. ,

Overture No. 4, viz. A Memorial from the Presbytery of Lancaster, on

the same subject.

It was moved to receive and read these overtures, and, after debate, they

were recommitted to the' same committee.

The annual report of the Trustees of the Geneml Assembly was read,

and referred to a committee consisting of Mr. Jessup, Mr. Ewing, Mr. Pot-

ter, Mr. FuUertgn, and Dr. Martin.

The annual report of the Trustees of the Theological Seminary at Prince-

ton, was read, accepted, and ordered to be printed in the Appendix to the

Minutes.

The Committee of Bills and Overtures again reported the Overtures, Nos.

1, 2, 3, and 4, which had been recommitted to them. Overture No. 1, was

read, and committed to Dr. Alexander, Mr. Plumer, Dr. Green, Dr. Baxter,

Dr. Leland, Mr. Lowrie, and Mr. Lenox.

The Assembly adjourned till 9 o'clock on Monday morning.

Concluded with prayer.

MONDAY morning, May 22d, 9 o'clock. The Assembly met, and was
opened with prayer.

The minutes of the last session were read.

The Committee of Commissions reported the following additional members,

viz. Mr. John Leonard, ruling elder from the Presbytery of Ottawa, and the

Rev. Hervey H[. Hays, from the Presbytery of St. Charles.

A memorial on the subject of slavery was presented, and referred to the

Committee of Bills and Overtures.

The Committee of Bills and Overtures reported

—

Overture No. 5, viz. From the Synod of Alabama, on the right of exami-

nation by Presbyteries.

Overture No. 6, viz. From the Second Presbytery of Philadelphia, the

papers of Mr. Jardine, a foreign minister.

Overture No. 7, viz. From the Presbytery of Salem, on Foreign Missions,
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Overture No. 8, viz. Memorial of the Synod of Michigan, on the Sabbath.

Overture No. 9, viz. From the Presbytery of Fayetteville, on vacant

Churclies.

Overture No. 10, viz. From the Presbytery of Union, inquiring to whom
they should report on the subject of Education.

These overtures were put on the docket.

Overtures, Nos. 2, 3, and 4, were read, and referred to tlic Committee on

Overture No. 1.

The committee to whom Overture No. 1, viz. " The Memorial and Testi-

mony of the Convention," had been referred, made a report, in part ; and

their report was read and accepted.

It was moved to adopt so much of the rej)ort as relates to doctrinal errors,

whereupon a motion was made to amend the report by adding to the specifi-

cation of errors, certain others, when, after some debate, it was

Resolved, That the whole subject be postponed, and made the order of the

day for to-morrow morning.

Resolved, That that part of the report which refers to the plan of union

between Presbyterians and Congregationalists in the new settlements, adopted

in 1801, be made the order of the day for this afternoon.

The Clerk announced to the Assembly, that one hundred and fifty copies

of the last annual report of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign

Missions, had been put into his hands for the use of the Assembly. These

reports were distributed among the members.

A letter was received from the American Sunday School Union, inviting

the Assembly to be present at the delivery of the annual sermon, this even-

ing, and at the anniversary of the Society to-morrow afternoon.

A letter was received from the Trustees of the General Assembly, inform-

ing them of two vacancies in the Board, viz. One caused by the resignation

of the Rev. Ezra S. Ely, D. D., and the other by the death of the late Robert

Ralston Esq. The letter was put on the docket.

Adjourned till this afternoon at half past 3 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

MONDAY afternoon, half past 3 o'clock. The Assembly met, and was
opened with prayer.

The minutes of the last session were read.

Dr. Tucker and Mr. Boyd, delegates to the General Synod of the Reform-

ed Dutch Church, made reports in writing, which were read and accepted.

The report of the Directors of the Theological Seminary at Princeton, was
read, accepted, and ordered to be printed in the Appendix to the Minutes.

Overture No. 6, viz. The papers of the Rev. Andrew Jardine, a foreign

minister, was referred to Dr. Porter, Mr. Hamilton, and Mr. Penny.

The Assembly proceeded to the order of the day, viz. That part of the

report of the Committee on Overture No. 1, which relates to the " Plan of

Union" adopted in 1801.

The report was read and adopted, in part, as follows, viz.

" In regard to the relation existing between the Presbyterian and Congre-

gational Churches, the committee recommend the adoption of the following

resolutions

:

1. " That between these two branches of the American Church, there

ought, in the judgment of this Assembly, to be maintained sentiments of mu-
tual respect and esteem, and for that purpose no reasonable efforts should be

omitted to preserve a perfectly good understanding between these branches of

the Church of Christ.
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2. " That it is expedient to continue the plan of friendly intercourse, be-

tween this Church and the Congregational Churches of New England, as it

now exists."

A third resolution to abrogate the " Plan of Union," was discussed for some
time.

Adjourned till 9 o'clock to-morroAv morning.

Concluded with prayer.

TUESDAY morning, May 2 3d, 9 o'clock. The Assembly met, and was
opened with prayer.

The minutes of the last session were read.

The Committee of Commissions reported an additional member, who took

his seat, viz. Rev. Thomas S. Withcrspoon, from the Presbyter}^ of South

Alabama.
The Committee to make Arrangements for the devotional exercises of Wed-

nesday next, made a report, which was accepted, amended, and adopted, and

is as follows, viz. The exercises to commence at 10 o'clock, in this house.

Ist. The Moderator to state the design of the exercises, and give out a

psalm or hymn. 2d. Prayer, by Dr. Alfred Ely. 3d. Reading the Scrip-

tures, by Mr. Richardson. 4th. Address, by Dr. M'Auley. 5th. Psalm or

hymn, and prayer, by Dr. Green. 6th. Reading the Scriptures, by Mr. E.

Johnston. 7th. Address, by Mr. Plumer. 8th. Prayer, doxology, and bene-

diction, by Dr. Baxter.

A written report Avas made by Mr. Murray, delegate to the General Asso-

ciations of Maine, Rhode Island, and Connecticut, which was read and ac-

cepted.

A report on the subject of publishing the Assembly's Psalms and Hymns,
was received from Mr. Solomon Allen, which was accepted, and ordered to

be printed in the Appendix.

The Committee of Bills and Overtures, reported overture No. 11, viz. an

application from the delegate from the General Conference of Maine, to be

heard on the subject of peace.

The overture was put on the docket.

The order of the day, viz. that part of the report of the committee on over-

ture No. 1, which relates to doctrinal errors, was postponed, with a view of

resuming the unfinished business of yesterday, viz. that part of the report of

the same committee, which recommends the abrogation of the " Plan of Union."

The third resolution on this subject was taken up, and discussed for a con-

siderable time.

Adjourned till this afternoon at half past 3 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

*''^TUESDAY afternoon, half past 3 o'clock. The Assembly met, and was
opened with prayer.

The minutes of the last session were read.

The committee to whom overture No 6, viz. the papers from the Second

Presbytery of Philadelphia, relative to Mr. Jardine, a foreign minister, had

been referred, reported in favour of giving to that Presbytery permission to

receive him. The report was adopted.

The Assembly resumed the unfinished business of this morning, viz. that

part of the report of the committee on overture No. 1, which recommends
the abrogation of the " Plan of Union." The resolution was discussed for

some time, when the previous question was demanded, and decided in the

affirmative, bv ypfifi and navs, as follows, viz.
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" Shall the main question be now put ?"

Feas—Messrs. Piatt, Leggett, J. R. Johnston, R. I. Crawford, Wilkin,

Frame, Owen, Edwards, Sturges, Goldsmith, S. Boyd, Lenox, Murray,

M'Dowell, A. Alexander, Yeomans, W. Wilson, Woodhull, Junkin, Lowe,

King, John Wilson, Dorrance, Harris, Green, Latta, Fahnestock, Symington,

Cuyler, J3avie, Hamilton, Penny, Hickson, M. B. Patterson, Creigh, M'Kee-

han, Fullerton, Williamson, Jvong, J. H. Grier, J. B. Boyd, Hughes, Cook,

Annan, Ewing, Hervey, Slaglc, Baird, Kiddoo, Gladden, J. W. Johnston,

Lowrie, Mitchcl, Hannah, Stratton, Adair, Tait, M'Crackin, Van Dcman, W.
Patterson, S. Wilson, R. Miller, Beer, M'Combs, Torrance, Turner, Steel,

Keys, Crane, Osborn, GoUaday, J. Coe, Marquis, H. Patton, M. S. Smith,

Blythe, Marshall, M'Kennan, L Coe, Stafford, J. H. Rice, W. K. Stewart,

Bailey, Hopkins, C. S. Todd, C. Stuart, Irwin, A. Todd, Hendren, Morrison,

Moore, J. Alexander, W. H. Footc, Baxter, Hart, John Miller, Anderson,

Dunn, Graham, Caruthers, M'Queen, Potter, Pharr, Andrews, Watts, Dun-

can Brown, Conkey, Galbraith, John Patton, Sloss, Leatch, Hodge, James

Greer, Ross, Simpson, J. Witherspoon, Coit, Leland, Pratt, Howard, Gould-

ing, T. S. Witherspoon, Morgan, D. Johnson, Van Court, Brotherton, Banks,

J. Smylie, N. Smylie.—129.

Na'ys—Messrs. C. Cutler, Southworth, Holt, Burnap, Bcman, Haydcn,

Wickware, Rand, Wood, Griswold, M'Gotfin, Porter, Cone, Sayre, Whittle-

sey, Savage, M. Smith, Hunt, Stow, Pettibone, Loss, Doubleday, T. Williams,

Lockhead, Hay, Lounsbury, Roy, Bronson, Gridley, M'CuUough, Thatcher,

HoUister, Walbridge, Rowland, West, J. I. Foot, Delavan, Shipherd, Gregory,

Spalding, Stevens, Shaw, Brewster, Harmon, Tracy, Richardson, MaCk, Bush,

Hovey, Stillman, Preston, May, Ostrom, R. Campbell, Potts, M'Auley, Aik-

man, Peters, Schenck, Cheever, Seymour, Woodruff, Blauvelt, Ogilvie, Adam
Miller, Jessup, Darrach, Grant, Duffield, Hall, Archer, Gilbert, Faris, A.

Campbell, Martin, Saunders, Fuller, Seward, Nutting, D. Williams, Barber,

James Boyd, Woodbury, I. J. Rice, H. Brown, Breck, PL Kingsbury, Noyes,

Cleaveland, R. Stuart, VVarriner, Wead, Reed, Roberts, E. Cutler, Dolbear,

Dickinson, Bushnell, Tichenor, Phillips, Bradley, J. Crawford, Carnahan,

Ayres, Whitney, Clark, E. Kingsbury, Leonard, Gould, Graves, Chamber-

lain, Wisner, Hays, Cleland, T. P. Smith, Mines, Gideon, Painter, Thomas
Brown, M'Corkle,"^ M'Sween, E. White.—123.
The resolution was then adopted, by yeas and nays, as follows, viz.

3./' " But as the ' Plan of Union' adopted for the new settlements, in 1801,

was originally an unconstitutional act on the part of that Assembly—these

important standing rules having never been submitted to the Presbyteries

—

and as they were totally destitute of authority as proceeding from the Gene-

ral Association of Connecticut, which is invested with no power to legislate

in such cases, and especially to enact laws to regulate churches not within

her limits ; and as much confusion and irregularity have arisen from this un-

natural and unconstitutional system of union, therefore, it is resolved, that

the Act of the Assembly of 1801, entitled a ' Plan of Union,' be, and the same
is hereby abrogated." ' See Digest, pp. 297-299.

Yeas—Wood, Griswold, M'Goffin, Piatt, Mack, Leggett, J. R. Johnston,

R. I. Crawford, Wilkin, Frame, Owen, Edwards, Sturges, Goldsmith, Potts,

S. Boyd, Lenox, Murray, Blauvelt, M'Dowell, Ogilvie, A. Alexander, Yeo-

mans, William Wilson, Woodhull, Junkin, Lowe, King, John Wilson, Dor-

rance, Harris, Green, Latta, Fahnestock, Symington, Cuyler, Darrach, Da-
vie, Hamilton, Penny, Breckinridge, Hickson, M. B. Patterson, Creigh, M'Kee-

han, Fullerton, Williamson, Long, J. H. Grier, J. B. Boyd, Hughes, Cook,

Annan, Ewing, Hervey, Slagle, Baird, Kiddoo, Gladden, J. W. Johnston,
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Lowrie, Mitchel, Hannah, Stratton, Adair, Tait, M'Crackin, Van Deman, W,
Patterson, S. Wilson, R. Miller, Beer, M'Combs, Torrance, Turner, Dolbear,

Steel, Keys, Crane, Osborn, Golladay, J. Coe, Marquis, H. Patton, M. S.

Smith, Blythe, Marshall, PvI'Kennan, l/Coe, Stafford, J. H. Rice, W. K. Stew-

art, Bailey, Chamberlain, Hopkins, C. S. Todd, Cleland, C. Stuart, Irwin, A.
Todd, Hcndren, Morrison, Moore, John Alexander, W. H. Foote, Mines, Bax-
ter, Hart, John Miller, Anderson, Dunn, Graham, Caruthers, M'Queen, Pot-

ter, Pharr, Andrews, Watts, Cunningham, D. Brown, Conkey, Galbraith,

J. Patton, Sloss, Leatch, Hodge, J. Greer, Ross, Simpson, J, Witherspoon,
Coit,' Leland, Pratt, Howard, Goulding, T. S. Witherspoon, Morgan, D. John-

son, Van Court, Brotherton, Banks, J. Smylie, N. Smylie.—143.

Nays—C. Cutler, Southworth, Holt, Burnap, Beman, Hayden, Wickware,
Rand, Porter, Cone, Sayre, Whittlesey, M. Smith, Hunt, Stow, Pettibone,

Loss, Doubleday, T. Williams, Hay, Lounsbury, Roy, Bronson, Gridley,

M'CulIough, Thatcher, HoUister, Walbridge, Rowland, West, J. I. Foot,

Delavan, Shipherd, Gregory, Spalding, Stevens, Shaw, Brewster, Harmon,
Tracy, Richardson, Bush, Hovey, Stillman, Preston, May, Ostrom, R. Camp-
bell, M'Auley, Aikman, Peters, Schenck, Cheever, Seymour, Burnet, Wood-
ruff, Adam Miller, Jessup, Grant, Duffield, A. White, Hall, Archer, Gilbert,

Faris, A. Campbell, Martin, Saunders, Fuller, Seward, Nutting, D. Williams,

Barber, J. Boyd, Woodbury, I. J. Rice, H. Brown, Breck, H. Kingsbury,

Noyes, Cleaveland, R. Stuart, Warriner, Wead, Reed, Roberts, E. Cutler,

Dickinson, Bushnell, Tichenor, Phillips, Bradley, J. Crawford, Carnahan,
Ayres, Whitney, Clark, Leonard, E. Kingsbury, Gould, Graves, Wisner,

Hays, T. P. Smith, Gideon, Painter, T. Brown, M'Corkle, M'Sween, E.

White.—110.
The report of the Board of Missions was made the order of the day, im-

mediately after the relimous exercises of to-morrow morning.

Adjourned for business till to-morrow morning, after the religious exer-

cises.

Concluded with prayer.

WEDNESDAY morning, May 24th, 10 o'clock. The Assembly met, and
spent some time in public religious exercises, agreeably to the report of

the Committee of Arrangements. After Avhich the Assembly was opened with

prayer.

The reading of the minutes of the last session was dispensed with.

The Committee of Commissions reported an additional member, viz. Mr.

Simeon Benjamin, a ruling elder from the Presbytery of Chemung.
The Assembly proceeded to the order of the day, viz. The annual report

of the Board of Missions, which was read. The report was accepted, and

ordered to be published under the direction of the Board.

Adjourned till this afternoon at half past 3 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

WEDNESDAY afternoon, half past 3 o'clock. The Assembly met, and

was opened with prayer.

The minutes of the last two sessions were read.

The committee on overture No. 1 viz. " The Testimony and Memorial

of the Convention," made a further report, " respecting so much of the me-
morial as relates to the toleration of gross errors in doctrine, or disorders in

practice, by inferior judicatories." The report was read and accepted. The
re[)ort was then recommitted, and the committee was instructed to make a full

report on the memorial as soon as convenient.
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The assembly proceeded to the order of the day, postponed from yesterday,

viz. that part of the report of the Committee on the Memorial which relates to

doctrinal errors. When, the motion to amend the report by adding to the

specification of errors certain others, was discussed for some time ; it was then

moved that the amendment be indefinitely postponed ; and after some debate.

The Assembly adjourned till to-morrow morning at 9 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

THURSDAY morning. May 2.5th, 9 o'clock. The Assembly met, and was

opened with prayer.

The minutes of the last session were read.

The Committee of Commissions reported an additional member, viz. Mr.

James H. Fitzgerald, a ruling elder from the Presbytery of Winchester.

Nominations were made for members to fill the vacancies in the Board of

Missions for the next four years ; and the election was made the order of the

day for to-morrow morning at the opening of the session.

Resolved, That the 17th rule be so altered as to read as follows, viz.

" The previous question shall be in this form, ' shall the main question be

now put ?' and when demanded by a majority of the members present shall

be put without debate. And until it is decided shall preclude all amendment

and further debate on the main question."

The committee on overture. No. 1, made a final report on the memorial

of the Convention. The report v/as accepted, and put on the docket.

A motion was made to take up the unfinished business of yesterday, viz.

the motion to postpone indefinitely the motion to amend the report of the Com-
mittee on the Memorial, and the Moderator ruled that this motion must be

taken without debate.

An appeal was taken from this decision ; the house sustained the decision

of the Moderator.

The motion was then put and lost, so the house refused to take up the

unfinished business.

A motion was made that the Assembly now take up so much of the re-

port of the Committee on the Memorial, as relates to the toleration of disor-

ders in practice, and errors in doctrine, by inferior judicatories.

Adjourned till this afternoon at half past 3 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

THURSDAY afternoon, half past 3 o'clock. The Assembly met, and

was opened with prayer.

The minutes of the last session were read.

The Committee on Mileage reported that there has been contributed and
paid into the commissioners' fund, the sum of twelve hundred and thirty-two

dollars and seventy-eight cents ; that the number of miles travelled by com-
missioners is forty-two thousand, eight hundred and eighty -five ; and that,

at two cents and eighty-seven hundreths, per mile, the sum payable to the

commissioners will be twelve hundred and thirty dollars and eighty cents,

for which sum they recommend that the Trustees of the General Assembly
be directed to draw an order on their Treasurer. The report was adopted.

The house resumed the unfinished business of this morning, viz. the motion

to take up that part of the report of the Committee on the Memorial which
relates to the toleration of disorders in practice, and errors in doctrine, by
inferior judicatories. The motion was carried. And resolutions to cite to

the bar of the next Assembly such inferior judicatories as shall appear to be
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charged by common fame with irregularities, M-ere offered and debated for a

considerable time.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 9 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

FRIDAY morning, May 26th, 9 o'clock. The Assembly met, and was
opened with prayer.

The minutes of the last session were read.

A petition on the subject of slavery was presented and referred to the Com-
mittee on Bills and Overtures.

The Assembly proceeded to the order of the day, viz. the election of mem-
bers to fill the vacancies in the Board of Missions ; Messrs. Murray, Cleave-

land, and Anderson were appointed to receive and count the votes, and report

the result to the Assembly.

The Assemby resumed the unfinished business of yesterday, viz. the reso-

lutions to cite to the bar of the next Assembly such inferior judicatories as

shall appear to be charged by common fame with the toleration of gross

errors in doctrine, and disorders in practice ; and after debate,

The Assembly adjourned till this afternoon at half past 3 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

FRIDAY afternoon, half past 3 o'clock. The Assembly met, and was
opened with prayer.

The minutes of the last session were read.

The committee to receive and count the votes for members to fill the

vacancies in the Board of Missions, repoi'ted, when it appeared that the fol-

lowing persons were duly elected for the next four years, viz.

MINISTERS. LAYMEN.

John M'Dowell, D. D. Alexander W. Mitchell,

William L. Breckinridge, Joseph P. Engles,

William A. M'Dowell, D. D. William Brown,
John Breckinridge, D. D. William Maxwell,

James L. Dinwiddle, Matthew L. Bevan,

Samuel G. Winchester, Archibald M'Intyre.

Shepard K. Kollock,

Joshua L. Wilson, D. D.
George Potts,

Alexander Macklin.

The Assembly resumed the unfinished business of this niorning, viz. the

resolutions to cite to the bar of the next Assembly such inferior judicatories

as may be charged by common fame with the toleration of gross en'ors in

doctrine, and disorders in practice ; and, after debate, the previous question

was demanded, and decided in the affirmative, by yeas and nays, as follows, viz.

" Shall the main question be now put ?"

Yeas—C. Cutler, Southworth, Burnap, Wood, Griswold, Piatt, Savage,

Lockhead, Leggett, R. I. Crawford, Frame, Owen, Edwards, Sturges, Gold-

smith, Potts, S. Boyd, Lenox, Burnet, Murray, Blauvelt, M'Dowell, Ogilvie,

A. Alexander, Wm. Wilson, Woodhull, Junkin, Lowe, King, John Wilson,
Dorrance, Harris, Green, Latta, Fahnestock, Symington, Cuyler, Darrach,
Davie, Hamilton, Penny, Breckinridge, Hickson, M. B. Patterson, Creigh,

M'Keehan, FuUerton, Williamson, Long, J. H. Grier, J. B. Boyd, Hughes,
Cook, Annan, Ewing, Slagle, Baird, Kiddoo, Gladden, J. W. Johnston,
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LowiiP, Mitchel, Hannah, Stratton, Adair, Tai't, M'Crackin, Woodhiiry, E.

Cutler, Van Denian, Wm. Patterson, Saml. Wilson, R. Miller, Beer, M'Combs

^

Torrance, Turner, Keys, Crane, Osborn, Golladay, James Coe, Marquis,

Bradley, Hugh Patton, M. S. Smith, Blythe, Marshall, M'Kennan, Isaac Coc,

Carnahan, SlafTord, J. 11. Rice, W. K. Stewart, Bailey, Hays, Hopkins, C.

S. Todd, Cleland, C. Stuart, Irwin, A. Todd, Hendren, Moore, Morrison,

John Alexander, W. H. Foote, Baxter, Hart, Plumer, Dunn, Graham, Caru-

thers, M'Quccn, Potter, Pliarr, Andrews, Watts, D. Brown, Colikey, Gal-

braith, John Patton, Sloss, Leatch, Hodge, James Greer, Ross, Simpson, J.

Witherspoon, Coit, Lcland, E. White, Pratt, Howard, Goulding, Morgan, D.

Johnson, Van Court, Banks, J. Smylie, N. Smylie.—141.
Nays—Holt, Beman, Wickware, Hayden, Rand, M'Goffin, Porter, Sayrc,

Cone, Whittlesey, M. Smith, Hunt, Stow, Pettibone, Doublcday, Loss, T.

Williams, Hay, Roy, Lounsbury, Bronson, Gridley, M'CuUough, Hollister,

Thatcher, Walbridge, West, J. Foot, Delavan, Shipherd, Gregory, Spalding,

Benjamin, Stevens, Brewster, Shaw, Harmon, Tracy, Richardson, Bush,

Mack, Hovey, Stillman, Preston, May, J. R. Johnston, Ostrom, R. Campbell,

Aikman, Peters, M'Auley, N. E. Johnson, Gibson, Schenck, Seymour, Wood-
ruff, Yeomans, A. Miller, Jessup, Grant, Duffield, A. White, Hall, Gilbert,

Paris, A. Campbell, Martin, Saunders, Fuller, Seward, D.Williams, Nutting,

Barber, James Boyd, I. J. Rice, H. Brown, Breck, Noyes, H. Kingsbury,

Cleaveland, R. Stuart, Warriner, Wead, Reed, Roberts, Dickinson, Bushncll,

Tichenor, Phillips, J. Crawford, Ayres, Whitney, Clark, E. Kingsbury, Gould,

Graves, VVisner,T. P.Smith, Fitzgerald, Mines, Gideon, John Miller, Anderson,

Painter, T. Brown, M'Corkle, M'Sween, Cunningham, T. S.Witherspoon.—1 08.

frhe resolutions were then adopted, by yeas and nays, as follows, viz.

1. Resolved, That the proper steps be now taken, to cite to the bar of the

next Assembly, such inferior judicatories as are charged by common fame
with irregularities.

2. That a special committee be now appointed to ascertain what inferior

judicatories are thus charged by common fame, prepare charges and specifi-

cations against thein, and to digest a suitable plan of procedure in the mat-
ter ; and that said committee be requested to report as soon as practicable.

3. That, as citations on the foregoing plan is the commencement of a pro-

cess inv(/lving the right of membership in the Assembly ; therefore, resolved,

that agreeably to a principle laid down, chap. v. sec. 9th, of the " Form of

Government," the members of said judicatories be excluded from a seat in

the next Assembly, until their case shall be decided.

)

Yeas—Piatt, Leggott, J. R. Johnston, R. I. Crawford, Wilkin, Frame,
Owen, Edwards, Sturges, Goldsmith, Potts, S. Boyd, Lenox, Murray,
M'Dowell, Ogilvie, A. Alexander, Yeomans, Wm. W^ilson, Woodhull, Junkin,

Lowe, King, John Wilson, Dorrance, Harris, Green, Latta, Fahnestock,

Symington, Cuyler, Darrach, Davie, Hamilton, Penny, Breckinridge, Hick-
son, M. B. Patterson, Creigh, M'lveehan, Fullerton, Williamson, Long, J. H.
Grier, J. B. Boyd, Hughes, Cook, Annan, Ewing, Slagle, Baird, Kiddoo,

Gladden, J. W. Johnston, Lowi-ie, Mitchel, Hannah, Stratton, Adair, Tait,

M'Crackin, Van Deman, ^Vm. Patterson, Samuel ^Vilson, R. Miller, Beer,

M'Combs, Torrance, Turner, Crane, Osborn, Golladav/ .Tames Coc, Marquis,

Hugh Patton, M. S. Smith, Blyfhe, Marshall, M'Kennan, Stafford, J. H. Rice,

W. K. Stewart, Bailey, Hopkins, C. S. Todd, C. Stuart, Irwin, A. Todd,
Hendren, Morrison, Moore, John Alexander, W. H. Footp, Baxter, Hart,

Anderson, Plumer, Dunn, Graham, Caruthers, M'Queen, Potter, Pharr, An-
drews, Watts, D. Brown, Conkey, Galbraith, John Patton, Sloss, Leatch,
Hodge, J. Greer, Ross, Simpson, J. Witherspoon, Coif, Leland, Pratt, How-

C
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ard, Goulding, T. S. Witherspoon, Morgan, D. Johnson, Van Court, Banks,

J. Smylic, N. Smylie.—128.
Nays—C. Cutler, Southworth, Holt, Burnap, Beman, Ilayden, Wickware,.

Rand, Wood, Griswold, M'Goffin, Porter, Cone, Sayrc, Whittlesey, Savage,

M. Smith, Hunt, Stow, Pettibone, Loss, Doublcday, T. Williams, Lockhead,

Hay, Lounsbury, Roy, Bi'onson, Gridley, M'CuUough, Thatcher, HoUister,

Walbridge, Rowland, West, J. I. Foot, Delavan, Shipherd, Gregory, Spald-

ing, Benjamin, Stevens, Shaw, Brewster, Harmon, Tracy, Richardson, Bush,

Mack, piovey, Stillman, Preston, May, Ostrom, R. Campbell, M'Auley, Aik-

man, Peters, N. E. Johnson, Gibson, Schenck, Burnet, Seymour, Woodruff,

A. Miller, Jessup, Grant, Duffield, A. White, Plall, Gilbert, Paris, A. Camp-
bell, Martin, Saunders, Fuller, Seward, D. VVilliams, Nutting, Barber, James

Boyd, Woodbury, I. J. Rice, H. Brown, Breck, H. Kingsbury, Noyes, Cleave-

land, R. Stuart, Warrincr, Wead, Reed, Roberts, E. Cutler, Dolbear, Dickin-

son, Bushnel, Tichcnor, Phillips, Bradley, J. Crawford, Carnahan, Ayres,

Whitney, Clark, E. Kingsbury, Gould, Graves, Chamberlain, Wisner, Hays,

Cleland, T. P. Smith, Mines, Gideon, John Miller, Painter, T. Brown,

M'Corkle, M'Sween, Cunningham, E. White.—122.

Non liquet—Mr. Kcj^s.

Resolved, That the committee to be appointed under the foregoing resolu-

tions consist of five members.

Mr. Hay, for himself and others, gave notice of a protest against the fore-

going resolutions.

Mr. Cleaveland, for hnnself and others, gave notice of a protest agamst

the resolutions adopted on Thursday last, abrogating the " Plan of Union."

Mr. Breckinridge gave notice that he would to-morrow morning offer a

resolution to appoint a committee, to consist of equal numbers from the ma-
jority and minority on the vote to cite inferior judicatories, to inquire into the

expediency of a voluntary division of the Presbyterian Church.

Adjoui'ned till to-morrow morning at 9 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

SATURDAY morning. May 27th, 9 o'clock. The Assembly met, and

was opened with prayer.

The minutes of the last session were read.

The Committee of Commissions reported the following additional mem-
bers, viz. Rev. Jacob Van Vechten, D. D., delegate from the General Synod
of the Reformed Dutch Church, and the Rev. James H. Thornwell, from the

Presbytery of Bethel. The committee also reported that Mr. James M'Dow-
ell, a nding elder from the Presbyteiy of Plopewcll, had presented a com-

mission which wants the signature of the Clerk of Presbytery. This informal

commission was referred to the Committee on Elections.

The Moderator announced to the house an invitation from the inspectors of

the Eastern Penitentiary, for the Assembly to visit that institution, this after-

noon, or at such other time as may be most convenient.

The Committee on Elections reported in favour of receiving the member
whose case was referred to them ; and it was ordered that tlie name of Mr,

James M'Dowell, ruling elder from the Presbytery of Hopewell, be inserted

in the roll of commissioners.

Dr. Cuylcr, Mr. Breckinridge, Dr. Baxter, Mr. M'Kennan, and Mr. Eaird^

were appointed a committee on the resolutions adopted yesterday, respecting

the citation of inferior judicatories charged with irregularities.

The Committee on Leave of Abs(;nce reporied (hat they had given leave-

to Rev. Lewis H. Loss.
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It was made the order for Thursday morning next, to receive reports of

committees on Synodical Records.

Agreeably to notice given last evening, Mr. Breckinridge moved that a

committee often members, of whom an equal number shall be from the ma-
jority and minority of the vote on the resolutions to cite inferior judicatories,

be appointed on the state of the church.

Dr. Junkin and Mr. Ewing, on the part of the majority, and Messrs. A.

Campbell and Jessup, on the part of the minority, were appointed to nominate

each five members of the committee on the foregoing resolutions.

The Committee on Overtures Nos. 2, 3, and 4, made a report, and their

report was accepted, and ordered to be put on the docket, and the committee

was discharged.

The Stated Clerk made a report in relation to the contingent fund ; the re-

port was accepted, and ordered to be put on the docket.

Dr. Junkin and Mr. Campbell, from the committees to nominate the Com-
mittee of Ten on the State of the Church, respectively reported, the fol-

lowing nomination, viz. Mr. Breckinridge, Dr. Alexander, Dr. Cuyler, Dr.

Witherspoon, and Mr. Ewing, on the part of the majority ; and Dr. M'Auley,

Dr. Beman, Dr. Peters, Mr. Dickinson, and Mr. Jessup, on the part of the

minority. The report was adopted ; and the committee was directed to meet

in this house, at the rising of the Assembly this morning, and afterwards on

their own adjournments.

On motion. The Assembly engaged in prayer, on behalf of this committee,

and of the subject referred to them.

The Committee of Bills and Overtures, repoi-ted overture No. 12, viz. The
papers of Rev. Hugh Gibson, a foreign minister, and the request of the Pres-

bytery of New York for leave to receive him. This overture was referred

to Messrs. James Coe, W. H. Foote, and West.

Overture No. 5, was taken up, and referred to Messrs. Murray, C. Cutler,

and Coit.

Overture No. 7, was taken up, read, and referred to Dr. Green, Messrs.

Baird, Plumcr, Lowrie, and A. Todd.
Overture No. 8, was taken up, read, and referred to Mr. Cleaveland, Dr.

Goulding, and Mr. King.

Overture No. 9, was taken up, read, and referred to Messrs. Latta, Car-

nahan, and Owen.
Overture No. 10, was taken up, and referred to Dr. Graham, Mr. Hay,

and Mr. A. Piatt.

Overture No. 11, was taken up, read, and erased from the docket.

Resolved, That so much of the unfinished business of the Memorial, as

relates to Reform, be taken up. The document was read, and resolutions with

respect to the method of reform were presented and read.

A division of the resolutions Avas called for, and it was moved that the first

I'esolution be adopted ; and after debate.

The Assembly adjourned till Monday morning at 9 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

MONDAY morning, May 29th, 9 o'clock. The Assembly met, and was
opened with prayer.

The minutes of the last session were read.

The Committee of Commissions reported an additional member, viz. Hon.
Peter D. Vroom, a delegate from the General S}'nod of the Reformed Dutch
Church.

Resolved, That the consideration of the report of the Committee on ihe
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Memorial, be postponed for the present ; and that the Committee on the State

of tlie Church have leave to sit during the sessions of the Assembly.
The Judicial Committee reported judicial business No 1, viz. Appeal of

the session of Wheatland Church against the Synod of Genesee.

No. 5, viz. Appeal of Rev. A. G. Morss, and others, of the Congregation

of Frankford, against the Second Presbytery of Philadelphia.

No. 7, viz. Complaint of James Patterson, and others, against the Synod
of Philadelphia.

The Committee on the Report of the Directors of the Western Theological

Seminary, and on the unfinished business of the last Assembly, in relation

to the transfer of that seminary to the Synod of Pittsburg, made a report,

which was read, and put on the docket.

The committee to provide means to meet the deficiency of the proceeds of

the permanent funds to pay the salaries of the professors in the Theological

Seminary at Princeton, made the following report, which was accepted, viz.

That, through the year, they have received for this object the following

sums, viz

:

From the Rev. James V. Henry, Sing-Sing, New York, - - $10 00

Congregation of Mount Pleasant, New York, - - 4 18

Rev. David Preston, Monroe County, Pennsylvania, - 5 00

Rev. William H. Williams, Tuscaloosa, Alabama, - 30 00
Rev. Joseph H. Adams, Hebron, Alabama, - - 20 00
Rev. Samuel G. Winchester, Philadelphia, - - 30 00
Rev. John T. Edgar, D. D., Nashville, Tennessee, - 10 00
Rev. James S. Woods, Lewistown, Pennsylvania, collected

in Congregation of Waynesburg. Pennsylvania, 21 00
Rev. Gideon N. Judd, Bloomfield, New Jersey, - - 10 00
Rev. James C. Barnes, Dayton, Ohio, - - - 10 00
Rev. James W. Douglass, Favetteville, North Carolina, 10 00

8160 18

The committee appointed by the last Assembly to compile a Digest, made
a report, which was accepted, and referred to Dr. Green, Mr. Gilbert, and
Mr. S. Boyd.

Various papers on the subject of slavery were presented, and referred to

the Committee on Bills and Overtures.

The Committee on Overture No. 9, viz. the reference from the Presby-

tery of Fayettevillc, in relation to vacant churches, made a report, which was
accepted, and laid on the table for the present.

The Committee on Overture No. 5, viz. an overture from the Synod of
Alabama, as to the constitutional right of examination by Presbyteries, made
a report, which was accepted, and adopted, and is as follows, viz.

That the constitu\ional riglit of eVery Presbytery to examine all seeking

connexion with them, was settled by the Assembly of 1835, (see Minutes of

1835, page 27,) and that until said decision is reversed, the subject requires

no farther legislation.

The Committee on Mileage made a further report, stating that the names
of two of the commissioners to the Assembly, Messrs. John Leonard and
John M'Sween, were given in to the committee (as stated by those delegates,)

but appear to have been mislaid, as they have not been found among the

papers used in making up the account ; the committee theretbre request the

General Assembly to direct their Trustees to draw an order on their Trea-
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surer for fifty-three dollars and ten cents, the amount of mileage due to Messrs.-

Leonard and M'Sween.
The report was accepted, and adopted.

The Moderator communicated an invitation from Mr. Julius R. Friedlander,

Principal of the Pennsylvania Institution for the instruction of the blind, for

the Assembly to visit that institution, at such time as may be convenient to

the members.
Resolved, That the Assembly will accept the invitation for Saturday after-

noon next, at 4 o'clock.

The Assembly resolved to take up of the unfinished business of the last

Assembly, the appeal of Dr. A. Smith from the Synod of Cincinnati.

After some conversation in relation to this case, it was laid on the table for

the present.

Adjourned till this afternoon at half past 3 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

MONDAY afternoon, half past 3 o'clock. The Assembly met, and was
opened with prayer.

The minutes of the last session were read.

The Assembly took up the complaint of the Presbytery of Missouri, against

the Presbytery of St. Charles, laid over by the last Assembly, and the records

of the Presbytery of St. Charles not being present,

Resolved, That the complaint be dismissed.

The nomination of persons to fill the vacancies in the Boards of Directors

of the Theological Seminary at Piinceton, and of the Western Theological
Seminary, was made the order of the day for Tuesday morning.
The report of the committee on the right of Presbyteries to examine minis-

ters applying for admission, which was adopted this morning, was reconsidered,

amended, and adopted as follows, viz.

That the constitutional right of every Presbytery to examine all seekino-

connexion with them, was settled by the Assembly of 1835, (see Minutes of
183.5, p. 27.) And this Assembh^ now render it imperative on Presbyteries

to examine all who make application for admission into their bodies, at least

on experimental rehgion, didactic and polemic theology, and church gov-
ernment.

The Assembly took up the Appeal of the Rev. Dr. Wylie, against the Synod
of Indiana, laid over by the last Assembly.
The Moderator read the rule reminding the members of their high charac-

ter as a court of Jesus Christ, and the solemn duty in vviiich they are about
to act.

The Appeal of Dr. Wylie, and the sentence of the Synod appealed from,

were read ; and the records of the inferior judicatories were also read, in part.

Adjourned till 9 o'clock to-morrow morning.

Concluded with prayer.

TUESDAY morning. May 30th, 9 o'clock. The Assembly met, and was
opened with prayer.

The minutes of the last session were read.

The Committee of Commissions reported an additional member, viz. the

Rev. John H. Smaltz, from the General Synod of the German Reformed
Church.

The Assembly took up the Appeal and Complaint of the Church of St.

Charles, against the Synod of Missouri, laid over by the last Assembly. The
Church appeared, and was ready for trial ; but the records of the Synod not
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being present, the appeal was postponed, and it was ordered that the Synod
of Missouri send up their records to the next General Assembly.
The c<jmmittee to whom was referred the suggestion made bv the Com-

mittee on the Digest, for printing the minutes of the supreme judiciatory of
the Presbyterian Church, from its origin in the United States, made a report,

which was accepted, amended, and adopted, as follows, viz.

That after maturely considering the subject submitted to them, they are

of opinion that the subject be referred to a committee of two, under the in-

struction that the printing of the minutes is desirable, provided it can be done
without involving the funds of the Assembly in any expense, either ibr the

necessary transcription of records, the printing, or making an index of the

same. It is believed that the committee should have a discretionary power
as to the selections to be made from some other papers than the records of
the church, but that the \\hole records should be printed.

Dr. Green, and Dr. .John M'DowcU, the Stated Clerk, were appointed this

committee.

The Assembly proceeded to the order of the day, which was to make nomi-
nations for Directors of the Theological Seminary at Princeton, and of the

Western Theological Seminary ; nominations were made, and the elections

were made the order of the day for to-morrow morning at the opening of the

session.

The Committee on the State of the Church reported by their chairman, Dr-
Alexander, that they had not been able to agree, and asked to be discharged.

Both portions of the comiiiittee then made separate reports, accompanied
by various papers, which reports and papers were ordered to be entered on
the minutes of the Assembly, and are as follows, viz.

EErORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE MAJORITY.

The Committee of the Majority, from the United Committee on the State

of the Church, beg leave to report

:

That having been unable to agree with the Minority's Committee on any
plan for the immediate and voluntary separation of the new and old school

parties in the Presbyterian Church, they lay before the General Assembly
the papers which passed between the committees, and which contain all the

important proceedings of both bodies.

These papers are marked 1 to 5 of the majority, and 1 to 4 of the minority.

A careful examination of them will show that the two committees were agreed

in the following matters, namely

:

1. The propi'iety of a voluntary separation of the parties in our church;
and their separate organization.

2. As to the corporate funds, the names to be held by each denomination,

the Records of the Church, and its Boards, and Institutions.

