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: ‘TO THR :
- 'MEMBER:S o the PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
RESIDING I'N .

' AL-E-X ANDR-IA.
My dear- Friends.and Brethren,

IT is.the duty of Paftors to be interefted 'in the welfare of the Flock committed to
their care. It would be unnatural to be otlrerwife, and highly. culpable. "1 feel the
heart of a Paftor. It is mv daily prayer that, as individuals, you may make:advance-
‘ment in the {piritual life.; that,.as-a fociety, you may be exemplary for faith and love,
purity and-zcal. “For your fake- I ftudy in private and labour in public; I-declare
the whole:counfel:of God, not knowingly withholding "any 'part, but profecuting,
according-to ‘the abilities which*Ged-has given e, the facred miniftry. et .me-take
this famsiliar manner of addreffing you ; “be_affured I am ‘only influenced by erixiety
for thexprofperity of -the Church.,” and-for the fafety and ‘comfort of ‘your immortal
Souls. v N . _ . L
. I-tdve many things'to fay in your praile«—Your plice'of Worfhip-is‘commodivirs
and extenfive ; much-hae it been improved.-fince ny connexion with yoii; and, from
the fteps. you have “taken, it might, 'had -not-fome “untoward -cirumftances. occurred,
been in a muchthigher ftate 6f improvemerit. T am indebted'to your private friend.
thip ; your:pitblic fupport has been 'eﬂfll{h adequiate fo iny own’ comfort, and to- the
comfort-ef sy family. "The<harity you “have for-other-denominations,is very confpi-
cuous, and-is the more.praile-worthy,,’ tlrt a great proportion of Chriftiansfeem to
be deflitute of this bright featurein the Chriftian"Character. , _ :

