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To Tz MEMBERS OF THE PRESBYTE-’
RIAN CHURCH, RESIDING AT ALEX-
ANDRIA.

]lly dear Friends and Brethren,

D ISCOURSES, immediately for your u_/?
aalurally claim your protection. Any publication in
the form of Sermons may be laid afide by many with=
out examination. FFith the name fomething forbidding
15 connelted. My fentimenis on this interefling Jubjelt
imgbt bave been conveyed under anather form. This
is the moft familiar. It alfo admiis great wvariety.
Sober minds do not rejedd a dr{/} whieh is decents
and fit for ihe feafon, becaufe it isnot altogelber fafbi-
onable.

The propriety of difeuffing a fubjec? which has al-
ready been fully repeatedly, and in the mofi maflerly
manner difcuffed may be doubted.  The feafon feemed
to require it. If infidelity triumph, the triumph mupt
be flspped. 1 offer nothing entirely new : neither do

1offer a compilatien. I have examined. the fub-
Jeit carefully.  You have my own refleltions on it
nor have I refufed the reflections of others.” Afe
Sflance from .any quarter was cheerfully reéeived.

« The Age. of Reafon” difcovers great igne<
rance of thé fubjec? which it pretends to :Ilq/irale
and an ulter contémpt for revekation, and for all its
edvocates. It would b;\ very eafy to take the hol'.
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pagey page, ond to eflablifp fully all thefe charges.
A difpatatisus fpirit had led to fuch a trafl. For
d:fputation I have ne tafle; my only wilh is 1o pre-
mote the fruth,  To ofpofe feorn 1o fcorn, appears to
me very improper on o feriensa fubjeét. 1 lay dowun
certain principles, and fhew how ”J(:f( may be appiicd.
Either this vain baok is full of groundiefs affirtions
and blafphemous boafiing, or the principles whiek 1
have attempted to eftablifh are entirely falfe. I can,
Jfor thy own part, as fron duubt my cun exiflence as
‘thefe princeples. 1 am n:t fingular in this; many to
whom I addrefs myfelf have the Jame canviction, and
Jew can bring themf-lves to believe that, that con-
vittion isillifive.  If the faith of the orie be confirmed,

and the doubts of the other remsved, Ifball not think .

my labour has been Iofi. )

Inelegancies might have been avoided by omitting
obfervations fuggefled by the flate of ‘my immediare
eharge, and the occurrences of the moment ; but as
tny ‘aim is ufefulnefs rather than elegance, 1 have
entured the following difcourfes abroad in their na.
tjve drefs, witheut any attempt to modernize them.

- L offer them to my pafloral charge as an evidence
of my concern for their welfare.
 Should fume copies of thefe difeourfes find thair
way among thefe, in the ifland of Burmuda, for whom I
once laboured, let my old friends know the terider do-
JSire which 1 fiill entertain Jor their welfare, and
the _[ah‘!ﬁlﬁim which I fhould feel in being fill able
Ao promole that in any way. '
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I thivik myfelf entitled 16 the prayers of my’ people,
that this work, thrd’ the divine bleffing, may be ac-
¢epted by the public, and ufeful to the chrifiian caufe,

Chriftianity proceeding fromt God mufi fland.  No'
. weapen formed for its defiruétion fhall profper.

Boldly theiefore { leave my own charge, and the
“chriftian church in general, on the guardian carg
and the:enriching bleffing of our Divine Redcemer.

Xour Jervant,;
In the gofpel of Fefus Chrift
' FAMES MUIR:

Mlexandria,. November 24¢h, 1794



DISCOURSE L

THE SUBJECT ;NTRODUCEDé ‘ -

PROVERBS i. 20, 21, 22, 23¢

Wifdem crieth without 5 fhe uttereth her woice "
the firects.  She crieth in the chief place of con-

eourfe, in the openings of the gates: in the city fhe '

uttereth her words, faying, How long, ye [imple
ones, will ye love fimplicily ? and the fcorners de-
light in their fcorning ? and foels hate knowledge ¥
Turn ye at my reproéf; bebold, I will pour eut
my Spirit unto you 1 will make known ny words
unto you. «

SOLOMON expoftulates in thefe words
“with irreligious perfons on their condu@. Their
condu@ is fpoken of as fimple, feornful and foolifh :
Tt is oppofed to the dicates of wifdom deliver-
ed in the moft articulate, the moft public, the
moft commanding manner. It has nothing
to recommend it, no reafon therefore can juftify
perfitting therein: renouncing it, has immediate

and great advantages. 1 fhall, thro’ divine af~
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- fitance, attempt the illuftration of each of th_cf'c“
,‘ pamculars.
Expoftulating with the irreligious on their con-
du&, Solomon: fpeaks of it—1ft. As/i mple, Jeorn-
- ful and faoltﬂ)

The condu of irreligious perfons is declared
to be fimple. ¢ Ye fimple ones.” Sadly they
impofe upon themdelves. Others fear God, and
are dire@ed and reftrained by his law: They'
caft off this fear, and will fubmit neitherto its
diretion nor reftraint. . Let vulgar minds a&’
under fuch influence..  They are more difcerning.
“Their own reafon is a fufficient guide. The
world has hitherto been mifled, difcovering the
srror; they are for the futuge to think and a& for
-themlelves. No doubt thefe are the people, and
wifdom fhall die with them. They deny what
.others firmly Jelieve; deride what others vene-
qate ; throw off the yoke which others know
has been impofed by the Creator. In this there
is a boldnefs of a fingular kind. Itis the bold-
nefs of the child who handies unwarily the keen-
.edged-inftrument, who.feizes, undaunted the en-
venomed viper, or who walks heedlefs on the
dangerous precipice. "That religion has been miltp-
ken, and abufed, is not to be denied. Impute
not this to religion, but to human weaknefs
and degencracy : -ufe it as an inducement to be
moredcligent ininvelligating the fubjed ; but let
it not drop negle@ed and contemned. Therels
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in the heart, fuch enmity to God, that men avaif
themf(clves of whatever appears able to juftify
them in calting off his fear and fervice. Such
condudt is fpoken-of in my text as vefy cortemp-
tible. Men a& not in fo fimple a manner in the’

affairs of thiz world 5 they weigh worldly matters

well. and decide prudently ; butin religiona fu-
-perficial attention oniy is given, and conclufions
of a moft erroneous kind are drawn.  Scornful 1s
the condu& of the irreligious, as well as the fnple.
There is a gradual progrefs in a finful courfe,
MC“ pTOCCCd not at once to extremes. Fl’()n\
walking in the counfel of the ungodly, fron fland.
ing in the way of (inners, they venture to fit in the
chair of the fcornful. Religion is turned inte ri-
dicule. Itis attacked by fcefls and jeers; at hours
-the moft unguarded it is called for, as Sampfon
was, to encicale men’s mirth ; making a mock
at fin, as nothing new. Sinuers have ofjen treat-
ed God’s threatnings and judgments with con-

_tempt. Look back O fcorners, to him who intro- -

‘duced this praltice, and boalt of it, if you think
well ; the Devil heads the wretched band, he firfk
turned God’s word into ridicule. Daskning very
plain words, by argumentscfa more fubtle kind, he
effc&ually deceived our firlt parents, and betrayed
them into a condu&@ the moft fatal to themfelves,
and to their decendants. T o this fource the fop-
hiftry in fucceeding ages, which has proved fo

prejudicial to religion, may be traced. The moft

- degenerate natures are the moft given to ufe this
vile artifice, in order to difcredit, and, if peffible,
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to undermine religion. The narratlons, the doc-~
trines, the chara&ers. found in fcripture, are
viewed with a _)aundlccd eye; and falthood being
fubftituted for truif, ignorance for knowledgc.
2 fuperﬁcml glance for an accurate examination,

what is mofl facred, moft vencnerable, and moft
ufeful is expofed in a fool’s coat, to the derifion
6f the inconfiderate ; I cannot conceive what
fatisfaltion can be derived from fuch a pra&lcc :
yet, alas ! it is too common, and its baneful in~
fluence feverely felt.

Foolifh is the cenduc of irreligious perfons,
as well 4s fimple and fcornful. The fool hates’
knowledge. The ear of the wifeis open to inftruc-
fion. Its voice, from any quarter is attended unto.’
Confirmed, indeed, muff he be in wickednels,
who will notliften to the diQates of wifdom. To’
this men'procecd by the {teps already pomted out,
Itis the fummit of dégeneracy. There is hope as
long as men are teachable. Hating knowledge;
the fymptoms are of the very worlt kind. Rich
were the Laodiceans in theirown conceit, ina re-
llglous view, and increafed with goods, and hav-
ing need of nothing: whilft Infinite Wifdom knew
themto be  wrétched, and miferable, and poor,
and blind, and naked.” Rich is the infidel, it we
take his word for it, and increafed with goods,’
and havmg need of nothing. He is fettled in hig
opinion, and believes the foundation on which he
refts firm as the everlalting hills ; but God knows
that heis wretched, and miferable, and poor, and
blind, and naked. Heis fporting on a precipice.
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He is the prifoner of Juﬁnce The fentence is ifi-
curred; it fhall pafs, it fhall be executed to his fu-"
prife, and ruin. Sucha under a judicial blindnefs:
Nothing cau be more infatuated. Perfuade the
madman, fettered down in his cell, of his fituation

- —itcannot be done: he believes himfelf a prince,

invefted with the infignia of royalty ; having at hig

command all the plcafures of acourt: fuch the
infidel. He is funk into a fatal fecurity, from
which he cannot be roufed: - :

_As the condu& of irteligious - perfons is re=
prefented by Solomon, in his expoftulations with
them, as fimple, feornful, and foolifh; it is alfd
reprefented,

I1. As oppofed to the diftates of wifdom, de-
livered in the moft articulate; the moft public,
the moft commanding manner :  #ifdom ctieth
without; fhe uttereth her woice in the /t'f'rm, /be
srieth in the chief place of concourfe ; in the epenings

of the gates: in the city fhe uttereth her words.

-Wifdom here is expreflive of thee prudent
counfels which men repeatedly have from con-
fcience, from provxdence. ‘and from feripture.
Their language is diltin@ and faithful, It is

‘heard -amidft the noife of bufinefs, and the croud

of company ; -it founds in our ears, in the ftreets,

or at the gate, at home, or abroad. The cry of

wifdom cannot be fupprefled. Folly fecks the

fiade and lurks in darknefs; it whifpers in the
B
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ear its impiety, and commaunicates, fecret] y, its
poifon to the heart. Wifdom is open and impor-
tunate; no noife can drown its voice, no bufine's,
private or public, reftrain its reproof. Let the fin=
ner fly, it follows him: let him flep to the right
hand, or to the left, the voice behind him cannot

" befilenced. Itproclaims dittin&ly, This is theway,

walk ye in it. Tt teaches and reproves; it gives
corre&tion and inftruion in righteoufnefs. A-
larming was it to Adam, when he had difobeyed
God. Itdifturbed him in his unfafe retreat, and
brought him to judgment. Judas could not bear
jtsterrors: It made Felix tremble on the bench :

_ ¥t filled Bellfhazzarand his nobles with confter-

nation, when rioting at an impious ‘feftival ; and
rendered even Herod penfive and uneafy, in the
excrcife of arbitrary and unjuft authority. When
a fecret intimation awakes a dread that the unbe-
Tiever may be wrong, or the unholy be fubjected
to punithment ; when overwhelmed with diftrefs,
they are unhappy, having no anchor by which
they may weather out the {torm, no hope to buoy
them up. When the word of truth pierces their
hearts, and leaves this impreffion, that being out
of the way, they are greatly expofed. In either,

" in all of thefe cafes, we have a fpecimen. of the

exertions of wifdom to draw mankind from er-
ror, and thercby to prevent their ruin.

The condu& of irreligious perfons being fim-
ple, fcorntul, and foolith ;—Dbeing oppofed to the
diQtates of wifdom, delivered in the moft articu~
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late, public and commanding manner, having
nothing to recommend it. There is,

TI1. No reafon which can jultify the perfifting
therein. « How long, ye fimple ones, will ye
1ove fimplicity ? and the fcorners delight in their
fcorning? and fools hate knowledge * By interro-
gations we may affert in the frongelt maoner,
They leave the matter on the confcience. The an=
{wer is implied, and being fuppofed to come from
the guilty perfon, is the more conclufive. The
language of my text is thus forcible. It reprefents
the unaccountable folly and @upidity of finners,
of which a moment’s refle&ion muft convince
them. Is it not abundantly verified that fuch men
deceive themfelves i—And will you continue the

“cheat? Have you not aced long enough againft

reafon and confcience?—Why play the fool any
fonger? What pleafure is there in fcoffing at reli-
gion? What wifdom in turning from a prudent
monitor! What praifc in contipuing in igng=-
rance ¢ ’ ‘

Deceitful as the heartis, and defpérately wick..
ed, few, T believe, arc able altogether, to throw
off religion. Even thofe who have it in derifion,
have it o, becaufe it makes them unealy, repro-
bating their wicked practices ; feck reliet in mak-
ing as light of it'as poffible, as the afflicted fome-
times feek reliet in intoxication. Thought may
hereby be abforbed for the moment, but it recurs
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~with more feverity. Such the relief which infi-
dels experience in their unwarrantable praQices,
They impofe filence upon confcience, but it will
dpeak, and thunder terrors into their ears. Religi-
on is adapted to make us happy, and is congenial
to the foul ; rejecting it, men determine that it
fhall be the fubje& of their thoughts, and the rule
of their lives at fome future period. The young
will think ot it when they are old; the bufy,
when it may be convenient ; the robuft, when re-
~ duced by ficknefs : no determination can bé more
unwife, To aé& upon it is to a&k in a manner
highly infatuated. Let us reafon the fame way in
other cafes. I am fick, but refufe medicine, or
advice; I fhall perfift in the courfe which ag-
gravates the difeafe, and roots it in. my conftituti-
on: here the difeafe becomes defperate, and I
muft die ; I fhall haften to the phyfician and ex-
hauft the drugs in the apotheeary’s thop. I have
. ftepped afide from the way ; I will not yet turn
back, but go on, and ftill go on, entering one
winding after another, until there be no hope of
recovering the path which I had left. My houfe
is in flames— I will not fir—the flames rife more
forcibly, and fpread around, I am ftill immovable,
The poffibility of efcape is at laft excluded; now
-1 will arife—I will fly—I will efcape—but I
" cannot; the flames are on all fides. I am undone ;
could any condu be more infatuated? Yes, it
is more infatuated to put off the thoughts of reli-
gion. * How long, ye fimple ones, will ye love

T T e o Rt



fimplicity? and the fcotnersdelight in their [corn-
ing? and fools hate knowledge?”’

You are tolay it to heart at fome future period.
This was the determination of Felix. It was not
then convenient for him to repent,and to reform;
and the convenient feafon never arrived. Speak
of a tuture moment to become religious; you
fpeak againft your own fouls. The fcripture fays
s« Today,if you will hear his voice ; behold now is
# the accepted time, behold now isthe day of fal-
#vation. Remember now thy Creatorin the days
s of thy youth; feek the Lord while he may be
s found.” Do you know, certainly, that you fhall
" bealive to-morrow? Has not death feized many
as young, as healthy, as promiffing as any hearing
me? Hasnot the grave opened to receive them?
Are you more fecure than they were? Why boaft
of life? Itisa vapour. Ifany thing be done, it
muft be done row, or the opportunity of doing it
may never occur. Delay, not. -« How long, ye
fimple ones, will ye love fimplicity? and the
fcorners delight in their fcorning? and fools hate
knowledge " Let your hearts this moment rife to
God; retire to your clofets, anxioufly enquiring,
«¢ Lord what wouldft thou have me todo? What -
¢ fhall Ido to be favedi” . '

The uncertainty of life is not the only danger
attending delay. In a penitent, believing, and
holy condug, isall your hope. It this be neceffa-
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ry to-day, it will alfo to-morrow, or at any fu-
ture period ; God will not alter his demand, but
‘complying, will, by delay, become more difficult.
X Thereisa progrefsin fin. Habits are tound to be

3

inveterate. Can the Ethiepean change his fkin,
or the leopard his fpots? Then may they do good
who have been accuftomed to do evil. -As God
will always infift on repentence, faith, and new
obedience in order to falvation; and as the conti-
nuance in an evil courfe occafions a growing inca~

* pacity for thefe exerciles, and even diftalte, no-
thing can exceed the madnefs of venturing our -
eternal welfare on fuch a hazard. « How long,
ye fimple ones, will ye love (implicity? and the
fcorners delight in their {cornings? and fools hate
knowledge?” '

Let not men deceive themfelves ; God will not
be mocked. If they forget him, if they difobey
him, he may command, ** Cut down thefe cum-
# berers of the grovad. They fet at nought all my
* counfel, they would none of my reproof. I alfo
¢ will laugh at their calamity, and mock when
s« their fear cometh. Let them fall into defolation,
#¢]et them be corfumed with terrors, let their
* names be written in the duft, and their image
¢ bedefpifed.” Couldany command mybrethren, be
more terrible? Yes, it would be ftill more terrible,
were the command, « Let thefe continue on
“carth, let them enjoy a faithful miniftry, let
“ them bave line upon line, and precept upon
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«¢ precept, let them have every degree of worl(ﬂ}'
« profperity, let them proceed in profaning my
“ name, abufing my ordinances, deriding my
s word; let them. be proof againft the voice of
< confcience, and providence, let them refilt my
«¢ {pirit, and harden themlelves in wickednefs.
« That at a future day, ripe for deftru&ion, they
¢ may fall, drawing down ten-fold vengeance on’
« their devoted heads.” What an intoierable fi-
tuation! Yet, perhaps, it is not fingular; thofe
whe abufe great advantages, are punifhied ; being
left to themfelves, to' believe a lie, and to grow
worfe and worfe, that, in their fall, providence
may warn others, and roufe them to confiderate’
and religious lives. »

Renouncing an irreligiots life, has

1V. Immediate, and great advantages. “Turn’

ye at my reproof ; behold, I will pour out my
fpirit unto you, I will make known, my words
unto'you.” No do&rine more convincingly efta-
bliflied, both from fcripture arid experi¢nce, than'
the utter inability, of man to will, or to do of
God’s good pleafure ; at the fame time it muft be
_evident that none who ufe their natural powers:
to the utmoft in returning to God, have ever yet
been, or, for the future, ever fhall be, difzppoint~
ed. On this principle proceeds the exhortations:
addreffed in fcripture to thofe who ate wicked;

- and the judgments denounced when they held:
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out againft thefe exhortations. Of all chara8ters,
Simon Majus appears te be the moft abandon-
ed. Yet even he was commanded, * repest, and
¢ pray God, if, perhaps, the thought of thy heart
‘ may be forgiven thee.” Steps for this purpofe
. are required of every finner, which, when taken,
are attended with an influence every way efficaci-
ous. If atany time the heart of finners relent ; if
now fome relentnefs be experienced, cherith the
opportunity, it is highly favourable : or thould a
fad hardnefs and unrelenting difpofition be dif-
criptive of your prefent ftate, refle on the un«
reafonablenefs of this, of its prefent and fu-
ture danger. Break off open vice, forfake that
company, lay afide thofe books, which confirm
you in infidelity; look up for mercy, perfift,
. knowing that life and death are fufpended on the
iffue. You are affured of fuccefs on the word of
him who cannot lie. Light thall break in upon
your mind ; you fhall feel new vigor ; what be-
fore was doubtful, fhall be, plain. Difficulties in
your way, like impaffable mountains, fhall be re-
moved; you fhall run in the ways of Ged’s com-

mandments. Men at laft fhall undoubtedly be -

condemned, if deftitute of faith, of repentance, and
of new obedience. There is aslittle doubt of our
obtaining faith, repentance,.and new obedience,
if we take fuch fteps to obtain thefeas God re--
quires us to take. - If you perith, O-finner, your
‘blood fhalibeon your own head; for you may
now return to God, and he will pour out his fpirit
YRon you, and make known. his words unto you.” -

.-

I3
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DISCOURSE 1IN

%‘HE NATURE OF INSPIRATION STATED,

2 TimoTHY, iii. 16.
4l fcr;'pture is given by infpiration of Ged.

OF the old Teftament the Apoftle
here {peaks, for the new, when Timothy was
a child, did not yet exift. That volume was in
high veneration among the Jews. They in-
culcated upon their children the fame venera-
tion. From the firfl dawn of reafon they made
them acquainted with the fcripture. Had the
example been univerfally followed, many roots
of bitternefs, which fprang up to the ruin of
the church, had long before now been extir-
pated. The example is praife-worthy. Better
for our children that tlicy be ignorant of eve-
1y thing befide; than ignorant of the feripture.
« Al fcripture is given by infpiration of
God »

: Difc‘omﬁng from thefe words, the peffibility
-of fuch infpiration, the necgffity, and the na-

C
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fure, thal, through divine affiftancé be illuf-
trated. I am

_ E Toilluftrate the pofibility of fuch infpira-
tion. o :

The mind is a fpiritval fubftance, perfe&ly
diftin& from what is grofs and material., Its
capacity is great. Itisaflame of fire ; nothing
fo a&tive nor penttrating. Kindled in Heaven,
it cannot be extinguithed. In this confifts our
fupcriority over the beaft' of the field, and the
fowls of Heaven; on this was impreffed, the
image of God, in which we were originally
ereated. o

- At prefent the foul is united to matter.’
The body was organized for its fervice.
This is not a ftate in which its native powers’
canbe fully unfolded. Its exertions howe-
ver, even now, are aftonithing. I confine
mylelf to the impreflion which we make up-
“onone another. - Some foul$ are congenial.
‘Whenever they meet they a& upon one ano-
ther ;. they unite, and friendfhips, of an indif-
{folvable nature, are formed. The puré and
gentle, more naturally unite with thofe who
are pure and gentle ; the depraved and rough,
with thofe who are depraved and rough.  How
fouls infinuate themfelves into each other,
and unite, isinexplicable. The fa& we know,
and it may be of ufein the prefent difcuffion..
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‘The foul is not the only fpiritual nature
in the univerfe. God is a fpirit, celeftials
are fpirits, and infernals. Are human f{pirits
alone capable of aling upon each other ; or
may this attion and re-aftion be mutual to
fpirits in general ? It may certainly be mutu-
al. Suggeftions often arife,—we know not
how. They proceed from a fecret quarter.
‘To thefe many afcribe great part of their
knowledge ; by thefe they have been induced
to undertake the moft brilliant a&ions. Im-
preffions alfo are often acknowledged, which
forewarn waen of danger, or prefage happinefs;
{o far our experience carries us. = The Jews
were of opinion that we had intimate com-
munion with the world of fpirits, and might
receive from thence eithgr good or bad impref-
fions. The opinion was certainly juft. This
world cannot be detached. Itis conne&ted with
the other. If the connetionatall fubfit, it
muft with thefather of our fpirits. This cannot
reafonably be denied. He who formed the
mind, muft know well all its qualities, and be,
able to affet it in any manner and to any deq
gree.

The poffibility of God’s communicating the
knowledge of his will 1o men, being allowed,
it is of importance to enquire.