It will further appear, that the committees were entii'ely unable to agree,

on the following points, namely ;

1. As to the propriety of entering at once, by the Assembly, upon the di-

vision, or the sending down of the question to the Presbyteries.

2. As to the power of the Assembly to take effectual initiative steps, as

proposed by the majority ; or the necessity of obtaining a change in the con-

stitution of the church.

3. As to the breaking up of the succession of this Genei'al Assembly, so

that neither of the new Assemblies proposed, to be considered this proper

body continued ; or that the body which should retain the name and institu-

tutions of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United

States of America, should be held in fact and law, to be the true successors
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of this body. Wliilc the Committee of the Majority were perfectly disposed

to do all that the utmost liberality could demand, and to use in all^ cases such

expressions as should be wholly unexceptionable
;
yet it aj;peared to us in-

dispensable to take our final stand on these grounds.

Vor,Jirst, we arc convinced that if any thing tending towards a voluntary

separation is done, it is absolutely necessary to do it etiectually, and at once.

Secondly. As neither party professes any desire to alter any constitutional

rule whatever, it seems to us not only needless, but absurd, to send down an

overture to the Presbyteries on this subject. We believe moreover that full

power exists in the Assembly, either by consent of parties, or in the way of

discipline, to settle this, and all such cases ; and that its speedy settlement is

greatly to be desired.

Thirdly. In regard to the succession of the General Assembly, this com-

mittee could not, in present circumstances, consent to any thing that should

even imply the final dissolution of the Presbyterian church, as now organized

in this country ; which idea, it will be observed, is at the basis of the plan of

the minority ; insomuch that even the body retaining the name and institu-

tions should not be considered the successor of <Ais body.

Finally. It will be observed from our fifth paper, as compared with the

fourth paper of the Minority's Committee, that the final shape which their

j)roposal assumed, was such, that it was impossible for the majority of the

house to carry out its views and wishes, let the vote be as it might. For if

the house should vote for the plan of the Committee of the Majority, the

other committee would not consider itself, or its friends, bound thereby : and
voluntary division would therefore be impossible, in that case. But if the

house should vote for the minority's plan, then—the foregoing insuperable ob-

jections to that plan being supposed to be surmounted—still the whole case

would be put off, perhaps indefinitely.

A. Alexander, C. C. Cuyler, J. Witherspoon, N. Ewing, R. J. Breckinridge.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE MI>'^ORITY.

The subscribers, appointed members of the Committee of Ten on the State

of the Church, respectfully ask leave to report, as follows :

It being understood that one object of the appointment of said committee

was to consider the expediency of a voluntary division of the Presbyterian

church, and to devise a plan for the same, they, in connexion with the other

members of the committee, have had the subject under deliberation.

The subscribers had believed that no such imperious necessity for a division

of the church existed, as some of their brethren supposed, and that the con-

sequences of division would be greatly to be deprecated. Such necessity,

however, being urged by many of our brethren, we have been induced to

yield to their wishes, and to admit the expediency of a division, provided the

same could be accomplished in an amicable, equitable, and proper manner.
We have accordingly submitted the following propositions to our brethren on
the other part of the same committee, who at the same time submitt(;d to us

their proposition, which is annexed to this report.

[Here read the Proposition marked Minority No. l,"and Majority No. 1.]

Being informed by the other members of the committee, that they had con-

cluded not to discuss in committee the propositions which should be submitted,

and that all propositions on both sides were to be in writing, and to be an-

swered in writing, the following papers passed between the two parts of the

committee :—Here read.

No. 2, Minority paper.

2, Majority "
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No. 3, Majority paper.

3, Minority "

4, Majority "

4, Minority "

5, Majority "

From these papers it will be seen, that the only question of any importance
Upon which the committee di tiered, was that proposed to be submitted to the

decision of the Assembly, as preliminary to any action upon the details of
either plan. Therefore, believing that the members of this Assembly have
neither a constitutional nor moral right to adopt a plan for a division of the

Church, in relation to which they are entirely uninstructed by the Presby-

teries ; believing that the course proposed by their brethren of the committee
to be entirely inefficacious, and calculated to introduce confusion and discord

into the whole Church, and instead of mitigating, to enhance the evils which
.

it proposes to remove ; and regarding the plan proposed by themselves, with

the modifications thereof as before stated, as presenting in general the only

safe, certain, and constitutional mode of division, the subscribers do respect-

fully present the same to the Assembly for their adoption or rejection.

Thomas M'Auley, N. S. S. Beman, Absalom Peters, B. Dickinson,

William Jessup.

( No. 1, OF THE MAJORITY.

The portion of the coinmittee which represents the majority, submit for

consideration

:

1

.

That the peace and prosperity of the Presbyterian Church in the United

States, require a separation of the portions called respectively the old and
new school parties, and represented by the majority and minority in the pre-

sent Assembly.

2. That the portion of the church represented by the majority in the pre-

sent General Assembly, ought to retain the name and the corporate property

of the General Asscmbl}^ of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of

America.

3. That the two parties ought to form separate denominations, under sepa-

rate organizations; that to effect this with the least delay, the commis-
sioners in the present General Assembly shall elect which body they will

adhere to, and this election shall decide the position of their Presbyteries re-

spectively for the present ; that every Presbytery may reverse the decision of

its present commissioners, and unite with the opposite body by the permis-

sion of that body properly expressed ; that minorities of Presbyteries, if large

enough, or if not, then in connexion with neighbouring minorities, may form

new Presbyteries, or attach themselves to existing Presbyteries, in ui>ion with

either body, as shall be agreed on ; that Synods ought to take order and make
election on the general principles already stated ; and minorities of Synods
should follow out the rule suggested for minorities of Presbyteries, as far as

they are applicable.

No. 1, OF THE MINORITY.

Whereas, the experience of many years has proved that this body is too

large to answer the purposes contemplated by the constitution, and there ap-

pear to be insuperable obstacles in the way of rcduciag the representation

:

And whereas, in the extension of the church over so great a territory, em-
bracing such a variety of people, difference of view in relation to important

points of church policy and action, as well as theological opinion, are found

to exist

:
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Now, it is believed, a division of this body into two separate bodies, M'hich

shall act independently of each other, will be of vital importance to the best

int(!rests of the Redeemer's kingdom.

,

Therefore, resolved, That the following rules be sent down to the Presby-

teries for their adoption or rejection as constitutional rules, to wit

:

1. The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States

of America shall be, and it hereby is divided into two bodies : the one thereof

to be called the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United

States of America, and the other, the General Assembly of the American

Presbyterian Church.

2. That the Confession of Faith and form of government of the Presbyte-

rian Church of the United States of America, as it now exists, shall continue

to be the Confession of Faith and form of government of both bodies, until

it shall be constitutionally changed and altered by either, in the manner pre-

scribed therein.

3. That in sending up their commissioners to the next General Assembly,

each Presbytery, after having, in making out their commissions, followed the

form now prescribed, shall add thereto as follows: " That in case a majority

of the Presbyteries shall have voted to adopt the plan for organizing two

General Assemblies, we direct our said commissioners to attend the meeting

of the General Assembly of the ' Presbyterian Church of the United States

of America,' or the ' American Presbyterian Church,' as the case may be."

And after the opening of the next General Assembly, and before proceeding

to other business than the usual preliminary organization, the said Assembly

shall ascertain what is the vote of the Presbyteries, and in case a majority of

said Presbyteries shall have adopted these rules, then the two General Assem-

blies shall be constituted and organized in the manner now pointed out in the

form of government, by the election of their respective moderators, stated

clerks, and other officers.

4. The several Presbyteries shall be deemed and taken to belong to that

Assembly with which they shall direct their commissioners to meet, as stated

in the pi-eceding rule. And each General Assembly shall, at their first meet-

ing, as aforesaid, organize the Presbyteries belonging to each into Synods.

And in case any Presbytery shall fail to decide as aforesaid at that time, they

may attach themselves within one year thereafter to the Assembly they shall

prefer.

5. Churches and members of churches, as well as Presbyteries, shall be

at full liberty to decide to which of said Assemblies they will be attached,

and in case the majority of male members in any church shall decide to be-

long to a Presbytery connected with the Assembly to which their Presbytery

is not attached, they shall certify the same to the Stated Clerk of the Pres-

bytery which they wish to leave and the one with which they wish to unite,

and they shall, ipso facto, be attached to such Presbytery.

6. It shall be the "duty of Presbyteries, at their first meeting after the adop-

tion of these rules, or within one year thereafter, to grant certificates of dis-

mission to such ministers, licentiates, and students, as may wish to unite with

a Presbytery attached to the other General Assembly.

7. It shall be the duty of church sessions to grant letters of dismission to

such of their members, being in regular standing, as may apply for the same
within one year after the organization of said Assemblies under these rules,

for the purpose of uniting with any church attached to a Presbytery under

the care of the other General Assembly ; and if such session refuse so to

dismiss, it shall be lawful for such members to unite with such other church

in the same manner as if a certificate were given.

D
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8. The Boards of Education and Missions shall continue their organiza-

tions as heretofore, until the next meeting of the Assembly ; and in case the-

rules for the division of the Assembly be adopted, those Boards shall be, and

hereby are transferred to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
in the United States of America, if that Assembly at its first meeting shall

adopt the Boards as their organizations ; and the seats of an)?- ministers or

elders in those Boards, not belonging to that General Assembly, shall be
deemed to be vacant.

9. The records of the Assembly shall remain in the hands of the present

Stated Clerk, for the mutual use and benefit of both General Assemblies, un-

til, by such an arrangement as they may adopt, they shall appoint some other

person to take charge of the same. And either Assembly, at their own ex-

pense, may cause such extracts and copies to be made thereof, as they may
desire and direct.

10. The Princeton Seminary funds to be transferred to the Board of Trus-

tees of the seminary, if it can be so done legally and without forfeiting the

trusts upon which the grants were made ; and if it cannot be done legally,

and according to the intention of the donors, then to remain with the present

Board of Trustees until legislative authority be given for such transfer.

The supervision of said seminary, in the same manner in which it is now
exercised by the General Assembly, to be transferred to and vested in the

General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States to be con-

stituted. The other funds of the church to be divided equally between the

two Assemblies.

Pass a resolution suspending the operation of the controverted votes until

after the next Assembly.

No. 2, OF THE. MINORITY.

The Committee of the Minority, &c., make the following objections to the

proposition of the majority.

1. To ^ny recognition of the terms, "old and new schools," or "majority

and minority," of the present Assembly, in any action upon the subject c^

division, the minority expect the division in every respect to be equal ; no
other would be satisfactory.

2. Insisting upon an equal division, we are willing that that portion of the

church which shall choose to retain the present Boards, shall have the present

name of the Assembly. The corporate property which is susceptible of di-

vision to be divided, as the only fair and just course.

3. We object to the power of the commissioners to make any division a4

this time, and as individuals we cannot assume the responsibility..

No. 2,, OF THE MAJORITY.

The Committee of the Majority, haviag considered the paper submitted by

that of the minority, observe

:

^

1. That they suppose the propriety and necessity of a division of the church

may be considered as agreed on by both committees ; but we think it not

expedient to attempt giving reasons in a preamble ; the preamble is therefore

not agreed to. *

2. So much of No. 1, of the plan of the Committee of the Minority, as re-

lates to the proposed names of the new General Assemblies, is agreed to.

3.. Nos. 1 to 8, inclusive, except as above, are not agreed to, but our pro-

position. No. 3, in our first paper, is insisted on. But we agree to the pro-

posal in regard to single churches, individual ministers, licentiates, students*,

and private members.
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4. In lieu of No. 9, we propose that the present Stated Clerk be directed

to make out a complete copy of all our records, at the joint expense of

both the new bodies, and alter causing the copy to be examined and cer-

tified, deliver it to the written order of the Moderator and Stated Clerk of the

General Assembly of the American Presbyterian Church.

5. We agi'ee, in substance, to the proposal in No. 10, and offer the fol-

lowing as the form in which the proposition shall stand : that the corporate

funds and property of the church, so far as they appertain to the Theological

Seminary at Princeton, or relate to the professors' support, or the education

of beneficiaries there, shall remain the property of the body retaining the

name of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United

States of America ; that all other funds shall be equally divided between the

new bodies, so far as it can be done in conformity with the intentions of the

donors; and that all liabilities of the present Assembly shall be discharged

in equal portions by them ; that all questions relating to the future adjust-

ment of this whole subject upon the principles now agreed on, shall be settled

by committees appointed by the new Assemblies at their first meeting respec-

tively ; and if these committees cannot agree, then each committee shall se-

lect one arbitrator, and these two, a third, which arbitrators shall have full

]X)wer to settle finally the whole case in all its parts ; and that no person shall

be appointed an arbitrator, who is a member of either church ; it being dis-

tinctly understood that whatever difficulties may arise in the construction of
trusts, and alt other questions of power, as w^ell as right, legal and equitable,

shall be finally decided by the committees or arbitrators, so as in all cases to

prevent an appeal by either party to the legal tribunals of the country.

No. 3, OF THE MINORITY.

1. We accede to the proposition to have no preamble.

2. We accede to the proposition No. 4, modifying our proposition No. 9,

in relation to the records and copies of the records. The copy to be made
within one year after the division.

3. We assent to the modification of No. 10, by No. 5 of the propositions

submitted, with a trifling alteration in the phraseology, striking out the words,
" shall remain the property of the body retaining the name of the General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America," and
inserting the words, " shall be transferred and belong to the General As-
sembly of the Presbyterian Church of the United States of America, hereby
constituted."

4. We cannot assent to any division by the present commissioners of the

Assembly, as it would in no wise be obligatory on any of the judicatories

of the church, or any members of the churches. The only effect would be a
disorderly dissolution of the present Assembly, and be of no binding force or

effect upon any member who did not assent to it.

5. We propose a resolution to be appended to the Rules, and which we
believe, if adopted by the committee, would pass with great unanimity, urging
in strong terms the adoption of the Rules by the Presbyteries ; and the mem-
bers of the minority side of the committee pledge themselves to use their in-

fluence to procure the adoption of the same by the Presbyteries.

No. 3, OF THE MAJORITY.

The Committee of the Majority, &c., in relation to paper No. 2, observe :

1. That the terms "old and new school, majority and minority," are
meant as descriptive, and some description being necessary, we see neither

impropriety nor unsuitablcness in them.



436

2. Our previous paper No. 2, having, as wc suppose, substantially acceded

to the proposal of tlie minority in relation to the funds in their first paper,

we deem any I'urthcr statement on that subject unnecessary.

3. That we see no difficulty in the way of settling the matter at present,

subject to the revision of the Presbyteries, as provided in our first paper,

under the third head ; and as no " constitutional rules" are proposed in the

way of altering any principles of our system, Ave see no constitutional obsta-

cle to the execution of the proposal already made. We therefore adhere to

that plan as our final proposal: But if the commissioners of any Presbytery

should refuse to elect, or be equally divided, then the Presbytery which they

represent shall inake such election at its first meeting after the adjournment

of the present General Assembly.

No. 4, OF THE JfAJORITY.

The Committee of the Majority, &c., in reply to paper No. 3, of the Mi-

nority's Committee, simply refer to their own preceding papers, as contain-

ing ti.eir f nal propositions.

No. 4, OF THE MINORITY.

The Committee of the Minority, in reply to paper No. 3, of the majority,

observe

:

That 'they will unite in a report to the Assembly, stating that the com-

mittee have agreed tliat it is'expedicnt that a division of the church be effected,

and in general upon the principles upon which it is to be carried out, but

they differ as to the manner of effecting it.

On the one hand, it is asked that a division be made by the present Assem-

bly at their present meeting ; and on the other hand, that the plan of division,

with the subsequent arrangement and organization, shall be submitted to the

Presbyteries for their adoption or rejection.

They will unite in asking the General Assembly to decide the above points

previous to reporting the details, and in case the Assembly decide in favour

of immediate division, then the paper No. 1, of the majority, with the modi-

fications agreed on, be taken as the basis of the report in detail.

If the Asseml)ly decide to send to the Presbyteries, then No. 1, of the mi-

nority's papers, with the modifications agreed on, shall be the basis of the

report in detail.

The Conmiittee of the Minority cannot agree to any other propositions than

those already submitted, until the above be settled by the Assembly.

If the above proposition be not agreed to, or be modified and then agreed

to, they desire that each side may make a repoi't to the Assembly to-morrow

morning.

No. 5, OF THE MAJORITY.

The Committee of the Majority, &c., in answer to No. 4, «fec., reply that

understanding from the verbal explanations of the Committee of the Minority,

that the said committee would not consider cither side bound by the vote of

the Assembly, if it were against their views and wishes respectively on the

point proposed to be submitted to its decision in said paper, to carry out in

good faith a scheme which, in that case, could not be approved by them ; and

under such circumstances a voluntary separation being manifestly impossible,

this committee consider No. 4 of the minority as virtually a waver of the

whole subject. If nothing further remains to be proposed, they submit that

the papei-s be laid before the Assembly, and that the united Committee be

dissolved.

The Committoo on the State of the Church was discharged.
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It was moved that the further consideration of tlie reports be indefinitely

postponed ; and, after debate,

It was moved that this whole subjcx^t be laid on the table for the present.

The motion was adopted, by yeas and nays, as follows, viz.

Yeas—Messrs. M'Gotiin, Piatt, Savage, Lockhead, Leggett, R. I. Craw-
ford, J. R. Johnston, Wilkin, Frame, Owen, Edwards, Goldsmith, S. Boyd,

Potts, Lenox, Murray, B. M'Dowell, Blauvclt, Ogilvie, A. Alexander, William

Wilson, Yeomans, VVoodhuU, Junkin, King, Lowe, John Wilson, Dorrance,

Harris, tireen, Fahnestock, Latta, Symington, Cuyler, Darrach, Davie,

Penny, Hamilton, Breckinridge, llickson, M. B. Patterson, M'Keehan,

Creigh, FuUerton, Williamson, Long, J. H. Grier, J. B. Boyd, Hughes, Cook,

Annan, Ewing, Hervey, Slagle, Baird, Kiddoo, Gladden, J. W. Johnston,

Lowrie, Mitchel, Hannah, Adair, Tait, M'Crackin, Van Ueman, W. Patter-

son, S. Wilson, R. Miller, Beer, M'Combs, Torrance, Turner, Steel, Keys,

Crane, Osborn, GoUaday, James Coe, Marquis, Hugh Patton, M. S. Smith,

Blythe, Marshall, M'Kennan, I. Coe, Stafibrd, J. H. Rice, W. K. Stewart,

Bailey, Hopkins, C. S. Todd, C. Stuart, Irwin, A. Todd, T. P. Smith, Flen-

dren, Moore, Morrison, J. Alexander, W. H. Foote, Fitzgerald, Baxter, Hart,

Anderson, Plumer, Dunn, Graham, Caruthers, M'Queen, Potter, Pharr, An-
drews, Watts, D. Brown, Conkey, Galbraith, J. Patton, Sloss, Leatch, Hodge,

James Greer, Ross, Simpson, Thornwell, J. Witherspoon, Coit, Leland, Pratt,

J. M'Dowell, Goulding, T. S. Witherspoon, Morgan, D. Johnson, Van Court,

Brotherton, Banks, J. Smylie, N. Smylie.—138.

Nays—Messrs. C. Cutler, Southworth, Holt, Burnap, Beman, Wickware,
Hayden, Griswold, Porter, Sayre, Cone, Whittlesey, M. Smith, Hunt, Stow,

Pettibone, Doubleday, T. Williams, Hay, Roy, Lounsbury, Bronson, Grid-

ley, M'Cullough, HoUister, Walbridge, Rowland, West, J. I. Foot, Delavan,

Shipherd, Spalding, Benjamin, Stevens, Brewster, Shaw, tiarmon, Tracy,

Richardson, Mack, Stillman, Preston, May, Ostrom, R. Campbell, M'Auley,

Aikman, Peters, Gibson, N. E. Johnson, Schenck, Cheever, Burnet, Seymour,
Woodruff, A. Miller, Jcssup, Grant, A. White, Duffield, Hall, Gilbert, Faris,

A. Campbell, Martin, Saunders, Fuller, Seward, D. Williams, Nutting, Bar-

ber, James Boyd, Woodbury, I. J. Rice, H. Brown, Breck, H. Kingsbury,

Noyes, Cleaveland, R. Stuart, Wead, Roberts, E. Cutler, Dolbear, Dickinson,

Bushnell, Phillips, Bradley, J. Crawford, Caniahan, Ay res, Whitney, Clfirk,

E. Kingsbury, (jould. Graves, Wisner, Hays, Cleland, Mines, Gideon, Pain-

ter, T. Brown, M'Corkle, M'Sween, Cunningham, Howard.—107.

A resolution was offered, declaring that the Synod of the Western Reserve

is not a part of the Presbyterian Church, and after debate.

The Assembly adjourned till this afternoon at half past 3 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

TUESDAY afternoon, half past 3 o'clock. The Assembly met, and was
opened with prayer.

The minutes of the last session were read.

A letter was received from John W. Thompson Esq., resigning his office

as Trustee of the General Assembly.

Nominations were made for persons to fill the vacancies in the Board of

Trustees of the General Assembly ; and the election was made the order of

the day for Thursday afternoon.

The Assembly resumed the unfinished business of this morning, viz. the

resolution declaring the Synod of the Western Reserve not to be a portion of

the Presbyterian Church, and after debate.

The Assembly adjourned till to-morrow morning at 9 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.
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WEDNESDAY morning, May 31st, 9 o'clock. The Assembly met, and

M'as opened with prayer.

The minutes of the last session were read.

The Assembly proceeded to the order of the day, viz. the elections for Di-

rectors of tlie Theological Seminary at Princeton, and of the Western Theo-

logical Seminary. Messrs. GoUaday, Hart, and E. Cutler, were appointed to

receive and count the ballots for Directors of Princeton Seminary, and report

the result to the Assembly ; and Messrs. Crane, H. Patton, and A. White,

were appointed to receive and count the ballots for Directors of the Western
Seminary, and report the result.

The committee to whom were referred the reports of the Presbyteries in

relation to certain changes of the Constitution, reported, that fifty-two Pres-

byteries have reported in favour of, and thirty-eight against the extension of

the term of study to be required from theological students ; and that forty-two

have reported in favour of, and twenty-three against making the Synods, in

the proposed cases, the judicatories of the last resort. The report was ac-

cepted, and laid on the table.

The annual report of the Board of Education was presented, read, accepted,

and referred to the Board for publication.

Resolved, That the Board of Education have power to make persons hono-

rary members of the same, by the payment of a sum to be specified by the

Board ; and that these persons, thus made honorary members, shall have a

right to sit in the meetings of the Board, and engage in their deliberations,

but shall have no right to vote. p

Nominations were made for persons to fill the vacancies in the Board of

Education ; and the election was made the second order of the day for to-

morrow morning.

The committee to receive and count the ballots for persons to fill the va-

cancies in the Board of Directors of the Theological Seminary at Princeton,

reported, when it appeared that the following were elected for three years, viz.

MINISTERS. ELDERS.

Joseph M'Elroy, D. D. Alexander W. Mitchell, M. D.

Gardiner Spring, D. D. John T. Woodhull, M. D.

William A. M'Dowell, D. D. Hugh Auchincloss.

William NeiU, D. D.
William Latta,

George W. Musgrave,

William D. Snodgrass, D. D.

The committee to receive and count the ballots for persons to fill the va-

cancies in the Board of Directors of the Western Theological Seminary, re-

ported, when it appeared that the following wei'e elected, for three years, viz.

MINISTERS. ELDERS.

Thomas D. Baird, Alexander Laughlin,

Samuel Tait, Thomas G. Bailey,

David M'Conaughy, D. D. Thomas Kiddoo.

Andrew O. Patterson,

Robert Dunlap,

David H. Riddle, D. D.

James Culbertson.

The Assembly resumed the unfinished business of yesterday, viz. the reso-

lution declaring the Synod of the Western Reserve not to be a part of the

Presbyterian church. And after debate, it was moved to postpone the resolu-



439

tion with a \ie\v of introducing a resolution to send down to the Presbyteries

an overture for a division of the Presbyterian church; and after debate.

The Assembly adjourned till this afternoon at half past 3 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

WEDNESDAY afternoon, half past 3 o'clock. The Assembly met, and

was opened with prayer.

The minutes oi" the last session were read.

The Assembly resumed the unfinished business of this morning, viz. the

motion to postpone the further consideration of the resolution declaring the

Synod of the Western Reserve not to be a part of the Presbyterian church

;

after debate,

The Assembly adjourned till to-morrow morning at 9 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

THURSDAY morning, June 1st, 9 o'clock. The Assembly met, and was
opened with prayer.

The minutes of the last session were read.

The Assembly postponed the orders of the day, and resumed the unfinished

business of yesterday, viz. the motion to postpone the further considc^ration of

the resolution declaring the Synod of the Western Reserve not to be a part

of the Presbyterian Church. And after debate, the pi'evious question was de-

manded, and decided in the affirmative, by yeas and nays, as follows, viz.

" Shall the main question be now put ?"

Yeas—Messrs. Piatt, Savage, Lockhead, Leggett, R. I. Crawford, J. R.

Johnston, Wilkin, Frame, Owen, Edwards, Goldsmith, S. Boyd, Potts, Lenox,

Murray, B. M'Dowell, Blauvelt, Ogilvie, A. Alexander, William Wilson,

Yeomans, Woodhull, Junkin, Lowe, John Wilson, Dorrance, Harris, Green,

Fahnestock, Latta, Symington, Cuyler, Darrach, Davie, Penny, Hamilton,

Breckinridge, Hickson, M. B. Patterson, M'Keehan, Crcigh, Fullerton, Wil-

liamson, Long, J. H. Grier, J. B. Boyd, Hughes, Cook, Annan, Ewing, Pler-

vey, Slagle, Baird, Kiddoo, Gladden, J. W. Johnston, Lowrie, Mitchel, Han-
nah, Stratton, Adair, Tait, M'Crackin, Van Deman, William Patterson, R.

Miller, Beer, M'Combs, Torrance, Turner, Steel, Keys, Crane, Osborn, Gol-

laday, James Coe, Marquis, M, S. Smith, Marshall, M'Kennan,. Stafford, J.

H. Rice, W. K. Stewart, Bailey, Hopkins, C. S. Todd, C. Stuart, Irwin,.A.
Todd, Hendren, Moore, Morrison, J. Alexander, W. H. Foote, Fitzgerald,

Baxter, Hart, Plumer, Dunn, Graham, Caruthers, M'Queen, Potter, Pharr,

Andrews, D. Brown, Conkey,, Galbraith, John Patton, Sloss, Leatch, Hodge,
James Greer, Ross, Simpson, ThornwcU, J. Witherspoon, Coit, Leland, Pratt,

Howard, J. M'Dowell, Goulding, T. S. Witherspoon, Morgan, D. Johnson,

Van Court, Banks, J. Smylie, N. Smylie.—130.

Nays—C. Cutler, Southworth, Holt, Burnap, Beman, Hayden, M'Goffin^

Griswold, Porter, Sayrc, Cone, M. Smith, Hunt, Stow, Pettibone, Williams,

Roy, Lounsbury, Bronson, Gridley, M'CuUough, Hollister, Thatcher, Wal-
bridge, Rowland, West, Foot, Dclavan, Shipherd, Spalding, Benjamin, Stevens,.

Brewster, Shaw, Harmon, Tracy, Richardson, Mack, Stillman, Preston, May,
Ostrom, R. Campbell, ^^Auley, Aikman, Peters, Gibson, N. E. Johnson-,

Cheever,, Seymour, Woodruff, A. Miller, Jcssup, Grant, A. White, Duffield,

Gilbert, Faris, A. Campbell, Martin, Saunders, Fuller, Seward, D. Williams,

Nuttmg, Barber, James Boyd, Woodbury, I. J. Rice, H. Brown, H. Kings-

bury, Noyes, Cleaveland, R. Stuart, Warriner, Wead, Reed, Roberts, E. Cut-

ler, Dickinson, Bushnell, Isaac Coe, Carnahan, Ayres, Whitney, Clark, Leo-
nard, Gould, Graves, Chamberlain, Wisner, Hays, T. P. Smith, Mines, Gi-
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dcon, John Miller, Painter, T. Brown, M'Corkle, Cunningliani, E. White,

Brothcrton.—102.

Non liquet—Mr. Anderson.

So the motion to postpone was cut off. And then tlic original resolution

was adopted, by yeas and nays, as follows, viz.

Resolved, That, by the operation of the abrogation of the Plan of Union of

1801, the Synod of the Western Reserve is, and is hereby declared to be no
longer a part of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America.

Yeas—Messrs. M'Goffin, Piatt, Leggett, R. I. Crawford, J. R. Johnston, Wil-

kin, Frame, Owen, Edwards, Goldsmith, S. Boyd, Potts, Lenox, Murray, B.

M'Dowell, Blauvelt, Ogilvie, A. Alexander, William Wilson, Yeomans, Wood-
hull, Junkin, Lowe, John Wilson, Dorrance, Harris, Green, Fahnestock, Latta,

Symington, Cuyler, Darrach, Davie, Penny, Hamilton, Breckinridge, Hickson,

M. B. Patterson, M'Keehan, Creigh, FuUerton, W^illiamson, Long, J. H. Grier,

J. B. Boyd, Hughes, Cook, Annan, Ewing, Hervey, Slagle, Baird, Kiddoo,

Gladden, J. W. Johnston, Lowrie, Mitchel, Hannah, Stratton, Adair, Tait,

M'Crackin, Van Deman, W. Patterson, R. Miller, Beer, M'Combs, Torrance,

Turner, Steel, Keys, Crane, Osborn, GoUaday, J. Coe, Marquis, M. S. Smith,

Marshall, M'Kennan, Staiford, J. H. Rice, W. K. Stewart, Bailey, Chamber-
lain, Hopkins, C. S. Todd, C. Stuart, Irwin, A. Todd, Hendren, Moore, Mor-
rison, J. Alexander, W. PL Foote, Fitzgerald, Baxter, J. Miller, Hart, An-
derson, Plumer, Dunn, Graham, Caruthers, M'Queen, Potter, Pharr, Andrews,
D. Brown, Conkey, Galbraith, J. Patton, Sloss, Leatch, Hodge, J. Greer,

Ross, Simpson, Thornwcll, J. Witherspoon, Coit, Leland, Pratt, J. M'Dowell,

Goulding, T. S. Witherspoon, Morgan, D. Johnson, Van Court, Brotherton,

Banks, J. Smylie, N. Smylie.—132.

Nays—Messrs. C. Cutler, Southworth, Holt, Burnap, Beman, Hayden,
Griswold, Porter, Sayre, Cone, Savage, M. Smith, Hunt, Stow, Pettibone,

T. Williams, Roy, Lounsbury, Bronson, Gridley, M'Cullough, HoUister,

Thatcher, Walbridge, Rowland, West, J. L Foot, Delavan, Shipherd, Spald-

ing, Benjamin, Stevens, BrcAvster, Shaw, Harmon, Tracy, Richardson, Mack,
Stillman, Preston, May, Ostrom, R. Campbell, M'Auley, Aikman, Peters,

Gibson, N. E. Johnson, Cheever, Seymour, Woodruff, Adam Miller, Jessup,

Grant, A. White, Duffield, Hall, Gilbert, Faris, A. Campbell, Martin, Saun-
ders, Fuller, Seward, D. Williams, Nutting, Barber, James Boyd, Woodbury,
L J. Rice, H. Brown, H. Kingsbury, Noyes, Cleaveland, R. Stuart, Warri-
ner, Wead, Roberts, E. Cutler, Dolbear, Dickinson, Bushnell, Phillips, Brad-
ley, J. Crawford, Isaac Coe, Carnahan, Ayres, Whitney, Clark, Leonard,
E. Kingsbury, Gould, Graves, Wisner, Hays, T. P. Smith, Mines, Gideon,
Painter, Thomas Brown, M'Corkle, Cunningham, E. White, Howard.—105.

Adjourned till this afternoon at half past 3 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

THURSDAY afternoon, half past 3 o'clock. The Assembly met, and was
opened with prayer.

The minutes of the last session wei'e read.

The Assembly being informed that Mr. George Ralston, who has been for

some years a member of the Board of Education, and who was yesterday

put on nomination for re-election, had suddenly departed this life this morn-
ing, another person was put in nomination in his place, and it was

Resolved, That the sympathy of this Assembly be communicated to the

family and friends of the late George Ralston Esq., expressing our deep re-

gret at the loss which his family, the public, and especially the Presbyterian

church have sustained in this sudden and solemn event.
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A motion was made that those mpmbers who wore out of tlio house when
the last vote of this morning was taken, be allowed to have their names en-

tered among the yeas and nays ; after debate, this motion was laid on the

table.

The Assembly proceeded to the order of the day, viz. the election of Trus-

tees of the General Assembly.

A motion was made that this election be by ballot, and decided in the af-

firmative, by yeas and nays, as follows, viz.

Yeas—Messrs. Wood, Piatt, Savage, M. Smith, Pettibone, Hay, M'Cul-

lough, [[oilistcr, Thatcher, Spalding, tJenjamin, IJrewster, Shaw, Mack, Still-

man, Preston, Leggctt, R. I. Ci'awford, Wilkin, Ostrom, Frame, Edwards,
Peters, Gibson, Burnet, Murray, B. M'Dowell, W. Wilson, Woodhull, John
Wilson, Dorrancc, A. Miller, Jessup, Darrach, Grant, A. White, Dulficld,

Davie, Martin, M'Keehan, J. W. Johnston, Cleaveland, R. Stuart, Warriner,

Van Deman, Samuel Wilson, Phillips, BIythe, M'Kennan, Whitney, W. K.
Stewart, E. Kingsbury, Gould, Graves, Wisner, C. S. Todd, C. Stuart, W.
H. Foote, Plumcr, Pharr, Painter, Galbraith, Sloss, Leatch, J. Witherspoon,

E. White, Van Court, J. Smylie.—68.

Nai/s—Lockhead, Walbridge, Harmon, Hall, Gilbert, Williamson.—6.

Before the vote was announced, a motion was made directing the Clerk to

call the names of members of the Western Reserve Synod, which motion the

Moderator decided to be out of order; an appeal was taken from the Moderator,

and the house sustained his decision.

Mr. Jessup presented a written demand that the members of the W^estern

Reserve Synod be admitted to vote, in the election now in progress, and pro-

testing against the rejection of their votes.

The paper was laid on the table.

Messrs. M'Kennan, Torrance, and T. P. Smith, were appointed to receive

and count the votes for persons to fill the vacancies in the Board of Trustees
of the General Assembly, and to report the result.

The Assembly took up that portion of the memorial which relates to the

method of reform, and a resolution was offered respecting the operations of
the American Home Missionary Society, and of the American Education So-
ciety, within the bounds of the Presbyterian Church. And after debate,

The Assembly adjourned till to-morrow morning at 9 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

FRIDAY morning, June 2d, 9 o'clock. The Assembly met, and was
opened with prayer.

The minutes of the last session were read.

The committee to receive and count the ballots for persons to fill the

vacancies in the Board of Trustees, reported, when it appeared that the fol-

lowing, being the only persons nominated, were elected, viz. Rev. Henry A.
Boardman, William Brown, and John K. Kane.
The Assembly proceeded to the order of the day, viz. the election of per-

sons to fill the vacancies in the Board of Education ; and Messrs. J. W.
Johnston, Blauvelt, and Savage were appointed to receive and count the votes,

and report the result.

The Committee on Overture No. 12, viz. the papers of the Rev. Hugh
Gibson, a foreign minister, reported in favour of his being received by the

Presbytery of New York ; the report m as adopted.

A protest against the resolutions of the Assembly abrogating the " Plan of
Union" of 1801, was introduced and accepted; and it was referred to Dr.
Junkin, Dr. Green, and Mr. Anderson—to be answered.

E
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The Assembly resumed the unfinished business of yesterday, viz. the reso-

lution respecting the operations of the American Home Missionary Society,

and of the American Education Society, within the bounds of the Presbyte-

rian Church ; and, after debate,

The Assembly adjoui'ncd till this aftei'noon at half past 3 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

FRIDxVY afternoon, half past 3 o'clock. The Assembly met, and was
opened with prayer.

The minutes of the last session were read.

The committee to receive and count the votes for persons to fill the vacan-

cies in the Board of Education, reported, when it appeared that the following

were elected for four years, viz.

MINISTERS. LAYMEN.

Archibald Alexander, U. D. Alexander Henry,
Moses Waddell, D. D. A. \V. Mitchell, M. D,
Norri.^ Bull, J. B. Mitchell,

A. Macklin, John Stille,

W. S. Pluuier, M. Newkirk,

D. M'Conau2;hv, D. D. A. Van Sinderen,

J. M'DoweiC D. D. William Harris, M. D.

Joseph C. Styles,

J. N. Campbell, D. D. For one year.

N. Murray. Stephen Colwell,

James N. Dickson.

The Assembly resumed (he unfinished business of this morning, viz. the

resolution respecting the operations of the American Home Missionary So-

ciety, and of the American Education Society, within the bounds of the Pres-

byterian Church ; and, after debate.

The previous question was demanded, and decided in the affirmative ; and

the main question being put, the resolution was adopted, by yeas and nays, as

follows, viz.

Resolved, That while we desire that no body of Christian men of other

denominations should be prevented from choosing their own plans of doing

good—and while we claim no right to complain sjiould they exceed us in

, energy and zeal—<-we believe, that facts too familiar to need repetition here,

warrant us in affirming, that the organization and operations of the so called

American Home Missionary Society, and American Education Society, and

its brandies, of whatever name, are exceedingly injurious to the peace and
purity of the Presbyterian Church.) We recommend, accordingly, that they

should cease to operate within any of our churches.

Yeas—Messrs. Piatt, Leggett, R. I. Crawford, W^ilkin, Frame, Edwards,
Goldsmith, Potts, Lenox, Murray, B. ?^rDowcll, Blauvelt, Ogilvie, A. Alex-

ander, W. Wilson, Yeomans, Woodhul!, Junkin, Lowe, J. Wilson, Dorrance,

Harris, Green, Fahnestock, Latta, Symington, Cuyler, Darrach, Davie, Pen-

ny, Hamilton, Breckinridge, Hickson, M. B. Patterson, M'Keehan, Creigh,

Fullerton, Williamson, Long, J. H. Grier, J. B. Boyd, Hughes, Cook, Annan,
Ewing, Hervey, Baird, Kidduo, Gladden, J. W. Johnston, Mitchel, Hannah,
Stratton, Adair, Tait, M'Crackin, Van Deman, W. Patterson, S. Wilson, R.

Miller, Beer, M'Combs, Torrance, Turner, Steel, Keys, Crane, Osborn, Golla-

day, James Coe, Marquis, H. Patton, M. S. Smith, Blytlie, Marshall, M'Ken-
nan, 1. Coe, Stafford, J. H. Rice, W. K. Stewart, Hopkins, C. S. Todd, C.
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Stuart, Irwin, A. Todd, Hendren, Moore, Morrison, J. Alexander, W. H.

Foote, Fitzgerald, Mines, Baxter, Hart, Anderson, Plumer, Dunn, Carutliers,

M'Queen, Potter, Pharr, Andrews, D. Brown, Galbraith, J. Patton, .Sloss,

lieatch, Hodge, James Greer, Ross, Simpson, Thornwell, J. Witherspoon,

Coit, Leland, Pratt, J. M'Dowell, Goulding, T. S. Witherspoon, Morgan, D.

Johnson, Van Court, J. Smylie, N. Smylie.—lii4.

Nays—Messrs. Southworth, Holt, Burnap, Beman, Griswoid, Porter,

Sayre, Cone, Whittlesey, M. Smith, Hunt, Stow, Pettibone, Doubleday, Wil-

liams, Hay, Roy, Lounsbury, Gridlcy, M'Cullough, HoUister, Thatcher,

Walbridge, Rowland, West, Delavan, Shi[)lierd, Spalding, Benjamin, Stevens,

Brewster, Harmon, Tracy, Richardson, Mack, Stillman, I'reston, May,Ostrom,

R. Campbell, M'Aulcy,' Aikman, Peters, Gibson, N. E. Johnson, Burnet,

Seymour, Woodruff, A. Miller, Jessup, Grant, A. White, Dutfield, Hall, Gil-

bert, A. Campbell, Cleaveland, R. Stuart, Warriner, Wead, Reed, E. Cutler,

Dolbear, Dickinson, Bushnell, Phillips, Bradley, J. Crawford, Carnahan,

Ayres, W'hitney, Clark, Kingsl)ury, Gould, Graves, Chamberlain, Wisner,

Gideon, Graham, Painter, T. Brown, M'Corkle, M'Sween, Cunningham, E.

