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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,
Columbia, S. C. Dec. 5, 1833. >

11 o'clock, A. M. )

The Synod of South-Carolina and Georgia met
according to adjournment, and was opened with a
Srrmon by the Moderator, the Rev. Alonzo Church,

B. D. from 1 Corinthians, 9, 12th. " Nevertheless

we have not used this power, but suffer oil things,

lest we should hinder the Gospel of Christ."

Constituted with prayer.

PRESENT.
Presbytery of South- Carolina.

MINISTERS. ELDERS.

Moses Waddel, D. D. Robert Cunningham,
Richard- B. Cater, Liberty Spring, Church.
Isaac W. Waddel. Nathaniel Harris,

Wiilington Church.
James Pursley,

Lebanon Church,
James Dorroh,

Friendship.

Presbytery of Hopewell.

MINISTERS. ELDERS.

Remembrance Chamberlain. (None.)
Henry Reid,

Samuel R. Talmage,
Alonzo Church, D. D.
Edwin Holt,

Samuel Cassels,

Presbytery of Harmony.

John Cousar, G. T. Snowden,
Thomas Goulding,. D. D. Columbia.
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MINISTERS.

George Howe,
Robert Means,
Robert W. James,

Urias Powers,
Rufus W. Bailey,

William Breariey,

Jeptha Harrison,

Robert B. Campbell,

S. S. Davis.

ELDERS.

James K. Douglas
f

Camden.
Jas. English, Salem
James McCreight,

Winnsborough.

John E. McCaskell,
Darlington.

David George,
Beaver Creek.

James McKonn,
Hopewell.

Charleston Union,

Charles Mclntire,

3d Presbyterian Ch
Samuel Clark,

Beach Island.

B, F. Whitner,
Hamburgh.

B. M. Palmer, D. D.

A. W. Leland, D. D.

B. Gildersleeve,

Elipha White,

Edward Palmer,
Adam Gilchrist,

John A. Mitchell,

Thomas Smith,

John F. Lanneau.

Presbytery of Georgia.

Robert Quarterman, (None.)

Nathaniel A. Pratt,

Charles C. Jones,

Dennis M. Winston.

Presbytery of Bethel.

James B. Stafford, Robert Lusk, Salem.

Wm. B. Daviea. John C. Jeter,

Cane Creek.

John B. Davies, Samuel F. Donlap,
Waxhaw.

Hugh Thomson.

ABSENT.
Presbytery of South- Carolina.

Samuel Davis, Hugh Dickson Wm. H. Barr D. D-

John B. Kennedy, Alexander Kirkpainek, Anthony

W Ross, Michael Dickson, David Humphreys, Ben-

^min D. DuprecWm.CarlUe, Samuel B. Lewers,

John L. Kennedy.
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Presbytery of Hopewell.

Edward Pharr, William B. Richards, James (lam-

ble, Joseph Y, Alexander,. John Harrison, Carlisle P,

Beman, William Quillen, Arthur' A. Mooney, John
Brown, D. D. John Boggs, John S. Wilson, Nathan
Hoyt, Robert McAlpin, Henry Safford, Thomas F.

Scott, James C. Patterson, Hampden C. Garter, Wni,
K. Patlon,

Charleston Union.

William A. McDowell, D. D. Arthur Bujst, John
Dickson, Zabdael Rogers, John B. Van Dvck, Geo.
W. Boggs.

Presbytery of Harmony.

George Reid, John M. Erwin, Nicholas R. Mor-
gan, John McEwen, John Harrington, John McFar-
land, Constantine Blodgett, Charles Le Roy Boyd,
John Rennie, T. Alexander Thomas R. English.

Presbytery of Georgia.

Wm. McWhir, D. D. Horace S. Pratt, Heman F.
Blodgett, Daniel Baker, Joseph C. Stiles, James
Olcott, Lawson B. Clinton, John B. Matthews,

Presbytery of Bethel.

Robert B. Walker, James S. Adams, Aaron Wil-
liams, Cyrus Johnston, John Leroy Davies.

The Synod then proceeded to the choice of Mode-
rator arid Clerk, when the Rev. John B. Davies, was
chosen Moderator, and Richard B. Cater, Temporary
Clerk.

Synod then had a recess until 3 o'clock, this After-

noon.

3 o'clock, P. M.
Synod met.—Present as in the morning. The

minutes of the last meeting were read.

The members present, who were absent at the last

meeting, respectively rendered their reasons for ab-

sence, which were sustained.

The Rev. Wm. S. Plumer, from the Synod of the

Chesapeake; the Rev. Mr, Fairchild, from the Synod
*1
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of Pittsburgh, and the Rev. Mr. Woodbridge from
the Synod of Albany, being present, on invitation

took their seats as Corresponding Members.
Letters were read from the Rev. David Humphrys

and Wm. A. McDowell, D. D. assigning reasons for

absence from the present Sessions, which reasons
were sustained.

Dr. Waddel, Dr. Leland, Henry Reid, Robert
Quarterman, ministers, and Messrs. Snowden and
Dunlap, Elders, were appointed a committee to make
arrangements for Public Service in this place during
the present Sessions.

H. Reid, Isaac W. Waddel, Robert W. James,
Edward Palmer, Jeptha Harrison, Ministers, and
Messrs. George, MclntirG, and Dunlap, Elders, were
appointed a Committee of Bills and Overtures to

meet this Evening, immediately after the adjourn-

ment of Synod, and afterwards upon their own ad-

journments.

John Cousar and Urias Powers, Ministers, and
J. C. Jeter, Elder, were appointed a Committee to

examine the Records of the Presbytery of South-
Carolina.

Moses Waddel, D\ D. and J. A. Mitchell, Minis-

ters; and Robert Lusk, Elder* to examine the Re-
cords of Hopewell Presbytery.

Thomas Smith, James B. Stafford, Ministers, and
Nathaniel Harris, Elder, to examine the Records of

the Presbytery of Harmony.
Samuel K. Talmage, and N. A. Pratt, Ministers ;

and J. English, Elder, to examine the Records of

the Presbytery of Charleston Union.

Wm. Brearley and Remembrance Chamberlain,

Ministers ; and James Pursley, Elder, to examine the

Records of the Presbytery of Georgia.

Dr. Church, and A. Gilchrist, Ministers ; and
Samuel Clark, Elder, to examine the Records of the

Presbytery of Bethel.

Dr. Leland, and Urias Powers, were appoint-

ed to examine the Minutes of the General As-

sembly, and report the subjects which may claim the

special attention of this body.



Ordered, that Presbyterial reports be handed in to-

morrow morning ; and also Reports on the state of

Religion.

Mr, James Harbison, an Elder, from Catholic

Church, Bethel Presbytery, appeared and having as-

signed satisfactory reasons for his delay, took his seat

as a Member of this body. •

Messrs, Bailey, Pratt, Harrison, and Chamberlain
were appointed a Committee to prepare a Narrative

of the State of Religion within the bounds of Synod.
Synod then adjourned, to meet in this place to-

morrow morning, at 9 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

Friday, 9 o'clock, A. 31.

Synod met according to adjournment. Constituted

with prayer.

Present as above, with the Rev. Samuel B. Lewers,
from the Presbytery of South-Carolina, and Thomas
R. Vardell, Elder, from 2d Presbyterian Church,
Charleston, and Mr. C. B. Douglas, Elder, from
Presbytery of Harmony, who, having assigned satis-

factory reasons for their delay, took their seats as

members of this Body.
Presbyterial Reports were called for. The Pres-

bytery of Charleston Union handed in their Report;
which was read and accepted, and from which it ap-

pears that they have, during the year, ordained Ed-
ward T. Buist and John F. Lanneau. That they

have also licensed as probationers for the Gospel
Ministry, John Leighton Wilson, Jnmes L. Merrick,
f
Ilfem«ti8 R. Goulding, Wrn. B. Yates, and William.

Moultrie Reid. That they have dismissed Mr. Wil-
son to put himself under the care of Harmony Pres-
bytery. That they have received as a probationer

under their care, Mr. J. B. Adger from the Presbytery

of New- Brunswick. That they have received the

Bethel Church under their care, and dissolved the
pastoral relation between the Rev. Dr. William A.
McDowell and the 3d Presbyterian Church, Charles-
on.
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The Presbytery of Harmony presented their Re-
port, which was read and accepted, and from which
it appears, that they licensed Thomas R. English at

their last Fall Sessions, and on the 2:1 June, 1833,
ordained him as Pastor of Hopewell Church. That
in April jast they dismissed the Rev. Constantine
Blodgett to join the Presbytery of Georgia. That
m September last, they received from ihe Charleston
Union Presbytery, Mr. J. L. Wilson, a candidate for

the Ministry, and ordained him as an Evangelist.

That on 31st May, 1833, Rev. John MeEweoy de-

parted this life. That on 30i.ii November last, they

dismissed the Rev. N. R. Morgan to join the South
Alabama Presbytery. On the same day, they dis-

missed the ReV. John M. Erwin to join the Presbyte-

ry of Concord. That on the same day they received

the Rev. John Witherspoon from the Presbytery of

Orange, and the R< v. Thomas Goulding, D. D. from*"

the Presbytery of Hopewell.

The Presbytery of Georgia presented their Report,

which was read and accepted and from which it ap-

pears that they had dismissed the Rev. John B.

Matthews to connect himself with the Presbytery of

Philadelphia.. That at the same meeting they re-

ceived the Rev. Thomas Alexander from the Presby-

tery of Harmony ; Ebenezer H. Snowden from the

Presbytery of East Hanover; Alanson Benedict from

the Association of East Fairfield Connecticut ; J.

C. Stiles and Dennis M. Winston from the Presby-

tery of Hopewell. They also report, that at the same
meeting they dismissed Mr. John Baker, a Licentiate

to become connected with the Presbytery of Hope-
well. That they received under their care a Church

recently organized at Tallahassee, and one organized

at Mandorin, Florida. That they dissolved the pas-

toral relation between C. C. Junes and the Presbyte-

rian Church in Savannah, to devote his services to the

instruction of the colored population within their

bounds. They moreover report, that on 20th of Nov.

last, they dismissed the Rev. H. F. Blodgett, to join

the Presbytery of Charleston Union
; aup received

the Rev. Benjamin Burroughs from the Presbytery of
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New-York. They further Report that the Rev. Alan-
son Benedict departed this life on October last, at

Daiville, Virginia.

The Presbytery of Bethel presented their Report
which was read and accepted ; from which it appears,

that on the 6th of April, they licensed Mr. James
Adams to preach the Gospel. That on 6ih of Oct.

they dissolved the pastoral relation between the Rev.
Cyrus Johnston and the Congregation of Beersheba.

That on 5th Nov. they dissolved the pastoral relation

of the Rev. James B. Stafford and the Congregation
of Purity; and on the 6th, that of the Rev. Aaron
Williams and the Congregation of Bullocks Creek ;

and that since their last Report, they have organized

a new church, by the name of Mount Pleasant, con-
sisting of thirty-three members.
The Presbytery of South-Carolina presented their

Report, which was read and accepted, and from
which it appears, that since their last Report, they

have dissolved the pastoral relation between Rev. Mi-
chael Dickson and the Congregation of Nazareth ;

and dismissed the said Dickson, to connect himself

with the Presbytery of Hopewell, Ga. That they

have received from the Presbytery of Hopewell, the

Rev. John Boggs. That about the last of December
last, the Rev. Alexander Kirkpatrick, was removed
by death ; and that they have received two new con-
gregations under their care.

The Presbytery of Hopewell reported, that they

licensed Messrs. J. W. Reid, Theodore M. Dwight,
and John B. Smith, on the 2d day of April, 1833, to

preach the Gospel. That they received on the 30th
of March, Mr. John Baker, a licentiate of the Pres-

bytery of Georgia under their care; and that on the

2d of April, they ordained him to the work of the

ministry ; and that they deposed from the work of the

holy Ministry, William Modervvel, on 10th August,
1833. They have organized a Church named Bethel,

in Columbia County, and have dismissed the Rev.
John Boggs to join the Presbytery of South-Caroli-
na. That on 2d of April, 1833, they dissolved the

pastoral relation between the Rev. C. P. Bemaa and
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the Church at South Liberty ; and that they have re-

called the licens of Mr. Ephraim S. Hopping.

—

They report further, that they have received during
the year, four young men as candidates for the Gos-
pel Ministry ; and that on 1st of December, John
W. Re id, a Licentiate, was ordained as an Evangel-
ist ; and that on the day previous, they received un-
der their care, Mr. James George, as a candidate for

the ministry.

On motion, the Narratives of the respective Pres-
byteries were committed to the Committee on the

Narrative of the state of Religion. The Narrative
of the Presbytery of Georgia was however read, and
that part of it, which related to the instruction of the

colored population, was referred to a committee to

prepare a minute respecting it, to be placed upon our
records—This Committee consists of Dr. Waddel,
Messrs. S. S. Davis, C. C. Jones, Dr. Palmer, Robert
Cunningham, Samuel Clark, S. J. Cassels, James
English,. and J. C. Jeter.

In accordance with the resolution adopted by the

Synod at the last meeting, ' to devote two hours to

religious exercises ; and the time appointed having
arrived

j
Synod had a recess, to meet at the close of

these exercises,

After having spent the allotted time in reading the

Scriptures, singing, prayer, and exhortation, Synod
again met, when the Rev. Mr. Plumer, on invitation,

presented his views respecting such an organization

for the promotion of Foreign Missions as the spirit of

the age called for, and as in his judgment was suited

to the condition of our Southern Churches. Mr. P. oc-

cupied the house until 2 o'clock, when a recess of an

hour was moved and carried.

3 o'clock, P. 31.

Synod met.—Present as in the morning, together

with the Rev. Horace Pratt from the Presbytery of

Georgia, and the Rev. Charles Leroy Boyd, from

Presbytery of Harmony,the Rev. John Le Roy Davies

from the Presbytery of Bethel, and Richard Kc
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Hines, an Elder, from the Presbytery of Hopewell,
who hav ng assigned satisfactory reasons for their

delay, took their seats as Members of this Synod.

The Rev. Mr. Plumer resumed and concluded his

remarks upon the subject of Foreign Missions.

The Rev. Mr. Fair-child, another Corresponding
Member, who appeared as an Agent from the Westtrn
Board of Foreign Missions, was also invited to pre-

sent the subject of his Agency before the Synod 9

which he accordingly did in a brief address.

On motion Resolved, That a Committee, consist-

ing of one Minister and one Elder from each Pres-

bytery be appointed, to which shall be referred the

subject of Foreign Missions.

The Rev. Thomas Goulding, D. D. and James
English, from the Presbytery of Harmony ; the Rev,
Samuel Lewers and Nathaniel Harris from the Pres-

bytery of South-Carolina; the Rev. Henry Reid and
Mr. Hines from the Presbytery of Hopewell ; the

Rev. Edward Palmer and B. F. Whitner from the

Presbytery of the Charleston Union ; the Rev. N. A.
Pratt from the Presbytery of Georgia—and the Rev.
John Leroy Davis and Mr. Lusk from the Presbytery

of Bethel, were appointed a Committee upon Foreign
Missions.

The Rev. Mr. Woodbridge, another Correspond-

ing Member, Agent for the American Tract Society,

on motion, was invited to present to the Synod, the

purport of his Agency, which he accordingly did.

On motion Resolved, That a Committee, consist-

ing of two Members be appointed, to prepare and
submit a minute upon the subject of the Tract cause.