Youtwannot be ignorant of my own fentiments *with réfpeét to the dilferent deno-
minations into-which the Ghriftian Churciv is divided. ' There is a Calbdlic or Univerfal
Church. It confilts of every believer through the wofld. ' -It’s ‘thembers are fcattered
among all-denominations. Each affords'to this their refpetive quotags. The concern
of every prudent perfon is that he be « real béliever, one whois fpiritual in his heart
and life, and thereby conftitited a'member of the Church Univerfal. It 'may not be
of great <importance *to “what denomination you belong ; ‘(this 'has been deteriyined
commonly by education, or oiher circumftances piirely accidental ;)—biit it is of high
importance in'what manner you conduét yovrfelves as profeifing chriftians. In Vir-
ginia Epifcopacy was long cltablifhed; -othér ‘déhorhinations were difcountenanced
and opprélled. Baving ‘the forth of Godlinéls, inen wete ftrangers to the power
thereof. From eftablithmenits formality toe often‘ériginates. _'Oppofition is theceffary
as a ftimdius. ‘It roufes 'the tethargic’; it éxcites "their sitwtolt exertions. The Pref.
byterians firlt broke through the bounds of Epifcapacys oppreed, they folt néw ani.
mation ; they preached with power and{uteels; #ultitudes Bttended their minitry =
multitudes embodied in ‘a church ¢apacity,  Mt. Dawiss diltinguilhed himfelfin 3;;;
glorious career.  The Baptifts followed the example. They caine forth ‘with the
fame fpirit. ‘They enjdyed the faime fuccefs. The Methodifts next <ame in'view. Their
zeal was gredt; their perfeveranceiindefatigable ; their fuccefs <minent. At ome time
ail'muft be Prélbyterians; at@nother time, the Baptifts ‘only‘are’the people of God ; the
Methodifts, at a third. Men do not judge prudendy #n this matter. " Each denomi.
nation may have their full proportion from among thofe who never belonged to any
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rrcligious Tociety. It'is:fidicdtous to detach-yourlelves from the demomination'towhich
»you belong,itram educationor ¢hoice, and fay, -4 thefé Prefliyterian, thefe Baprifts,
sthefe Methodifts, feem tohave the power. of God qmong them ; ['will therefore con-
et myfelf with them,:that'I may become religious.”” Prudence would di@ate different
-language: “.Thefe men are'more ‘engaged in religion than I am, or than- the fociety
:to which I belong. «God blefes their diligence ; he gives them his- fpitit; they are
‘generally refpeCted. By meditation and prayer I will prepare for the Divine Bleffi
.and importune.it earneltly. 1 will-roufe my friends and my neighbeours. ‘It fhall be
bur ynited endeavour that the flame .fpread through the ‘whele fociety; “we witl
ftrengthen. our Paftor’s hands, and encourage his heart. The ground is'wet around:;
-our fleece fhall not be dry. We fhall'revive;; we fhall Hourith ; -we fhall thaintain a
- name, of which-we need-not be athamed among:the.churches.” A refolution of this
-kind would be more for the generaledification of the chriftian churéh, “than pafling
from one denomination ‘to another:; ‘and .exciting fuch a refolution, feems to be thé
~defign of Providence, -in permitting thofe almoft innumerable divifions which prevail
amongf . s, It is human nature to turn any fuccefs we have to our 6wn aggrandife-
‘ment. Much. of the old Adam remains :even in the fpiritual man. ‘‘he 'Dif
~ciples dreamed of power ‘and wealth. The fame leaven has always been found
:in the church, and has fermented, to the great detriment of true ‘religion. he
:€Church of Rome has arrogated an exclufive. title to the chriftian’ name’; “without - it’s
~pale it has acknowledged no falvation. By magnificence, by pomp, by fplendour in
their places 6f worthip, in their religious rites, in the'ornaments of their priefts, we find
-a diftinguifhing charafteriftic.  Atthe reformation, the reformers had as little clrarity
for the Papilts as'the Papifts had for them. They admitted into the'new mode of werfhip
-as little of the old 4s poffible ; nay fome-could not bearthe moft diftant veftige of what
had long beenin ufe. Thefame fpirit remains, although dircumftances “be “changed.
It cannot tyrannize as formerly. "It ufes howeverit’s utmoft power. ‘Unhappy dif-
“putes about patropage, ‘an oppreffive inftitution:in Scotland, occafioned -many learne
.and pious men to fecede fram the eftablifhment of that country. ‘The feceflion was
«carried on mithmuch heat. Men’s paflions are unruly. In fupporting a rifing party,’
the Church-of ‘Scotland :'was condemned.in the lump. The people were exhorted, to
-come out from it, and befeparated. Among the Seceders alone primitive purity -and’
:zeal muft'be expedted. ~ Americans, 1am afraid, are ‘notaltogether divefted of :the
fame fpirit. 'What means that peculiarity we obferve in ‘the drefs and manners of
-mrumbers? ‘It tells the world fuch .and fuch perfons belong to focietics' which they are:
-willing fhould pafs as'the pureft and beft on carth. Power only is wanting that fuch
might enforce their opinion. 1am againft all-thefe badges of diftinction. 1t breathes
too much of the Jewith difpenfation; ‘it is the flag of party; :it rancours’the “wound
-which chriftianity receives in the houfe.of her friends. Let chriftians be modeft and
fimple in their appearance and :manners;; ‘let them appear fuitable to “their ftations in
Jdife ; butlet them ot affett fingularity. It difcovers an -unfriendly fpirit, and ouglit-
:to be mortified. Any thing which keeps:chriltians at a diftance from one another,
‘however innocentin 1tfelf, in i’s confequence iis highly«culpable. Trom the regard
T bave'to’ the chriftian church, I would always give my voice againft fuch fingularities.
Let the diftin&ion be.a loving behaviour; a.holy life,; not external addrefs or out- -
ward appeatance. N ' I ‘ o
"The cir¢umftance I have now mentioned is indifferent initlelf; and can attract the at-
itention of a chriftian minifter; no farther than'as it encourages a feparating fpirit, and -
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edme'to pmc}amaloud %' Stand by, I am‘holier thin thou:” “This'is the lealt olfens
five attempt i any deneminationto keep: itfelf diftinét from all others. ‘What fhall
“sve fay ef the denomination which excommunicates the member “who is not whelly
-devoted-to it’s pamcular imerefls; -butihas a heart, a hand vo give to members of ano-
*ther denomination, even'when thc chaice is prudent, the.party” favoured being indufe
Htrious; orderly andreligious; jultifying their proceeding by the werds of the Apoftle,
¢ Be not unequally 'yoked together with unbeli¢vers; for-what fellowthip bath righte- -
% gufnefs with wirightesu/ne/s 2 and what-communion hathlight-with durénefs 2 and
-¢¢ wlhat ‘eoncerd hath Clm/l withi-Belial ? or what part. hath he who believeth ‘withan
¢ dnfidel 2 -