White, Brotherton.—86.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 9 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

SATURDAY morning, June 3d, 9 o'clock. The Assembly met, and

was opened with prayer.

The minutes of the last session were read.

Mr. Jessup offered a paper, purporting to be a protest from the commis-

sioners, members of the Western Reserve Synod, against the resolution of

this Assembly, declaring, that that Synod is not a part of the Presbyterian

Church. The protest was received, read, and committed to Messrs. Plumer,

Ewing, and WoodhuU—to be answered.

Dr. Beman introduced a protest, signed by himself and others, against the

resolutions of this Assembly respecting the citation of such inferior judicato-

ries as may be charged by common fame with irregularities, and against the

resolution of this Assembly declaring the Synod of the Western Reserve not

to be a part of the Presbyterian Church. The protest was" read, accepted,

and committed to Messrs. Breckinridge, Annan, and C. S. Todd—to be an-

swered.

The Committee to prepare a Narrative of the State of Religion, made a

report, which was read, accepted, and laid on the table.

Resolutions were offered by Mr. Breckinridge respecting the connexion of

the Synods of Utica, Geneva, and Genesee with the Presbyterian Church of

the United States. A division of the question was called for by Mr. Jessup

;

and, aller debate, it was moved by Mr. Jessup to postpone the resolutions,

with a view of introducing the tbllowing substitute, viz.

Whereas, it has been alleged, that the Synods of Geneva, Genesee, and
Utica, of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America, have been

guilty of important delinquency and grossly unconstitutional proceedings, and

a resolution jiredicated on this allegation to exclude the said Synods from the

said Presbyterian Church, has been offered in this Assembly; and, whereas,

no specilied act of the said Synod has been made the ground of proceeding

against that body, nor any specific members of that body have been desig-

nated as the delinquents ; and, whereas, these charges are denied by the com-
missioners representing those bodies on this floor, and an inquiry into the

whole matter is demanded ; and, whereas, a majority of the members of the

Synods have h,ad no previous notice of these proceedings, nor of the existence
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ol' any charge against them, individually or collectively, nor any opportunity

of derendinij; themselves against the charges so brought against them

:

Therefore, resolved. That the Synods of Utica, Geneva, and Genesee, be,

and hereby are cited to appear on the third Thursday of May next, at Phi-

ladelphia, before the next General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in

the United States of America, to show what they have done, or failed to do,

in the case in question, and, if necessary, generally to answer any charges that

may or can be alleged against them, to the end that the whole matter may be

examined into, deliberated upon, and judged of, according to the Constitution

and Discipline of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America.

Afier debate.

The Assembly adjourned till Monday morning at 9 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

MONDAY morning, June 5th, 9 o'clock. The Assembly met, and was

opened with prayer.

The minutes of the last session Avere read.

The Assembly resumed the unfinished business of Saturday, viz. the mo-

tion to postpone the resolution offered by Mr. Breckinridge, respecting the

connexion of the Synods of Utica, Geneva, and Genesee, with the Presbyte-

rian Church, for the purpose of introducing a resolution to cite those Synods

to the bar of the next Assembly. During the debate, Mr. Plumer, who had

the floor, was called to order for adducing certain letters and papers in the

course of his argument. The Moderator decided, that Mr. Plumer was in

order. An appeal was taken from the Moderator^ and the house sustained

his decision. And, after further debate.

The Assembly adjourned till this afternoon at half past 3 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

MONDAY afternoon, half past 3 o'clock. The Assembly met, and was
opened with prayer.

The minutes of the last session were read.

The Assembly resumed the unfinished business of this morning, viz. the

motion to postpone the resolutions respecting the Synods of Utica, Geneva,

and Genesee ; and, after debate, the previous question was demanded, and

decided in the affirmative; and the motion to postpone being cut otf by the

previous question, the resolutions were divided, and the first was adopted, by
yeas and nays, as follows, viz.

Be it resolved, by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the

United States of America,

1. That in consequence of the abrogation by this Assembly of the Plan of

Union of 1801, between it and the General Association of Connecticut, as

utterly unconstitutional, and therefore null and void from the beginning, the

Synods of Utica, Geneva, and Genesee,, which were formed and attached to

this body under and in execution of said " Plan of Union," be, and are

hereby declared to be out of the ecclesiastical connexion of the Presbyterian

Church of the United States of America, and that they are not in form or in

fact an integral portion of said church.

Yeas—Messrs. Piatt, Leggett, R. I. Crawford, J. R. Johnston, Wilkin,

Frame, Goldsmith, S. Boyd, Potts, Lenox, Murray, B. M'Dowell, Ogilvie,

William Wilson, Yeomans, Woodhull, Junkin, Lowe, John Wilson, Dor-

rance, Harris, Green, Latta, Symington, Cuyler, Darrach, Penny, Hamilton,

Breckinridge, Hickson, M. B. Patterson, M'Keehan, Creigh, Futlerton, Wil-

liamson, Long, J. H. Grier, Hughes, Cook, Annan, Ewing, Hervey, Slagle,
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Raird, Kiddoo, Gladilen, J. W. Jolinslon, Lowrie, Mitchel, Hannah, Slrat-

ton, Adair, Tait, M'Crackin, Van JX'inan, W. Patterson, IS. Wilson, R. Mil-

ler, Beer, M'Combs, Torrance, Turner, Crane, Osborii, Marquis, 11. Pat-

ton, M. S. Smith, Marshall, M'Kennan, Stallord, J. H. Rice, VV. K. Stew-

art, Hopkins, C. S. Todd, C. Stuart, Irwin, A. Todd, llendren, Moore, J.

Alexander, W. H. Foote, Fitzgerald, Baxter, Hart, Anderson, Plumer, Dunn,

Graham, Caruthers, Pvl'Queen, Potter, Pharr, Andrews, D. Brown, Galbraith,

J. Patton, SIoss, Leatch, Hodge, James Greer, Ross, Simpson, Thornwell, J.

Witherspoon, Coit, Leland, Pratt, James M'Dowell, Goulding, Morgan, D.

Johnson, Van Court, Banks, J. Smylie, N. Smylic.—115.

Nays—Messrs. C. Cutler, Southv/orth, Holt, Burnap, Beman, Wood,
M'Goffin, Griswold, Porter, Sayre, Cone, Whittlesey, Savage, M. Smith,

Hunt, Stow, Pcttibone, Doubleday, Lockhead, Hay, Roy, Lounsbury, Bron-

son, Gridley, M'CuUough, Thatcher, Shipherd, Gregory, Spalding, Benjamin,

Stevens, Brewster, Harmon, Richardson, Mack, Stillman, Preston, May, Os-

trom, R. Campbell, M'Auley, Peters, N. E. Johnson, Cheever, Burnet, Sey-

mour, Woodrutr, A. Miller, Jessup, Grant, A. White, Duflield, Hall, Gilbert,

Paris, A. Campbell, Cleaveland, R. Stuart, Warriner, Wead, Reed, E. Cut-

ler, Dolbear, Dickinson, Bushnell, Phillips, Bradley, Blythe, J. Crawford, I.

Coe, Carnahan, Whitney, Clark, Leonard, Kingsbury, Gould, Graves, Wis-

ner, Cleland, T. P. Smith, Morrison, Mines, Painter, T. Brown, M'Corkle,

M'Sween, Cunningham, E. White.—88.

Non liquet—John Miller.

The second, third, and fourth resolutions were then adopted, by yeas and

nays, as follows, viz.

2. That the solicitude of this Assembly on the whole subject, and its urgency

for the immediate decision of it, are greatly increased by reason of the gross

disorders which are ascertained to have prevailed in those Synods, (as well

as that of the Western Reserve, against which a declarative resolution, simi-

lar to the first of these, has been passed during our present sessions,) it being

made clear to us, that even the Plan of Union itself was never consistently

carried into effect by those professing to act under it.

3. That the General Assembly has no intention, by these resolutions, or

by that passed in the case of the Synod of the Western Reserve, to affect in

any way the ministerial standing of any members of either of said Synods

;

nor to disturb the pastoral relation in any church ; nor to interfere with the

duties or relations of private Christians in their respective congregations ; but

only to declare and determine according to the truth and necessity of the case,

and by virtue of the full authority existing in it for that purpose, the relation

of all said Synods, and all their constituent parts to this body, and to the

Presbyterian Church in the United States.

4. That inasmuch as there are reported to be several churches and minis-

ters, if not one or two Presbyteries, now in connexion with one or more of

said Synods, which are strictly Presbyterian in doctrine and order, be it,

therefore, further resolved, that all such churches and ministers as wish to

unite with us, are hereby directed to apply for admission into those Presby-

teries belonging to our connexion which are most convenient to their respec-

tive locations ; and that any such Presbytery as aforesaid, being strictly

Presbyterian in doctrine and order, and now in connexion with either of said

Synods, as may desire to unite with us, are hereby directed to make applica-

tion, with a full statement of their cases, to the next General Assembly, which
will take proper order thereon.

Yeas—Messrs. Piatt, Leggett, R. I. Crawford, J. R. Johnston, Frame,
Goldsmith, S. Boyd, Potts, Lenox, Murray, B. M'Dowell, Ogilvie, William
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Wilson, Yeomans, Woodhull, Junkii), Lowe, J. Wilson, Harris, Green, Latta,

Symington, Cuyler, Darrach, IVnny, Hamilton, Breckim'idgc, Hickson, M.
B. Patterson, M'Keehan, Creigh, Fullerton, Williamson, Long, J. H. Grier,

Hughes, Cook, Annan, Ewing, Hcrvey, Slaglo, Baird, Kiddoo, Gladden, J.

W. Johnston, Lowrie, Mitchel, Hannah, Stratton, Adair, Tait, M'Crackin,

Van Deman, W, Patterson, S. Wilson, R. Miller, Beer, M'Cornhs, Torrance,
Turner, Crane, Osborn, Marquis, PL Patton, M. S. Smith, Marshall, M'Ken-
nan, Stafford, J. H. Rice,. W. K. Stewart, Hopkins, C. S. Todd, C. Stuart,

h-win, A. Todd, Hendren, Moore, J. Alexander, Foote, Fitzgerald, Baxter,

Hart, Anderson, Plumer, Dunn, Graham, Caruthers, M'Queen, Potter, Pharr,

Andrews, D. Brown, Galbraith, J. Patton, Sloss, Leatch, Hodge, J. Greer,

Ross, Simpson, Thornwcll, J. Withers])oon, Coit, Leland, Pratt, J. M'Dowell,

Goulding, Morgan, D. Johnson, Van Court, Banks, J. Smylie, N. Smylie.

—113.
^

Nays—Messrs. C. Cutler, Southworth, Holt, Burnap, Beman, Wood,
M'Goffin, Griswold, Porter, Sayre, Cone, Whittlesey, Ostrom, R. Campbell,

M'Auley, Peters, N. E. Johnson, Cheever, Seymour, Woodruff, A. Miller,

Jessup, Grant, A. White, Duffield, Hall, Gilbert, Faris, A. Campbell, Cleave-

land, R. Stuart, Warriner, Wead, Reed, E. Cutler, Dolbear, Dickinson,

Bushnell, Phillips, Bradley, J. Crawford, L Coe, Carnahan, Whitney, Clark,

Leonard, Kingsbury, Gould, Graves, Wisner, Cleland, T. P. Smith, Morrison,

Mines, Painter, T. Brown, M'Corkle, M'Sween, Cunningham, E. White.—60.

Mr. Dickinson introduced a protest, signed by himself and others, against

the resolution of this Assembly respecting the American Home Missionary

Society, and the American Education Society, which was received, read, and
committed to Dr. Alexander, Dr. Green, and Mr. Potts—to be answered.

Some distui'bance having been made among the spectators, Mr. Breckin-

ridge moved that the Assembly will hereafter sit witli closed doors. The
motion was laid on the table.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 9 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

TUESDAY morning, June 6th, 9 o'clock. The Assembly met, and was
opened with prayer.

The minutes of the last session were read.

The report of Mr. J. Whetham, in relation to the arranged editions of the

Psalms and Hymns, was presented, read, accepted, and ordered to be printed

in the Appendix to the Minutes.

The committee to whom was referred overture No. 8, being a Memorial of

the Synod of Michigan, on the subject of the Sabbath, made a report, that

they have considered the subject, and are of opinion, that, under existing

circumstances, it is not expecjient to take any action on the subject.

The report was adopted, and the committee discharged.

Resolved, That Messrs. Beer, Potter, and Murray be a committee to report,

this afternoon, respecting a place for the meeting of the next Assembly.

The following resolutions were offered by Dr. Alexander, viz.

Resolved, That the following be added to the Rules of the General Assem-
bly:—

1. That no commissioner from a newly formed Presbytery shall be per-

mitted to take his seat, nor shall such commissioner be reported by the Com-
mittee on Commissioris, until the Presbytery shall have been duly reported

by the Synod, and recognised as such by the Assembly; and that the same
rule apply when the name of any Presbytery has been changed.

2. When it shall appear to the satisfaction of the General Assembly, that
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any new Presbytery has been formed for tlie [jurposc of unduly increasing^

the representation, tiie (jcneral Assembly will, by a vote of the majority, re-

luse to receive tlio delegates of Presbyteries so formed, and may direct the

Synod to which such Presbytery behjngs, to reunite it to the Presbytery or

Presbyteries to whicii the members were before attached.

After debate, it was moved to lay the resolutions on the table. The mo-
tion was decided, by yeas and nays, as follows, viz.

Yeas—Messrs. (J. (Aitk^r, Southworth, Burnap, Beman, Griswold, Porter,

Say re. Cone, Whittlesey, Ostrom, M'Auley, Peters, N. E. Johnson, Cheever,

Burnet, Seymour, Woodruff, A. Miller, Jessup, Grant, A. White, Duflicld,

llali, Gilbert, Faris, A. Campbell, Warriner, Wead, Reed, Dolbear, Dickin-

son, Bushnel, Plnllii)s, J. Crawford, Ayrcs, Clark, Leonard, Gould, Graves,

Clcland, Mines, Painter, T. Brown, E. White.—44.

Nays—Messrs. Piatt, Leggett, R. I. Crawford, J. R. Johnston, Frame,
Goldsmith, Potts, Lenox, Murray, B. M'Dowell, Blauvelt, Ogilvie, A. Alex-

ander, Wm. Wilson, Yeomans, Woodhull, Junkin, Lowe, J. Wilson, Dor-
rance. Green, Latta, Symington, Cuyler, Davie, Penny, Hamilton, Breckin-

ridge, Hickson, M. B. Patterson, M'Kechan, Creigh, Fullerton, Williamson,

Jjong, J. H. Grier, Hughes, Cook, Annan, Ewing, Slagle, Baird, Kiddoo,

Gladden, J. W. Johnston, Lowrie, Mitchel, Flannah, Stratton, Adair, Tait,

M'Crackin, Cleaveland, E. Cutler, Van Deman, W. Patterson, S. Wilson, R.

Miller, Beer, M'Combs, Torrance, Turner, Crane, Osborn, Golladay, James
Coe, Marquis, H. Patton, M. S. Smith, Blythe, Marshall, L Coe, W. K.
Stewart, E. Kingsbury, Chamberlain, C. S. Todd, C. Stuart, Irwin, A. Todd,
Moore, J. Alexander, W. H. Foote, Fitzgerald, Baxter, Anderson, Plumer,

Dunn, Caruthers, M'Queen, Potter, Pharr, Andrews, D. Brown, Galbraith,

J. Patton, Sloss, Leatch, Hodge, J. Greer, Ross, Simpson, Thornwell, J.

Witherspoon, Coit, Leland, Pratt, J. M'Dowell, Goulding, Morgan, D. John-

son, Van Court, Brotherton, Banks, J. Smylie, N. Smylie.—115.

So the motion to lay the resolutions on the table was lost.

After further debate.

The resolutions were adopted-

Adjourned till this afternoon at half past 3 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

TUESDAY afternoon, half past 3 o'clock. The Assembly met, and was
opened with prayer.

The minutes of the last session were I'ead.

A protest, signed by the commisioners from the Synods of Genesee, Ge-
neva, and Utica, against the resolutions of this Assembly declaring those

Synods to be out of the Presbyterian Church, was received, read, and refer-

red to Dr. Witherspoon, Mr. Murray, and Dr. Simpson—to be answered.
The committee to report this afternoon, respecting a place for the meeting

of the next General Assembly^ asked for further time. The request was
granted.

Mr. Breckinridge offered the following resolutions, viz.

Be it resolved, by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the

United States of America,

1. That the Presbyteries of Wilmington and the Third Presbytery of Phi-

ladelphia, be, and hereby are dissolved.

2. The territory embraced in these Presbyteries is annexed to those to

which it respectively appertained before their creation. Their stated clerks

are directed to deposite all their records and other papers in the hands of
the stated clerk of the Synod of Philadelphia, on or before the first day of
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the sessions of that Synod, at its first meeting after this Assembly ad-

journs.

3. The candidates and foreign missionaries of the Presbytery of Wil-

mington, arc hereby attached to the Presbytery of New Castle ; and those of

the Third Presbytery of Philadelphia, to the First Presbytery of Phila-

delphia.

4. The ministers, churches, and licentiates in the two Presbyteries hereby

dissolved, are directed to apply without delay to the Presbyteries to which

they most naturally belong for admission into them ; and upon application so

made, by any duly organized Presbyterian church, it shall be received; but

as great, long continued, and increasing common fame charges errors and

irregularities in doctrine and order on both these Presbyteries, it is hereby

ordered, that all Presbyteries to which any of the ministers or licentiates now
belonging to either of them shall apply for admission, shall strictly examine

them, touching their soundness in the faith, and other matters, as shall seem

good to the Presbyteries to which application for admission may be made.

5. If either of the aforesaid Presbyteries, or any church, minister, licen-

tiate, missionary, or candidate, shall fail or refuse to comply with the terms

of these resolutions, according to their true intent, said Presbytery, church,

or person, as the case may be, is hereby declared to be thenceforward, de

facto, out of the communion of the Presbyterian Church in the United States

of America, and no longer an integral portion thereof

6. These resolutions shall be in force from and after the final adjournment

of the present sessions of the General Assembly.

After debate, Mr. Lowrie moved to amend these resolutions, by striking

out all after the word " received," in the 4th resolution, and also the whole

of the 5th and 6th resolutions; and, after debate, it was moved to commit this

whole subject to a special committee ; and, after further debate.

The Assembly adjourned till 9 o'clock to-morrow morning.

Concluded with prayer.

WEDNESDAY morning, June 7th, 9 o'clock. The Assembly met, and

was opened with prayer.

The minutes of the last session were read.

The committee appointed to make inquiry respecting the place for the

meeting of the next General Assembly, reported, that they had attended to

the duty assigned them, and they recommended, that the next General As-

sembly meet in the Seventh Presbyterian Church in the city of Philadel-

phia.

The report was adopted.

The Committee on Leave of Absence reported, that they had given leave

to the following persons, viz. Messrs. Gardner Hayden, W. W. Bailey, Geo.

R. King, Jonathan Wickware, James C. Edwards, Samuel Steel, Wm. Keys,

Wm. Fahnestock, Robert Aikman, Dr. James C. M'Goffin, Hervey H. Hays,

Alexander Ogilvie, James W. Wilkin, Edwin Holt, Thomas Kiddoo, J. Pat-

ton, Dewey Whitney, Thomas Cleland, Thomas P. Smith, John Crawford,

Isaac Coe, and J. W. Phillips.

Mr. Plumer, from the committee to answer the pi'otest signed by the com-

missioners from the Western Reserve Synod, made a report, recommending

that the protest be entered on the minutes, accompanied with the answer pre-

pared by the committee. The report was read, accepted, and adopted ; and

the protest and the answer were ordered to be entered on the minutes, and are

as follows, viz.
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PROTEST.
Philadelphia, June 2, 1837.

VVe, the subscribci':-^, cunimissioiicrs to this General Assembly, from the

Presbyteries of (Jrand Riper, Trumbull, Portage, Cleveland, Lorain, Me-
dina, Huron, and Maumce, feel it our duty to (>ntcr our solemn pkotkst and

REMONSTRANCE against what we regard the vnconstitutional and unjust act

of the Assembly, by which we arc interrupted in the discharge of the duties

assigned us by our respective Presbyteries, and excluded from the jloor of
this house, and from the Presbyterian (^'hurch of these United States of Ame-
rica ; and by which the General Assembly of the said Church is actually dis-

membered ;
—'and for the following reasons, viz.

1. We were regularly appointed, by our Presbyteries, commissioned in

due form, and admitted to our seats in this Assembly, and exercised our un-

disputed rights as members for two weeks.

2. The Presbyteries represented by us, all have a regular Presbyterian ex-

istence, according to the constitution of the Presbyterian Church, as inter-

preted and administered by all the courts of the church ;—and some of these

Presbyteries existed prior to the adoption of the constitution in 1821, and

participated in that act.

3. If there was any thing wrong in the original organization of our Pres-

byteries—which we do not admit or believe—this wrong was chargeable, not

upon us, but upon the Synod of Pittsburg, from whose act our original Pres-

byteries received their existence, and which act has been sanctioned by
twenty-two General Assemblies, up to the present time.

4. But if—after an administration of the constitution for thirty-six years,

on the assumption that the " Plan of Union" with the " Association of Con-

necticut" was constitutional—a different conclusion is now arrived at, we can
see no reason why this new discovery, which legally concerns the " accom-

modation churches'''' only, should be made a reason why Presbj^teries, minis-

ters, and elders, regularly introduced into the Presbyterian Church, according

to its known and common forms, should be driven, without a constitutional

trial, from the rights and privileges secured to them by our constitution.

5. If it be assumed that the existence of churches on the " accommodation
plan" rightfully annihilates the existence of all Presbyteries and Synods where
such churches have been formed, we see not why this principle should be

confined in its severe application to the " Synod of the Western Reserve,"

when it is known that the same system has prevailed in the Synods of Al-

bany, New Jersey, and South Carolina and Georgia ; and extensively in other

Synods under the care of the General Assembly. And, if the toleration of

the " accommodation plan" proves so fatal to the existence of inferior courts,

we see not why the originating and the fostering of this plan for thirty-six

years, should not render nugatory all the acts of the Assembly itself, and
even destroy its charter.

A principle which leads to results so disastrous and " suicidal" to the Pres-

byterian Church, we cannot regard as constitutional.

6. Once admit that regularly appointed commissioners may be excluded

instanter, without a charge of discoui-tesy to the house, and without trial, and
the way is open to drive from the General Assembly, under some pretext or

other, any member, or any number of members, who, for the time being,

may be obnoxious to the majority. This principle annihilates at once and
for ever, the rights of Presbyteries on this floor, and renders the constitution

itself a dead letter.

W^e complain not so much that we were denied a patient hearing;—that it

F
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was professed we were not on trial, on the ground that we were already out

of the house by the passage of a previous resolution; and that still testimony

was elicited from us catechctically, which, we think, was abused to our con-

demnation ;—that the whole case on which hung the destiny of the Synod,

wa»' hurried through, and finally closed by the ^'previous question," which

shut up the mouths of ourselves and our friends ;—that, finally, we were fur-

nished with no communication dismissing us from the house in a courteous

manner. All this we have felt to be unkind and unjust treatment; but we
have passed it over, to select our reasons for protest from the great principles

of Presbyterianism, which, in our case, have been violated. We, therefore,

wish to leave this our solemn protest on the records of a court, of which

wc still regard ourselves as rightilil members. Having done this, we commit

our case to the calm decision of the church at lai'ge—of posterity—of God.

Rufus Nutting, Alanson Saunders, Henry Brown, Eldad Barber,

John Seward, William Fuller, Joseph H. Breck, James Boyd,

Harmon Kingsbury, Isaac J. Rice, Varnum Noyes, Benjamin

Woodbury, Dudley W^illiams.

ANSWER.
The General Assembly might not only decline to reply to the Protest signed

by the commissioners from the Presbyteries composing the Synod of the

Western Reserve, but even refuse to admit it to record. For if the " Plan of

Union" was unconstitutional, and therefore void, from the beginning, and the

existence of these Presbyteries was founded on that Plan of Union, then they

never had a constitutional existence, and their commissioners never had a

constitutional right to a seat in the General Assembly. The Assembly, there-

fore, do not exclude those whom they admit once had a right to seats here,

but they simply declare that, from the unconstitutional organization of these

Presbyteries, their commissioners never had, and of course now have not a
right to seats in this Assembly. They therefore had no " right to vote," and
consequently had no " right to join in a protest" against any decision of this

house, or to have their protest admitted to record. They did vote, however,

in the decision against which they protest ;—but if they did that in one case

which the constitution did not authorize, that certainly gives them no right to

do another thing which depended on their right to do the first act.

But the Assembly desire to treat those brethren with all courtesy, and

therefore allow their Protest a place in the records.

To their reasons for protesting, the following answers are given.

It seems, however, to be proper in the first place to state the great princi-

ple on which the Assembly decided.

We believe that our powers, as a judicatory, are limited and prescribed by
the constitution of the Presbyterian Church. Whatever any Assembly may
do which it is not autliorized by the constitution to do, is not binding on any
inferior judicatory, nor on any subsequent Assembly.

The constitution provides that all our judicatories shall be composed of

bishops or ministers and ruling elders of the Presbyterian Church, and the

General Assembly have no right to introduce into any of the judicatories any
other persons claiming to hold any other offices, either in the Presbyterian

Church or any other church. And should they attempt to do this no one is

bound by it. But the General Assembly of 1801 did permit members of

standing committees in churches not Presbyterian " to sit and act" in our

Presbyteries, and under this provision they have sat in the higher judicatories

of the church.

On a thorough investigation it is now fully ascertained that they had no
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authority from tlie constitution to admit officers from any other denomination

of Christians to sit and act in our judicatories ; and, therefore, no Presbytery

or Synod thus constituted, is reco^^nised by the constitution of our church,

^nd no subsequent General Assembly is bound to recognise them.

The Presbyteries of the Synod of the Western Reserve are thus constituted,

for cominittee-men are permitted " to sit and act" in all these Presbyteries

:

therefore this General Assembly cannot recognise the constitutional existence

of these Presbyteries.

The fact that they have been recognised by former Assemblies cannot bind

this Assembly, when it is fully convinced of the unconstitutionality of the

organization.

In reply to the first reason in the Protest, viz. that they were regularly ap-

pointed by their Presbyteries, &c., we say they were n(jt regularly appointed,

ior it is admitted that these committee-men are allowed to vote lor commis-

sioners to the Assembly, and these illegal votes, of wliich there may have

been a majority, renders the appointment illegal. They held their seats in

this Assembly for some time, it is true, but this gives them no right to con-

tinue to hold them after it is ascertained that they had no constitutional right

to seats.

As to the second reason that their Presbyteries have a regular Presbyterian

existence, it is denied by this Assembly, and on this ground they are denied

seats. The existence of Presbyteries thus constituted is recognised neither in

the former nor the amended constitution of the church.

3. If the Synod of Pittsburg constituted Presbyteries in part of materials

not allowed by the constitution, this Assembly is not bound to recognise them.

4. It is well known to those acquainted with the history of this General

Assembly, that the " Plan of Union," as an unconstitutional compact, has

long been a subject of complaint, and as long ago as the year 1831, the As-
sembly resolved, that the appointment of members of standing committees, to

be members of the General Assembly, was of questionable constitutionality,

and therefore ought not in future to be made ; and since that time none have
been received in the Assembly known to be such. But their right to seats

here is just as constitutional as in the Presbytery.

The protestants still assume that their Presbyteries are regularly consti-

tuted, while we consider it a fundamental departure from our system to or-

ganize a Presbytery with one or two Presbyterian churches, and ten or twelve

of another denomination of Christians. And had none but Presbyterian

churches been allowed to belong to the Presbyteries, some of these Presbyte-

ries never would have existed. The representatives of these churches, on the

accommodation plan, form a constituent part of these Presbyteries as really

as the pastors or elders, and this Assembly can recognise no Presbytery, thus

constituted, as belonging to the Presbyterian Church.
5. The Assembly has extended the operation of this principle to other Sy-

nods which they find similarly constituted. But even if they did not, this in-

jures not the Synod of the Western Reserve.

6. " Once admit that regularly appointed commissioners may be excluded,"

&c. This is assuming what we deny. Many of those who voted for these

commissioners, and for ought we know a majority, were neither bishops nor
ruling elders in the Presbyterian Church, and therefore had no right to vote

for those commissioners.

[The constitution says expressly, it (the General Assembly,) shall represent

in one body, all the particular churches of this denomination ;—but these

commissioners were voted for by the delegates of churches of another deno-

mination; therefore they represent churches of another dcnoniination.^. Ac-
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cording to their own showinir, tliorc is one PrcsbN'tery with only one Presby-

terian churrh, another with two, and in tlio whole Synod, containing one
hundred and thirty-nine churches, there are only twenty-five, or at most thirty

Presbyterian churches, and one hundred and nine Congregational churches^

or churches of a mixed character. It cannot, therefore, be a Presbyterian

body where more thai) three-fourths of the churches are not Presbyterian. It

is perfectly manifest that in a body thus constituted it would often occur that

the commissioners elected would be chosen by those who had no right to vote,

and so they would be the representatives not of (he Prebyterian but of the

Congregational denomination.

We would observe, in reference to the conclusion of the Protest, that the

members of the Synod of the Western Reserve, and their friends, occupied a
larger space in the discussion than the majority of the Assembly ; and the

" previous question" was not called for until it was manifest that the minds of

members were made up. As the Assembly has already made provision for

the organization into Presbyteries and annexation to this body of all the minis-

ters and churches who are thoroughly Presbyterian, it is not necessary to re-

ply to the closing remarks of the Protest.

The Committee on Overture No. 7, viz. the overture from the Presbytery

of Salem, on the subject of foreign missions, made a report, which was ac-

cepted, and adopted, by yeas and nays, as follows, viz.

!
1. 'Resolved, That the General Assembh^ will superintend and conduct,

l/\ by its own proper authority, the work of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian

Church, by a Board appointed for that purpose, and directly amenable to said

Assembly.;

2. The General Assembly shall, at its pi'esent meeting, choose forty minis-

ters and forty laymen, as members of the Board of Foreign Missions, one

fourth part of whom shall go out annually, in alphabetical order ; and there-

after ten ministers and ten laymen shall be annually elected as members of

the Board of Foreign Missions, whose term of office shall be four years ; and

these forty ministers and forty laymen, so appointed, shall constitute a Board

to be styled, " The Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church in

the United States of America," to which, for the time being, shall be in-

trusted, with such directions and instructions as may fi'om time to time be

given by the General Assembly, the superintendence of the foreign missionary

operations of the Presbyterian Church. This Board shall make annually to

the General Assembly a report of their proceedings, and submit for its ap-

proval such plans and measures as may be deemed useful and necessary.

3. The Board of Directors shall hold their first meeting at such time and
place as may be directed by the present General Assembly, and shall hold a

meeting annually at some' convenient time during the sessions of the General

Assembly, at which it shall appoint a President, Vice President, a Correspond-

ing Secretary, a Treasurer, and an Executive Committee, to serve for the en-

suing year. It shall be>long to the Board of Directors to review, and decide

upon all the doings of the Executive Committee ; to receive and dispose of their

annual report, and to present a statement of their proceedings to the General

Assembly. It shall be their duty, also, to meet for the transaction of busi-

ness as often as may be expedient, due notice of every special meeting being

seasonably given to every member of the Board.

4. To the Executive Committee, consisting of not more than nine mem-
bers beside the Corresponding Secretary, and the Treasurer, shall belong the

duty of appointing all missionaries and agents ; of designating their fields of
labour ; receiving the reports of the Corresponding Secretary, and giving him
needful directions in reference to all matters of business and correspondence
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inti^ust^d to him; lo authorize all appropriations and expenditures of money;

and to take the particular direction and management of the foreign mis-

sionary work, subject to the revision and control of the Board of Directors.

The Executive Committee shall meet at least once a month, and oftener if

necessary ; five members, meeting at the time and place of adjournment or

special call, shall constitute a quorum. The committee shall have power to

fill their own vacancies, if any occur, during the recess of the Board of Di-

rectors.

5. All property, houses, lands, tenements, and permanent funds, belong-

ing to the said Board of Foreign Missions, shall be taken in the name of the

Trustees of the General Assembly, and held in trust by them for the use

and benefit of " The Board of Foreign JVIissions of the Presbyterian Church

in the United States of America," for the time being.

6. The seat of operations of the Board of Directors shall be designated by

the Board.

7. The Board of Directors shall have power, and they are hereby autho-

rized to receive a transfer of tlie Foreign Missionary Societies, or either of

them, now existing in the Presbyterian Church, witli all the missions, and

funds, under the care of and belonging to such societies.

Yeas—Messrs. Piatt, Leggctt, R. I. Crawford, J. R. Johnston, Frame,

Goldsmith, Potts, Lenox, Burnet, B. M'Dowell, Blauvelt, A. Alexander, Wil-

liam Wilson, Yeomans, Woodhull, Junkin, Lowe, John Wilson, Dorrance,

Green, Latta, Symington, Cuyler, Darrach, Penny, Hamilton, Hickson, M.
B. Patterson, M'Keehan, Creigh, Williamson, Long, J. H. Gricr, Hughes,

Cook, Annan, Ewing, Hervey, Slagle, Baird, Gladden, J. W. Johnston, Low-
rie, Mitchel, Hannah, Stratton, Adair, Tait, M'Crackin, Van Deman, W.
Patterson, S. Wilson, R. Miller, Beer, M'Combs, Torrance, Turner, Crane,

Osborn, J. Coe, Marquis, H. Patten, M. S. Smith, Blythe, Marshall, M'Ken-
nan, Stafford, W. K. Stewart, Hopkins, C. S. Todd, C. Stuart, Irwin, Hen-
dren, Moore, Morrison, J. Alexander, Fitzgerald, Baxter, Hart, Plumer, Caru-

thers, M'Queen, Potter, Pharr, Andrews, Watts, D. Brown, Galbraith, Sloss,

Leatch, Hodge, Ross, Simpson, Thornwell, J. Witherspoon, Coit, Leland,

Pratt, J. M'Dowell, Goulding, T. S. Witherspoon, Morgan, D. Johnson, Van
Court, Brotherton, Banks, J. Smylic, N. Smylie.—108.

Nays—Messrs. Southworth, Beman, Porter, Cone, Peters, N. E. Johnson,

Cheever, Seymour, Woodruff, A. Miller, Jessiip, A. White, Duffield, Hall,

Gilbert, Faris, Cleaveland, R. Stewart, Reed, E. Cutler, Dickinson, Bushnell,

Ayres, Clark, Leonard, Gould, Graves, Mines, T. Brown.—29.

Mr. Plumer offered the following resolutions, which were adopted, viz.

1. Resolved, That a committee be appointed to nominate Directors for the

Board of Foreign Missions.

2. Resolved, That the Board of Foreign Missions be directed to hold their

first meeting in the First Presbyterian Church, in the city of Baltimore, on

Tuesday, the 31st of October next, at 3 o'clock, P. M.
3. Resolved, That a committee be appointed to pre])are a pastoral letter to

the churches under our care, relative to the present posture of the Presbyte-

rian Church, and our duty under our present trials.

4. Resolved, That a committee be appointed to prepare a circular letter to

the Churches of Jesus Christ, throughout the earth, explanatory of the course

of this Assembly, and assuring them of our best wishes for their highest in-

terests.

Mr. Plumer also offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to prepare a letter to be address-

ed to all churches, which have been formed on the " Plan of Union," and
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which are not now, eitlier purely Presbyterian or Congregational, advising

them to adopt, on or before the first day of April, 1838, such action as their

wisdom and preferences may dictate, ibv organizing and connecting them-

selves with the Presbyteries, in due constitutional form, or to organize them-

selves on Congregational principles ; and, where the majority in any church

shall determine in a particular way, it is the opinion of this Assembly, that

whenever the minority have no serious conscientious difficulties, they ought

not to divide the congregation, but unite with their brethren of the majority

in maintaining in vigour and unity the ordinances of the Gospel.

After debate, the previous question was demanded, and having been de-

cided in the affirmative, the resolution was adopted.

Dr. Blythe offered a resolution, which was amended and adopted, and is as

follows, viz.

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire whether the expense

of collecting the benefactions of the Church for the promotion of the great

missionary cause, cannot be lessened ; also, whether means may not be de-

vised for increasing those benefactions ; also, to inquire whether a larger pro-

poi'tion of laymen might not be wisely and beneficially employed as agents

in the benevolent efforts of the age ; and that this committee report to the

next General Assembly.

Dr. Junkin, from the committee to answer the protest against the abroga-

tion of the Plan of Union, made a report, recommending that the protest be

entered on the Minutes, accompanied with the answer. The report was read,

accepted, and adopted ; and the protest and answer were ordered to be enter-

ed on the Minutes, and are as follows, viz.

PROTEST.
The undersigned, members of the General Assembly, respectfully present

the following protest against the resolution of said Assembly, adopted on the

23d ult., abrogating the act of the General Assembly of 1801, entitled "a
Plan of Union," &c. and for the following reasons, viz.

1. Because the said act is declared, in the resolution complained of, to

have been unconstitutional. The utmost that can be said on this subject is,

that it is an act neither specifically provided for, nor prohibited, in the con-

stitution. It cannot, therefore, be affirmed to be contrary to the constitution.

The constitution provides, that before any constitutional rules proposed by
the General Assembly to be established, shall be obligatory on all the churches,

the approval of them by a majority of Presbyteries must be first obtained.

(Form of Government, C. XII. Sec. 6.) The act of the Assembly adopting

the Plan of Union, it is admitted, was not previously transmitted to the Pres-

byteries for their approval. It does not therefore follow, however, that that

act was unconstitutional ; because the provisions of the Plan of Union were,

neither in fact, nor ever regarded by any of the Presbyteries as " constitu-

tional rwZes," " to be obligatory on all the churches." They were the mere

terms of an agreement, or treaty, between the General Assembly of the Pres-

byterian Church and the General Association of Connecticut, and through

that Association with all the churches which have been formed according to

the terms of that treaty.

In the act of the Assembly adopting that Plan of Union, the General As-

sembly being constitutionally " the bond of Union, peace, correspondence,

and mutual confidence, among all our churches," (Form of Gov. C. XII. Sec.

4.) merely exercised its legitimate functions, agreeably to the constitution,

(Form of Gov. C. I. Sec. 2.) in declaring " the terms of admission into the

communion" of the Presbyterian Church, proper to be required on the fron-
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tier settlements. And in tliis light the entire Presbyterian Church has so

regarded this Plan of Union from its adoption up to the present time, when
the abrogation of it is publicly declared, by the advocates of the measui'e, t(j

be necessary ff)r the acciuisition and perpetuation of power to accomplish the

ends avowed and sought by the minority of the last General Assembly, and
prosecuted by means of a convention, called at their instance, and holding

its sessions cotemporaneously with those of the Assembly. For, the ibllow-

ing facts are undeniable, viz. 1st. That the Plan of Union now declared to be

unconstitutional, was formed twenty yeaks before the adoption of the pre-

sent constitution of tlie Presbyterian Church : 2d. That this Plan, at the

time of the adoption of the constitution, was in full and efficient operation,

and of acknowledged authority as common law in the church : 3d. That it

had been recognised and respected, in numerous precedents, in the doings of
the General Assembly, from year to year : and 4th. That for sixteen years
since the adoption of this constitution, it has been regarded of equal autho-

rity with any act whatever to which the General Assembly is constitutionally

competent.

Had the Plan of Union, and the act of the General Assembly adopting it,

been regarded unconstitutional and null, as being either an assumption of
power not granted, or a tresspass on the rights of Presbyteries, some remon-
strance, or objection to the imposition of constitutional rules for the govern-
ment of all the churches, not legitimately enacted, would have been heard
from some quarter before the lapse of one-third of a century. Plad the Plan
of Union been thought illegal, or had it been designed or desired, by the Pres-

byteries in 1821, when the constitution was revised, amended, and adopted

by them a second time, to frustrate or resist the operation of this Plan, un-
questionably either the revised and amended constitution would have had
embodied in it some provision against it, or some attempt at least would have
been made to that effect. The truth is, that the Plan of Union, adopted by
the General Assembly, was felt to be morally binding as a solemn agree-

ment or treaty duly ratified by the power constitutionally competent to do so,

and by no means the enactment of constitutional rules to be " obligatory on
all the churches" for their government.