The Rev. Messrs. Holt and Howe were appointed

that committee.
The Rev. Isaac W. Waddel and Mr. Clark were

appointed a Committee to devise means for the pay-

ment of an account for publishing Minutes of Synod,
Synod then adjourned to meet in this place to-mor»

row morning, at 9 o'clock. Concluded with prayer,
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Saturday, Itli Dec. 9 o'clock.

Synod met according to adjournment. Constituted

with prayer. Members present as on yesterday.

The Committee to whom were referred the state-

ments made by the Rev. Mr. Woodbridge on the sub-

ject of the Foreign distribution of Tracts, submitted

their Report, which was accepted and adopted, and
is as follows :

The American Tract Society having adopted a-

«3opted a resolution to appropriate $20,000 for the

distribution of Tracts in Foreign and Pagan lands

during the present year, Therefore resolved, That it

be recommended to the Churches within the bounds
o" this Synod to take a public collection or subscrip-

tion on or near to the 1st Monday of January, 1834,

to aid the American Tract Society in carrying into

effect the said resolution—That it be recommended
also to the Churches to render to the Rev. Mr. Wood-
bridge their co-operation in the accomplishment of
this object.

That the churches may be the better prepared to

act upon the subject, the Committee would suggest

that Mr. Woodbridge be authorised to issue to the

churches within the bounds of this Synod, (upon his

own responsibility) a printed Circular that shall em-
body the above resolution, with such statements, il-

lustrative of the importance of the Foreign distribu-

tion of Tracts, as he may select.

The Committee of Bills and Overtures, reported,

and presented three Overtures, which were accepted

and ordered to be put »ipon the Docket.

The Committee appointed to examine the Minutes
of Charleston Union Presbytery, presented their Re-
port ; which was accepted and recommitted to the

same Committee to perfect tbeir Report.

Mr. James H. Douglas, an Elder from Camden, re-

quested leave to resign, his seat to Mr. Daniel L.
Dessessaure, his alternate, which was granted.

The Board of Directors of the Theological Semi-
Dary presented their Report, which was considered,

accepted and adopted.*
* £See Appendix No. 1.]
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REPORT
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS.

The Board of Directors of the t heological Semi-
nary, owing to circumstances which they could not

control, have heretofore been under tiie necessity of

presenting as their Reports to Synod, nothing mure
than the minutes of their proceedings. These, though
full and explicit as minutes usually are, have failed to

aff>rd an adequate impression of the history, the con-
dition, and the prospers of the institution which has

been confided to their care. J o remedy this defect,

the Board have thought it expedient to begin .with

the origin of the Seminary, and take a hasty survey

of the proceedings of prtst years, that the Synod may
see at one view what progress has been made, aud
what are the grounds of encouragement for future ex-

ertions. . •

.

Long before any effort was made to establish a
Theological Seminary within our bounds, such an en-
terprise was often made the subject of free conversa-

tion at. the meetings of our Ecclesiastical Judicatories
;

and in several instances resolutions were adopted,
having a direct bearing upon the object. But to the

Presbytery, of South-Carolina belongs the honour of
making the first decided and vigorous effort to carry

this object into effect. They fixed upon a plan ; en-
gaged an Agent to solicit funds ; and had made some-
progress towards the establishment of such an insti-

to*i!)n, when, at the meeting of Synod in 1S24, they
offered to commit the whole of what they bad done
into the hands of trie Synod, with the single provision,

that the location of »he contemplated Seminary should
.be in Pendleton district. The Synod accepted the
proposal under this limitation. Bat at that meeting
nothing definite was done. In November, 18:25, the
Synod fixed upon a title for the contemplated institu-

tion, and calleti it " the Literary and Theological Se-
miuaiw of the Synod," aud adopted a Constitution
having a reference" to both these departments. At
th.it meeting they also formed a Board, and appoint-
ed Committees of.Trust, of Location, &c. and engag-
ed a general Agent to obtain funds. At the meeting



14

of Synod in November 1824, no further progress had
been made towards the establishment of the institu«

tion, except that the Agent had succeeded in obtain-
ing a subscription to a considerable amount. The
subscriptions and collections at that time did not vary
much from thirty thousand dollars. But when the

Synod met in 1827, difficulties were found to have
arisen in the management of the pecuniary affairs of
the Seminary. What money had been collected was
loaned out, and on such security too, as was not re-

garded sufficiently ample. And the whole plan, after

having undergone a full investigation, was consider-

ed too complicated and unwieldly to be managed by
the Synod. The Literary department was therefore

abandoned, and donors to the institution were au-

thorized to reclaim the amounts which they had res-

pectively given—And subscribers were exonerated
from their pledges, unless they chose to renew theme
The result was, that some who had given money with

a reference to the Literary department, availed them-
selves of the opportunity for reclaiming it, and some
subscribers also withdrew their pledges. Yet, the sums
thus withdrawn, were more than counterbalanced by

additional subscriptions from those who favored the

change.
In November 1825, the Synod appointed the pre-

sent Professor of Ecclesiastical History, Professor of

Christian Theology, with liberty to remain at his re-

sidence, in Lexington, Ga. during the year.

The Presbytery of South-Carolina in 1829, at the

request of the Synod generously released this body

from their pledge to locate the institution in Pendle-

ton district. The Board then felt at liberty to compare
the advantages offered by different places ; and by an

unexpected unanimity, Columbia was then fixed upon
as the permanent site of the institution. The Pro-

fessor in the department of Christian Theology was,

with his consent, transferred to the department of

Ecclesiastical History, and the Rev. Dr. Waddel was
chosen Professor of Christian Theology. But this ap-

pointment he subsequently declined. Early in 1830,

, he Professor of Ecclesiastical History, Dr. Goulding,
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removed to Columbia, and though be gave instruc

tions to several young men who had the Ministry in

view, yet no class was formed until the meeting of

Synod in 1830. At that meeting, the present Pro-

fessor of Biblical Literature, Mr. IJowe, was appoint-

ed a teacher iti the institution, and the year following,

lie was elected Professor. Meanwhile, Col. Abraham
Blariding, voluntarily engaged, with the assistance

of others, to purchase a lot and buildings for the Se-
minary. This he effected in a few months, and pre-
sented to the Board free of any expense, the buildings

and lot which the Seminary now occupies. These
buildings, and this lot, were procured at an expense
of $14,000, and fortius generous donation, the Beard
feel under deep and lasting obligations.

Such is a brief sketch of the oiigin of this institu-

tion, and of its history, until it came into effective

operation.

The attention of the Synod will now be called to

its present condition.

And 1st. The Professors.—At present, there are

but two Professors in the Seminary, the Rev. Tho-
Goulding, D. D. Professor of Ecclesiastical History
and Church Government ; and the Rev. George
Howe, Professor of Biblical Literature. Rev. Di%
McDowell, who was appointed last year to the Pro-
fessorship of Christian Theology,, having declined

his appointment, the duties of that department have
been divided for the year now closed, between the two
other Professors. As considerable solicitude was
manifested by the Professors and Students, for Dr.
Porter, President of the Theological Seminary at An-
dover, who was in this Stale last winter and spring,

to deliver in the Seminary, a course of Lectures on
Sacred Rhetoric, the Executive Committee accord-
ingly tendered to him a respectful invitation to deliver

the aforesaid course of Lectures, which he did, to the

great benefit and satisfaction of tiie Professors and
Students,

2. Students.—By the Report of the Professors, the
class which has just completed their course, consisted

of five members, Messrs. J, M. W\ Adams, F. Fy
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Gonlding, Jas. L. Merrick, Wm. Moultrie Reid ano-

Wm. Yales. Two others were regularly connected
with the class, one of whom left last year, and the

other, the Rev, J. L. Wilson, has recently been or-

*d aiiied, and has gone on a Foreign Mission under the

direction of the American Board.

The Senior Class consists of six members, viz.

Messrs. Axson, Egertou, Frazer, Legare, Peden and
Fetrie.

The Middle Class consists of nine members, viz.

Messrs. Banks, C.issels, Douglas, Gray, Hooker,
Mallard, Magruder, Montgomery and Peltoi?, And
another class entitled the Junior, will doubiless he

formed at, or before the commencement of another

term.

The examination of the Students before the BoardK

has been highly creditable both to them and to their

instructors. And the Board have been much grati-

fied in receiving the most unqualified testimonials

that the Students in the Seminary have uniformly

manifested a becoming Christian <
! portment. There

have been several other Students who have availed

themselves of some of the advantages of the Semi-
nary, but who were not regularly connected with the

institution.

3. The Charier.—The" Board have secured from
the Legislature of this State, an act of incorporation,

under which they can hold property to the amount of
two hundred thousand dollars for twenty-one years.

And if this privilege be used in a proper manner, it

will doubtless be extended from period to period,

covering also whatever sums may be necessary for

the pro-penty of the Institution.

4. Funds.—The Funds of the Seminary consist

3. Of Buildings and Lois presented thro'

the agency of Col. Blanding, $14,000- 00
2. Houseand Let purchased by the Board 1,000 00
3. The Nephew Scholarship, 2.500 00
4. Subscriptions and investments in Geor-

gia towards the Georgia Professorship, 22,609 00
5. Subscriptions and investments in South

Carolina, including the Scholarship of
the Congregational and Presbyteiian
Female Education Society, 10,882 00?
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6. Subscriptions and collections by the

agency of the Rev. Mr. Davis, in the

Northern States, 15.5S4 75

Total, $66,575 75

Some allowance should be made for subscriptions,

payable as these are, in from three to five annual in-

stalments ; but it is believed that they are as good, if

not better, than subscriptions usually are to such
institutions. There cannot however, be any reason-

able doubt but that with due exertions, ample provi-

sions may be speedily made for completing the en-

downent of the three Professorships already under-
taken. ... isMfe* *

I

5. The Library.—The Library of the Seminary
consists of about 1900 volumes, most of which have

been freely given by the friends of the Institution.

Among these are many rare and valuable works.

Besides these a member of the Board has collected

about fifty volumes, which he intends sending on his

return from Synod.
'6. The Constitution.—The Board for two or three

years past, have committed an^ recommitted to a
committee the duty of preparing a Constitution to be

submitted for their consideration and -approval. Thi3
lias, at tast, been effected, and by a resolution of the

Board, the following Constitution has been recom-
mended to the Synod for their adoption.*

For the encouragement of the Synod to persevere

in this noble enterprize, let every one of its members
duly consider the progress which has already been
made. We have now a Theological Institution

which *' has a local habitation and a name." We
have buildings and lands, and investments, and sub-
scriptions, amounting to between sixty and seventy
thousand dollars. We have a charter by which this

property can be held—We have a valuable library.

There are besides two Professors, in which the Synod
have reason to confide, who have been- preparing
twenty students to go forth into all the world as the
Heralds of the evprlasting Gospel, under the great
commission of the Kings of Kings. Six or seven

* [See Appendix No. 2.]
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have already gone, or are ready to go, Jehovah be-

ing their shield and their buckler, wherever in this

wide world, He, in his holy providence, may send

them. And what is more, this Institution is dear

to the hearts ofour Ministers, and Elders, and Church-

es ; and they have strength enough under God, to

sustain it. It will arise— It will prosper. And the

spectacle, we venture to predict, will be exhibited

here at no distant day, of an Institution with a hun-
dred students, and ample accommodations for them
all—and ample means of Instruction. This will be,

if—if we, as a Synod and as individuals, are dispos-

ed to do our duty—to do it now-—and to do it with a

fixed purpose, and with unshaken confidence in the

promises and providence of God.
In connexion with the prospects before us, the

Board have some estimates to make of what is neces-

sary to be done in order to sustain the Institution

and to render it prosperous.

To meet the engagements for this year, including

$535 for the payment of the lot purchased by the

Board, the balance on Professor's salaries, repairs,

expences and salar*y of agent, &c. it will require

not much short of $2500. To meet the expenses of

the ensuing year, provided another professor should be

elected, it will require an appropriation of about
$5000. To the Synod it is known that but a small
proportion of our funds are as yet invested in avail-

able stock—That the subscriptions are to be paid in

instalments—and that it will require four or five

years to complete the collections, and render them
available. Meanwhile what is to be done? What
but to appeal to our churches, and hold up this object

before them, and ask them what they are willing to

give to sustain this school of the Prophets. Spread
it before the churches in its true Jiifht, and the silver

and the gold will be forthcoming. God will open the

hearts of his people, as lie did of old, when they

brought their offerings for the building of the Taber-
nacle in the wilderness.

In this Synod, there are about one hundred Min-
isters, and one hundred and fifty churches. Fifty do!-
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krs each for the Ministers, or thirty three and F-$
dollars from each of the churches, would he ade-

quate of itself to defray the current annual expences
g

according to the foregoing estimate. And cannot this

be done, and much more, if necessary ? If an appeal

were now made to the Synod, we have no doubt that

pledges to the full amount would be given without a

moment's hesitation.

The Board further Report, that the period for

which the following individuals were elected, expires

with the present meeting of Synod, viz :~3Iinis(.ers
i

H. S. Pratt, R. W. James, J. B. Davis, S. K. Tal-
mage, R. Means and M. Dickson". Laymen, G. T,
Snowden, Joseph Cumming, David R. Evans and
Robert Cunningham.
On motion Resolved, That so much of the Report

of the Board of Directors of the Theological Semi-
nary as relates to the election of Directors to supply
the place of those whose term of service expires
with this meeting,' be now taken up ; that nomina-
tions be called for to fill their place—and that the
election be the order of the day for 10 o'clock on
Monday. Nominations were accordingly made on
calling the roll.

On motion Resolved, That it be the order of the

day for 3 o'clock, this- Afternoon, to consider the sub-
ject of Sabbath Schools.

The Committee on the Minutes of the General
Assembly, reported the following resolutions which
were considered and adopted :

1. Resolved, That the Synod cordially concur with

the General Assembly in setting apart the 1st Mon-
day in January, 1834, as a day of special prayer for

the conversion of the worjd ; and earnestly recom-
mend to the Ministers and Churches, within their

bounds, the devout observance of the day aforesaid.

2. Resolved, That this Synod perceive with great
pleasure, in the Minutes .of the General Assembly,
reference to a contemplated effort to supply within

a definite period, the accessible reading population of
the earth with the Holy Scriptures ; and that if the

work shall be undertaken, we pledge our prayer?,



26

A letter from Rev, G. W. Boggs, Missionary to

Bombay, was read, and on motion, was reft re 1 to

the Southern Board of Foreign Missions.
On motion, Resolved, That when Synod adjourn,

it adjourn to meet in the Presbyterian Church, Au-
gusta, (Ga.) on the first Thursday in December
next, at 11 o'clock, A. M.
The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported

Overture No. 6, which was read and referred to a

special Committee, consisting of Rev. Drs. Palmer,
Leland and Waddel.
On motion, Resolved, That the thanks of this

body be tendered to ihe inhabitants of Columbia, for

the hospitality with which they have received ihe Sy-
nod ; and that the session of the Presbyterian Church
be requested to communicate the same to them in any
form which they may select.

The Committee to whom Overture No. 5 was re-

ferred, which is as follows :—" Are members of ihe

Church, who take offence at their Pastor, and abstain

on this account from the word and ordinances in

their own Church, are they on account of their thus

abstaining, proper subjects of Church discipline 1 and
is it expedient in this country, and in the present

state of the Presbyterian Church, to deal with such

members for their irregularity, provided nothing more
scandalous be chargeable against them?1

' submitted

the following Report, which was adopted, viz : " That
the question is answered in our form of Church
Government, chap. 9. section 6 and 7th ; and that

expediency ought not to prevent the exercise of dis-

cipline."