II. Whether this be ne:gﬂ'diy. Realize
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that moment when Adam firlt came into ex-
iftence. Suppofe him placed in Eden. 1 fee
him caft his eye above, and below, on the
right hand and the left; on himfelf and on
ail around. He would immediately conclude
the exiftence of a firlt caufe, infinitely wife,
powerful, and good. But he would not have
found out for what purpofe he was made, nor
what fervice he mult do. He could not have
. known whether he could continue in exift-
ence, or again fall into the ftate ‘from whence
he had juft awaked. He muft have loft him-
felf, even in the labyrinth of delights, and
languifhed in vain conje@ure: was his hap-
pinefs- incomplete without the intercourfe
with a_fellow-creature ? How much more fo
without intercourfe with his maker? The
" book of nature, indeed, inftru@ted” him with
“refpet to the exiftence of God, and fome
ftriking perfe@tions. ‘There it refted. He
found himfelf a creature among myriads of
Creatures. His diftance from God, and igno-
rance of his origin, his duty, or deftinati-
on, muft have involved an uncertainty incon-
 fiftent with happinefs. The Mofaic account,
therefore, of man’s formation, is what we
would have expe@ted. The Creator revealed
himfelf to his new made ‘creature ; introduced
him to Eden ; gave him it in gift; inftruQed”
him in his duty, and left his blefing with’
him. All this is fo natural, and even neceffary,
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that I cannot conceive how it could have
been otherwife. If the knowledge of God’s

‘will was neceffary for men from the firft, it .

was more fo afterwards : Ifin the right way,
he could not go on with certainty, and fatisfac-
tion, without divine communications, muchlefs
could he have recovered it, after he had ftep-
ped afide, degraded and fallen ; the book of
nature could give him no advxce not the leaft
hint whether he might be forglven, or in what
‘manner. In thunder it proclaimed the ter-
rors of that power which he had provoked.
It left him in awful fufpence. In what a fi-
tuation then, are we left, if we lay afide our
Plbles.

The poflibility of God’s communicating his
will to mankind being eftablifhed, and its ne-
ceflity, we may fafely conclude that he has
done {o, and in the fcripture, which my text
fays has been given by infpiration of God.

The nature of this infpiration is

II1. The difcuffion to which I propofed to
: call your attention.

‘Each of you havea ciear idea of what infpi-

ration means. - Qur mental powers are capa-
ble of gradualimprovement : but were they to
arrive at fuch improvement inflantancoufly, this
» ' .

X
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mufl} bein confequence of fomething fuperna-
tural. Were I immediately furnifhed with 3
full acquaintance with the languages ufed by
the Indian tribes, fo as to fpeak them fluently,
this muft be by infpiration, although I might "
arrive at the fame attainment in a natural way,
through time and attention ; or could I dif-
- <ern, and circumftantially relate what is doing
at this moment, in France, or Britain, it mult
be by infpiration, although without infpi~
ration, the perfon on the fpot may difcern thele
things with equal clearnefs, and relate them
as circumftantially, S

- Supernatural influence may be diftinguithed
both in kind and degree. ‘

Were a perfon difcourfing or writing, more
fecured through a fupernatural influence up-
on his mind, from any errorin what he faid or
wrote, than he could otherwife be; I fhould
pronounce him infpired, fhould there even be
no marks of genius in his prodution; or’ .
fhould another, without this advantage, dif-.
courfe, or write with equal precifion :"or ‘were
there a bdok, compiled under fuch {fuperna-
tural influence, that what is related, and taught
could not poffibly have any mixture of error;’
no doubt this is an infpired book, thould the
writers relate many things which they faw and
heard, as well as what was miraculoufly com-

unicated. Confiftent with this idea of in-
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fplratxon, as a great variety of phrafeology, I

fhall even allow that more elegant expreﬂ' ons
might. have been ufed. This is no obje&ion.
Were the fcripture indeed declared to be a ftan-
dard of oratory, every defet of this kind might
be urged with reafon. But it is a ftandard of
truth, it all be true. Then the phrafeology is
not fo important. A fupcrintending influence,
oyer the‘minds of all the writers, feuurmg them
abfolutely from any degree of error in relatmg
even what fell within their own knowledge, is
included in that mfpuatlon with which the
fcﬂptures were given. Had this been confi-
dered, it might have prevented a great torrent.
of abufe, as if revelation had nothing to do
with fa&ts which the writer might relate; as
* any of us can, what we fee and hear.

Befide, this fuperintending influence, which
focured the writers of fcripture from any de-
gree of error in what they wrote, a higher in-
fluence was fometimes enjoyed, raifing the
mind to a degrce ‘of noble ardour, and fublimi-~
ty at which it would not have arrived in a na-
tural way. This appears in the fong of Mo-
fes inmany pfalms, and in different paffages
in the epiftles of Paul. I fee no evidence,
however, of its being the defign of Providence
tomark out thofe who fpeak” in God’s name,
by fuch elevation of fentimént and ftile
fince fuch frequently deliver their meflage in
_the plaineft and fimpleft manner.



( 26 J

The moft extraordinary degree of infpirats

- o, is where the natural faculties of the pro-

phet were fufpended, and he became merely an

_organ, through whom God communicated hig

will t6 men, di&ating both the matter and ‘
the language by immediate fuggeftion. This
happened in foretelling future events, of which
they otherwife could have no idea; but even
here, a fuperintending influence was neceffary;
that the prophecy might be delivered to others
exadlly as it was received from God.

~ What therefore is afferted in my text, énd
What I muft infift upon, is this, that all the

. writers of fcripture, uniformly in thefe wri<

tings, were under fuch a fi upernatural inflaences
that they delivered the whole truth of Gady
without any degree of mixture or error.

It appears, evidently, that Chrift and hjs
apoftles believed the Old Teftament .to have

*." been written in this manner.

~ It is mentiohed asa high honour conferred
upon the Jews that, « unto them were com-
mitted the oraclks of God.” God had di@tat-
ed and given authenticity to thele fcriptures of
which the Jews were the guardians. W%
have (fays Peter, fpeaking of the ferip-
tures) @ more fure word of prophecy : whereunté
Ye dowell that ye take heedy as unte a light that
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Soineth ina dark place, until the day dasm, and
the day-flar arife in your hearts.  Knowing “this
frfs that no prophecy of the feripture is of hny
Pprivate interpretation.  For the prophecy came not
en old time by the will of man : but hely men of God
JSpake as they swere moved by the Holy Ghoft.

Thefe words intimate that the prophets did
not work themfelves up into fuch agitations

as led them to utter the predi®ions and ora- -

cles which are recorded, but were borne on by.

* the Holy Ghoft declaring, as his organ, what
he difpofed them to declare, or what he fug-
gefted for the benefit of mankind. Ina con
verfation with the Jews, our Saviour infifted, /&
itnot written in your law, I faid, ¥z are Gods »
If be called them &ods, unto whom the word of
God came: and the feripture cannot be broken
Jay ye of bim, whom the father bath Janttioned,
and fent into “the world, Thou blafphemeft ; be.
caufe I faid, I am the Son of God'?

Here, not the truth only of the Old Teftamene
is afferted; but what is more, it is afferted thae
thefe writings cannot be charged with any im.
proprietyof expreflion. Theirdire@ionin every
inftance is fafe, and their decifion infallible,
The declaration of my text is pofitive and upj-

verfal. ~All feripture is given by infpiration
of God, B '

-
a

s

\
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"+ The viriters of the New Tellament believad.

themfelves under a divine influence, and deli-
véred their meflage as the ambafladors of
God. Writing to the Theflalonians, the apof-
tle is exprefs, « He that defpifeth, defpifeth
«¢ not man, but God, who hath alfo given unto
« us his holy fpirit.”” Speaking of the ordi-
nance of the fipper, he fays, I received of
¢t the Lord that which alfo I delivered unto
« you:”—Hisaffertions to the Ephefians in-
clude his fellow apoftles, and brethren, as ‘well
as himfelf.” e have heard of the difpenfation of
the grace of God, which is given me fo you-ward; -
How that by revelation’ he made Enown unto me
the miflery ; as Jwrote afore in few words. Where-
by, when ye read, ye may underfland my knowledge
nthe myfiery of Chrift. Which in other ages was

" ot made known unto the fons of men, as it is now

revealed unto his holy apoftles and prophets.

_ Peter allows the comimandment of the apof-
tles equal weight with the words  fpoken be-
fore by the holy prophets, and particularly
gives'the epiftles of Paul the fame auther-
ticity with: other fcriptures.  This was per-
feQtly agreeable to their Saviour’s affurance,
that the fpirit fhould-abide with them to guide
them into all truth and to bring his inftruions:
to their remembrance. )

"o this do@rine, which I have been infifting;
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upon, feveral paflages have heen objeéted, pas-
ticularly when the apoftle fays, Unto the mar-
ried I command, yet not 1, but the Lord, Let not
the wife depart from her hufband. ~ But to the ref?
: /}mk 1, not the Lord: If uny brother hath a wife
that believeth not, and fhe be pleafed to dwell with
bim, let himnot put her away. Now, concerning
wirgins, 1 have no commandment of the Lord: yet
1 give my judgement, as one that hath ojtained
miercy of the Lord to be faithful: 1 fuppsfe, there=
fire, that this is goad for the prefent difirefs: I
Jfay, that it is good for a man fotobe.  The wife
is bound by the law as long as ber bufband liveth :
but if her bufband be dead, fbe is at liberty to be
married to whom fhe will ; only in the Lord.
But fbe is bappier if fbe fo abide, afier my judg=
ment ; and 1 think alfo that I have the Spirit of God.

- Infpired writers, fay obje&crs, would not.

have {poken thus. The objection here as ge-
nerally arifeth from inattention tothe paflage,
The laws of chriftianity, with refpect to perfong
in a fingle or married life, are here ftated.
Some cafes had been taken noticeof by our Savi-

our, during his perfonal miniftry, and decided

upon: he had faid nothing ef other cafes,
Thefe were referved for his fervant fpeaking in
hisname. The apoftie points’ out the cafes
which had been decided upon by our Saviour
inperfon; and the cales alfo which not yet
dccided upon, received now the decifion of the

X
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#pofile. The apoftle was writing to thofe who
qn'cﬁioned his apofilefhip. His expreflions, in
this view, appear very fuitable: I 1hink, I have
the fpiritof Ged—I1 give my judgment as one who
hath obtuined merey. Which expreflions, in this
connedtion, affert in very intelligible and proper
l.anguage, his being, in thele d_cifions, divinely
Infpired. Other objeétions of a fimilar kind
appear, on examination, 1o be equally futile.

The moft extraordinary obje&ion againfy
revelation, which [ recolleét to have feen urg-
ed, is ;admit that a thing is revealed to e,
the moment I communicate 1t to others, it
cannot with them have the weight of revelati-
on, but becomes hear-fay, which they may
treat as they pleafe. - This ftrikes at the root
of all human teftimony, nay, it declares it im-
poflible for God to make known kis will thro’
any medium—it muft be -immediately or not
at all. - T he obje&ion goes farther than thofe
by whom it is made, intend ; it ftrikes at eve-
ry mediun of communication, even.the hea-
vens and the earth as inftruCtors, thefe are

opaque bodies, introduced between, the crea-

ture ard the Creator, and muft not be admitted.

Itis anurd, to fay;'that God may commu-

nicate the knowledge of himfelt to mankind |

through the imperte@ medium of the inani-
mate creation, and yet the more perfeét me-
dium of the rational creation be rejected. I

[
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kanow not that I ever met a weaker, or more
irrational affertion.  Indeed I would not take
it merely on the word of any man that God
had fpoken to him, I muft have fome evi.
dence thereof ; this I wculd require in any tefti-
mony ia which I am nearly concerned, but
fatisfied of this evidence, I could nomore dif-
believe the teftimony in the one cafe than in
the other.

In the darknels with which we are inveted
in this world, isit not defirable to have a
light for our dire@ion, on which we can de-
pend ? Is it not reafonable to follow that light
even when it lays open a view which, in ma. .
ny refpeds, aftonithes our finite capacities !
Becaufe fomethings are more difficult, fhall §
" refofe to avail myfelf of what is ufetul and -
eafy? No reafon can juflify fuch conduét.
The fcripture is our only guide. Improve it
as fuch. Letit be the light to your feet, and
the lamp to your way. Meditate on it day
and night ; let it dwell in you; let it be your
delight, and your counfellor; you fhall find it
perfe&, converting the foul ; fure, making wife .
the limple; right, rejoicing the heart; pure,
enlightening the eyes. It will warn you againft
_ wranfgreffion ; it will reward your obedience.

- Having God’s commandments in your heart
you will, no doubt, find it your duty, and you
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will think it your pleafure to teach them diis-
gently unto thy children, and fhalt 1alk of them
when thou fitteft in thine houfe, and when thou
walkeft by the way, and when thou lieft down, and
when then rifeft up. : .

When men neither read their bibles, nor
follow their dire@ion; when children are
brought up like heathens, having no know-
ledge of thefcriptures, nor reverence for them, it
is no wonder if thefe be defpifed and every trifler,
however ignorant of the {cripture, and palpably
wrong in the mofl lgnown fa&s, who choofes,
notwithftanding, to laugh at them, be litened
to as an oracle, and be circulated through
many nations, I fee nothing reafonable in
this. 1f we be in an error, make it appear.
Subftantiate aflertions with proper evidence.
But fcorn is no argument. It may amufe the
inconfiderate. - It can never have any weight
with thofe who think for themfelves. Such
attempts againft chriftianity " are to me an evi-
" - dence of its truth. . Men never ufe fuch wea-
pons when better ones are in their power.'l

Thus circumftanced, it is forthe credit, as -
well as the comfort of chriflians, not only to be-
lieve, but élfq to be able to give a reafon for
their faith; to know that they do not follow
a cunningly divifed fable, and alfo to convince
“others of this. '
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For this purpafe I have entered on the pre-
fent feries of difcourfes. The times appeared
to demand it. Your comfort demands it, and
your eftablithment. It has been demanded
By duty. In fealon we are to preach: ro
make full proof of the miniftry : to be zealous
for the truth : particularly fince thofe perilous
times have commenced, when, men will not
endure found doétrine, but, renouncing the
truth, are turned unto fables.

Having at prefent ftated the poffibility, the
neceﬂity and nature of infpiration, I {Hall,
God willing, look into the fcnpmres them-
felves, and ‘ee what evidence they give of be-

" ing infpired writings. I am aware of the ar-
duous nature of that work which I have un-
dertaken. I feel alfo the delicacy of my fitua-
tion, from the various lights in which this un-
dertaking may appear to thofe for whofe benefit

* Tlabour: All this I have weighed, and all
is counterbalanced from a defire to do my duty,
in the execution of which, let me have your
ecuntenance and your prayers. The fuccefs
of the miniftry depends as much on the hearer
ason the fpeaker, for your own fake, for the
gofpel’s fake—<¢ Brethren pray for us,”
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DISCOURSg L.
T

[N

INSPIRATION ARGUED FROM THE 21P=
SN
TURBS THEMSELVES.

’

PsaiLMs cxix. 18.

Open thou mine eyes that I may bebold won-
drous things out of thy law.

-
. ’I HIS pfalm was written by David.

Tt has fomething curious in the texture. It

contains as many parts as there are letters in

the Hebrew alphabet. Each part confifts of
eight verfes, and begins with the latter, where-
with it is particularly diftinguithed. The

defign of the whole, is to difcover the great

advantages which may be derived from ftudy-

ing the feriptures, efpeciaily when divine illu-

mination attends that ftudy.

I have already illuftrated the apoftle’s affer-
tion that « all fcripture is given by infpiration
of God ;” infifting upon the poffibility, the necef-
Jfity and nature.of {uchinfpiration. The fame
inflaence under which the fcripture was writ-
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;_m; isin its meafure, neceffary that we ma¥
read with judgment apd advantage. Under
this influence wondrons difcoveries may be
expeted from God’s law. Let us, depend=
ing thereon, attend to thefe difcoveries.

~ Whiatis it a reafonable perfon would expe&
from revelation?  No doubt fome account of
the world and of that power by which it has
been produced; the origin of mankind, their
charaler, their duties, their profpes, all this
* is tound in the feripture. I thall enquire firft
yvhat,tixc old teftament fays of thefe things,
and then, what the new.’

" The Old Teflament opens with an account
of creation.  Nothing can be conceived more
,éﬂoniﬂning, A pumpous defcription s, no
doubt expeted, which tnfclds the powers of
nature, and leaves nothing doubtful in the
{yftem of aftronomy,  Such the compofition,
had it been human ; but its cafe and fimplici-
ty argues it divine. Room is left tor philofo-
phic refearches.  The laws of nature, which
common minds cannot penetrate, may .be:
fcught after: with fuch refeaiches religion has
‘noimmediate concern. It is accommodated
{oall. The inftru&ion is not above the dull-
eft capacity, nor unworthy of the moft brilli-
ant. ‘Thingsare fpoken of as they appear ta
tvery one; nor is any {t:hing faid contradiGtory
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tb the mofl altonithing difcoveries. The i
ple truth intelligible to all, and of chief im-
portance, is clearly ftated at the very opening ot
fcripture. ¢ In the beginning God created the
« heavéns and the earth:” and afterwards,
“God created man in his own image.” This.
is the foundation of all religion. The fubje&
unfolds as our acquaintance with the fcripture
increafes, leaving the mind impreflfed with
the neceffity of loving the Lord our God withf
all our heart, and all our foul, and all our
minds, as a firlt and indifpenfable duty. The
féundation alfo for the other branch of duties,
is thus early laid, when we fee all nations
tpringing from the famic root, and from this.
circumftance having reafon to love their neigh-
bours as they love themifelves. The fiifk:
chipter of Genefis therefore, not only difcovers
the origin of this world, but alfo lays the foun-
dation for all the duties of a religious or moral
%ind, which we owe sittier to Gud orto each*
other. Here we have the ground work of the
whole fcripture. A light -breaks upon us-
“which becotnes more evident, obligations are
felt which every page enforces.. The lam-
geage is as"admirable as the fubjet. Tothis
the beft and moft unexceptionable judges bear
‘witnefs. Longinus, whofe good tafte has been -
the admiration of ages, who alfo was a Hea-
then, from mere convi@ion gives thre higheft-
elinmdter oi the wmmgs of Mofes. « The:
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#¢ Jewith legiflator,” fays he, in his tregtife op

the fublime, * no ordinary perfon, having

s« conceived a juflt idca of the power of God,

«¢ has nobly exprefled it in the beginning of

his law. “and God faid,”—what ?—* Let )
1< there be light, and there was light, let the X~
{" eanh be, and the earth was

I have been the more particular in this
ﬁatemcnt, to thew the propriety of revelation’s
opening as it does. That Mofes did write
this accoum, and it was communicated to him,
will be examined afxcrwgrds, in the mean
time it muft ikrike every one, that a better ine
arodu&ion to the knowledge of God, and of ~
our duty cannot be- concelvcd It has been
urged that the Molaic account of the creation )V
contradiés the truth, and difcourages_ all phi~
lofophical inveftigations; I muft contend that
no fuch” contradi&ion is fourd therein, and
that it difcourages no. fuch inveftigations,
Perfans indeed of influence in the church may
Yave taken' unwarrantable fteps, which have
had fuch.a tendency, carefully diftinguifh the
altions of men from the principles which ought
to regulate thefe altions. Revert to the fcrip-
wres themfelves. ©° They contain no fuch
contradi&ions ; they bring forth none of the
(hfcourauements mentioned. An objection of
this kmd from the man too who has made it hig
bufinefs to fix our attention to principles, is
#he more invidious; it fhews fomething worfg
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than ignorance.  He takes things for granted
which cannet be proved ; and then builds an
airy fabrick, fpacious‘indeed, but unfubftanti-
al. Isfuch an invedigation worthy of no-
lice? Is it rational 7 or evenjult? Nothing
can be more unfair, nor contradi &ory 1o his
own principles in other inflances.

L ]
As the fcripture gives us an‘account of the

origin of the world, it alfo expofes the cha-
fa&er of mankind; which is not mw what it
was once.  Man was made innocent ; but fell
from his innocency. The Mofaic account of
this has employed the wit of deiftical writers
time immemorial, upon this they have ex-
haufted their obhquy, irony flathes from everjg
page of their writings. The beft way o

dealing with fuch oppofers, is fimply to Rtate.
the truth. Let light enter, da:kne(s of 1tfelf
wnll go away.

If Adami was indebted to- God for exiftence,
for Paradife, for enjoyments of an intelle@ual,
as well as animal nature, had not fuch a bene-
faGor every right to command, and difpofe
of him? 1f his authority was abfolute, could
not his wifdom decide on that command which
‘was the proper teft of obedience? An indif-
ferent a@lion is fixed upon ; this tree I retain,
the reft are yours ; neither lovk upon what l

mhhuld, nor touch xt, nor eat of its frun -




(39 )

Wasnot thisa reafonable command? If ali
belongcd to God, might he not give any part, o¢
retain any part? Andit he was pleafed to in-
terpole his command, thall a difputing thought
arife? A murmuring word be heard? Obedi-
ence was acknowledging God’s right 1n all,
and " honouring his -authority. Difobedience
was to difpute his right, to throw off his au-
thority: Itincluded every crime, highly ag-
gravated, Adam therefore was guarded againit
it, by fevere penalties. Creatures, even the
higheft and moft pure have been made change-
~ able. Itwas in their power to ftand or to
fall. Some ftood, fome fell ; Adam was put
on an equal footing with others. There was
no neceflity upon him to be difobedient ; nay,
every thing encouraged his obedience. Suill
his will was free.

Think for a moment of his temptations.
Eve was firlt deceived ; but how? In inno-
cency. Angels were, probably, very familiar
with our firft parents. Their converfation
was welcome; as it was inftru@ive. They
became vifible in different fhapes. The hu-
man, no doubt, was the moft common; but
not exclufive of others.  Scmetimes it was a

cherub, or beautiful flying ox; at other times =~

a feraph, or winged fhining ferpent. In this
laft thape the fallen fpiiit might kave intro-
duced himfelf to Eve, tcfcmn probably. te
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which, the apoﬂles fays, ¢ Satan “himfdf is
v transformed into an angel of light.” Eve,
behevmg herfe[f talking with an angel, might

eafily be perfuaded that fhe had mifunderftood
she divine command, or that it had been al-
mred, under fuch deceit fheeat, and had influ-
ence enaugh with her hufband to involve him
in the fame trau(greﬁ' on. I need not cxpan-
wte on the attrocity of the crime. This muft

, firike every reafonable perfon. Itincurred fe-

- vere punifhment. ' All this appears natural.

o <-.\‘ .

Tt might have been- expeded that Geod would
exa& of men, lome telt of obedience.” A pof-
fibility of their fallmg was infeparable from the
condition of creatures. Thc whole tranfa&i-
on is folemn and fuitable. ' If obedience would
have tranfmitted benefits of the moft impor-
tant nature to ditant ages, why fhould not
difobedience extend the calamity as far as obe-
dience would the benefit. That fuch cala-
mlty is endured, is matter of fa&, felt by men
in all ages, and the account of it herein given,
isas fatisfa&ory as any which has ever been
given. It is eafy to Jaugh, and by blending
truth and fable in one ftory, as a late writer

7’

has done, to produce a ridiculous fcene.  Such

attempts in a matter of fo much moment is
highly cenfurable. Let fuch writers, reje&-
ing the Mofaic account, give us a better one,
which none of them pretend to do, whereby
they may refolve our cnqumes with refpe@ to
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flie general depravity of mankind, and the s

which every where prevail ; or keeping exa&ly
to the Mofaic account without any foreign
mixture. Let them fhew its ablusdity: neis
ther have they done this. I muft then inofift,
that fuch perfons trifle with mankind, and de-

. ferve rather their pity as madmen, than' theig
ear as prudent counfellors.

