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T HIS3 Sermon, in Menory of the Rev. JAMES HUNT, late Paftor
of the wu'téd Congregations of qudeig/éuré and of Cq})lain-j_o/)vn, prefar.
ed at the defire -of bis fﬁwt;ping I;.elat.x"an‘:,“ and of tbo/é w’:o wére big
pafforal charge, ;xnd delivered at quden/bur& on f/;q Lord;.f day, of '415
Auguf, 179 3, is _;1edicat:ed by the qut):qr to bqt,/J ; wit/; the moft qra'el’nt_
prayer that they, und.er‘ the divine ifgﬂuet;cg and bij‘ng, may bherein
liften to the deccafed fpea,kir'rg to their b?qrt:, aﬁd be perfuaded to ﬂllo'z;v
bis faith, confidering the eﬂd of b§ fqnwrfaiion. '

Alexandria, Adugufft 6, 1793.
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Funeral Sermon, &.

* Zachariah, Ch. I. 5.
Your Fathers, where are rbe]." And the Prophets, do they live foréruer 2

THT impreffion which thefe words are fuited .to make, is alto-
gether of the ferious kind. They were in the firft inftance
addrefied to [fracl, and brought into view their progenitors for many
ages. lhey are now addreﬁ'ed unto us, and introduce objects well

adapted to’intereft and to edify. ¢ ZYour Fatber:, where are they ?
znd the Prophets: do they live forever 2 ™

Difcourfing from thefe words, I fhall, through divine affi ﬂance,

lead your thoughts to the ages which are paft, and then inquire con-
cerning the men who formcrly appeared 'Wherc are theyP Do
they live forever ? '
- Paftagesopen alarge field. Five thoufand feven hundred and
cighty- t\m years have efcaped fince the creation of the world. With
inhabitants it has generally been filled, Thefeare not the fame.—
Eighty years make almoft entirely a thorough change. * 'The fame
fountenance, indeed, before the flood, might have been recognized
for neara thounnd vears : Since that period, the term of human’
life has been much as it is now. One generation paffeth away and;
another cometh : Men dwell in houfes of clay : Their foundation
fs in the duft :'They are cruthed before the moth:: lhcy are deftroy-

?d from morning to evemng T hey perith forever, without any re-
- » . gardmg



el

arding it : Doth not thejr excellency go away ? From the graj
which dicth in "the ground a new.crop arifeth: From the olc
{tem new branches fhoot forth: Armies,goi‘néd in battle, preferve
their ranks complete, fupplying the ilacq of thofe who are fallen by
" the ranks behind. It is the fame with mankind. A new crop arifeth

{rom the buried grain ; new fprouts from the old ftem. Tﬁc hoary
head difappears, and the ground he has gone over is immediately
occupied by men grown up, young men, youths, children, infants.
On the road of lifi travellers are ftill found ; They pafs on, and are
forgotten. ' One finifhes that courfe upon which another is juft en:
tered, and in which others have made different progrefs. “The pre:
fent age prefles upon the fleps of "the former. "Yheearth is full ;
but the inhabitants are changed.” A few yeats make us perfed
ftrangers.  Of this, thofe who have been a little time from their na:
tive country are very fenfible : Inquiring after their kindred ; they
are not: The companion of their youth ; he is pafled away: Their
dear acquaintance ; he cannot be found, . IR
¢ - The works of men,as well as men themfelves,are fubjeét to change.
Great atchievements have been performed in eftablithing empires ;
Great works accomplifhed during their grandeur. In what have if-
fued all'the atchievements of Sampfon and - of David ; of Grecian
and Romanheroes ? Their effect has cealed: even the empires, for
whofe benéfit they were performed, exift no more, Trace them up,

ou can fcarce difcover a veftige of what was once fo celebrated.—
?i‘he Jewith monarchy, the republics of Greece and Rome are funk
in the gulph of time. -They' dazzlg' no more; they terrify na
more.” "They have been, but are not now. As a ftone that is dathed
in pieces, fo paflfeth the glory of this world. : S
" Buildings, vying in' ftability with the everlafting hills, leave no
mark whereby we may afcertain - where they once ftood.The folemn"
tomb, and venerable temple ; works of ufe and worKs of pleafure,
where are they? In their erc&tion, men toiled hard : They gloried in
their magnificence : - Highly beneficial were they, and conducive to
pleafure ; but the labouris now loft, the glory is effaced, and they
fio more contr:hute either to profit or to pleafure. The pyramids
: o

-




e — —— =T

U L
of Egypt, thofe grand edifices for the interment of their kings: -
The temple of quufalem, facred through the refidence of the Moft
High :. Thelight-houfe of Pharos, a ftruture uncommonly ftupen-
dous, for the direftion of feamen : The hanging gardens of Babylon,
which aftonifhed former ages; prepared for the amufement of the
royal family ; are {wept away and ingulphed with the works before
the flood. . - . . _ . _