The Committee appointed to prepare a Pastoral

Letter to the Churches under the cate of this Synod,

reported, That they have not, and probably will not,

have time to perform the duty assigned them. Where-
upon that Committee was discharged, and another

Committee consisting of Dr. Leland, Mr. Smith and

Mr. Gildersleeve, were appointed to draft the letjer,

and publish it without submitting it to Synod.

The Committee of Bills and Overtures, reported an

Appeal in behalf of John B. Simpson and wife, from

the decision of the South-Carolina Presbytery in 1824,
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hy which decision the appellants had been excluded

from the communion of the Presbyterian Church.

After reading the documents', and hearing state-

ments from members of the Presbytery, all of whom
were favorable to the restoration of the appellants to

Church privileges, the appeal was sustained, and Mr.
John B. Simpson and wife were restored to the com-
munion of the Church.
The Committee to whom Overture No. 4 was re-

ferred, reported the following1 Resolution, viz :

Resolved, That the Presbytery of Hopewell be di-

vided according to the Resolution of that Presbytery

in April last; and that the pari of the Presbytery now
called Hopewell, on the west side of the Oeh'frrulgee

River, including also the counties of Newton, Walton
and Gwinnett, be denominated the Presbytery of Good
Hope; to meet in McDonough on the Thursday be-

fore the fourth Sabbath of March next, at 11 o'clock,

A- M. ; to be opened by a Sermon by the Rev. Mr.
Holt, or in case of his absence, by the senior member
present, who is to preside until another Moderator be

chosen. And whereas the Moderator of Hopewell
Presbytery will, by this decision, be included in the

Good Hope Presbytery, therefore Resolved, That the

Rev. Mr. Talmage be appointed Moderator of Hope-
well Presbytery, for its next stated sessions, or in case

of his absence, the senior member present.

Synod, after imploring the Divine blessing, pro-

ceeded to the election of a Professor of Christian

Theology in the Seminary of this Synod. Rev. Mr.
Smith and Mr. N. A. Pratt, were appointed a Com-
mittee to receive and count the votes. This Commit-
tee having retired for a few minutes, returned, and re-

ported, That Dr. Leland was elected to that office.

On motion, Resolved, That his salary be fixed at

$ 1600 per annum.
The Rev. Samuel S. Davis and Mr. Dickson, were

appointed a Committee to inform Dr. Leland of his

election, and receive his answer.

The Committee appointed to prepare a Narrative

of the state of Religion, reported. The Report hav*

ing been read, On motion, Ordered, Thai it be adop-

ted, and published with the minutes of this Synod
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300 copies of which were ordered to be printed, md
Messrs. Mitchell and Gildersleeve were appointed to

superintend the publication of the same.

NARRATIVE.
There is always something peculiarly impressive

and interesting in retrospective views, especially when
those views opeir to the mind, fields where we have

labored and wept, sown in tears and waited with ex-

pectation— fields on which vegetation has quickened

under our hand, fruits have ripened, and the harvest

has been gathered. Transfer this figure to the

Church, to the trials of the faithful Minister, to the

close and the harvest of his labors when he rests and
recounts his victories, and how deeply, how trium-

phantly can we feel it. Such is the anniversary meet-
ing of the servants of Christ—such our holy convoca-
tion now. While three of our beloved brethren,

Rev. John McEwen, of Harmony Presbytery, and
Rev. Alexander Kirkpatrick, of the Presbytery of
South-Carolina, and Rev. A. Benedict, of the Presby-
tery of Georgia, have been called by death from their

fields of labor to their rewards on high, we may expe-
rience a foretaste and earnest of their and our final

joys in this sweet fellowship and communion here.

The Synod of South-Carolina and Georgia, in

presenting its annual narrative of the state of reli-

gion, has few of those distinguished triumphs of grace

to record, which gave such deep interest to its last

Report. Yet, we still dwell with gratitude and ador-

ing praise on the songs to which those new born
voices were then attuned in the day of God's power,
and we may still find a rich source of consolation

and hope in the prospective views of the influence,

strength and glory of our Church, furnished by the

present state of religion among its members. The
state of religion in the Church, more than any nume-
rical force, presents the true standard of its pros-

perity and prospects. This, it is our present object

briefly to present.

Its Internal order and Harmony.
We believe there is a firm attachment to the doc-

trines and discipline of our Church among its mem-



bers, and that this attachment is more4han formerly

based cn sai intelligent understanding of those doc-

trines and that discipline. Some of our Clergy have

net only tanght and explained publicly those doc-

trines and that discipline, but have wisely placed our

prmted book, which embodies them, in the hands
of their members, and thus contributed greatly to

make them efficient, by making them intelligent,

Christians. Next after the Bible, should be studied

our Confession of Faith, which is but a summary of

its doctrines ; and our Book of Discipline, which is

the constitutional form, by which our Church is era-

bodied and governed. We commend this little volume
to the careful perusal of all the members of our

Church. Too much apathy and neglect prevail on
this subject. The consequeuce is—our Church is not

sufficiently intelligent on its own distinctive charac-

ter, comparative privileges and excellence— its pre-

cious doctrines fail of their full effect to comfort,

strengthen and sanctify, its order is deranged, and its

discipline relaxed and enfeebled. The remedies are

in our own hands, and the responsibilities rest with

principal weight on the Ministers.

That harmony, which has heretofore distinguished

our Zion, we are happy to say, is still preserved.

Amid conflicts and trials of peculiar difficulty, it is

certainly cause of gratitude and praise that the in-

terests of the Church have continued to exert so para-

mount an influence over its members, and harmony
within, and a spirit of love have been so generally

maintained.

Revivals of Religion.

Although our Churches have been less revived dur-

ing the last,than on the preceeding year, we have not

been without evidences that God is amongst us, and
that He is able and mighty to save. These, we are

bound to record to the glory of His grace. In
Charleston Union Presbytery', protracted meetings
have been blessed to the congregations of Willtown
and Walterhorough. In one of the congregations,

several members of a female Bible Class have become
•3
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hopeful subjects of grace, and Sabbatli School in-

structions have been blessed in other instances. In

Harmony Presbytery , there has been a general atten-

tion to the means of grace, and good order in most of

the Churches, but with few revivals and a few ad-

ditions to the communion. The annual report from
Bethel Presbytery complains of a smte of great cold-

ness and declension in the life of religion, and a des-

titution of the preached word, yet several of their

Churches have been blessed with seasons of revival 9

and considerable additions made to their members,
particularly Bethesda, Bethel, Fishing Creek, Wax-
haw, Catholic and Cane Creek. The South Caro-
lina Presbytery, report, that in Laurens district,

one new Church has been organized, consisting of

72 members, and 28 have been added to another

Church. In Andersou district, some Churches exhi-

bit promising appearances, and to others some addi-

tions have been made. In Abbeville, there has been
good attention to preaching, and additions to several

of the Churches. Georgia and Hopewell Presbyteries

are blessed with a favorable state of religion in their

Churches without any special revival. In Tallahas-

see, Florida, a new Church has been organized

within the last year, and placed under the care of Geor-
gia Presbytery. This Church has enjoyed an inter-

esting revival of religion, and been greatly strength-

ened.

Foreign Missions,

The Monthly Concert of Prayer, although totally

neglected by a few of our Churches, has been regular-

ly observed by many. For Foreign Missions some-
thing has been done, but little, however, compared
with what we owe to the subject. The attention ex-

cited to it by two of our brethren who recently left us

to preach the gospel to the heathen, has been awaken-
od anew the present year by another beloved brother,

the Rev. J. Leighton Wilson* who has just finished

his studies at our Theological Seminary, and is now
on his way to carry the glad news of salvation to the

heathen abroad. The creation of the Southern Board
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of Missions just completed by an act of this SynoJv
may be regarded as a physical organization compe-
tent to bring into action the energies of our Church,

We look to God to breathe upon us the spirit of Mis-
sions, which is the spirit of life, and this strong por-

tion of the Church will be brought out to the help of

the Lord against the mighty. We trust and believe

the next report of Synod will have something in this

department to record of its character and efficient ac-

tion.

Education Society,

The education of pious young men for the Gos-
pel Ministry, a cause so intitnately connected with the

prosperity of our Theological Seminary, and the sup-

ply of our vacant Churches, has received some at-

tention. But efforts on this subject have been with-

out system, and much more limited than the cause
demands. The Rev. S. S. Davis, has recently under-
taken an agency for the South, to organize our whole
Church by constituting each Presbytery auxiliary to

the 14 Assembly's Board of Education " and thus to

concentrate our energies on this subject. His office

at Augusta, is at a central point, and under his effi-

cient agency we may expect to find the resources of
our Churches, and the hearts of our pious youth
drawn effectually to a co-operation in the well laid

glans of this institution.

Theological Seminary.

This child of our labours, prayers and hopes has
attained, even in its infancy, a strength and character

beyond its years. The first class, consisting of six

members, has now finished its course, and these young
men have already been presented with great accept-

ance to the Churches, as preachers of the Gospel.

One of them has already gone to the heathen, and
another has devoted himself to the same service.

The standard of piety, and spirit of self-denial mani-
fested by the present members of our Seminary, pro-

mise great usefulness in their personal labors to the

Church, and are auspicious in their probable bearing
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on the future character of the institution. May the

simplicity and economy of their habits of living, their

application te study, their burning seal fcr the salva-

tion of souls, tiie Missionary spirit they breathe, be

sustained in this Seminary, until the original com-
mission to the Gospel Ministry shall be fully executed:.
81 Go ye into all the ^oriJ and preach the Gospel to

every ereatuks." We again commend this school

of the prophets to the prayers end liberal support of

our Chuscbes. Every stream that flows into it from
the liberal hand of pecuniary bounty, will return upon
our land in the broad river of life to refresh and to

save our child; en.

Domestic Missionary Society.

This Society, the necessary coadjutor of our Edu-
cation Society and Theological Seminary, in furnish-

ing a complete Ministry to our Churches, has scarcely

an existence but in name, and of course the cause has

gained but very partial attention. The poor Church-

es are crying for help with a voice that draws tears

wherever there is a heart to feel for ihe desolations

of Zion. Our rich Churches, it is believed, are wil-

ling to help them, but the necessary agencies are ab-

sent. We look with hope and expectation to the

execution of the plan laid in the w Aszemhhfs Board
of Missions" to bring relief to our famishing Church-

es, and we will welcome the efforts of tbeir Secretary

to bring our Church into the contemplated organiza-

tion, and our reasources to bear on thi: most import-

ant and affecting object of Christian benevolence.

Bible Cause.

This noble cause, which contemplates the supply

of the entire reading population of the world with the

word of hfe, has shared in the contributions of many
of our Churches. It must dwell with undying inter-

est on the hearts of all who have felt the word of this

salvation " cj lling them out of darkness into marvel-

lous light, and from the power of sin and satan unto

God. 11 Those who have truly known its " power to

save," can never be satisfied while it is withheld

from any portion of our dying world.
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Tract Cause,

Little is said on this subject in our Presbyteria! re-

ports. It is known, however, to have excited a degree

of attention and aid in almost every section oi' our

church. The utility of this mode of instruction has

been fully tested and acknowledged. An Agent of

the American Tract Society, the Rev. Mr. Wood-
bridge, has been before this Synod, and has commend-
ded his object to the favorable attention and co-ope-

ration of our churches. We trust his efforts will be

crowned with success, and that we shall not only have
the opporluniiy to do good to ourselves, but be found

to bear an honorable part in the great work now under-

taken for foreign distribution.

Sunday Schools.

These are subjects of special report from the

Charleston Union, Bethel, Harmony, and South Car-
olina Presbyteries. They have in general received

some attention, and in many Churches, have been
made an object of special regard. Many of our
Churches have generally furnished Teachers, Books,
and all the necessary means of conducting schools in

neighborhoods contiguous to themselves, and in this

way many lay-members of our churches have become
strong and efficient auxiliaries to the ministry, and
contributed greatly, and directly to the salvation of
souls. The " effort for the South'''' is cordially res-

ponded to, and we only need perseverance commen-
surate with our promptness to engage in the enterprise

to bring forward a generation to follow us, who shall

be enlightened in the truth, and zealous of God's
praise.

Temperance Cause.

This cause is reported from the Charleston Union t

South Carolina, and Harmony Presbyteries as decid-

edly gaining ground. We have evidence that it rests

with increasing weight on the consciences of Chris-

tians, and in its extended and extending, its salutary

and saving influence, excites the admiration of the

world at large, and the general approbation of good
men. It has our cordial good wishes. We believe j&.
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is destined to advance, until total abstinence shalj

be the recieved doctrine^ not only of every member of

every church, nut of every good citizen—and Alco-

hol, in a!i its modifications, shall he labelled and care-

fully couii.ied, in vials to the medicine chest of every

family, subjected to the same restricted use with

opium, calomel or arsenic.

Religious Instruction of our Coloured Population.

This Synod continue to feel the same responsibili-

ties and desires on this subject which they have re-

pealedly expressed. They rejoice to find that increas-

ing attention is paid to it on the part of many who
are largely interested as owners in this class of our
population, and that there is an increasing disposition,

on their part to receive and invite instruction for these

heathen in our own land. Under the restrictions and
limitatious of the laws, we hope all ministers will de-

light to impart to them the blessings of the Gospel and
that Christian Masters will feel that in these posses-

sions, they have not only the responsibilities of pro-

perty—but that 44 souls are their charge."

Among the favorable indications in the State of re- 1

Jigion, we should do injustice to our feelings, and be

truly ungrateful should we neglect to record the divine

goodness manifested to the Synod at its present meet-
ing. It has been truly a season of reviving, of quick-

ening and Christian communion. Under its influ-

ence we trust and believe our Churches will receive a

new impulse through their ministers in every bene-

volent and holy enterprise. Can we forget the good-

ness and the grace of God now manifested 1 We
have met as brethren. We have felt the warm hand
of friendship, expressing the fellowship of more than

a brothers love. Envy and jealousy have been ban-

ished—-strifeihas ceased, ere it was matured—dissen-

lions have not been known—the Lord has been with

us, and " the mountains have flowed down at his pre-

sence." While " there be many that say, who will

show us any good, 1
' taught by a happy experience,

may our prayers ever be

—

u Lord, lift thou upon u*
the light of thy countenance*"
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&ur Church, then, in all our prospective viewa

of its destinies, furnishes ground for confident expec-
tation of an onward and upward course. Never luive

we possessed ground so elevated, and a foundation so

broad as at the present moment. With the prayer,

the union, the brotherly love, tin- Christian feeling and
enterprise by which this meeting has been character-

ized, we may well be satisfied to do our own work,
and let dtijp enemies alone, except to pity and to pray
for them.**

The Committee appointed to notify the Rev. Dr.
Leiand of his election as a Professor in the Theolo-
gical Seminary, and receiye his answer, reported,

That llit-y had had an interview with Dr. Leland,
that he was then present, and would answer in per-

son—Whereupon, Or- Leland arose, and said in

effect, that he felt incompetent to the task ; hut as his

brethren had manifested a confidence in him which he

had not at ail anticipated, he felt truly grateful for

this expression of their favor, and asked the indul-

gence of the Synod for a few days, when he would
communicate to the Board his decision.