_ vAfterrﬁan’sdefe&ion from his duty'is un.
folded, the Old Teftament proceeds to difco-

ver the con{equence. It drew depravity and’

ruin, not on Adam and Eve only, but on all
their defcendants. But how can this be prov.
ed? By the moft unzoiwerable of all argu-

menis, plain, univerfal, and well-authenticated

fa&s. Individuals, families, and nations are
brought in view. Cain grew a monfler for
his impiety, and murderous defigns. His de-
fcendants trod 100 exally in his footfteps;
Lamach was particularly notorious; nay, im-
piety, cruelty, and blood(hed became fo com«
mon, that it was neceflary that the divine dif-
pleafure be difcovered bringing upon fuch &

race, a general deluge. It is not probable that
wickednefs fince the flood, has ever rifen fo

univerfally to fuch an height, yet the general
tendency to wickednefs is too evident. Noah,
although eminent for his piety was overtaken.

with. intoxication, Ham, one of his children,.

difcovered, by difgraceful condu&, the utter

depravity ofhis difpofition. The building of

.x
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P Bébel proceeded. from an ill view. It feem¥
to have been Noah's defign to divide the earth
among his fons, and to dnfmyfs each to his ref-"
pe&we allotment. They were not compliant.

},.. Babel probably was built to enable them, effec--

; tually to thuart Noah’s defign. It however
only haftened the difperfion. Removed from
_ the eye of Naah, they paid little artention to

\ religion, which foon loft its original fimplicity.

Abrahamand his family are brought in view,

that God in his dealings with them might

dwaken meri to a fenfe of their duty. Although
perfons of diftinguithed piety arofe, from thig
family, in all we obferve great blemifhes.  Ja-
cob by nomeans alted the fair part with Efau,
Simeon and Levi were guilty of wanton cru-
elty ; ever under oppreflion in Egypt, the treat-
ment of the Iiraelites to each other cannot be
jultified ; a @ronger pi€ture ot an irreligious,
inconfiderate, ftiff-necked difpofion cannot be
drawn than what we kave of the wanderers in
the wildcrnefs.  Sampfon, whofe ftrength of
body could reprefs the force of armies, fell a
vi€tim to his own paffions. David’s mind,
tender under affliction, cnfeebled through re-
pofe, was hardened to commit a complicated
and attrocious crime.  Solomeon’s wifdom to-
wards the conclufion of his reign was difgraced
with an egregious a&t of folly.  Abra-
ham’s faith ; by unbelief. The feripture re-
hates fathfully thefe faQs. The inferencei is

-
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let: for the reader. Human nature has beett

the fame from the beginning that it is now:
Itisdefperately wicked: No fpecies of folly,

of debauchery; of crimes of which it is not ca_

pable. The fcripture here isa faithful witnefs.
If a different account been given; it had been
falfe. This circumftance, which fpeaks moft
ditintly, the authenticity of fcripture, has
been ufed asa weapon for its overthrow. No

perverfion is fo infufferable.  Whatcanalate’

writer mean by faying, * When we ‘redd the
* obfcene ftories) the voluptuous debaucherisi

«* the eruel and torturous execotions, the unre- 3

™~

« leitinig  vindiQivenefs; with. which more
 than half the bible is filled, it would be more
s confiftent that we called it the word of a De-
toii, than the word of God.” This i a ftrange
paflage: Were I to relate the death of the
king of France, and infift on fome preceeding
feverities, am I, beeaufe I relate thefe things;
any ways accountable for that death or thefe
feverities? If I pdint any crime in its native
deforinity, ih order to detet all from the com-~

_iniffion thereof. I this the work of a Déa-~

mon? Do esit hot rather deferve * praife than
blame? The feriptute draws a diftorted cha-
raler. The chara&er indeed deferves the
higheft deteftation.. It transforms men inta
brutes, or devils—but the fcripture has no
blame. It a&s the office of a friend. It

would convince men of their wickednefs, that -
4 F. -
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- jtmight turn them from it, and lead them in:

theright way. Were this confidered, unbe-
Lievers would not allow themfelves to fnarle
and carp astliey do, at the fcripture reprefen-
tations.. ‘W hen thefe difcovercd the folly, ins
confiftency, and wickednefs- of human nature,
every thonght would be abforbed in this - one.
«¢ Ah, that is my picture, were it not for re--
« firaining grace ;—fhall I deteft the book that:
« perpetuates this picture and places it before
«me? Rather let me deteft the heart capable
¢ of fuchdepravity; I'muft,-as a finner, be as-
«sodious'to God as I am hateful to myfelf.
« O wretched man that I am, who fhall deli--
« ver me from this body of death!”

But does the Old Teftament prefentus with
the gloomy view cnly? No. K alfo’introduces
light. Profpe@s open to awaken to comfort,.. -
and dire& the fons of men. - :

The exclufion after the fall from the tree of
life, whatever derifion this: circumftance bas-
occafioned, -was-in pity to- mankind. The
fruitof that tree contained a juice which tend-
od to immortalize the body. - Alife of mifery,
and change protracted during endlefs ages had"
bien a dreadful «curfe. Although death be a:
ftate of degradation and puniftiment, il it is~

* defirable in-our prefent circumftances. . Adam

foon found that all was not loft. . A" vi&ory is:
‘raifed: over: the. ferpent, The mifchief .
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which his wiles had occafioned to mankind,

fhould be removed. Man might yet be hap-
py : the honour of the divine law fecured, and
his nature renovated. It fhquld (hll be poflible
for him to walk with God on earth, and dwel]
with himin heaven. Hémuﬁheindebted toano-
ther. Sacrificsi in ufe fromthe firt, and thc_]cw-

ith rital eﬂabhfhed afterwards at Sinai were
appomtcd otGod toimprefs this uponthemind,
Reafon could not have diQtated fuch a prac-
tice. [ts origin and univerfal adoption muﬁ
-have proceeded from revelation only.

QObfltacles in the way of man’s acceptance
with God, being removed, the renovation of
his nature was alfo provided for. The agent
hereis the Holy Spirit. -Often is he mentioned
in the Old” Teftament. The faints ‘afcribe
their holinefs-to his influence. Taking trom
finners the ftony heart, he caufes them' to

walk-in God’s ftatutes, to keep his judgments,

and to do them. Befides this mﬁuence, pro<
per motives are placed before them, in the
judgements which fallon the wicked, and the
mercies with which the nghleous were vifited.
T he book ot Ecclefiaftes’ diffuades’ men from
earthly and fenfual condu& ; the book of Pfaling

encourages a devout and heavenly fpirit.” The

Proverbs afford a variety-of maxims of a mo-
ral and religious kind for our conduét in life ;

ard all the prophets in their inftruion ad-
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drefs equally the hopes and fears of mane
kind.

~ There is no doubt but the belief of a future
flate was cherithed by the Qld Teftament.
T his do@rine was known to Adam. He of-
ten converfed with the inhabitants of the fpi-
ritual world: and was certain that he pofleffed
an immurtal principle. Enoch was removed
before the flood from earth toheaven, in a vi-
fible manner; Elijah after theflond. Abraham
had his eye fixed upon a heavenly country,
The martyrs in the days of Maccabeus, be-
lieved in a better refurretion. All the faints
poffeffed this faith, and received therefrom
great encoutagement

The OJd Teftament was wrmen at differ-
ent tlmcs, by perfons of various capacities,
and in p!aces exceedingly remote, yet they
harmonize in a wonderful degree. Every
where we find the fame doftrines, and pre-
cepts, All is unifon.

T heir credibility is {urther eftablifhed, when
facred, is viewed in.couneétion with 'profa,pe
hiftory. The tradition of the golden age, is

i derived from the flate of innocency. The

‘ne&ar and ambrofia, which the heathens fup-
pofed preferved their Gods in immortality,
from the tree of life : hence alfo the idea ofthe

"«at Panacea, or univerfal medicine fo mu«;l‘xl
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celebrated by the poets. What the poets fay
ot the giants, evidently alludes to the ftate ot
things before the deftruction of the old world.
Deucalions’s ﬂmy. as related by Owid, is the
tradition concerning the flood. I only menti-

on thefe things now, they will again occur

and be difcuffed in their proper place.

If we really with to be fatisfied whether

the {criptures be indeed the word of God, in .

peruﬁng them, be ferious and unbiafled; de-
pend alfo in doing fo, on that fpirit by which
they have been diftated, to give us a confiderate
difcerning mind. It fhall not be in vain.
Multitudes have found this volume an inefti-
mable treafure. It has made them acquainted
with God, and with thewfelves; with their
duty of a moral, and religious kind; with their
- bufinefs on earth ; and their way to heaven.
The dire@ion which this book has given;
the comfort which it has infpired, the re-
ftraints which it has laid, and the encourage-
ments which it has afforded, have obliged men
to confefs that it is more to be defired than
gold, yea'than .much fine gold; fweeter alfe
than honey, and the honey comb.

My oblervations on the New Teftament,
fhall be very fhort.  If even in the Old Tefta-
ment, We have fuch traces of a divine revelation,

_they are ma¥e evident in the new. In both

we fec the fame fyftem, The firfl elements
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of religion are given us in the one; in' the
other religion is brought to perfection,

The four Evangilifts and the A&s of the
Apoftles give us the hiftory of our S.viour, and
ot his apotties. What, in eur Saviour’s birth
was fupernatural, might have been expected.
“A virgin” fays the prophet, ¢ fhall bring .
* forth a fon.” * Was there in this any thing
above creative power, or was that power evey
exerted on a more noble occafion, than in pro-
ducing the holy thing denominated the Son of
God?  In the ordinary courfe of things, hu-
man nature would have had aa original taint.
It, in this inflance, muft be perfe&ly pure:
To effe& which; God {teps out of his ordina-
1y way. Aad fhall we obje@? If his way
be in the fea, and his path in the deep waters.
1t his counfels be unfearchable. This might
bave been expected. With the fimplicity of
<hildren, with the tra&ability of fcholars, let
©s liften, let us believe. " The matter of fa&
indeed fell under the cognizance of few wit- -
nefles ; but thefe were very credible. The cha-
racter both of Mary and Jofeph, was reputable.
Their flory was thoroughly weighed by Zacha-
zias and Elizabeth. It was credible from for-
mer prophecy. The future events in the life of
Jefus added to its credibility. Theman forea-
dy to fay with Thomag, unleis I fee, I will
not believe, cught with equal readincfs, to
vield to thofe conviGtions which oiercame, in
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Yofeph, the ftrongeft fufpicions, of which the
human mind is capable. .

- The difciples, who were Jews in ordinary
life, without the advantages of learning, and
- of general converfe with the world, were not
attached to the fyftems of other nations ; nayy

were probably unacquainted with: them, and fo .

far as thefe were known, had infuperable ob-
je&ions againft them; befides, they neither
pofleffed inclination, nor capacity to form any
fyftem which could command general attenti-
on. They were merely agents. Jefus in=
firu&ted them: and fent them forth in his name 3

of their divine commiffion, they produced

full evidence. It was not material whether
our Saviour was pleafed himfelf to write what
was for the inftruction: of the church in future
ages, or furnifhed his difciples to do fo, and
placed them- under fuch a- fuperlmendmg ine
fluence, “that they could commit no miftake.
Tt is far frombeing true, that employing thefe
as agents, was abfolutely neceffary.. ©ur Sa-
viour miight himfelf have written the chriftian
fyltem, and leftit as his laft legacy to the
‘church. We find him writing on'a memorable
occafion. It is not forus to di@ate. Infiinte
wifdom hasregulated-this matter fo as is moft
conducive to promote the defigns of the gofpel.
Meck and humble minds have perfe& fatisfac-
tion. It was, perhaps, fit that infidels have

o~
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fotething on.which to vent the rancot of theif
perverted befotted minds.

Thie doltrines of the New Teftament are
fpiritual and fublime. Their luftre blends the
prejudiced, who, not perceiving their nature,
fpeak of them with contempt. The incarna+
tion and death of the Son of God, as an
atonement for rthankind; give particular of-
fence. Itis obfervable that this has beenthe
uniform do&rine of fcripture, It was taught
our firft parents in Eden. It was believed by.
Abel. It wasilluftrated by all the inftitutions
of the Jewith church: It produced in the pa<

- triarches. and prophets; confidence and joy. It

breeds admiration in Angels. The redeemed.
above ceale not to celebrate his praife, who.
loyedthem and wathed them from their fins
inhis blood, Thefe confiderations may well
outweigh the infulting furmiles of a prefump-
tyous man. The difpenfation itfelf is afto-
nithing. We feethe plan only in an imper-
fect ftate. 1t may be founded in reafons which -
we cannot now penetrate.  We may difputeto .
our ruin ; but it is moft prudent as well as fafe
to believe.

The Deity is reprefented in the moft amia-
ble and worthy light. . He is propofed as out
pattern.  The precepts deduced from the
chriftian fyltem, are fo fuitable, that pradtifed,
they would change this wildernefs into paradife,

‘
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2arth into heaven, the tumuit of warand cona
tention into a defirable and lafting calm,
W‘mtfoevcr things are true, whatloever things
are hone®, whatfoever things are juft, whatfos
ever thmgs are pure, . whaﬂoever things pre
lovely, whatfoever things are of good report ¢
1f there be any viriue, it their be any praife,
they are propofed to our attentive confiderati-
on, and enforced by itriking examples.

If you p'epd the wmd pfejudlccd agamﬂ it,
a.nd determined to turn it into ruhculc, you
cannot expet that God will open your eyes
and difcover 1o you the wondrous things found
in his law, he will rather leave you to ﬁhevea
lie, and allow your hearts to be hardened by that
fire which foftens othiers, to your utter ruin,

You will eafily perceive; and I hope you
yvnll keep in mind, the method which I have
propofed to myfelf, in the defence, which, des
pending on divire affi (tance, I have under-
taken, of our holy religion, againft the levels of
infidels and the fneér of fools.

I have ftated the poffibility, the neceflity,
and nature ot infpiration, and have thewn that
the writers of fcriptufe; cldim our attention as
writing under fuch infpiration. I have now
adduced my fiuft proof. Looking into the
fcriptures, we find every thing there we would
expet from a revclatxonG It was neceffary te
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begin with this, for if, asthe enemies of revelati
on fay, fcripture contains any thing unworthy of
God, or 1uinous to man, no further proof is
neceffary. The bible ought to be reje&ted as
a fpurious produ&ien. Nothing, however,
of this kind, has appeared, but the very re-
verfe, every thing is worthy of God, and bene-

ficial to men.

. After fpeaking of the Old and the New
Teftaments, I fhall rext fhew the confirmati-
6n which revelation receives from prophecy
and miracle, fhall fpeak of the ufe of reafon in
religion, and then prove the antiquity of fcrip-
ture, taking notice ofits writers, of its publica-
tion, and the credibility which it receives from
the teftimony of other hiftory. The plan is
extenfive. I fhall endeavour to keep every
Jifcuffion diftin&®, and to be as full and fatis-
falory in each difcuffjon as my abilities, and
epportunities admit.: - ‘

-
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DISCOURSE IV,

\
.

INSPIRATION ARGUED FROM PROPHECY.

- PsaLms, cxlvii. 5.

His underflanding is infinite.

IT is a general opinion that this pfalmy
jn which the devout Jews celebrated the per-
fections of God, manifefted in a great delive-
rance, was written after the captivity. Hav-
ing fpoken of God’s goodrefs and power:
The pfalmeﬁ adds, « His underftanding is
« infinite.”” To this attribute I am now,
through dwme affiftance, to call your attenti-
on. Infinite underftanding is difcovered in
the exac knowledge which God has of all his
works. He fees what is paft, or what is to
come with equal precifion as what is prefent,
of nothing can he be ignorant, whether the -
altions of angels or of men: thmgs done in
the vifible or invifible world, what takes place
intime or in eternity. A knowledge fo ex-
tenfive, fo minute, exceeds our comprehenti-
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on. It canbelong to God only. If writings
can be found which contain fuch knowledge,
to fuch writings is affixed the fcal of heaven.
1 am now to captend that this facred. volime,
whence oviginates all our hopes, is thus de-
clared to be the word of God. Difcoveries of
a wonderful nature are made by - the prophets
in thefe fcriptures,as a ﬂandmg proof of their
authemxcny ' ‘ : :

I thall endeavour Jfirf}, ta fix precife ideas to=
the term prophet, and prophecying, and fhalk
then produce, as a fpecimen, {ome. prophecies-
that from thefe I may illuftrate the atteftati-
on given to our holy rehglon trom prophexy in
gcneral

" The term prophet, is of Greek origin, figni-
tying to predict, or foretell.  The correfpond,
ing térms in the Hebrew language exprefs the
one, the man who fees; the other the man who
divines. ‘ Through that fupernatural impulfe,
under which the prophets acted, they were en-.
abled to inftru: the people‘in their duty with
precifion and -authority, A hymn was fome-
~ times fuggefted to the. mind fuitable for cele-

brating the ‘praifé of the Almighty, which
they could immediately ‘clothe with words,
and fet “off with proper melodious tunes.
When a number were together, the fame
thoughts arifing in their minds, and the fame

“preflions occurring, they, at one inftant, in-

. y
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the fame words, poured forth the fame prayer.
Under this influence alfo, the prophet foretold
future events.  “ Every one of you,” fays the
apoftle, of a chriftian church under a divine in-
fpiration, ¢ hath a pfalm, hath a da&rinie,
+ hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath anin-
«wterpretation.” Let it alfo be oblerved, that
when this extraordinary influence fell on every
one, it frequently threw him into an ecftacy,
agitating and convulfing the whole frame in an
aftonifhing manner.  When any were thrown
into a viclent agitation, which gave them an
unnataral frantic appearance, they were faid to
pfophecy whatever was the caufe of that agita-
tion. As the heathen poets inftructed thewr
‘countrymen in religion, the apoftles ealls them
prophets. When the minds of Saul and his
fervants were under fuch a fupernatural com-
manding influence, that their ill defigns againt
David were fufpended, and every thought was

dbforbed in celebrating the praife of God, they . ™

are {aid to prophecy. o

T have thus introduced my obfervations. en
prophecies, to remove the uneafinefs which the
ignorant and prelumptuous affertions of 2 late
writer may have occafioned, who fays that the
bible, by a prophet, means a poet, and by pro-
phecying, making verfes. I fhould mot even
mention affertions which might well difgrace
any man ef common fenfe, were it not that

? .

they receive currency,  without examination,
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becaufethe man by whom they are made, has, -
by his writings, in other mﬂances, acqulretf
among mauy, fome reputation.

I now proceed to produce, as a fpecimen,
fome prophecies, that from thefe I may illuf-
trate the atteftation given to our holy religion
from prophccy in general.

I begin with fpeaking of the flood. Enoch’s
prophecy was in poffeflion of the antideluvian
world for near a thoufand years; he foretold
a great calamny, threatening the wicked, in
which their wickednefs fhould receive a fevere
and examplary pum(hment. Noah illuftrated
this prophecy, explaining its nature. and ﬁxmg
precifely, the period when the punithment
fhould be infliGed, one hundred and twenty
years before that period arrived. No mind could

. penetrate fo far into futurity, far lefs could an

event be conceived of, hitherto unexamplified,
and altogether xmprobable [t was not a for-
tunate conje@ure in this venerable Antidelu-
vian. He was’ certain that God had fpoken
to him, and was fo imprefled with the affur-’
ance of the impending ruin, that he fet in ear-
neft about providing for his own fafety. The

_Chaldean hiftorian, Berofus, gives an account

very correfponding 10 the Mofaic. He fpeaks
of ten kings of Chaldea betore the flood.

Ten generations intervened between Adam -

ayd Noah. The Iaft of the ten kings, fays’
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Berofus, was warn_ed by adream ofa flood, and
provided a veffel for his fafety.

Abraham had a ditin& view of what fhould
befall his defcendants for a long feries of
‘years, Know, fays the divine oracle, "of a
Surety, that thy feed fball be a flranger in a land
that is not theirs, and fball ferve them ; and they
Jhall afflié3 them four hundred years ; and aifo that
nation, whom they fball ferve, will Ijudge: and
afterward f[ball they come out with great fub-

- flance.  And thou fball go to thy fathers in peace ;

thou fbalt be buried in a good old age. But in
the fourth generation they fball come hither again:
Jor the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full.

Abraham’s profpeds were good. His cha-
ralter was-refpe@able, and his circumftances
wealthy. An eye lels penetrating than the
divine, could not have forefeen thefe chang-

- es through which his pofterity fhould pafs.

Mofes refts the whole credit of his law on
two circumflances, in themfelves more than
doubtful, which no prudent perfon, much
lefs an experienced legiflator, would have

_ done, had he not a&ted under divine authority.

Every male was required to repair thrice a
year, to Jerufalem; every feventh year the
lands muft lie uncultivated. In the ordinary
courfe of things, the energies with whom they
were environed would take that 'opportunity

W
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of laying wafe their lands. Famine would be
introduced by fo unprecedented a pratice, bu§
God affured them, from the exat knowledgé
he had of all hearts, whether then in exiftence,
or to come into éxiftence at the appointed pe-
_ riod, that when obeying his command, no
man fhould defire their land, and that the
earth, by an abundance on the fixth yesr, un-
known in the other five, thould afford 3 full
fupply for the fucceeding, fo as to enable them
with great fatety, to {ubmit to the divine re-
quifition. ' What a minute acquainiance with
the hearts of men, and with natural caufes ;
and what a controuling power aver them, in
the coming, as well ds the exifting generation;
to geft the whole weight of the Mofaic ceco-
nomy, on fuch a cifcumflance. An under-
ftanding which ‘was not infinite, could never
have penetrated the fecrets of the heart, as well
asthofeof nature : nor would common prudence
have allowed Mofes to rifk his reputation on
what, had it been 3 cheat, might (o frequently
have been expofed. I have fixed your attant -
9R t9 What appears to me a ftanding miracle,
as wellas a flanding prophecy, in atteftation -
of the divine authority of the Mofaic law.

The captivity of the Jews in Babylon, and
the precife period of its duration had been
faretald long before it took place, nay, the
very mame and viQories of the deliverer had
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pne hundred and fifty years previous to his
birth, been mentioned in the prophecy of Ifai-
ah.  Seventy years were fixed upon for the
captivity , and Cyrus was nauied as the ifittru~
ment in the hand of providence tor the reftora-
tion of thie Jews; nothing was left uncertain in
- this prophecy. It was read to Cyrus after he

became head of the Babylonian ethpire, for he:.

imentions it in the decree which gave the Jews
their liberty, and no doubt it had its weight in
determining hira to fuch -an a&. This cir-
cumftance fhews the exiftance of the prophe-
‘cy among the Jews, a long time previoufly to
the events to_which it refers. Now was the

* period according to thdt prophecy, when God

thould delivet his peoplé ; and Cyrus was the
inftrument which he thould employ. The

devout Jews could nevér have dreameéd of

fuch a deliverance had it ot been foretold,
fior would any have had the boldnefs to im-

pofe a fotgery upon Cyrus; or if they had, his

known wifdom had rendered fuch au impofi-
tion very vain. If hiftory, in any inftance;
ﬂeferves credibility, it does in this, that fuch
a prophecy did exift, and has in the minuteft
&ircuinfiances, been exa@ly accomplithed.