.. ‘A-delire to'promotea party has been’ the difgrace of chnfhans fince the earlieft agce
*it has run fo high at times as to difguft the more confidérate and devout, inducing
~them to quit ‘attachmeat to all denominations, and to content themfelves with the wor-
“thip of the'heart.  “Lhis was Milton’s cafe.. A very credible perfon ‘in Town has af.
fured me:that-one-of hen ‘near’relations, of exemplary and: pious behaviour, hurt: by
the acrimony andvenom found-among ditterent denominations, took the fame ftep. .

| blievé it-will be acknowledged that it is about; trifles ‘men are fo, exadt; upon

tnﬂes they wafté +their :zeal. 'I have heard of a perfon, whofe circundlances in life
“were eafy and reputable,when ‘firft impreffed ‘with" religion, - perfuaded that:fhe could
- pot be acceptabic to° God: unlefs ‘the drefled herfelf in ofnabiurg. Nothing could pres
“vent her from what The ¥hought her duty.. ‘In ofnaburg fhe ‘appeired for forne time.
Her mind "was not relieved; ‘the fuppofed fhe ‘had difcovered the' reafon. ' Let her
~change the ofnabury fer:crocus,ithe coarfeft ‘wear in.ufe, and fhe expected relief. - The
change ‘is ‘made; but fhe remains uneafy. Thefe whims had. their ‘influence for
fome time, until, through the <ffiftance of "her Paftor, -attended -with meditation and
prayer, fhe affumed <her ufual -habis, and beftowed-that -attention ‘which -had been
thrown away upomr odtward appearance, upon ‘the difpofition -ef, her tuind, and the
tenor of -her condué. :She gradually became ‘more- eaf)!, ﬂw«otmmcd peaoe,, and
lives an ornament to-our’holy religion, . - ' -

If thefe things be welt weighed, they muft leﬁ’en our. admmtwn fd'r extemal appmn-
ances of any kind ; snd,.inftead 8t feeking religion in this denommahon, or that, let
us know it may be found in any, provided proper fteps be taken'; for thefe are dittinct
members of the:fame body, -different . par&s ot the fame bmldmg, fcparate focxeue&
united to'the fame-chusch. . TR

It is our duty, ‘'our henour, our mtcrcft to ha’ve the denommanon, vmh w'luch wa
are conneéted, on as repucable aifooting as: poflible, that it may afford at leaft it’s -full
quota.. Let not our mndlclhck be removed from-it’s. place ; det . not our lamp be exv
tmgmfhed

-1 addrefs’ myferf to Prefbytenans, and enitreat 7ou £ you regard the Welfare, nay,
the exiftence of 6ur chureh, :to hﬁen to the following advlces, 'Wdlgh»thﬁh well, a&.
unifotmly apon them. - :