The Ri v. S. S. Davis, who has been appointed

permanent Agent of the General Assembly's Board
of Education for the State of South-Carolina and
Georgia, made a brief statement of the operations

and claims of the Assembly's Board—Whereupon, it

was Resolved, That this Synod rejoice in the extend-

ed and increased operations of the Assembly's Board
of Education.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Churches
under our care, to render the Agent of the Assem-
bly's Board every facility in their power in the prose-

cution of this benevolent enterprise.

On motion, also Resolved, That the new Presby-

tery of Good Hope be directed to pay to the Stated

Clerk of this Synod, Jive dollars annually, as their

proportion of his salary.

The Committee to whom was referred a letter from

the session of the Church in Columbia, requesting

the advice or assistance -of Synod, in procuring them

a Pastor, reported, That they can meet the views of



Half-past 3 o'clock, P. M.

The Board met, when the Students of the Senior
and Middle Classes were examined on the Exegesis
of the Greek and Hebrew Scriptures, and the Senior
Class on Campbell's Rhetoric. The Board again
had a recess to meet at a quarter before 7 o'clock*

P. M.

A quarter before 7 o'clock, P. M.

The Board met—Present as above, with the addi-

tion of Capt. Robert Cunningham, Vice-President^

whose excuse for not coming earlier was sustained.

The Minutes of the last meeting were read.

Rev. Dr. McDowall having, by letter, tendered his

resignation as Secretary of the Board, his resignation

was, on motion, accepted, and Mr. Gildersleeve was
unanimously elected by ballot to fill the office.

The Executive Committee presented their Report
in part, which, on motion, was recommitted to the

same Committtee, with instruction? -> correct and
complete it, and report in full.

The Committee appointed to attend the Spring
Examination of the Students of the Seminary, re-

ported, That they were in readiness to attend to the

duties assigned them ; but in consequence of the pre-

vious dispersion of the students, no examination took

place.

The Report was accepted
;
Whereupon it was una-

nimously Resolved, That the Board disapprove .of

the dispersion of the Students in term time ; and that

the Professors be furnished with a copy of this reso-

lution.

The Committee on the Constitution presented as

their Report a draft of a Constitution, which was read,

and after some discussion, the further consideration

of the subject was deferred for the present.

The Board then adjourned to meet to-morrow
morning, at a quarter before 9 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.
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^Wednesday Morning, a quarter before 9 o'clock.

The Board met, and was constituted with prayer.

Present as on last evening, with the addition of Rev.

Moses Waddel, D. D., Samuel J. Cassels, J. B. Da-
vies, J. K. Douglas, Esq.

The examination of the Students was resumed,
when thn Middle Class was examined on didactic

Theology and Church History to the 14th Century,

and the Sensor Class on Church History from the

14th to the 19th Century—and several members of

the Junior Class read Dissertations on Biblical His-

tory.

The Board then had a recess until 3 o'clock this

afternoon.

Wednesday, 3 o'clock. P. M.

The Board met—Present as in the morning. The
Junior Class read Dissertations on Biblical History.

Essays were also read by ike Students of the Middle
Class.

The Board then had a recess to meet in the Lec-
ture Room of the Presbyterian Church, at half-past 6
o'clock this evening.

Wednesday Evening, half-past 6 o'clock.

The Board met in the Lecture Room of the Pres-

byterian Church, where the Students of the Senior

Class, viz. J. M. N. Adams, F. R. Goulding, Wm.
Moultrie Reid and Jas. L. Merrick, who had comple-
ted their Theological course, delivered in the presence

of the Board and a respectable audience, Disserta-

tions upon subjects which had been previously assign-

ed them by the Professors.

The Committee appointed to obtain from the Le-
gislature of this State an Act of Incorporation, pre-

sent their Report, which was read and accepted, and
is as follows, viz :

—

11 That the Legislature of the State,

of South- Carolina did, on the 20th day of December
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1S32, pass an act, entitled u An Act to incorporate

certain Societies," in which " the Board of Direc-

tors of the Theological Seminary of the Synod of
South-Carolina and Georgia," is declared to be a

body corporate and politic—that the said Board is

also declared by the act aforesaid to have succession

of officers and members, to be chosen according to

their own by-laws ; and shall have power to make by-

laws, not repugnant to the laws of the land— to have,

keep and use a common seal, and the same to alter nt

will— to sue and be sued, plead and be implended in

any Court of this State, and to have and enjoy every

right incident to incorporation—That the Board is

empowered to retain, hold, possess, and enjoy all such

property as they may now be possessed of, or entitled

to, or which shall hereafter be given, bequeathed to,

or in any manner acquired by them ; and to sell,

alien, or in any way transfer the same, or any part

thereof: Provided the amount fo held, c bnll not ex-

ceed $^@0,©00—And finally, that tbe Act of Incor-

poration is declared to be a public act, and to conti-

nue in force for twenty-one years."

On motion, Resolved, That the aforesaid Act of In-

corporation, (to be found in Acts and Resolutions of

the General Assembly of South-Carolina for 1832,

pp. 44-48,) be accepted.

On motion, Resolved, That the time and place for

preaching the Annual Sermon before the Board, Pro-

fessors and Students, be fixed for to-morrow night, at

half-past 6 o'clock, in the Presbyterian Church.

The Treasurer, Wm. Law, Esq. presented his Re-
port, which was read, and referred to a Committee of

Audits, consisting of Messrs. Jas. K. Douglas, Chs.

Mclntire and Robert Cunningham.
The Bonrd then adjotirnsd to meet in the Theolo-

gical Seminary, to-morrow morning, at half-past 8
o'clock.

Concluded witb prayer.

Thursday Morning, half-past 8 o'clock.

The Board met ; and in the absence of the Presi-

dent and Vice-President, Dr. Leland was called to
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the Chair. Constituted with prayer. Present as

above, together with the Rev. H. S. Pratt.

The Executive Committee presented their Report

in full, which was read, accepted and adopted, and is

as follows :

" The Executive Committee present as the Report

of their proceedings during the past year, that at a

meeting held in the Depository, Charleston, on the

I9ih December, 1832, (the members being all pre-

sent) a communication was laid before the Commit-
tee from the Rev. Dr. McDowell, Professor elect in

the Theological Seminary of the Synod, in which he

declined accepting the appointment. This commu-
nication was, on motion, received and ordered to be

kept on the files of the Committee.
44 The Executive Committee again met on the 11th

February, 1833, in the Depository, Charleston, when
all the members were present with the exception of

the President, Dr. Palmer. The Rev. S. S. Davis,

a member of the Board, but not of the Committee, be-

ing present, was invited to participate in the delibe-

ration of the Committee.
44 The object of the meeting was, to provide for the

wants of the Seminary, both in respect to instruction

and funds. As the professor elect had declined ac-

cepting his appointment, it seemed important to the

Committee, that provision should be made immedi-

ately, to supply as far as possible the place which it

was designed that he should fill as Professor and Gen-
eral Agent.

** Mr. Davis informed the Committee, that he had
recently accepted the appointment of permanent
Agent of t he General Assembly's Board of Education

for the State of South-Carolina and Georgia. But
from a conviction of the important instrumentality of

the Theological Seminary of the Synod, toihe accom-
plishment of those objects in this section of the

Church, which the Assembly's Board of Education
have in view, and from a knowledge of the present

embarrassed state of the funds of the Seminary,
he had reserved the right of acting as Agent for the

Seminary, should his services be called for by the

Board or Executive Committee.
*4
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" Whereupon it was resolved by the Committee, thafc

Mr. Davis be appointed special Agent of the Theolo-
gical Seminary, and that he be permitted to exercise

his agency at discretion until the next meeting of the

Board, and that his compensation be fixed at the rate

of $500 a year.
** The Committee having understood that the Rev.

Dr. Porter, President of the Theological Seminary of

Andover, was in the State, and that he would proba-

bly continue in the South for some time, It was Re-
solved, 1st. That he be requested, if consisent with,

his health and other engagements, to deliver a course

of Lectures on Sacred Rhetoric to the Students of the

Theological Seminary—And that a copy of this Re-
solution be sent to the Professors at Columbia, and
that they be requested to open the way for carrying it

into effect.

" Resolved 2dly, That the Committee pledge them-
selves to defray the expenses of Dr. Porter in going
to Columbia, and while there, and to furnish whatever

further compensation may he deemed proper.

The President announced the appointment of the

following Committees :

On the Library, Messrs. Talmage, Cassels and Da-
vis.

On the Buildings, Messrs. Snowden, Douglas and
Cunningham.
On Ways and Means, Messrs. Means, White, Da-

vis and Mclntire.

On Laws and Regulations, Dr. Church, Messrs.

James, Talmage, and Pratt.

On Audits, Messrs. Douglas, Mclntire and Cun-
ningham.
The Report of the Librarian was received and read,

and referrad to the Committee on the Library.

A Report was received and read from Mr. Thomas
Gumming, who had been requested by Dr. McDowell
to act as receiving agent of monies paid in, on the-

Georgia professorship, and referred to the Committee
of Audits.

The Rev. Dr. McDowell being absent, It was Re-
solved, That all the papers connected with his agency
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far the Theological Seminary, be referred to a Spe-
cial Committee, consisting of S. S. Davis, E'ipha
White, and S. J. Cassels, with instructions to report

as early as practicable.

A joint Report from the Professors of the Semi-
nary was received, read and accepted, and on mo-
tion, was referred to a Special Committee, consisting

of Dr. Leland, J. B. Davies and Mr. James.
The Committee on Audits presented their Report,

which was read and referred back to them, with in-

structions to amend it in a specified particular.

Rev. S. S. Davis, the agent appointed by the Exe-
cutive Committee, presented ms Report, which was
read, and referred back to him for the purpose of con-
densation, that it may be enrolled in our Record.
The Board then adjourned to meet at the call of

.

the President.

After the adjournment, the Board attended and
heard an appropriate Sermon from the Rev. S. S.

Davis, who was appointed last year to preach before

the Directors, Professors and Students.

Friday Afternoon, 5 o'clock.

The Board met at the call of the President, and
was constituted with prayer. Present as above, with

the addition of Alouzo Church, D. D
Mr. Davis submitted a condensed Report of his

agency, which is as follows:—" That lie commenced
his agency on the first of March last, and continued

it to the present date. The results of which are as

follows r—Obtained on subscriptions, payable in five

annual instalments.

In Savannah, $2,670

Liberty county, 2,350

Darien, 2,200

Wayne and Glynn cos. 1,750

St. Mary's, 1,900

Making the sum of $10,870 for the Presbytery of

Georgia*
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Eurke county, 2,195 . .

Augusta, 2,984
Subscription obtained

by Dr> McDowell,
in ti>e bounds of

Hopewell Pres'y. 6.760

Making an amountTor
the Hopewell Pres

bytery of $11 939

The whole subscription obtained toward the en-
dowment of the Georgia Professorship, is $22 809.
On this subscription, $2,405 • - bet and

in part invested.

The aggregate subscription obtaii ed for the b ' tit

ofthe Seminary in the Northern Si
. 584

75 cents, to be paid in three annu Of
%hH sum more than $2,090

Tins Report was received, am ed to a
Committee consisting of Dr. Lela Piatt and
Mr. Snowden, to report on the sul of compensa-
tion for the service and. expenses oi the Agent.
The Committee of Ways and Means presented

their Report, which was read and accepted. From
tbeir Report it appears that the estimate of funds and
subscriptions is as follows:

In Georgia, including the Nephew Scho-
larship, $25,109 00

In South-Carolina, 10,882 00
Subscriptions obtained by Mr. Davis in

Northern States, 15,584 75

$51 575 75

The Committee on Audits presented their Report
on the Treasurer's Account, which was read and ac-

cepted. From which it appears that the Treasurer's

Account is found to be correct, leaving a balance in

his hands of $2 and 6 cents, as staled in the account.

They also find that there has been placed to the ere-

pit of the general fund, $60 and 19 cents, which
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should have been credited to the Charleston Union
Presbytery.

Mr. Davis informed the Board, that he had autho-
rized the motiey on the Subscriptions in the Northern
Srntes, to be deposited to his credit in the Merchants'
Bank, New-York.
Whereupon Resolved, That Mr. Duvis be directed

to draw the funds which are, or which may be depo-
sited to his credit on account of the Theological Se-
minary, and transmit the same to the investing Com-
mittee in Charleston.

Rev. Mr. White presented a Report of his Agen-
cy, in which he states that he has obtained no new
subscription to the sum of $5715, reported last year,

—that of the several instalments on this subscription,

he has received $410, and transmitted the same to the

investing Committee—that this sum, added to that of

$2,371 97 cents, previously collected, amounts to

$2,780 97 cents, belonging to the permanent fund of

the Charleston Union Professorship. This Report
was received, read and accepted.

The Building Committee presented their Report
}

in which they specified certain alterations and repairs

as necessary for the security of the buildings, and the

productiveness of the Lot.

Whereupon Resolved, That G. T. Snowden, Col*

Blanding, and Wm. Law, be requested to have tha

specified repairs and alterations made, and that the

Treasurer be authorized to pay their bill for the same
out of any monies not otherwise appropriated.

Rev. E. White was re-appointed Agent in the

Charleston Union Presbytery. Rev. S. S. Davis was
re-appointed Agent for completing the Georgia Pro-

fessorship, and Rev. Horace S. Pratt was appointed

Agent to collect the Subscriptions in the Northern

States, and to obtain additional funds and subscrip-

tions at his own discretion.

TUp Constitution, as reported by the Committee,
was then taken up, and after having been read and

discussed article by article, and undergone sundry

amendments, was approved,
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It was then Resolved, That the Constitution as

amended, be recommended lo the Synod for their

adoption.

The Board then had a recess to meet at the call

©f the President.

Saturday Morning, 9 o'clock.

The Board met at the call of the President. Pre-
sent as above.

The Secretary submitted to the consideration of

the Board, a draft of a report to be presented to (he

Synod, which was adopted, and ordered to be presen-

ted to the Synod as their Report in part.

The Board then had a recess to meet at the call of

the President.

Saturday Evenings 7 o'clock.

The Board met at the call of the President. Pre-
sent as above.

The President stated to the Board, that the Consti-
tution which was approved last evening, and was order-

ed lo be recommended to the Synod for their adop-
tion, had been adopted by that body, and was, there-

fore, our future rule of action.

The Committee appointed to report on the subject

of compensation for the services and expenses of the

Agent, presented their Report, which was adopted,

and is as follows :

Resolved 1st, That this Board highly appreciate

the unwearied and self-sacrificing labors of their

Agent in the collection of funds for the establishment

of Professorships in the Theological Seminary.
Resolved 21, That the Agent he remunerated for

all his expenses, according to the estimate given in

his report, viz. $800.
Resolved 3d, That the sum of $500 be paid to the

Agent for his salary the last year, according to the-
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^plecfge of the Executive Committee, and that an order

be given him on the Treasurer for this amount.
Resolved 4th, That tin thanks of this Board be

given to the Rev. Wm. Chester ami Mr. C. Van Rens-
selaer, for their services, rendeicd in conjunction

with the Agent in the prosecution of his work.
Tiie Committee to whom was referred the papers

of Dr. McDowell, in relation to his Agency, perform-

ed for the Seminary in Georgia, reported, that th y
found a full statement of the Subscriptions which he
obtained in Georgia—and that Thomas dimming and
Wm. Deal ing, E.^q's. were requested by him to act as

receiving Agents of the Subscriptions. The Commit-
tee further recommended, that these papers be com-
mitted to Mr. Davis, the present Agent appointed for

the State of Georgia.

This Report was read and adopted.