It is to no purpose, in our opinion, to allege the unconstitutionality of the
Plan of Union, by pleading, that for a church to be regarded as a Presbyte-
rian church, it must, according to our constitution, be organized with ruling

elders, while that plan provides for the organization of churches in certain

cases without such officers ; because the Plan of Union designedly contem-
plates a process, which the Assembly was constitutionally competent to pre-

scribe, and which the entire church had approved, by which churches on the
frontier settlements may be organized partially at first on the Presbyterian
ground, and be gradually brought fully on to it; and because, if the provi-

sions of the constitution prescribing the full form of organization proper for

a Presbyterian church, must in every case be minutely and completely ob-
served, and any deviation fi-om it should vitiate the organization, then must
those numerous churches among us in which there are no deacons be for the
same reason pronounced unconstitutional.

The attempt, tod, to prove the unconstitutionality of the act of the Assem-
bly adopting the Plan of Union, by attributing to the provisions of that plan
the character of constitutional rules obligatory on oil the churches, and by
objecting that the Presbyteries had not been previously consulted, strikes as
directly and is as conclusive against the plans adopted for the organization
and government of the Theological Seminaries at Princeton and Allegheny,
of the Boards of Education and of Missions, and for the union and perpetuated
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existence of the Presbyteries belonging to the General Synod of the Associate

Reformed Church, who were admitted into communion with the Presbyterian

Church by the terms of a Plan of Union agreed upon between that Synod and

the General Assembly. For the provisions of these plans have never been

transmitted to the Presbyteries for their approval. If, therefore, the Plan of

Union with the General Association of Connecticut is to be abrogated be-

cause of alleged unconstitutionality on these grounds, so must be the rules

and regulations and the whole organization and government of the Theologi-

cal Seminaries of the General Assembly, and also the act of the Assembly
by which the Presbyteries of the Associate Reformed Synod wei'e united with

the Presbyterian Church of these United States, and by which the General

Assembly became possessed of the valuable theological library known as the

Mason Library, now in Princeton, and formerly belonging to the Associate

Reformed Synod.

2. We protest against the resolution referred to, because the Plan of Union

adopted by the General Assembly of 1801, was designed to suppress and
prevent schismatical contentions, and for the promotion of charity, or,

in the language of the Plan itself, " with a view to prevent alienation and

promote union and harmony," which, through a long series of years, it has

been efficient in doing, and has proved, both itself efficacious to do, and

the wisdom of the Assembly in its projection and adoption ; both which ends

the General Assembly is constitutionally competent to design, and for which
it is invested witn ample authority by the constitution, (Form of Government,
C. XII. Sec. 5.) and held responsible by the great Head of the church.

3. We protest against the resolution referred to, because it declares the said

" Plan of Union" to have been " totally destitute of authority as proceeding

from the General Association of Connecticut, which is invested with no power
to legislate in such cases." Even on the assumption, that the said Associa-

tion was invested with no such power,—which, it seems to us, both indecorous

and irrelevant for this General Assembly to assert as a reason for the reso-

lution adopted,—we cannot doubt that that Association had full power to

agree to the stipulations of a treaty or contract, proposed by the General

Assembly and urged on the acceptance of the General Association ; and
especially, when it is considered, that by acceding to the said stipulations,

the said Association relinquished whatever right it had to the direction and
regulation of the members of its own churches in the new settlements, and
allowed and influenced them to increase, both the numbers and the pecuniary

and spiritual strength of the Presbyterian Church. And even if the plan

referred to had not authority in so far as it emanated from the General Asso-
ciation of Connecticut, which we by no means admit, it was unquestionably

binding on the General Assembly, by virtue of its own engagement, to fulfil

its own obligations, and after numerous churches had been formed under
their own care, the obligations of the plan appear to us to have been common
to the General Assembly, the General Association of Connecticut, and the

churches. Presbyteries, and Synods formed in pursuance and in the faith of

it, and that no one of these bodies could lawfully abrogate it without the con-

sent of all the others. Our opinion therefore is, that the resolution of this

General Assembly, abrogating the said Plan of Union, so* far as it was in-

tended to affect churches already formed under its provisions, is a breach of

faith, and wholly void and of no effect ; that all such churches have a right

to continue their organization on the conditions of the said plan ; and that it

is the duty of the Presbyteries, the Synods, and all fliture General Assem-
blies to protect them in that right, until they shall voluntarily, under the kind

and conciliatory influence of the aforesaid bodies, adopt the Presbyterian



457

cirganization in full, as many of thoni liave already done, and others, wc are

happy to learn, will probably soon do, if allowed to exercise their choice

unrestrained by the attempted exercise of assumed authority.

4. We protest against the said resolution, because it denominates the Plan

of Union unnatural, as well as unconstitutional, and attributes to it much con-

fusion and irregularity; whereas, it appears to us to have been a most natural,

wise, and benevolent plan for promoting the unity, increase, and purity of the

church in our new settlements, and that its operation for thirty-six years, with

but such occasional irregularities as may occur under any system of govern-

ment, has, on the whole, been productive of benign and happy effects; in view
of which this General Assembly and the whole church ought to cherish sin-

cere and devout gratitude to God.
5. W'G protest against the said resolution, because the mode in which it was

brought before the Assembly, appears to us to have been exceedingly excep-

tionable, it having been in substance proposed in the memorial of a conven-
tion, of whose alleged cause and object, and of most of whose declarations,

because unaccompanied with satisfactory proof, we wholly disapprove, and
which memorial, as coming from such a body, we think this Assembly ought
not to have received and entertained, especially Avhen it was found to contain

representations of the state of the church, in our opinion not justified by fact,

and of very injurious tendency. Another objection to the mode in which the

said resolution was brought before the Assembly is, that a majority of the

committee to whom the memorial was referred, and who reported the resolu-

tion against which we protest, were members of the convention presenting

the memorial.

6. We protest, because against the earnest remonstrances of many who
are best acquainted with the happy effects of the Plan of Union, the debate on
the subject was arrested by an impatient call for the previous question, more
than eighty of the members voting for it, having been members of the con-
vention in whose name the said memorial was presented. The Assembly was
thus forced to a decision without any proper evidence of the existence of the

alleged irregularities, and before the subject of errors in doctrine had been
discussed in the Assembly, notwithstanding the memorialists had declared,

that they " complain and testify" against said Plan of Union, " chiefly because
of their sincere belief, that the doctrinal purity of our ancient Confession of
Faith is endangered, and not because of any preference for a particular system
of mere church government and discipline."

For these reasons, the undersigned enter this their solemn protest.

Philadelphia, June \st, 1837.

John P. Cleaveland, William Jessup, Baxter Dickinson, Absalom
Peters, Henry Brown, Horace Bushnell, Harmon Kingsbury,
Timothy Stillman, David Porter, E. W. Gilbert, Darius 6. Gri's-

wold, John B. Richardson, James B. Shaw, Washington Thatcher,
Thomas Brown, Thomas Lounsbury, Nahum Gould, Abner Hol-
lister, Ephraim Cutler, William Fuller, Gardner Hayden, Robert
Stuart, Silas West, Marcus Smith, John L. Grant, John Gridley,

Nathaniel C. Clark, Varnum Noyes, Dudley Williams, George
Spalding, John Sew;ard, Edwin Holt, Alanson Saunders, Jona-
than Cone, J. M. Rowland, J. W. M'Cullough, Dewey Whitney,
H. S. Walbridge, Horace Hunt, Samuel Reed, Rufus Nutting,

Zina W^hittlesey, James R. Gibson, Bennet Roberts, Joseph H.
Breck, Enoch Kingsbury, James Boyd, Eldad Barber, David
Schenck, Ira Pettibone, Lewis H. Loss, Jonathan Hovey, J. B.
Prestonj Ambrose White, Wilfred Hall. John S. Martin,' Georor©

G
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Painter, Benjamin Woodbury, Burr Bradley, Ira M. Wead, P.

W. Warriner, T. D. Southworth, Adam Miller, Jacob Paris,.

Alexander Campbell, N. S. S. Beman, H. H. Hayes, Henry
Brewster, N. E. Johnson, Solomon Stevens, Daniel Sayre, Wil-

liam C. Wisner, Isaac J. Rice, Felix Tracy, Bliss Burnap, E.

Cheever, E. Seymour, Obadiah Woodruff, Frederick W. Graves,

James I. Ostrom, Philip C. Hay, Jacob Gideon, David B. Ayers,

S. W. May, Ammi Doubleday, Robert Aikman, William Roy,.

Thomas M'Auley, John Leonard, Calvin Cutler, Merit Har-

mon, F. A. M'Corkle, James W. Phillips, George E. Delavan,

James A. Carnahan, Obadiah N. Bush, John M'Sween, George

Duffield, S. Benjamin, John Crawford, Fayette Shipherd, Thomas
Williams, R. Campbell.

ANSWER.
The committee to Avhom that subject was referred, beg leave to present the

following answer to the protest against the resolution, abrogating " the Plan

of Union," and request that both be placed on yoi*>r minutes. The reasons of

protest are numbered from one to six. No. 1 is the principal, and therefore

we prefer leaving it to the last, and commencing with No. 2. " We protest,"

say the minority, " against the resolution referred to, because the Plan of Union
adopted by the General Assembly of 1801, was designed to suppress and pre-

vent schismatical contentions^ andfor the promotion of charity, or, in the

language of the plan itself, " with a view to prevent alienation and promote

union and harmony."
To this a sufficient answer is found in the broad and undeniable fact, that

" the Plan of Union" has been a principal means of dividing the church and

this General Assembly into two parties, and been the main source of those

schisms which for many years have distracted our Zion. Whilst it is admitted,,

that in some instances it may have beneficially affected certain localities, it

has laid the deep foundation of lasting confusion, and opened wide the flood-

gates of error and fanaticism. For proof of this, we have only to refer to the

recorded votes of the last and the present General Assemblies, from which it

abundantly appears, that the representatives of churches formed on this plan

have always opposed the Boards of Education and of Missions, and the efforts

toward reform, and the suppression of errors and of schismatical contentions.

No. 3. " Because it declares the said ' Plan of Union' to have been totally

destitute of authority, as proceeding from the General Association of Con-

necticut, which is invested with no power to legislate in such cases."

In reply to this, let it be remarked, 1st, that the protesters seeming to ad-

mit that the General Association of Connecticut had no power and authority

to bind their churches, yet insist that the General Assembly could make a

treaty or covenant that should be binding on the other side: and the brethren,

in arguing the case, did insist on the " Plan" being of the nature of a cove-

nant, (although no such term is contained in it), and yet one of the parties to

this covenant had no authority to make a contract and to make it obligatory

on their churches. That is, a contract, treaty, or covenant can exist and be

and continue for ever, binding in right and in law upon one party, whilst the

other party, having no power or authority to bind themselves and those for

whom they plead its benefits, never could be bound. That is, a treaty or cove-

nant may exist without a mutual obligation!

2dly. The protesters, without distinctly affirming it again, seem willing that

the reader of their protest should believe that the General Association of Con-

necticut had power to bind their churches—that their acts participate of the-
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nature of ecclesiastical authority. " By acceding to the said stipulations," (say

they), " the said Association relinquished whatever right it had to the direction

and regulation of the members of its own churches in the new settlements."

Now these remonstrants know pcrf(;ctly well, that the General Association of

Connecticut never had, never claimed, and never exercised any right at all

" to the direction and regulation of the members of its own churches," even

in Connecticut itself, much less " in the new settlements." The " right" of

counsel and advice is the utmost stretch of their power and authority. And
this General Assembly might give counsel and advice to the churches of Con-

necticut, and should it be founded in truth, it is just as binding upon those

churches as the counsels oftheir own General Association, i. e. it comes divested

entirely of all ecclesiastical authority.

3dly. The resolution of abrogation is alleged to be " a breach of faith, and
wholly void and of no effect." This is begging the question: it goes on the

assumption, that faith was plighted of right, and the treaty, so called, lawfully

constituted ; which we have supposed to be the very point in question.

No. 4. " Because it denominates the Plan of Union unnatural as well as

unconstitutional, and attributes to it much confusion and irregularity." A
sufficient answer to this is found in the preceding; to which may be added a

single remark as to irregularity ; viz. that upon inquiry at brethren who came
in w^n this " Plan," it appeared from their own showing, to the abundant

conviction of this General Assembly, that there were some members on this

floor, deliberating and voting on the very resolutions in question, who had
never adopted the Confession of Faith of this church.

No. 5. The fifth reason of protest is, that the resolution was concocted and
brought before the Assembly by members of this body who had previously

consulted, in the form of a convention, and memorialized this body on the

subject: and that a majority of the committee to whom the memorial was re-

ferred were members of the convention.

As to the former, let it suffice to say, that it is the right of every freeman
and the duty of every Christian, before entering upon any great and important

measure, to " ponder the path of his feet," because " in the multitude of coun-

sellors there is safety." How the name " convention," any more than the

name " caucus," should utterly vitiate their counsel, it may be dilficult to

discern.

As to the latter, it may be remarked, that in all deliberative bodies, the

principle is settled, that large committees ought to be selected in proportion to

the respective party views that may be entertained on the subject committed.

The wisdom of the rule is obvious to common sense, and the Moderator of this

Assembly simply carried out the rule in this case.

No. 6. The sixth reason of protest is, " because the debate on the subject

was arrested by an impatient call for the previous question. The Assembly
was thus forced to a decision without any proper evidence of the existence of

the alleged irregularities, and before the subject of errors in doctrine had been

decided on in the Assembly."
Here remark, J?rs/, the call for the previous question was not impatient—

it was asked for and seconded by a majority of the house, not in the spirit of

violence and unjust oppression of the minority ; nor, secondly, there was no
unreasonable curtailment of debate. The resolution was discussed two whole
days—a period of time perhaps more extended than was ever before allotted

or allowed by any General Assembly to any single naked resolution. And,
thirdly, the brethren of the minority occupied the floor more than one-half of
the lime. And on another resolution, where the discussion was arrested by
the previous question, it was just at the close of two long speeches by the mi-
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nority, and after they had consumed more than five hours in debate ; whereas,

the majority had not occupied the floor two hours and a half. So, utterly

groundless is the insinuation that a cruel and unjust use has been made of the

previous question.

" The Assembly was thus forced," say the protesters—" the Assembly was

forced!" " Forced" by whom? Undoubtedly, by itself—" forced" to do just

as it wished to do—" forced" to decide by a strong vote on a subject which

had been discussed two whole days ! Strange coercion this !

!

But, fourthly, the resolution in question was passed before the doctrinal

errors were condemned. This is true. But it is also true, that " the Assembly

was thus forced," by the opposition of the minority, to pass by the doctrinal

discussion, because they could not have it in the order recommended by their

committee. Certain alleged errors were offered by the minority, which they

refused to have put in their proper place ; but insisted on having first of all a

decision upon them as amendments ; which attempt, had it been successful,

would have precluded their discussion, except upon a vote of reconsideration,

which requires two-thirds : and thus the majority would have been completely,

as to these alleged errors, in the power of the minority. Hence they were

laid on the table, to be taken up at a future time. We now proceed to

No. 1. The principal reason of protest is in these words, viz. "Because

the said act is declared, in the resolution complained of, to have been uncon-

stitutional.^^

In opposition to the resolution declaring the Plan of Union unconstitutional,

it would appear most reasonable that the protesters should affirm its constitu-

tionality ; i. e. that the constitution covers and provides for it. This ground,

however, the protesters have not ventured to take. On the contrary, they

explicitly admit, that the constitution makes no provision for said act—" it is,"

say they, " neither specifically provided for nor prohibited in the constitution."

A remark or two will show that in this they have abandoned the ground.

For, 1. The constitution of the Presbyterian Church, like that of our national

Union, is a constitution of specific powers, granted by the Presbyteries, the

fountains of power, to the Synods and the General Assembly. 2. No powers,

not specifically granted, can lawfully be inferred and assumed by the General

Assembly, but only such as are indispensably necessary to carry into effect

those which are specifically granted. 3. Therefore the burden of proof lies

upon those who affirm that the Assembly had power to enact this " Plan of

Union." They admit that there is no specific grant of such power ; they are

bound then to prove that its exercise was indispensably necessary, in order

to carry out some other power specifically granted. Now we search in vain

for any such proof in the protest. There is, we believe, but a single effort of

the kind. This effort is made in view of two distinct and distant clauses in

our book. (Form of Gov., Chap. XII. Sec. 4.) The General Assembly
*' shall constitute the bond of union, peace, correspondence, and mutual con-

fidence among all our churches." But surely here is no power granted to

constitute a bond of union with churches of another denomination. It has

exclusive reference to " all our churches," and yet the protesters refer to this

as authority for forming a union with a denomination not holding the same

form of government.

An equally unsuccessful attempt is made upon Chap. I. Sec. 2, where the

book affirms, that " any Christian church, or union or association of churches,

is entitled to declare the terms of admission into its communion." And the

protesters assert here, that the General Assembly exercised this power in

forming " the Plan of Union," and so declared " the terms of admission into
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the communion of the Presbyterian Church, proper to be required in the fron-

tier settlements."

On this statement two remarks seem requisite
; first, the settling of the terms

of communion, wc had thought, was the highest act of power—an act beyond

the reach of the General Assembly itself—an act which the constitution itself

provides, shall be done only by a majority of the Presbyteries. When, we
ask, did the Presbyterian Church " declare the terms of admission into its

communion ? Most assuredly, when the constitution was adoptcxl. And yet

the protesters in this case aver, that " the Plan of Union" is a declaration of

the terms of admission into our communion ! Could they affirm more directly

its unconstitutionality?

The other remark is, that the Plan of Union itself does not prescribe the

terms of admission into the communion of the Presbyterian Church. It pre-

scribes the manner in which Congregationalists may remain out of this church,

and yet exercise a controlling and governing influence over its ecclesiastical

judicatories.

In the entire absence of all proof, that the power exercised in forming the

Plan of Union, was indispensably necessai'y to carry out a power specifically

granted, and in the face of their own admission, that such power is not spe-

cifically given to the General Assembly, we conclude, that the act in question

was without any authority, and must be null and void.

The next thing worthy of notice, is the criticism on the phrases " constitu-

tional rules," and " obligatory on all the churches." This Plan of Union, it

is argued, is not of the nature of constitutional rules, obligatory on all the

churches, and therefore it was not necessary that it should have been sent

down, and have received the sanction of a majority of the Presbyteries. In

presenting this argument, the protesters admit, that if the Plan did embrace
constitutional rules, the Assembly had no power to enact it. The book,

(Form of Gov., Chap. XII. Sec. 6.) declares: " Before any overtures or regu-

lations proposed by the Assembly to be established as constitutional rules, shall

be obligatory on the churches, it shall be necessary to transmit them to all

the Presbyteries, and to receive the returns of at least a majority of them in

writing, approving thereof."

This was not done with the Plan; and the only question before us is,

whether it is an alteration of the constitution. This assembly affirms that it

is a radical and thorough change of the entire system. On which remark,

—

1. Our book describes four church courts, viz., the Church Session, the

Presbytery, the Synod, and the General Assembly. And (Chap. IX.) it de-

fines " the Church Session to consist of the pastor or pastors and ruling elders

of a particular congregation," and intrusts to these, as permanent officers, the

government of that church. But the Plan of Union provides for no such thing.

It expressly dispenses with the church session, and leaves the government in

the hands of the people, or of a temporary committee.

Again, Chap. X. Sec. 2, " A Presbytery consists of all the ministers and
one ruling elder from each congregation, within a certain district." But the

Plan of Union abrogates this provision. It does not merely pass it by, but

absolutely repeals and nullifies it. According to the Plan, a Presbytery may
have committee-men less or more in it, and may have not a single elder. The
book farther states, that " Every congregation (i. e. of Presbyterians as before

described,) which has a stated pastor, has a right to be represented by one
elder; and every collegiate church (i. e. a church with two or more minis-

ters,) by two or more elders, in proportion to the number of pastors." Here
it is perfectly obvious, that the principle of equal representation in Presbytei-y

is aimed at. The same is true of a Synod, Chapter XI. "The ratio
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of the representation of elders in the Synod is the same as in the Presby-

tery." That is, every congregation, governed by its own session, shall be

represented in Presbytery and Synod. But the Plan provides for Congrega-

tional committee-men, sitting and acting and voting in Presbytery, although

it also provides that the congregation he represents shall not be under the

government of the Presbytery, and no appeal can be taken from it to the

Presbytery, even by a minister, unless the church agree to it. Thus the

power of government is in the hands of men over whom that government does

not extend. It is surely not necessary to proceed farther, to show that the

Plan is an abrogation of the fundamental principles of the Presbyterian system.

And yet the protesters say, it does not contain constitutional rules. No, verily,

but it is a mass of unconstitutional usurpations, resulting from an overstretch

of power. By the criticism of the protest, it is denied that the Plan contains

constitutional rules ; whereas, in the first sentence of the instrument itself, it is

called " a plan of government for the churches in the new settlements." And
the second sentence runs thus: " regulations adopted by the General Assembly,

&c." Now [[regulations are not rules, language has lost its meaning; and
if regulations containing " a plan of government for the chui'ches," are not

intended to be binding, and do not touch the constitution, we are utterly at loss

to see how rules and regulations could be expressed. The article in question

has been called " a Plan of Union," " a contract," " a covenant," none of

which phrases is found in the document itself. It declares itself to be " regu-

lations" containing " a plan of government for the churches." Now the Ge-
neral Assembly never had the power to establish " regulations" and a new
*' plan of government ;" the Plan is therefore null and void.

But, we are told, these governmental regulations were not binding on all

the churches. Were they not, indeed ! Have they not given rise to hetero-

geneous bodies, who have come up here and bound us almost to our undo-

ing? Have they not bound with green withers and new cords this body and

its Boards of Education and Missions 1 Have they not well nigh shorn us of

the locks of our strength, and forbidden us to go forth into the field of mis-

sionary conflict against the foes of our God and King? Surely these protesters

will not say the regulations are not binding upon all the churches.

But, again, we are told in the protest, they are of long standing and have

acquired the force of common law. Does long use constitute law? Then it

would follow that concubinage and polygamy exist of moral right.

Again, we are told, that this " plan of government" was in existence twenty

years prior to the last adoption of our constitution ; and the infei-ence js, that

therefore it is binding, and was viewed as a contract to be kept in good faith.

The fair inferences, however, from the fact, ought to be, that this " plan of

government" was not submitted to our Presbyteries by the General Assem-
bly, and is therefore not binding ; and that this neglect was owing to the cir-

cumstance that it was then little known, and its evils were not all developed.

Again, we are told in the protest, in reference to this new " plan of govern-

ment," that its omission of elders, being expressly provided for and designed,

does not " vitiate the organization—for there must then be numerous churches

among us, in which there are no deacons, be for the same reason pronounced

unconstitutional." And we are free to confess, that, if the constitution made
the deacon a ruling officer in the church, he must be found in our ecclesiasti-

cal courts, and his absence would nullify their constitutional existence. This,

however, is not the case. The deacon's office, in the New Testament, and in

our book, is limited to " serving tables." The argument therefore is lame,

xmd shows its eastern birth.

Again, the protest affirms that the argument against this " plan of govern-
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ment for the churches," because it was not submitted to the Presbyteries,

strikes equally against the Theological Seminaries, the Boards of Education

and of Missions, and also against the admission of the Presbyteries of the

Associate Reformed Synod into this church.

Let us touch these in their order : and first, the Theological Seminaries.

Here, again, if our protesters can show that these seminaries are, in the lan-

guage of our book, " constitutional rules—obligatory on the churches," or,

even in the language of their favourite plan, " regulations," and " a plan of

government for the churches in the new settlements," we will give up the

argument and Princeton and the Western Seminaries and all. But if, as every

one knows, the constitutions and regulations of these seminaries have nothing

to do with the government of the churches, any more than the private regu-

lations of a private clergyman, for his private class of students, then is this

argument null and void irom the beginning. As to the power in the Assem-

bly to organize a seminary, it may be found in the book, (Form of Gov. C.

XII. Sec. 5.) under the general power " of superintending the concerns of

the whole church," none of which concerns is of more vital importance than

that of providing an efficient ministry ; also to them belongs the power of
" promoting charity, truth, and holiness, through all the churches under their

care." Now, the training of a pious and orthodox ministry is the most effec-

tual mode of accomplishing this work, and clearly places Theological Semina-

ries within the Assembly's power.

The same remarks are relevant and true, in reference to the Board of

Education.

As to the Board of Missions, " the superintending of the concerns of the

whole chui'ch" cannot be carried out without missions ; and the Form of Gov-

ernment, Chap. XVIII. expressly provides for them, and grants to the As-

sembly power over this very business. It reads thus : " The General Assem-
bly may, of their own knowledge, send missions to any part to plant churches,

or to supply vacancies ; and, for this purpose, may direct any Presbytery to

ordain evangelists, or ministers, without relation to any particular churches."

How utterly unreasonable, then, for the protesters to deny the Assembly's

power to institute a Board of Missions.

As to the Mason Library and the Associate Reformed Chtirches, it may be

necessary only to remark, that the two Presbyteries of New York and of Phi-

ladelphia,—the only parts which came into this Presbyterian Church,—were
from their beginning Preshyterian^ according to the strictest order ; holding

the same identical Westminster Confession of Faith and Presbyterian form

of church government : it is, therefore, difficult to perceive how the admis-

sion, by the General Assembly, of strict and rigid Presbyterians into their

connexion, could be either extra or unconstitutional. The act of their ad-

mission did not create " regulations," and " a plan of government for the

churches," as did " the Plan" in question : it was not " an overture or regu-

lation for establishing constitutional rules, obligatory on the churches," and

therefore its transmission to all the Presbyteries was not necessary.

Finally, the unconstitutionality of the " plan of government for the churches

in the new settlements," abrogated by this resolution, is further demonstrated

by a reference to Form of Government, Chap. XII. Sec. 1. which says, " The
General Assembly is the highest judicatory of the Presbyterian Church. It

shall represent, in one body, all the particular churchesof this denomination,"

and subsequently, it defines the ratio of representation. Now, it has been

proved, on the open floor of this General Assembly, by the protesters them-

selves, that the Synod of the Western Reserve, which was formed on this " plan

of government," and which contains one hundred and thirty-nine particular
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churches, has only from twenty-four to thirty Presbyterian churches in it

;

and yet that Synod claim a right to twenty representatives here ! Whom do

these twenty represent ? Certainly not " particular churches of this denomi--

nation," as our book says. No, but Congregational churches, which, by the

terms of our book, and the whole representative spirit of our system, have no

right to be represented here, and to judge and vote here, under a constitution

which they deny to be binding upon themselves. With no greater impro-

priety would unnaturalized foreigners claim the right of franchise in our

country, and of eligibility to office in our legislatures, our supreme judicial

tribunals, and the executive departments of our states and the nation. Be-

sides, it has been shown by themselves here, that this " plan of government"
has been here violated, by those claiming privileges under it, sending men to

the Assembly who had never adopted our constitution.

We therefore conclude, that the reasonings of the protesters is fallacious j

the "plan of government" adopted in 1801 is, and ever has been unconsti-

tutional, and therefore this General Assembly ought to declare, as it has

done in the resolution protested against, that it is, from the beginning, null

and void.

Mr. Murray, from the committee to answer the Protest of the commission-

ers from the Synods of Utica, Geneva, and Genesee, against the resolutions

of this Assembly declaring those Synods to be out of the Presbyterian Church,

made a report, recommending that the Protest be entered on the Minutes,

accompanied with the Answer. The report was accepted, read, and adopted;

and the Protest and Answer were ordered to be entered on the Minutes, and

are as follows, viz.

PROTEST.

Protest of the commissioners from the Synods of Utica, Geneva, and Ge-

nesee, against the act of the General Assembly of 1837, declaring them no

longer constituent parts of the Presbyterian Church.

Whereas, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United

States of America, now in session, has declared the Synods of Utica, Geneva,

and Genesee no longer constituent parts of the Presbyterian Church ; and,

whereas, the commissioners from the Presbyteries constituting those Synods,

have been deprived of the right of deliberating and voting in this house—

'

Therefore,

The undersigned, commissioners from the Synods of Utica, Geneva, and

Genesee, claim their right to enter their protest and remonstrance against

these acts, for the reasons following, viz.

1. Because we deem such acts utterly unconstitutional and unprecedented.

In our Form of Government, (Chap. XII. Sections 4 and 5,) the powers of

the General Assembly are specifically defined, but no authority to exercise

such summary process and excision is there granted. In our Book of Disci-

pline (Chapters IV. and V.) the mode of procedure in the trial and punish-

ment of ministers of the Gospel, is expressly and specifically prescribed, yet

no one point of these laws of discipline has been conformed to in the excision

and virtual excommunication of four or five hundred ministers, in good and

regular standing in the Presbyterian Church ; no citations have been issued

or served ; no charges have been specified or preferred, and no opportunity

has been afforded for justification or defence.

2. Because, when the regular and constitutional method of trial was pro-

posed to this house, the majority rejected this plan, and proceeded without trial

in any form, and, in our judgment, in the face of all the regulations and pro-
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visions of our constilutioii and rules of discipline, to declare the aforesaid

Synods to be " out of the ecclesjiastical connexion of tlie Presbyterian Church

in the United States, and not in form or fact an integral portion of said

church."

3. Because the act of exclusion is professedly based on the previous act

of the Assembly purporting to abrogate the " Plan of Union" formed by the

Assembly of 1801, with the Connecticut Association, and acted upon for thirty-

six years; whereas, in our estimation, that ancient compact could not, in good

faith, be abrogated v/ithout previous conference v/ith said Association; and

even if it could be so abrogated, that abrogation would not destroy or invali-

date the institutions established, and tlie rights vested under its operation.

Besides, the majority of the churches within the bounds of said Synods are

strictly Presbyterian in their structure, and, with few exceptions, even the

small number of churches originally Congregational, were not organized under

the stipulations of the said " Plan of Union," but came in under a different

arrangement, and possessed rights on this subject, separate from and inde-

pendent of the " Plan of Union" of 1801, secured to them by the Assembly of

1808, by which the Synod of Albany was authorized to take the "Middle

Association" under its care; in virtue of which arrangement, commissioners

from said Association were admitted to the floor of the General Assembly up

to the period when the Association was dissolved, and erected into two Pres-

byteries, regularly organized out of its materials.

4. Because all our Synods and Presbyteries have been regularly and con-

stitutionally formed and recognised, and, as such, have no necessary depend-

ence whatever upon the " Plan of Union," or any other plan of accommodation,

and, consequently, could not be affected either by the existence or abrogation

of such Plan.

5. Because no proof was exhibited on the floor of the Assembly, that a single

minister in these Synods was irregularly inducted into the office of the ministry,

and we know of none such—and in every Pi'esbytery belonging to these Sy-

nods, there are churches formed on strict Presbyterian principles, and in most

of our Presbyteries such churches compose a large majority.

6. Because, while the resolution for the exclusion of these Synods was
under discussion, members were permitted to read and refer to letters and
publications containing what we consider unfounded statements, and to utter

vague and injurious reports, and when requested, refused to give names, places,

and dates ; and, although the right was insisted upon, not a single commis-
sioner from any one of the three Synods could obtain the floor to address the

Assembly on the resolution—being put down by the motion for the previous

question.

7. Because no notice whatever was given to the Synods in question of the

intention to sever them from the Presbyterian Church, nor the least opportu-

nity afforded, them for vindicating themselves from the vague and informal

charges uttered against them on the floor of the General Assembly.
8. Because there has been no definite or authentic evidence whatever, regu-

larly before this Assembly, of the existence within the bounds of the said Sy-

nods of those errors in doctrine, or those gross irregularities in practice, which
they are alleged to be guilty of tolerating.

9. Because, in our view, these acts of the Assembly are not only unconsti-

tutional and unwarrantable, but tend to disturb the peace of our churches, to

injure our ministerial character and standing, and to impair our usefulness,

and thus to retard the progress of truth and righteousness in one of the most
populous and important sections of our country.

10. Because, finally, while in the accompanying resolutions, it is declared

H
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that these acts are not intended to affect our ministerial character, or to inter-

fere with the organization and peace of our Synods or Presbyteries, the last

resolution in the category directs Presbyteries, ministers, and churches, to-

detach themselves from the bodies with which they are now connected, and

apply for admission into the nearest Presbyteries of the Presbyterian Church,

Thus attempting to exercise authority over bodies already declared not to be

constituent portions of the Presbyterian Church in the United States, and to

disturb their order and peace.

For these reasons, we do hereby enter our solemn protest and remonstrance

against the proceedings in question.

John W. M'CuUough, George Spalding, S. Benjamin, Philip C.

Hay, Thomas Lounsbury, Merit Harmon, Solomon Stevens, Ira

Pettibone, John Gridley, J. B. Richardson, Marcus Smith, Horace

Hunt, Henry Brewster, Samuel W. May, Fayette Shipherd,

Washington Thatcher, J. B. Prestonr

ANSWER.
In reply to the protest of the commissioners from the Presbyteries composing

the Synods of Utica, Geneva, and Genesee, against the act of this Assembly
declaring them no longer a constituent portion of the Presbyterian Church,,

the Assembly remark

:

1. That the above named Synods became connected with the Presbyterian.

Church by the Plan of Union of 1801, which Plan the Assembly had no con-

stitutional power to adopt; and was accordingly null and void from the begin-

ning. So it has been declared by this Assembly. And as these Synods be-

came connected with the General Assembly by an unconstitutional Plan of

Union, they never have been a constitutional part of it. And this is all the

act in reference to them declares.

Nor is there, as the protestants declare, an excommunication of four or five

hundred ministers. The act itself asserts the contrary. As there was no ju-

dicial pi'ocess instituted against them, no citations were necessary. Without
impeaching the character or standing of the brethren composing these Synods,,

this Assembly, by a legislative act, merely declares them, in consequence of

the abrogation of the Plan of Union of 1801, no longer a constituent part of

the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States.

2. When resolutions were before the house for the citation of judicatures to

the bar of the next Assembly, charged by common fame with sanctioning

errors in doctrine and irregularities in practice, the protestants unanimously

opposed them. And now they complain that they were not thus cited.

3. The compact of the Assembly of 1808 with the Synod of Albany, in-

reference to the " Middle Association," is as unconstitutional as the Plan of
Union of 1801. And the fact stated by the protestants, that two large Pres-

byteries were made out of that Middle Association, and that commissioners

from said Association were admitted to the floor of the Assembly as members,
only proves the constitutionality of the act against which they complain. So
that their third specification of grievance contains its own answer.

4<. The contrary of their fourth specification of grievance is believed and

proved to be the fact. The great majority of the churches of these Synods
were formerly Congregational ; and the great majority of those of them now
Pi'esbyterian, retain much of their Congregational peculiarities and prejudices.

They almost unanimously prefer the institutions of the church they have
abandoned, to those of the church of their adoption. They are in form Presby--

terian, but in prejudice and in fact Congregational.

5. As no charge was brought against any n"unister or miniat©i;s,,that they
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-were irregularly inducted into the ofTicc of the ministry, no proof was needed

to sustain it. The charge is, not that they were irregularly inducted into the

Christian ministry, but that they were unconstitutionally connected with the

Presbyterian Church.

6. The papers complained of were official papers, published over the sig-

natures of stated clerks of Presbyteries, and committees of Synods and Asso-

ciations. The resolutions complained of were thirty-six hours under debate,

and more than one-half of the time was occupied by those opposed to their

adoption. A brother, in midst of an argument, yielded the floor that the pro-

testants might make what statements they thought proper. But none were

made. The previous question was once withdrawn for the same purpose; and

they were yet silent. And yet they complain because no time was given—that

they were put down by the previous question!!

7. This is founded on the supposition, that they were constitutional parts

of the Presbyterian Church, and that the act by which they are declared to

be no longer a constitutional part of it, is not a legislative but a judicial act.

Both of which suppositions are incorrect.

8. The evidence of great errors in doctrine and gross irregularities in prac-

tice, prevailing to an alarming extent within the bounds of said Synods, and

if not countenanced, certainly unsuppressed by them, is before the church and

the world.

9. This is a mere expression of opinion by the protestants, to which in this

free country every man has an undoubted right.

10. In the resolution complained of, this Assembly merely tenders its advice

to the ministers and churches sincerely Presbyterian, and points them to the

•constitutional door by which they may speedily return to the church of their

preference and affection.

Dr. Alexander offered the following resolution, which was adopted.

Resolved, That the salary of the Stated Clerk be hereafter one hundred
dollars per annum, exclusive of the expense of having the minutes transcribed.

Mr. Breckinridge offered the following preamble and resolutions, viz.

Whereas, it has come to the knowledge of this General Assembly, that the

persons who were appointed commissioners to this body from the Presbyteries

attached to the Synod of the Western Reserve, have served a notice upon the

Treasurer of the Trustees of the General Assembly, "not to regard any orders

drawn, nor any resolutions passed by this Assembly, since the passage of the

act which declared said Synod of the Western Reserve to be no longer in the

connexion of the body represented in this General Assembly ;" and whereas,

said notice is no doubt to be considered as the commencement of a series of
judicial investigations, growing out of the proceedings of this Assembly, in

reforming the church, during its present sessions; now, therefore, be it re-

solved, by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United

States of America,
1. That this Assembly expects of its trustees full compliance with all its

acts as in past times, and relies confidently on their continued fidelity to the

church, in the discharge of all the important duties devolving on them.

2. That the Presbyterian Church is morally responsible, and will fully and
cheerfully meet that responsibility, to sustain their trustees in all their acts,

in consequence of any resolution passed or order given in virtue of such reso-

lution of the present or any other General Assembly—and to hold said trus-

tees harmless, by reason of any loss or damage they may personally sustain

thereby.

3. That this Assembly, in virtue of the powers vested in it by the act incor-
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poratiiig its trustees, do hereby, in writing, direct their trustees to continue to

pay as heretofore, and to have no manner of respect to the notice mentioned

above, nor to any similar notice that may come to their Icnowledge. And
these resoUitions, duly signed and certified, shall be delivered to them on the

part of this Assembly.

Mr. Breckinridge read the notice referred to in the resolutions; and after

debate, the resolutions were adopted.

The Moderator announced the following committees, on the subjects em-

braced in Mr. Plumer's resolutions adopted this morning, viz.

To nominate Directors for the Board of Foreign Missions; Messrs. Yecmans,
Morrison, and Hamilton.

To write the pastoral letter to the churches under our care; Drs. Alexander,

Baxter, and Leland.

To write the letter to be addressed to all other churches; Messrs. Breckin-

ridge, Latta, and Plumer.

To write the letter to be addressed to churches formed on the accommoda-

tion plan; Mr. Baird, Dr. Witherspoon, and Mr. Goldsmith.

Adjourned till this afternoon, at half past 3 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

WEDNESDAY afternoon, half past 3 o'clock. The Assembly met, and

was opened with prayer.

The minutes of the last session were read.

The Moderator announced the following committee, on the subject of Dr.

Blythe's resolution, adopted this morning, viz.

On Benevolent Operations; Messrs. Breckinridge, Blythe, Pratt, A. White,

and Lenox.

The Assembly took up the unfinished business of May 24th, viz. the mo-

tion indefinitely to postpone Mr. Mines's motion to amend that part of the re-

port of the Committee on Overture No. 1, which relates to doctrinal errors.

The previous question was demanded, and decided in the aflSrmative; and

the motion to postpone, together with Mr. Mines's motion to amend, being cut

off by the operation of the previous question, the Assembly adopted that part

of the report of the committee on the memorial which relates to doctrinal er-

rors, by yeas and nays, as follows, viz.

As one of the principal objects of the memorialists is to point out certain

errors, more or less prevalent in our church, and to bear testimony against

them, your committee are of opinion, that as one great object of the institution

of the church was to be a depository and guardian of the truth; and as, by

the constitution of the Presbyterian Church in the United States, it is made

the duty of the General Assembly to testify against error; therefore, resolved,

that the testimony of the memorialists concerning doctrine, be adopted as the

testimony of this General Assembly, (with a few verbal alterations,) which is

as follows:

1

.

That God would have prevented the existence of sin in our world, but was

not able without destroying the moi-al agency of man : or, that for aught that

appears in the Bible to the contrary, sin is incidental to any wise moral system.

2. That election to eternal life is founded on a foresight of faith and obe-

dience.

3. That we have no more to do Avith the first sin of Adam than with the

sins of any other parent.

4. That infants come into the world as free from moral defilement as was

Adam, when he was created.

5. That infants sustain the same relation to the moral government of God
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in this world as brute animals, and tliat their sulferings and death are to be

accounted for, on the same principles as those of brutes, and not by any means

to be considered as penal.

6. That there is no other original sin than the fact that all the posterity of

Adam, though by nature innocent, or possessed of no moral character, will

always begin to sin when they be^nn to exercise moral agency; that original

sin does not include a sinful bias of the human mind, and a just exposure to

penal suffering; and that there is no evidence in Scripture, that infants, in

order to salvation, do need redemption by the blood of Christ, and regenera-

tion by the Holy Ghost.

7. That the doctrine of imputation, whether of the guilt of Adam's sin, or

of the righteousness of Christ, has no foundation in the Word of God, and is

both unjust and absurd.