I call your attention, firft, to yom owh heatts. .See tbatmdwndually you be xmpreﬂ'\
ed with-the importance ‘of religion. 1a {pitc of the: -contempt ‘of the'immoral, the fneer:
of the icornful, it'is of eternal mament. The fuperftition and énthufiafin’ of it’s mini-
fters, when cxpofed ‘have landed meén‘in'the-oppofite extreme'df irréligion and infide--
lity. This feems at prefentto be the cafe with the generality ‘f the French. Impute
this to the folly or:wickednefs of men. The. religion of ‘the Bible is pure and holy; it.
Jhmes through the greateft darknefs.; it makes you fafe and happy ‘now'; it introduces:
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you at death into a paradife-of full and everdafting joy. Take'it not uponnry wordhe
Be -at pains to know your wilenefs and damger as gailty creatares. Learn this from
the miferies on earth 3 from the tormentsiia hell; from thelefs of paradife to Adam;
of Heaven to Angels; from thethunderings of Sinai ; .from the-aftonifhing fcene difs
played on Calvary; let. the viewlead you'to jefus, whois the.friend: of finmers,who faves
to the uttermoft ; whoe can guide you now, and blels you afterwards. Let the:exam-

- ple the Saviour has fet, the precepts which he has given, employ your.thoughts and re>