. The prophecies of Daniel aré plain, and
decifive. I cannot be particular on this fub-
‘je@. L. fhall mehtion dne  circumftance:
- Alexander, deliberating on his expedition

again(t Perfia, was ehcﬁrﬁged in a dream, by’
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a*man, ina drefs which was new to him, who
affured him of fuccefs. He had entered on
the expedition when he found it neceffary to
punith the Jews who adhered to Perfia. On.
his march againft Jerufalem, he was met by
the high prieft in his robes; the very perfon,

~dnd in the very robesfecn in his dream. The

appearance diverted him from the vengeance
which he had determined ' to take, He did
reverence to the high prieft, and offered facri~
fices in the temple. The prophecies of: Da--
niel were thewn him, which predi&, in the
moft circumftantial manner, the overthrow . of

 the Perfian empire. They infpired him with
- confidence in his undertaking. © The Jews:

who were entrufted with thefe prophecies he
honored, and granted them every indulgence
which they: could wifh—nay;. Porphery, a

learned and ingenius philofopher, in the third:

century, and the moft formidable and embit=
tered enemy, with whom - chriftianity ever-
ftruggled, was fo convinced of the exa& ful-

filment of: the prophecies of Daniel, that he-
could no otherwife evade the argument thence -

in favour of ‘our holy religion, than by abfurd
ly fuppofing, in the face of the moft inconteft-
able evidence, that thefe were written, under
the name of Daniel by fome perfon, at 2 late

period; .after the events, faid to be foretold,
_had cometo pafs.  Prophecies fo unequivocal, . -

fo circumftantial, fo plain, to which even ene-
mies give. their atteftation, are a proof of the
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divine authority of fcriptures which cannot’be
invalidated.

Our Saviour’s predi&ion concerning Jeru-
falem, deferves great attention. - 1ts overthrow
- 15 foretold ;—it fhouldbean entire overthrow,
" and take place whillt the prefent generation
yet exifted. Prefages of its approach are fpe-
cified. Direftions are given to thofe who,
when thefe appeared, would fecure their perfo-
nal fafety. Let any confiderate perfon read our
Saviour’s prophecy in the twenty-tourth chap-
ter of Matthew, and at the fame time look at
Jofephus’s account of the deftru@ion of Jerufa-
lem, and he will certainly be convinced, that
* our Saviour had the moft exa& knowledge of
what afterwards took place, and gave a ‘mi-
pute and intelligible predition.

It muft appear to every one who confiders
how circumftantially all thefe prophecies have
been given, that an opponent of revelation,
who' has lately come into view, difcovers &
rafhnefs and ignorance, which s truly pitiable,
when he fpeaks of prophecies as delivered in
fuch equivocal language, as to-fit almoft any
circumftance that might happen afterwards,
and deridingly adds, * that fhooting with
long bow of a thoufand years, to ftrike within

a thoufand miles of 2 mark, the ingenuity of
" pofterity could make it point blank.” Nei~
ther groundlefs affertions, nor loud laughs,
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can command any authority with thofe whe
ferioufly enquire after the truth. s
b L o

I fhall call your attention to one pfophi:~
“cy more, but which, from’ its gréat impor=
" fance,and the illuftrations which it repeatedly

k  feceives, may be confidered as 'the leading pro<

phecy of feripture, it fefpecs the Meffiah, in
whofe appearancé and charaller all; - whither
Jews or Gentiles, 4re nearly concerned. ' Hé
is fpoken of as the defire of all nations, who,
* deftroying the works of the devil, thould in=
troduce univerfal righteoufnefs and peace.
'Adamknew him as the feed of the woman ;
Ifaiah as the fon of a virgin. Davidasa king,
whofe thrown would be eftablithed forever ;
. Daniel a5 cut off, for the benefit of others ;
" Micah as putting an" ead ‘to: injuftice and
war; Malachi as purifying the. fons of Levi,
that they might offer unto'the Lord an offéring
in righteoufnefs. The former difpenfation, and
thie variobs changes in the ftate of empires,
all tended to make way for the Meffiah, and
to introduce his governnent.” The' moment
when he fhould appear, and enter on the exe-
cution of his office, was precifely fixed. Four
" hundred years from Cyrus’s decree, in favour
of the Jews, brought forward the happy mo-
ment, to which the eyes' of ‘all were dire&ted.
The prophecy was fo plain,and ¢ircumflanti
al, that all the ‘'world were about’ this time
Tooking out' for fome itluftrious perfonage,
trom whom they expected great advantages.

*+

- «
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The Jews were enquiring after nim whao
was to come : the gentiles were expe&ing the

return of the goldenage. Virgil’s fourth epi-
‘ {ngue ftrongly exprefles this expeQation,
How the expeation was raifed, cannot fo
éaﬁly be éfcenai_ngd. It might from the
fcriptures themfelves, which were in fuch cir-
culation, that the inquifitive had it in their
power to perufe them, or from the Sibylline
oracles over which evii demons prefided ; but
- which, occafionally were conftrained to give
an unwilling atteflation to the truth. Virgil
was not fingular in his expe&ation. Both
Suetonius, and Tacitus mention a prevailing
opinion, derived from their facred writings
.that about this time, fome from Judea fhould
obtain the government. Virgil took the ad.
vantage of this Rate of men’s minds to com-
“pliment his patron, the conful Afinius Polico,
at the birth ‘of his fon Saloninus, as if this
- were the perfon promifed to blefs the nations.
That in both Jews and Gentiles, an unufual
expeQation was excited, is certain. It is
-equally certain that their views were too
grofs, and earthly. The perfon expeted

came, but fo different from what their imagi- "

- mations painted, that to the Jews he was a
ftumbling-bleck, and to the Greeks feolith-
- nefs.  But hedid not live and die in vain_
He has eftablithed a kingdomon earth. Op-
pofition it has met with, and fhall meet with,

- Rut it fball ftand, 'it thall increafe, it fhall be--



( 6+ )

come Qniverfal. Of this the book of revelati=

on makes us certain : perfons verfed in thefe
kinds of Rudies, know well that many things
therein foretold, have been accomplifhed ; ma-
ny things are’ now accomplifhing, even that

- infidelity, which now fo generally prevails, is

" comfonant to what has been torefeen, and

confirms the predi&ion, but when the whole
thall be accomplifthed, Chnﬁ indeed fhall reign
on earth, and reftore to mankind the i innocen-
<y and happinefs of the paradifical fate.

The prophecies of fcripture are not deliver-

“edin the fame language, as fa@s. Lifting

too high-the awful veil which conceals futuri-
ty, muft, in many inftances, have been impro-
per, neither are thefe prophecies couched in
terms which might be accommodated to what-
ever thould happen. There are certain prin-

- ciples by which the prophetic language may -
-be determined. The language of the prophe-

cies which have been accomphﬂlcd with the
events which were in view, muft be contraft-

.ed with the language of the prophecies yet to

be accomplithed, whence fome idea may be
formed of whatisto be expeted. An attentive
examination of {cripture language, with anac-
curate acquaintance with hzﬂory. 1s neceﬂ'ary. in
order to purfue profitably inquiries of this na-

“ture. Thus Danielfound outthat thedeliverance
. of his people was at hand. The Jews thus could
afcertain when the Mefliah fhould make his
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appearance. ‘Mr. Fleming who fearched af )."
ter prophetic knowledge, writing about an ‘
hundred years ago, was certain from the reve-
lation of John, that a revolution would take
place in France, previoufly to the year 1794.
Different writers have lately treated the fub-
je& of prophecies with great fagacity. No
knowledge of any kind, can be acquired with-
out pains. It argués great rafthnefs to pro-
nounce on - fubje@s with which we have no
acquaintance. Itis ealy for an ignorant per-
fon to fay that none can acquirg information
with refpeét tothe planets and their motions.
Such affertions, however, no ways afe@ thefe
ftudies. It isthe fame with prophecy. Ifa
a man has never turned his thoughts that
way, he may pronounce them enigmatical, and
trifling : but it is nota proof of a confiderate
perfon, to_make fuch aflertions umtil he exa-
mines into the matter, left he expofe, at once,
his folly and rancour at revelation. - -

- What a glosious atteftation do prophecies:
afford our holy religion.. A mind lefs com-
prehenfive than divine, could never view events
fo various, fo contingent, fo diftant in time and. -
place, with fuch exa@nefs, and mark them out
ag circumftantially as it they were prefent.
Difcaveries of this nature are made in fcripture.
As the. events which are foretold come for-
ward, they afford new and irrefiftible evidences
of the truth of revelations. That feripture
kas this feal of heaven, is net the beliet of
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Weak and credulous minds only, .but alfo of
the moft difcerning: Sir Ifaac Newton, to
whom we are indebted for our acquaintance
withthe folar fyftem, was fo well affured of
ghe truth of prophecies, that he has illuftrated
them by a judiciots and  ufeful commentary.

~ Our holy religion poffefles atteftatians of the

moft fatisfaltory nature, buf tnan will not take
the trouble to exawmine thefe, it is. not their
wifh that revelation be true, and they fpeak

~according to their wifhes. Such condu is

common in our age. Itisacrime of an aggra-
vated nature. It cries for vengeancé. The time
has been, when the enethies of our religion were
unafhamed of their oppofition, and could ven-
ture to carry it on in the dark only, and in an
underhanded manner ; nowthey affert their un-~

- founded fyftems, and daring blafpherﬂigs,‘dpén-_

ly, in the moft frequented companies; and even’
in public prints. It is very ftrange that the
fiiends of revelation cannot amufe themfelves
with the tranfaltions of the day, without allo
being fliockéd with filly ideas at what they ac-
count moft facred, -and of higher momént
than even lifeyor any of its en,oyments. It

- will be neceffary for them, if fuch pra@ices

continue, to unite in denying themfelves an in-
nocentand proper amufement, rather than bé
repeatedly wounded by attacks upon religion
of the moft infolent and offénfive kind. . Were
the fobje@ eafily and rationally difcufled, the
friends of religion are always ready to meet
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any on this gronnd and to give an account of
the faith which-is in them ; but running into
unfupported affertions, vuulent reproaches,
and infolent fcorn, neither their inclination,
their honor, nor their religion, allow them to
meet any on fuch ground. .

T am perfuaded every ferious enquirer will
be impreffed with the atteftations given to out
holy religion, others, as they do not defire to
know the truth, muft ftand to all the confe-
quences of remaining in ignorance.

— Havingnow illuftrated the glorious attefta-
tion afforded our holy religion from prophecy,
I ought next to thew the atteftation gwen it
from miracles.
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DISCOURSE - V.

ENSPIRATION ARGUED FROM MXRACLES.;

Acrs viii. 13.

Then Simon hinifelf believed alfo : and when he
was baptized, ke continued with Philip, and
wondered, beholding the miracles and figns
which were done.

IT~h'as univerfally been expeQed that
men, a&ing under divine authority, fhould
confirm their pretenfions by fome miracles..
The nature of miracles may be better under~
flood by bringing fome in view, than by apy
definition.  They commanded from Philip,
preaching the gofpel of Chrift, among the Sa-
maritans, attention and beliet ; nay, not from
the Samaritans enly, but from Simon himfelf,
whowas profoundly verfed in every fpecies of
deceit which could impefe upon . mankind, but
ot {uch powers as Philip poffeffed, he had no
idea, “Simon himfelf believed alfo, and:




( 69 )

« when he was baptized, he cantinued with
- ¢ Philip, and wondered, beholding the miracles
“ and figns which were done.”

Teis evidently deducible trom thefe words,
that miracles are a proper atteftation to the
fcripture, and that thofe which are true, have
an intrinfic value, of which others are deflitute.
I thall, at prefent attempt, through divine affifi-
ance, the illuftration of both thcfe pamculars.
1 thall offer no deﬁnmons, nor lay down nice

diftin@ions. I thall fimply ftate, a few fa&s, ’

snd then draw fome conduﬁons

' Bc.iore the days of Mofes, miracles are no
where mentioned. They were not prevnouﬁy
known, nor was it neceﬂ'ary that they fhould.
The nearer we approach the beginning of the
rworld, the more (lmphcnty appears. Of God’s
revealmg hlmfelf to mankind no doubt was
entertained. Infucceeding ages the ongmal
tradition became miore obfcure and men’s
imaginations vain. They could not confine
themfclves to the fimple truth, firlt it was
difgu fed, then gueftioned, and at laft denied.
’This was the ftate of things in Egypt. Mo-

fes could not gain credit, on his ‘own teftimo- -

ny, that God had fpokcn to him in the bufh,

Pharaoh demanded fome proof of his alting un-
der diviné authority, which mignt excced
whatever could be effe@ed by the necpe(t re-
(iarchcs into pature : with this Moﬁ.s comyll-



(70 )

ed. He wrought miracles of variqus kinds ;-
a controuling power was difcovered over all
the elements. ~ The air was turned into dark-
nefs, of fo uncommon a nature, that they
" ¢ould neither kindle any fire, nor keep any
flame alive. It diffra@ed the timorous, and
agitated the moft-undaunted. The hail was
dreadtil; "and the fire withered: every - thing
green; an odious fwarm was produced; and
the moft pernicious infe@s invaded the land;
difeafes- fell upon the body; the river turned
into blood, could not be drunk; the firfts
born of men and beaft died.; and 2 rod thrown
on the ground was changed into a hiffing en~
‘venomed ferpent.- In all this there could be

no trick nor collufion. No power but the di-

vine could put out the fun, or awake the thun-
der; could arm infe@s with mifchicf, and. the

lightning with death; conld aflli& -men, in

their perfons, and in all their comforts, could
change the helpful ftaff into the envenomed

ferpent ; or removing ‘thefe calmities at his

pleafure, render men ealy 'in their ‘minds, and

fafe in their circumftances. Realize Egypt at
this awful crifis; -think of the judgements

which came upon them, in a gradval fucccfli-
on, and cach more formidable than the other,
Jet it be particularly - marked, that Gofhen,

where the Hraelites refided, was perfe&ly €x-.

ccmpted from every plagué. Dark in Egypt,

it was light in Gothen. The Egyptians were:
hck and dying ; riot one fickly among the Ifra-.

i
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¢lites, norin any danger : when fire and hail,

when infets of various kinds were deftru&ive -

to the mafier, the flave, free from deftruion,
dwelt in fafety. Having fuch a view, could
you have hefitated one moment? Was not
the hand of God evidently diftinguithable ?
Was not Mcfes the fervant of the moft high?
D'rd he not a& under a divine commiffion.

Thefe operations were new, and Pharaoh
‘was willing to afcertain their nature; he
called in his magiciaps to his affitance. Their
¢hara&er and pretenfions are not well known.
Jannes and Jambres are named by the apoftle,

as withftanding Mofes.  Pliny, the natural -

hiftorian, mentions the former of thefe in con-

e jun&ion : with Mofes; and Numenius, the _.

phllofopher, mentions both of them, in the
fame conjundlion, as celebrated magicians.
- In feveral ‘'miracles they were fuccefsful.
They produced frogs ; turned the water into
~ ‘blood, 'and their rods into ferpemts. It is evi-
dent from the fcripture, that the worthippers
of idols were the worthippers of devils. . The
power of thefe fallen fpisits, is certainly great,
It was now exerted to the utmoft. Lhe ma-
gicians knew not whether their attempt would
fucceed. Whatever their enchantments were,
theeffe@ was doubtful. They made the at-
tempt “where they failed, as well as where
they fucceeded. The conteft was between
“the power of fallen fpiritsand the divine pow-

¥ .
!

ér.  The iffue might have been expeéted.

¥
‘
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The divine power was glorioufly triumphant,
The other’sunder controul, was checked in
the beginning of its fuccefs, and could prevail
for mifchief only. The magicians could avert
none of the judgments introduced by Moles ;
and as foon as they were unfuccefsful, they

dropped any further attempt, acknowledging -

the finger of God; after this Pharaoh no more
fought their affiftance; the point was decided,
The miracles of Mofes were done by the Al-
mighty, and bore the {eal of heaven to the
commiffion of hisfervant.  If perfons on the

fpot, who knew the whole miftery of deceit, '

and had at ftake intereftand reputation, could
Mofes have been made out an impoftor, were
- conftrained to declare that God did by him
works which exceeded the reach of human
power, in league with fellow fpirits, I cannot
{ee how a diffcrent opinion can be emenaineq
by eveninfidelityitfelf, =~~~ =~ - '

Could we fix our attention entirely to what
the fcriptures relate, and imprefs our minds
with their credibility, we muft often be afto-
nithed. Suppofe a valt multitude on the banks
of the Potowmack, their enemies prefs upon
them with an armed force, which cannot be
refited. In this diftrefs, imagine that the
fiream divides, the waters rife on each fide,
forminga wall, a path being left dry between,
through which the multitude may pafs. ~ Paf-
{ed over, they look back upon the enemy ip{
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‘eager hafte, purfuing through this unufuat

tra@,—1I fee the waters on either hand break .
in, and drown the embattled hofts. Could.

you avoid afcribing all to the Almighty, and
acknowledging that he diftinguithes between
the oppreffor, and the oppreffed? This isno
imaginary fcene. It was experienced foon
after the Ifraclites left Eygpt, to admit them to
the wildernefs, and again forty years having
elapfed, that they might enter the land pro-
mifed their fathers. The firft inftance has
been greatly difguifed both by Jofephus the
Jew, and writers from among the Gentiles,

but the miracle is undoubted, and was well.

adapted to confirm the Ifraelites in their obea
dienceto God. And to warn the furviving
Egyptians thatthere was no contending with
the moft high.  In this alfo they could not be
deceived. The Ifraelites paffed through the
channel, they faw with their eyes, the waters
on either hand. The fpray fell upon them
like a thick mift, which fuggefted to the apofs
tle the idea of their being baptized unto Mo.
fes in the fea, on the oppofite fhore, when
looking back, they found the enemy buried in
the deep : impofition in this inftance was im-
_ poffible. [t was evident to the fenfes of thou-
fands. If their feeing, hearing, or feeling,
could be credited, all was real ; God had indeed
appeared in their behalf, and manifefted evi-

dently his power and glory.
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A mixed mulmude, confifting: of many
thoufands were not likely to fubfilt long in a
wildernefs, unimproved with food, with rai-
ment or any neceffary.  Yetin this fame wil-
dernefs, the vaft multitude fubfifted for forty
years, without cultivating the ground, without
commercé, without manufa@ories. In the or-
dinary courfe of things, it could not have been.
It was one continued miracle. Their cloth-
ing and food were miraculoufly provided.
They wanted nothing, and yet nothing came
in the ordinary way. They were under an
immediate divine condu&. The command
of God denounced by Mofes, and difcovered

. in the motions of the wondertul cloud direéted

their journeyings, or encampments. He: fed
them' from heaven, preferved them in vigor;
and prevented their clothes from wearing out.
Thele facts are as well attefted, as any hiftori-
cal falls can be, and they gave an aftonithing
difcovery of the power and gocdnefs of -
God.

I fhall not infit on many others of a like
nature, it is enough to otferve that thefe were

.moft common in the eflablifhment of the Jew.

ith céconomy, although never altogether want-
ing. . In- Babylon a few miracles are on re-
cord, whereby the Jews were vindicated in the
belief, and worfhip of the living and the true
God. The prefervation of the three children
in the fiery furnace, and of Daniel in the li-
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on’s den; the punithment of Nebuchadnezzar,
and his remarkable recovery, greatly tended to
advance the honour of Jehovah’s name, among
the idolatrous. nations.. Thefe fa&ts were all
well afcertained; done in the prefenceot a pro-
digious concourfe of all ranks and chara&ers,
and had a great effe&, procuring different de-
crees from the molt haughty and idolatrous
monarchs on earth, enjoining worﬂnp and obe-
dience to the Mot High.

© As the ]ewn[h dlfpen(atlon was eﬂabh{hed
Bv miracles, fo was the Chriftian. The ex~
pe&ed Meffiah appcanng, was pleafed for
three yeats, to take upon himfelf a public cha-
ralter.  Every dayhe employed for the benefit.
. ofmankind. He relieved all who applied to

him. He gave to the blind " their fight, and
to the deaf their hearing. His creative power
reﬂorcd to the high prieft’s fervant the ear
which Petér had fmitten off; and :to many:
their deficient members ; he raifed from the
dead 2 widow’s fon at Naen, and his friend
Lazarus at Bethany. ‘The moft inveterate
lunacy and aftlictive poffeffion ylelded to his
cpmmand. He calmed the raging of the fea,
2nd multlphed a few loaves, and fithes to fa--
tisfy an hungry concourfe. He efcaped from
the enraged Nazarenes, they knew not how ;
and by a word, perhaps a commanding look,
14id his enemies proftrate at his feet. Thefe
 things were not done i 112 private, nor were they.

'
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feldom repeated.  They were done in the'
imoft frequented places, and multiplied daily:
His enemies did not, could not deny what was

" done, whatever conftrution their perverfe
minds put upon them, and his attendants in
aftonifhment infifted, ¢ when Chrift cometh
« will he do more miracles than thefe, which
« thisman hath done.” Nicodemus acknow-
ledged, “that no man can do thefé miracles
« which thou doeft, except God be with him.’
And a man who had been born blmd, but re-
covered his fight, declared before the Jewith
Sanhedrim with great fimplicity of heart, Wy,
berein is a. marvellous thing, that ye know mnot
from whence be is, and yet he hath opened: mine
eyes.  Now, we Enow that God heareth not fin-
ners: but if any man bea worfbipper of God, and
doeth bis will, him be beareth. Since the world
began was it not beard, that any man opened the
eyes of ane that was born biind.  If this'man:
 awere not of God, be could do nething. They an-
Jwered and faid unta him, thouwaf? altogether born.
in fins, and daft thou teach us? And they caft him’
eut.

Nay, my brethren, not only-were thefe things
" done by our Lord himfelf, but kis defciples
were empowered by him to do the fame things
in his name, and this power continued with
them for more than two hundied years,
Among other extraordinary endowments, they
were enabled inflantaneoufly to fpeak the lan--
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guage of any nation, as fluently as if they had
been natives, andif I miftake not, a fpecimen
of this power remains in the church, the New
Teftament having been written originally in
Greek, by thofe who were native Jews, and
had no opportunity of acquiring in the ordinz~
ry courfe of things, any acquaintance with a
foreign language. [ find a circumftance much
infited on by Mr. Addifon, and which he
confiders, and very juflly, as a firiking miracles
I mean the fortitude, and perfeverance with
which the young, and the old; the feeble and
the robuft; the high and the low fubmitted to
lingering, and fevere tortures, when a renunci-
ation of chriftianity, or, in fome inftances, fi-
lence only, would have prevented thefe feveri-
ties, or immediately have interrupted them.
Human nature could not have held out without
uncommon affiftance from above. This was
frequently acknowledged ; Stephen beheld his
Saviour ready to receive his departing fpirit,
qthers have been ftrengthened by an angel. -
Thefe falts were of fuch notoriety, that even

enemies have not ventured to call them in

queftion. They are a glorious atteftation to

our holy religion. The more they are exa-
mined, the more they muft imprefs the
mind. :

Enemies have in differcnt ways attempted
to leffon their weight.  They mention a mi- .
racle wrought by Vefpafian, the emperor, whe -
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touching the eyes of a blind man, reftored him
tofi fght allowing . this, which is not fully afg'
certained, God might hereby put honour on a’
man who, in conjun&@ion with his fop Titus,
was appmmcd his inftrument to pumfh the
Jews. The philofopher Apollonius is often
mentioncd by the ehemies' of our holy religi-
on, asarival in-doing miracles, to, our Saviour.
Producing fuch 4 rivalthip, is a tacit acknow-
ment that our Saviour'did miracles, with ref-.
pe& to Apollonius : many things faid to be
done by him, are very ridiculous, and whatever

he did, they are vouched by a weak and credu-. .

lous perfon” only, his fervant Damis. But
what are thefe, when compared to the mira-
cles of our Saviour who, pubhcly. fubjc&ed to
every degree of examination, did more mira-;
cles in three years, than Mofes and all the
prophets put together, and continued lhls pow-,
er fome ages wnth the church .