8. That the sufferings and death of Christ were not truly vicarious and

penal, but symbolical, governmental, and instructive only.

9. That the impenitent sinner is by nature, and independently of the renew-

ing influence or almighty .energy of the Holy Spirit, in full possession of all

the ability necessary to a full compliance with all the commands of God.

10. That Christ does not intercede for the elect until after their regeneration.

11. That saving faith is not an effect of the special operation of the Holy
Spirit, but a mere rational belief of the truth, or assent to the Word of God.

12. That regeneration is the act of the sinner himself, and that it consists

in a change of his governing purpose, which he himself must produce, and
which is the result, not of any direct influence of the Holy Spirit on the heart,

but chiefly of a persuasive exhibition of the truth, analogous to the influence

which one man exerts over the mind of another ; or that regeneration is not

an instantaneous act, but a progressive work.

13. That God has done all that he can do for the salvation of all men, and
that man himself must do the rest.

14. That God cannot exert such influence on the minds of men, as shall

make it certain that they will choose and act in a particular manner without

impairing their moral agency.

15. That the righteousness of Christ is not the sole ground of the sinner's

acceptance with God; and that in no sense does the righteousness of Christ

become ours.

16. That the reason why some differ from others in regard to their recep-

tion of the gospel is, that they make themselves to differ.

Against all these errors, whenever, wherever, and by whomsoever taught,

the Assembly would solemnly testify; and would warn all in connexion with

the Presbyterian Church against them. They would also enjoin it upon all

the inferior judicatories to adopt all suitable measures to keep their members
pure from opinions so dangerous. Especially does the Assembly earnestly

enjoin on all the Presbyteries to guard with great care the door of entrance

to the sacred office. Nor can the Assembly regard as consistent with minis-

terial ordination vows, an unwillingness to discipline according to the rules of

the Word of God and of our standards, any person already a teacher, who
may give currency to the foregoing errors.

Yeas—Messrs. Piatt, Leggett, R*. I. Crawford, J. R. Johnston, Frame,
Goldsmith, Potts, Lenox, Murray, B. M'Dowell, Blauvelt, A. Alexander,

William Wilson, Yeomans, Woodhull, Junkin, Lowe, John Wilson, Dorrance,
Jessup, Green, Latta, Symington, Cuyler, Darrach, Davie, Penny, Hamilton,
Faris, Breckinridge, Hickson, M. B. Patterson, M'Keehan, Creigh, William-
son, Long, J. H. Gricr, Hughes, Annan, Ewing, Slagle, Baird, Gladden, J.

W. Johnston, Lowrie, Hannah, Stratton, Adair, Tait, M'Crackin, Van De-
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man, S. Wilson, R. Miller, Beer, M'Combs, Torrance, Turner, Crane, Osborn,

Golladay, James Coe, Marquis, H. Patton, M. S. Smith, Marshall, M'Ken-
nan, StafTord, Leonard, W. K. Stewart, Chamberlain, Hopkins, C. S. Todd,
C. Stuart, Irwin, Hendren, Morrison, Alexander, Fitzgerald, Hart, Plumer,
Caruthers, M'Queen, Potter, Pharr, Andrews, Watts, D. Brown, Galbraith,

SIoss, Leatch, Hodge, James Greer, Ross, Simpson, Thornwell, J. Wither-

spoon, Coit, Leland, E. White, Pratt, J. M'Dowell, T. S. Witherspoon, Mor-
gan, D. Johnson, Van Court, Brotherton, Banks, J. Smylie, N. Smylie.—109.

Nays—Messrs. Burnap, Cheever, Duffield, Gilbert, Bushnell, T. Brown.—6.

Non liquets—Messrs. Beman, Ostrom, Peters, N. E. Johnson, A. Camp-
bell, Cleaveland, R. Stuart, Reed, Graves, Mines, Painter.—11.

Resolved, That the committees on the records of the Synods of Western
Reserve, Utica, Geneva, and Genesee, be directed to return the records re-

spectively to the stated clerks of those Synods; and that the committees be

discharged.

The Temporary Clerk was directed to return the appeal from the church
at Wheatlands, against the Synod of Genesee, to the clerk of the session of

that church.

Dr. Green communicated to the house two papers, purporting to be notices

severally served on the Board of Trustees by the commissioners from the

Synod of the Western Reserve, and the Synods of Utica, Geneva, and Genesee

;

whereupon, it was
Resolved, That the resolutions adopted this morning on this subject, be con-

sidered a sufficient reply by this Assembly.

Mr. Yeomans, from the Committee to nominate Dii'ectors for the Board of

Foreign Missions, made a report, which was accepted and adopted, and is as

follows, viz.

Ministers.—John N. Campbell, D. D., Jacob Green, William W. Phillips,

D. D., Joseph M'Elroy, D. D., Gardiner Spring, D. D., John M. Krebs, Elias

W, Crane, George Potts, Edward D. Smith, Archibald Alexander, D. D.,

Samuel Miller, D. D., John Breckinridge, D. D., George Junkin, D. D., Nicholas

Murray, Ashbel Green, D. D., Cornelius C. Cuyler, D. D., John M'Dowell, D. D.,

Robert J. Breckinridge, Henry A. Boardman, J. L. Dinwiddle, G. W. Mus-
grave, John C. Backus, Francis Herron, D. D., Matthew Brown, D. D.,

Ehsha P. Swift, Thomas D. Baird, David Elliott, D. D., James Hoge, D. D.,

Joshua L. Wilson, D. D., Andrew Todd, William S. Plumer, William M. At-

kinson, George A. Baxter, D. D., Samuel L. Graham, D. D., William

M'Pheeters, D. D., Aaron W. Leland, D. D., Thomas Smyth, John Wither-

spoon, D. D., Thomas Goulding, D. D., James L. Sloss.

Laymen.—Ananias Piatt, John Woodworth, John Owen, James Lenox,

James Paton, Moses Allen, Samuel Boyd, Henry Rankin, Hugh Auchincloss,

Robert Jaffiray, Thomas Pringle, Benjamin M'Dowell, Thomas M'Keen, George
Morris, George Brown, William M'Donald, Alexander Symington, Charles

Chauncey, James N. Dickson, William Harris, M. D., Alexander Henry,
Matthew Newkirk, Solomon Allen, Joseph P. Engles, Robert Wallace, Na-
thaniel Ewing, Harmer Denny, John Hannen, Samuel Thompson, Charles S.

Todd, Samuel C. Anderson, James Fitzgerald, James Caskie, Frederick Nash,
Eugenius A. Nesbit, Gilbert T. Snowden, James Adger, Joseph H. Lumpkin,
John Ker, M. D., John Murphy.
On motion of Mr. Plumer, the Assembly took up so much of the report of

the Committee on the Memorial as relates to church order; and

Mr. Plumer ofiered the following preamble and resolutions, which were

adopted, viz.

Whereas, it is represented to the Assembly, that the following disorders
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and irregulafities are practised in some portions of the Presbyterian Church,

the Assembly, without determining the extent of them, would solemnly warn

all in our connexion against them. They are as follows, viz.

1

.

The formation of Presbyteries without defined and reasonable limits, or

Presbyteries, covering the same territory, and especially such a formation

founded on doctrinal repulsions or affinities ; thus introducing schism into the

very vitals of the body.

2. The licensing of persons to preach the Gospel, and the ordaining to the

office of the ministry such as not only accept of our standards merely for

substance of doctrine—and others who are unfit and ought to be excluded for

want of qualification—but of many even who openly deny fundamental prin-

ciples of truth, and preach and publish radical errors, as already set forth.

3. The formation of a great multitude and variety of creeds, which are

often incomplete, false, and contradictory of each other, and of our Confes-

sion of Faith and the Bible ; but which, even if true, are needless, seeing that

the public and authorized standards of the church are fully sufficient for the

purposes for which such formularies were introduced, namely, as public tes-

timonies of our faith and practice, as aids to the teaching of the people truth

and righteousness, and as instruments for ascertaining and preserving the

unity of the Spirit in the bonds of peace ; it being understood that we do not

object to the use of a brief abstract of the doctrines of our Confession of

Faith, in the public reception of private members of the church.

4. The needless ordination of a multitude of men to the office of evangelist^

and the consequent tendency to a general neglect of the pastoral office ; fre-

quent and hurtful changes of pastoral relations ; to the multiplication of spu-

rious excitements, and the consequent spread of heresy and ianaticism, thus

weakening and bringing into contempt the ordinary and stated agents and

means for the conversion of sinners, and the edification of the body of Christ.

5. The disuse of the office of ruling elder in portions of the church, and
the consequent growth of practices and principles entirely foreign to our sys-

tem ; thus depriving the pastors of needful assistants in discipline, the people

of proper guides in Christ, and the churches of suitable representatives in the"

ecclesiastical tribunals.

6. The unlimited and irresponsible power, assumed by several associations

of men under various names, to exercise authority and influence, direct and
indirect, over Presbyteries, as to their field of labour, place of residence, and
mode of action in the difficult circumstances of our church : thus actually

throwing the control of affairs in large portions of the church, and some-
times in the General Assembly itself, out of the hands of the Presbyteries

into those of single individuals or small committees located at a distance.

The Assembly also considered, that part of the report of the Committee on
the Memorial, which relates to church order ; and the following specification

of irregularity, was referred to the Committee on Bills and Overtures, who
were instructed to bring in an overture on the subject, to be sent down to

the Presbyteries, viz.

8. A progressive change in the system of Presbyterial representation in the

General Assembly, which has been persisted in by those holding the ordinary

majorities, and carried out into detail by those disposed to take undue advan^
tage of existing opportunities, until the actual representation seldom exhibits

the true state of the church, and many questions of the deepest interest have"

been decided conti-ary to the fairly ascertained wishes of the majority of the

church and people in our communion ; thus virtually subverting the essential

principles of freedom, justice, and equality, on which our w hole system rests.

Mr. Jessup moved to instruct the Committee on Bills and Overtures, to
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brino- in an overture to be sent down to the Presbyteries for a change of the

constitution in relation to the ratio of representation, on the basis of the num-

ber of church members.

The motion was laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Plumer, the Assembly took up so much of the report of

the Committee on the Memorial, as relates to church discipline, and

Mr. Plumer olTered the following resolution, which was adopted, viz.

Resolved, That in relation to the whole subject of discipline as brought be-

fore the Assembly by the Committee on the Memorial, the Assembly enjoins

upon all the Synods, Presbyteries, and church sessions, to see that a whole-

some and Christian discipline be exercised throughout all our bounds, as

being one of the surest means of restoring purity to the church, and maintain-

ing permanent peace.

On motion of Mr. Breckinridge,

The Assembly took up the unfinished business of yesterday, viz. the motion

to amend the resolutions respecting the connexion of the Third Presbytery of

Philadelphia, and the Presbytery of Wilmington, with the Presbyterian Church-

And,
On motion of Mr. Breckinridge, the resolutions were amended, by striking

out every thing relating to the Presbytery of Wilmington.

The motion offered yesterday by Mr. Lowrie, to amend the resolutions by

striking out all after the word " received," in the fourth resolution, and the

whole of the fifth resolution, was then renewed and adopted.

And, after debate.

It was moved to lay this whole subject on the table. This motion was de-

cided in the negative, by yeas and nays, as follows, viz.

Yeas—Messrs. Southworth, Burnap, Beman, Porter, Sayre, Cone, Ostrom,

Goldsmith, Potts, M'Auley, Peters, N. E. Johnson, Schenck, Cheever, Bur-

net, Seymour, Woodruff, Blauvelt, Yeomans, Woodhull, A. Miller, Jessup,

Grant, A. White, Duffield, Hall, Davie, Gilbert, Paris, A. Campbell, Lowrie,

Cleaveland, R. Stuart, Reed, E. Cutler, Van Deman, Dickinson, Golladay,

Bradley, Blythe, Stafford, Clark, Leonard, Kingsbury, Gould, Graves, Hen-

dren, Alexander, Fitzgerald, Mines, Pharr, Andrews, Watts, Painter, T.

Brown, D. Brown, E. White, Van Court, Brotherton.—^59.

Nays—Messrs. Piatt, Leggett, R. L Crawford, J. R. Johnston, Frame,

Lenox, B. M'Dowell, Junkin, Lowe, J. Wilson, Green, Latta, Symington,

Penny, Breckinridge, Hickson, M. B. Patterson, M'Keehan, Creigh, J. H.

Grier, Hughes, Cook, Annan, Ewing, Gladden, J. W. Johnston, Mitchell

Hannah, Stratton, Adair, Tait, M'Crackin, W. Patterson, S. Wilson, R. Mil-

ler, Beer, M'Combs, Torrance, Turner, Crane, Osborn, J. Coe, Marquis, H-

Patton, M. S. Smith, Marshall, C. S. Todd, C. Stuart, Irwin, Moore, Hart,

Plumer, M'Queen, Potter, Galbraith, Sloss, Leatch, Hodge, Ross, Simpson,

Thornwell, Leland, Coit, Pratt, J. M'Dowell, T. S. Witherspoon, Morgan,

D. Johnson, Banks, J. Smylie, N. Smylie.—71.

No7i Uquets—Messrs. Cuyler, Darrach, Hervey.—3.

So the house refused to lay the resolutions on the table.

The previous question was then demanded, and having been decided in the

affirmative.

The resolutions as amended were agreed to, by yeas and nays, as follows^

viz.

Be it resolved, by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the

United States of America,

1. That the Third Presbytery of Philadelphia, be, and hereby is dissolved.

2. The territory embi'aced in this Presbytery is re-annexed to those to
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^vhich it respectively appertained before its creation. Its Stated Clerk is direct-

ed to deposito all the records und other paj)ers in the hands of the Stated Clerk

of the Synod of Philadelphia, on or before the lirst day of the sessions of that

Synod, at its first meeting after this Assembly adjourns.

3. The candidates and foreign missionaries of the Third Presbytery of

Philadelphia, are hereby attached to the Presbytery of Philadelphia.

4. The ministers, churches, and licentiates, in the Presbytery hereby dis-

solved, are directed to apply without delay to the Presbyteries to which they

most naturally belong, for admission into them. And upon application being

so made by any duly organized Presbyterian Church, it shall be received.

5. These resolutions shall be in force from and after the final adjournment

of the present sessions of the General Assembly.

Yeas—Messrs. Piatt, Leggctt, R. I. Crawford, J. R. Johnston, Frame,

Lenox, B. M'Dowell, Wm. Wilson, Junkin, Lowe, J. Wilson, Green, Latta,

Symington, Darrach, Penny, Breckinridge, Hickson, M. B. Patterson, M'Kee-

han, Creigh, Williamson, Long, J. H. Grier, Hughes, Cook, Annan, Ewing,

Slagle, Gladden, J. W. Johnston, Mitchel, Hannah, Stratton, Adair, Tait,

M'Crackin, W. Patterson, S. Wilson, R. Miller, Beer, M'Combs, Torrance,

Turner, Crane, Osborn, J. Coe, Marquis, H. Patton, M. S. Smith, Marshall,

C. S. Todd, C. Stuart, Irwin, Moore, Pkrt, Plumer, M'Queen, Potter, Gal-

braith, Leatch, Hodge, Ross, Simpson, Thornwell, Coit, Leland, Pratt, J.

M'Dowell, T. S. Witherspoon, Morgan, D. Johnson, Banks, J. Smylie, N.
Smylie.-^75.

Nai/s—Messrs. Southworth, Burnap, Beman, Porter, Sayre, Cone, Ostrom,

Goldsmith, Potts, M'Auley, Peters, N. E. Johnson, Schenck, Cheever, Bur-

net, Seymour, Woodruff, Blauvelt, Yeomans, WoodhuU, Dorrance, A. Miller,

Jessup, Cuyler, Grant, Duffield, Hall, Davie, Gilbert, Paris, A. Campbell,

Lowrie, Cleaveland, R. Stuart, Reed, E. Cutler, Dickinson, Golladay, Brad*

ley, Blythe, Stafford, Clark, Leonard, Kingsbury, Gould, Graves, Chamber-
lain, Hendren, J. Alexander, Mines, Pharr, Andrews, Watts, Painter, T.

Brown, D. Brown, Sloss, E. White, Van Court, Brotherton.—60.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 9 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

THURSDAY morning, June 8th, 9 o'clock. The Assembly met, and was
opened with prayer.

The minutes of the last session were read.

Mr. Todd, from the committee to answer the pi'otest against the resolutions

of this Assembly, respecting the citation of inferior judicatories, and also

against the resolution of this Assembly declaring the Synod of the W^estern

Reserve not to be a part of the Presbyterian Church, made a report, recom-
mending that the Protest be entered on the minutes, accompanied by the An-
swer. The report was read, accepted, and adopted ; and it was ordered that

the Protest and the Answer be entered on the minutes, as follows, viz.

PROTEST.
The undersigned, members of the General Assembly, beg leave, respect-

fully, to enter their solemn protest to the act of the Assembly adopting the

three resolutions relative to the citation of inferior judicatories, and likewise

to the resolution of the Assembly declaring the Synod of the Western Re'
serve not a part of the Presbyterian Church. In support of our protest, we
subjoin the following reasons.

1. We object to the mode of investigation adopted, in the first named reso-

lutions, by the Assembly. They resolve, in the first place, " to cite to tho

I
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bar of the next Assembly such inferior judicatories as are charged, by com-
mon fame, with irregularities." The first step, in our estimation, should have
been to appoint a committee to inquire into the nature of the various rumours
which are said to be afloat, and to report to the Assembly whether there was
any cause for citation.

2. The committee was empowered, by the second resolution, merely to as-

certain what judicatories were charged by common fame ; whereas, they ought

to have been instructed, in this stage of the investigation, to ascertain whether
there was, or was not any foundation for existing rumours. It seems to be
made imperative, by the resolution, that all judicatories shall be reported by
that committee, for citation, against which any unfavourable rumours are in

circulation.

3. The majority of the committee recommending these measures, were
members of the convention which originated all this business, and brought it

into the Assembly. They acted upon it first in the convention, then in the

Assembly ; after that in the committee, and then are to pass a final vote in the

Assembly. They petition themselves, consider their own petition, and then

grant to themselves what they themselves ask.

4. The investigation ought to have been expressly limited to Synods, be-

cause the book of discipline makes provision for the Assembly, in certain

cases, to cite Synods, but no other judicatories. (See Gen. Rev. and Con. VI.)

5. The resolution to deprive the judicatories to be cited, of a seat in the

next Assembly, is in every respect unconstitutional and void, " ah initio.^''

This Assembly has no power, by their vote, to deprive commissioners duly

elected from a seat in the next Assembly, because that Assembly has the ex-

clusive right of judging of the qualifications of its own members, and because
to do so would be to inflict a penalty before trial or investigation. Besides,

the Assembly has power to cite Synods only ; and Presbyteries, and not Sy-
nods, are represented on this floor. To deprive every Presbytery in a whole
Synod, of a seat in the General Assembly, because a Synod, in its collective

capacity, may have been irregular, is unprecedented in ecclesiastical proceed-

ings.

6. The provision in the book of discipline, referred to in the third resolu-

tion, to justify the exclusion of members from seats in the next Assembly, has
no application to this case. It applies only to a minister of the gospel when
on trial before his own Presbytery, and cannot justify the unconstitutional

bearing of this resolution. Besides, the book of discipline expressly pi'ovides

for those cases in which an inferior judicatory is to be excluded from a seat

in the superior judicatory ; and these cases are trials of appeals and complaints

in which they are interested.

7. The resolution declaring the Synod of the Western Reserve not a part

of the Presbyterian Church of the United States, we deem unconstitutional in

its character, and oppressive in its operation upon those who are immediately
affected by it. We think those brethren who have been excluded from this

house, by this resolution, have a right to declare it a dismemberment of the

Presbyterian Church. They further protest against this resolution, on account

of the time and manner in which it has been introduced and adopted. While
the whole subject respecting inferior judicatories was in the hands of a com-
mittee, and before receiving any report from that committee ; while citation,

according to the provisions of the book, was pending ; and when the subject

could not have been regularly reached but by a vote of reconsideration, the

Assembly take the whole matter into their own hands, and disown a whole
Synod, containing eight Presbyteries, without any regular and constitutional

steps in the case. The abrogation of the Plan of Union, in the opinion of
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the undersigrijpd, cannot justify this act. The Plan was a compact, and the

Assembly was a party to that compact ; and it is not in the power of that

party to destroy the rights which have vested under that compact.

We add, this Synod was constituted by the General Assembly, in 1825,
out of three Presbyteries then forming part of the Synod of Pittsburg, which
Presbyteries were in good, regular, and constitutional standing in the Presby-
terian Church, and had been constituent parts of that Synod, and had been
represented by their commissioners on the floor of this house. They have,

since their constitution, organized five Presbyteries, all of which have been
fully recognised by this Assembly. The Synod lias regularly presented its

records to this house, from time to time, and the Assembly have acted thereon.

The Plan of Union had no reference to the organization of Presbyteries, and
no effect thereon. It made no alteration in the mode of constituting them

;

and the committee of the churches, not being entitled to seats in the Synods
(when these Presbyteries were constituted,) could not control the same. The
authority of this Synod, and of the Presbyteries constituted by it, was not de-

rived from any provision in the Plan of Union, nor could their existence or
operation be affected by that Plan. The only reason assigned by the resolu-

tion for thus annulling the organization of eight Presbyteries, is stated to be
the operation of the abrogating resolution. Now, it is plain to the subscri-

bers, and, they believe, palpably evident, that the Plan of Union, either in
its existence or abrogation, could have tio effect upon the formation or ex-

istetice of a Presbytery or Synod. The only effect of that Plan was the

formation of churches of a pecidiar character, which might be admitted to the
Presbyteries according to the special provisions of that Plan ; and if the act

of abrogation had any effect, passed as it was by the same body which made
the original compact, it could only aflect the churches now existing under the

peculiar formation recommended in that plan, and could not, without plain

absurdity, be construed to affect Presbyterian ministers and strictly Presby-
terian churches.

Lastly. We protest against the exercise of the power of closing the debate
upon both of the foregoing questions, by the majority, insisting as they did

upon the previous question.

Philip C. Hay, (in relation to the three first mentioned resolutions,

being out of the house when the last was passed) ; N. S. S. Be-
man, Calvin Cutler, T. D. Southworth, Edwin Holt, G. Hayden,
D. O. Griswold, D. Sayre, John Cone, Bliss Burnap, Marcus Smith,
Horace Hunt, Ira Pettibone, Thomas Williams, William Roy,
Thomas Lounsbury, John Gridley, Abner HoUister, Washington
Thatcher, H. S. Walbridge, John M. Rowland, Silas West, George
E. Delavan, George Spalding, S. Benjamin, Solomon Stevens,
Henry Brewster, James B. Shaw, Felix Tracy, J. B. Richardson,
Timothy Stillman, John B. Preston, James R. Gibson, N. E.
Johnson, Obadiah Woodruff, Adam Miller, William Jessup, John
L. Grant, Ambrose White, Wilfred Hall, E. W. Gilbert, Alex-
ander Campbell, John S. ]\Iartin, Alanson Saunders, William
Fuller, John Seward, Dudley Williams, A. Peters, Rufus Nut-
ting, Eldad Barber, George Duffield, James Boyd, Benjamin
Woodbury, Isaac J. Rice, Henry Brown, Joseph H. Breck, H.
Kingsbury, Varnum Noyes, John P. Cleaveland, Robert Stuart,

P. W. Warriner, Ira M. Wead, Samuel Reed, Bennet Roberts,
Ephraim Cutler, Benjamin Dolbear, Baxter Dickinson, James W.
Phillips, Burr Bradley, John Crawford, David B. Ayres, Natha-
niel C. Clark, Enoch Kingsbury, Nahum Gould, F. W. Graves,
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Jftcob Gideon, George Painter, Thomas Brown, John W. Cun-

ningham, Robert Aikman, Samuel W. May, E. Seymour, Wil-

liam C. Wisner, James A. Carnahan, Zina Whittlesey, James I.

Ostrom, Fayette Shipherd, Merit Harmon, R. Campbell, Thomas
M'Auley, H. Bushnell, E. Cheever, David Whitney, Thomas
Cleland, F. A. M'Corkle, John Leonard, John M'Sween, Jacob

Faris, J. W. M'Culloiiph, H. H. Hays, Ammi Doubleday.

ANSWER.

The committee to whom was referred the protest of sundry members of

this General Assembly, against the act adopting the three resolutions relative

to the citation of inferior judicatories, and likewise to the resolution of the As-

sembly declaring the Synod of the Western Reserve not a part of the Pres-

byterian Church, have had the same under consideration, and would respect-

fully report the following answer to said protest.

The signers to the protest object to the mode of investigation adopted in the

first named resolutions, and contend that the first step should have been to

appoint a committee to inquire into the nature of the rumours which are said

to be afloat, and to report to the Assembly whether there was any cause for

citation. The resolutions as to citation refer to supposed cases, and the com-

mittee were to cite, and designate, and report to the Assembly for its approval

and further action. In this aspect of the case, the objections urged lose their

ibrce. No wrong was done to any Presbytery, nor any irregular process

autho]'ized, nor, indeed, any final step to be taken without action in the General

Assembly. Upon the report of the committee to cite, the house would decide

upon the foundation for existing irregularities, and a wholesome control as to

the details of the whole subject would be exercised by the Assembly before the

final disposition of the several cases ; and the signers of the protest themselves

affirm, in a subsequent part of the paper, and with the design of sustaining

another position, that the citation contemplated by these resolutions was ac-

cording to the boolc. Your committee deem it, therefore, unnecessary to dwell

upon this part of the subject, it being evident, from the nature of the resolu-

tions and the admission of the signers to the protest, that the steps contem-

plated by these resolutions were according to the book, and within the con-

stitutional power of this Assembly.

It is difficult to conceive how this regular constitutional action could be

impaired or destroyed by the suggestion, whether true or untrue, that the

committee recommending these measures were members of the convention;

that they acted upon it first in the convention, then in the Assembly, after that

in the committee, and then were to pass a final vote in the Assembly. It is

even gravely charged as a ground of objection, that " they petition themselves,

consider their own petition, and then grant to themselves what they themselves

ask." It is a sufficient answer to this objection, that the majority of the duly

constituted members of this Assembly adopted and sanctioned the incipient as

well as final steps in the case; and the acts of the Assembly are valid, until it

be shown that the provisions of the constitution have been invaded, or that

the majority consisted of persons who were not duly qualified commissioners.

The fact of a majority or any number of members of the Assembly having

been members of the convention, cannot invalidate the acts of the Assembly.

The right of petition is guaranteed by every well regulated government, whether
civil, political, or ecclesiastical, and it is just as competent for any number of

the individuals composing the Assembly to meet publicly for consultation, as

it would lie for any number to meet privately for the same object. In neither
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case could the action of those members in the Assembly be supposed to be

purified or contaminated by such consultations.

The investigation contemplated by these resolutions was designed to apply

to inlei'ior judicatories, which includes Synods, and may not necessarily mean
Presbyteries; the specification of such inferior judicatory was to be reported

by the committee, and the fourth objection, as urged by the signers of the

protest, could only be appropriate when a Presbytery should be cited. Any
supposed restriction of the right of the General Assembly to cite any other

inferior judicatories but Synods, (which is regarded by the signers of the pro-

test as being derived from the sixth part of the section of general review and

control,) is explained by the comprehensive character of the fifth part, which

assigns to the superior judicatory power to " examine, deliberate, and judge

in the whole matter, as completely as if it had been recorded, and thus brought

up by the review of the records." The General Assembly, by its very con-

stitution, is regarded as having a general control of the whole church, and in

its conservative character shall superintend all of its concerns. It is believed

that the initiatory steps contemplated by the resolutions authorizing a com-
mittee to designate inferior judicatories who may have been guilty of irregu-

larities, to cite them? and report as soon as jjracticable to this Assembly, do

not infringe the spirit or letter of the inherent powers of the General Assem-
bly. And the great principles of analogy would obviously dictate that the

members of the inferior judicatories, upon whom these preparatory measures

are su])posed to operate, should not be permitted to sit in the next General

Assembl}^ until their cases should be decided. If there be any sound prin-

ciple contained in the clause, and the uniform practice which excludes an
interested judicatory from voting, that principle and that practice should be

applied to the members of such inferior judicatories as may be affected by
these resolutions. This view of the subject is exceedingly strengthened by
the fact, that express power is vested in our judicatories to exclude at will

their own members when on trial before them.

The other subject on which the signers to the protest present their objec-

tions, is one of vital importance, as involving in an eminent degree, the cha-

racter of nearly all the proceedings of this General Assembly. It is repre-

sented by them to be unconstitutional and oppressive, and might be regarded

as a dismemberment of the Presbyterian Church.

The fallacy of these opinions will appear, upon a just consideration of the

real question at issue. The Synod of the Western Reserve was declared by
that resolution to be no longer a part of the Presbyterian Church ; and on the

supposition, which can be confidently established, that this General Assembly
has a right to declare who shall or who shall not compose its members, it

follows, as a necessary consequence, that this declaration of that Synod not

being a part of the church, no more dismembers the church than the declara-

tion, by Congi-ess or any legislature, that certain persons pronounced not duly

elected, would have the effect to dissolve that body, or vitiate its acts. The
Plan of Union of 1801, was unconstitutional, and therefore void, ab initio, and
only lived just so long as the discretion of the General Assembly permitted.

It had no constitutional existence, and was subject at any time to be pro-

nounced as dead. It was manifestly a gross interpolation upon the constitu-

tion, and was not even adopted in the mode pointed out by the constitution.

It was not only voidable by any subsequent act of the General Assembly, but

was void from the beginning, because without constitutional authority, and
professing to bring into our judicatories persons who were not duly qualified

members. The act of 1801 was not only unconstitutional, but the effect of
its operation was to make inroads upon the gi-eat distinctive features both of
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doctrine and discipline in the Presbyferian Church ; and whether reference be

had to its nullity or its pernicious influence, no principle is more firmly estab-

lished than that an unconstitutional law can give no rights, and that, ipso facto,

whatever may be attempted to be built upon it, must fall with the sandy foun-

dation on which it rests. The Synod of the Western Reserve was the result

of the operation of the act of 1801, in virtue and by consequence of which a

body of churches, Presbyteries, and Synods, radically anti-Presbyterian in

doctrine and order, have been introduced into our connexion, in express vio-

lation of many pai-ticular provisions of our constitution and of the entire spirit

of our system; and, therefore, it never was a legitimate pai't of the Presby-

terian Church. Its abrogation destroyed no rights, because none existed under

it; and every lover of the purity and peace of the church will contemplate with

satisfaction the moral courage and Christian fortitude which, under God, has

aroused the friends of truth to the great work of reformation.

It will devolve more naturally on another committee, to prove the Plan of

Union in question to have been utterly repugnant to the constitution, as that

part of the protest to which we are replying is rather against the consequences

flowing from that declaration by the Assembly, than against the legality and

truth of the declaration itself. But, supposing the Assembly to have had good

reasons for declaring the Synod of the Western Reserve not to be a Presby-

terian Synod at all, surely there could no longer be any reason why delegates

from Presbyteries in that Synod should have seats in the Assembly. And
whether the Assembly came wisely or otherwise to the decision as to the true

posture of that Synod, such a decision, when rendered, is thenceforward con-

clusive on all the parties, till changed by the Assembly itself; and mere expres-

sions of opinion, without any thing amounting even to a show of reason, on

the part of those who protest, are sufficiently answered by a corresponding

expression on the part of the Assembly—that it has had abundant reason to

be convinced that its acts in this behalf were not only fully warranted by its

constitutional powers, and amply justified by abundant evidence—but that they

were absolutely necessary to save the church from impending ruin. As many
of the declarations of the signers of the protest, in this part of their case, as

well as in the preceding portions of it, are deprived of all their force by action

of the Assembly subsequent to the writing of their protest, we need only refer

to the resolutions in the case of the Synods of Utica, Geneva, and Genesee,

for an answer to much of their protest in regard to that of the Synod of the

Western Reserve.

And it seems that their whole proceedure shows clearly how unreasonable,

inconvenient, and impracticable it is to suitably protest in regard to business

which has not yet assumed its final shape, and to attempt to fasten on this

Assembly conclusions, which the persons protesting contradict themselves to

reach, and which, if they had exercised only a small degree of patience, would

have been presented to them in a complete and therefore somewhat different

aspect from the regular and necessary progress of the business of the house.

To the objection which is urged against the exercise of the power to close

the debate on this question, it is a sufficient answer, that the General As-

sembly has the power to prescribe its own rules for the ti-ansaction of busi-

ness; that the rule in relation to the previous question was adopted by a ma-

jority, a rule in conformity to that observed by Congress, and in its application

by this General Assembly wrought no injustice to the minority, as a full dis-

cussion was allowed, in which that minority occupied more than half of the

time.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported overture No. 13, viz. va-
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rious overtures to the Assembly on the subject of slavery, and recommended
that the whole subject be laid on the table. The report was adopted, by yeas

and nays, as ibllows, viz.

Yeas—Messrs. Piatt, Leggctt, R. I. Crawford, J. R. Johnston, Frame,
Goldsmith, Burnet, B. M'Dowell, Blauvclt, A. Alexander, Woodhull, Junkin,

Lowe, Dorrance, Green, Latta, Symington, Cuyler, Darrach, Davie, Penny,

Hamilton, Breckinridge, Hickson, M. B. Patterson, Creigh, Long, J. H. Grier,

Hughes, Annan, Ewing, Hervey, Baird, J. W. Johnston, Lowrie, Mitchel,

Hannah, Stratton, Tait, M'Crackin, Van Deman, W. Patterson, M'Combs,
Torrance, Crane, Golladay, James Coc, Marquis, H. Patton, M. S. Smith,

Blythe, Marshall, W. K. Stewart, Chamberlain, Hopkins, C. S.Todd, C. Stu-

art, Irwin, Hendren, Moore, Morrison, J. Alexander, Fitzgerald, Mines, Bax-

ter, Hart, Plumer, Caruthers, M'Queen, Potter, Pharr, Andrews, D. Brown,
Galbraith, Sloss, Leatch, Hodge, James Greer, Ross, Simpson, Thornwell,

J. Witherspoon, Coit, Leland, E. White, Pratt, J. M'Dowell, Morgan, D.

Johnson, Van Court, Brotherton, Banks, N. Smylie.—93.

Nays—Messrs. Southworth, Burnap, Beman, Ostrom, Peters, N. E. John-

son, Schenck, Cheever, Seymour, Woodruff, Murray, A. Miller, Jessup, Grant,

Duffield, Gilbert, Adair, Cleaveland, R. Stuart, Reed, Dickinson, Bushnell,

Clark, Kingsbury, Gould, Graves, Painter, T. Brown.—28.

The Committee of Bills and Overtures reported overture No. 14, viz. the

subject of representation in the General Assembly; recommending that a
special committee be appointed to report an overture to the next General As-

sembly. The report was adopted.

On motion of Dr. Green,

Resolved, That the Trustees of the Theological Seminary at Princeton, be

authorized to draw from the Treasury of the Trustees of the General As-
sembly, the sum of six thousand eight hundred dollars, for the payment of
professors' salaries through the current year.

Mr. Baird, from the committe to write a letter to the churches formed on
the accommodation plan, made a report, which was read and accepted; o»
motion to adopt the report.

Dr. Beman moved that it be laid on the table. This motion was lost.

The motion to adopt the report was lost; and the committee was discharged.

Mr. Breckinridge moved that a committee be appointed to prepare a letter

to be addressed to the four Synods which have been declared by this As-
sembly to be out of the Presbyterian Church, explaining the reasons of the

Assembly for making that declaration.

The motion was adopted ; and Drs. Witherspoon and Leland, and Mr. Gold-

smith, were appointed that committee.

The Assembly took up the report of the Committee on the Western Theo-
logical Seminary; and the report was recommitted to the committee.

Dr. Alexander, from the committee to prepare a pastoral letter to be ad-

dressed to the churches under our care, made a report, which was read and
adopted, and ordered to be printed in the Appendix to the Minutes.

The Assembly took up the Narrative on the State of Religion ; and it was
recommitted to the Committee on the Narrative, together with Messrs. Hen-
dren and Mines.

On motion, the Assembly took up the unfinished business of May 29th,

viz. the appeal of Dr. Wylie, against the Synod of Indiana.

The Moderator reminded the members of their high character as a court of
. Jesus Christ, and the solemn duty in which they are about to act.

After having heard part of the documents read, the farther reading was ar-

rested, and the following resolution was adopted, viz.
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Resolved, That inasmuch as the Synod of Indiana did not take an express?

Vote on sustaining the appeal of J\Ir. Harney, and the sentence on record is

vague and inconsistent with itself, the whole case be remitted to the said Sy-

nod, with an injunction to them to reconsider the same, and pass a definite,

precise, and just sentence.

The Moderator appointed Dr. John M'Dowell, Dr. Cuyler, and Mr. Win-
chester, a committee to prepare an overture to be reported to the next Assem-
bly, in relation to the ratio of representation in the General Assembly.

The Judicial Committee reported the appeal of R. Taylor, against the Synod
of Michigan, which was not put into the hands of the clerk in the constitu-

tional time. The appeal was therefore dismissed.

The Assembly took up the unlinished business of the last Assembly, viz.

the appeal of the Rev. J. C. Harrison, against the Synod of Cincinnati ; and

it was referred to the next General Assembly.

The Judicial Committee reported judicial business, Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8,

9 and 10, which were disposed of as follows, viz.

No. 2. Appeal of Oneida Presbytery, from a decision of the Synod of Utica.

The parties had leave to withdraw their papers.

No. 3. Complaint of members of the Synod of Illinois, against said Synod
in the case of the Rev. William J. Frazer. This complaint was referred to

the next General Assembly.

No. 4. Appeal of Adam Johnston, from a decision of the Presbytery of

Philadelphia. Referred to the next General Assembly.

No. 5. Appeal of Rev. A. G. Morss and others, from decisions of the Se-

cond Presbytery of Philadelphia. Referred to the Synod of Philadelphia.

No. 6. Complaint of the Session of the Church at West Chester, against

the Synod of Philadelphia. Resolved, That the complainants have leave to

withdraw their papers.

No. 7. Complaint of Rev. James Patterson and others, against the Synod
of Philadelphia. Resolved, That the parties have leave to withdraw their

papers.

No. 8. Complaint of the Presbytery of Wilmington, against the Synod of

Philadelphia. Referred to the next General Assembly.

Nos. 9 and 10. Complaints of the Rev. John M. Bear, against the Synod
of Philadelphia. Referred to the next General Assembly.

The Assembly called fo-r reports of committees on Synodical records.

The Committees on the Records of the Synods of New York, Albany, Phi-

ladelphia, Mississippi, Kentucky, Virginia, Alabama, Cincinnati, North Caro-

lina, and Michigan, reported, and the i-ecords were approved.

The Committee on the Records of the Synod of Indiana, reported, and the

records were approved, with the following exceptions, viz. " On page 375,

in the case of a complaint against the decision of a Presbytery, no evidence

appears that the records of the Presbytery were read ; and on page 386, an
elder appeared late in the session, and took his seat without giving satisfac--

tory reasons, or any reasons for tardiness."

The Committee on the Records of the Synod of Pittsburg, reported, and
the records were approved, with the following exception. " On page 166, im--

perfect record in the case of a report of a committee upon the subject of tract

distribution."

The Committees on the Records of the Synods of Illinois, New Jersey, Ohio^

Tennessee, West Tennessee, South Carolina and Georgia, and Missouri, re-

ported, that these records had not been put into their hands, and the commit-
tees were discharged.

On motion, resolved, that the Synods whose records have not been sent up
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to this General Assembly, be specially enjoined to send them up to the next

Assembly.
Adjourned till this afternoon at half past 3 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

THURSDAY afternoon, half past 3 o'clock. The Assembly met, and was

opened with prayer.

Mr. Duffield introduced the following Protest, which was read, accepted,

and ordered to be entered on the minutes, as follows, viz.

PROTEST.;
The undersigned, respectfully present their protest against the act of the

General Assembly, adopting the report of the Committee of Bills and Over-

tures, on so much of the memorial of the convention as relates to eri'oneous

doctrines, and for the following reasons.