gulate your condu&@. Let thefe things be oftemn.in your minds; letthem:-eecafion
trequent and earneft prayer--you will be fatisfied -with your.fuccefs---remain mdiffer-
ent you are undone---up and be doing---God will work in you both te awill and 0 do
of his good pleafure. A Phyfician imprefles your nrind with afenfedf-the tunvetera-
cy of the difeate,:that-youanay take proper fteps for your ‘recovery,:-:your ‘houfe in
flames, a friend roufes yoa from your dangerous flambers 3 ‘under the guilt'and power
of fin"the gofpel gives you the atarm--.it calls after you through all*your wanderings-~
¢ Thisds the way”’—-k proclaims aloud, *“ Fly-ye prifoners of hope to your ftrong:
ho!ds,” let it mo longer be your reproach that you are neither hot-norcold. .Boaft not -
{o confidentty,** I am rich.and imcroafed in goads and have need of .nothing ;” for
unlefs -you be fpiritudl, and heaverdy, God knows you are < swretched and milerable,
and poor and blind, and ‘naked.” - Were #t a:trifle I thould be filent; it is ‘no: trilfle 5
cternal happinefsor. eternal mifery depends in fome meafure on your prefent conduct,
with the prodigal come to yourfelves:; confider ‘with the Prodigal, ¢“in .my father’s
houfeis bread endto fpare;” arifeand go:to your father. o
Imprefled with thefe ¢hings yourfélves endeavour to eommnunicate'the fame impref-
fion to?'our families. ¥amily religion'is much negletted. It muft be revived, .other~
wife religion-will not flourifh. Pray avith your families,.morning and evening---in-
ftru& them, according to their capacities. The evening of the Lord’s day-ought ta
be devoted. te this duty’; it ds:abfolutely-effential. * Public worthip is binding by dis
vine authority, privateinftruétionis equullyibinding. _— S
Let neither be negle@ted. I cannot fee the advantage ofiprafing -one Public fervice
upon amother. ‘Timé is dueto refle®ion and to your ' familtes; mo time fo fuitableias
the evening -of the Lord’s day. A Parentretired on that evening, with his family,.
talking-familiatly with:them ;inftrudting them,praying for them, isin his proper place.
No appearance more pleafing ; none more uletal 3 mone waore dignified. lLet not
this duty be negle@ted. The neglect has hada baneful ‘influence in America; young
people grow upignerant of réligion,they are aprey.toeveryinnovation : Blown about
arethey with every wind-of doQvine. Let'me charge it uponyou, O ! parents infirut:
your-tamilies innthe fear:of God. il-have:mentioned one feafon for that purpofe. Let
it not be occupied by unyether ferviee, mot-even fervices of.a public nature; 'you
know the anecdetcf the'young-crimindl-on thefatal tree; he begged tobe one mo-
ment.in private-with-lis.mother.—Heis gratified—Whiipering: fomething o her in
appearance, to-the-aftonithment of the multitude he bit off her eat, bitserly exclaim-.
ing; ““had you reltrained me when young1 had not ceme to:this-end !’ [ havesknown
achild, called upon to fay his prayers, fhew litsle dilpofitiensto pray,-apologizing, « I
am too-old:"’““Too o/d,"” fays his friend, <“you can never be:too old to-pray—*-yes” fs
the reply - *‘lam too old, my father never prays.” -A heart, pofleffed of any -feeling,
would ‘be tortured at fuch occurences; and what will be your fituation, parents,at:the
day:of judgment, when your families.thall come forward and condemn you, imputing
their errors and crimes to your negle&, or whartis (Hll'wwerle,to yourexample. One
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addrefles you who knows the heart of a parent; he has feen his child on the brink of
the grave---It is his endeavonr to do his duty ; yet the awful fight has agoniz:d his:
heart left that duty had not been done.with the care and fidelity which it deferved..
Individuals and. families fully. iraprefled with religion will find.a pleafure. in comply-
ing with- .. S : , .
gM'y third advice;:come togethrer to-the-houfleof prayer ;. it is lamentable to- fee how
public worihip is defpifed ;; many confider it asa tafk. - ‘Lheir behaviour at leaft. fpeaks
fuch a fentiment, unlefs your fervices are free and cheerful, they cannot. be. acceptable
to God.. 'What views.can a geeat: proportion have in their adls of. public worfhip ?—
They have no: manner of fteadinefs. They.attend at one.aflembly. one: Lord’s day—
at another the next—they abfent:themfelves from all aflemblies the day. following. |
have known. the branches of the fame family fcattered-—the. father here, the mother
there, the child at a third place: This is. not for;edification--it expofes the. want of
family government.. Attending together; and regulasly, on public worfhip,. has the
beft efte. =it tends. to goed order---it .is: 2 new -bond of union...nothing fo good nor
pleafing. ~ A minifter cannot de his: duty, where he has.no dependence onhis. audis
ence. Such condutt.looks as. if eusiofity,. not cdification, were in view.. You do
not prepare for public. werfhip-~you. dos not think what you are doing---you do not
tecolle&k the-promifes given forthe encouragement. of. worthippers---you.do not urge
thefe promifes ata.thsone of grace.. No wonder you are:not edified.. If you-be not
importunate witht God forhis prefenee---if you enjoy. not. his. blefling.--Gabriel could
be of no.benrefit © you ;: but.if fuch be your circumftances, the weakeft means, thofe
who in comparifon.are nothing, will be the inftruments -of: your refrethment-and. edi-
fication. ¢ Iknow not howit is,”” faid an old Chriftian to me, after preaching with
unufural animatiom, I know:not How it isy but I'could find no time to pray for myfelf
this momning, I have been fo engaged in praying for you’”—Were you merc engaged
in prayer; L make no doubt: but-the miniftry woudd be more effeCtual and uleful.
Succels depends as-much-on: the People as on the. Minifters. Be you only engaged
in prayiag for them, -and: there is Ro-doubt- but they will be engaged in preaching
to-you: - It-is heartlefs work preaching to a prayerlefs people---It.is rowing againft the
fiream-- -little progrefs can. be made.. Wese yownot only regular in attending worfhip,
but did you.prepare for itby:meditation.and prayer, doubt not, but as.-a churchyou
would enjoy.times of refrefbing from the prefence of the Lord.  A. Paftor. who had la-
boured long to little.purpofe, wasatlalt fuccefsful.. Hehad never ventured into pub-
lic fervice without having his fubje fully digefted.. He had. fpoken hitherto in.vain--.-
---now efficacy attends his word---¢¢ Oh! Sir,™" was an addrefs made him by-one of his
peoplé, ¢ had you always preachied’ thustous,.ia what an advanced ftate of religion
‘“ might we now. have been !> The fa& was, the fame words, the fame fentences, in all
refpelts the -fame difcourfe had more than once been delivered in their hearing, but
they were now difpofed to hearand to make improvement, which had not formerly
been the cafe. S N I
My laft advice is, be united.. Itis diftrefling to obferve your want of unior. You
difcover little: friendfhip for one another. Itis.almoft impoflible to get you together to
confult on matters of public utility. If. proper fchemes be formed, it is. nearly
equally impoffible to put them ia execution. Why is our church fo often deferted ?
* From want ofunion. Whence the difficulty of introducing difcipline and good or-
der ? From want of union. What renders us contemptible 1n the eyes of other de-
nominations ? There is no union among us. A bunch of twigs feparated may eafily