PR oy

" That fome thmgs may be lmpofed upon
men as_miracles: which are not, is generally,
granted inferipture.  Simon Magus, fpoken
of in my text, before Philip’s arrival in Sama-
ria, ufed forcery, Bur there was a certain man
called Simon, which bey‘brel:me in the fame city
ufed forcery, and bewitched the people of Sarraria,
giving out that himfelf - was fome great one,

to whom they all gave heed, fmm the leaft to llJe .

greatefi, [aying, T/)u man is .the greal pcwer aj‘

God. And to him Ibey had rrgard becaufe that:

of long time he had bewitchid them with forceries..

L
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In Philippi, as the apoftles went to pray,

As* wé went to prayer, a certain damfel P~

Jiffed witha fpirit of divination met us, which
brought ber mafiers much gain - by foothfaying :
The fame follvwed Paul and us, and cried, Jaying,
Thefe men are the fervants of the mofi high Gody
which fhew unto us the way of [alvation. And
1his did fbe many days.  But Paul being grieveds
turned, and faid to the [pirit, I command thee, in
the name of Fefus - Chrifl, to come cut of her.
Aud be-came out the fame hour. And when her
maflers faw that the hope sf their gains was gone,
they caught Paul and Silas, and drew them mlb'
the market-place unto the rulers.

3 It is evident that this girl was under an evil
influence, and thereby enabled by her difcove-

ries and a&tions, to aftonifh the people, but the

power undér which fhe a&ted, could not refift
the command of “the -apoftle, fpeaking in his
mafter’s name. - The fcripture exprefsly fore=
tels, that, That wicked fhall be revealed, whem the
 Lordfball confume with ike [pirit of his mouth, and
Shall deflroy with the ﬁrtg/muf: of his coming:
even him, whofe coming' is after the working of
Satan, with all power am]  figns, and lying won~
ders.  And with all deceivablenefs of-unrighteouf-
nefs in them that perifh ; becaufe they recerved not
the love of the truth, that they -might be Javed,
And for this caufe Gaod fhall fend them firong de-
lufion, that they fhould brlieve a ke; that they all
might be damned who believed not the truth, but
Fadpleafure in unrighteoufnefs. But we are bound

-3
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Lo give thanksalway ts God for you, brethren; belpy -
ed of the Lord, becaufe he hath from the beginning
chofen you to falvation through fanédi ﬁ:attm gf
tbe Jpirit, and éehef qf the truth. :

Wonderful things may, according to thefe paf—
fages be done, and of a nature too that, were it
potfible they could deceive even the ele@. The
{criptre afcribes thefe to evil fpmts They
feek the thade, and confirm men in their for-
getfulnefs of God, orin a depraved or cor-
supted conduct;’ they have always yielded to
true miracles, which difpel thefe mifts, and
encourages regard for God, and purity in heart
and life.  In this world imbofitions of differ-
ent kinds are praticed.” Thefe render no per-
{on of confideration fceptics, neither ought coun-
terfeits in religion, 10 render them infidels.
True miracles are done openly, in the face of
the fun, to the convi&ion of our fenfes, and
are wrought by perfons of charaller and piety,
to confirm men in the purelt doftrines, and
the moft glorious hopes. Falfe miracles are
few and concealed; they avoid infpeion,
and reconcile men to their evil habits and

. praQtices. Thefe are plain diftinguithing

rules ; applied to the miracles of fcripture, they
difcover their veracity. They are thé atteftati-
on of heaven to our holy religion. Mofes’s
miracles became the more confpicuous and
uncontroverted, in confcquence of oppofition
from Pharaoh’s magicians; Philip’s confirma-
tion to the gofpel, in confequence of Simon’s
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forceries ; the excellency and Rability of theé
truth, in confequence of the errors and falfes

hoods which arife.

Our Saviour appeals to his miracles, in at-
teftation of his charalter, and urges upon the
Jews the. unreafonablenefs of their unbeliet,
having fuch an evidence of his coming from
God.  «IfI had not done ameng them the
“ works which none other did, they had not had
« fin, but now have they beth feen, and hat-
« ed both me and my father.”” What God had
done before the Ifraclites, s recapitulated as a
pew motive to obedience. Know you that day,
fays Moles, for 1 [peak not with your children
which have not knswn, and which have not feen the
chaflifement of the Lord your God, his greatnefs, bis
mighty hand, and bis Rretched out arm, and his
miracles, and bis acls, which be did in the midf}
of Egypt, unto Pbarach the king of Egypt, and
anto bis land ; and what he did unto the army of
Egypt, unto their horfes, and -to their chariots:
how he made the walers of the Red Sea to overflow
them as they purfued after you, and how the Lord.
bath deftroyed them unto this days

Tt is not neceffary that fuch miracles be
continued; well authenticated, they have the
fame weight with remote ages, as with the
prefent, affuring them that the difpenfation
which they atteft, is from God. Itis the
unhappinefs of mankind to be inconfiderate.
The heart is naturally averfe to divine truth.
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Whateverinvalidatesit isliftened unto, beit evef
fo trifling, even-a contemptuous fneer, although
overborne by the moft weighty confiderations.
In no light does human nature appear fo de-
praved, in ‘no light can it appear more. truly.
pitiable. . Let us not yield to fuch a biase
"Let us weigh the atteftations given to our holy.
religion ; let our eyes be direted to God to
1mprefs thefe upon our minds; let us reverence
‘what we muft admit proceeds from God, and
take rules to which, in proph;cxcs. and in ml_
racles, the feal of heaven is affixed, as our
guide in life, then our convi&ion thall be con-
firmed, and our path 4sthe morning light thall
ﬂnne more and more unfo the perfe& day

Every ftep we have taken in the prefent dlf-
cufﬁon, gwes us new reafon to. receive the
fcriptures as the word of God, and to reje&
with mdxgnanon. whatever is defigned to af<
, petfe, or undervalue them, and I make no:
doubt, but an inclination to receive the word
of God, and an averfion at what tends toaf--
perfe and undervalue them, will increafe, if-
the confiderations I have yet to propole, be
well weighed. -
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THE MIRACLES ATTENDING OUR SAVia
OUR’S DEATH, CONSIDERED,

MATTHEW xxvii. 544

3 :
Now when the centurion, and they that were with
him watching Fefus, faw the earthquake, and
thofe things that were done, they feared greatly,
Jaying, Truly this was the Son of God.

; ,THE alarming events which are re-
lated in this chapter, or which may be colle&-
ed from the other evangelifts, who fpeak of
our Saviour’s crucifixion and death, made
deep impreflion on the mind of the Roman of-
ficer commanding the guard at his execution.
Thofe events and the impreflion which the
fpeQators received ffom them, are brought
into view,and appearin an effe®ing light in
our text. Now when the centurion, and they
that were with him watching Fefus, faw the
earthquake, and thofe bei‘ng: that were done, they
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Pared greatly, faying, Truly this was the fan of

God. :

Difcourﬁng from thefe words I propofe,
thrqugh divine affiftance,

I. To explain the nature of the events to
which our text has an immediate refpe&. And.

I1. To fhew how the centurion and thofe
that were with bim watching Fefus, were effeed
by them.

Explaining the nature of the events to which:
our text has an immediate refped, it will be
neceflary to view them in order, that each may:
receive proper attention. '

The firft thing of which I take notice, is the
darknefs which overfpread the land for three-
hours. This darknefs was very remarkable:
It happened at full moon, when that ‘body
could not be interpofed bétween our earth and
the fun, which is folly afcertained to be the
caufe of eclipfes, and ‘confequently the appear-
ance cannnt be accounted for onany known
principle, but muft be confidered as fupernatu--
ral and miraculous; :

No eclipfe can be tétal for fo long a fpace
as three hours; nor can it, at the fame inflant,
embrace the whole hemifphere iniits thade, as ‘
the actougt we have in the evangelifts, and>
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the tetimony of fome profane authors lead us
ao fuppofle happened.in the cafe before us: all
which confiderations make the prefent appear-
.ance the more amazing, and oblige us in ac-
counting for it, to have recourfe to the imme-
diate interpofition and power of God. He
who kindled the fun at firft, and appomted
him 10 rule the day, can eafily extinguifh his
fires at pleafure, or withhold his cheering influ~
ence. The exertion of fuch power then was
cvery way fuitable to the tranfa&ion of that
important day. It was a fign from heaven,
after which the Jews had always been o anxi-
ous in proof of our Saviour’s miffion. It was

a token of difpleafure againft the Jews for

thutting their eyes to other evidences of this,
which were fully convincing, and for aflowing
their blindnefs and malice to hurry them on
to fuch dangerous lengths, It wasalfoalively
emblem of the ftruggle which the Lord of na-
ture now underwent with the powers of dark-
nefs, and of the bitternels of diftrefs whxch
overwhelmed his fpirit. .

The fecond thmg of which ] take notice, is

* the earthquake.””  Of this my text makes’

pamcular mention, and the rending of the
rocks, which was poflibly a confequence -of
the earthquake ; according to ‘fome, this ﬁwck
was generally felt through the world: Ac-
cording 1o others, it was perceivable in Judea
only, orin the places ncar where our Savioug
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was put to death. Be this as it may, it was
certarnly attended with very terrible circum-
ftances, agitating the ground to the very fpot
on which the temple ftood, tearing the neigh-
bouring rocks afunder inan alarming manner,
and leaving in that opening a monument of
this event to fucceeding ages. An earthquake
is one of the moft dreadful phenomena of na-
ture. ' Sometimes it indicates that Gad is at
hand, Tbe fm Saw it, and fled ; ?ara'an was
driven back.  The mountains fkipped like rams,
and tbe little hills like lambs.  What ailed 1/)(3"
O thou fea, that- thou fledefi} Thou Fordan, thas
hou waft driven back?” Ye mountains, that ye fkip_
ped like rams ; and ye little hills like lasnbs? Trem_
bie, thou earth, af the prefence of the Lord, at 1h,
* prefence of the God of Facob. - At other times, it

. indicates the divine wrath, coming to relieve

his fervant from the oppreflion of his enemies; -
at Qod’s ‘appearance, The earth fhook and
trembl:d ; -the foundations alfo\ of the hills moved
and were [baken, becaufe he was wroth. There
went up a fmoke out of his nofirils, and fire out of
his mouth devoured: coals were kindled by it.
Ot hoth the divine prefence, and - difpleafure
was this earthquake expreflive. It pointed
out the eminence of the fufferer, he was the:
{on of God, and Saviour of the world. Much
indignity had been done him. - The very rocks’
" and [tones cry out againlt the madnefs, and
impiety of men ; and had it not been for his -
timely interceffon, “ Father, forgive them™
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his enemies would, in all likelihood, have
been immediately fwallowed up and irrecover.’
ably loft.

‘The third thing of which I take notice, is that
« the veil of the temple was rent in twain from
* the top to the bottom.” This veil was a
hanging of the richeft and ftrongelt tapeftry,
which teperated the holy trom the moft holy
place: ‘Being now the'time of the evening fa-

crifice, and upon a folemn occafion, when the
" high prieft, probably Caiaphas himfelf, was mi-
niftring at the golden altar, 4nd burning in.
cenfe, this veil was, by an invifible power, rent
in two in the midft, from the top to the very
bottom, whcrcby the facred oracle was laid
open to full view. This was an awful and
fignificant fign, particularly fuited to roufe the
confciences of the Jews, and convince them
that their perfecution of Jefus unto death, was
offenfive unto God, who would now abolith
Mofaic rites, and fervices, and oren a paffage
forthe Jew and the Gentile; for the Greek
and Barbarian, who believe in him through
the new and living way of. obedxence unte
death unto the holieft of all.

The fourth thing which deferves our attenti-
on, is that « having cried with a loud voice, he
yielded up the ghoﬂ ” The voice is among
the firlt things in a dying perfon that fails
him, faltering fo much, that the few broken
(emences attempted to be uttered, are fcarcely

»
7
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anteHigible ; but our Saviour, fpeaking as a man
i full vigour and ftrength, difcovered that he
was not yet exhaufted, but could have furvived
for a much longer time, the tortures of the
crofs.  Yielding up the ghoft while fo much
life remained, explains what he had formerly
declared to his difciples, «“ No man taketh
«“away my life from me; I lay it down of
myfelt.”  He withdrew from the body, and
died by an a& of his own, according to the
power which he had received of his father ; he

_could have done fo, the moment he was nailed

to the crofs, leating an infepfible corpfe to the
infults and cruelty of his enemies, but he en-
dured his fuffering as long as was neceflary,
with patience and refolution ; then he left the
bady in fuch a manner, and with fo much dig-
nity, as had not, in any former inftance, nor
can in any fucceeding, be equalled. = This
circumflance, in a particular manner, affe@ed
the centurion, who, as another evangelift
exprefsly informs us, when * he faw that he fo
¢« cried out, and gave up the ghott,” glorified
God by the ‘confeflion in our text. The loud
voice which he uttered is very fignificant.
It may be confidered as the fhout ofa con<
queror, now fpoiling principalities and powers,
and making a fhow of them openly on his
crofs, or the proclamation of a herald, point-
ing out to all the world, *the prince of htc, :
mnbhty to fave.
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The laft thing I take notice of is, that  the’

“graves were opened, and many bodies of
-« faints which flept arofe.” It is likely that

the tombs were opened by the earthquake, and"

whilt they continued unclofed, the dead bo-
dies which were depoflited, recovered life and’
came forth, to the altonithment of all thofe
who faw, or were informed of this fa&. It
was an expreffive event, particularly fo at this
_ time, difcovering at once the refurre@ion of
the body, and the conne@ion which this has
with the death and refurre@ion of our Saviour’
from the dead. The fun’s withholding his
light at mid-day, the earth’s trembling ; the
rocks” rending ; the veil of the temple torn by
an invifible hand from the top to the bottom ;
our Saviour’s evidently yielding up his life by
an a& of his own; the dead’s coming out of
their graves, are events well fuited to com-
mand.the attention and reach the heart:. which.
brings us to the '

II. General head, in which I propofed’
to fhew how the *centurion, and thofe that’

« were with him watching Jefus,” were effe&-
ed by thefe alarming events. It is faid,

Firfi. That ¢ they feared greatly,” were
thrown into a panic, left they fhould be loft in
the darknefs, or burried in the earthquake ; left
that God, to whom vengeance "belonged,

- fhould, in fome very terrible manner, avenge
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- the quarrel of the Saviour, both agamﬂ them,
and the body of the Jewifh nation in general.
A guilty mind is confcious of amazement and
diftrefs, even when there is no appareit dan-.
. ger; but this becomes opprc(ﬁve and over-
whelming, when God appears in fuch dreadfu] .
majefty as he now difcovered. Thefe tor-
menting appsehenflions were nat peculiar to
the foldiers who were on guard, but another
evangelift maksit known that all the peaple that
came together 1o that fight, b:bolding the things
which were done, fmote their breafls, and returned.

We may eafily fuppofe that the crowd which
. 'was now together, was uncommonly great,
confidering how much the fame of Jefus was
fpread through Judea. and what vaft mulmudcs
were drawn to Jerufalem to celebrate the
feat. That multitude, many of whom, in
all likelihood, had lately joined inthe tumul-
tuous outcry, ¢ Crucify him, crucify him,’
were now confounded with remorfe, and laid
deeply to heart what had happenéd ; to which
convi&tions we may reafonably afcribe a pre-
difpofition for the fuccefs which afterwards;
attended the apoftles’ miniffrations. The,
terror into which they were now thrown, led’
them

Second, To confels « Truly this was the
fon of God.” We find a like confeflion once,
and again, made by thofe, who, during our Sa-
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viour’s perfonal miniftry, were witnefses of the
miraculous power which he pofleflfed. Its
meaning, confidering the perfons by whom it
was made, cannot be fuppofed always to have

been precife and determined. It however,

evidently includes thus much, that the perfon
fpoken ot was a dignified perfon, and of un-
blemifhed fan&ity ; was dear unto God, and
had particular intereft with him; was more
than is found in human nature, and pofiefled
diftinguithed excellencies. Thefe, or fome
fuch ideas, are exprefled in the conteflion before
us. ‘

The Sanhedrim condemn him for blafphe.
iy, in aflerting that he was the fon of God :
the multitude affent to the condemnation as
juft ; but the tide is turned.  They believe his
pretenfions to be well founded. Hereafter

they expe& to fee him on the right hand of -

power, coming in the clouds of heaven.

The centurion and his foldiers, the diflant
fpe@ator, and he who was near, Jew or Gen-
tite, ftartled atthe darknefs, -and the earth«
quake ; at the extraordinary mannerin which
he died, and the other prodigies which follow=
ed ; were neceflitated to declare in fpite of
meannefs and contempt, of calumny and re-
proach, of the thame of the crofs, and the ig-

nominy of death, that he was ¢ arighteous
perfon,” whom tthJew§ ‘had- malicioufly
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’ }/ accufed, whom Pilate had wrongfully con-
7,

deruned, whom they, with wicked miouthsand’
cruel hands, had infulted and put to death.
Heaven and earth, the living and the dead,

-declare his dignity, and put it out of doubt

that he ¢ was the fon of God, this confeflion
was made in the

Third place, by the ¢ Centurion, and thofe
« that were with him watching Jefus.”

It was a captain and his company ; foldiers
and Romans, warlike heroes and experienced
veterans, whofe intrepidity and courage armed
their hearts againft fear; whofe familiarity
with fcenes of cruelty and death, bardened
them again@t pity.  They lately inlulted a
condemned prifoner, and increafed, by cruel
mockings, the agony of the crofs: But their
hearts now relent;- their confciences feverely
fmite them, and they yield to a conviion
which was fo well tounded, that the perfon
whom they ‘had crucified was ¢ The fon of
God.”

But the conviion reaches further th
among thefe foldicrs: The whole multitude
of fpeQtators felt its force, and di‘covered the
fadnefs of their hearts in their countenances,.
and by expreflive a&ions. A convi&ion thus
general, and fo well founded, muft have its

weight With every thinking perfon; and in--

~
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.de=d it was to be expeted from fuch events as
h_ave already been explained, and it gives pro-
bability to what the Evangelifts record. . It

may raile a moment’s doubt, that we hear no- -

thing of the relenting of the high prieft, and of
thofe who were the |mmedlau_ perfecutors of
our Saviour, but- this doubt will difappear
when we remember that they had all along re-
fifted the tulleft convi€ion, and moft undoubt-

cdevidence. It was theretore allowed in juft

Judgment, that their hearts, like the heart ot
Pharoah, (hould remain hardened and unre-~
lemmg But this does not weaken evndence
oxhervnfc umverlal 'md l.nexcepnonable

* We have now ﬁmﬂled the obfervations by~
which we meant to illuftrate this paffage, and
may learn from what has been faid, how far’
the faéts which have now been explained, and
the impreflion which they made on (pe&ators,
ought to affect us,

Thefe are the feal of heaven te the charalter
of Jefus. They rmove ‘the reproach’of the
crofs ; they put honour upon his perfon ; they
enhance the value of his fuﬁenngs.

Whll& we follow our Saviour to Calvary, '

and contemplate the thame and ignominy; the
pain and diftrefs; the infult and cruelty with
_ which he was overwhelmed ; let us immedi-
ately recollect the darknefs wluch prevailed at
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-mid-day, the quaking of the earth, the rend-
ing of the rocks, the veil of the temple torn
by an invifible hand, the uncommon manner
in which our Saviour died, and the dead arifing
from their graves, and appearing unto many;
and let the recollc@ion of thefe things fink
into our hearts, for they teftify that the Father
approved of the Saviour, and excepts of his
fufferings as the attonement for our guilt.
Let this, therefore, be -the language of our
faith, ¢ We believe, heavenly father, in him
«whom thou approveft, and receive him as
«our Saviour! May we be accepted in the
¢ beloved, and find in our own experience, the
s fufficiency of his attonement, and the effi-
¢« cacy of his grace! May we glory in his
¢ c10fs, being crucified by it unto the world,
¢and having the world crucified unto us!
¢« We yield ourfelves up as his willing peo-
« ple! Whether we live, may we live unto the
¢« Lord : or whether we di¢, may wedie unto the
«Lord: whether we live, therefore, or die,
¢ may weé be the Lord’s. Put thy law in
¢ our minds, and write it in our hearts; be our
*God; and may we be thy people! teach
‘s to know the greateft! and be merciful ta
¢ our _unrighteoufnefs—our fins and our ini-
qumes, remember no more !’
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DISCOURSE VIL

TFIE_S‘CR!PTUR/E, AN ANCIENT AND GE=-
o ) NUINE PRODUCTION.

AcTs xv. 21,

Mofes, of old time, hath in every city them that

© preach him, being read in the Synagogws every
Sabbath day.

IN thefe words, the apoftle James, in
acouncil affembled at Jerufalem, to decide on
fome difficulties which had -arifen in -the
church at Antioch, and were now under con-
fideration, aflerts that the Old Teftament was

-generally known, the book itfelf having for

a long time been in circulation, and the doc-

_trines which ‘it contained, ﬂrenuouﬁy incul-

cated, Mofes of old time, hath in every city them
that preach him, being read in the Syﬂagogue
e'uery fabbath day. '
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The antiquity of the fcriptures is evidentiy

taught in thefc words, and the great pains
which had been taken to tranfmit them uncor-
tupted through fucceedmg ages. The illef-
tration of thefe things is what I am at this
time, threugh Divine affiflance, to attempt. -

Confidering the fcripture as the oldeft book
in the world, it demands in this view, the
examination of the inquifisive, exclufively of
its higher demands, as a divine revelation.—
T he Jewifh religicn has been of long ltanding
and the Jews fo confirmed in the belief of its
divine origin, lhat no reproach nor fuﬁ"cnng
could root out this belict from their minds.
Blended with other nations, when it was for
their intereft to forget their own cuftoms and
religion, they have adhered flritly to both,
This is the more remarkable fince, except
chriftians, and chriftianity, it has happened to
no other people nor religion. Thefupport of
the fecular arm withdrawn, falfe religions
have difappearcd; but Judaifin, and chriftia-
nity, where Judaifmn is refined and perfeéted,
have been introduced with fuch atteftations
of their proceeding from God, that neither
change nor affli&tion have teen able to Ihake

-~ this plllar on which they reft.

The Jews were a very obftinate, and incre-
dulous people, without the ftrongelt cndencc:
of the divine authority of their law, thcy

-
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would ever have fubmitted tv fuch 2 numbes
of burdenfome and painful rites, which fe-
parated them from all other people, and placed
them in fome inftances, in a very rediculous
point of light.  There was a fettled opinion
among them, and a conftant tradition, that

God had fpoken to Mofes, and had done by -

him in Egypt, and in the wildernefs, what no
. man, unlefs authorifed by God, could have
done. This opinion and traditior gives the
greateft credibility of which it is capable to
y, the Mofaic hiftory.  The Greeks, from whom
all nations derive their learning, allow that
they had their letters from foreigners, which
letters are the fame as the Syriac or Hebrew.