We protest, 1. Because of the course pursued by the majority in relation

to this report. Early in the sessions of the Assembly it was announced, that

all the great questions which should claim their attention, and the action on

which would give character to this Assembly, and affect the very integrity

of the Presbyterian Church, were entwined around and involved in the me-

morial of the convention. That memorial presented, as the evil which lay

at the foundation of their solemn testimony, and threatened the very existence

of the church, the prevalence of error. " It is against error," say the memo-
rialists, " that we emphatically bear our testimony—error, not as it may be

freely and openly held by others, in this age and land of absolute religious

freedom, but error held and taught in the Presbyterian Church, preached and
written by persons who profess to receive and adopt our scriptural standards
•—promoted by societies widely operating through our churches—-reduced into

form and openly embraced by almost entire Presbyteries and Synods—fa-

voured by repeated acts of successive Creneral Assemblies, and at last virtually

sanctioned to an alarming extent by the numerous Assembly of 1836." Of
this they said they had "conclusive proof.",'

On Monday, the 22d ultimo, the fourth day of the sessions of the Assembly,
the committee to whom the memorial was referred, presented their report in

relation to these errors, and invited the attention of the Assembly to this sub-

ject, as one of the very first importance, detailing, with one or two verbal

alterations merely, the list of errors condemned by the memorialists, and al-

leged to be rife in the Presbyterian Church. It was moved to amend this list

by introducing into it four other errors, alleged to be held and taught, and
productive of great mischief in the church. At the same time, request was
made for one day's delay, that so grave and important a subject might re-

ceive the calm and sober attention it merited. On all hands, discussion was
allowed to be desirable and necessary ; and the Assembly agreed to make the

subject the order of the day for the next day. When the next day arrived,

however, the Assembly refused to take up the subject, and notwithstanding

frequent attempts were made by the minority to get at the discussion, and the

radical importance of the subject had been alleged, the Assembly uniformly

refused to take it up, till near the close of the sessions, when all discussion and
amendment were instantly prevented by the call for the previous question.

2. We protest, because of the manner in ivhich the rote u'as arrived at.

The amendment offered proposed the condemnation of the lour following er-

rors, of the existence of which in the Presbyterian Church more decisive

proof, in our view, was given by several speakers, than of any reported by
the convention, viz* 1. " That man has no ability of any kind to obey

K
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God's command or do his duty. 2. That ability is not necessary to consti"

tvie obligation. 3. That God may jiirdly command what man has no ability

to perform, andjuHtly condemn himfor the non-performance. 4. That all

the powers of man to perform the duty required of him, have been destroyed

by thefall.''^ The admission of this amendment was opposed.

A motion was made for the postponement of the amendment and doctrinal

discussion till the next day, and argued till the previous question was de-

manded, which, the Moderator decided, would present tlie question of post-

ponement as " the main question ;" and in that form the previous question

was put and carried. But instead of taking up the subject then made the order

of the day for the next day, the majority even afterwards refused to do so,

until the rule for the previous question had been so altered, and the Modei'a-

tor's decision on it so had, that the use of the previous question would cut off

the amendment, and bring up the original list of errors as the main question.

At the close of the session, when it was well known this would be the effect

of the previous question, the report of the committee was taken up, and the

call for the previous question made so immediately as to prevent all discussion

on the amendment thereafter, as well as on the whole list of doctrinal errors^

3. We protest, because of the effect prodvced by the prospect or proba-

bility of obtaining a unanimous condemnation of the errors. During the

short discussion which took place on the amendment, it became obvious, that

there would be a general if not unanimous testimony of the Assembly against

the errors proposed to be condemned. Such a vote would have greatly weak-

ened if not entirely destroyed the allegations of the convention, who affirmed

that they had " conclusive proof" that these errors " are widely disseminated

in the Presbyterian Church." We hoped it would have arrested all the sub-

sequent action of the Assembly, which we feel to have been so disastrous to

the interests af our beloved church. At all events,, its moral effect, as a tes-

timony against error, would have been so great, that had it been the main

and exclusive design of the majority to condemn error, we think it strange

they did not see and appreciate it. We think it strange, too, that instead of

endeavouring to obtain a unanimous vote in the condemnation of error, and

promote peace and harmony, which might have prevented much of what we
believe will be productive of great and lasting injury to the church, the doc-

trinal errors were studiously and with determination kept back from the con-

sideration of the Assembly till nearly all those measures were adopted, which

could only be alleged to be necessary, on supposition of the fact, that there

could be no unanimity or agreement in the condemnation of error.

4. We protest, because of the embarrassing condition in which members

of the minority ivere placed, by the manner in which the majority deter-

mined, finally, to act on the report. The report presented the list of errors,

and proposed that the Assembly testify against them, not as errors, in thesis

but as errors declared by the convention to be rife in the Presbyterian Church.

This, some of the members did not believe. At all events, no proof whatever

was exhibited or offered that such is the fact. Others felt that some of the

errors condemned are erroneous inferences, Avhich have been drawn and

falsely charged by those who do not understand the real sentiments of brethren,

who prefer, in explaining the great doctrines of our confession and of the Word

of God, to speak in the language of common sense, rather than to employ

certain theological technics or tei-ms of scholastic divinity, not found either in

the Bible or in our standards, and which, it is believed, in many instances

make dangerous practical impressions, and contrary both to the truth and to-

the design of those that use them. To have refused, on the one hand, for

these and such like reasons, to condemn these errors, would necessarily, in
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the present agitated state of the public mind, excite suspicions and doubts as

to their soundness in the faith, who did so. Yea, even a non liquet vote, or

dechning to vote altogether, would have the same effect. On the other hand,

to have condemned these errors, without some opportunity afforded in discus-

sion to state their real views, and to disavow their belief of the erroneous in-

ferences drawn from their mode of explaining the doctrines of the standards

in the language of common sense, in preference to that of scholastic theology,

would have subjected them to the charge of insincerity and hypocrisy, of late

so industriously circulated against many estimable men in the Presbyterian

Church. Christian candour, the spirit of brothei'ly love, and the obligation to

do to others as we would have theilr to do to us, we think, should have ren-

dered the majority willing to afford their brethren full opportunity to exhibit

their real views, to correct any misrepresentations, to disavow any false in-

ferences attributed to them as their opinions, and to unite with them in the

condemnation of pernicious error.

5. We protest also, because of the want of discrimination, as we think, in

the statement of the errors; some of which are propositions wholly of a meta-

physical character, and on points by no means clearly and positively settled,

either in our standards or in the sacred Scriptures ; and calculated exceedingly

to perplex and bewilder the great mass of ordinary readers, in finding them
classed with errors essentially at variance with both.

6. We protest further, because of the imperfect character, as we think, of
the testimony given against error, in the report and resolutions adopted.

We think that the dangerous errors brought into view by the amendment,
should have been condemned ; and that it is not sufficient to affirm a propo-

sition to be erroneous without asserting the contrary truth. Such a testimony

in fuU, we were prepared to give, had we been allowed an opportunity.

7.':We protest yet further, because the language of several of the state-

ments, we think, is so ambiguous as to contain different propositions accord-

1

ing to the different legitimate signification of the terms employed in the state- 5
,_

ment, and therefore requiring some explanation, as in specification first, where | "v
it is said, God was not able to prevent the existence of sin. Here, if the words
" not able" be taken in the sense of a want of a mere literal power, we have
one proposition ; but if understood to signify inconsistency with the perfections

of the divine nature generally, we have another totally different ; and so of can
in the thirteenth and cannot in the fourteenth specifications. \ The same is also

true in regard to the term ability in the latter clause of specification ninth.

If by ability be meant endowments, such as constitute the natural capabilities

of a moral and responsible agent, we have one proposition; but if ability be

understood to signify a disposition of mind to will, and to do the good pleasure

of God, we have one wholly diverse. To the list of ambiguities we may add
the term regeneration, in the latter clause of specification twelfth. '. If, in that

place, regeneration be understood to comprehend all the vicissitudes of mind i

which man experiences in the change from a careless sinner to a real Chris- \
\

tian, we shall have a proposition wholly diverse from that which w^e would
have, if we understood the term to mean merely the transformation of a con-

victed and anxious sinner into a true and spiritual Christian, or the translation

from a state of death in trespasses and sins to a state of life; so that several

of these statements may be true or false, error or orthodoxy, just as the terms
that express them may be differently explained. We feel bound to protest

against any doctrinal statements coming from this body, of so ambiguous im-
port, and so adapted, as, we think, without explanation, to perplex and confound,
and not to instruct and edify the churches.

9. We protest, finally, because, in view of all the circumstances of the case,
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we feel that wliilo we were prevented Trom uniting in the final vote with the

majority in their testimonj'- against error, for the reasons above stated, we owe
it to ourselves, to our brethren, to the church, and to the world, to declare

and protest, that it is not because we do, directly or indirectly, hold or coun-

tenance the errors stated. We are \\ iliing to bear our testimony in full against

them, and now do so, when, without misapprehension and liability to have our

vote misconstrued, we avow our real sentiments, and contrast them with the

errors condemned, styling them, as we believe, the true doctrine, in opposi-

tion to the erroneous doctrine condemned, as follows, viz.

First Error. " That God woul^l have prevented the existence of sin in

our world, but was not able, without destroying the moral agency of man;
or, that for aught that appears in the Bible to the contrary, sin is incidental

to any wise moral system."

True Doctrine. God permitted the inti'oduction of sin, not because he

was unable to prevent it, consistently with the moral freedom of his creatures,

but for wise and benevolent reasons which he has not revealed.

Second Error. " That election to eternal life is founded on a foresight

of faith and obedience."

True Doctrine. Election to eternal life is not founded on a foresight of
faith and obedience, but is a sovereign act of God's mercy, whereby, accord-

ing to the counsel of his own wall, he has chosen some to salvation ; " yet so

as thereby neither is violence offered to the wall of the creatures, nor is the

liberty or contingency of second causes taken away, but rather established;"

nor does this gracious purpose ever take effect independently of faith and a
holy life.

Third Error. " That we have no more to do with the first sin of Adam
than with the sins of any other parent."

True Doctrine. By a divine constitution, Adam was so the head and
;representative of the race, that, as a consequence of his transgression, all man-
kind become moi-ally corrupt, and liable to death, temporal and eternal.

Fourth Error. " That infants come into the world as free from moral
defilement as was Adam when he was created."

True Doctrine. Adam was created in the image of God, endowed with

knowledge, righteousness, and true holiness. Infants come into the world,

-not only destitute of these, but with a nature inclined to evil and only evil.

Fifth Error. " That infants sustain the same relation to the moral gov-

.ernment of God, in this world, as brute animals, and that their sufferings and
,<leath are to be accounted for on the same principles as those of brutes, and
not by any means to be considered as penal."

True Doctrine. Brute animals sustain no such relation to the moral
government of God as does the human family. Infants are a part of the hu-

man family; and their sufferings and death are to be accounted for, on the

ground of their being involved in the general moral ruin of the race induced

by the apostacy.

Sixth Error. " That there is no other original sin than the fact, that all

the posterity of Adam, though by natufe innocent, will always begin to sin

when they begin to exercise moral agency ; that original sin does not include

a sinful bias of the human mind, and a just exposure to penal suffering; and
that there is no evidence in Scripture, that infants, in order to salvation, do
need redemption by the blood of Christ, and regeneration by the Holy Ghost."

True Doctrine. Original sin is a natural bias to evil, resulting from the

first apostacy, leading invariably and certainly to actual transgression. And
all infants, as well as adults, in order to be saved, need redemption by the

blood of Christ, and regeneration by the Holy Ghost.
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Seventh Error. "That the doctrine of imputation, whether of the guilt

of Adam's sin, or of the righteousness of Christ, has no foundation in the Word
of God, and is both unjusi and absurd."

True Doctrine. The sin of Adam is not imputed to his posterity in the

sense of a literal transfer of personal qualities, acts, and demerit; but by rea-

son of the sin of Adam, in his peculiar relation, the race are treated as if they

had sinned. • Nor is the righteousness of Christ imputed to his people in the

sense of a literal transler of personal qualities, acts, and merit; but by reason

of his righteousness, in his peculiar relation, they are treated as if they were

righteous.

Eighth Error. " That the sufferings and death of Christ were not truly

vicarious and penal, but symbolical, governmental, and instructive only."

True Doctrine. The sufferings and death of Christ were not symbolical,

governmental, and instructive only, but were truly vicarious, i. e..a substitute

for the punishment due to transgressors. And while Christ did not suffer the

literal penalty of the law, involving remorse of conscience and the pains of

hell, he did offer a sacrifice which, infinite wisdom saw to be a full equivalent.

And by virtue of this atonement, overtures of mercy arc sincerely made to

the race, and salvation secured to all who believe.

Ninth Error. " That the impenitent sinner is by nature, and indepen-

dently of the renewing influence or almighty energy of the Holy Spirit, in full

possession of all the ability necessary t© a full compliance with all the com-
mands of God."
True Doctrine. While sinners have all the faculties necessary to a per-

fect moral agency and a just accountability, such is their love of sin and op-

position to God and his law, that, independently of the renewing influence or

almighty energy of the Holy Spirit, they never will comply with the commands
of God.
Tenth Error. " That Christ does not intercede for the elect until after

their regeneration."

True Doctrine. The intercession of Christ for the elect is previous as

well as subsequent to their regeneration, as appears from the following Scrip-

ture, viz. " I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me,
for they are thine. Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which
shall believe on me through their word."

Eleventh Error. " That saving faith is not an effect of the operations

of the Holy Spirit, but a mere rational belief of the truth or assent to the word
of God."

True Doctrine. Saving faith is an intelligent and cordial assent to the

testimony of God concerning his Son, implying reliance on Christ alone for

pardon and eternal life ; and in all cases it is an effect of the special operations

of the Holy Spirit.

Twelfth Error. " That regeneration is the act of the sinner himself,

and that it consists in change of his governing purpose, which he himself

must produce, and which is the result, not of any direct influence of the Holy
Spirit on the heart, but chiefly of a persuasive exhibition of the truth, analo-

gous to the influence which one man exerts over the mind of another ; or that

regeneration is not an instantaneous act, but a progressive work."
True Doctrine. Regeneration is a radical change of heart, produced by

the special operations of the Holy Spirit, " determining the sinner to that which
is good," and is in all cases instantaneous.

Thirteenth Error. " That God has done all that he can do for the sal-

vation of all men, and that man himself must do the rest."

True Doctrine. While repentance for sin and faith in Christ are indis-
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pensable to salvation, all who are saved are indebted from first to last to the

grace and Spirit of God. And the reason that God does not save all, is not

that he wants the power to do it, but that in his wisdom he does not see fit to

exert that power further than he tictually does.

Fourteenth Error. " That God cannot exert such influence on the

minds of men, as shall make it certain that they will choose and act in a par-

ticular manner, without impairing their moral agency." .

True Doctrine. While the liberty of the will is not impaired, nor the

established connexion betwixt means and end broken by any action of God
on the mind, he can influence it according to his pleasure, and does effec-

tually determine it to good in all cases of ti'ue conversion.

Fifteenth Error. " That the righteousness of Christ is not the sole

ground of the sinner's acceptance with God; and that in no sense does the

righteousness of Christ become ours."

True Doctrine. All believers are justified, not on the ground of personal

merit, but solely on the ground of the obedience and death, or, in other words,

the righteousness of Christ. And while that righteousness does not become
theirs, in the sense of a literal transfer of personal qualities and merit

;
yet,

from respect to it, God can and does treat them as if they were righteous.

Sixteenth Error. " That the reason why some differ from others in

regard to their reception of the Gospel is, that they make themselves to differ."

True Doctrine. While all such as reject the Gospel of Christ do it, not

by coercion but freely—and all who embrace it do it, not by coercion but

freely—the reason why some differ from others is, that God has made them
to differ.

Philadelphia, June 8th, 1837.

George Duffield, E. W. Gilbert, Thomas Brown, Bliss Burnap, N.
S. S. Beman, E. Cheever, E. Seymour, George Painter, F. W.
Graves, Obadiah Woodruff, N. C. Clark, Robert Stuart, Nahum
Gould, Absalom Peters, Alexander Campbell.

ANSWER.
Mr. Plumer offered the following resolutions, which were adopted, viz.

1. Resolved, That the paper just offered, purporting to be a protest, though

it contains several important mis-statements of facts, and much extraneous

matter, be admitted to record without answer ; the lateness of the period at

which it is offered rendering it inconvenient to answer it, and the character of

the paper i-endering another disposition of it proper and necessary.

2. Resolved, That duly certified copies of this paper be sent to the re-

spective Presbyteries to which the signers of the protest belong, calling their

attention to the developments of theological views contained in it, and enjoin-

ing on them to inquire into the soundness of the faith of those who have ven-

tured to make so strange avowals as some of these are.

Dr. Beman moved, that the attention of all the Presbyteries be directed to

this protest.

The motion was lost.

Mr. Duffield introduced the following Protest, which was read, accepted,

and ordered to be entered upon the minutes, as follows, viz.

PROTEST.

The undersigned, members of the General Assembly, present the following

protest- against the resolutions of the Assembly, by which the Third Presby-

tery of Philadelphia has been dissolved, and for the following reasons.
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1. Because the said resolutions are contrary to the acts of several successive

General Assemblies, by which said Presbytery was, as we believe, constitu^

tionally created, and has been sustained. This Presbytery was formed by the

General Assembly of 1832—^justly said to have been one of the ablest As-

semblies that ever set in this city—and that, too, after long, full, and able

discussion, as to the constitutionality of creating it, the Assembly having

deemed it the only effectual and constitutional way of suppressing the pro-

tracted and painful disputes among brethren in the Presbytery of Philadelphia.

Nor was this done until the Synod had refused to, take steps for the division

of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, as directed by the Assembly of 1831, and
the case had been brought up to the Assembly by complaint and petition, and
by the reference of the Synod. Subsequently, this Presbytery having been

dissolved by the Synod of Philadelphia, was restored by the Assembly in

1834. In 1836, the Assembly assigned geographical limits to this Presby-

tery, in the belief and with the general understanding, that it was to terminate

the dispute in relation to its alleged unconstitutional existence, on the ground
of elective affinity. Here it was hoped this Presbytery would have been per-

mitted to pursue their labours without further molestation. We therefore re-

gard it as not only doing injury to the Presbytery, but as being contrary to

the repeatedly expressed decisions of the collected wisdom of the whole church,

and utterly subversive of all stability in our government, when the case had
been fairly before them and fully discussed, again to disturb the organization

of this Presbytery and agitate the churches of this city.

2. We protest against the dissolution of this Pi-esbytery, on the ground of
its having been originally a mere elective affinity body, for this principle has
been recognised and acted upon by the Presbyterian Church in this country
for nearly a century, as a means of terminating painful disputes among bre-

thren of the same Presbytery. It is a thing of frequent occurrence, to allow a
minister unpleasantly situated, either from local circumstances or otherwise,

to withdraw and connect himself with another Presbytery.

3. Because the objections urged against the existence of this Presbytery,

on the ground of its alleged defective geographical limits, are wholly without

foundation, inasmuch as the geographical boundaries are completely and
throughout its whole extent accurately defined, so that its future operations

are restricted within limits much more distinctly defined than either of the two
other Presbyteries in this city.

4. We protest against the resolution, because of its unconstitutionality, in-

asmuch as the Presbytery has been dissolved without being accused, cited,

tried, or condemned, and that too without any opportunity of defence, and in

a manner as sudden and unexpected, as it has been in our apprehension con-
trary to justice and right ; and inasmuch as it may have the effect to exclude
from the Presbyterian Church some of its ministers in good standing, without
the benefit of those forms of justice which our book of discipline provides,

shall be respected in all processes affecting the reputation of ministers, and
guaranties to all.

5. Because the resolution was passed after four Synods had been cut off,

thus taking fifty-one commissioners from the floor of the Assembly, and thus

dismembering the body, which we feel to be the more grievous, because, had
the thing been attempted before such dismemberment, it could not have been
carried.

6. We protest, finally, because of the contentions which we fear it will ex-

cite again in this city, and which we had hoped had happily ceased. The
Presbytery was at peace and peacefully pursuing its course. Its plans of use-

fulness have thus been broken up. Its way is embarrassed. The churches
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under its care are thrown into perplexity and confusion, and in our appre-

hension serious injury will be inflicted on the interests of religion in this city^

Philadelphia, June 8th, 1837.

John P. Cleaveland, William Jessup, Robert Stuart, Frederick W.
Graves, James I. Ostrom, E. W. Gilbert, E. Seymour, Ambrose
White, George Painter, John L. Grant, N. C. Clark, E. Cheever,

Bliss Burnap, George Duffield, T.D. Southworth, Thomas Brown,
Burr Bradley, N. S. S. Beman, Alexander Campbell, John Mines,

Absalom Peters, Jacob Paris, Samuel Reed, Wilfred Hall, Adam
Miller.

ANSWER.
Mr. Plumer offered the following resolution, which was adopted, viz.

Resolved, That the protest respecting the dissolution of the Third Presbytery

of Philadelphia, is sufficiently answered by stating that the reasonings which
it contains are foreign from the grounds on which the question was decided j

that the evidence before this Assembly, establishing the evil effects of the ex-

istence of this Presbytery, is ample ; that the principle on which it was formed,

and on which it has existed up to this time, viz. that of elective affinity, is

now on all hands admitted to be unconstitutional ; and lastly, that beirig ori-

ginally formed by the Assembly, none can question the right of that body to

dissolve it, whenever its continued existence is found to be injurious to truth

and charity.

Mr. Jessup, from the committee on the report of the Trustees of the General

Assembly, made a report, recommending that the report be approved and
printed in the Appendix to the Minutes. The report was adopted.

The committee on the report of the Directors of the Western Theological

Seminary, made a report, recommending the adoption of the two following

resolutions, viz.

1. Resolved, That the report of the Board of Directors be approved, and

printed in the Appendix to the Minutes.

2. Resolved, That the sum of five thousand dollars be appropriated by this

General Assembly, for the different purposes of the Seminary, the current year.

The report was adopted.

Dr. Green, from the committee to answer the protest against the resolutions

respecting the American Home Missionary Society, and the American Edu-
cation Society, made a report, recommending that the Protest be entered on
the minutes, accompanied with the answer. The I'eport was read, and the

Protest and the Answer were ordered to be entered on the minutes, and are

as follows, viz.

PROTEST.
The undersigned, members of the General Assembly, deem it their duty

respectfully to protest against a decision of the Assembly of June 2d, relating

to the American Home Missionary Society, and the American Education So-

ciety, and for the following reasons

:

1. For many years these societies have existed and operated in our
churches under the sanction of the Assembly. Fostered by our judicatories

and members in every quarter, they have grown steadily from the weakness
of infancy to the size and vigour of manhood. They have fixed themselves
In the confidence and affections of a great multitude, and become most exten-

sively organs of action in two great departments of Christian benevolence.

We think the Assembly to be justified in now assuming an attitude of open
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hostility, ought to have very weighty reasons; and we do not beheve that any-
such reasons exist. That these societies are corrupt, either in principle or

management, so as to endanger the Presbyterian Church, there has not in our
judgment been produced the shadow of evidence. On the otjier hand, we be-

lieve their designs to be pure, their management wise, and their influence im-

mensely good in enlarging our church, and strengthening the cause of truth

and holiness; and that therefore the'ir operations ought to receive the continued

encouragement of this Assembly.

5J. Said decision is regarded as interfering with the right of every indi-

vidval in our church to adopt his own loay of doing good. We know it

does not stand in the form of positive prohibition. It is, nevertheless, an ex-

pression of decided disapprobation. And it will be understood by many, we
doubt not, as more than intimating, that for any inferior judicatories, ministers,

elders^ or private members to encourage those societies, will be an ecclesias-

tical offence. And multitudes must either lie under odium in view of a portion

of the church, or abandon two of the most important enterprises of the age,

or else aid them in a form which does not accord with their choice and their

deliberate convictions of duty. We regard the resolution as oppressive. We
claim it as the right of every judicatory, officer, and private individual in the

church, to select objects of benevolence, and to determine the channel in which
that benevolence shall flow. And we solemnly protest against any act of the

Assembly, whose influence must go to abridge this liberty. And which, we
think, must be seen to be the act referred to.

3. We protest against the decision, because of its injurious bearing on a
multitude of ministers, churches, and young men preparingfor the sacred

office. More than four hundred ambassadors of Christ, within our bounds,

depend on one of these societies for a part of their support. Many more than

this number of churches depend on the same society for the stated ordinances

of the gospel. And scores of youth, struggling for the ministry, are looking

to the other society for the means of going forward. It is the tendency and
may be the effect of this resolution, to keep back youth of promise from the

holy office—-to divert the ministry from its proper work, and push it into se-

cular occupations for the means of living—to break up pastoral relations

—

and take the bread of life from many an infant church in the new settlements

of our country. We think it cannot with any propriety be said, that these

ministers and churches and young men may look to other sources for aid.

What security is there that the necessary aid will be afforded? and if afforded,

that it would come from a source and in a way equally grateful to their feel-

ings l

4. We protest against the resolution, as adapted to embarrass two of the

greatest enterprises of the age and world. A pious and able ministry is vital

to the existence of our country and the salvation of the human race. To pro-

vide such a ministry for our land and the whole earth, is the aim of these

institutions. In prosecution of this aim, they have already accomplished much.
Many of the brightest lights of the church at home and abroad, and many of

its brightest triumphs, are fruits of their labours. If unobstructed in their

operations, they must rapidly advance in efficiency; and in our judgment they

I)romise infinite blessings to the nation and to all mankind. We think that

institutions of such generous aim, and such achievements, and at such a time

as this, ought to have some very great and obvious imperfe ;tion in organiza-

tion or management, to justif)-^ any act calculated to impair public confidence,

and cripple their efforts, and limit their usefulness. Such imperfection in these

societies we cannot discern. And while our older as well as new settlements

L
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are filled with feeble churches and wide moral wastes, and whole empires arer

sunk in pagan abominations and hopelessness, we cannot look at the late action

of the Assembly touching these institutions, without deep pain, nor suffer it

to pass without kind but decided remonstrance.

5. We protest against the resolution referred to, because founded, as we
believe, on misapprehension as to the responsibility of said societies. Their

funds are all the free-will offerings of the Christian public. Their officers are

all elected annually by the members of the societies. Their operations are

all subject to the strictest review. Their beneficiaries, before admitted to pa-

tronage, are recommended and examined by committees entitled to confidence,

and scattered all over the land. Their ministers in the field are members of

our own ecclesiastical bodies, or of others in correspondence with us, by the

very terms of their appointment, giving all the security for sound orthodoxy

and ecclesiastical order which the constitution of the church affords. And we
cannot discern any possible hazard arising from lack of responsibility. In-

deed, we believe that in all respects the responsibility is equally perfect with

that of the two boards of the Assembly, and much more direct and unembar-

rassed ; and at the same time, all history lifts its voice against a concentration

of pecuniary power and ecclesiastical judicatories or church courts. The im-

mediate management of all such institutions must of necessity rest with a few,

and the responsibility and incidental influence of the officers be great. But

in this land of intelligence and wakeful jealousy, as to civil and religious

rights, there can in our judgment be no reasonable apprehension from these

institutions.

For these reasons, we think the act referred to not only unnecessary, inju-

rious, and unjust, so far as relates to the institutions concerned, but a perma-

nent reproach to the Presbyterian Church, in view of other churches in our

own country and throughout the world. And therefore we desire to record on
the minutes of the Assembly our solemn protest against it.

June bth, 1837.

Absalom Peters, J. W. M'Cullough, E. Seymour, N. S. S. Beman,
John L. Grant, Baxter Dickinson, Thomas M'Auley, John P.

Cleaveland, E. W. Gilbert, Robert Stuart, Philip C. Hay, George
Duffield, Timothy Stillman, John B. Richardson, S. W. May,.

James I. Ostrom, R. Campbell, E. Cheever, Obadiah Woodruff,

Adam Miller, William Jessup, James R. Gibson, Daniel Sayre,

Ambrose White, Wilfred Hall, Jacob Paris, Alexander Campbell,,

John S. Martin, Ira M. Wead, Samuel Reed, Bennet Roberts, P.

W. Warriner, B. Dolbear, Horace Bushnell, S. Benjamin, Burr
Bradley, Nathaniel C.Clark, Nahum Gould, Frederick W. Graves,
W. C. Wisner, George Painter, Thomas Brown, F. A. M'Corkle,,

Ephraim Cutler, John M'Sween, Dewey Whitney, Fiwin Holt,

Enoch Kingsbury, Calvin Cutler, Bliss Burnap, T. D. Southworth,

Darius O. Griswold, David Porter, Jonathan Cone, Zina Whit-

tlesey, Marcus Smith, Horace Hunt, VVilliam B. Stow, Ira Petti-

bone, Ammi Doubleday, William Roy, Thomas Lounsbury, John
Gridley, Abner HoUister, Washington Thatcher, H. S. Walbridge,

Silas West, John M. Rowland, George E. Delavan, Fayette Ship-

herd, E. M. Gregory, George Spalding, Solomon Stevens, Henry
Brewster, Merit Harmon, Felix Tracy, J. B. Preston, John M.
Cunningham, John Crawford, James Carnahan, John Leonard^

Jacob Gideon, James W. Phillips.
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ANSWER.

In answer to the above protest against the resolution of the Assembly
which declares that " the organization and operation of the so called Ameri-

can Home Missionary Society, and American Education Society, and its

branches, of whatever name, are exceedingly injurious to the peace and
purity of the Presbyterian Church,"—and which also recommends that " they

should cease to operate within any of our churches," the Assembly replies,

that ihe first reason of the protest, viz. that " for many years these societies

have existed and operated in our churches, under the sanction of the Assem-
bly," furnishes no ground why that sanction should any longer be afforded

to them, if the Assembly be satisfied that their action upon the true interests

of the Presbyterian Church is highly injurious. On the contrary, it was the

duty of the Assembly to hasten as soon as it could to repair, as far as possi-

ble, the serious evils which have resulted from its former mistakes upon this

point. Of the existence of these evils, tlie Assembly has had sufficient evi-

dence before it to justify fully the expression of disapproval conveyed in the

resolution complained of The organization of these institutions is defective,

and their managevient has been such as to awaken many and just apprehen-

sions that they are designed, upon the part of some, to break down our own
Boards, and to introduce and propagate opinions at war with the standards of

our church. The recorded sentiments of" the principal oi'gan of one of these

institutions, the American Home Missionary Society, show that the existence

of our own Board of Missions is considered incompatible with the action of
the voluntary society,—and that such is still the opinion of the advocates of
the latter society, is manifest from the deliberate attempt made by them, dur-

ing the last Assembly, to revolutionize or cripple the action of our own Board'
by introducing into it men known to be hostile to its existence.

Second. In reply to the second reason, viz. that " said decision is regarded
as interfering with the right of every individual in our church to adopt his

own way of doing good," the Assembly denies any such inference. They
regard their resolution simply as the expression of their collective opinion

upon a subject of great practical moment, coupled with an earnest recom-
mendation to the above associations to withdraw from operating in the

churches of our denomination. If the General Assembly be as the constitu-

tion makes it, " the bond of union, peace, correspondence, and mutual confi-

dence among all our churches," surely it not only has a right, but is hound
to recommend to the churches what will promote " union, peace, and mutual
confidence," and remove the contrary evils. If freed from foreign inter-

ference, the Assembly believes that the churches would find no difficulty

whatever in contributing to the two great departments of missions and edu-

cation, through the medium of the long established, safe, and efficient organi-

zations of the church. Nor can they conceive any reason why Presbyterians

should hesitate to do this—as soon as they contrast the principles and modes
of action of the responsible and irresponsible organizations. The Assembly
have no inclination to dictate to any individual—how he shall give, or what
amount he shall give—but would earnestly recommend to all to give wisely,

and in such manner as to sustain and not undermine the church with which
they have entered into covenant.

Third. To the third reason, they reply in affirmation to the questions of the

protestants themselves—" the necessary aid will be afforded :" and, if af-

forded, the Assembly can see no reason why the aid furnished by the church
to its ministers, feeble congregations, and youth, should be considered as
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coniiiig " iVoni a source or in a way" less "grateful to their feelings," than

the aid which comes trom any other hands.

That man can have no very strong predilections for his own church, who,
rather than receive aid from it, would apply to a society that professed to

belong to no denomination in porticular, and that has never to this day given

any pledge to the church what system of doctrine it will maintain.

It is insinuated by the signers of the protest that the " wa?/" in which the

Board of Education afibrds aid to its candidates, will be less grateful to their

feelings than the way in which it is given by the American Education So-

ciety. Their way is one of our most serious objections to the whole system,

viz. requiring of the young men bonds to refund all they have received, in a

short time afler entering the ministry.

Above all other men, ministers, and candidates for the ministry, should

shrink with horror from the idea of contracting a debt without any visible

resources to meet it.

We object most solemnly to a system which subjects so large a portion of

the ministry of our church to the control of a power without the church.

The system of our own Board binds our young ministers only in the bonds

of gratitude. If any one chooses to consider what he receives as a loan, and
God puts in his power afterwards to furnish an equal sum to aid others, it

will be to his honour that he has done it freely, but if otherwise, he will never

be compelled so to shape his course in the ministry as may best enable him
to raise money to pay a debt under which he groans, being burdened; nor

will he find the proverb exemplified in himself, " the borrower is servant to

the lender."

Fourth. To the fourth reason of the protest, the Assembly replies, that it

would seem as if the signers of that protest supposed, that the object of the

resolution was to overthrow the great enterprises of benevolence, domestic

missions, and education : whereas, the action of the Assembly respects alto-

gether the mode of conducting those enterprises. It is hoped, and believed,

that this Assembly will not be behind the protesters in this case, in zeal for

the spread of divine truth. But they desire that in carrying on these great

enterprises, the churches may not be misled to adopt a system of action which
may be perverted to the spread of error. To those who are so anxious for

the advancement of truth, as we have received it, in the standards of our be-

loved church, we earnestly recommend the authorized and responsible agen-

cies of the church. If they were once delivered from the ceaseless efforts

which have been made to cripple their efficiency, impair their character, and
withdraw from them the contributions of our own churches,—why, may they

not afford a delightful channel for the benevolence of all who love the Pres-

byterian name?
Fifth. The last reason of the protest is, that the resolution of the Assembly

is founded upon misapprehension of the responsibility of said societies. To
this it is replied, that societies, organized as these are, rarely exercise any con-

trol, but leave the management entirely to those who are appointed for that

purpose ; and in the election of officers, those nominated by the secretary or

the officers for the time being, are uniformly elected, and it would be deemed
a breach of decorum for any one to make a different nomination. The only

control, therefore, that individuals or even communities can exercise, is to

withhold their contributions ; but they must do this silently, or they will be

held up as the enemies of these great schemes of benevolence, as is clearly

exemplified in the above protest, in regard to this Assembly.

It is admitted that their funds are, in some sense, the free-will offerings of
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the churches ; but efforts are continually making by the agents and friends of

these societies, to divert the bonelactions of our own churches from the chan-

nels which the church has made for them. Our own Hoards are excluded,

almost uniformly, irom all the churches where these societies gain admittance;

and it is not doubted that they di;sire the exclusion of our Board ; for they

admit that the operation of two similar institutions in the same field, is an
evil; and to whom are they responsible lor all this? Individuals may cease

to contribute to their funds, that is all. When a large convention was held

in Cincinnati, in which a great portion of the Presbyteries in the Valley of the

Mississip[)i was represented, and it was voted, by an overwhelming majority,

that it was expedient our domestic missions should be conducted by our own
Board, did the American Home Missionary Society acknow ledge any right

in the representatives of these Presbyteries to control their operations'.' The
subsequent history of the contentions and strifes in that region, growing out

of the rival action of those two institutions, affords a mournful comment on

their irresponsible character.

The protestants say—in regard to these societies—" their operations are

all subject to the strictest review." Review ! By whom ? By the Presbyte-

rian Church? Some of us have sought in vain, in their published documents,

for satisfactory evidence that they were managed with propriety. But how
should an institution, which has the centre of its operations in New Eng-
land, hold itself responsible to the Presbyterian Church ? But, in regard to

our own Board of Education, the Assembly has required it to submit tor the

inspection of its members, a detailed account of its candidates by name

—

their places of study, amount received, &c., &c., and they were bound to

obey; for had they refused obedience, the Assembly might at once have dis-

solved them. Does the American Education Society, or any of its branches,

feel responsibilities like these?

But these societies, from the very nature of their org9,nization, are not Pres-

byterian institutions, while our own Boards are strictly so. The American
Home Missionary Society is composed of various denominations of Christians,

and the American Education Society educates professedly Arminians as well

as Calvinists—for it aids Methodists, Cumberland Presbyterians, and Luthe-

rans, and yet the protestants talk of " giving all the security for sound ortho-

doxy and ecclesiastical order, which the constitution of the church affords."

Surely they do not mean that it is Presbyterian orthodoxy and order.

Moreover, they sustain beneficiaries at Oberlin, and Yale, and other theo-

logical institutions, where doctrines are taught diametrically opposed to our

standards, and where is their responsibility to the Presbyterian Church? Cer-

tainly they do not acknowledge themselves responsible to this Assembly. Their

friends in the above protest expressly deny this responsibility in their second

reason, viz. that the action of this Assembly " is regarded as interfering with

the right of every individual in our church to adopt his own way of doing

good." Therefore, no matter how they abuse the liberty and the recommen-
dations given them, the Asserably have no right to watch over the churches,

and warn them of danger, and point out to them a more safe channel through

which their bounty may flow to bless those who are ready to perish. This

may be viewed as their own denial of responsibility to this body, for the first

signature is that of the Corresponding Secretary of the American Home Mis-

sionary Society. But although this Assembly cannot reach them as it can its

own boards, it holds them responsible, and warns the churches of the danger
of countenancing them.

We are aware that there is danger both to church and state from large



494

moneyed institutions, but this surely does not prove that both church and state

should refuse to countenance the establishment of all institutions which require

funds for their support. With the exception of a small fund raised many years

ago for missionary purposes, our boards expect to have no permanent funds,

but spend from year to year what the church intrusts them with. But the

American Education Society has permanent funds, as we understand, which

are continually increasing by this refunding system as' well as by donations;

and the calculations of this increase, made by tkemselves^ are truly alarming.

But they are the very same kind of men, ministers and elders, who manage the

pecuniary affairs both of voluntary associations and ecclesiastical boards, and

sometimes the very same individuals. Is there no danger to the church when
they are setting as a board of managers, but certain ruin when they come to-

gether as rulers in the house of God? The General Assembly, however, as

an ecclesiastical body, do not manage the education and missionary funds,

but simply appoint persons to do it; and certainly they are as competent

to do this as any promiscuous assembly by which a board of managers is

elected.

In answer to a request of the Stated Clerk, for direction in making out

the General Statistical Table, for the current year, the Assembly ordered that

he should insert in that table, the statistics in his hands for the past year, of

those judicatories that have been declared by the General Assembly to be no

longer parts of the Presbyterian Church, and to insert a marginal note to

this effect ; and that hereafter the statistics of those judicatories will not ap-

pear in the general table published by the General Assembly.

Resolved, That the Stated Clerk be authorized to sell copies of the printed

Minutes, at fitly cents each.

Mr. Breckinridge, from the committee to prepare a letter to be addressed to

all the churches of Jesus Christ, throughout the earth, made a report, which

was read, accepted, adopted, and ordered to be printed in the Appendix to the

Minutes, by yeas and nays, as follows, viz.

Yeas—Messrs. Piatt, Leggett, R. I. Crawford, J. R. Johnson, Frame, Gold-

smith, Potts, Murray, B. M'Dowell, A. Alexander, William Wilson, Wood-
hull, Junkin, Lowe, Dorrance, Green, Latta, Symington, Cuyler, Darrach,

Davie, Penny, Hamilton, Breckinridge, Hickson, M. B. Patterson, Creigh,

FuUerton, Williamson, Long, J. H. Grier, Hughes, Annan, Hervey, Slagle,

Baird, J. W. Johnston, Lowrie, Plannah, Stratton, Adair, Tait, M'Crackin,

Van Deman, W. Patterson, M'Combs, Torrance, Crane, J. Coe, Marquis, H.
Patton, Blythe, Marshall, Stafford, W. K. Stewart, Chamberlain, Hopkins, C.

S. Todd, Irwin, Hendren, Moore, Morrison, Alexander, Fitzgerald, Baxter,

Plumer, M'Queen, Potter, Pharr, Andrews, D. Brown, Galbraith, Sloss, Leatch,

Hodge, Ross, Simpson, Thornwell, J. Witherspoon, Coit, Leland, E. White,

Pratt, J. M'Dowell, T. S. Witherspoon, N. R. Morgan, D. Johnson, Banks,

J. Smylie, N. Smylie.—90.
Nays—Messrs. Southworth, Burnap, Beman, Ostrom, Peters, Johnson,

Schenck, Cheever, Seymour, Woodruff, A. Miller, Jessup, Grant, A. W^hite,

Duffield, Hall, Gilbert, Faris, A. Campbell, Cleaveland, R. Stuart, Reed, Bush-

nell, Bradley, Clark, Gould, Graves, Painter, T. Brown.—29.