[s)

‘be broken ; H tiad tovethr*r, thev cannot, without difficulty, be injuréd. .In your prefent
ftate you are liable to be. diffoived---were you once umted no focieiy could be more- l
flourithing. Suppofe fixty perfons engaged like.one man in any undeitaking ; fuppofe.
alfo that they arein the lower ranks of life ; ; ftill the effefts oftheir union are- aﬂonim-. ‘
ing. They approve of this mode of worﬂup ;- each of them. has fome influerice.ovet:
others, fuppofe three ; this interefts 180 “in. their views..-Fhefe 18chive alfo -thiree
over whom their mﬂuence is confiderable; this brings 540 into the fameé views-~ the ine
fluence extends far.«--On. this pnnmple I account for the crouds which attend.otherde-
nominations---Each is engagcd in the matter and employ their:whole- influence for the

“advantage of the fociety to whichthey adhere. Follow the example---be equally unjg. '
ed --be equally in earneft. It would fill, it wowld croud, your place of worthip."
accomphﬂl this end, you ought to be oftent ether, to confult. the: welfare of the con,
g egation. . Men can’be more: familiar with thofe whofe edutation and manner pf life |
are ﬁmxlar aimLet ‘Mechanics, let i Metchants, let Men of Letters have reguiar i
‘times of feeing one another, when the quéftion may be btoughtfortward, what can'be
done to promote the'interéft of our relious fociety ? . Communicate the. *refnlt of. yodq'
fnquiries to one another--‘plans will foon be adopted of general utility.. , ‘

I particularly re¢commend meetings of a religious kind ; meet. to conﬁll't ho-w pu.g |
vate, ‘how -family, how pablic devotion- may be beft promoted and toxccomhmnd. '
yourfelves, your families,: the church, to the' mercy and blefling of God - :

I need not ‘be more -particular. - It muft be evident what abuYes reqmm nmm:-. :
diate -corre&ion ; "what orders ought immiedidtely to.be taken ; and what condu&
ought to be fteadxl) fol!owed Ik comprehenda all whenl recommend, “ let lnoﬂndyv !
love continue.’ ‘

I cannot finifh this \Vlthout fuggeﬂmg in alteration iin.the place of wmﬂnp, .whmhr
would conduce to the ‘general welfare: of the:fociety... ¥ou. have orilered-acpnlpit;
which is equally neat and convenient--the feats ave neither calculated for-the purpofe of
‘hearing, nor of béing taken up. -lwould propofe - that t:hey alt: be made fingle pews.

“Thus L%ne houfe would accommodate you better, and accommodate a greater number;.

"This cannot be done without your own confent individually.. On fuppofition of theunis |

‘on I recommend; obtaming this confent will be ao difficult thing ; nay;’ om&he famt '
‘fuppoﬁtxon, ﬁl]mg the church, when thus cnlaré‘ed will be equally eafy. - )

" 'I have dnbofomed mylelt frcely to you, my friends ard brethien, onafqbp&‘of&-
interefting a nature-.-I pray God may mclmeyour heans to cnnﬁxlbtha‘gpod uoflmn’,
“and blefs you in all attempts for this- purpofe o w e

Yout Sermt in the Golbel of Chnlt -
L3 M E $ M‘ U‘I k
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