. Neither men nor their works have attaihed 4 greater ftability now
than formerly. Every thing about us is- liable to change; we our-
felves alfo are the fubjetls of change. We are pleafed in Spring
with the revival of nature ; Summer fpreads. beauty and fragrance
hround : Harveft is richly loaded with the fruits of the earth. . In
this progreflive ftate of improvement, our fatisfattion and fpirits:
increafe. Nature henceforth wears a different afpett. ‘The leaf
falls from the {ree : The power of vegetation is enfeebled : The fky
affumes a tonftant frown: The eafth looks defolate. . N

A miore frequent mejtiorial of charge conftanty occurs. The
day-ftar hangs out the fignal which ufhers in all the glories of the
Sun: Men rejoice in his light and influence until noon: His influ-
ence afterwarc‘i_)s'is lefs felt ;. The fhadow ftretches out, darknefs rolls
6n, and involves our hemilpherc in gloomy night. o 4
_ Befides thefe changes;which a(hft us in'contemplating the changes.
fo which mankind have always been fubjected, every thiaz in our
own perfons, every thing in the perfons of our friends, every thing
in the whole extent of our obfervation, confirms what has been re-
corded conce’i‘nfn‘g former .ages. Owur bodies are frail ; andour
animal fpirits variable. The feeds of death are in our veins, and
producé the head-aches, fevers, pains, which fmpair the conftituti-
on,and at laft- lay us inthe dulf. Qut friendsare in the fame ftate
with ourfelves, équally expofed to difeafe 5 equally ‘liable to die.—
The widow and the fatherlefs, the orphan and the defticute, know well

that men are niortal. This has imbittered their cup, and forced from

ihem the fad lamientation, ** Lover and friend haft thou put far from

¢ me, and mine acquaintance into darknefs.” L .

No charatter and no ftation can exempt nrea from death. Let
' the
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the charalet be never fo facted; let the tation be never fo ufeful H
the minifter of religion, or the fervantof the public ; the peaceful

levite, or the prudent ftatefman ; all, ‘all are on the brink of the -

grave, ready every mnfoment to drop in. = S,
From what we feel, and from what we obferve ; from prefent

occurrences, and from hiltories, of the greatelt authenticity, we may.

be convinced that ages pafs over little noticed, and littlé remem-
bered. o ' : ' o

Let me next proceed to inquire concerning the men who former-
ly appeared ; where are they? Do they live forever? =

‘Uhe prophet here fpeaks of the divinejudgments with which for-
mer ages were threatened, and which, in confequence oftheir conti-
nued crimes, thiey. feverely fele. . The Iftaelites, for inftance, in the
twildernefs, proving faithlefs and obftinate, . were fubje&ed above a
¢errain age to walte all their days where they tlien were without.
feeing Canaan or tafting its enjoyments. Even Mofes aiid Aaron
themlelves, on’accéunt of fome deficiency either in their faith or in
their felf-government, incur the fame doom with others, and leave
their'bodiés in the wildernefs. Like asthe Lord of Ho'ts thought to
do unto them according to their ways, and according to their doings,
fo hath he dealt with them. None who were above twenty when'
they left Egypt, except Cileband Joftua, fet foot on the promifed’
land. The queftion in'my text refers to thefe threatenings; where
are the Fathers?* Did not my words take hold upon them? Were

ot thefe exa&tly verified? The prophets did not often live tofee

their prophecies accompliftiéd ; the age was not always bleft with
théir miniftrations : But their pophecies fell not to the ground.—
All flefh is grafs, and the glory of man-as the flower of thé grafs ;'
the grafs withereth, and the flower: thereof falleth off, hut. the word-
of God endureth forever! The minifters of truth, asmen, arefub-
ject to change; but the truths which théy proclaim dre ihvariable.

Thefe are important corfiderations, and may be illuftrated bK:' '
what we ourfelves immediatefy obferve to be a fixed principle, which

began early to operate, which operates now, and is likely to operate

through the moft diftant revolutions of time: The divine threaten.

ing
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ing has. been denounced againft Adam and his pofterity—*¢ Dud
thou art, and unto duft /balt thou return.”” Men have received meflage
after meffage to remind them of their fituation, that thereby they
might become humble and obedient. Is not the threatening execut:
ed? If it be not, where are the mer. who have hitherro been
on the egrth } They are not here. It has evidently befallen them
according to the divine word : They have left their place and are
gone : ‘Lhey belong to fome ather warld : Inhabit fome other coun-
ry : Move in fqme other fphere. Remqving men from ane world
toanother ; planizag terrors on the boundary which feparates this
world from the next; and fubjeing the whole hyman race to this
rewoval and to thefe terrors, God vindicates the honour of his ga-