On motion, Resolved, That the Circular Epistle, adopted by this Assembly,

and the Pastoral Letter to the churches under iheir care, be printed in pamphlet

form, in such number of copies as shall be judged to be proper by the Mode-
rator and the Stated and Permanent Clerks of this house.

Bills were presented for contingent expenses, viz.
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For services of Permanent Clerk and Janitors, printing and station-

ary, .amounting to 8128 02

For the use of the Seventh Church, for the sessions of the Assembly, 100 00

$228 02

The Trustees were directed to pay the above bills, amounting to $ 228 02.

Dr. Beman introduced the following protest, which was read, accepted, and

ordered to be entered on the minutes, viz.

PROTEST.
The undersigned, members of the General Assembly, enter their solemn

and decided protest against the act of the Assembly, by which the Synods of

Utica, Geneva, and Genesee have been declared to be out of the ecclesiastical

connexion of the Presbyterian Church.

For this protest we assign, before the church and its great Head, the fol-

lowing reasons.

1. The resolutions of the Assembly declare the " Plan of Union," with the

General Association of Connecticut, to have been unconstitutional ; and assign

the abrogation of that Plan as a leading reason for declaring these Synods

out of our connexion ; whereas, in the estimation of the undersigned, not a

single provision of the constitution was violated by that Plan.

2. It appears to the undersigned, that even if the Plan of Union had been

unconstitutional, that its abrogation could not annul the solemn compacts

which were ratified by this Plan between the General Assembly and the Ge-

neral Association, as contracting parties in that Plan.

3. Least of all, in the estimation of the undersigned, could the abrogation

of the Plan of Union interfere with the constitutional existence of whole Sy-

nods; for such Synods could not, in the nature of the case, be
^'^
formed ayid

attached to this body under and in execution of said Plan" as declared in

the resolutions. The only connexion which Synods could have with this Plan,

was to permit churches of a peculiar organization to be attached to the Pres-

byteries under their care, and this was done in the Synods of Utica, Geneva,

and Genesee, by successive acts of the Assembly.

4. The resolutions charge these Synods with ^^ gross disorders," in direct

violation of the principles of the constitution and the rules adopted by the

Assembly.
5. The resolutions assert, " that even the Plan of Union itself was never

consistently carried into effect by those professing to act under it," and that

this fact was " made clear to us," while not a particle of evidence to this effect

was exhibited.

6. The charge of heresy is strongly implied, and that too in no doubtful

terms, in the fourth resolution, against the great body of churches and minis-

ters in these three Synods. Not more than " one or two Presbyteries," of all

the number embraced in these Synods, are represented as " strictly Presby-

terian in doctrine and order." This virtual charge of heresy against the

remainder, is a violation of the constitution, which is intended to protect minis-

terial character. (Book of Discipline.)

7. The whole matter embraced in these resolutions, was, by a vote of the

Assembly, in the hands of a committee : and the Synods were declared out

of our connexion before the committee had reported to the house.

8. The undersigned deem this act a dismemberment of the Presbyterian

Church; and adapted in its character and effects to produce disorganization

and ruin in our beloved Zion.
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9. We add that these Synods were regularly constituted before the adop*

tion of the constitution of the Presbyterian Church, in its present form, and

their Presbyteries joined in its adoption ; and these Synods have contributed

largely to the funds of the Presbyterian Church.

10. The Assembly admitted, while the resolutions were under discussion,

various accusations to be stated against these Sjnods, while they were not on

trial, and could, in the nature of the case, have no opportunity for defence.

Lastly. We further protest against this act, because it was done after one

whole Synod had been unconstitutionally declared out of our church, and

were deprived of a vote in the case ; and this act must consequently be null

and void.

David Porter, Nathan S. S. Beman, William Jessup, James W.
Phillips, John P. Cleaveland, Baxter Dickinson, Thomas Brown, E-

W. Gilbert, F. W. Graves, Robert Stuart, Absalom Peters, Jona-

than Cone, Burr Bradley, Samuel W. May, E. Seymour, H. Bush-

nell, Solomon Stevens, Daniel Sayre, Adam Miller, John Crawford,

J. W. Cunningham, N. E. Johnson, John Leonard, Nahum Gould,

Wilfred Hall, Nathaniel C. Clark, Jacob Paris, Ambrose White,

Tertius D. Southworth, George Duffield, Bliss Burnap, J. W. M'Cul-

lough, D. O. Griswold, E. Cheever, Obadiah Woodruff.

, ANSWER.

Mr. Plumer offered the following resolution, which was adopted, viz.

Resolved, That the protest just offered, contains no mis-statement, reason-

ing, or principle, which has not been fully and fairly met and answered in the

answers to other protests against votes of this house ; and, therefore, for an

answer, we refer to the answer to the protest respecting the abrogation of the

Plan of Union, and also to the answer to the protest of members of the Synod
of the Western Reserve, and to the answer to the protest of certain members
of the Synods of Genesee, Utica, and Geneva.

Dr. Peters offered a protest against the adoption of the Circular Epistle^

which was read, and received ; and, on motion of Mr. Breckinridge, was laid

on the table.

Dr. Cuylcr, from the committee appointed to consider and report to the As-

sembly on the subject of citing inferior judicatories, presented a report, which

was amended and adopted, and is as follows, viz.

The committee believe, that, for the present, there is no urgent necessity to

cite any inferior judicatoj'ies ; and after what has been done toward the reform

of the church during the present sessions of the General Assembly, they be-

lieve it will be best to wait for a time, without further decisive action, in the

hope that those portions of the church against \vhich serious charges are still

made bv common fame, will see the necessity of taking order on the subject,

and doing, without delay, what truth and righteousness may require of them.

<We deem it proper, however, to say, that several of the Synods are so

serioujl)'^ charged, in several respects, that this Assembly would be wanting

in f lithfulness to itself, to them, and to the cause of Christ, as well as t,j the

prmciples of justice and fair dealing, in carrying out its own principles, if it

did not specially urge several of them to give prompt and partici lar attention to

certain matters, in which they, or some of their Presbyteries or churches, are

specially charged. We, therefore, recommend the adoption of the following

resolutions, viz.

1. Resolved, That the Synods of Albany and New Jersey be enjoined to
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take special order in regard to the subject of irregularities in church order,

charged by common fame upon some of their Presbyteries h'nd churches.

2. Tliat the Synod of Michigan bo enjoined to take special order in regard

to the subject of errors in doctrine, so charged upon all its Presbyteries. v

3. That the Synod of Cincinnati be enjoined to take special order in re-

gard to error in doctrine, so charged as being connived at by several of its

Presbyteries, and held by some of its members.

4. That the Synod of Illinois be enjoined to take special order in regard

to errors in church order and errors in doctrine, so charged upon several of

its Presbyteries.

5. That besides the general reference to the Word of God and our stand-

ards, we refer the Synods above named to the testimony of this General As-

sembly, as to the nature of the errors and irregularities intended by it, in

these resolutions. And said Synods are enjoined to take order on the subjects

now referred to them for consideration and action, at their first stated meet-

ing after this Assembly adjourns ; and to report their doings herein, with

whatever else seems to them necessary to elucidate the whole subject, in writ-

ing, to the next General Assembly.

6. And the said five Synods are especially enjoined, and all other Synods
in our bounds are required, to cause to be laid before the next General Assem-
bly, as far as possible, copies of all the abreviated creeds and church cove-

nants in use amongst their churches ; which subject is also particularly com-
mended to all our Presbyteries, both in relation to the present demand, and
with reference to the testimony of this Assembly on that subject.

The Assembly took up the report of the committee to examine the reports

of the Presbyteries, respecting certain changes of the constitution, overtn^red

by the last two General Assemblies ; and it was
Resolved, That the following overture be sent down to all the Presbyteries,

for their adoption or rejection, viz.

" Resolved, That so much of the constitution of the church, as empowers
the General Assembly to issue appeals, complaints, and references, brought

before them from the lower judicatories, except in cases of charges against a

minister of the gospel for error or heresy, and of process commencing in the

Synods, be and the same is hereby so amended, that hereafter the Synods,

except in the cases above mentioned, be the judicatories of the last resort."

Resolved, That all the Presbyteries be directed to report on the foregoing

overture, in writing, to the next General Assembly.

The report of the Committee on Overture No. 10, viz. from the Presbytery

of Union, on the subject of education, was taken up, and the committee were
discharged.

Resolved, That the Trustees of the Genei-al Assembly be authorized, if it

be necessary, to raise by loan, a sufficient sum of money to pay for printing

the Minutes, and the contingent expenses of the Assembly.
The committee to whom the Narrative of the State of Religion had been

recommitted, made a report ; and their report was adopted ; and it was or-

dered that the Narrative be printed in the Appendix to the Minutes. •

On motion, it was
Resolved, That the Assembly will not send delegates to the corresponding'

bodies this year.

On motion of Mr. Potter,

Resolved, That the thanks of this General Assembly be presented to the

citizens of Philadelphia, for their kind hospitality to the members.
On motion of Mr. Lowric,

Resolved, That the thanks of the General Assembly be returned to the Board

M
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of Inspectors of the Eastern Penitentiary, for their invitation to visit that in-

stitution ; and also to the Directors of the Institution for the Blind, for their

invitation to visit that institution.

The Stated Clerk, with Dr. Cuyler and Mr. Grant, were appointed a com-
mittee to revise the Minutes, and prepare them for publication.

Resolved, That calling the roll, previously to dissolving the Assembly, be
dispensed with.

The Assembly having finished their business, it was
Resolved, That this General Assembly be dissolved ; and that another

General Assembly, chosen in like manner, be required to meet in the Seventh

Presbyterian Church, in the city of Philadelphia, on the third Thursday of
May, "l 838, at 11 o'clock, A. M.
The Moderator dissolved the Assembly accordingly, with prayer.
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APPENDIX.

PASTORAL LETTER TO THE CHURCHES UNDER THE CARE
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

Dear bretiiuen—
As the doings of the present General Assembly have been of an unusual

character, and such as may produce important consequences, we think it

proper to lay an abstract of our decisions and the reasons of them before the

churches under our care. Discerning men have perceived for a number of

years, that the affairs of our beloved church were hastening to a crisis; and

when the members of the present Assembly came together, the state of parties

was such as to make it manifest, that a division of the church was the most

desirable object that could be eflected. What are called the Old School and

New School parties are already separated in fact; in almost every part of our

country where those parties exist, they have less ministerial or Christian com-

munion with one another than either of those parties have with Christians of

other denominations ; and they are so equally balanced in point of power, that

for years past it has been uncertain, until the General Assembly was fully

organized, which of those parties would predominate in that body.

From these circumstances, as well as from other things not necessary to

mention, it is known to our brethren, that the floor of our highest judicatory,

as well as of our Syn6ds and Presbyteries, has, for years, presented scenes of

contention and strife such as many of us never expected to witness in the Pres-

byterian Church, and such as are highly disgraceful to our Christian character.

This spirit of contention deprives the church of all power for maintaining the

purity of her standards, and securing that wholesome instruction, either in

our pulpits or presses, which would conduce to the edification of the body of

Christ; and until the parties are separated and formed into different denomi-

nations, there is no ground of hope that these contentions can be terminated.

So fully was this Assembly convinced, that a separation of the parties was
the only cure for the evils under which we labour, that a committee was ap-

pointed by common consent, composed of equal numbers from the different

.sides of the house, to adjust if possible the terms of an amicable division of

the church into two separate and independent denominations. This joirit

committee agreed upon the principles of the division, but could not agree upon
the form. It was admitted on all hands, that the Old School party should re-

tain the name and the funds of the church, and especially all the funds and
property connected with the theological seminaries at Princeton and Pittsburg.

But on the mode of separation the committee could not agree. The New
School party would consent to no other plan than that of referring it to the

Presbyteries, in order to have the division made by the next General As-
sembly. To this plan the other party thought there were insuperable objec-

tions. It was believed that, our Presbyteries being so widely dispersed, the

returns from them would be uncertain; tiiat many things might occur to defeat

the arrangement ; and that, as the probable result, the parties would come to
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the next Assembly, with more determination to contend for the power and

government of theSv'hole churcji than on any forqier occasion.

On reviewing the causes from which our troubles have arisen, another plan

presented itself to the view of the majority, which appeared better calculated

to effect, in a peaceable manner, that division of the church which all seemed
to consider as a matter of indispensable necessity. The contentions which
distract the church evidently arose from the Plan of Union formed in 1801,
between the General Assembly and the Association of Connecticut. This Plan

was indeed projected and brought into operation by some of the wisest and
best,men the Presbyterian Church has ever known, and it evidently originated

from the purest and most benevolent motives. It has, however, been disas-

trous in its effects. We mean no disrespect to the Congregationalists of New
England, as such; indeed there is no denomination of Christians beyond the

pale of our own church wbom we esteem and love more sincerely; and yet

we believe that the attempt, by this Plan of Union, to bring Congregationalists

and Presbyterians into the same denomination, has been the principal cause

of those dissensions which now distract and rend the church to pieces.

We allude to these circumstances, merely for the purpose of explaining the

only remedy which appears applicable to our present troubles. The Plan of

Union adopted in 1801, was evidently unconstitutional in its nature, and of a

tendency to subvert the institutions and distinctive character of the Presby-

terian Church; and such being the fact, it was certainly the duty of the pre-

sent Assembly to abrogate said Plan, and to decliare it void from the begin-

ning. From this act of abrogation, and from the declaration that it was void

froAi the beginning, it would necessarily follow, that the churches. Presbyte-

ries, and Synods formed under said Plan, were of course not to be considered

as parts of the Presbyterian Church. From this view of the subject it appears,

that the separation, so necessarifefor the well being of the Presbyterian Church,

exists already, ^nd that, we ha^ npthing to do.but to act on the facts of the

case to secure our tranquility.
,

In the first place, we have said that the ^.ct of Union of 1801, was un-

constitutional. It will be admitted that the most fundamental and sound parts

of the constitution of any comn\tinity, are those parts which form the legis-

lative and judicial councils of the community, and designate the qualifications

of the members of said councils. These are parts of the government, in all

societies, deemed too sacred to be touchdl by dny authority, excepting that

which can make and unmake the constitution at its pleasure. Should any
authority in the United States assume to introduce into the State legislatures

or Congress, men not constitutionally qualified, and who were subjects of

another political power, the alarm would be given at once that a most violent

outrage had been inflicted on our governments and our rights. And although

we would say it with respect, yet we must say, that this was the vei-y thing

which the act of 1801 effected in the constitution of the Presbyterian Church.

By that act, committee-men, belonging to the Congregational Church, and un-

der its government, were introduced into our Presbyteries, and by the subse-

quent execution of the act, into our Synods and our General Assembly. Men
who were under the authority of a body without our church, exercised the

highest power of the church. This was a most palpable infraction of our con-

stitution.

In the next place, all the churches formed and constituted under the ope-

ration of this act, were at least as much trained in doctrine and church order

on the Congregational as on the Presbyterian plan, and had just as much
preparation for becoming members of a Congregational as of a Presbyterian

Church; and therefore any subsequent acts of any of our judicatories, forming
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such churclios into Presbyteries or Synods, and connecting them with us as

constituenVl)arts of our body, were unconstitutional. This has been the source

of all our present evils ;—the raising up of Presbyteries and Synods out of men
who had at least as much of the Congregational as Presbyterian character,

has scattered the elements of discord through all our regions, and torn our

afflicted church to pieces. These indeed were consequences not perceived

from the beginning; it required the light of experience to teach us, that the

amalgamation of such bodies as the Congregational and Presbyterian would

produce a ferment sulTlcient to agitate the whole American nation.

Having traced thus far tlx; imconstitutional and pernicious tendency of this

act, it only remains to say, that when this act is abrogated by the proper

authority, as a matter of course every thing which arose under its influence

and training, i^ abrogated with it. This we presume is the ground on which

all the jurisprudence of our country stands, and upon which all our political

courts and legislatures act. It has indeed been said, that when an unconsti-

tutional law forms a contract, the abrogation of the law cannot set the con-

tract aside, as this would suppose that a person might take the advantage of

his own wrong to relieve himself from a just obligation. But to this it may
be answered, that an unconstitutional law can give rise to no binding contract.

The unconstitutionality supposes that the organ of government is granting

what it has no right to grant, and therefore no obligation can be imposed.

But in the present case, the act in question goes to the subversion of the Pres-

byterian Church, and therefore any contract which could arise under it, cal-

culated to destroy that church, would be of such an immoral tendency as

could impose no obligation. It is one of the first principles of morals, that an

unlawful contract is not to be .fulfilled.

It then appears plain to us, that, by the abrogation of the act of 1801, the

Synods of the Western Reserve, Utica, Genesese, and Geneva, are independent

bodies, standing on their own ground, and free to choose their, future connex-

ions, and that thus far a separation exists between us and them, which may
greatly conduce to the peace and comfort of both parties; and as both tiie

majority and minority agree in expressing the opinion, that a division of the

church in conformity with the sympathies of the present parties, was both de-

sirable and expedient, we were much surprised to find, that the minority would

not agree with us in carrying out the existing separation, so as to form the

church into two distinct bodies, either of which would be sufficiently large to

tbrm a General Assembly, and which might act peaceably in promoting the

common interests of our Redeemer's kingdom. In our present connexion, there

is no hope of peace. The controversy threatens to become more fierce, more
extensive, and more destructive of all the vital principles of religion, the longer

we continue together. Indeed, the great motives for all the measures of sepa-

I'ation to which we have resorted on the present occasion, is the peace, pros-

perity, and holiness of our beloved church ; and these objects, we believe, can

never be obtained until this separation is eifected.

Our brethren ofthe minority seemed to consider it as an insult, when we urged

the fact, that the abrogation of an unconstitutional law left us as distinct and

separate bodies ; we intended no insult ; the ground we took and the language

we used implied none ; wc only said that they were separate from us, and we
from them ; if this implied disgrace on them, it implied the same on ourselves;

we wished both parties to consider themselves as on equal ground ; and as to

the unconstitutional law from which all our misapprehensions liad arisen, we
were willing that the greater blame should lie on us. ; In fact, our wish was
and is to part as brethren, and as in certain important points of doctrine and
church order we cannot agree, let each party take the Word of God as their
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rule of failh and practice, and pursue their course as those who must give

account to the great Shepherd and Bishop of their souls./

We have now, dear brethren, briefly explained the reasons for the course

we have taken on the present occasion, and we believe it would have been a

blessing to our church, if the measures now adopted had been resorted to at

an earlier period. The progress of controversy has greatly destroyed bro-

therly confidence. Indeed, the union between the parties, for several years,

has only existed in name ; in fact they have been two separate bodies, and we
believe the sooner they are brought to consider themselves as forming distinct

denominations, the sooner will they return to the spirit and principles of the

gospel of Christ.

We must observe, in conclusion, that on whatever side the principal fault

of our present disturbances may lie, the whole church has abundant cause of

deep humiliation and repentance before Almighty God. Our calamities have

not arisen from the dust ; our heavenly Father has stretched forth his hand
over, us, and let us acknowledge " the rod and him that hath appointed it."

Let us return to him that he may return to us ; if he has wounded, it is he

alone that can heal ; if he hath broken down, he can build us up.

By order of the General Assembly.

DAVID ELLIOTT, Moderator.

JOHN M'DOWELL, Stated Clerk.

Philadelphia, June 8th, 1837. ."

(- ^'
• <
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CIRCULAR LETTER. ^^ •
^^'^

^ ' ^ -- ^.

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of

America, to all the churches of Jesus Christ, wish grace, mercy, and peace

from God the Fatlicr and the Lord Jesus Christ, through the Eternal Spirit.

Veky dear brethrein—
Assembled by the good providence of God, as the supreme judicatory of the

Presbyterian Church in the United States of America, constituting by our ec-

clesiastical organization, not only " the bond of union, peace, correspondence,

and mutual confidence among all our churches," but also the only organ " of

correspondence with foreign churches," we cannot consent to separate, after

the unusually long, interesting, and important session which we are about to

close, without poui-ing out the fulness of our hearts in reference to the weighty
matters concerning which we have been called to act since we came together,

into the ears and bosoms of all other Christian churches, and especially those

with which we are in friendly correspondence.

You cannot be ignorant, dear brethren, that for a number of years past,

the friends of truth and of regular Presbyterian order in our beloved Zion,

have been filled with painful apprehension at the manifest departure from our
ecclesiastical standards, which appeared to be gaining ground in a number of

our judicatories. Firmly believing that the great purpose for which the church
was founded, was that she might maintain in their purity the doctrines and
discipline of Christ,' and hold them forth to a dark world. We have thought

ourselves called upon to make inquiry respecting the errors and disorders al-

leged to exist, and as far as possible to banish them from that portion of the

professing family of Christ with which we are connected. You have witnessed

for a number of successive years our struggles for the attainment of this ob-

ject. You have witnessed the mortifying disappointments, which, from time

to time, have attended our efforts to obtain, by constitutional means, a redress

of the grievances of which we complained. You have seen what we regard

as error becoming more extensive in its prevalence, and more bold and over-
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cover of professed zeal for the doctrines and order of our church, in fact if

not in intention, gradually subverting both. You have heard the motives of

the friends of truth reproached ; their name cast out as evil ; their zeal for

niaintaining the purity of the gospel represented as a mere struggle for power;

and all their attempts to detect and censure heresy, held up to public view as

the efforts of restless and ambitious men to gain the pre-eminence for them-

selves. Amidst these ineffectual attempts to banish error, and to restore order,

vital piety has languished ; mutual confidence has disappeared ; the reviving

and converting influences of the Holy Spirit have been withheld ; and our time

and strength have been painfully occup/ied with strife and debate, instead of

being wholly given to the spread of the gospel and the conversion of the

world.

We shall not stop to inquire, by whose agency or by what steps this state

of things has been produced. The adjustment of the proper award in regard

to this question, might be deemed an invidious task, and fail of commanding
universal assent. But on the deplorable character of the situation in which

we were placed, there can be but one opinion. Over our conflicts every friend

of religion has mourned ; every intelligent member of the Presbyterian Church
has felt grieved and humbled ; and we were becoming a reproach among all

suri'ounding denominations. To every enlightened beholder it has been long

manifest, that parties so heterogeneous and discordant could no longer act to-

gether in the same body, either with comfort to themselves, or with honour
and edification to the cause of our common Christianity.

Such has been our melancholy history, especially for the last six years

;

and such were the discouraging and distressing circumstances in which this

Assembly convened. On coming together, it was found to contain such a
decided majority of the friends of truth and order, as to place within our reach

the most thorough measures of reform. And it is worthy of special notice,

that this majority was created and brought together in full view of the mea-
sures adopted by the orthodox Assembly of 1835, and of all the conflicts and
painful disclosures which characterized the Assembly of 1836. It was after

the attention of the whole church had been strongly called to these measures
and disclosures, that our Presbyteries sent a delegation, the major part of
whom declared in favour of the doctrines and order of our body. We felt

ourselves, therefore, distinctly and solemnly called upon, by the voice of the

church, to go forward and rescue her struggling and bleeding interests from that

humiliating and degrading perversion to which they had been so long exposed.

This painful duty we have endeavoured to perform in the fear of God, and
although we do not claim that our manner of discharging it has been wholly
free from the manifestation of human infirmity, we do hope and believe that

our measures have been accompanied with much sincere and humble seeking

for divine direction ; and that they are such as the enlightened and impartial

friends of our ecclesiastical constitution will ultimately approve.

As the great truths of the Gospel lie at the foundation of all Christian hope,

as well as of the purity and prosperity of the church, we felt ourselves bound
to direct early and peculiarly solemn attention to those doctrinal errors, which,

there was but too much evidence, had gained an alarming prevalence in some
of our judicatories. ! The advocates of these errors, on their first appearance,
were cautious and reserved, alleging that they differed in words only from
the doctrines as stated in our public standards. Very soon, however, they
began to contend that their opinions were really new, and were a substantial

and important improvement on the old creed of the church ; and, at length,

that revivals of religion could not be hoped for, and that the souls of men
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must be destroyed, if the old doctrines continued to be preached.; The error*

thus promulged were by no mcrins ol" that doubtiul or unimportant character,,

which seems to be assigned to them even by some of the professed friends of

orthodoxy. You will see, by our published acts, that some of them atiect the

very foundation of the system of gospel truth, and that they all bear relations

to the gospel plan, of very serious and ominous import. Surely, doctrines

which go to the formal or virtual denial of our covenant relation to Adam j

the native and total depravity of man ; the entire inability of the sinner to re-

cover hirhself from rebellion and corruption ; the nature and source of rege-

neration; and our justification solely on account of the imputed righteousness-

of the Redeemer, cannot, upon any just principle, be regarded as " minor

errors." They form, in fact, " another gospel ;" and it is impossible for

those who faithfully adhere to our public standards, to walk with those who
adopt such opinions with either comfort or confidence.

It cannot be denied, indeed, that those who adopted and preached these

opinions, at the same time declared their readiness to subscribe our Confes-

sion of Faith, and actually professed their assent to it, in the usual form, with-

out apparent scruple. This, in fact, was one of the nwst revolting and alarm-

ing characteristics of their position. They declared, that in doing this, they

only adopted the confession '•'for substance,''^ and by no means intended to-

receive the whole system which it contained. Upon this principle, we had

good evidence that a number of Presbyteries, in the ordination and reception

of ministers and other church officers, avowedly and habitually acted. And
hence it has not been uncommon for the members of such Presbyteries pub-

licly and formally to repudiate some of the important doctrines of the formu-

lary which they had thus subscribed ; and even, in a Hdw extraordinary cases, to

hold up the system of truth which it contains as " an abomination;" as a sys-

tem which it were to be " wished had never had an existence." Nc wonder

that men feeling and acting thus should have been found, in some instances,

substituting entirely different Confessions of Faith in place of that which is

contained in our constitution. Who can doubt that such a method of sub-

sci'ibing to articles of faith is immoral in principle ; that it is adapted to defeat

the great purpose of adopting confessions ; and that, if persisted in, it could

not fail to open the door of our church wider and wider to the introduction of

the most radical and pestiferous heresies, which would speedily destroy her

character as an evangelical body.

Was it possible for us to doubt or hesitate as to our duty, Avhen such errors

were evidently gaming ground among usy and when it was in our power judi-

cially to condemn them 1 Errors which, ever since the days of the apostles,

have been pronounced by the true church to be dangerous corruptions of gos-

pel trath. We are conscious that in pronouncing the errors in question to be

unscriptural, radical, and highly dangerous, we are actuated by no feelings

of narrow party zeal ; but by a firm and growing persuasion that such errors

cannot fail, in their ultimate effect, to suhvert the foundation of Christian hope,

and destroy the souls of men. As watchmen on the walls of Zion, we should

be urtfaithful to the trust reposed in us, were we not to cry aloud and proclaim'

a solemn warning against opinions so corrupt and delusive.

In the course of our attempt at reform, we have thought it our duty to annul

the Plan of Union between Presbyterian and Congregational Churches in the-

new settlements, formed in 1801, and evidently intended as a temporary sys-

tem to meet a temporary exigency. By that Plan, Congregational Churches^

were brought into complete union with the Presbyterian Church; and their

delegates, without having adopted our public standards, were introduced into

our judicatoriesy and vested with the power of giving authoritative, and, in.
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some cases, decisive votes on the most important questions of doctrine and

discipline; and thus, in reality, of <^oveming our church. And it has hap-

pened, in fact, in a number of instances, that some of the most important de-

cisions, in their bearing on the truth and order ot'our body, have been decided

by the votes of those who had not subscribed to our ecclesiastical constitution,

and stood aloof themselves from its authority. Thus Congregationalists were

found, in effect, to control the Presbyterian Church, and to prohibit her car-

rying into execution our appropi'iate system, while Vvc had no more authority

over them than they chose to recognise.

It is impossible to contemplate this Plan of Union now, without perceiving

that it is most unnatural in its character; that it has not a shadow of founda-

tion in the constitution of the Presbyterian Church, and that it is adapted to

be deeply injurious in its influence on us. It is but just, indeed, to say, that

it was first proposed and commenced on our part, and that it was dictated by
that spirit of unsuspecting simplicity and fraternal confidence which foresaw

no evil. Its mischiefs gradually disclosed themselves, and it was not tantil

they had taken wide and deep x-oot, that they began to attract the attention

and awaken the fears of the ffiends of truth and of Presbyterial order. It was
more and more perceived, not only that this system, as before remarked, was
most unequal, as it in fact conceded the right of governing Us to those over

whom we could exercise no controlling power, but that its effect must be,

slowly but inevitably, to subvert the order and (discipline of the Presbyterian

Church. Surely no impartial judge can blame us for wishing this mischievous

system rescinded, or for annulling it when we had the power. It is duo to

ourselves, however, to say, that this measure was not either hastily conceived

nor abruptly executed. The Union in question has been for many years re*

garded by the great body of the Presbyterian Church, as perhaps the most

fertile source of the difficulties existing among us, especially when viewed,

not merely as a violation of our constitution and an invasion of our order,

but as grievously abused by those who have taken advantage of it, in a man-
ner not intended by its original framers, to disseminate their pernicious errors*

Viewing the subject in this light, the General Assembly of 1835 respectfully-

requested the General Association of Connecticut to consent that the Plan of

Union in question should be annulled. Having now waited two additional

years in vain for any favourable action in the case, on the part of our brethren

of Connecticut, and having witnessed with the deepest sorrotv the ever grow*

ing evils of this relation, we have felt at this time solemnly called upon to

abrogate the whole Plan, and to put an end, as far as in us lay, to the de-

structive effects which have so long resulted from its operation.

If it were obviously equitable and important, that the Plan of Union alluded

to should be annulled, it was in our view no less equitable and important that

the ecclesiastical bodies to which that Plan had given existence, and which

were animated and governed by its spirit, should be declared to be no longer

connected with our church. It has been indeed painful to the Assembly to

declare bodies in which were brethren, whose piety we cannot question, and

whose activity in extending the visible church we must regard with approba-

tion, to be no longer connected with our body. But we were shut up to this

painful duty. Being irregularly brought into our church, and retaining all

the feelings and habits growing out of the circumstances of their original in-

troduction, we could not hope that they would walk together in peace with us,

so long as the points of difference between us were so many and so serious*

Although the creation of more churches on the Plan of Union was made to

cease by the previous act of abrogation, still, as all must grant that the act

which brought them in was wholly unconstitutional ; and, as if this were the

N
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case, the act itself was of course void from the beginning, and all the actS'

and bodies growing out of it equally void—we have deemed it necessary to

declare the brethren connected with those judicatories no longer connected

with the Presbyterian Church. Fully aware of the painfulness of this decision

to both parties, in order to avoid it, we made overtures to the brethren who
were opposed to us in sentiment and in policy, which had for their object an
amicable separation ; offering them, in order to bring about such a separation,,

what we deemed equitable and even indulgent terms. These terms will be

learned from the correspondence of the joint committee appointed to negotiate

on the subject, which has been already made public. Our brethren saw fit to

decline our proposal, and chose rather to abide the enforcing of the constitu-

tion. They cannot complain of our course, when the only alternative was
the ruin of the church, or the restoration of our form of government to its

legitimate and uniform reign.

We are aware that some have called in question the constitutionality of

our proceedings. On this subject, the more maturely we reflect the more
firmly are we persuaded that we have taken the most eligible and even the

only practicable course. To have attempted to separate from us the brethre»

with whom we could no longer walk in peace, by personal process in each

case, would obviously have been impossible, and even if possible, tedious^

agitating, and troublesome in the highest degree. The General Assembly is

vested by the constitution of our church with plenary power "to decide in all

controversies respecting doctrine and discipline ; to reprove, warn, or bear

testimony against error in doctrine or immorality in practice, in any church,

Presbytery, or Synod ; to superintend the concerns of the whole church ; to

suppress schismatical contentions and disputations ; and, in general, to recom-
mend and attempt reformation of manners, and the promotion of charity, truth,

and holiness, through all the churches under their care." It is manifest that

no- other body but the General Assembly is competent to sit in judgment on a
'Synod; and it is equally manifest that no other body can be vested with power
to abolish a system which the General Assembly itself had formed, without

consulting any of the Presbyteries, We have, therefore, not hesitated to apply

the constitutional remedy in its fullest extent. And now, reposing on the high

ground of our truly primitive and apostolical system^ of order, while we appeal

with unshaken confidence to the sympathy of all evangelical churches, to the

approval of the Amei'ican people, and, above all, to the sanction of Him' " who
sits as King upon the holy hill of Zion."

In the adoption of these measures, we are earnestly desirous that our views

and feelings in regard to our Congregational brethren of New England should

be cornectly understood- We have no controversy with them, nor do we de-

sire to have any, with respect to the Congregational form of church goverm-

ment as it exists among themselves, nor with any other form of church polity.

Toward the excellent brethren beloved in the Lord in those and all other

churches, who are now testifying against the errors which are troubling themy
as- they are troubling us, we entertain- the most cordial esteem and fraternal

affection. They are engaged in the same hallowed cause with ourselves, and
we cordially bid them God speed. Let there be no strife between us. There
ought to be none, and there will be none,, so long as there is no effort made
by any party to intrude on the domestic concerns of any other. We cannot
wisely attempt,- with our different views and feelings, to inhabit the same
house; but, BiS neighbours, we may be on the most amicable and even affec-

tionate terms. We wish for no more than to be allowed the fair and unim-
peded action of our own ecclesiastical principles. We desire to stand on our
own responsibility, and not to be made involuntary sliarers in the responsi-
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Tbility of other bodies and systems of action, with which we cannot entirely

harmonize. We desire to perform our Master's work ujwn tlio principles

which wc conscientiously prefer, because we believe those principles to be

found in the Word of God ; and wc cannot consent to an alliance with any
individuals or bodies of men in their system of action, without reserving to

ourselves the right of review, of control, and, if necessary, of correction.

It is our earnest hope, with respect to the brethren thus severed from us,

that both parties will be essentially benctitcd by the separation. We trust

that both will henceforth proceed in the conscientious discharge of duty, with-

out being cri])pled or embarrassed by each other; and that hereafter there

will be no other strife between us, than who shall love the Redeemer most,

and who shall serve him with the warmest zeal.

We have already adverted to the unhappy influence which has been exerted

for a number of years past, by certain voluntary societies, which, though not

responsible to any church, and of course, therefore, not to us, were pursuing

a train of measures adapted covertly but effectually to weaken her energies

and govern her proceedings. We believe that if there be any departments of

Christian effort to which the church of Christ is bound, in her appropriate

character, to direct her attention and her unwearied labours, they are those •

which relate to the training of her sons for the holy ministry, and sending

the gospel to those who have it not, and planting churches in the dark and
destitute portions of the earth. To be willing to commit either of these

branches of her peculiar work to foreign and irresponsible hands, we are more
and more persuaded is unfaithfulness to the best interests of Zion, and adapted

fatally to injure the cause of gosj>el truth and of Presbyterial order. Surely

if fihe church is under obligations, not only to maintain in her own bosom, bufl

also to impart as far as possible to the whole world, all such religious know-
ledge, worship, and ordinances as God hath revealed in his Word, she is bound
to see to it, that no persons shall be either educated or sent forth as ministers

who are not well instructed in her doctrine and order, and, as far as can be

ascertained, firmly attached to both. This is equally a dictate of duty to our

Master in heaven and to our own beloved institutions. To suffer Boards con-

stituted by ourselves, pledged to adhere to our own standards, and responsible

to our own judicatories, to languish while we sustain and strengthen societies

over which we have no control, and which are gradually undermining at once
our purity, and, of course, our real strength, while professing to add to our
numbers, would be manifestly as unwise as it would be criminal in those who
profess to love the Presbyterian Church, and to consider her as conformed,
in her doctrine and order, to the apostolic model.

One of the most formidable evils of the present crisis is the wide spread

and ever restless spirit of radicalism, manifest both in the church and in the

state. Its leading principle every where seems to be to level all order to the

dust. Mighty only in the power to destroy, it has driven its deep agitations

through the bosom of our beloved church. Amidst the multiplied and revolt-

ing forms in which it has appeared, it is always animated by one principle.

It is ever the same levelling revolutionary spirit, and tends to the same
ruinous results. It has, in succession, driven to extreme fanaticism the great

cause of revivals of religion, of temperance, and of the rights of man. It has
aimed to transmute our pure faith into destructive heresy, our scriptural order

into confusion and misrule. It has crowded many of our churches with ig-

norant zealots and unholy members; driven our pastors from their flocks ; and
with strange fire consumed the heritage of the Lord, filling our churches with
confusion, and our judicatories with conflict ; making our venerated name and
beloved institutions, so far as its fearful influence extends, a hissing and a
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by-word before tbe American people ; and even threatening the dissolution of

our national Union, as well as the dismemberment of the Presbyterian Church.

While we have endeavoured to take, as our Master enabled us, decisive

measures for securing, under the divine blessing, the future purity and peace

of our body, we would openly admit, dear brethren, that mere orthodoxy and
regular scriptural government ought not to be considered by any church as

the only or even as the c/ue/* objects of her regard. Let it never be forgotten

that truth, whether in respect to doctrine or discipline, is in order to godli-

ness; and that the real prosperity and glory of any church consists in the

presence and power of the Holy Spirit, enlightening, reviving, and sanctifying

her members, and adding to their numbers daily of such as shall he saved.

We would, therefore, now that the adorable Head of the church has enabled

us in some measure to remove from our body the most prominent sources of

division and strife, humble ourselves before God, and call upon all our bre-

thren of every name, with us to seek and pray without ceasing, for those re-

viving and converting influences of the Holy Spirit, which alone can render

any church what it ought to be—a I'eal blessing to the world and a nursery

for heaven. And while we earnestly desire and implore this blessing, let us

remember the great importance of distinguishing between genuine revivals of

religion, and those which are spurious and fanatical. The former are the

product of gospel truth, impressed on the* heart and conscience by the Holy
Spirit of God. The latter are mere excitements of natural feeling, produced

either by error or by some other form of human machinery. In proportion

as the tbrmer prevail, the church is prosperous and happy. The latter, how-
ever arrogant in claim or plausible in appearance, are only fitted to send a

blight on the garden of the Lord, and to deceive and destroy the souls of

men. We fear that not a little of that which has assumed the pi-ecious name
of revivals, in various parts of our bounds, is of this latter description. This

lamentable fact, however, creates no prejudice in our minds against genuine

revivals of religion. It rather excites us to desire and long for them with

more ardour ; to pray for them with more importunity ; to promote them with

more care by an edifying example ; and to guard against all counterfeits with

more enlightened vigilance.

Brethren farewell. May the God of Israel bless you all—every one. We
love, with tenderness which we cannot utter, our own portion of the church

of Jesus Christ our Lord. But we love also every other portion of the in-

heritance of that dear Saviour, and rejoicing in the confident hope that heaven
will ring with praises of the redeemed from amongst every Christian deno-

mination, our ardent and constant desire is, to draw the bonds of union be-

tween us and all the rest, as close as possible here below. Hence the present

epistle to our brethren. Hence our earnest desire to explain clearly t%them
our posture, our action, and the solemn crisis, which, having first overtaken

several of our sister churches, has at length fallen upon us, and will unques-

tionably overtake in succession all denominations of Christians.

And now may God, of his infinite mercy, set the seal of his visible appro-

bation upon what his providence and grace have enabled us to do. And may
you, brethren, be preserved from the evils which we have endured, or be

enabled to meet them with more promptitude and fidelity than we have done.

And may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ abide richly on all who love

his holy name.
By order of the General Assembly.

DAVID ELLIOTT, Moderator.

JOHN M'DOWELL, Stated Clerk,

Philadelphia, June 8, 1837.
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NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION.

The General Assembly, in prcsentinjr a succinct account of the state of religion in the
churches under their care, would, in the first place, invite attention to those circumstances
that are favourable in their aspect, and which indicate that the God of Jacob is still our
refuf^e.

The stated means of jc^race, such as the administration of the word and ordinances, have
been enjoyed by our churches perhaps to a frreater extent tlian in any former year. And
in the use of those means many of them have been strengthened and built up in the faith,

and the number of members gradually increased.

Sabbath schools and Bible classes seem to have been peculiarly blessed the past year, as
instruments in the hand of God for good. There is one united testimony, from almost
every part of the church, as to the increase of Sabbath schools, their flourishing condition,

comparatively speaking, and their great usefulness as nurseries in the Lord's vineyard.
The Assembly, in view of the necessity that exists for early religious training, in order
that our land may become thoroughly Cliristian, and that we may do our part in evange-
lizing the world, would enjoin it on our ministers, and church sessions, and private mem-
bers to pay special attention to the catechising of our youth, and to the encouragement of
Sabbath schools, and all other means of spiritual instruction.