Theancient Attic laws alfo, whence the Ro-.

man were afterwards taken, owe their origin
tothe laws of Mofes. Than thefe circum-
frances which are well authenticated by Gro-
tius, nothing can more convincingly eftablifh
the great antiquity of the writings of Mofes.
The authorities from which Moles drew his
hiftory before his owp time were good; and
charalter, as a hifterian, fince he neither
conceals his own faults, nor attempts any.
thing which could tend to aggrandize his fa-
mily, ftands very high. The tradition from
Adam to Mofes concerning the creation, and
" the fublequent events, paffed through tew, and
thefe judicious, credible perfons.  Methufe-
lah converled along timesboth with Adam and
Noah; Shem with Noah and Abraham ; Ifaac

~
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mr*
with Abraham and Jofleph; Absham with
Jofeph and Mofes. The information then
from Adam to Mofes paffed throngh four
perfons only, who Were pious.and intelligent,
who could not miftake the aceount, and were
every way difpofed to preferve it full, and un-
adulterated.  Befides, as fcience of every kind
originated from Egypt, and the eaftern coun-
tries, and as Mofes was deeply verfed in- all
their knowledge, in this reipe&; were his in-
fpiration out of view; he was well qualified
for the tafk which he had undertaken. A
little before his death Mofes wrote his law,
And it came to pafs, when Mafes had made an end
of writing the words of this law in a beok, until
they ‘were finifbed, then Mbfes commanded the
Levites, which bare the ark of the covenant of the
Lord, faying, Take this baok of the law, and pui
it in the fide of the ark of the covenant of the Lord
your God, that it may be there for a witnefs
againft thee. By thislaw their ritual was re-
gulated, and civil caufes tried: It was the
direCtory for their worfhip, and the guardian
of all.their priviliges. ' It was neceffary that a
copy of it fhould be in the hands of their
priefts, and rulers, befides the one lodged in
theark. Their chief magiftrate was obliged
to have one copy written with his own hand
to regulate him in the execution of his high.
office.  Under the corrupt princes the divine
law was much negle@ted. This had been

the cafe previoufly to Jehofaphat’s reign.

- .
t
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Yet the law was not lot.  Numbers appoint-
ed by this good king, had the book of the
law of the Lord with them, and went abour
throughout all the cities ot Judah, and taught
the people. The worlhip in  Hezekiah’s
reign, was hereby conduéted. His fucceffors,
- Manach and Amon, were enemies to this
baw; but it .was fought after by fofiah, and
ftri&ly obeycd. It was not loit during the
captwity, for Ezra regulated the worfhip of

the returning Jews according to this law.

Itincluded the whole books of Mofes: reca-
pitulating its coutents, Nchemiah takes no-
" tice of the Creation, of Abraham’s hiftory, and
of the depattuie of the Ifraelites from Egypt.
Antiochus defigned to deftroy the law, but
the exertions of Judas Maccabzus fruftrated
that defign ; copies of it has been multiplied.
The Jews had it with them in Judea, and in
their difperfions through every country, nor
was it long after Antiochus’s day, when the
Greek verfion of it was procured to enrich
the hbrary of one of the Polemfes of Egypt.

N The writings of Mofes have been in the
hands of the Jews, fince the firft ; many inte.
refts were iuvolved in preferving thefe una-
dulterated ; partlcularly as they contained their
title to a poflfefion in Canaan. Men are
very anxious to have titles ot this kind un-
doubted. -~ All this -anxiety was excited to
prevent, in the books I:)Tf which I fpeak, any
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alteration, or curruption ; circumcifion, in tfe
from the earliett ages, and facrifices of vari-
ous kinds; the obfervance of the.Sabbath
and ot different feftivals; the law of inheri-
tances, and the criminal law, owed either
their otigin or eftablithment to Mofes. Is
itpoffible that fuch things could have been
impofed upon a- people, had they been fic-
titious? Were thefe not ftanding preofs,
that Mofes did once live and legiflate? And
living and legiflating, miuft not the evidence
of his a&ing under divine authority have been.
ver'y ftrong, which- could overcome the moft
obftinate incredulity, and bend the neck of the
moft inflexible to a grievous yoke? Thisisa
weighty confideration. Itisforcibly urged againft
the Deifts by Mr. Charles Leflie, in a litde,.

" but ufeful treatife, called his fhort and eafy

method with them: And, indeed, it isa con-
fideration' which an attentive perfan cannos
get over.. By great peculiarities have the Jews
Been diftinguithed’ ever fince Mofes’s day,,
both in their own land, and when firangers
in other countries.. A reverence for Mofes
was tranfmitted from father to fon. Co-
temporaries knew that he was commiflioned
from God, and the impreflion coukld never be
worn out, even when itrefle@ted moft on their
conduét and pretenfions.

In the writings of Homer we have 3 gomt‘
account of Heathen. theology., Thefe wri-

A as -,
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tings are conf#ffedly the work of him whofe
_ name they bear, and allowed to be genuine and
ancient writings. But is the authenticity of
Homer any ways e‘qual to’ the authenticity of .
Mofes? Homer’s writings were found by )\/
Lycurgus the Lacedemonian lchﬂator, when
he failed into Afia, indetached pieces, handed
down by. tradmon only fifty years at leaft after
Homer’s death. Thefe pieces were pre-
férved in this detached ftate under feveral
titles, for the religious and political knowledge
which they contained, until at laf they were
divided by Pififtratus at Athens into two po-
ems. thelliad, and the Odyffey. This edition
wis corre@ed under Alexander the Great, and
alterwards further under one of the Prolemyes,
which laﬂ edition is now in the hands of the
learned. ~ Homer thus found, colle@ed, and
improved, isreceived as genuine.  He would
be thought a madman by whom ' this was
queftioned.  Yet it has not any of tie marks
of authenticity- which- belong to the writings
of Mofes ; h¢ wrote thefe with his own hand,
depofited them in the fan&uary, and left mo-
-numents of their truth, which -are preferved
through every ageand feen among all nations,
To refufe fuch evidence, isto be obﬂmately
;gnorant. That the Pemtateuch was writter by A
Mofes is confirmed by the higheft atteﬂahon :
of w hlch the thmg can admlt. - :

B
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"1 he authenticity of Mofes’s writings being
eftablithed, the authenticity of the ref will
follow. The Jews were then in pefleffion of
methods to determine what came from God,
and what was merely human. = Jothua wrote
the hiftory of his own timnes, and.ptobably the
“# laft chapter of Deuteronomy. The Pialins,
" prophecies, and hiftories of a private or public

nature, were written occafionally, and being
found genuine, were gradually received into
the Canon.  Ezra, after the captivity, began
to collect them together, giving a corre& edi-
tion of the fcriprure. He made great pro-
grefs in this work, which was compleated,
fome years alter, probably by Malachi. The
whole was divided into {c&ions, and from this
period read regularly in the Synagogues, un-
til our Saviour’s appearance, whoallowed their
authentncnty

The hints now thrown out, muft go far
in eftablithing ‘any by whom they are confi-
dered in the belief that the Ol Teftament
is a genuine, and an ancient book l proceed
10 fpenk of the N ews

It is the concurrent tefhmony of Jews
and Gentiles, of friends and enemies; that Jefus
Chriftlived in Judea, in the reign of Tiberius
Cazfar, "and fuffered under Pontius Pilate;

"The account of his fufferings and death was
tranfmitted to the emperor by the governor .

<7
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of ]'udca, and was extant when Joftin Mar-
‘tyr wrote, who appeals to it, in his apology
for chriftianity, addrefled to the Roman fenate.
Equally evident is it that this fame Jefus at-
ter his death, -was reverenced, was worfhip-
ped, was obeyed by multitudes who bore his
name ~ Their hiltory is interwoven with the
hiflory of the empire.  Chriftians were focund
in the palace, and in the army, among the
polite and the rude, the ignorant, and the well
informed.  Edi@s were repeatedly iffued

- againft them, and ftrictly executed ; yet they

m\nlnphcd and handed down their religion,
through every fucceeding generation, until

the time in which we live. The doétrines

which Jefus taught, and which chriftians be-

S are contained in the New Teftament.

It is not certain at what time the books of
the New Teftament were colle@ed into one
volume. This we know that before the mid-
dle of the fecond century, thefe books were
generally read in every chriftian fociety
throughout the world, and were accounted
a divine rule of faith and manners. Eufebius
exprefsly affirms, in his Ecclefiaflical hiftory,
that John gave his approbation to the gof-
pels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, which
difcountenances the fenfelefs jeer that Luke
was received into the church by one vote on-
ly. The gofpel had been in general circulati-

- on, and-receiving the apoftle John’s approbati-

on, he added his own as a fupplement to the

£
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reft. The othet books of this voluthe were
probably colleéted at the fame time, and fan&i-
oned by the fame authority. Spurious pro-
dutions early appeared. ‘Thefe are eafily de-
te@ed. The churchesto whom the epiltles
were written prelerved them with care, and
communicated them to others : any d.fliculty
arifing, the truth was eafily traced up to the
fource, when ecither the apoftles’s own wri-
tings, or evidence equally weighty, put the
matter out of doubt : fome of the epifties being

queltioned, after a2 minute mveﬂlgatmn, theu- »

authenticity was afcertained, and they were uni.
verfally received into the facred Canon. The
early ages of chriftianity had great opportu-
nities of afcertaining whether the books of: the
New Teltament were written by thofe who

bear their names, and it was the opinion of -

thofe in thefe eatly ages, whether friepds of

enemies; that they were. Chriftians them-.

felves acknowledged them as’ fuch. Neither
Jews nor Gentiles raifed any controverfy on
this fubje&, Julian who had apoftatized from

: chnﬁxamty, and becameits embittered enemy,

trankly confeffes that Peter and Paul, Mat-

. thew, Mark, and Luke wrote the books ‘read

in chriftian affenblies under their name.  Dr!
Whitby has tmany quotationsin proof of this,
particularly Dr. Lardner. Thofe whoare in-

quifitive after fuch mfoxmatwn m1y ccnfult
thefc aulhors.

~
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It was {o ordered in the divine providence
that the firlt ages conld receive the truth of
the golpel hiftéry, through few, and very vene-
rable witnefles. John who converfed intimates
Iy with our Saviour, lived until the year too.
His difciple Polycarp, who converfed alfo with
others of the apoltles, lived till the year 167;

Fromeus, the difciple ofe Polycarp, iill the Jrernau

year 202. Upon his ‘martyrdom Origin ap-
peared and advocated chriftianity very fuccefs-
fully tor fifty-two years.  Paul, the famous her-
mit, retired a little before Origin’s death, from
the Decian perfecution, and lived until the
year 343, about which period the empire
embraced the chriftian revelation. This is
one channel through which our Saviour’s hiftery
might be preferved unadulterated, and whence
inquifitive perfons might acquire the fulle®
fatista@ion. Upon this, Mr. Addifon lays
great ftrefs. It deferves an attentive regard,
upon the fathers of the ‘church, whafe infor-
mation was fo good, we may, certainly for
hiftorical fa&s, entirely depend. It is their
unanimous voice, that the fcriptures of the
New Teftament as now received, were writ.
ten by the perfons who bear their names, and
were appealed to, as divinely wnfpired wri-
tings.

Some inftitutions. alfo, originating from our
Saviour’s time, and fill prelerved in the
church ; fuch as the obférvancs of the Lord’s
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day, the facrament of baptifin, and of the
Lord’s fupper, give great credibility to the gof-

pel hiftory, and .to the peculiar dorines by
which it is diftinguifhed.

The only remaining enquiry is, have thefe
wntmgs, and inftitutions, been-hande.i down
unadulterated ?  Are they no ways (urmpted
nor changed? Can wé receive them as genu-

ine, and pure? -

Some circumftarices ought to have great
weight in attending to thele enquiries. The
writings of Mofes, when once received, could,
in no material point be altered, fince the ori- .
ginal copy was facredly pieferved in the ark,
to which an appeal mlght always be made,
-fince many copies were in the hands of their
magiftrates and prieftsj fince it was the tenyré
on which they held their lands, and the di-
re&ory for their worihip; fince the Samari-
tans, the bitter enemies of the Jews, had
among them copies of thefe writings, which’
they confidered as facted. The remembrance
‘of a whole nation mult have been firit entirely
obliterated, attachment to ancient .pratices
removed; an indifference become univerfal to
thefe titles, which fecured them in iheir. pof<
feflions, and connivance be found among in-
veterate enemies, before fuch corruptions’
could take place. Sich things were impolifi=
ble, Thp Jewsin copying the facred volumey
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fiumbered the words and letters, as well as
fentences.  Reproving the Jews for many
crimes, our Saviour never once blamed themn
for ; corrupting the facred texr.  They had
made it void by their traditions, but the text
remained in its original ftate, and was approv-
ed of on all occalions, by our Saviour, and by
his apoftles. As it was not corrupted then it
“could not afferwards, when copies thereof were
multiplied, and in all hands, whether Chrifti-
ans, Heathens or Jews.

The writings of the New Teflament have
been guarded with equal care. They could
never originally have been admitted, *had not
the fa&ts which they relate, the do&rines

which they inculcate, and the precepts which

they prefcribe, been-confonant with the facls,
the do&rines, and the precepts, related, incul-
cated and prefcribed, by thofe-who firft fpread
the golpel ; and when admitted, without an
agreement of all the world ; for-the fcriptuves
had foon a general circulation, thefe could
not have been falfified. That Copyjefts have
committed blunders, that errors have crept in
through the prefs, is not, and cannot be denied.
1t could not have been otherwife, without a
conftant miracle. This was not neceflary.
Thefe writings are as corre& and pure, as
any of equal flanding, nay, much more fo;
mankind having every thing at flake, in ‘thefe
writings, have tr’anfmit(l)ed them from father
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to fon, with the utmoft care. It would be
accounted a petulance, very unworthy of an.
honeft enquirer, to reje& as fpurious, the llead
or the /neid, becaufe fome errors have crept
into the copies which are in our hands; the
petulance is the more inexcufable, when the
fcriptures are in. queftion, which are more ex-
empt from fuch errors than thefe other wri-
tings, and come down to us with marks of
the higheft authenticity,

Had not the fubje&@ been of fuch impor-
tance, I fhould not have treated of it at fuch
length, and indeed it might be illuftrated inr

other ways, confidering the ufe of reafon in |

religion, and fhewing how much a good life
“prepofiefles a man in favour of the gofpel
‘whilft a bad lifc inclines him to difbelieve it
but enough has been faid to dire@ the ferious
enquirer,and we might fpeak for ever before
others will be perfuaded to open their eyes o
the light which falls from every quarter on
this fubje&.

I therefore dlfm;fs the fubje& at prel'ent,
teftifying, from the fullét conviion, that
thefe writings are indeed, the word of God,
that they are the only fafe guide through the
darknefs experienced in this world, that by
them, afterwards we fhall affuredly be judged,
and according to their decifion, fhall either
fand or fall.
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DISCOURSE VIIL

THE USE OF REASON IN RELIGION.

]on xi- 12,

For vain man would be wife, Ibougb man be bam
{ Itke a wx/d qﬂés f] coll

'\' V E have in thefe words the fitvati-
on of man naturally, as he comes into the
“world. ¢ born like a wild affes’ colt,”—ard
his arrogant pretenfions, ¢ vain man would
‘be wife.”’—1 fhall attempt at prefent, through
divine affittance, the ulluﬂranons ot each of
tllefe particulars. :

Man naturally, as he comes into the world,
is likened in my text to the wild affes’s colt.
Sottifh is this animal, and fubborn. Therein
isit chara&eriftical of human nature. = What
fo helplefs as' the infant,” furnithed with eyes,
hands and feet? It can neither diftinguith
one obje& from another, nor handle what is
before it, nor walk. - To the mind belongs
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many eminent qualities. In infancy thefe lie
dormant; thereis no trace of reafon. The future

' phllofopher, or the future idiot is not at this pe-

riod tobe known.  They are fuperior in no-
thing, to the lower orders of creation. In
fome refpets they are their inferiors.” The
perfe& ufe of any fenfe, of of any member is
acquired in a very gradual manner, © The im-
provement of the mind, is flill more gradual.
Itis a long time before we attain any ufeful
knowledge. Some, even after-a long " lifes
know very little.  The moft knowing, find
that they know in part only. The prefent
flate, in reference to the future,’ siles little,

. even when eminently improved, zbove the

ftate of infancy: in' reference to manhood,
This has readily been confeffed by all- who
have given the miatter any degree of - attention,
whether they have enjoyed the direftion of a
divine revelation, or have been’ direGted by
natural religion only. = Paul’s fentiments on
this fubje& are well khown. Speaking of
endowments which rendered the “poffeffcr in
his day, - célebrated and ufeful, he fpeaks of
them. as adapted to an -infant ftate only, and
ready foon.to be laid afide, and forgotten.
Fohether, fays be, there be prophecies, they fhall

Jail, whether there be itongues, they fball ceafes

whether there  be knowledge, it fhall vanifh
away.  Forwe know in pari, and we prophecy in
part. But when that which s perfelt is come
then that which -is in part fhall be done away.
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Hhen I was a child, I fpake as a child, I under-
Sood as a child, I thought as a child; but when
A became a man, 1 put away childifb things.
For now we fee as through a glafs darkly; but
then face toface: now lknow in part ; but then
Shall 1 know even as alfo I am known, Of
thole who were left to the ditates of natural
religion, Socrates was the moft penetrating,
and moral, yet he frankly ackuowledged on
all occafions, that his knowledge, by no means

deferved the name. It aftonithed him to hear

that the oracle had prnnounced him « the

wifelt of men.” It mult be,” faid this dif-

tinguithed man, * becaufe I have found out

that I know nothmg
x

Mankind thus helplefs and ignorant in the |

infant ftate, and acquiring, even when moft
improved by religious and phnlofophlcal know-
ledge, comparatively very inconfiderable ats

tainments, are too head-firong. It isbut litke -

they know, nor are they anxious after know-
ledge.  Much time and pains have been
thrownaway on numbers. The darknefs of
their minds has been tco grofs to penetrate ;
and their difpofitions too ebdurate to receive
any polith.  When families or tribes, ‘have
long feparated from the reft of mankind, they
have generally funk into a favage ftate, in
which the man has been degraded into the
animal, and the highly boafted gitt .of reafon
been hardly difcernable. A generalintercourfe

.
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with different nations preferves appearances, °
But even this is not fufficient. The united
effort of the reafon of nations celebrated as
polite, has left men under the influence of

" the moft abfurd opinions and corrupt prattices.

Bewildered as mankind grein their opinions, .
and degenerated in their pradtices, their pre-
tenfions are high and arrogant. Vain man
would be wife”—he ventures upon the moft
abftrufe {ubje@s—no guide is fuppofed necef-
fary—he can guide his own fteps—providence
has put the maiter to an iffue. - The Gentile
world had originally a fimple and difin& tra-
dition, concerning the ¢reation of the world,
and the obje& of worfhip; what they faw

of God’s works; what' they experienced of

his providence, confirming that tradition ought
to hiave rendered them devout, thankful, and
obedient.  Such' the tendency of their: advan:
tages. And nothing prevented their operating
thus, but man’s vanity. He would not keep
to the fimple truth, but muft blend it with his
own inventions. . One invention was intro-
duced after another, until the truth was {o en=
tirely difguifed that it could not be known:
Syphis, a king of Egypt, near Abraham’s time,
firft ventured on ‘fuch bold pra&ice.s Kings
and philofsphers; in after ages, trod too exaltly
in his foot-fteps, forming a monftrous fabrick;
ot which we nave a fad pi@ure in the Epiftle
to the Romans. The apoftle fpeaks of the
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Heathen wotld.  Profeffing themfelues 1o be
wife, they became fools ; And changed the glory of
the uncorruptible Gad into an image made like to
corrupiible man, and to birds, and four-footed
beafls, and creeping things. Andeven as they did
not like to retain God in their knowledge , God gave
them over to a reprobate mind, to do thefe
things. which are nat convenient: Being filied
with all unrighteoufnefs, fornication, wickednefs,
gwetaq/’neﬁ, malicioufefs: full of envy, murder,
debate, deceit, malignity, whifperers, backbiters,
haters of God, defpiteful, proud, boaflers, inven-
ters of evil things, difsbedient to parents, without
underflanding, covenant-breakers, without natural
aff tion, implacable, unmerciful: Who knowing
the yudgment of God, (that they which commit
Juch things are worthy of d:alb) not only do
the fame, but have p/eq/ure in them that do
them.

Whether mankind’s advantages have been
greater or lefs, the improvement of them
through a vain imagination, has been negle&-
ed. The apoﬂle Paul, beheld. the working of
this difpofition in his own day. Folly was
dlgmﬁed with high founding titles; fhill it
was folly. Revelation no where difcourages
ufeful knowledge, whatever is for the conveni-
ence and happinefs of man, either in this
world or in the next, has its countenance, and
approbation. But fpeculations which. inflame

-men’s pride, and corrupt their condu& are uni-
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Jormly difcountenanced as unfit for them, and
of pernicious confequence. * Beware,” fays
the apoftle, « left any man fpoil you through
« philofophy, and vain deceit.””  Again,
w Avoid profane, and vain babblings, and oppo-
« fitions of fcience, falfely 1o called.” And

" again, * Neither give heed to fabics, and end-

« lefs genealogies, which minifter queltions,
v yather than Godly edifying.”” Infuch ad-
monitions the fcriptures by no means difcou~
rage any ufeful knowledge, more than phyfi-
cians do, who guard - againfl dangerous pre-
tenders to their art. A philofophy which

. difguifes the truth, and depraves the prattice,

‘but which has always been in too much re-
pute, is certainly pernicious, incurring jultly,
that cenfure thrown wupon it in the (cripture..

Having Rated thefe few fa&s which give a
mortifying view of human nature; it will be
meceffary to find out, if puflible, what is'meant
by * reafon,” ‘which is fo much fpoken of,
and oppofed, by numbers, very improperly, to
gevelation.  Reafon is :that intelle@ual princis
ple wiich raites-us above ‘mere animal nature.
Jrcapacitates us for receiving valuable know-
dedge. Itisour diftinguithing chara&ereftic.
It advances usinthe [cale-of being. We do
Jot depreciate this principle, for it 1s our glory.
‘Let its .operations be .natural, without any
force or.improper biafs, and it will operate for
our advantage.
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I have conﬁdered reafon as that capacity of
the toul, whereby we receive knowledge. It
has its particular {phere. The {un diffules its
heat aad light to a certain length in fpace.
At a certain pornt its influence ceales. The
eve takes in alinited view: Beyond this vifi-
on cannot reach. . The vibrations which pro-
duce found, aff & the air to a precife extent.
Angclsaré capable of certain kinds of know-
ledge’, and in a certain degree. This capau 'y
is diffrent in different orders; in all it is finite.
Some things exceed their reach To them,
thefe are intomprehenfible.  Every thing has’
its bound, whether it be the material {vftem,
“or intelle@ual capacity.. It belongs to the di-
vine mind only to be infinite in its capacitics,
and perfeition.