Ou motion, Resolved, That the Board proceed t©

the appointment of two investing Committees, one

for the State of South-Carolina, and the other for the

State of Georgia.

Whereupon, Messrs. Thomas Legare, Charles Mc-
Intire and James Adger, were appointed investing

Committee for South-Carolina]

And Messrs. Thomas Cumming, Robert Campbell
and Wm. Dearing, were appointed investing Com-
mittee for the State of Georgia.

On motion, Resolved, That the investing Commit-
tee for the Stale of Georgia, be authorized to invest

all monies collected in that State for the permanent
fund.

Resolved, That the investing Committee for South

Carolina, be directed to invest all other monies which

may be received for the permanent fund, until the

next meeting of the Board.

It was stated by the Rev. S. S. Davis, that in the

month of March last, he transmitted to Mr. Law, the

Treasurer, $150, which had been collected in the

State of Georgia, and which was placed by our Trea-

u rer to the credit of the Contingent fund. Where-
pon it was Resolved, That as Mr. Davis is to be con-

nued as an Agent for the State of Georgia, he be
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authorized to retain out of any monies which lie may
tli collect for the Contingent fund, the sun- of

$150, 10 replace t lie amount thus tuken from the per-

manent fund for that State.

Resolved, That our Treasurer he instructed to cre-

dit all monies hereafter received from the Nephew
Scholarship, to that particular account, and that the

Professors be authorized to appropriate that fand to

the support of any necessitous student or students

which they may consider deserving, provided that

those who have the direction of said scholarship,

should not select or recommend any student to be sup-

ported out of that fund.

The Committee on the Library presented their

Report, which was recommitted to the same Com-
mittee, with instructions to amend it, and report

again.

After a free conversation upon the state of the Se-

minary, it was resolved, That it is expedient for the

Board at this meeting, to recommend to the Synod to

elect a Professor of Christian Theology.

The Committee on the Professor's Report, recom-
mended that an alphabetical list of the Students of the

Seminary be made out, and entered upon the mi-

nutes.

Adjourned to meet at the call of the President.

Concluded with prayer.

Monday Morning, Dec. 9th, 11 o'cloelc.

The Board met at the call of the President, and
was opened with prayer. Present as above.

The subject of a Professor of Christian Theology
was again taken up, when it was proposed and
agreed to, that in order to ascertain the feelings of the

Board respecting the individual to be recommended
to that office, a silent vote should be taken by ballot,

the final result of which was, after invoking the divine

direction, that by an almost unanimous vote, it was
agreed to recommend A, W. Leland, D. D., for that

Professorship.
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Resolved, That this Minute be reported to the Sy-

nod.

The Board had a recess to meet at the call of the

President.

Tuesday 3Iorning
)
9 o'clock.

The Board met.

The President announced to the Board, that the

Synod, yesterday, elected the following ?Directors of

the Synod for three years, viz :

—

Ministers— H. S.

Pratt, R. W. James, J. B. Davies, S. K. Taimage,
Robert Means, and Charles Colcock Jones. Lay-
men—G. T. Snowdeu, Joseph Gumming, Robert
Cunningham, and Thomas R. Vardeil.

J. B. Davies, II. S. Pratt, and T. R. Vardeil, the"

newly elected Directors, being present, took their

seats as members of the Board.

A letter was received from Dr. Charles West, in-

quiring whether the Board were willing that the Ne-
phew Scholarship should remain invested as for-

merly.

The seenrily being regarded as sufficiently ample,
Mr. Davis was directed by the Board to inform Dr.
West, that no change was contemplated in the in r

vestment of the Nephew Scholarship, and that Mr.
Joseph Camming of Savannah, is authorized to re-

ceive the interest.

An election for Officers of the Board for the ensu-

ing years then took place, the result of which was as

follows :

B. M. Palmer, D. D., President.

Robert Cunningham, Vice-President.

WT

illiam Law, Esq. Treasurer.

B. Gildersleevc, Secretary.

The Committee on the library presented their

Report, which was read and adopted, and is as fol-

lows :
—" That they find the Books in a good condi-

tion, and the regulations relating to the Library care-

fully observed. In relation to the Ancrum Library
mentioned in the Librarian's .Report, they would re-

5
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commend that the Books be retained on the condi-

tions stated by Col. Lang, the Executor of the An-
crum Estate. [See Librarian's Report.] That the ac-

count submitted by Dr. Goulding, for the purchase of

several copies of Prideuux's Connections, be assumed
by this Board, and our Professors instructed to con-

tract in future no pecuniary obligations, on account
of the Board, without the authority of the Board.
They further recommend, that the Secretary of this

Synod be directed duly to acknowledge the courtesy

of the Trustees of the South-Carolina College, in of-

fering to our Professors the use of the Library."

Ordered, That in compliance with the above Re-
port, Dr. Goulding be authorized to draw upon the

Treasurer for the sum of $37 50 cents, and that the

Secretary be instructed to furnish Dr. Goulding with

a copy of the above Report.

Mr. White and Mr. Pratt were appointed a Com-
mittee to communicate to the Professors the disposal

which was made by the Board, last year, of the Semi-

nary's buildings.

The Board had a recess to meet at 3 o'clock this

afternoon.

3 o'clock, P. 3L
The Board met.

Dr. Palmer, Dr. Leland, Mr. Gildersleeve, Mr,
White, Mr. Thomas Legare, Mr. Charles Mclntne,
and Mr. Vardell, were appointed an Executive Com-
mittee for the current year, with full powers to act

in all matters for the Seminary that may require at-

tention during the recess of the Board—And the same
Committee are required to report their proceedings to

the Board at the next meeting.

Resolved, That the sura of $5,000 be appropriated

for the contingent expenses of the coming year.

Rev. George Howe was re-appointed Librarian for

the ensuing year.

Messrs. Talmage, James, Means, Snowden and
Douglas, were appointed a Committee to attend the

next Spring Examination.
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cations—the first to commence on the last Thursday
of March, and to continue six weeks—and the second

to commence on Wednesday preceding the first

Thursday in December, and to continue four weeks,

—and that the two days preceding each vacation, be

devoted to the examination of the Students.

Resolved, That when the Board do adjourn, it

adjourn to meet in the Seminary at Columbia, on the

Monday preceding the first Thursday of December
next, at 9 o'clock, A. M.

Mr. White was appointed to preach the Annual
Sermon before the Board, Professors and Students at

the next meeting of Synod, and H. S. Pratt his

alternate.

Resolved, That Dr. Leland and Mr. Gsldersleeve

be a Committee of revision and publication, and that

these minuses be published in conjunction with the

aninutesof the Synod.
The Examining Committee for the Fall—Dr. Pal-

mer, Mr. J. B. Davies, Mr. White, Mr. Mclntire,

Mr. Snowden.
Resolved, That the Committee on the Buildings be

authorized to rent whatever out-biriidings of the Se-

minary may not be needed.

It was reported to the Board, that the Synod die!

last evening confirm their nomination of a third Pro-
fessor, and elected the Rev. A. W. Leland, D. D.,

Professor of Christian Theology in the Seminary,
and that they have referred it to the Board to make
whatever arrangements may be necessary, in case

this appointment should be accepted.

The Board then adjourned.
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CONSTITUTION

OF

THE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
OP

[ The Synod of South- Carolina and Georgia,

SECTION I.

Name and design of the Seminary.

Aware of the superior claims of the present age to

an enlightened ministry, the Synod of South-Caro-
lina and Georgia, have resolved to establish an Insti-

tution of sacred learning, to be called 44 The Theo-
logical Seminary of the Synod of South- Carolina and
Georgia." The design of this institution is, and ever

shall be, to educate young men for the Gospel Minis-

try, who shall believe, love and preach the doctrines

of the Bible, as set forth in the Confession of Faith

of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of

America.

SECTION II.

Power of Synod.

Article T. The Synod having originated the In-

stitution, it shall be the source of all its powers, and

have a genera! control of all its concerns.

Art/iL The Synod shall elect a Board of Direc-

tors, consisting of eighteen Ministers and twelve Lay-

men, who shall inspect and manage the Seminary.

One-third of the Board, viz. six ministers and four

laymen, sbill be elected annually, who shall hold
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their office three years. And if any vacancy or va-

cancies, by death, resignation or otherwise, occur in

the Board, the Synod may annually elect others to

fill them.

Art. III. The Synod shall appoint the Professors

of the Seminary, and fix their salaries. In case, how-
ever, a vacancy should occur during the recess of Sy-
nod, or the interests of the institution should require

an assistant instructor, the Board shall have power
to make such arrangements as they may deem expe-
dient, until the next meeting of the Synod.

Art. IV. The Synod shall try and decide the case
of every Professor impeached or reported by the

Board, for immorality, error, unfaithfulness, or in-

competency ; and from their decision there shall be

r»o appeal.

Art. V. The Synod may alter or amend the Con-
stitution, by a vote of two-thirds of the members pre-

sent, at any regular meeting ; such alteration or

amendment having been proposed at a previous meet-

ing of the Synod, or recommended by the Board of

.Directors,

section nr.

Mode, of Election.

Art. I. In the election of Directors of the Theo-
logical Seminary, the Clerk shall call the roll, and
the members of Synod severally nominate any mem-
ber they choose, not exceeding the whole number to

be elected : The names of the persons thus nomina-
ted shall be read, and then placed in some public

situation ; from which nomination, on the following

day, the requisite number of Directors shall be elected

by ballot.

Art, II. The votes for Directors shall be received

and counted by a Committee of two, who shall report

.to Synod the number of votes for those who have a
plurality, and they shall be declared duly electedL:
should not the whole number, however, be elected,

and any two or more candidates have an equal num-
ber of votes, the Synod shall elect from the nomina-
tion the Directors necessary to complete the Board;
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and when the requisite number shall have been elect-

ed, the Moderator shall announce to Synod the names
of those thus elected.

Art. III. In the election of a Professor, the Sy-

nod having fixed, by vote, the time of said election,

shall have a season of special prayer for direction in

the choice. At the time specified, the election shall

be made by ballot ; and the votes received and count-

ed by a Committee of two, who shall report a state-

ment of the same to the Moderator ; and the person

or candidate having a majority of all the votes given,

shall be declared duly elected.

SECTION IV.

Board of Directors,

Art. T. The Board of Directors shall annually

meet at the Seminary, and oftener if they deem it ne-

cessary. Seven members shall constitute a quorum
for doing business, provided four of them be Minis-

ters of the Gospel.

Art. II. The Board of Directors shall choose a

President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer ;

also, two Committees of Investment, (one in South-
Carolina, and the other in Georgia) consisting of

three each ; and in case of the absence of the Presi-

dent and Vice-President, at any meeting of the

Board, they shall choose a President pro tempore.

Art. III. The President of the Board, or in case

of his absence, the Vice-President shall preside at all

meetings ; and at the written request of any three

members, call special meetings of the Board, by a cir-

cular letter to each member, stating the time, place

and object of the meeting ; and no business shall be

transacted at such extra meetings, but what is speci-

fied in the circular.

Art. IV. The Secretary shall conduct the corres-

pondence of the Board, and carefully preserve on file

the papers of the same; he shall also keep a record

of their proceedings, which shall be submitted to the

Synod for inspection.

Art. V. The Treasurer shall receive, manage, and
(with the advice and consent of the appropriate Com-
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iuitiee of Investment,) invest the funds of the Semi-
nary, under the direction of the Board. He shall

give bond for their faithful management, in such sum
as the Board shall direct, with sufficient sureties, to

the Board of Directors of the Theological Seminary
of the Synod of South-Garolina and Georgia : He
3hall give receipts for all monies received ; pay, upon
the order of the President, countersigned by the Se-
cretary, all monies appropriated by the Board ; and
make an annual report of the state of the funds, and
of the expenditures of the Seminary to the Board of

Directors.

Art. VI. The Committee of Investment shall aid,

by counsel or otherwise, the Treasurer in investing

the funds of the Seminary ; and may, by a vote of the

Board, be directed to invest, in their name, any part

of the same— it having been previously received and
acknowledged by the Treasurer: Provided, that all

the permanent funds raised in the State of Georgia,

shall be vested in that State, and shall be considered

as belonging to the Synod of that State, should the

Synod of South-Carolina and Georgia be so divided

as to constitute a Synod in the State of Georgia, and
a Theological Seminary be established within its

bounds.

Art. VII. The Board shall direct in the manage-
ment, and make all appropriations of the funds of the

Seminary, subject to the revision and control of
Synod.
Art. VIII. The Board of Directors shall inaugur-

ate the Professors, and prescribe the forms and ser-

vice of the the occasion. They shall also direct them
in regard to the subjects of instruction, so far as not

prescribed in the Constitution. And they shall in-

spect their conduct and doctrine ; and if any Profes-

sor be found immoral in his conduct, unsound in the

faith, opposed to the government of the Presbyterian

Church, unfaithful to his trust, or incompetent to dis-

charge his duties, they shall report him to Synod ; or

should his continuance in office be thought highly in-
jurious or dangerous, the Board may immediately sus-

pend bira until his case be tried by Synod.



56

Art. IX. The Board of Directors shall watch over

the conduct of the Students, redress their grievances,

and when necessary expel them from the Seminary.
Art. X. The Board of Directors shall appoint a

Committee of five, viz. three Clergymen and two Lay-
men, to attend each regular Examination of the Se-

minary. And in the presence of the Committee and
the Faculty, the examination shall be conducted by

the several instructors. The Committee shall report

the result of the examination to the Board.

Art. XI. The Board of Directors shall appoint

one of their number to dwliver a Sermon before the

Board, Professors and Students at their annual meet-

ing.

Art. XII. The Board of Directors shall make a

full and written report of the state of the Seminary
at each stated meeting of Synod ; and they may, at

the same time, recommend the adoption of any mea-
sures they may deem necessary for th# benefit of the

Seminary.
Art. XIII. The Board shall further make allrufes

and regulations, appoint Agents, and generally do
whatever they deem for the welfare of the Seminary

;

provided it shall not be repugnant to this Constitu-

tion, the orders of Synod, or the Constitution of the

Presbyterian Church.

Art. 14. The Board shall open and close all their

sessions by prayer.

section v.

Professors and Faculty.

Art. I. The Professors of this Seminary, shall

consist of any number the Synod may direct: But
there shall not be less than five when the Seminary is

fully organized, viz. a Professor of Biblical Litera-

ture ; of Christian Theology ; of Church History and
Polity; of Pastoral Duties; and of Sacred Rhe-
toric.

1 Art. II. Every Professor in this Seminary shall

be an ordained Minister of the Presbyterian Church.
Art. III. Every Professor, when inaugurated, shall

publicly subscribe the Gonfession of Faith agreeably
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to the following formula, viz :
—" In the presence of

God and this Board, I do solemnly subscribe the Con-
fession of Faith of the Presbyterian Church in the

United States of America, as a just summary of the

doctrines contained in the Bible, and promise and en-

gage not to teach directly or indirectly any doctrine

contrary Jo this belief, while I continue a Professor

in this Seminary. 1 '

Art. IV. Each Professor shall statedly reside near

the Seminary
;
daily attend a private recitation with

his own class ; and publicly deliver a regular course

of written Lectures before all the Students, during

their course of studies, in the Seminary. He shall,

also, precede and follow every public lecture, and
precede every private recitation with prayer.

Art. V. Each Professor, soon after being induct-

ed into office, shall furnish a list of the books, and
exhibit a plan of the studies he designs for his de-

partment, to be approved or rejected by the Board of

Directors; and no text-book or plan of instruction

shall ever be adopted without their approbation.