vernment and the efficacy of his word. : ‘
My text contajns a tryth particplarly folemn. It makes no afferti-
pn; yet a mare plain and affeling comment on the proceedings of -
providence is no wherg to be found. Qpen your eyes, and yon
| need rot be informed that the Sun fhines ; reflet, and it is equallv
~ gvident, that whillt God fulfils his promifes, he alio executes his
threatenings. Where are Adam and Eve ? Where arc al| the antedi-
Juvian families? Where are Noah apd his three fons ?  Where the
numerous defcendents immediately proceeding from them? Search
the annals of time for neir 6q00 years paft, and the whole habitable
earth, from North to South, fram Eaft to Weft,and tell me where
gre the innumerable branches of the human family which lave fuc-
ceffjvely arifen ‘and fugeeffively difappeared.” 'Are Aaron, and his
rethien in ‘the priefthood ; John and his affbociates” in the apoftle-
fhip ? The myinilters of the old and the minifters of the new tefta-
ment, r:'t aliye? No. = They were reptefented by Adam ; in Adam
they all died. " The plan of the divine government is prudent and
. Ready: It cannot he altered. The wages of fin is death. = Pu-
; pifhment is an infeparable attendant on tranfgreflion. This is verified
i In the fall of angels; it is feen in the dealings of God with our guil-
., fyrace. Were not men altonithingly inconfiderate, they have warn-
| Ing enough to lead them ¢q' deteft a carnal and finful life, and to in-
* fluce them tq hecgine {piritug] and holy, Sufficient for this pur-
o . pofe
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‘pofe was the experience of men in Zachariah’s day: The repeatcd

experience of every fucceeding day, from that to this, gives us additi-
onal advantages.” We know that the fathers are not here, and that
the prophets donot live forever. It is appointed unto men onceto die;
and what power in Heaven, what.power on earth, what power under
the carth, tan delay or render ineffeGual an appointment of the
Almighty ? ' T
‘Lhis fubjeét might be feafonably introduced on any occafion; it -

is particularly feajonable at this mement. "Thie venerable appcarance
you were wont to fecin this place, you do not now fee; the com-

manding voice which could reach thoufands i$ not now heard ; that

-appearance fhall not again grace this place, nor that voice be heard

any more: The appearance has vanithed'; the voiceis filenced.—

~“{'his is an awful and inftruétiye providence; and rendered {till more

awful and inftru&ive by fome’ preceding ‘circumftances. Our reve-
rend father had been vifited in his family with breach upon breach :

“'T'he clouds returncd after the rain: Deep called unto” Deep at the

noife of the water-fpouts : Waves and billows went over him: In
the courfe of a few months he lolt his fon’s wife ; a grandchild ; and
his own bofom friend. This laft firoke he did not furvive many days.
In their ages there was no great difparity.-* Both were the defcen-
dents of pious parents; both-had experienced the power of godlinefs
in carly life ; their difpofitions were fimilar, and their religious

S ‘ Happy

s Mrs. Ruth Huzt,tbe Daughter of Foleph and Rebecea Hall,awas born at Nafbam-

“wiing, five miles from Philadelphia, dugufly 1725: Married Dr. Elifpa Hall, of Cecily
in 1he 18k year of her age; lived avith kim 10 years s bad by bim 6 children 5 conti--

nued in 3 flate of widowbeod after bis death 4 years 5 when a connellion took place be--
1avcen ber and the Rev. Fames Hanty on the 3d Jung, 1762, wvbich continned 3 yearsy
Joe dyingen tbe 745 May, 1793. R . - e

The Rew. Fames Hart, tbe fon of James and Sarab Hunt, was born at Hasmover,

*in Firgiria, Feb 10, 4. Do 1731 He fludied firft under Mpr. Dawies, at Hanover,.

and cempleted bis fudies at Neaw- Jerfey College.  He was licenfed to preach the Gofpel

-y 1he Neav-Br unfewick Profbytery, 27th July, 1760 : - Qu the September follonving bs”

avas ordained ot iarge, and continued an itinerant preacher, without any pakloral tbarg‘l‘. >
wntii Yune, 1703,3chen beavas inflalled into Little-Britain Cangrlgaho’u, Pennfylvania,
Ju the year Va0, be took the charge of Bladenfburg and Captain-Jobn's Congregalions

" s

wimong which ¢ labeuwred Jfir 23 years and died 1he 2d Jeney 1793+
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Happ) 1s it 'vhen perfons are fo equally yoked. They become hclpev s ta
onc another : they Teap mutual benefit : they go hand in hand to
the regions of peace. A mutual tendernefs was firft felt about the
time of Dr. Hall’s death ; Mr. Huntaflited him in His it mo-
ments.  He comiforted his widowed friend. Between the comforter

aad the comforted there is a mutual union. This became evety day
more firm, until it pleafed God that the tie was fixed which death
alone can dlﬂ'olve In this connection, Mrs. Hunt confulted her /pi-
ritual more than her tempsral advaniage. It is not often that the
miinifters of Chri are enriched with the world’s goods. Like their
divine mziter, they are dependent on others. The reward of their
libours they expett in Heaven. This Mrs. ilunt knew; yet fhe de-
nied heffelf worldly profpcéts that fhe might partake in the beavenly
rewatd.

Mrs. Hunt’s natural ,temper wis_affable and kind. Grice, with
fuch atiendants, is partxcularly amiable : It has an eloquence beyond.
the eloquence. of men : It is a molt powerful perfuafive : It necefli-
tates the dlﬁipated in fpite of rooted antipathies, to become lovers -
of religion.~ Such the compulfion with which members are brought
into the chriftian church! For fuch eloquence, for fuch compulfive
influence,our departed friend was very mentorable. It had an happy
eifet upon her firlt hufband and his relatives : It reigned tnumphant :
in her dometftic circle for many years.