This is fo evident, that T need not attempt
any illvftration. The fub e& had not at all
been introduced; were there not genera'ly a
very improper way of expreffing ourfclves, -
man conceiving fo extrava.antly of realcn, as
to placc it on the throne of God, and to wor=
“thip this deity of their own creation. It was
a humour of the fame kind in our firlt parents,
who expe&ed to deify themfelves by difi.bedi-
ence. Letme here propofe a few plain en-
quiries. There-is no doubt but men have
been in poifetTon of reafon from the firll.
Were ancient legiflators, and philofaphers in-
debted for their know}gigc, wheicby. they be-

——— o
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. came very.ufeful and celebrated, to their own'
“ reafoning? By no means. They travelled
from one country to another, colleting care-
fully, ‘uch tradition* as had efcaprd the hand
of time, and treafurmg thefe in their minds,
tormed from that fource, thejr fyftems of le-
giflation, and of wildom. What kind of re-
ligion ongmated from the fpeculations of
men, who laying afide tiadition, and- -every fo-
reign affi ftance, depended wholly upon them-
felves? It was the moft monftrous which can
be imagined; the creature was miftaken for
the Creator; a four footed beaft for the objeé’
of worthip ; a creeping infe& for. the eternal
thind. Has this principle an energy in our
day which it had net in formerdays? I'am’
niot fenfible thiat it has. Dignified with &
oud title, it is not more * The Age of Rea-’
fon” than other ages. “The Age of Reve-
Tutions,” would: ‘have been a more chara&erifti- -
cal title,” Is the book which compliments fo-
highly the age in which we live, a-fpecimen of
enlightened reafon? It is fuch a fpecimen as’
eﬁ'rontery, and’ 1grtorance of the fubjett can
give. Whether this ignorance be pretended '
orreal, I thall not determine, - but it is grofs
and lamentable..  Having fpoken of the Old
Teftament; the author intreduces anew fub-
jebt. «So much,” fays-he, * for the Bible.”
I'now proceed to the New Teftament.  Afto-
nifhi ing! Doestie not knew even thie titlé of:
- book with which he contends. ¢ The
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Bible” is the general name, including both the
‘Old and the New Teftament, and puts a2 mark
of diftin&ion on thefe writings. The au-
thor quibbles at thetitles Old and New Tefta-

ment ; greater and leffer prophets.  This quib- .

ble arifes from waiit of information. ~Thefe
title- are notin the text, but mark -out certain
_books: doing this, they anfwer the purpole of
names, and no more; but the writings them.
felves-are no more accountable for thefe names,
than the writings of Homer for the names
{Odiffey, and Iliad, given them long after the
‘author’s death. ~ The nineteenth pfalm is
celebrated as an original piece of deiftical com-
pofition, althoughthatpfalmbe written exprefs-
ly to fhew the excellency of revelation. The
author ridicules the fyftem of revelation by
placing, perhaps,'ina proper light, the inventi-
.ons of men, wha ehjoy this revelation. - This

is neither candid norjuft.” ‘We have nothing

to do with the fyflems of men. "Let us cone
fine ourfelves to our bibles, Domg this, a

great part of his ridicule is lof. "I would call
no man mafter on earth; ‘not éven Calvin
himfelf. To thelaw and to the prophets, I
appeal. Had this been done, the book dig-
nified with a proud title, had never appeared.
Ttis contended that our Saviour did not mean
to die, for his enemies could not have difcovered
the lurking places, to which he had retired,
without the affitance ot a treacherous difciple’
This is intolerablel  Is it not known that oug

v
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Saviour on every-day of .that week, on which
_ he tuffercd, entered publickly the city of Jeruz

falem, with his difciples ; walked through the
ftreets, not.in difguife, but attended with the
thouts of multitudes, repaired to the temple,and
taught withintrepility, and frecdom from morn-
ing to night3  The book itfelf, which this
prefumptuous writer has fent forth, affords the
- belt anology for fuch ignorance, of which the
narure of the thing can admit; declaring, - that
- the author had for fome time declined having
a bible 1n his pofleflion; and could not, where
ke was, procure a copy. - Is it reafonable: to
condemn, upheard? - To decide, ,without exa-
mining? Top take things for granted, which
are abfolutely falfe, and to found on. them a
fyftem -derogatory-to the honour of our holy.
religion? It this be realon, I renounce it. as
unworthy of notice.. Let the author I fpeak
of, be its {ole poffeffor, it can neither do him
nor any body elfe, any ‘material benefit.

Whatever revolutions have lately taken
place, proceed nct, I apprehend, merely from:
the principle ot *reafon.” If they did, we:
thould fee an uniform fyftem, wifely contrived,
fteadily profecuted, and beautifully completed, .
Nothing of all this appears. Thefe eventg
have arifen from the impulfe of the moment..
‘The firft caufes.of thefe, had not in yiew what
afterwards took place, and the iffue may be:
=altly different trom what the prefent agents in




them pronofe. The fa®is, the world is po-
veoned by an invifible acent, who ufes men a$
his initroments, and prefides over™ the wild
tumnlt of padion and folly, te introduce his.
own defigns, and perfet his own work, ~ *

It appears from thefe obfervations, that
reafon has not that abfolute controul over ei-
~ ther religious, or civil matters, which fome
men would affert.  Secret fprings, generally
unaoblerved, produce eff:&s which aftonith the
‘world.  Although manknd be agents in what
is going on, and nearly concerned, neither is
the plan theirs, nor the completion of that
plan. It is airogant to aflume to human ei-
fort, that in which they are merely inftru-
ments, and however brilliant, and even ulfeful,,

would foon come to nought, were it not part, -

of the divine plan, in governing the warld.

" We mnft recur them to our firflt obfervati-
on, that reafon is that principle, which capa-
citates mankind for receiving knowledge,
This principle has been greatly perverted,
both_in apoflute angels, and in fallen man.’
They fee things ina falfe light; and from their
miftaken apprehenfions, they raife fyflems of
a monftrous and ruinous kind. What the
eye is to the body, realon is to the foul. It
the eye be difeafed, the body has no diltin&
vifion. If reafon be perverted, the foul is de-
‘eeived by erroncous fyflems. It is gratifying.
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fo the pride of mankind, to form fplendid fyf-
tems out of their vain fpeculations. Thus
they thicken the darknefs which already over-
clouds their minds. “They ought to acquaint
themfelves with fimple falts, and let thefe lead
them tothe truth, * I have in the courfe of the
prefent examination, mentioned a_ number  of
topics, whence adivine revelation may be ar-
gued. Itisthebufinels of reafor to fift the
matter thoroughly, and to fee how far a divine
revelation may be argued from thefe ropics.

- Convinced that the claim is not vain, but that
. there are writings which proceed from Geod,

then, reafon will fugge®t the "neceflity and
wildom of yielding ourfelves up to the direéti-
on which thefe afford, vnthout a murmunng

_ thought, or contentious word. " The writings,

whofe divine authority I have auempted to
vindicate, are introduced with a few plain

" fa@s, from thefe a fyftemr of religious and mo- -

ral duties is deduced. Thefe fa&s are firft
principles. Let their nature be well afcer-
tained. They open the way for further dif-
coveries. The foundation laid on arock, the
fabrick will refit the moft threammg, and
violent ftorms,

In adivinerevelation wemay well expe& fome
aﬂom(hmg difcoveries. -All nature is involved -
in myflery.  We penetrate very little into
what falls under our obfervation in the hea-
vens,on the earth, or through the fea. It
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we reje every thing which exceeds our un
derltanding, we ‘muft reje® the exiftence o?
God, for we cannot conceive how any Bcing
could have exifted from eternity, without any
caufe of its exiftence ; we mutt reje& the whole
fyltem of the univerfe, for we have no idea of
the manner in which fuch a fyltem was pro-
duced, was organized, or is preferved in its
prefent ftate, the union of foul, of body, can-
not be admitted, for we can neither apprehend
the natur= theréof, nor give an account of it.
Let the fame humout be indulged, the man
will become not adeiff only, but a feepric, and
€ven an atheifi.

1 can fee nothi’ng unreafonable in fuppofing

that the God-head fhould be to a finite capaci-

ty incomprehenfible. I cannot comprehend
the human, and how can I the divine nature
The {cripture afferts oné God. In the God-§

head the fcripture fpeaks of the Father, the Son,

and the Holy Ghoft. 1 receive this-on the credit
of fcripture. I have found the fcripture to be
a divine revelation. I fubmit therefore to its
inftru@ion. A child muft receive many things
on the credit of the parent, a {cholar on the
credit of the teacher. Muft I reje what ex.
ceeds my underftanding, when God only is
fpeaking? This ought rather to bé 4 new

motive te acquiefce. Infinite wifdom cannot

deceiveme. Whatis taught me, I may notknow

now, but I thall know afferwards. I fee alightin’

/
i

(%
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ﬁ'npure, I fo“ow wh( ther it leads, vmhoutdlf
truft. Ttfhallleadto heaven. The fameubferva-
fions apply to the atonement which I have now
made concerning the God head. The rea-
fons for this: :wonderful dipentation, I eannot
afcertain, I receive it as a part of divne re-
velation, It muft be nec:ﬂa:y It gives me.
hope and refrefhment.. . It invigorates the
foul, and leads to a holy life; it momﬁe< me
to the mortal lif'e. and awakes in me immor.
tality., I recetve the doctiine as div ne. . It
exceeds my comprehtnﬁon now, but it fhall
be part of my entertainment atterwards to fee
it unfolded: until then I give mylelf up to di-
vme dire&ion. This I ought to do, as an

ot

emng and guilty creature; * not my wiil,” -

is my daily language, * thine be dou.e.”

My text difcovers the great caufe why men
rejed the feripture. < They would be wife, -

although they be born as the wild affe:’s col:.”
Remedying this dileafe, the fcriptare requires,

« It any man among you' feemeth 10 be wife -
in this world, let’ him become a fool that pe -
may be wife.” Let overgrown conceits of his -

own wifdom be laid afide, that he may fub-

mit him(elf, in the moft unreferved manacr, to
the divine diretion. * Veiily,” faid our Saviour

to his defciples, * exccpt ye be converted,

*“and become as /iftle children, ye fhall not en-

« ter into the kmgdom of heaven.” Lmle

L N 1 o - U
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children are wholly under the dire@ion and
authority ot their parents, whom they believe,
whom they obey; equal confidence, equal
fubmiffion is due from creatures to the Crea-
tor, and they can never be either happy, or
‘fafe, whillt it is otherwife.” On this principle
-is the general language of fcripture, ¢ who-

foever exaleth himfelf fhall be abafed, and -

he that humbleth himfelf fhall be exalted.”
Perfons of an humble difpofition have great
encouragements. ¢ To this man will I look,

¢ faith the Lord; even to him that is poor and of X

«a contrite {pirit, and trembleth at my word.”

A different difpofition incurs God’s difpleafure. -

He challenges it as his own prerogative to
look on every one that is proud, and bring
him low.  He thall defpife theirimage. The
day of vengeance thal! burn them up; it fhall
leave them neither root nor branch.
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"DISCOURSE IX.
A: MORAL !.}'FB ]’J!SPOSETH A MAN T6

RECEIVE, BUT AN IMMORAL, TO RE+
JECT THE GOSPEL.

IlOHN vii. 16. 17.

.(fly( dolirine is mot mine, but bis that Jent me..
If any man will do his will, be fhall know of
the doftrine, whether it be of God, or whether

L peak of myfelf.

I N thefe words our Saviour addrefles
himfelf to the Jews. Nothing can be con-
ceived more obftinate than their oppofition,
both to his perfon and do&rine. This op-
pufition is here afcribed to their lives. Wick-
ed themfelves, they could not endure the holi-
nefs required in the de&rine, and exemplified
in the chara&er of Jefus Chrift. Let them
ceafe to do evil, that they may be open to con-

vi€tion: and that' the truth may break with

irrefiftible evidence upon their minds. Mp
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dotrine is not mine, but his that Jent me..

If any manwill do bis will, be fhall knsw of the

doctrine, whether it be of Gad, or whether I fpeak
g’ myfelf. .

Difamrﬁng from thefe words, I fhall endea-
vour, through divine affiltance, to illuftrate the

import of doing the will of God, and to dif-
cover how far fuch condu&@ difpofeth us for

‘receiving the dodtrine of Chrift, as divine,

The way of holinefs is fo plain, that the
wayfaring man, though a fool, cannot err

therein. Few are the rules of condu&, and

eafy ; level to every capacity; intelligible by
every underftanding; he may run that readeth
them. To one principle, to one word may
the whole be reduced—¢ Love.” He that
Ioveth hath fulfilled the law. It is equally
effetual whether God or Chrift, ourfelves or
others be ‘in gueﬁion. Perfons of the beft
capacity, and of the greateft refinement, know
well, that there is not a more difficult thing
than to ‘arrefl” the operations of their own
minds, and to determine accurately concern-

‘ing them. Should I enquire of any now hear.

ing me, Do you love God? or Chrift? your-
felves. or others?.  You would probably hefi-
tate ; the anfwer is connefted with a number
ot conclufions which ought previoufly to be
drawn. Let me fimplify the queltion, and
enquire, Have you any reafon far the exercife

of this affe@ion? And is your conduct corref-

{
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rondent? Your reply brings us dire@ly to
the point.  You know there is reafon for the
exercife of this affeCtion. By the mind, yeu
rank higher than the beaflls of the field, or’
the fowls ot heaven; you are thus a-kin to
angels, This is the choiceft gift of God;
it has been ftamped with his own image. The
body is adapted to oir circomftanees on earth,
and furnifhed with fuch members, fuch fenfes,
fuch capacifies, as promote our convenience,
and comfort, The peace of the mind, the
welfare of the body, are the care-of God,
Both are confidered in the conflitution:of thig
lower world ; and there isa better world where
the ills incident to this are fully remedied-
When thefe circumftances are known, can:
any thing be imagined more natural than
worfhip and fervice?  Let men only be per-
fuaded of their relation to God, and of the
obligations under which, as individuals, as fa<
milies, as larger focieties,: he has laid them
and that thefe obligations are multiplied every.
day, every hour, every inflant, they muft im-
mediately perceive, that .prayer and praife,
reverenceand obedience,love andconfidence, in
the clofet, in the family, in the church, in the.
more private or public walks of life, are equal-
ly rational, pleafant, and indifpenfible. Were
not men very inconfiderate, they wounld ne« |
ver forget God. Precepts for the perferm-

ance of fuch duties as I have been Rating,
would ‘hardly be requifite. To thefe you
would naturally beimpelled.  If you be hupe. =
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gry, need you be commanded to eat, or thirfly,
todrink? If languid and weary, is it neceffary
to prefs you, by perfuafions, and entreaties,
by promifes, andJ threatnings, to receive cor=
diais, or to take reft? No In fuch cira
cumitances, fuchcondu@ is as neceflary and
natural, as it i$ to breathe ; equally fo, are all
the duties of rtligion to thc, perfon who con-
fiders his obligations to God, both for exift-
ence, and for whatever rendcns exiltence a
blcﬁ'ng

Our relation to God, and the obligations
under which he has laid us, are eafily under-
flood. They do not exceed the reach of the
meaneft capacity. Are we equally related,

- equally obligated to Jefus Chrit?  An an

fwerto this cannot be given, without recol-
le&ing an zra in the hiftoryof mankind, morti-
fying in the higheft degree, and pernicious.
We :re toffed.about hy furious paflions, be-
trayed by vielent appetites ; we are fubjedted
fo vanity, Fiom the mind, and from the
body; from ourfelves, and from others; frem
the flate of things here, from what are appre-
hended fhall be the flate of things hereafter,
originate, troutlefone, conftant, and various
evils. It was nct fo fiom the fuflt. Man
was made upright; he was placed in the
midft of delights. - All within, all without,
what he then enjoyed, what he knew
he fhould afterwards enjoy, confpired to
complete his happine(s. Being in honour

*
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he abode not. He rebelled againft the Crea-
tor; with a dafing rathnefs he touched, he
tafted the fruit which, on the fevereft penaltics,
was prohibited. * " Since that momeni, man
fides with fallenangels.  Painful is the repre-
fentation given of human nature by the apof-
tle, but it is drawn from real life. He repre-
fents it to be * carthly, fenfual, and devilifp.”
The mifery in which wé were {unk, the ruin
in which we were overwhelmed, excited the
pity of Jefus; he undertook our deliverance.
I think I hear him addrefs his father, ©Let
the condemnatory fentence, which they have
«incurred, fall upon me; let thy fword awake
« again(t thy fellow ; let it imite the fiepherd ;
« let my life be taken fortheirlite, my blood for
« their blood ; accept of my interceffions in their *
« behalf ; let them be renewed, let them be fanc-
« tified, let them be juftified through the merit
«of my death, and the operations of my {pirit,
«and be thou glorified in me, and I in them.”
The Father accepted of the Son’s interpofiti-
on. He invefted him with the mediatorial
office. Through his death, through his in<
terceflion, through his prevailing influence,
men are refcued from ruinj are received intg’
favour, are prepared for heaven. Leta man
once be fenfible of his guilty, miferable fitua-
tion. Let him behold the Saviour’s’ interpo-
fition, as warding off eternal deftru@ion, and
reftoring the privileges which he had forfeited,
he muft, with the utmoft ardour, recognize his
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deliverer, and entruft with him his recovery.
Believing in Chrift, is particularly fpoken of
as the work, by which God is more immedi-
ately honoured. The ftupidity, and ingrati-
tude of hearing with indifference, of fucha
falvation, and fuch a Saviour, excites the
apoltles’s indignation, who pronounces the
doom, which a2 mement’s refle®ion muft dif-
cover to be unavoidable. * It any man love not
¢ the Lord Jefus Chrift, let him be Anathema
Ma%atha.” Let him remain under the curfe,
and in his own perfon, feel what his difobe-
dience incurs,

The love of God, and of Chrift, inftantly
fuggelts the obligation under which we are
laid to both, and the duties by which this ob-
ligation is beft fulfilled. Self love is a prin-
ciple diftin& from cither of the two I have
mentioned. It has a precife obje@®. The
peace and welfare of the body and of the mind,
areintended ; of thefe felf love is the guardi-
an; it is aware of danger, and avoids it; it
examines 'in what courfe fafety may be
expelled, and determiues to that courfe rather
than any other. The vindiive, and intem-
perate a& againtt its diGtates. Both do vio-
lence to themfelves ; both feel that they are
wretched. Than the prinziple I fpeak of,
there is nota ftronger in human nature.  You
have felt its influence. It has rendered you ac-
tive, vigorous, and perfevering.  Placing in the



(i3 )
thind itfelf, fuch a guardian ot our welfare, ¢
an inftance of the goodnefs of God. Sur-
prifing is it to me, that fome thould reduce all
the principles of a&ion to this one. The
fove of God, the love of Chrift, the love of
others, are all diltin& principles from the love
of ourfelves. “They are by no means difcord..
‘dant. The one fecures our duty to God, the
other our duty to Chnft, the third, our duty
to ourfelves, the fourth, our duty one to ano-
ther. Dcficient in any ot thefe principles,
there is a defe@ in the eharaGter.  When each
is in exercife, the glory of God, and the hap-
pinefs of our own rature, are fully eftablithed.
The felfith feem 10 be the leaft horoarabie of
all the principles of human a&ion. Their
‘operations, not interfering with the operations
of higher principles, ¢annot be fuppofed dif

pleafing to God;; nay, he takes pleafure in ouf .

happinefs, and in every thing whereby it is
promoted.  Prudent fleps for this purpofe,
cannot be negleGed without tranfgrefling his

'poﬁtive command.

Our relation to our fellow men, may eafily be
undeiflood. We fpring from the fame parent,
and travel the fame road; we are neceffary to
each other.  All orders are ufetul in their

- place.  The rich or poor, the trong or weak,

the man of eminent or moderate abilities, may

advance the common welfare. Let us once

be eftablifhed in this truth, and we will be in«

.
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cline1 notonly to refpe& even the meaneft of
our brethren, but alfs be roufed to perform our
part, in direQing, relieving, and fatisfying all
with whom we have any conne@ion, 1f we
look into the feripture, we find that the friend-
ly regard which mankind ought to thew o
each other, aud the friendly condu& in which-
they ought to abound, are enjoined by the au-
“thority of God, and obedience fecured by
profpe&s the molt pleafant, or terrifying, as
the injun&ion is obferved, or negleGted. The
will of God cannot be performed, whiltt any
. of the relative duties are overlooked; an exaét
attention to them is ‘agreeable to God, and 1n
the fatisfaltion it gives, carries its own re-

ward.

- Having now illuftrated the impost of doing
the will of God, in as far as our duty to God,
and Chrift, ourfelves and others, are in quef-
tion, let us next endeavour to difcover how
fuch condué difpofes us to receive the do&rine
of Chritt, as divine.

Under one or the other of the following part-
culars, may the leading do&rines of-Chrift be
arranged.  The depravity of our nature, the -
efficacy of the gofpel, and the certainty of a /'\
future flate of rewards and punithments.
Let any man ferioufly, and determinately fet
about perfrrming the duties which he owes to

God and Chrift, himfellf{ and others, and the

o e O e~
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do&frines I have mentioned, will appear very'

evident ; he wil! no more be ableto doubt of

them than he can doubt of what he  fees,
hears, and feels.

The depravity of human nature is ftrongly
aflerted; its origin is traced; its progrefs
marked. This truth is'interwoven with all
the inftitutions of the Old Teftament, and the

do@iines of the New. On this truth, revelati-

on tefts. Shake this, you fhake the chief

".‘., pillar, and bring the whole fuperftruéture to

‘the ground.  The chara&er which Chrift
fuftains as the prophet, priclt, and king of
his church, fuppofe that we are® fadly de-
praved: if we be not depraved, what the
{cripture fays of the new birth, is abfclutely
unime‘rligible. Of thisas a fundamental doc-
trine, ysu ought to be fully perfuaded.  Know
the plagues.of your ¢wn hearts; fee if they
be not deceitt, and defperately wicked.
But how are you moft likely to gain fatisfac-

tion on this particular j attempt doing the will.

of God, in the extent I have fthewn to be ne-
“ceffary. The attompt will unfold the lament-
able truth. God, you will find, has the beft
claim upon your affeétion ; Chrilt upon your
tiuft. It is matter of expediency and intereft,

as well as duty, that the body be kept under,.

and the welfare of others be promoted.

convinced of this, and determined to act upon-

the conviien, you will find it neo eafly mattes

»

e SPTRUN POV gt e .




(133 )

to put your determination 'in pralice. Run-
ni g well, hindiances occur. All that i3
commanded you are refnlved to do; but here
you fail, there you tranfgreis ; after the greateft
progrefs in religion, there is rcafon to bluth,
and to be c¢onfounded. How is this to be
accounted for othefuifc thaz by that innate
depravity fpoken of in feriptire?  We are
not'wha' Gud originally made us; greatly are
‘we corrupted 5 the caleis not fingular.  What
we cxperience is the experience of all who
know themfuives. It altonithes the confide-
saté to hear others fpeaking the very language
of their own hearts.  The e}(pcriénce COo-
incides, face anfwers not more “exallly to
face inaglafs.  Thanthis, a ftronger internal
proof of the truth of chriftianity, cannot be
received. Letaman know the plagues of his
own heart ; let him be fenfible of his perver{-
nefs; then let the feriptures introduce the
chriftian fighing,” groaning, firuggling; </
am carnal, fold under fin.  For that which I do [
allow not: for what [ would, that do I not; but
what I bate, that'do L. If then I do that which
1 would nat, 1 confent unto the law that it is
-gwd; Now then, it is no more I that do it, but
fin that dwelleth tn me- For I know that in me
(thatis, in my flfb} dwelleth no good thing : for
to -will is prefent with me, but how to perform that
which is gotd | find not.  For the good that I
would I do nat : but theievil which I would not that
1do. New; if 1ds that Fwould not, it is 0
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,\,.»:’ more I that do it, but fin that dwelleth in me.