Revivals of religion have been experienced to some extent in our churches, though not
as in years that are past. Several Presbyteries express their gratitude to God for the out-

pouring of the Spirit upon a portion of their congregations ; the effect of wiiieh has been
manifest in the enlivening of their graces, in an increased zeal in urging forward the
benevolent operations of the day, and in the turning of the hearts of sinners among them
to the Lord. It behooves us, however, to feel humble tliat these refreshings have not been
more general : for, as God's hand is not shortened tiiat it cannot save, nor his ear heavy
that it cannot hear, surely our sins have separated between us and our God, and caused
him to withhold the blessing. Brethren, unless we have the Spirit of God in larger mea-
sure than has yet been experienced amongst us, the conversion of the world can never be
accomplished. Cease not, then, to pray, "O Lord, revive thy work."
A commendable spirit of liberality, manifested by pecuniary contributions, has been

evinced in most parts of the church ; in consequence of which various associations have
been enabled to engage more actively in diffusing the blessings of the gospel. The Gene-
ral Assembly's Board of Missions, and Board of Education, have met with great encou-
ragement in many of our Presbyteries and churches ; their agents having found a ready
reception, and much willingness, on the part of many to aid them. May not the Assem-
bly indulge the hope, that soon every Presbyterian Church in our connexion will come
forward to sustain these Boards, not merely because they are under the supervision and
control of the General Assembly, and consequently are the regular organs of our church,

in their respective departments ; but also as very efficient auxiliaries in advancing the
cause of our Redeemer.
The Presbyterian Foreign Missionary Society, under the care of the Synods of Pitts-

burg and Philadelphia, is attracting the attention of many portions of the church ; and by
its growing zeal and fidelity, gives assurance that it will be a powerful instrument in bless-

ing heathen lands. Brethren, we aim at the conversion of the world. Our church should
consider herself a great missionary society ; and we are persuaded that she ought to do
more in the foreign field than she has heretofore even attempted. Let us come to the

great work of foreign missions with a spirit of enlarged benevolence ; and by God's bless-

ing on our labours, the desert will be made to blossom as the rose. We rejoice also, in

the high character and continued usefulness of the American Board of Commissioners for

Foreign Missions. Many of our ministers and church members aid it cheerfully with

their prayers and offerings; and we have every reason to believe that the smiles of Heaven
rest upon it, in its well directed efforts to enlighten and save the heathen.

By reports from many Presbyteries, both in the North and in the South, it appears that

the attention of many has been turned prayerfully to the too long neglected descendants

of Africa, scattered in every part of the land. Active exertions have been made in seve-

ral places to elevate them intellectually and morally, and, so far, with encouraging suc-

cess. Schools have been established where the laws will admit of it, and great anxiety

for improvement has sprung up in the minds of multitudes of them, who, a few years ago,

seemed destined to ignorance with its attendant trains of vice and misery. The work is

arduous; but it is of vast importance. To what source so promising can we turn for

missionaries to traverse the sands of Africa, as to this numerous people? They are provi-

dentially placed among us ; and their circumstances call upon us for that moral and reli-

gious instruction which will conduce to their happiness, and prepare them to perform
their duties as men and Christians. The prayer of every benevolent heart should ascend
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to God for their best interer.ts, and especially that all classes of them may be delivered

from that worst of bondaicre, the thraldom of sin and Satan. The genuineness of our phi-

lanthropy, in sending missionaries to the heathen, may well be questioned, if we have no
bowels of compassion for the poor and needy at our own door, and make no efforts for their

conversion. \

The cause of temperance still enlists the affections and receives the support of our peo-

ple. In some places the enemy seems to have gained ground, because of the supineness

of its friends ; but, in general, it is otherwise. It is with the utmost surprise and pain

that we learn from the reports of two or three Presbyteries, that some of their members,
and even ruling ciders, still manufacture and sell ardent spirits. These things ought not so

to be. They are a stumbling block to many, and have a manifest tendency to bring over-

whelming calamities, both temporal and spiritual, on society at large. No church can
shine as a light in the world, while she openly sanctions and sustains any practices which
are so evidently destructive of the best interests of society.

Among those circumstances that are deplorable in their nature, and threatening in their

aspect to the church of God, we must place in the front rank that rage for gain which is

evinced by the unhallowed spirit of speculation which abounds in every part of the land.

A loud lamentation on this subject comes up from every quarter ; and we are sorry to say,

that this spirit is not confined to men of the world only, but it has entered also into the

sanctuary of God. We fear that the strong tendency to idolize wealth is seriously threat-

ening the best interests of our church, and fearfully illustrating the truth of that sacred

maxim—" Ye cannot serve God and mammon." It behooves us to notice the signs of the

times, in connexion with this subject, and view them as God's rebuke to this spirit of
worldliness. We may also notice the statements from many parts of our land, that Sab-

bath breaking has increased the past year, especially in the suburbs of cities, and along
the leading line of travel through all the country. And we have reason to believe further,

that extravagance, fraud, and licentiousness have all been rather increasing than diminish-

ing during the past year.

The divisions in our churches respecting doctrine and order, and the consequent strife

and alienation among brethren, still exist among us to an unhappy extent. It should hum-
ble us before God, and lead us to cry mightily to him for direction ; for vain is the help of
man at such a crisis. We dwell not on this unpleasant topic, brethren, but would ask you
to unite with us in earnest supplication, that God may overrule these evils so as to lead us
into all the truth; and that we may see, eye to eye, that we may all speak the same things,

and be of one mind in carrying forward the cause of Christ upon earth.

Profane swearing, gambling, violence, and bloodshed prevail to a fearful extent in our
beloved country, and are symptoms of a sad decline in the morals of the nation. We
know that the Spirit of the Lord can lift up a standard against these vices, and that the
Spirit is given in answer to prayer. But, alas ! the information comes from every quar-
ter that a spirit of grace and supplication is found in very few of our churches. Is it not
time to proclaim a fast, and humble ourselves in sackcloth, mourning over our iniquities

and backslidings, for God is able to turn again the captivity of Zion.

The reports from the Congregational Associations, with which we maintain a fraternal

correspondence, manifest an interesting state of things in the churches of New England.
Revivals of religion have been experienced in a considerable number of their churches

;

and as usual, spirited and successful efforts have been made in behalf of the various bene-

volent operations of the day.

Finally, brethren, we feel that we have much to deplore, in our review of the past year,

when we reflect (in the language of one of our Presbyteries) that the state of religion in

our churches is not to be estimated by their numbers; or their wealth; or their popularity;

and not even by their peace and harmony—since the one may be the slumber of luke-

warmness, and the other an agreement to connive at sin. But we are to judge of their

condition by their purity of principles and holy living; by their love of truth and justice;

their hatred of all sin ; by their efforts to secure a proper regard to the divine law, and the

removal of existipg obstacles to the spread of the gospel ; and by their using efficient

and active measures to publish salvation to every creature. " By their fruits ye shall know
them."

TWENTY-FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT
Of the Directors of the Theological Seminary at Princeton.

The Directors of the Theological Seminary at Princeton, present to the General Assem-
bly the following, as the report of their proceedings through the past year.

At the date of the last report, the number of students in the Seminary was 124.

During the summer session, the following six new students were received, viz.
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Robert M. White, graduate of Amherst College, Mass.

John Crovvell,
" Nassau Hall, N. J.

William G. Bell,
" Washington, Pcnn.

Joseph S. Gallagher, from Theological Seminary, Andovcr.

James Rosamond, " "

Tliomns Hobby, " Columbia, S. Carolina.

During the winter session, the follow ing^/i!y-one additional students were received, viz,

Sylvander Hutchison, graduate of Amherst College, Mass,

William PTuntting, " "

Thomas Wright, "

Robert Crawford, "

Samuel W. Fisher, "

Daniel Higbie, "

Moses H. Hunter, "

James A. Piatt, "

James H. Chamberlin, "

Caleb Abbot, Jr.
"

Thomas Brown, "

Peter Snyder, "

Talbot W. Chambers, "

William C. Schenck, «

James M. Harlow "

Edward B. Edgar, "

William B. Reeve, "

William Van Doren, "

Richard M. Baker, "

Allen M. Jerome, "

Lewis W. Williams, "

Charles K. Imbfie^ "

David Lyon, "

William G. Allen,

James Petrie, "

James B. Ramsay, "

George W. Wood, "

Thomas Grier, "

John Montgomery, "

George W. M'Elroy,
Joseph Piatt, "

William Frederick M'Ree, "

William H. M'Auley,
Jerome Twitchell, " "

Thomas K. Fessenden, from Theological Seminary, New Haven, Conn.

Williams, Mass.

Yale, Conn.

Hamilton, N. Y.
Union, N. Y.

Rutgers, N. J.

Nassau Hall, N. J,

La Fayette, Penn^
Dickinson, Penn.

Jefferson, Penn.

Centre, Ken.

Jackson, Tenn.
Miami University, Ohio.

Caleb Strong,

Edmund M'Kinney,
Burtis C. Megie,
Samuel Hopkins,
David Malen,
Robert Orr,

William B. Woodruff,

Andover, Mass.

Auburn, N. Y.

Western, Penn.
Lane, Ohio,

John F. Ingersoll, candidate of Presbytery of Columbia.
Sherman Hoyt, " North River,

Charles F. Worrell, " Newton.
Isaac Hall, « "

Henry H. Cambern, " Transylvania.-

Ebenezer C. Birge, of Vermont/
John P. Carrell, of Pennsylvania.

Henry F. Bowcn, of Maryland.
John C. Rankin, of North Carolina.

The highest number of students connected with the seminary^ at any time through the'

year, has been 142. The number now connected with it is 134.

The students have been examined, semi-annually, in the presence of a committee of the

Board. Their examinations have been satisfactory.

At the close of the summer session, certificates that they had finished the whole course
of study prescribed in the Plan, were conferred on the following seven young men, viz.

James L. Cole, Philemon H. Fowler, James J. Helm, Samuel B. Jones, James A. Lyon,
William R. Preston, and Benjamin L. Swan. >
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• On the subject of benefactions for the assistance of necessitous students, the Professors

have reported that they have received from the Female Soc.iety in the Duane (late Cedar)

street church, New York, S142 80; from the Dorcas Society, New York, a large bundle

of shirts; from the ladies of the Duane street church, New York, a large bundle of shirts;

and from the Female Clothing Society of Morris-Town, N. J., a package containing shirts,

waistcoats, socks, &c.

The Board with much pleasure inform the Assembly, that a late student of the Seminary,

now in the ministry, and w)io had received assistance from the Othniel Smith Scholar-

ship, has through the year remitted the sum of SI 75, which has been applied to assist in-

digent students in the Seminary,

The Board gratefully acknowledge the following donations to the library through the

year; viz. from James Lenox, Esq., New York, 10 vols.; Samuel Bayard, Esq., Princeton,

N. J., 21 vols.; Mr. I. E. Ely, Easthampton, 4 vols.; Rev. George Bourne, New York, 12

vols.; and the Rev. Dr. Marshman, of China, a complete Chinese Bible in 5 volumes.

The Board would further report, that Mr. Joseph A. Alexander, while he has performed

the duties of the Professorship to which he was elected by the Assembly of 1835, has not

yet accepted the appointment. He has it still under consideration.

The Board have only further to report, that the term of office of the following directors

expires during the session of the present Assembly, viz.

Elders.

Zechariah Lewis,

John T. WoodhuU, M. D.,

Hugh Auchincloss,

Ministers.

Thomas M'Auley. D. D.,

Gardiner Spring, D. D.,

Cyrus Mason,
William A. M'Dowell, D. D.,

William D. Snodgrass, D. D.,

William Neill, D. D.,

William Latta.

Signed by order of the Board.
,

ASHBEL GREEN, President,

John M'Dowell, Secretary.

Philadelphia, May 20, 1837.

the directors of the seminary are

Ministers. Elders.

Gardiner Spring, D. D.,

William A. M'Dowell, D. D.,

William Neill, D. D.,

William Latta,

William D. Snodgrass, D, D,,

Joseph M'Elroy, D. D.,

George W. Musgrave.

John T. Woodhull, M. D.,

Hugh Auchincloss,

Alexander W. Mitchell, M. D.

Benjamin H. Rice, D. D.,

John M'Dowell, D. D.,

William B. Sprague, D. D.,

Cornelius C. Cuyler, D. D.,

George Potts,

Elias W. Crane,

John CampbeU, D. D.

Benjamin Strong,

Samuel Bayard,

Ambrose White.

Ashbel Green, D. D., Alexander Henry,
William W. Phillips, D. D., Moses Allen,

John Johnston, James Lenox.

Asa Hillyer, D. D.,

Robert M'Cartee, D. D.,

Henry A. Boardman,
Nicholas Murray.

THE OFFICERS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS ARE,

Ashbel Green, D. D., President. I Samuel Bayard, Esq. 2d Vice President.-

1st Vice President.
|
John M'Dowell, D. D., Secretary.

THE PROFESSORS OF THE SEMINARY ARE,

Rev. Archibald Alexander, D. D., Professor of Didactic and Polemic Theology.

Rev. Samuel Miller, D. D., Professor of EcclesiasticaJ History and Church Government.
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Rev. Cliarlcs Hod^o, I), D., Professor of Oriental and Biblical Literature.

Rev. John Breckinridge, D, D., Professor of Pastoral Theology.

Mr. Joseph Addison Alexander, Associate Professor of Oriental and Biblical Literature.

Ticeniy-five Schnlarships have been founded, viz.

1. The Le Roy Scholarship, )
g^^,^ ^^^^^^j^j ^ ^j^^_ j^j,^^^,,^ Le Roy, of New York.

2. The Bfinyer Scholarship, ^
•' •'

3. The Lenox Scholarship, founded by Robert Lenox, Esq. of New York.

4. The Whitehead Scholarship, founded by Jolin Whitehead, Esq. of Burke Co., Ga.

5. The Charleston Female Scholarship, founded by the Contrreg-ational and Presbyte-

rian Female Association of Charleston, S. C, for assisting in the education of pious youth

for the Gospel Ministry.

6. , founded by the first class in the Seminary, in 1819.

7. The Nephew Scholarship, founded by James Neplicw, Esq., of M'Intosh Co., Ga.

8. The Woodhull Scholarship, founded by Mrs. Hannah Woodhull, of Brookhaven, Longr

Island.

9. The Scott Scholarship, founded by Mr. William Scott, of Elizabcthtown, N. J.

10. The Van Brii<rh Liviizslon Scholarship, founded by Mrs. Susan U. Neimcewicz,

of Elizabcthtown, New Jersey.

11. The Aurrusta Female Scholarship, founded by the ladies of Augusta, Georgia.

12. The Keith Scholarship, founded by Mrs. Jane Keith, of Cliarleston, S. Carolina.

13. The Gosman Scholarship, founded by Robert Gosman Esq., of Upper Red Hook,
New York.

14. The Wickes Scholarship, founded by Eliphalet Wickcs Esq., of Jamaica, L. I.

15. The Othniel Smith Scholarship, founded by Mr. Othniel Smith, of Jamaica, L. I.

16. The H. Smith Scholarship, founded by Miss H. Smith, ofCarmel, Mississippi.

17. The Anderson Scholarship, founded by Mr. James Anderson, of New York.
18. The Kennedy Scholarship, founded by Mr. Anthony Kennedy, of Frankford, Pa.

19. The Colt Scholarship, founded by Roswell L. Colt Esq., of Baltimore.

20. The John Keith Scholarship, founded by Mr. John Keith, of Bucks Co., Pa.

21. The Boudinot Scholarship, founded by the Hon. Elias Boudinot, LL. D. of Burling-

ton, New Jersey.

22. The ED Scholarship, founded by Mr. Robert Hall, and his sister Marion Hall, of

Newburg, Orange County, New York.
23. The Kirkpatrick Scholarship, founded by William Kirkpatrick Esq., of Lancas-

ter, Pa.

24. The Stille Scholarship, founded by John Stille Esq., of Philadelphia.

25. The King Scholarship, founded by Mr. Gilbert King, of Newburg, Orange county.

New York.

TWELFTH ANNUAL REPORT
Of the Trustees of the Theological Seminary at Princeton,

The Trustees of the Theological Seminary at Princeton, report to the General Assembly,
that agreeably to the report of their auditing committee, the Rev. Isaac V. Brown, and
John J. Bryant, Esq., made May 5th, 1837, the treasurer, James S, Green Esq., has re-

ceived since his last settlement, in May last, for professors'' salaries, the sum of 85,100,
and paid the same to the professors. He has received on the General Expense Fund,
81,011, which, added to the balance due this account on former settlement of 8334 74,

makes the sum of 81,345 74; and has paid out for servants' wages, expenses, and costs of
suit about Mason library, commissions, insurance, and other contingent expenses, 8 1,237 60,

leaving a balance in his hands of 8108 14. He has received for scholarships, students'

fund, and Princeton bank stock, 83,824 57, which, added to the former balance due this

fund, makes the sum of 84,769 79; and he has paid out in purchase of Princeton bank
stock, and to the students on the order of the professors, 84,635, leaving a balance due
this fund of 8134 79. Thus leaving in his hands on general account, 8242 93.

Recapitulation—general account, 8242 93

Made up of balances as follows

—

Balance on Expense Fund, 108 14
Education Fund, 134 79

8242 93

The Board would further report, that since the last report they have received the
principal and interest of the beqiiest of the late Mrs. Jane Tremble, of Carlisle, Penn-

o
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sylvania, amounting' to $ICI 47. This bequest was left to aid in endowing a scholarship.

The sum received has been paid to tlie Treasurer of the Trustees of the General As-
sembly.

Signed by order of the Board.

JOHN M'DOWELL, Secretary.

Princeton, May 5, 1837.

The present Trustees of the Seminary arc

—

SAMUEL BAYARD, Esq., President.

Hon. SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD, Vice President.

Rev. JOHN M'DOWELL, D. D., Secretary.

Mr. Alexander Henry, Rev. Aslibel Green, D. D.

Mr. Benjamin Strong, " William W. Phillips, D. D.

Dr. John T. Woodhull, " David Comfort,

Mr. Solomon Allen, " Isaac V. Brown,
Mr. James Lenox, " James Carnahan, D. D.

Mr. Job Squier, " Joseph M'Elroy, D. D.

Henry W. Green, Esq. " Eli F. Cooley,

John J^ Bryant, Esq. " Nicholas Murray.

Lewis W. R. Phillips, Esq

The Treasurer is James S. Green Esq., Princeton.

THE TENTH ANNUAL REPORT
Of the Board of Directors of the Western Theological Seminary, at Allegheny Town,

Pennsylvania, to the General Assembly.

The Board of Directors, would respectfully report that the professors have, during the

year past, discharged with dihgcnce and fidelity their respective duties, and the students

have been, in general, industrious and punctual in their attendance and studies.

Harmony and concord and a good degree of piety, have prevailed during tlie year, though

it is to be feaicd that the spirit of missions has decreased, as no statement on the subject

appears in the report of tiie professors.

During the summer session, Thomas J. Keating, and William Orr, formerly in con-

nexion with the institution, returned to finish their theological course.

At the beginning of the winter session, the following students were admitted, viz.

Thomas Beer, Jeflferson College, Pa.

William Bradley, Washington College, Pa.

•lames Cameron, Jefferson College, Pa.

John Carothers, Washington College, Pa.

John M. Crabb, Miami University, Ohio.

Richard Craighead, Washington College, Pa.

James Fleming, ditto.

Thomas Forster, Dickinson College, Pa.

Levi M. Graves, Union College, N. Y.
Andrew M. Hershey, Washington College, Pa.

George M. Haslett, Miami University, Ohio.
' Aaron F. Leonard, Washington College, Pa.

Harpur Michell,

Thomas M. Newell, Washington College, Pa.

Stephen Riggs, Jeffeison College, Pa.

Frederick A. Sheerer, ditto.

John M. Smith, Washington College, Pa.

Ethan A. Stewart, Jefferson College, Pa.

"The number of students in attendance, during winter session, was 37.

The Curator of the Seminary still reports large delinquencies in the payments to the

contingent fund, though tlic Board have taken every means in their power to remedy the

diflficulty.

Several improvements hn ve been made in the state and appearance of the hill, on which

the seminary is situated, though from want of funds, no progress has been made in com-

pleting the edifice.

The Board request for tlic different purposes of tlie Seminary, the sum of S5000.

The term of service of the following persons expires, during the present sessions of the

Assembly, viz.—T. D. Baird, Samuel Tail, A. O. Patterson, Thomas Hoge, J. W. Blythe,

p. H. Riddle, James Culhertson, John Reynolds, Thomas Henry, Robert Highlands.

All of wliich is respectfully submitted,

F. HERRON, President.

D. H, RIDDLE, Secretary.
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The Directors of the Seminary are

—

^
Ministers. Elders.

Thomas D. Baird, Alexander Lauffhlin,

Samuel Tait, Thomas G. Bailey,

David M'Conaufifhy, D. D. Tliomas Kiddoo.

Andrew O. Patterson,

Robert Diiiiiap,

David 11. Riddle, D. D.

James Culbcrtson.

Francis Herron, D. D. Samuel Thompson,
Elisha P. Swift, Benjamin Williamson,

John Stockton, Frederick Lorenz,

Elisha M'Curdy,
Henry R. Weed,
Matthew Brown, D. D.

William C. Anderson.

Samuel Ralston, D. D. John Reynolds,

William Jeft'ery, Thomas Henry,
Robert Johnston, Robert Highlands.

Charles C. Beatty,

Samuel M'Farrcn,
Loyal Younjr,

George Marshall,

The officers of the Board are

—

Rev. FRANCIS HERRON, D. D., President,
" DAVID H. RIDDLE, D. D., Secretary.

Professors—Rev. Luther Halsey, D. D., Professor of Ecclesiastical History and Church
Government.

Rev. David Elliott, D. D., Professor of Theology.
Rev. John W. Nevin, Teacher of Oriental and Biblical Literature.

REPORT OF TRUSTEES OP THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.
In complying with the requisition of the ninth section of the Charter of Incorporation,

directing the Board of Trustees "to lay before the General Assembly as early as possible,

at its annual session, an exact state of the accounts of the corporation," the Trustees re-

spectfully refer iJie General Assembly to the cash account of the Treasurer, for the year
terminating May 1st, 1837, examined and certified to be correct by the Committee of Ac-
counts ; and to tlie list of certificates of l);ink stocks and other securities in the hands of
the Treasurer, which have also been examined, and ascertained to be correct. The ledger
in wliicli the accounts of the past year jiavc been regularly posted and balanced, the

balance sheet of May 1st, 1837, and a particular account of the stocks, &c., belonging to

the several funds, are also herewith submitted.

The whole amount received by the Treasurer from May 1st, 1836, to May 1st, 1837,
was $26,328 84, making, together with $703 14, in the hands of the Treasurer at the

first mentioned date, the sum of $27,031 98. The expenditures during the year have
amounted to $26,96.5 39, leaving a balance in the hands of the Treasurer, at the close of
the fiscal year, of 866 59.

The following is an abstract of the several heads of receipt and expenditure, the items
of which are stated on the Treasurer's accounts.

In the hands of the Treasurer, May 1st, 1836, - - - - $ 703 14
Received for dividends on bank stocks, . . . - . 13,817 17
Proceeds of sale of Bank, and Bridge Company stocks, ... 4,445 11

Interest on bonds, notes, and legacy, - - - - - 2,892 74
Dividends on Bridge, and Insurance Company stocks, - - - 107 00
Contributions of the churches for Commissioners' fund, ... 1,149 89

Ditto. for the fund for contingent expenses of General Assembly, - 1,191 84
Ditto. for professor's salaries, per Rev. Drs. John Breckinridge and

John M'Dowell, .-.....- 1,140 18
Sales of Psalms and Hymns, per Mr. Solomon Allen, for the vear ending

April 29th, 183G, - - - - . . " . - 952 24
Legacy of the late Mrs. Trimble, of Carlisle Pennsylvania, towards found-

ing a Scholarship, - - - - - - - - 161 47

Carried forward, $26,560 78
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Brought forward, $26,560 78

Donation of Rev. Samuel D. Campbell, of Dallas county, Alabaitia, for sup-

port of a student, - - - - - - - 175 00

Rents of real estate, ~ - - - - - - - 258 00

Education contribution, $ 19 02—Missionary contribution, $ 19 18, - - 38 20

$27,031 98

The payments made are for the following objects

—

Salaries of professors in the Tlicological Seminary,

Interest on scholarships' and students' fund, at six per cent., and for support

of a student, ........
For new investments of bank stock, . . . . .

Board of Missions, one year's interest on their stock, at six per cent.,

Commissioners to the General Assembly, by their order, -

Paid Solomon Allen, on account of loan of $2,400 for contingent fund, -

Missionaries at penitentiaries, &,c.. New York and Philadelphia, (Dr. Bou-

dinot's legacy,)--------
Books for pastors' libraries in destitute churches, (Dr. Boudinot's legacy,)

Salaries of officers of General Assembly, and agency.

Janitor's bill for attendance on General 'Assembly,

Salaries of officers of Board of Trustees,.....
Paper for Minutes of General Assembly,.....
Printing 3,000 copies of do. .....
Packing do. do. do. .....
Education contribution, $19 02—Missionary contribution, $19 18,

Expenses of delegates of General Assembly to corresponding bodies,

Treasurer's travelling expenses to Pittsburg, paid by resolution of Trustees,

Discounts on promissory notes, ...--.
Taxes on real estate, $42 24, repairing hydrant, $7, water rent, $5, regu-

lating curb stone, $1 5U, ......
Hauling and removing bark, at session of General Assembly,

Paid by Rev. Dr. John M'Dowell, for sundry contingent expenses,

Two counterfeit notes, $10, uncurrent notes, $2, discounts, $1 71, sta-

tionary for General Assembly, $6 50, trunk for General Assembly, $2 38,

advertising, $2, official papers, $4 50, postage, $11 84,

Balance in Treasurer's hands. May 1, 1837, ....

$ 6,700
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by them in llie United Passaick and Hackcnsack Bridge Company. In pursuance of

tills resolution, the Trustees, on the lUth of August, 1836, sold that stock, consisting^ often

shares, the [)ar value of which was $100 each, at $150, the net proceeds of which, de-

ductino- commissions, amounted to $l,4l)G ^5.

By the death of the late Robert Ralston Esq., which occurred on the 11th of August,

1836, and who had served the Hoard as their President for many years, it became neces-

sary to appoint a President. On the 6th October, 1836, the Rev. Dr. Ashbel Green was
chosen to that office, and Alexander Henry Esq., was appointed Vice President. .

On the lltli August, 1836, the Committee of Finance purchased twenty shares of Unit-

cd States Bank stock, which cost, including commissions, 2,471 16. On the lllh Oc-
tober last, they purchased ten shares of the Grand Gulf Bank, Mississippi, the cost of

which was $992 47, and on tlie 8tii December following, they bought five shares of
United States Bank stock, which cost $ .')93 98.

In the summer of 1836, the Trustees instituted a suit, which is still pending, in Chester

county, Penns}'lvania, for the recovery of a legacy of one hundred pounds bequeathed to

them for missionary purposes, by Mrs. Mary Darlington, of Honey-Brook township, Ches-

ter county, Pennsylvania, by her will dated 4th August, 1813, of which bequest the Trus-

tees receired no information whatever, until 25th September, 1835.

The late President of the Board, Robert Ralston Esq., had been appointed to take charge

of the estate of the late Rev. Joseph Easlburn, consisting of sundry stocks, and of the

house No. 86 Vine street, Philadelphia, whicli were devised to the Trustees, the income to

be appropriated for the support of a pastor of the Mariner's church in Philadelphia. In
consequence of the decease of Mr. Ralston, the Board directed their Treasurer to receive

from his executors the certificates of stock, and other evidences of property included

in the said bequest, and to open and keep a separate and distinct account of receipts and
payments thereon. The certificates of stock and title papers of the house No. 86 Vine
street, were accordingly delivered to the Treasurer, on the 23d December last, and a spe-

cific account of receipts and payments on the said legacy has been opened and kept by
him as above directed. The stocks, valued at the present depressed market price, consti-

tute the item of $ 6,772 in the above list of stocks, &c., held by the Trustees, and the

house No. 86 Vine street is valued at $2,300.

As it appeared probable to the Committee of Finance, in the month of December last,

that the dividends on bank stocks, whicli would become due and payable in the latter part

of the following January, and beginning of February, would considerably exceed the amount
which would be required for payment of professors' salaries and interest due on tlie scholar-

ships, they determined to raise the probable amount of such excess by promissory notes,

and to invest the same in bank stock, which would yield six months' dividend in January,
1837. This was accordingly done, December 30, 1836, by the purcliasc of fifty shares of

stock of the Bank of Vicksburg, Mississippi, for $ 3,863 47, on v^hich a dividend of five

per cent, was received on lOtli January ibiiouung. Owing to the dividends on the stock

of the Agricultural Bank of Natchez, and Planters' Bank of Mississippi, being paid later

than usual, it became necessary to sell stock in order to meet the promissory notes which
had been given. On the 3d February, 1837, twenty-five shares of United States Bank
stock, purchased as above stated, were sold for $2,948 86. A large dividend having been
subsequently received from the Agricultural Bank of Natchez, a purchase was made, March
3d, 1837, of forty shares of the Bank of Vicksburg, for $3,087 70.

On the 25th February last, the sum of $500 was received on account of the arrears of
the Nephew Scholarship, having been recovered by the council of the Trustees, who had
instituted legal proceedings for that purpose in the state of Georgia, and who expected soon

to recover the balance due.

The net amount of additional investments in bank stocks, during the past year, has

been $6,447 39. These have been placed to the credit of the Permanent Fund of the

Theological Seminary, that being the fund in which the greatest deficiency existed. The
amount still deficient in that fund is $7,286 68.

The Committee of Finance were enabled to make these additional investments, princi-

pally from the fact of the bank dividends for the past year having been unusually large,,

which left a considerable surplus after payment of the professors' salaries, together with
six per cent, interest on the scholarships, and on the stock of the Permanent Missionary

Fund. These dividends may be estimated to have averaged, during the past year, about

ten per cent, on the cost of the stock, some of which was purchased at an advance on the

par value. The present depression of stocks has affected in a very great degree, those

owned by the Trustees. What the event of these changes will be is impossible to he fore-

seen ; but the Trustees are of opinion that it would be inexpedient, under present circum-

stances, to make any alterations in the ])rcsent investment of the funds. Should the in-

come of the ensuing year be insufficient to meet the current expenses, the deficiency may
be supplied from the surplus income of the year which has just expired.
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The Trustees executed a power of attorney on the 24th February last, to a gentleman iir

the city of New York, to receive the legacy of $ 1500, bequeathed to them by the late Mr,
Thomas Arden, the receipt of which has been prevented in consequence of a litigation

existino- as to other parts of his will ; but the attorney of the Trustees has not hitherto been

able to obtain payment of the legacy. They also at the same date executed a power of

attorney, authorizing the transfer of sundry stocks held in the name of the Trustees in the

State of Virginia, belonging to the Union Theological Seminary, in pursuance of a request

to that effect from the Synods of Virginia, and North Carolina, as required by the General

Assembly, by their resolution passed 2d June last.

The account of the sales of the Psalms and Hymns, for the past year, has not yet been pre-

pared, but as a large stock of books has been recently procured, it is doubtful whether there

will be a balance in cash to the credit of the Trustees, after paying what remained due on

a loan from Mr. Solomon Allen, of $2,400. The profits of the sale of the Psalms and

Hymns, for the ensuing year, will be applicable for the repayment of what remains due

on the loan from the ED Scholarship to the contingent fund.

By order of the Trustees.

ROBERT H. SMITH, Treasurer.

Philadelphia, May 19th, 1837.

The Trustees of the General Assembly are

—

Rev. ASHBEL GREEN, D. D., President.

ALEXANDER HENRY, Esq., Vice President.

JAMES BAYARD, Esq., Secretary.

Rev. George C. Potts, Mr. Solomon Allen,

Rev. William Neill, D. D., Mr. Ambrose White,

Rev. William Latta, Rev. John M'Dowell, D. D.

Thomas Bradford Jr., Esq. Rev. Cornelius C. Cuyler, D. D,
Charles Chauncey, Esq. Rev. Henry A. Boardman,
Mr. John Stille, Mr. William Brown,
Mr. Matthew Newkirk, John K. Kane, Esq.

Mr. Matthew L. Bevan,

SOLOMON ALLEN'S REPORT.

Philadelphia, May 22d, 1837,

To the Moderator of the General Assembly.

Sir.—It becomes my duty to report to your venerable body, an account of the receipts-

and expenditures for publishing the Psalms and Hymns, from the 28th of April, 1836, to

the 22d of May, 1837. Herewith you will receive the said account, which I will thank

you to present to the General Assembly.

There are now on hand for sale, 2,232 copies of the Psalms and Hymns, all of which are

paid for, which cost $474 98.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

SOLOMON ALLEN.

The General Assembly, in account with Solomon Allen, Dr.

To cash paid Treasurer, for profits to 28th April, 1836,

do. for paper, -..-..
do. for printing, - • -

do. for advertising, ....--
do. for binding, ......

Commission on sales to date, $ 1,004 95, at 5 per cent , -

Balance in hand, .......
Contra Cr.

By balance on hand, as last reported.

Received for Psahns and Hymns sold, to date,

$952 24
354 34
168 00
21 67

351 47
50 25
59 22



.
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SYNODS AND PRESBYTERIES.
The following summary account of Synods and Presbyteries, together with the statisti-

cal reports of Presbyteries in detail, present the Presbyterian Church as it was at the

commencement of the sessions of the General Assembly. During these sessions, /owr of

these Synods, with all tlieir respective Presbyteries, were declared to be no longer a part

of tlie Presbyterian Church in the United States of America, viz. tlie Synod of the Western

Reserve, [see Minutes, page 440,] and the Synods of Utrca, Geneva, and Genesee, [see Mi-

nutes, page 444,] and the Third Presbytery of Philadelphia was dissolved, [see Minutes,

page 472.] The Assembly directed the Stated Clerk, having inserted a note to this eiFect,

to publish the statistics of these judicatories for the past year. [See Minutes, page 494.]

The General Assembly of 1837, at the commencement of their sessions, had under their

care twenty-three Synods, comprising one hundred and thirty-Jive Presbyteries, viz.

1. Tlie Sjnod of ALBANY, containing the six Presbyteries of Londonderry, Newbury-
port, Cham plain, Troy, Albany, and Columbia.

2. The Synod of UTICA, containing the Jive Presbyteries of St. Lawrence, Watertown,
Oswego, Oneida, and Otsego.

3. The Synod of GENEVA, containing the nine Presbyteries of Geneva, Chenango,
Onondaga, Cayuga, Tioga, Cortland, Bath, Delaware, and Chemung.

4. The Synod of GENESEE, containing the six Presbyteries of Genesee, Ontario,

Rochester, Niagara, Buffalo, and Angelica.

5. The Synod of NEW YORK, containing tlie eight Presbyteries of Hudson, North
River, Bedford, Long Island, Long Island 2d, New York, New York 2d, and New York 3d.

6. The Synod of NEW JERSEY, containing the six Presbyteries of Newark, Eliza-

bethtown. New Brunswick, Newton, Susquehaima, and Montrose.

7. The Synod of PHILADELPHIA, containing the ten Presbyteries of Philadelphia,

Philadelphia 2d, Philadelphia 3d, New Castle, Wilmington, Lewes, Baltimore, Carlisle,

Huntingdon, and Northumberland.
8. Tlie Synod of PITTSBURG, containing the eight Presbyteries of Blairsville, Red-

stone, Washington, Oiiio, Allegheny, Steubcnville, Beaver, and Erie.

9. The Synod of the WESTERN RESERVE, containing the eight Presbyteries of
Grand River, Portage, Huron, Trumbull, Cleveland, Maumee, Lorain, and Medina.

10. The Synod of MICHIGAN, containing the three Presbyteries of Detroit, St. Joseph,

and Monroe.
11. The Synod of Ohio, containing the six Presbyteries of Athens, Columbus, Lancas-

ter, Wooster, Richland, and Marion.
12. The Synod of CINCINNATI, containing the^»e Presbyteries of Chillicothe, Miami,

Cincinnati, Oxford, and Sidney.

13. The Synod of INDIANA, containing the six Presbyteries of Salem, Vincennes,
Madison, Crawfordsville, Indianapolis, and Logansport.

14. The Synod of ILLINOIS, containing the eight Presbyteries of Illinois, Kaskaskia,
Sangamon, Ottawa, Schuyler, Palestine, Peoria, and Alton.

15. The Synod of MISSOURI, containing the three Presbyteries of Missouri, St. Louis,

and St. Charles.

16. The Synod of KENTUCKY, containing tlie Jive Presbyteries of Louisville, Muh-
lenburg, Transylvania, West Lexington, and Ebenezer.

17. The Synod of VIRGINIA, containing the five Presbyteries of Lexington, Win-
chester, District of Columbia, West Hanover, and East Hanover.

18. The Synod of NORTH CAROLINA, containing the Jive Presbyteries of Roanoke,
Orange, Fayetteville, Concord, and Morganton.

19. The Synod of TENNESSEE, containing the /o«r Presbyteries of Abingdon, Union,
French Broad, and Holston.

20. The Synod of WEST TENNESSEE, containingthc./fDcPresbyteriesof West Ten-
nessee, Nashville, Shiloh, North Alabama, and Western District.

21. The Synod of SOUTH CAROLINA AND GEORGIA, containing the seven Pres-

byteries of South Carolina, Bethel, Harmony, Charleston Union, Georgia, Hopewell, and
Flint River.

22. The SynodofALABAMA, containing the three Presbyteries of South Albama, Tus-
caloosa, and Tombeckbee.

23. The Synod of MISSISSIPPI, containing the /oar Presbyteries of Mississippi, Clin-

ton, Arkansas, and Louisiana.
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PREFACE TO THE STATISTICAL. TABLE.

In the following table, P. attached to a minister's name denotes that

he is a pastor^- P. added to the name of a church, that it has a paslor;

W. C. ivithout charge; S. S. stated supply; V. vacant; Pres. President

of a College ; Prof. Professor in a College or Theological Seminary

;

Miss. Missionary; Ag. Jlgent; Chap. Chaplain; Con. Congregational

;

and Ch. Church.

Some of the Presbyteries have not made distinct columns for com-

municants added on examination and certificitate. Where this is the

case, the communicants reported as added, are all put in the column

on exajnination, and the fact is designated by a star (*) at the head of

the column. The same is the case, in the reports of some Presby-

teries, in regard to adult and infant baptisms ; they are all put in one

column ; where this is the case they are placed in the following table

in the column for infant baptisms, and the fact is designated also by a

star at the head of the column.

It is respectfully requested, that all Stated Clerks of Presbyteries

would, in their next reports, make them out in the number of column?,

and with the heading, and in the order of the following table. And it

is also earnestly requested, that, agreeably to the order of the Assem-

bly, every Stated Clerk of a Presbytery, before he hands in his report

to the Stated Clerk of the Assembly, will have all the columns care-

fully added.

P
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IVOTICE.

The Stated Clerk of the General Assembly would respectfully call

the attention of the Presbyteries, and especially of their Stated Clerks,

to their annual Statistical Reports to the General Assembly. They are

again urgently requested, to make them out in the exact number of co-

lumns of the preceding printed reports, and in exactly the same order.

Inattention to this has cost the Stated Clerk of the Assembly hours, and

days of labour to prepare' many of the reports for the press. A number

of the Presbyteries, as v^'ill be seen by the preceding tables, have not

given the post-office address of their members. By this omission the

value of these tables is much lessened ; and the Stated Clerk of the As-

sembly, in many instances, knows not how to direct the Minutes to those

entitled to them. Some of the reports are also written in such a care-

less hand, that neither the Stated Clerk of the Assembly, nor the printer,

has been able satisfactorily to make out some names of ministers and

places. About one-half of the reports of this year were not added.

This imposes a very serious labour on the Stated Clerk of tlie Assembly.

And a number of the reports are not signed by the Stated Clerks ; so

that in the list of Stated Clerks in the Summary Table, the name of the

Stated Clerk, as reported last year, is given. The Synods are inform-

ed that there is a great deficiency in sending Synodical reports—only

six have been received this year.

For the direction of Stated Clerks of Presbyteries, a form of report

to the General Assembly is added. To the names of ministers, annex

P. for pastor, S. S. for stated supply, W. C. for without charge. Miss,

for Missionary, Ag. for Agent, Pres. for President, Prof for Professor,

and Chap, for Chaplain; and let the names of all ministers be included

under one of these heads. To the names of churches, add P. to those

that have pastors, S. S. to those that have stated supplies, and V. to

those that are vacant. As far as practicable, place the church opposite

to the name of its pastor or stated supply
;
give the names of Licentiates,,

and the number of Candidates without name, as in the preceding print-

ed reports.
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