Her mind was not intoxicated with religious pnde, nor foured
with prejudice. She had a tendernefs for all; a heart to fympathize
with them ; a hand to relievethem. She made the diftrefles even of
her flavesher own; apologlzed for inattentions ; avoided cxtremmes,
eltablithed her authority in love, not in fear. This fenfibility, fo ami-
able, fo divine, was fuch, that her friends carefulry concealed from
her, efpecially when advanced in life, the diftrefs of others, feft it
might overpower her delicate frame. She bore the image of the Sa-
viour of mankind. Her tendernefs, like his, was diffufive. It was
roufed by diftrefs. She confidered her{élf as a branch of the human
family ; and wherever the found mankind, fhe found her brethren.

. I never knew any whofe charalter correfponds zore exaltly with

e . thar -
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that of the virtuous woman drawn ia the book of proverbs.
Domef-

She defpifed the idca of modern delicacy and refinement,
tic affairs the knew were her concerni’ "Shé Was the foul of her f4.
mily-: The foring of altion. Is this done ? of that? was not the
queftion : fhe knew it was donte, for the Had feen it,. and been affiit-
ing. Scentirely was fle engaged withi hef family, that the was o3
by fun, and was never Known, whert Well; to”li¢ down at nogn:

Such conduc fpeaks more in her praife than tongué can tell ! She ?

kept withir: hiet own fphere : there the thone with meridian fplendour,
Many daugthers have done virtuouflv, but fhe excelled them al] !

- AflliGtions have always.been éonfideredt 4$ thd teft of the chira&er.
She was the child of afllition. Patiente, fympathy, and hdpe took'
réotin her mind, and acquired luxutiance: ~ She languithed for ma-
ny months in a decline. Her pain at times was acute : when aldne,
fhieindulged in fighs and groans :" If her friends ftepped in, all was
fypprefled ; mot 2 complaining wofd's ot an expreffion of uneafi.
nefs : fie rofe above her own infirtiities, that fhe ntight maké them

happy. Her delicacy in' thi¢ refpeét Was unufual ; perhap¥ic has hot

:‘mequal. It commanded the admiration éf ﬁf&ﬂgers‘; it rélieved

. theteelings of her friends.

Her habits of accuracy, snd attentfon in domieftic life, were fuch'
that, durmg hier declining fate, fhe could give ofders about- her fa-
mily, and rétain as exa& a knowledge of whir Was doing as when in’
perfe@ hekth: L gl

Owing probably fo the' conftitution8f her i, fhe was very dif.’
fident and timorous/ Grace, by nomeans, chatiges the conftitution.
h nray hive a'counteralting inflitence/ Yhe decealed’s dttainment in

the religious life might have giveh her great.confidence ; ‘but fhe al-

ways thought and {poke modeftly of 'het ftate and hopes:® She’
LT S e did

& Tbe experience of iy g,.g',,}ifatb'cé, tbz Iém_; Fames W qrdlows, of Dumfermline, was
rauch the fame. He bad lived in babify of intimacy awizh thar eminently-pi-xs. Minifter,
1he Rew.George Whitefield. Mr. Whinfield avas 1aking bis Ravve of my gramdfatber.,

|

tben far advanced in life; % farewvell,” fays Mr. Whirefiela, % Fare :flv&«w: Soall
mect again in Heavea" —1I hope /5,” repijed my 8"“"{/.4,’6".' modeffly— H0P¢ fosr”