Art. VI. The Professors, and such Assistants as

the Board may employ, shall give regular instruction

to the Students ; and no other person shall instruct*

in the Seminary.
Art. VII. The Professors, agreeably to the direc-

tions of the Board, shall supply the Students with the

preaching of the Gospel, and the administration of its

ordinances.

Art. Vi If. Any Professor, intending to resign his

office, shall give six months notice of his intention to

the Board.
Art. IX. The Professors shall constitute a Faculty

of the Seminary, that shall meet on the first Monday
of every month, and oftener if they deem it expe-
dient. At ail meetings of the Faculty, the Senior
Professor shall preside

;
but, in every other respect,

relating to the management of the Institution, or their

connexion with the Board, the Professors shall be on
a perfect equality, and all questions before them shaU
he decided by a majority, of votes.
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Art. X. The Faculty shall appoint a Clerk, aiuT

keep a fair record of their proceedings, which shall be

submitted to the inspection of the Board at their an-

nua] meeting. The shall also in accordance with

this Constitution, receive and act upon all applica-

tions for admission to the Seminary, and for charita-

ble assistance
;
give certificates to Students applying

to Presbyteries or other ecclesiastical bodies for li-

cense, and to lho*e leaving the Seminary after com-
pleting their regular course of studies. They shall

fix the time for social worship morning and evening,

—the hours for private recitations—and the days for

public lectures. They shall decide all questions of

order, and cases of discipline ;
suspend any Student,

(until tried by the Board) who, in their opinion, is

unworthy the privileges of the Seminary, or whose
connexion with the Institution would be injurious to

its interests. They shall do generally whatever is

deemed necessary for the successful regulation of the

internal concerns of the Seminary ; and report, in

writing, the state of the same, to the Board of Direc-

tors at their annual meeting. And they may suggest

improvements or subjects for the consideration of the

Board,

SECTION VI.

Admission and Duties of Students.

Art. I. This Seminary shall be open for the ad-

mission of Students of every denomination, possessed

of the requisite qualifications.

Art. II. Candidates for admission shall furnish the

Faculty with salisfactory testimonials, from enlight-

ened and pious persons, of their talents, piety and
prudence—of having been regularly educated at some
College or University, or made attainments deemed
equivalent'—and of being in full communion with

some Christian Church :— or, if not members of the

Church they shall subscribe the following declaration^

v4x :
—" I do solemnly declare, that I believe the Bi-

ble to he of divine origin^ and a perfect rule of faid*

and practice."
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Art. III. Candidates furnishing these -testimonials

shall be examined by the Faculty, in the learned lan-

guages, on experimental religion, and with reference

to their object in studying theology. This examina-
tion being satisfactory, they shall be presented with
the Constitution of the Seminary, and received on
trial for three mouths ;

during which time, they shall

enjoy all the privileges of the Institution, and conform
to all its requisitions.

Art. IV. At the end of this period, those whom
the Faculty deem worthy, shall be admitted to a full

standing in the Seminary, by subscribing the follow-

ing declaration, vie :
—" Deeply impressed with a

sense of the importance of improving in knowledge,
prudence and piety, preparatory to the Gospel Minis-

try, I solemnly promise, in reliance on divine grace,

that 1 will faithfully and diligently attend to all the

instructions of this Seminary, and that I will con-

scientiously and vigilantly observe all the rules and
regulations specified in the Constitution, and also

obey all the lawful requisitions, and readily yield to

all the wholesome admonitions of the Professors and
Directors of the Seminary, while I shall continue a

member of it." Should any Student continue, for

the space of one month, to refuse to subscribe the

above declaration, after being regularly called upon
by the Faculty to do so, he shall no longer enjoy the

privileges of the Institution.

Art. V. The Students thus admitted to the Semi-
nary, shall continue members of it three years, and be
divided into three classes, to be called Senior, Middle
and Junior. The Junior shall embrace those of the

first year; the Middle those of the second; and the

Senior those of the third.

Art. VI. The Students of the several classes shall

reside at the Seminary, during the whole of each term,

and be under the particular charge of their respective

Professors. Nor shall any Student leave town, or be
absent from any regulor exercise of his class, or pub-
lic exercise of the Seminary, without permission,

A nd for each .offence he shall render a satisfactory
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excuse to the Professor of is class, or in case of his

absence, to the Senior Profes » pr sent.

Akt. Vll. The Students sha lustain good moral
and religious characters ; manifest a due regard for

the Directors, Professors, and each oilier; pursue the

course of studies approved by the Bpard ; observe the

regulations of the Faculty respecting the hours of

study, private recitations, public lectures and social

devotions ; and obey the requisitions of their several

instructors.

Art. VHI. Tiie Students of the Junior and Mid-
dle Classes, shall write compositions on such subjects,

and at such times, as their Professors may direct; and
shall submit the same to them for criticism. The
Students of the Senior Class shall write, during the

year, at least three Sermons, winch shall be submit-

ted to the Professor to whom the Board shall assign

the duty, for private criticism and approval ; and they

shall alter and transcribe them until approved by his

signature. And the Students of all the classes shall,

if praeticabie, deliver a piece of their own composi-

tion before the Students and Professor?, at least once

in each month.

Art. IX, Any Student, who neglects his regular

studies, is guilty of any indiscretion, exhibits an indif-

ference to practical religion, or otherwise violates this

Constitution, shall be faithfully admonished in private

or before his class, as tin; Professor may deem expe-

dient ; if the Student perseveres in the same course,

lie shall be publicly admonished, or suspended from

the Seminary, and reported to the Board by the Fa-

culty ; and if he still refuses to acknowledge, and
make satisfaction for his offence, he shall he imme-
diately cut. off from the Institution by the Board.

Art. XL Every Student, having completed a regu-

lar course of three years studies, in this Seminary,

settled all his term bills witii the Treasurer, and re-

turned and replaced all the books taken from the

Library, shall receive a Certificate from the Faculty,

specifying the time he has been connected with the

Seminary, the diligence he has manifested in his stu-
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ciies, and the moral and religious character lie has

sustained.

SECTION VII.

Course of Studies.

Art. I. The course of studies pursued in this Se-

minary, shall embrace a period of three year^ ; it

shall cover, in general, the ground of Biblical Litera-

ture, Christian Theology, Church History and Polity,

Pastoral Duties, and Sacred Rhetoric; and none,
who do not complete this course, shall be entitled to

a regular certificate of the Faculty.

Art. SI. The studies of the Junior year, shall be

confined principally to the departure of Biblical Lite-

rature; those of the Middle, to Christian Theology ;

and those of the Senior, to Church History ami Polity,

Pastoral Duties, and Sacred Rhetoric. The more
particular division of this course of studies, shall be

made by the several Professors of the different depart-

ment^, and pursued as approved by the Board.

Art. III. This course of studies shall be varied or

extended as the improvements of the age may require;

provided it never deviates from the Word of God, and
the Standards of the Presbyterian Church.

SECTION VIII.

License, Ordination, and Preaching.

Art. I. No License to preach shall ever be given to

xmy member of this Seminary, except by some regular

Presbytery or other ecclesiastical body: And no Stu-

dent shall ever preach without being thus regularly

licensed ; and none shall be licensed until near the

close of the first term of Senior year.

Art. II. The Ordination of no Student shall take

place, while he is a member of this Seminary, unless

the Faculty deem it particularly desirable and neces-

sary.

Art. III. No member of the Seminary, shall ever

apply to any Presbytery or Ecclesiastical body to be

licensed or ordained, without a certificate from the

Faculty, stating the time he has been connected with

6



the Institution, the character lie has sustained, uud
that, he makes the application with their consent.

Art. IV. Members of the Seminary, who have
been regularly licensed, shall occasionally preach in

the Institution, if required,—their Sermons having

been previously examined and approved by one oi the

Professors: But they shall not preach out of the Se-

minary, except during the Spring vacation, without

the permission of the Faculty.

Art. V. Any Student violating either article of this

section relating to license, ordination, or preaching,

shall be admonished or suspended, as the Faculty

may deem expedient.

SECTION IX.

Resident Licentiates.

Art. I. Licentiates or Students, who have honor-

ably completed a course of theological studies, may
reside at this Institution, and enjoy the privilege of

the Library, and also the public lectures and private

recitations of the Professors.

Art. II. Persons thus residing at the Seminary,
shall be under the inspection of the Faculty, and be

required to attend the devotional exercises of the In-

stitution.

section x.

Devotion and Personal Piety.

Art. I. Sacred devotion and ardent piety shall

ever be considered, by all connected with this Semi-
nary, an object of the first moment. And every Pro-
lessor, resident Licentiate, and Student, shall feel

himself bound by the most solemn obligations, to em-
ploy all the means in his power, private and social, to

promote it. Nor shall either be satisfied without high
attainments in personal piety.

Art. II. To secure this object, all connected with

the Institution, shall enjoy the privilege of spending a

portion of each day in reading the Scriptures, private

meditation, and secret prayer : Every Sabbath shall!

be sacredly devoted to religious services, private and
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social prayer and praise, for the mutual and spiritual

benefit of those so engaged.
Art. III. Religious service shall be performed in

the Chapel every morning and evening, during each
term, at such hours as the Faculty may direct, and in

the following order, viz : The service shall commence
with a short prayer, imploring the aid and blessing of
heaven; a portion of Scripture shall then be read,

and accompanied with such remarks or written expo-
sition as the presiding officer may think proper; after

which a psalm, or hymn shall be sung, and the whole
concluded with an appropriate prayer. These servi-

ces shall be under the direction of one of the Profes-

sors ; though a senior Student may occasionally offi-

ciate.

Art. VI. There shall be, at least, one weekly Con-
ference appointed by the Faculty, with a design to

promote the personal piety of the Students, and qua-
lify them for the practical duties of the ministry.

And if deemed expedient, the Faculty may occasion-

ally set apart a day for fasting, humiliation and pray-

er, which shall be strictly observed by all the mem-
bers of the Institution.

Art. V. Every member of the Seminary shall regu-

larly, conscientiously, and devoutly attend all these

religious services, and such others as the Faculty

may appoint.

section xr.

Examinations and Anniversary.

Art- I. There shall be two Examinations in each

year—one at the close of each term, subject to the di-

rection of the Board.

Art. II. There shall be a public Anniversary at

the close of the second term in each year ; the exer-

cises of which, embracing the whole course of in-

struction, shall be limited to the Senior Class. The
performances, on the occasion, shall all be written

and previously examined and approved by the Fro-

feasors.
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Art. HI. No member of the Seminary shall be ab-

sent from tlae examination of It is respective class; if

so, he shall be examined by the Faculty, al ibe com-
mencement of ihe next terci : And if his examination

be not satisfactory, he shall be required to make up

the deficiency, otherwise he may not proceed with the

class.

Art. IV. The Examinations shall be conducted by

the several Instructors, under the inspection of t lie

Examining Committee of the Board : And the exer-

cises of the Anniversary, shall all be arranged by the

Faculiy.

SECTION XII.

Vacations.

Art. I. There shall be two vacations in each year*

at such times, and of such length, as the Board may
direct.

Art. II. During each vacation, the Students shall

be responsible to the Faculty of the Seminary for

their conduct ; an(l fc>r any unworthy course that may
injure the Institution, they shall be admonished, or

may be suspended as the case requires.

Art. III. At the close of every vacation, the Stu»

dents shall immediately return to the Seminary; and
no excuse, for absense after the term commences,
shall be deemed satisfactory, except sickness and un-

avoidable necessity.

SECTION XIII.

Library.

Art. I. The Library shall be deposited in a suit-

able room provided for the purpose; and committed
to the care of a Librarian appointed by the Board.

Art. II. The Librarian shall give bond, when re-

quired by the Board, for the faithful management of

the Library, in such sum, and with such sureties, as

the Board may direct; and he shall, if necessary, be

allowed a suitable sum for his services. Fie may also

appoint a substitute, who shall, during the absence of

the Librarian, discharge his dutiesc
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Art. III. The books of the Library shall be regu-

larly numbered and arranged by a Committee of the

Board and the Librarian, who shall also furnish an

alphabetical Catalogue for the use of the Library:

And a fair record of all the books given, and of the

names of the donors, shall be kept by the Librarian,

for the inspection of all men.
Art. IV. Any book or books, which the above

Committee may deem too valuable to be loaned from
the Library, shall be marked and kept there for occa-

sional reference; and they shall never be loaned by
the Librarian without a special order from the Board.

Art. V. The Directors, Professors and Instructors,

resident Licentiates, Suideuts of the Seminary, and
others to whom the Board, by a special order, shall

grant the privilege, may take books from the Library.

Art. VI. No person shall ever borrow or return a

book without the knowledge of the Librarian, or his

substitute—who shall examine the state of the book,

and keep a record of its title, also of the time and
person. This record shall be signed by the person

borrowing or returning the book ; unless he be a Di-

rector, Professor or Instructor, who may obtain books

by a written order : They may also have access to the

Library, on all occasions, whether to return or re-

ceive books, or to consult them in the Library.

Art. VII. The Library shall be open for loaning

and returning books during term time, two hours on
Wednesdays und Saturdays : And no book shall be

loaned or returned, at any other time, except as spe-

cified in the preceding article, or by the special order

of a Professor. And no Student or resident Licen-
tiate shall ever have more than three books, at the

same time, in addition to the classics received upon
the written order of an Inst uctor ; nor shall he re-

tain any book from the Library, more than four

weeks ; nor further, shall he ever carry any such book
out of town.

Art. VIII. Any person, injuring or defacing a book
taken from the Library, shall make due satisfaction to

the Librarian
;
aoy person, detaining a book beyond

the specified time, shall have no other till that be re-
*6
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turned ; any person, loosing or destroying a book,

shall replace it or pay its full value—and if belonging

to a set, be shall take the remaining volumes and
furnish a new set, or pay for the whole.

Art. IX. The Library shall be aired every week,

and oftener if necessary
;

swept and dusted every

month ; and at the close of each term before the exa-

mination, the books shall be removed from the shelves

and each shelf brushed ; and at the end of every year

all the books shall be returned to the Library, and the

whole prepared for the inspection of the Board— to

whom the Librarian shall make a full and written re-

port of the stale of the Library at each annual meet-

ing.

SECTION XIV.

Funds and Charitable Assistance.

Art. I. The Funds of this Seminary shall ever be
kept distinct, and entirely separate from all others

;

and they shall be deposited in the hands of the Trea-
surer, to be managed as required by this Constitution.

Art. II. All funds invested, for the benefit of the

Institution, shall be invested in the name of the Board
of Directors of the Theological Seminary of the Sy-
nod of South-Carolina and Georgia, or as they may
otherwise direct : And no part of the funds, or their

income, shall ever be appropriated, except by an or-

der of the Board, subject, at all times, to the revision

and control of Synod: And the monies thus appro-
priated by the Board, shall be paid, by the Treasurer,

only at the order of the President, countersigned by
the Secretary.

Art. III. A sacred regard shall ever be paid to the

wishes and directions of all Testators or Donors, who
may bequeath, or give any thing to the funds of the

Institution. Any individual or individuals, who shall

by will, or otherwise, found or endow a Professorship,

with $25,000, or a Scholarship, with 2,000 or more
dollars, or a fund of any considerable amount, may-

designate the name by which it shall ever be called.