Sys Mr. Whitefeld, avith bis wual Givacity ;  why, an's yor fure of it " A4 Parifps-
oner"of my grandfatber’s, abo beld bim in eficem, took up the young oreacher wery
Smartly, % had your tongye, gabby creature ; he’s as fuze of 1t a9 you ate !
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did not appear afraid of deuth ; mor did fhe yet buatt, as thofe who
put off the harnefs. ¢ Oh!” fhe fometimes exclaini=d - Oh! how
hard it is to die "’ Being afked if fhe fearéd death ; not fear death "
was herreply ; ¢ deathis the king of terrors!””  Her fenfibility was
fiot cowardice ; .the brave are moft fenfible. She proved courageous
at laft. Informed f)y her friends of fome f_z'xvo.urable fymptoms in the
courfe ofr;_x'e_r difordét, * you tell me no good news,”” was her anfwer;
<] long, | long tobe gone.” She called upon her foul to rejoice, and
again to rejoice. A fhort time previous to her dcath, the ftartcd from a
tranfient flumber with fneffable fatisfaftion. ' ¢ I Have heard a voice,’ |
fays fhe; ¢ whifperf to my foul,” ¢ daughter, be of good rchg_el' ) 1P
- day fhalt thoy be i Paradife.”” This impr’e(ﬁoﬁ, however made, was
4 cordial to her fainting {pirits ; a ray. by which even'the thadow of
death feemed lightfome. Finding her laft hour was athand, calmly,
fhe took leave of all her friends;giving each fuch advices as'the thought,
fuitablé. The fcene cannot be defcribed. It overflowed every eye
with tears, and penetrated the hearts even of Africans. Praying
fot mércy ofi heftelf ; apon her family ; upon the whole world ; fhe
réfighed her fpirit into the tand of her faithful Creator. .
" Mrs. Hunt was not more exemplary in private lifé than her wor-
- thy hufband was in public. ~He was prepared by nature, by grace,
by education, to ferve at the altar. His. conftitution was_ftrong ;
and his voicé commanding : Hig mind capacious ; and, from his
youth, Xnder the full influence of refigious principles. He was ac-
quainted with arts; andthe fciences. He was an accurate hnguift ;
4nd an intelligent divine, Many have arifen under his tutoring hand -
fo ftations of eminence and of wealth. Naturally communicative, his
knpv?lec‘l‘gg became _generally-ufeful, .If ,di_fﬁ'cix%t'iqs' have at-any time
6ccurred in the courfe of .my. teading, or of my mihiﬁry,. I have
- found relief in ftatifigthefe to my aged friend. His informmation was
full dhd fatisfallory ; his ddvi¢ .{a%é and prudent. .
., His home was a Bethel, a'houfe for God. | The hearts of his do-,
m=ftics were taught to fear God ; and their tongues to celcbrate
his praife.. - - | o _ ‘ O
* His- particular éxcellence, however, was in thé pulpit. Difufive
: was
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was ke, and pathetic, This fpecics of eloquence is of more gcx’xcrai
ufe thanthe concilc and nervous. ‘lhere are diiferent talents 3
each has its advantage: Happy thatman who knows bis own ta-
lent and improves ¥t with care ! "The deccafed had his whole foul in
the work : He travailed as in birth until Chrift wds formed in the
hearts of finners.  Often he railed his warning voice ; often he whif-
pered confolation ! He gave to all their food in due feafon. He kept
back nothing that was profitable unto yow; but fhewed you and.
taught you publickly, & fromt houfe to houfe, teftifying both to young
and to old repentance towards God and faith fowards’the Lord Ji:'f{is
Chrilt. He hasleft many feals of his miniftry. Of this, numbers pre-
fent can bearwitnefs. Under his minillry you were alarmed, you
were comforted ; vou were built up. If fome can {peak of no' fuch
henefit, you remember perhaps the father or the mother, the wife
or the child, the neighbour or the friend, who, born in this placey
were thereby preparéd for that gloty to which they hive been ad-
vanced. - ' ‘ ' n )
Lamentable isit that, however fuccefsful the labours of our ve.,
nerable father have been, of late years, the fuccefls was not here, It.
avas not here where hie foutrd lausels.  Is not the feed in the ground ?
Shallit not vegetate and grow under other culture, to foll maturity,.
when both he who hath fown,2nd he who reaps,fhall rejoice together ?
His own harveft was in his other congregation: There a growing con<
éernt abour, religion has beea apparent for fome time paft.  Many
thoughitlels perfons have been roufed : Many who were E’cﬁtatiﬁg el
tablifhed : religion is now the d=light of many, who lately held it
in deteftation and contempt. 'Vhis glorious day was uthered inby a,
gloonty night.  If rewarded mady days of toil and of pain: Itis re-:
corded in Heaven in bright characters; it fhall long be remembered’
en earth, that thofe whofow in tears may hepe to réap in joy ;. that.
flisfe who go forth weeping, bearing precious feed, may be cértain
that they fhall come again with rejoicing, bringing their theaves’
swith them. ‘The vifion is for an appointed time ; fhould it tarry, let,
ws wait for it, it fhull fpeak add fhall not tarry. - »
‘Lhe journey which your late’ Paflor tock to South-Carolina g‘zll_\"cf
: _ * him




RIRE
him great faisfaltion.  He happily organized a church for the war-
fhip of Godin Columbia ; and, iu his return kome, preached with
unufual effect to large, attentive, and {olemn afleinblics.
Never did_he enjoy a beiter ftate of health then after his return,
JIn this it feems he put little confidence.  He did not believe his glals
would run long. His afilited companion mentioning that fthe muft
leave him, he replicd, ¢ Oh !my dcar wife, I fhall ipon follow you ;
thefe gray hairs are blofloming for the graye.” He conje@ured
right : A fevere illnefs, in confequence of exceffive watching and
fatizue, carried him off in afew days. He was not able to fpeak -
much: His fentences were broken and interrupted ; yet he hgnour-
ed in death his chriftian profeflion. Demanded by fome fiiend in
what he put his truflt; with eyes direfted to Heaven, and inan
cievated tone of voice, he replied, ¢ My truft is in the Blood and
Rightebufncfs of Jefus Chrift.”” His peace was eftablithed, and his
affurance full. Having walked with God on Earth, he is now no
more amongft us ; for God hath taken him to himfelf, .
~ After this lopg digreflion to pay a laft tribute to our dear deceafed
friends, the interrogations in my text recur in fyll’ force, * Your
Fathers, whereare they ? And the Prophets, do they live forever 2’
Your Fathers evidendly are not in this world; and the P;o;;hets do
not live forever. ~ o
" In the epiltle to the Hebrews, the Apoftle, having mentioned the
feats of heroifm and piety which numbers, through faith in God, had
been enabled to perform, exhorts us to the utmoft exertians in the
chriftian courfe, reprefenting the vaft muliitude ot the faithful who
are gone beforeas the fpetators of our ¢ondu&.. Should the fa-
‘thers, fhould the prophets not exi't in this, they certainly do in the
ottiey world, Having followed the Lamb on earth, they are he-
noured by him in Heaven. Having becn faithful ‘to the truft com-
mitted to them hére, approved of hereafter, they are received into
the joy of theif lord. FKrom aftormy ocean they have paffed fafe
jntoan haven of cternal peace.
"~ When our friend is removed hence, the former circumftances of
" pis life affet the mind with great force. Ifhis appearance has been
’ - venerable’

—————
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enerable,and his addrefs mafculine : If he-has maintained the rights
of mankind, and been the lover of his country: If he has been a
fervantin the church of Gpd,an_d pleaded the caufe of religion : If he .
has been the champion of truth, a defenced city, an iron pilfar,"a
brazen wall againft all oppofers; if fych an one has been negleted,
and perhaps ufed hard’; a form grifes before the mind, fre from
the trailties of mortality, the paffions of erring mdn ; it's a fpirit
made perfedt, Former ne lect and pxifappr?henﬁqn inus add to the
glory with which itis invefted. This capacity of the mind, .where-
by we ¢an raife the image gf deceafed friends 1n every amiable
afpe&;without the blemifhes incident to the mortal flate,very proba-
bly occafioned the worfhip which the heathen paid todeparted benefac-
tors, the erefion of tombs among the Jews, highly garnifhed, in
honour of thofe prophets whoin their fathers flew, - '
Suppofe fuch a form as I now mertion.(and were the eye clear from
_ the filth of mortality, it probably would be no fuppofition, but real)
we fhouhl recognize here our reverend father and dear friend : How
" glorious in'his robe of immortality ! How amiable in the perfed ftate |
How fpiritual in his com unications ! W.g'Ihould fee him as Enoch
was {cen by the antediluvian fathers : Elijah, by his fervant Elifhi ;
‘The afcending Saviour, by the Gallileans. 1think I fee him, He
cafts a witfullook from South to North.  As fpirits fpeak ta kindred
- fpirigs, he ailo fpeaks to thofe who once were dear to himIn ‘i’é fBeth.
- % Your hoary head, my venerable parent,® is a crewn of glory.
. & You taught me the path of holinefs: It has brought me to Hez-
¢ yen. 1hiveleft you on the road ; but thefteps you have yet to
. & take are few. "~ There is indeed a feparating wall. "Undermined,
: rers on jts bafis, and “fhall foon tumble down. I fhall not
.« pe the laft in welcomipg {o glory him whofe piety and care have,
- ¢¢ laid me under laﬂigg'obligations.’{ o R N
" Upon his defcendants he cafts a pate:mal look. < Itis good for,
s yol, my children, to bear the yoke in your youth. If it gall you,
«¢ fpurn not. \Vhom the Lord loveth he cha{lcneth; and fcourgeth
"< eyery fon whom he recciveth. I adjure,you iR the name of the ever-
‘ - -6 Jovin §’s

v H;. ""rJ.' oer §S ﬂ U alive, ub‘ﬁ /&) l é"’iw',’ fxf“‘, “j“?'
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¢« loving, ever-living redeemer, know God and obey the Gofpel :
¢¢ Be zealous for the truth: Neither be weary, nor faint in your
¢ minds: Bring your children up in the nurture and admonition
¢¢ of the Lord. I charge every one of you, be faithful ynto death,
s¢ that I may meet you all at the laft without a fingle reprobate or
s caftaway. 7ou particularly, my younger fon ; the harveft is plen-
¢ tiful; but thelabourers are few : Can you withhold your help-
¢ ing hand ? The work indeed is arduous ; but it is honoprable:

~ #¢ Tt'may imbitter your cup on earth ; it fliall fweeten your cup in

¢¢ Heaven : It may require unufyal grace and ynufual ftrength ; but
¢¢ thegrace of Chrilt fhall be fufficient for you, and his ftrength
¢ perfetted in your weaknefs. ‘Theking gn the holy hill of Zion
¢ would accept-ypur fervice. Why, my fon, are you not girded
¢ for this fervice? The King’s . bufinefs requireth hafte. Why
¢¢ hefitate ?- If you be ‘detérred’ by any defictency in yourfelf, re-
¢¢ pair to the fulnefs-in the head of the church.; you fhall receive
¢ from thence an abundant fupply.” ' : . -
Upon his late flock, upon you, my degr brethern, he calts his eye.
Compallion {5 vifible in his countenance; and divine tendernefs.—
< Oh !, 'Sinner, there is-an awful ‘reality in the things of which I
¢ have frequently told you. " The day that cometh fhall burn as an
4¢ oven; you who are proud, and do wickedly, 'as dry wood are
¢¢ fuel for the fire ; as {tubble yoy fhall be burned up, and neither
¢¢ root nar branch be left, "I have feer the place of punifhinent ;
¢¢ its terrors exceed defcriptian :* The worm thit dieth not, and the
€ fire that is nat quenched : Chains of darknefs: Confinement
¢ with the devil and his angels ; with the offscourings of the earth ;
<¢ the daring fabbath-breaker ; the profane fwearer; the fcoffer
¢ at religiod ; the polluted debauchee ; the vilelt mifcreants : Weep-
«_ing, wailing, gnafhing of teeth ; not a drop of water to cool the
¢ tongue : Not a confolatory word to eafe the mind : The fmoke of
¢¢ their torment afcending forever and ever. I fecl for you, as celef-
¢ tials feel : Permitted, I would burft from the cloud, which with-
¢ holds me from. your view, that once more I ‘might give you
¢¢ warning. But you have Mofes and the prophets; Chriflt and

¢¢ his Apoftles ; paftors and teachers ; if you hear not them; if
“¢ you be not perfuaded ; the cafe is defperate : It befpeaks youtabe
L ¥ incorrigible.
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« incorrigible. Hec that being often reproved hardericth his neck,
¢ fhall fuddmly tie deftroyed,and that without remedy. But there
*¢ is yet hope ; it is the accepted time and the day of falvation :
¢ Proceed not heedlefsly, s fools to the correltion of the Hocks.
¢ Tlee ;ye prifoners of hope,to your ftrong holds: To day if you will
< hear fifs voice, harden not your h-arta ; otherwife confider,yé that
<« forget God, lcﬂ he tear you in pleces,an’d there be none to defiver |
- you. It is a fearful thing to fall info the hands of the living God.
e Vcnbeancc is his, he will repay it. He fhall break you with a
¢ rod of iron ; ke fhall dath youin pic¢es like d potter’s veflel.””
“¢ My (‘hnﬂmn friends,. to whom [ did 1ioe fpeak in vain ; in
¢ whom I have feen of the travail of my fotl ; oy hope and my
€< joy ? The feals of my miniftry,and the JCWCIS in my crown; I have
¢ not entertained you with & cunningly-devifed fable. T am happy 5
¢ you fhall alfo be fo foolt, Be fteadfalt and immoveadle ; be per-.
s« fe€t and of one mind ; unite in your apphcanon to the maﬁer of .
. aﬁ'embhes, that your eyes niay fee jour teachers; and j your ears ‘
¢ hear a voice beltind you, faying this is the way, walk ye¢ in ity
¢ when ye turh to the right hand, or fo the left; abourd in the
¢ work of the lord ; your labeur (bt} not e in vaif. Heaven will
¢ dry -up your tears, and fepay all your toils; Its happinefs can--
¢ not be defcribed by the tongue of niortals. Eye hath not feen,nor.
¢ ear heard, neither hath it entered ivito the heart to concewe,what
< things God hath prepared foi them that love him. Live by faith ;
¢ hope unto the end : Faith fhall foon be lolt in vifion ; hope in
¢ fruitions Fight the good fight, finith your éourfe, keep the
¢ faith ; you fhall receive a crown of righteoufnels from the nghte—
¥ ous Judcre at his coming.
~“ Ycudo weli in’ connelting the tribute you this day pay to my.
. “ memory with @ devout remembrance of the death of Chrift. * |
* His death is your only hepe. Reft o this for acceptance and
¢ fafety Thisis the rock of ages : Baild here withcertainty. Should
¢¢ the rain defcend ; fhould. the floods come ; fhould the winds
¢ Blow ; the bunldmg fhall reain unfhaken. Caft not away your
¢ confidence,

-

*  This Sermon avas delivvered /nwnylj 10 d: ﬁn{ﬁrg r/.u Orlmamc of the Lord's
S.z;frr. ) ‘
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« confidence, which hath great recompence of reward ; for ye have

-~

“ need of patiénce ; that, after you have done the will of God, ye
¢ might receive the promife. For, yeta little while,and he that fhall

“ come, will come, and vill not tarry. Now the juft fhall live by
“ faith : But if any man draw back, my foul fhall bave no plea-
“ fure in him : But we are not of them who.draw back unto perdi-
“ tioh ; but of them that belicve to the faving of the foul.”

R ———

AN ELEGIAC P OE M

. I.
GREAT God ! how fearchlefs are thy
ways ! ]
While alt we fee or hear difplays
Thy wifdom, power and loves; . .
Nature thj mighsy works declares,
But grace a nobler theme prepares,
- To dvaw our hearis above.
R PR
MyRerious are thy ways to man,
Too blind to comprehend or fcan
The wouders of a-God !