And any Church Session, Presbytery, Synod, or other

Association, which shall found, or endow a Professor-
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ship, Scholarship, or Fund, may also fix the name
by which it shall ever after be known.
Art VI. The regular and incidental expenses of

the Institution being defrayed from the general funds,

or their income, all the remaining monies of these

fu ids may be, and all funds, or their income, spe-

cially designed for charitable assistance, shall be sa-

credly appropriated to the use of worthy Students in

need of pecuniary aid. /

Art. V. To entitle any Student to this aid from the

funds of the Seminary, he shall furnish (he B<>urd

with a certificate from the Faculty; that he possesses

the requisite qualifications, viz. lias been admitted to

a fulj standing in the Seminary according to the Con-
stitution, and is in need of charitable assistance.

Art. V!. If any Student, to whom this assistance

has been extended, shall be found not to make oue

proficiency in his studies, or otherwise to be unwor-
thy, he shall no longer receive it. And if any shall

leave the Seminary, or be expelled without finishing

the regular course prescribed by the Constitution/, he

shall be held responsible to the Treasurer for the full

amount of all the monies received, unless excused by

a special vote of the Board.
Art. VII. A regular account of all the funds and

expenditures of the Institution, and also of the num-
ber and nam^s of the Students receiving charitable

assistance, shall annually be laid before the Board by
the Treasurer.
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SOUTHERN

BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS.

Resolutions and plan of Operation.

1. Resolved,. That the time has now fully come
when the Southern Presbyterian Churches are loudly

and imperiously called, by their Great Head, to en-

gage systematically and heartily in the great work of

spreading the Gospel*

2. Resolved, That the commission to disciple the

nations—the promise of God respecting; the latter day
glory, and the present aspect of Divine Providence,

forbid the Church in our day, to designate to herself

a less field of labour than the World lying in dark-

ness.

3. Resolved, That in prosecuting this work, it is-

expedient for the Churches to avail themselves, so

far as they may severally choose to do so, of the ex-

perience and agency of the American Board of Com-
missioners f*»r Foreign Missions.

4. Resolved, That it is expedient to adopt an or-

ganization, for the purpose of securing the object con-

templated in the last resolution, and also of bringing

the subject of Foreign M issions, directly and forcibly

to bear upon the minds, and hearts, and Christian

enterprize of our people, paying a due regard to their

location, circumstances, and ecclesiastical habits.

5. Resolved, That this Synod invite the Synod of

Tennessee to unite with them in this blessed and holy

work.
6. Resolved, That this Synod do now commence

operations, with the following
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CONSTITUTION:
Article I. This organization shall be called " the

Southern Board of Foreign .Missions"

Art. II. The object of thus Board shall be, in con-

nexion with the American Board of CommisHoners
for Foreign Missions, to promote within its bounds,

in all Scriptural ways, the Missionary spirit, and to

extend through every part of the earth, not contem-
plated in the plans of American Domestic Missionary
Boards and Societies, the saving knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

Art. III. The Board shall consist of three classes

of 01em hers :

1. Delegated Members who shall be appointed by
this Synod, electing twenty-four persons, six Minis-

ters and six Lay- members of the Church, from each
of the States composing this Synod ; and every other

State or Synod uniting in this organization, also elect-

ing twelve of like description, one-third of whom
shall go out of office annually, but be re-elegible ;

the first four on the list, (two Minister and two Lay-
men) from each State or Synod, in alphabetical order,

to go out at the end of the first year; the next/oMrof
like description, at the end of the second year, and'
subsequently, according to priority of election. The
Delegated Members alone shall have the right of vot-

ing at any meeting of the Board.

2. Honorary Members, who shall become such by
paying into the Treasury at one time, if clergyman,

fifty dollars, if other persons one hundred dollars,

and shall have the right of attending all the meetings

and assisting in all the deliberations of the Board.

3. Corresponding Members, consisting of all mem-
bers and officers of the A. B. C. F. M. and of the

members of the several Synods united in constituting

this Board. This Board may aiso, if at any time it

shall bethought proper, elect Corresponding Members^

residing in the United Stales, or elsewhere. It shall

be the privilege of this class of members also, to at-

tend the meetii >gs and participate in the delibera-

tions of the board, and their duty to comm indicate

from time to time any information, which may pro-

mise usefulness to the Board. Certificates of mem,-
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nership shall be given—to Delegated Members, at-

tested by the clerk of the Synod appointing I hem

—

to Honorary Members, hy the Treasurer of the
Board, and by the Secretary, of those persons who
shall he at any time elected Corresponding Members.

Art. IV. The officers of the Board shall be, a
President, and one Vice-President from each of the

Synods, or States co-operating, an Executive Commit-
tee of Five, who need not be members of the Board,
a Secretary, a Treasurer, two Auditors, and such
other officers as shall from time to time be found ne-

cessary ; all of whom shall be chosen by the Board
annually by ballot, and shall continue in office until

successors are appointed.

It shall be the duly of the President, and in his ab-

sence, of the oldest Vice-President, and, in the ab-

sence of the President and Vice Presidents, of the old-

est member present, to preside at all meetings of the

Board, and to perform such other acts as shall, at

any time, be assigned him by the Board.
The Executive Committee shall have the charge

and management of the various interests and opera-

tions of the Board ; shall take all proper measures to

create and cherish the missionary spirit, within the

bounds of the Synods united in the organization ; to

bring forward suitable Missionaries, and ascertain

their individual qualifications ; to bring all the

Churches to contribute regularly and liberally to the

great cause of Missions; to direct and sustain the

Secretary and Treasurer in Hie performance of all

their duties ; to appoint such other agents as may he

needful in the prosecution of the work given them
in charge ; and to report to each of the Synods cre-

ating the Board, at its regular annual meeting, a full

account of their proceedings. They shall meet at

least once in each month, and as much oftener as the

business committed to them may require. Three
members shall constitute a quorum at any Regular
Meeting. They shall appoint a Chairman and
Clerk, and keep an accurate and full record of their

proceedings, and may adopt for themselves any by-

laws not inconsistent with this Constitution, or the

by-laws of the Board.
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The Secretary shall devote himself to the busi-

ness of the Board, from which he shall receive a com-
petent support, to be fixed by the Executive Com-
mittee. He shall record all the proceedings of she

Board—shall, unless th. Ex itive Committee other-

wise direct, prepare the annual report—shall conduct

or supe rintend the correspondence of the Board, and
of the Executive Committee, and shall t ct as General

Agent within the limits of the Board, for the general,

and permanent, and vigorous jjrosvth of the purposes

of this organization. The Secretary may also be the

Agent of the American Board of Commissioners for

Foreign Missions within the limits of this Board.

The Treasurer shall take charge of all the monies
paid into the Treasury of the Board, and give re-

ceipts therefor, and keep safely all the funds, notes,

bonds, and other evidences of property, paying out

monies only by order of the Executive Committee,
taking proper vouchers for all sums so paid out, and
keeping a fair and accurate account of all receipts

and expenditures. He shall make a full and accu-

rate Report to trV Board at each annual meeting,

properly audited, of the receipts and disbursements

during the year, and make a monthly exhibit of the

state of the funds to the Executive Committee, and
whenever required by the Committee, exhibit his

books, accounts, vouchers, and evidences of property.

He shall he required by the Committee to give bond
for the faithful execution of his trust, and may re-

ceive a suitable compensation to be fixed by the Com-
mittee. The Auditors shall examine the books and
vouchers of the Treasurer thoroughly and particularly,

at least once a year ; if they shall find his accounts

correctly kept, and accurately cast, and the payments
well vouched, the balances satisfactorily accounted

for, and the evidences of property duly exhibited, they

shall give a certificate accordingly, which certificate

they shall enter at. large on the Treasurer's books, and
shall cause a duplicate to be sent to the Board, with

the Treasurer's annual Report.

Art. V. There shall be maintained, as far as possi-

ble, the most perfect harmony and co-operation be-

tween this Board and the American Board of Com
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inissioners for Foreign Missions, in tlie prosecution

of the great work in which boih Boards are engaged.
To this end ihe Officers of this Board will avail

themselves as far as may be practicable ai.d mutually
agreeable, of she assistance of the Officers of the

American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis-
sions, and of its publication's in exciting the Mission-

ary spirit, and of bringing forward Missionaries.

Tiie Missionaries raised up, and licensed, and or-

dained, and the helpers in the direct work of Foreign
Missions, brought forward within the limits of this

Board, shall in all ordinary cases be commissioned
as Foreign Missionaries, and assigned to their fields of

labour, and be directed in their work by the Pru-
dential Committee of the American Board of Com-
missioners for Foreign Missions, and ihe funds of
this Board, after defraying the necessary expenses
of its own operations, shall ordinarily be paid over

to the Prudential Committre. to be by them applied in

the prosecution of the work entrusted to their man-
agement. The funds may, if the Executive Com-
mittee shall see fit, be appropriated to any one or

more of the Missions established by the American
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, in

which case particular accounts will be expected by

the Executive Committee of the state and progress

of those Missions, at least once in each year, and the

Missionaries at those stations will be expected to

correspond with the Secretary of this Board. If at

any time it shall be found expedient, this Board may
after full conference with the Prudential Committee
of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign
Missions, establish a Mission or Missions lobe un-

der the exclusive management of this Board, without

such a proceeding being regarded as interfering with

the harmony and union existing between the two bo-

dies.

Art. VI. The annual meeting of this Board shall

be held at the time and place of the annual meetings

of the several Synods co-operattng— beginning v iih

the Synod of South Carolina and Georgia, coinciding

the second year, with the meeting of the Synod of

Tennessee, and so on in regard to these Synods, or
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any other that may hereafter be formed within their

present, hunts, and concur in this organization
;

pro-

vided always That ih.s Synod shall be entitled to two
annual meetings, one in each State, during a period

affording but one to any other Synod.
At the annual meeting the reports of the Executive

Committee, anil of the Treasurer and Auditors, shall

be made, officers shall He chosen for the year, and the

necessary business tr^nsacte;}, and such exercises had
in connection #ith >Ut> meeting, as shall seem best

adapted to contribute effectually to the promotion of

the objects of the organization.

At the meeting of the other Synod or Synods, at

which the annual meeting of the Board will not occur
in any y^ar, the Secretary shall aUend and present

the Report previously offered, or soon to be offered, at

the annual meeting of the. Board, and have such ex-'

ereises as are usually connected with the annual meet-
ing for the promotion of the spirit and objects of this

organization. Special meetings of the Boaid, when
necessary may be called, and the time and place of
the meeting fixed by the Executive Committee. At
all meetings of the Board, nine members shall consti-

tute a quorum.
Art. VII. Any part of this Constitution, not touch-

ing the relations of this Board to the A. B. C. F. M.
may be altered by the Board at every annual meeting
by a vote of two thirds of the members present.

Other alterations shall be made by a vote of two thirds

of the members composing a session of each of the

Synods, entering into this plan.

7. Resolved. That any changes made by the Synod
of Tennessee in the foregoing Constitution, which
shall not affect the vital and essential nature of ouj
relations, and which shall not be objected to by the
members of the Board, delegated by this Synod, may
become a part of this Constitution.

8. Resolved, That the Stated Clerk of this Synod
be instructed, to furnish an attested copy of their pro-
ceedings, to the Synod of Tennessee, and that that
body be affectionately invited to co-operate with this

Synod in the organization herein contemplated.
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9. Resolved, That the Board be requested to ap*

point, a delegation to bring this subject, 00 behalf of

this body, before the Synod of Tennessee at its next

regular meeting.

10. Resolved, That the organization herein con-

templated shall go into immediate operation, and
that fur tins purpose, the first meeting of the Southern

Board of Foreign Missions, he held in Columbia, S.

C. on Monday, the 9;h insl. for the purpose of choos-

ing officers and commencing operations.

11. Resolved, That said meeting be opened by a

sermon to be preached by the Rev. William S. Piu-

mer.
12. Resolved, That the Synod most earnestly com-

mend the subject of Foreign Missions to the attention

of the Churches, and that Rev. Dr. Leiand, Mr.

Smith, and Mr. GiKler-leeve, be a CommiUe to draft

a pastoral letter on the grea) subject to be sent down
to each of our Churches.

13. Resolved, That the present state of the world,

and the exigenc es of the Missionary cause, calling

for competent Missionaries, do call upon the mem-
bers of the Synod, to take into consideration the

question of their own personal duty in reference to

this subject, and also to direct special attention to the

bringing forward of suitable men for this great and
good vv^rk.

14. Resolved, That the Synod earnestly recom-
mend to all our Churches the observance of the first

Monday of January next, as a day of fasting, hu-
miliation and prayer, for the conversion of the world,

in conformity with the recommendation of the last

General Assembly.

15. Resolved, That nothing herein contained, shall

be so construed, by any person, church or Presbytery,

as to interfere in the least, with any arrangement that

has been made, or shall be made with any other Fo-

reign Missionary Society now in existence.

16 Resolved, That nothing herein contained shall

be expressive of any other than feelings of friendship

and approbation of the objects of the. Western Mis-

sionary Society, and that if any person, Church, or
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Presbytery, within our bounds, shall prefer a direct

connexion with that Society, tins Synod will heartily

coiuMir m such arrangement.
17. Resolved, That this Synod acknowledge with

gratitude the goodness of God in bringing before them
th< great subject of Foreign Missions, and in direct-
ing them to a unanimous and blessed result.

IN REFERENCE

To the Southern Board of Foreign Missions.

We have the privilege and pleasure of announcing
to you the formation of a Southern Board of Foreign
Missions. This event, so long and ardently desired,

so well adapted to unite the hearts, and elicit the

energies and treasures of all who love the Missionary
cause in its vigorous prosecution, must be hailed with

devout gratitude to the Great Head of the Church,
as a special token of His favour to our Southern
Zion.

You are well aware of the embarrassments which
have impeded our endeavours to engage efficiently in

the glorious work of evangelizing the world, arising

from the distance of the centre of action, and the

want of a medium of direct co-operation. We have
long mourned that the treasures of our Churches have
been so sparingly bestowed, and their moral power
so feebly exerted in this blessed enterprize of bene-

volence ; and it has been painfully evident, that this

apparent, apathy was owing to the fact that no sepa-

rate organization existed among ourselves.

But while it has long been perceived that a South-

ern Board of Foreign Missions was greatly needed, to

unite our Churches in a zealous, active engagement
in the mighty work ; yet such were the difficulties

and discouragements which seemed to oppose such

an institution, that its warmest advocates cherished

but slender hopes of its successful establishment. It

is therefore with livelier emotions of thankfulness,

that we record the special intervention of a gracious

Providence, in the suggestion and harmonious adop-
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tion of a system of separate organization, for on?

section of country, which obviates the difficulties and
objections that were apprehended, and opens in our

own borders, a wide and inviting entrance to that

field of labour, which js the world.

As it has thus pleased the Father of Mercies to re-

move the lamented impediments which have so Jong

hindered us from engaging unitedly and vigorously

in this great work ; and to lead us to adopt a system

of operation, so promising and unobjectionable, we
affectionately invite you, dear brethren, to engage
with united hearts, in the proposed measures, which
will secure to us all the inestimable privilege of being
actively employed in sending the Gospel to all na-

tions ; and which will also entitle us to those pecu-
liar blessings which always enrich those Churches,
whose labours and offerings are freely devoted to the

perishing heathen.