While worlds revolve, and years roll on,’

Fathions-are chang’d and cuftoms gone,
With years beyond the flood. '
. - -
Nations and kingdoms muft decay,
And dying mortals wing their way
To worlds beyond the grave :
Death vifits-all without difguife,
The good, thé vile, the fool, the wife,
The coward and the brave,
- IV,
Tis here we read the weighty call,
Addrefs'd aloud, alike to all,
Th' oppreffive and the juft: ,
Here faints and finners clofe their eyes,
0 all terrefirial vanidies,
A mingle in the duft,
"Tis thus in vain we frive to view -
~ Theplace which once our fathers knew,

‘ The day

In this their pilgrimage : v
Of us ¢’er long it fhall be faid, G
*Twas here their {chemes for life they laid,
When on this bufy flage. .
VI,

The prophets here no more proclaim .
The words of life in Jefu’s name ;
They lie beneath the ground,
X Waitin%lin atient humble truft,
that éod will raife the juft,
When the laft (rumiﬁ thall found.
. VII,

Where then the father and the friend,
‘Whofe name our fighs and tears commend
To frangers and to foes ! )
. Where the dear autbor of our birth,
Whofe life was of fuch countlefs worth,
Whofe death compleres ourwoes? -

VIII. !

Death, long expefted, comes—but O}
How unexpetted : ftrikes the blow,
And all our peace is flain,
. All nature flands in fad difimay,
‘While we behold the lifelefs clay,
And all the foul is pain.
1X

See children, friends,” and brethren fland,
With fireaming eyes and trembling hand,

Around ibeir dying bed ; '
We fear the king of terrors, death;

" And while we eye their fleeting breath,

Th’ immortal fpirit’s fled,

ki The anthor of this Poem chufes to be wmbnown. The poem re-echoes the tribut
mubic

b the fermon‘attempts to pay : It breathes a potic fpirit : It is dictated by Sriend-
'p and religion: Well is it werthy of attention, ,
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i X.
And in that flight what glories rife,
Before their new admuring eyes,
And joys before uoknown !
Well might they triumph in their deatb,
And lofe their laft expiring breath, :
Without a pang or ‘groan !
e XL
Say ye, whofe comfort ’tis to know
“The joys that from afflictions flow,
‘When fanétify’d by grace: .
N “" A cordial balm where fhall we find
To cafe the tumult of the mind, '
And fill the foul with peace ?
¢ i XI1I. ’

Death reigns triumphant in the grave:
Where ;s thearm with power to fave
And ref¢ue from the tomb P -
Jefus, who burfts the bands of night,
Invefts the dead with heav’nly light;
* And clls his children home. *
D, 818 5
They fleep with thofe who fweetly reft,
. Whege cares thatrend the troubled breaft,
And fin and forrows ceafe; o
“In the cold manfions of the dead,
They calmly ref} their wearted head,
_ And wait their fure releafe, -
) ' .0 XI\I'..
Great were their trials here below,
W here tears and joys promifcuous giow,
And plea(urcsyicld, their pain; B
Mercy the bitter cup prepares,
To wean vur fouls from earthly cares,
‘And make our lofs their gain,

€ .

Thisis the thought that givesa joy -
(Let joyful praife our 1on%ucs employ !)
The world knows nothing of, -* :
A thought that footnes a thoufand pains ;
‘The monening heart her peace regains,
Aad burns with facre love.
Long had they liv'd in fweet accord,
" In faithful fervice of the Lord,
Tieir advocate and king 3 -
" “Virtue thro' all their adtions fhope,

S ESAD)

s Ay T

While, daily waiting at the throne,

~See! Lfracl mourn her Thepherd dead,
» Wrhile they behold the fceme : -

Our aching hearts no more rejdice

" Relicf? sheir fight reccive the blind?

" While fongs of joy
Q‘{)flﬂ S
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* Ther factifice they bring.
. XVIL

Kind to the podr, and fatherlefs,

A confiant help in fore diflrefs, ,
To enemy and friend; - .

“THe names that form the focial life,
The hufband, mafler, parent, wife,

L heirnemories commend.

e XV
And finners hang their guilty head,

Zion no more her charms difplays,
Nor Sinai dirts her lightning's blaze,
‘W hile thunders roll between, . -

K XIX,

" Lo hear the faithful thepherd’s voice,
And learn infiruttions there.
~ Where fhall the bleeding confcience find

‘I'he deaf rejoice to hear?
’ XX. - -

.0'! fhall X ever live to.fe;,

Another voice fo fweet:to me,

~And hear with equal gain!

1
\
|
Then thpuM we flourifh as the Bay, |
‘While we this wildernefs furvey i |
Of forrow, toil and paio, |
O! thou, whofe tender mercies load
Our growing .years with every good, !
‘W ithout our anxioys care; 1
Send thy kind fpirit ta relieve T
Our wounded minds from picrcing grief; |
_Aud gloomy fad defpair. ‘
s s XXILL ‘
That we may own thy Sovereign grace,
Which crowns with life our warthlefs race,
And love, divinely free: 1‘
" So fhall we fweetly end our days,
{ul found we’ll raif¢:
__THROUGH ALL ETERNITY | .
FI1NTIS, 1
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