F>v examining the Constitution of our new Board
of Foreign Missions—a copy of which accompanies
tins letter—you will readily perceive, that it is an in-

stitution en'n-ely our own—that our Synod possesses

an entire and uncontrolled management of its inter-

ests and concerns—and that it has no farther con-
nexion with the American Board, than is necessary to

secure all the advantages desirable from its assistance

and co-operation. In those departments of Mission-

ary effort, where separate action will be most efficient,

such as the raising and management of funds—the

training of Missionaries and assigning their fields of

Jabour—our Board is entirely independent. And only

in those respects, where a united action will be mani-
festly advantageous—indeed indispensable, will it be

associated with the venerable institution already men-
tioned.

And now permit us, dear brethren, in the name
and by direction of our Synod, respectfully and earn-

estly to entreat your at tention to some considerations,

designed to engage your prayers, labours and contri-

butions, in carrying forward this plan of mercy to a

glorious accomplishment.
1. We affectionately remind you of yonr solemn,

inviolable obligations as Christians, to be actively

engaged in sending the Gospel to all your fellow-*
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men. Tiie command of the ascending Redeemer,
who shed his blood to save us, enjoins this great duly

upon everyone of his disciples. The enjoyment of

the blessings purchased by the blood of the Lamb,
is ever accompanied with a sacred obligation to

make known to t he ignorant and perishing, the glad

tidings of salvation.

The spirit of the Gospel is essentially a Missionary

spirit
; inspiring all under its influence with sponta-

neous, irrepressible desires, that all men may believe

and be saved.

The example of Him who came from heaven to

save the lost and the guilty, and gave his life a ran-

som for strangers and enemies, urges resistless claims

upon all who bear his name and love his cause, to

diffuse as widely as possible, the blessings purchased
by his blood.

In fine, we are all absolutely required by the plain-

est principles of Christianity to manifest towards

heathen nations of the present ;*ge, the same compas-
sion and benevolence, which, in limes long passed,

rescued our own pagan ancestors, from darkness and
degradation.

2 Allow us to lay before you some of the motives

and encouragements to an united and vigorous engage-

ment in the cause of Foreign Missions.

The word of God, and the uniform experience

of the Church render it certain, that zealous labours

for the conversion of all men, have a direct and pow-
erful tendency, to advance the cause of vital godliness

at home. If you steadfastly believe that he that wa-
tered) shall himself be watered, you need no farther

assurance, that the blessings you measure out to per-

ishing millions, will flow back in rich abundance
into your own community, your own families, your
own bosoms. Where can be found one Church, or

one individual, distinguished for labours and sacri-

fices in the cause of Missions, that is not equally dis-

tinguished for spiritual prosperity ? Christians,

whose hearts glow with strong desires, and whose
hands are employed in active exertions, for the uni-

versal extension of the Redeemer's Kingdom, can-

not remain in a languid, formal, divided state—can-

not slumber over the evils and dangers which imme-
*7
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diately surround themselves, Therefore, dear brethren,

if you mourn over the desolations of our Zion—if^you

long to see her walls arise, her gates crowded with

converts—engage, we entreat you, with holy energy

of soul, in this noble Christian enterprize, and thereby

prove me saith the Lord, if he will not pour you out a
blessing, that there shall not be room to receive it.

The uniform history of Missionary efforts render

it undeniable, that the more Christians feel and do,

to enlighten and save pagans abroad, the more in-

tense will be their solicitude, the more strenuous their

endeavours to raise the standard of piety, and promote

genuine revivals at home. It is impossible that a reli-

gious community, whose hearts are really moved in

view of the misery and degradation of the nations

that sit in darkness ; and whose prayers and offer-

ings are devoted to the great work of sending to such

the light of life, and opening among them fountains

of mercy—we say it is impossible for Christians thus

engaged, to be cold and negligent, as to the state

Of religion among themselves. According to the very

principles of our nature, there must be, and always

is, a powerful n.fl x influence from efforts to evan-

gelize the heathen. And we have the most unshaken
confidence that all the Churches, Sunday Schools,

" and Bible Classes, you establish among pagans, will

be directly instrumental in laising up ten times as

many similar institutions among yourselves. Be-
sides, the work of Foreign Missions is so vast— its

demands for active, self-denying exertion, so multi-

plied and pressing, that it summons all the followers

of Christ, of every age and station, especially all

young disciples, into the vineyard of spiritual labour,

and thus universally and powerfully promotes per-

sonal piety. While thus the baleful effects of inac-

tion and slothfulness are prevented, by the inspiring

calls and animating prospects of this great enter-

prize, it also ennobles and elevates the character of

Christians, and unites them by stronger and more en-

dearing ties. Those whose hearts are so* enlarged

by love, as to embrace the world—so high and holy

in purpose, as to be co-workers with God in sending

the blessings of redemption to all men— cannot, dare

not, be under the influence of prejudice and party

—
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cannot descend to mingle in the degrading conflicts of

sectarian bitterness or personal controversy. There-
fore, dear brethren, if you would promote peace and
harmony among yourselves— if you would banish dis-

cord and jealousy— if you long to see all our Minis-
ters and members in one united phalanx of Chris-

tian love pressing forward under the Gospel banner

—

we entreat you to embrace the most effectual means of
producing so blessed a consummation, by engaging
heartdy in the great work oi[ converting the world.

Besides these motives of a general character, we
would suggest some encouragements, which have a
special reference to the Churches in the bounds of
our own Synod. One of these encouraging facts is,

that Divine Providence has placed us under most fa-

vourable circumstances for Missionary effort, by-

assigning us a climate similar to that of the larger por-

tion of the heathen world ; so that our sons vviil en-
counter vastly less hardship and peril, and enjoy much
greater facdites in tropical regions, than those born
in a higher latitude.

Another animating circumstance is, that amid the

criminal apathy which has pervaded our Churches
upon this subject, it has pleased God to put it into

the hearts of several of our most promising young
men, to devote their lives to this blessed cuuse. Nor
can we omit to mention, with devout gratitude to

God, that of the first class, which has completed fhe

course, in our beloved Seminary, one-third have given
themselves to Missions among the heathen.

There is still another fact, dear brethren, in rela-

tion to yourselves, which deserves serious considera-

tion. It is that God has blessed you with abundance.
There is, perhaps, no part of the world where the re-

wards of industry are so rich, as among ourselves.

Hence, arises a fearful danger to Christians and their

families. The temperance, economy, and diligence,

which result from true piety, naturally produce afflu-

ence. And the effect of affluence upon Christians

and their children, is grievously to impede the spiri-

tual progress of the former, and frequently to drown
the latter in destruction and perdition. Here then the
cause of Foreign Missions presents an illimitable

claim, a noble appropriation for the abounding gifts
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of Providence. And thus the problem is solved, how
a Christian man can be successful in business, and
enjoy a large income, without ruining ihe souls o\ his

children, and piercing himself through with many
sorrows. entreated, dear brethren, to adopt the

noble resolution—" to make all you can, to save all

you can, ami to give all you can," to the cause of

Mis-sons and then your wealth and prosperity will

prove a blessing and not a curse to yourselves aud the

Church.
3. SVe are fully aware ofthe common objections,

which are continually urged against embarking in

thi* great enterprise, and whicli have discouraged

so many fmm coming up to tin: help of the Lord
against the migh*y. \\ e proceed therefore very briefly

to consider some of those arguments which are occa-

sionally used by good men, to vindicate their back-

wardness to go, or to send, into all the world to

preach the Gospel to every creature.

Are any ready to say, we have waste places and
desolations at home, which demand as efficient means
and efforts as our Churches have ever employed ?

Then verily, those means and efforts should be in-

creased ten fold ; so as to do vastly more than you
have ever done at home, and yet restive your chief

resources to meet the calls of a dying world. And if

it be true as we have s - id, that the streams of mercy
which you send forth to gladden the regions, where
withering famine reigns, will flow back in a full

tide of blessings to yourselves— then manifestly the

most effectual way, of making your own beloved land

the garden ofthe Lord, is to labour for the universal

spread of the Gospel.

Is it urged that there is a loud call for ministers for

our own churches, and therefore we ought not to

send away our young men to foreign lands, when
their labors are imperiously required at home? Upon
this point, dear brethren, we would say in the language
of scripture, there is that scattereth and yet increaseth.

It is our unshaken conviction, in which we are sus-

tained by unquestionable facts, that the most effica-

cious method of greatly increasing the number of

faithful devoted candidates for the Ministry, is to send

part of them " far away to the Gentiles." Can any
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event bo more likely to render a Christian family

eminently spintul, than the departure of a beloved son

and on ther, as a herald of the cross to distant pagan
nations; and will not the younger brother^ of su-ch

a man be likely to supply his lack of service at home T

Is ii possible that a church, having Koine of her he-

loved members engaged in a foreign mission, can fail

of receiving aii elevating, sanctifying influence from
such a circumstance] and vvil! not its direct tendency

be to call for other labourers, from the same church,

into the vineyard of the Lord ? We know of no

richer blessing which can descend upon a family, a

congregation, and especially upon a Theological Se-

minary, than the designation'of some of its members
to the work.

There are other objections, to the prosecution of

this good work, which are raised by unbelief, and
which hardly deserve a serious reply.

Tell us not that the time has not come, for the con-

version of the world, and therefore that it is presump-
tion to attempt it.

We say the time has come when ail who love the

Redeemer are under imperative obligations to obey
his final, positive command.

Tell us not that the field is too vast, the enterprize

too difficult, the obstacles too formidable. It is too late

for such unbelieving suggestions. The work is tri-

umphantly begun— the gates of brass have yielded

—

Jordan is divided—the gates of heathen prejudice

are falling at the blast of the Gospel trumpet, and you
are called to enter in and possess the land.

Tell us not of the millions of treasure, or the pre-

cious lives which must be sacrificed, in this glorious

achievement. What is wealth, when weighed in the

balance, with the eternal destinies of half the human
race : and what greater honour and felicity can he

gained by mortal man, than to lay down life in such
a cause] In view of these considerations, we affec-

tionately appeal to your consciences, dear brethren,

whether, we can be longer satisfied with such poor
excuses, and coutinue so languid and inefficient in

discharging this cardinal duty to our perishing fellow

men, of sending them the unsearchable riches of
Christ. The time has fully come, vvc confidently be-
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Sieve, when our churches are commanded to awake,,

to put on strength, to gird themselves and go forward
to the work of subduing all nations, by the sword of

the Spirit, fo the dominion of the King of Rings. Tins
c iutident persuasion arises not only from reflecting

upon riit! " signs <>f the times," and the extraordi-

nary aspect both of the Christian and pagan world;
but especially from the manner and circumstances of

the present movement among us upon thi& subject,,

and the evident leadings of Providence in the for-

mation of the Southern Board of Missions.
ft was no concerted plan among our ministers, no

excited feeling in the churches, that led to this impor-
tant organization. The subject came before the Sy-
nod, when their minds and hearts were fixed u pon
other duties, seized their attention and opened to

their view such a prospect of success, as produced a

most cordial and animated engagement in the bless-

ed enterprize.

And now, Christian brethren, we lav before you
this system for united, vigorous and efficient, action

in the cause of Foreign Missions, and affectionately

entreat you to unite together with your brethren, in

carrying it into full operation. You will soon be vi-

sited by an agent of the Board, a beloved son of tha

Southern Church, who has devoted himself to a Fo-
reign Mission, by whom the subject will be more ful-

ly laid before you, and through whose instrumentality

we trust the best measures will be adopted, in every

congregation, to insure the most enlarged success, in

this great work of benevolence.

We cannot doubt that you will joyfully hail the

missionary organization as the harbinger of better

and brighter days to our Southern Zion. You have

now a Board of Foreign Missions, which is indeed

your own. It opens to you a tield of labour which
is appropriated to yourselves. The centre of action

and communieation is no longer among strangers.

Southern Presbyterians can now act as a body, with-

in their own borders.

We offer you our heartfelt congratulations, on the

prospect before us. We enter the field under most
favorable auspices. The high way to the nations is

now open and unobstructed. The most formidable
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obstacles have been removed, and wide regions pre*

pared for us, by the toil and perseverance of those

noble pioneers who have sacrificed their lives in its

commencement ; and we enjoy ail the important ad-

vantages and facilities which have been so dearly

purchased. Through numerous channels thus open-

ed, we can pour the streams of oar charity, to ferti-

lize any of the barren regions of the earth. We can

either select a single portion of pagan territory, and

concentrate our efforts in its cultivation ; or we can

spread out our benefactions, and disperse our mission-

aries to every quarter of the globe ; so as to feel a

direct and personal interest, in all the missionary

stations. Thus our Seminary may be honoured as

the nursery of trees of righteousness, whose leaves

shall he for the healing of the nations. Thus our

Churches may be enriched by the reflex influence of

their beloved sons, stationed as lights of the world on "

far distant shores ; and thus our own prayers and la-

bors will be animated by the consideration that our

friends and brethren are leading the armies of the

Lord, to the conquest of the world.

Per tit us, dear brethren, in view of such motives

and proposals, earnestly to exhort you to give all dili-

gence to excite and cherish, in your congregations a

spirit of missions, corresponding to the present crisis.

Among the means necessary for the purpose, we re-

commend regular and devout attendance upon the

monthly concert of prayer, and the diffusion of the in-

telligence contained in the Missionary Herald.

By thus promoting an ardent, enlightened zeal

in the missionary cause, we feel assured you will most
effectually advance the cause of vital experimental
religion ; for " the Spirit of Missions is the spirit of
Jesus Christ."

We cannot conclude this long and desultory letter,

without again adverting to the memorable circum-
stances which attended the final vote in the Synod, on
adopting the Constitution of our board of Missions.
It was a scene " never to be forgotten, and never re-

membered, but with grateful emotions "

The subject had been laid before Synod, in a most
providential manner ; and while there was a decided
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ai*|ied feeling in favor of the plan ; yet in the

of some, mountains of difficulty were hi our way,

thers re tempted to shrink from the magui-

of the undertali'mg. At tins moment of trem-

suspense, an i/ifluenoe from above evidently

nd<<i upon the whole assembly. Instantly there

was such a gush oi de««*ul

oi' heart, such an evident tive

immediate presence of Cod,

mjssed. Before itit* o.-rt u ncj

ana
vjev

QU.i

tuth

bin*

desi

the mountains ti ;

elmg, such a melting

; i w erwg sense of the

$ we never befrtre wit-

,he objections vanish'

ii. Then it wfrsi that

all the members oi Synod knelt <*o*n »« prayer;

then rising upon their rVt, as by one common im-

poise, and by ime untied vmce, they adopted the

Oousti I'tion, and while sian0nji they sung with

IiiVfl pathos the " Misamnary. Hymn," while almost

every face was bathed in Mars, and almost every

frame trembled with intense emotion ;
and thus ch

a scene in an ecclesiastical assembly, the li&e ot which

our eyes iiHver saw, oni beans never conceived.

All" who were present will bear witness how meagre

and inadequate is this description. And this may

well be, for religious emotion cannot he described

But we 'trust all of them will heaitily unite with us in

devoutly supplicating

—

« My Gud, repeat that heavenly hour,"

" That vision so divine."

Our object in calling your attention to this memo

ruble incident, in connexion with all the other c.rcum

stances, accompanying this organization, is to fix m
your minds the same deep settled conviction whicl

we cherish ours- Ives, that this council or design is not

of man, but of God ; and thus to inspire you with tn

same high confidence which we feel, that it will issu

in results, which will tend to enlighten and bless th

W
°In

d

the bonds of Christian fellowship, we are^dea

brethren, your affectionate servants in the Gospel.

Signed by order of the Synod^

THOMAS SMITH,
B. GILDERSLEEVE.