‘1 find then a law, that when ['woul. ds good, evil

% prefent withme.  for I delight in the law of
Gud afier the imward man. But 1 fee ansther
law 1n my members waring againfi the law of my
mind, and bringing me into caplivity to the law
of fin which is in my members. O wretched man
that l'am! who fhall delrver me from the body of
this dath? - Canany hear this langnage with:
out furprife?  Is 1t not the very language of
yeur own hea:ts? Isit nota proof that the
bisok where fuch language is found, proceeds
from him who is well acquainted with the
hearts and hves of the fons of men? N

Theefficacy of the gofpel, meeting, op-
pofing, overcoming . the- depravity of our
nature, is a doCtrine of great lmportance.
It is plainly taught; it has fully been experi-
enced. This efﬁcacy the.gofpelexerts in three
ways.. It convinces us of our ruined, and
perithing circumftanes ;.it fhews us the extent
of our danger. - Providing for -our fatety, it

~ﬁrengthcns us to lmprove this provnﬁon. |

In the convn&mn I fpcak of, there is a fecret,
though a powerful impulfc ; new views open;
weré a blind man oa the brink of a precipice.
to receive his fight, he could not be more
alarmed. The mind feems to exert her own

- powers; the dedu@ions are all natural, eafy,

- .
R

and plam. It is furprifing that our ruined cnz-.,
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cumftances, thould for the firft time, ftrike us
fo fenfibly. Explicable is this on the do&trine
only of fcripture.  The divine fpirit is operat+
ing in this natural manner, convincing us of
fin, diffolving the heart of ftone, and laying us
inthe dult. Atthis moment all nature feems
to avenge the Creator’s' quarrel againlt the
guilty. - The difobetient Adam is no more
regaled with the verdure of Paradife. Thorns
and thiftlesare the {poataneous growth ; they
are extirpated with labour. Water deftroys a
p-ofane world ; fire confumed the profligaté
Sodomites. The earth {wallowed up the re-
bellious Cora, Dathan, Abiram, and their
companions ; with peftilence and the {iword 3
the idolatrous and perverte Jews are cut off:
Particularly in the life and-death of the Son of
God, is it not very evident that the guilty cannot’

_efcape ; but there is an- atonement for guilt §

there is a regenerating influence to- create
a new the foul. In the name of the Lord
Jefus, and by. the fpirit of our God, may' the
moft irreligious, and immoral be wathed, be
fanQified and jultified. But how may we
expe to experience this efficacy of the gof-
pel? By doing the will of God, as my text
direfts.  Attempt this, perfift in the attempt ;-
God requires fuch an expreffion of your faith
and obedience. The views [ fpeak of fhall
open upon you; the energy I {peak of fhall be
felt; the grace of the gofpet fhall refrefh your

fouls. The women of Samaria, I acknow-
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ledge whenliving'in diffipation, Saul of Taz-
fus, when perfecuting the church, the jailor at
Philippi, when opprefling the faints, f{uddeply
interrupted in their dangerous courfes, became
acquainted with the power and grace ot the
gofpel, and are flanding monuments of the di-
vinemercy. But this 1sunufual, and it would
be prefumptuons to depend upon a fimilat in-
terpofition.  In the road of duty, God ufually
meets with men. Inquire after this road,
enter upon it, perlevere therein; you thall not
feck God in vain, you {hall never find him a
wildernefs, nor aland of darknefs. What a
confirmation muft this be to the gofpel, when

you not only hear of its efficacy, but alfo have '
experience thercof, when it has become the
wifdom ot God, and the power of God for
your.own falvation. Your own experience

~will fweetly accord with the experience of the

apoltle. Tthere is, therefore, now no condemna-
tion to them which are in Chrift Fefus, wlo walk
uot after the flofb, but after the fpirit.  For the
law of the fpirit of life in Chrift Fefus hath made

e frae from the law of fin and dearh.  For what

the law could not do, in that it was weak 1hrough
the flefb, God fending his cwn Son in the likenefs
of finful flefb, and for fin condemned fin in the,

fielb: That the righteoufnefs of the law might be

fulfilled in us, who walk not afier the Sflefb, but
afterthe fpirit. o ) .

The gofpel is particularly diflinguithed for
bringing life and immortallity to light. This
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is-its peculiar honour. Were infidels to die-
" tate in what manner this do&rine fhould be
taught, they would probably fix wpon the very
method which the gofpel has taker. A glori-
ous perfonage was plealed to defcer.d from the
world of fpirits; ke was vifible on earth
he appeared in human nature ; be was mortifi-
ed to thisworld ; be kép\ the other world al-
ways ‘in view, certain of future reft and
glory 3 he laboured, he agonized, Ae died.
In the fepa:ate flate be became vifible to his
defciples ; e converled frequently, and in the
molt familiar manner with them ; fve bundred

at once were favoured with his prefence and’

converfation.  In the view of numbers, atter
baving given them the moft abundant proof
of his being alive, be afcended up to heaven,
to receive the reigns of univerfal government.
His followers were fo impretled with what
they knew and felt, that nothing could prevent
them from ferving their divine redeemer, con:
fident of being happy in his prefence, and blef=
fed, through eternity. I cannot give' you
more certain directions for attaining to the
fame convition which animated the difciples,
than the dire&tion in my text, * Do the will of
God.” Thus the film will fall from your eyes.
Converfing with the father of your fpirits, you
' will become confcious of his exifience.  Yout
foul’s enlarging, and difcovering a noble amibi-
tion, which no created thing can fatisfy, yon
will find that immortality co-incides with
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gour own feelings, as well as with the affur.
ances, and proofs which chrittianity affords.
Of nothing, fhall you be more certain. The
apoftle Paul fpeaks with great confidence.
He exprefles the feelings of all chriftians,
If in this life only we have hope in Cbriﬂ, we are
of all men moft muferable. But now is Chrift
rifen from the dead,  and become the JSirft fruits of
them that flcpt.  For fince by man came death,
by man came alfo the refurrcélion of the dead.
Years confirmed the experience of yotinget
life ; he goes off the ftage with triumph, I
have fougbt a good fight, I have finifbed my wur_'/e,
1 have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid
up for me a crown of righteoufnefs, which the
Lord, the rightesus judge, fball give me at that
day: and not te me only, but unto all them aijo that
love his appearing.

I fhall conclude with a thort addrefs, firft to
unbelievers, and then to thofe who are not yet
fully eftablifhed in the faith.

Infidelity is very prevalent amongft us.
This can eafily be accounted for on the princi-
ples have been attempting toeftablith.  Ini-
quity greatly abounds; unwilling to forfake
their evil ways, and dreading the denunciati-

- ons of the gofpel, left there be more truth in

them than they could wifh, for the eafe of their
own minds, men cavil at this chara@er ig
fcripture, and at that inftitution : this expreflion
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éives them offence, and that do&rine: ong
freedom is ufed with facred things after ano-

ther, until they fuppofe that they have per~
fuaded themlelves, and attempt to perfuade

* others, that all is a cheat, a cunningly devifed

table. The ta& is, thefe cavils are founded
either in ignorance, or mifreprefentation..
When examined, they are unfubftantial; they
evaporate like fmoke  in the air. Surly dogs
fome times bark . at the luminaries of heaven,
and they may bark for ever, for their barking
can neither tarnifh thefe luminaries, nor effeét
their exiftence.  Your attempts, O infidel,
are equally ‘ineffe€tual.  Chriftianity is found-
ed on arock ; nay, the rock of ages. If any
be hearing me who incline to infidelity ; were
the author of the « Age of Reafon” himfelf
prefent, who not very modeftly indeed, nor
very. delicately, has ventured, publickly, to
caft abroad his poifonous arrows; for the de-
ftru&ion; if poffible, of thefe principles, which,
have been the confolation of thonfands of
thoufands, and ten thoufand times ten thou-
fands. |, I would fpeak a word to this author ;
I fhall not upbraid you with the hard names
you give the martyrs who have obtained gene-
ralrefpe&. I fhall not fay a fentence of the
undiftinguifhed cenfure you pafs upon the mi-
nifters of religion.  I'afk you, have you confi.

dered the proofs in favour ot chriftianity from

prophecy, and miracles, from the purity of its
eoltrines, and the efficacy of its publication ;
S. :

N
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~ tfom’the agréement between our own expe- -
rience, and the difcoveries which™ it makes.
If thefe fubjeéts be new to ycu, and they ap-
pear to be fo, you fpeak of what you know
nothing of,and fhew ‘a firange difpofition 1o
render others as unhappy as yourfelf, depriving
them of what is their {taff, and confolation. You
quarrel my friend, with’ chriftianity. The
quarret I fulpe@ “ought to be with yourlelf.
Your heart, perhaps and life, is not right with -
God. Youtremble at the thought ot a future
world, and would laugh it out of exiltence,
Enter upon a new life;. feek-a new nature.
The ground of your quarrel with chriftianity
being now ended, you would fee with new

eyes, and confefs that indeed it proceeds from ~
God.

. I fhall next addrefs myfelf to thofe who are
not vet fully eftablithed in the faith. ¢ Likea -
wave of the fea you are driven with the wind,
and toffed.  Now one do&rine pleafes you;
.then another. - You halt between a variety of
opinions.  At'one time you bend to this de-
nomination, at ancther time to that. The
burden of your converfation and thouglhts, is’
theadvantage derived from belonging to the par-
tyto which you attach yourfclves, and theerrors
and faults of all the reft. Let it be remembered,
that difference in opinion is unavoidable in the’
prefent Rate. The politician, the merchant,
the farmer, the mechanic, whillt they enter-
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.tain different, and peculiar opinions upon po-
“Jitics, merchandize, farming, and mechanifin,
live in very good neighbourhood, why may
not religious perfons, who differ in opinion,
livein unity together, as brethren? 1 would
not have you fond of difputing upon the pe-
culiarities of this or the other church. You
may-difpute for ever, and gain no advantage.
Thete difputes fupply . the infidel with arms.
To the church to which choice, or education,
or providence has attached you, be fteady, but
avoid ferments of all kinds.  Thefe open the
mouths of infidels, and fhake the fteadfait-
nefs of the weak. Leaving others to their
own mafer, let it principally be your endea-
vour to have a confcience void of offence,
toward God and toward man. Be diftin-
guithed for your piety, for your purity, for
your moderation. Whilft fome ufe the fcrip-
ture as a club to injure their neighbours, do
you ufe it as a faff for your own ftay and con-
folation. WHhiltt many are zealous without
knowledge, be you zealous to excel all the
world in love, both to God, and to man,
Thus may the weak be eftablithed, and the
ftrong advanced. Were men to give more
attention to their hearts and lives, than to
forms and words, it would be both to their
own comfort, and to their honour of religion,
1 befeech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of
God, that ye prefent your bodies a living Jacrifices
haly, acceptabie unto God, which is your reafonable
! A\
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Jervice.  And be not conformed to this world:
but be ye transformed by the renewing of your
mind, that ye may prove what is that £04d) alnd
actaptable, and perfell w:li of God
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NPISCOURSE X.

AMERICA WARNED.¥

EzzkIEL xiv. 19, 20, 21.

If 7 fend a peftilence into that land, and pour out

© my jury upon it 1n blood, 12 cus off from it man
and be:fl, though Noab, Daniel, and  Job were
in it, as ; live, faub the Lord God, they fball
deivver neither Jon nor daughter, they fball but
deliver their swn fouls by their righteoufnefs.
For thus faith ihe Lord God, how much more”
when . jend my four fore judgments upon JFeru-
Jaiem, the fword, and the famine, and the noi-

[ fome beafi, and the pefiilence, 1o cut off from it
-man and beafi? -

THAT God reigns, is every where
infifted upon in feripture : with righteoufnefs
he judges the poor, and reproves with equity,
He fmites the earth, with the rod of his
mouth, and with the breath of his lips he flays

" * Delivered on mdng/day, 24th  O&aber,
1793, being a Fafi-day appointed by the Synod of
fbilidelﬂvia. '
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' the wicked. His government proceeds on
fteady principles, he changeth not.  Of this
my text gives us the fulleft affurances.

If 1 fend a peflilence into that land, and pour
out my fury upon it in blood, 10 cut off from it vuan
and beafl, though Noah, Daniel, and Feb, were
init, as I live, faith the Lord God, they Sball
deirver neither fon nor daughter, they fball but de-
liver their own fouis by their righteoufnefs.  For
thus faith the Lord God, bew much more when [
Jend my four fore judgments upon Ferufalem, the
Jfword,and the fumine. and the noifsme beafl, and
2he peflilence, to cut off from it man and beaft?

Difcourfing from thefe words, 1 fhall, thro®
divine affiltance, Fir#, Enquire whatincurs the
tﬁ:judgme’nts ot God. Second, Examine thena-
ture of thofe judyments fpecified in my text.
Third, Shew how certainly they fall upon a peo-
ple, when incurred.  And Fourth, mention the
befl fecusity againft them. ’

What incurs the jud:ments of God, is very
evident. Certain chara@crs are regiflered to
condemnation. What has befallen other fin-
ners of equal notoriety, may be confidered as
~ hanging over us. The crimes expofed to the
judgments fpoken of in my text, may be clafled
under three heads. The Jrreligicus, the diffi-
pated, the oppreffive, are ever in the. utmoll

1
wanger.
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frreligion is the root of all crimes, it con-
fifts in unworthy thoughts of God, and un-

worthy behaviour towards him. Adam did
not believe that death would attend his difobe-

dience. If God threatens, Cenainly he will

notexecute. Inconliderate was his mind, and
ungrateful, felf-wil'ed and perverfe. Too
exactly is the fame tmageé received by -his fons,
and tranfmitted through fucceeding generati-
ons, Different circumftances may place itin
different fhades, but the likenefs is ftriking.
The Heathens were fo befotted and foolith,.
as 1o change the glory of the uncorruptible
God into an image made like to corruptible
man, and to birds, and to four-footed beaftss
and creeping things. Furity in heart and
life, was not fo much thought of, as exa&nels.
in fome external rites and ceremonics. The
Jews had advantages which were denied the

‘Heathen. Their difpofitions however, were

often the fame. Their prophets, at times,
indeed, had no reafon to blame any negle&t in
the ritual profcribed by Mofes. In this thev
were fcrupoloufly precife. Tt was however alt
parade. They did not fan&ify God in their
hearts, nor did they honour him in their lives,
There were times alfo when the rital pre-

~ feribed by Mofes was overlooked.  The ho.

mage due to the God of Ifrael only, was payed
to idols. The name, the day, the ordinances
of God were prophaned, and difpifed.
Jt were well had this root of bitterncf:s
béen extirpated after the introdution of chril-
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éi:ihity. Alas it has often fprung up ¢
the detriment of mankind. I need not give vou

_adetail of irreligion, as the difgrace of chiilian
‘countries, and chriftian focieties in every age.

To the intelligent this is too well known.,
Let late years, and this country bare witnefs of
the fad truth. The revolution which gave
America her independence, affeéted her religi=
ous principles. The prejudices of fm'mer
years were rejeCted ; what her anceftors ac-
counted facred, fhe threw off : as trifling, per-
haps, permcmus. Reformation is commenda-
bie, but men feldom keep the medium.  Dif-
covermg errors on one fide, they hurry into
errors on the other. If the fathers have
handed down human inventions as reiigion,
the children rejeGing thefe inventions, have
reje@ed religion itfelf.  Infidelity has deep

oot in this country’; it is of luxuriant growth,

The ignorance in which the youth are brought.
up, with whom o pains is taken fo form them
to manly, fpiritual, folid pr.nciples, affords a
difmal profpe&. By fome veligion is con=
temned, by others fomething is fubftituted for
religion, which cannot bear the teft.  The
deriders of religion are very numerous; they
are countenanced by multitudes of proa..
phane fwearers. daring fabbath-breakers, of
thofe who conftantly negle@ religious ordi-
nances, of a public or private nature. And when
fO'ne attention is pa|d to refigion, promotmb
4 party, quieting an unealy mind, the im-
pulfe of the moment, fuddenly felt, -fuddenly
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removed, is the foundation on which their re-
ligion refts.  Itis a foundation of fand, which
the floods fhall fweep away. Few experience
the refined, the heavenly, the divine principles
which chriltianity infpires, founded on love 1o
God and man, on obedience to Chrift, and
conformity to his example  Irreligion af-
fu nes difguifes fuitable to the age, and to the
ftate of fociety. It appears in this countiy
with a bold countenance.  Like a flood, it has
deluged the land.  Men either keep God alto-
gether out of view, or believe him to be fuch a
one as themfclves, but he will reprove them,
“and fet their fins in order before their eyes.

. The diffipated are  a fecond clafs of people,

whodraw down divine judgments upon a na-
tion, the Antedeluvian world was funk in
diffipation, and fecurity, nothing was thought -
of but_ pleafing the eye, gratifying the tafte,
and making 2 thow in life. They did éat, they
drank, they married wives, they were given in
marviage, unti the day that Noah entered into the
ark; and the flood came and deflroyed them all.
The lives men led in Lot’s day, were the fame.
Likewife alfo, was it in the days of Lot ; they
did eat, they drank, they bought, they fold, they
planted, they builded.  Bur the fame day that
Lot went out of Sodom, it rained fire and brim.
JSlone from beaven, and defiroyed them all,  Eat-
ing, drinking, marryingand giving in marri-
age, buying, Ielling,bu%ding, p'anting, are ne-
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ceffary intheir place. The prefunt life could’
not otherwife be maintained, nor could we
otherwife enjoy fuch comfort as this world is
calculated to afford, Excefs in things of
themfelves good, may convert them into evils
This is particularly true of the things now
mentioned. . Let them engrofs the whole at-
tention ; let them be cenfidered as our chief:
good; let them be fought after with unfatiable
defire ; let them fo entirely intexicate the foul,
as thall incapacitate us from attending to an
other intereft.  But they that will be rich, Jall
into templalion, and a fnart, and into many fool-
tfh and l.vurlful Iufds, which drown men in defiruc-
tion and perdition.  In Sodom were found-
pride, fullnefs of bread, and abundance of
idlencfs, neither did they ftrengthen the hands-
of the poor, and the needy. Men thus prof- .
titute to the world what God had referved for
himfelf. They a& in oppofition to his will;
they are declared to be in a ftate of enmity; .
From this crime America, I'am afraid, can-
not be vindicated.  Since the revolution fhe
has enjoyed uncommon profperity. The in-
“duftrous find iteafy to live in independent, if
nat affluent circumftances.  'What are the con-
fequences? Are Americans grateful to Pro -
vidence? Are they frugal? Are they charitable ?
Let an anfwer be given from a neighbouring
ccity.  The feat of government, the centre of
trade, the receptacle of wealth, once celebrated
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For the purity of her manners, and {ymplicity in
her ftyle of living, what extravagance, what
luxnry, what folly, what vice, the difgrace of
European countrics, has not gained'a footing
there, and been {uffered to tyrantize over arbi-
trary {way? How is the gold become dim?
The moft fine gold changed?  Degeneracy of
a peliiential narare, has fpread through the
Jland. A nericans feorning to lead frogal, in-
(ll!‘(’ll)l'a. temperate lives, which at once
would p101nuu, their hosour and happinefs,
have been wiatnat-dby a tpeculating, unbound-
ed fpirig, rinous to the foul, and tatal to focie-
ty.  Shatl inot vifit for thefe things? fuith the
Lord : and fbll nat my faul be aveugez/ on fuch a4

mmm as this?

The oppreflive, as well as the irreligious,
and diifipated, are in the uimoft danger.
Amoag other crimes fatal to man in Noah’s
day, itis exprefsly faid that the earth was fil-
led with violence. Before the ruin, in which
Jerafalem was involved by the Roman army,
much oppreflion and vioience were found in
her.  Tuake, as an example of this, an intereft-
ing incident in our Saviour’s life: to intimi-
d:!e him from prmccutmg his woik, the Pha-
rifees touk an oppurtunity of addrefling him,
The fame day there came certain of the Pharifees,

Saying unto bim, get thee out, and depart hence :
Jor Herod will kil thee,  Aud be Jard unta theu,
Go ye and teil that fox, beisld I caft ouy devilss
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and 1 do cures to-day and to-morrow, and the third
day | fball be perfected.  Nevertheless, 1 mift
walk today and to-morrow, and the day fols

-dowing : fir it cannot be-that a prophet perifb

out of Ferufalem ; O Ferufalem, Jerufulem, which
kilieft the prphets, and floncft them that are Jent

- unt, thee; how often would 1 have gathered thy

children together, as aben doth gather her brood
under her wings, and ye would not. Happy for
Americans that ‘their liberties, ' civil and reli-
gious, are fecured by the laws, and an energe-
tic government. It ¥ however, to be lament-
ed, that oppreflive conduét is not altogether
unknown. Infome ftates it is not eafy 1o recover
a juft debt, in others, flaves are treated with a’

- rigar unbecoming in the treatment of the

children of the fame parent, the purchafe of
the fame blood, 'the candidates for the fame
immortality, ** Government, no doubt, have
good reafons for profecitting the war on the
frontiers. Would to God thefe reifons no long-
er exifted.© War commonly includes blame

" onboth fides. The apoftle James was fenfi='

ble ot this.  From whence come wars, and fight-

“ingumong you?  Come ‘they not hence, even of

your lufls that war in your - members? Ye lufp
and have not : se kill and defire to have, and
cannot obtain, ye fight and war, yet  have
not, becaufe ye afk not.  The Indians in hopes
of plunder, Rain their hands in blood. The
frontier fettlers may not perhaps have purer
views, nor be lels guilty,  Thus the guilt of a

Y
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pation is increafed, thus national Judgmcntg'
ére incurred. I am naturally led,

- I1. To examinethenatureof thefe judgments
fpecnﬁed in:ny text. The {wordis mentioned
the firlt of the tour judgments with which God
coriccts the nations.  God challenges it as his
pecaliar prerogative. I make peace and cre-
ateevil. ) 1, fays God, in the fame chapter,
bring u jwerd upon that land, and fay, fwerd ge
through the land, fo that ! cut off man and beaft
Sromit. .The Heathen raged, 1ays the pfalmitt,
fpeaking of wars.” The kingdoms were moved,
be uttered bis vsice, the earth melted. The 1{=
raelites were environed by hoftile nations, rea-
dy, on a!l occalions, to break in upon them, to
do them mifchief; it was enjoined by their
religion, that their men repair thrice a-year to
Jerufalem. Was not this leaving their lands
expofed? Wasit not inviting the incurfions
of their enemies? God himfelf removes this
obje&ion. Thrice in the year fball all your men-
children appear before the Lord God, the God of
Ifrael; for 1 will caft out the nations before thee,
and enlarge thy borders: neither fhall any man de-
Jire thy land, when 1hou fbalt &0 up 10 appear be-

governs by a reftraining and a dire@ing pew-
er. He faystothe fea, « Thus far fhalt thou
come, and no farther. Even the wrath of
man praifes hlm, and the remainder of wrath
he reftrains.” This interference is of fo WOn-

derful a nature, that it is the fubje& of faith, -

X
Sore the Lord thy Gad, thrice in the year. God ,

.
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sather than of fenfe. God may a& throngb
the initrumentality of good or evil angels, of
pious or wicked men.  When the Sabeans,
and Chaldeans, excited by the evil one, break-
ing in, plundered Job of all his fubilance,
did he curfe their free-booters, and give vent
to his vexation in oaths, and execrations?
No, Job was more devout. He obferved the
haud of a fatherin this ftroke. + The Lord
gave,” fays he, “andthe Lord hath taken away.”
When Shimei infolted David, in his adverfity,

and curfed him, David reltrained his fervants.

from takmg his life, faying % So let him curfe,
becaufc the Lord hath faid unto him, curfe
David.”  Politicians affign very plaufable rea-
fons for wars, and their different’ progrefs.
Infidels acquiefce in thefe, and sejeét'the in-
terference of a divine government, but devout
perfons confider wars as the rod with which
God correéls the nations, and brings about his
own purpofes. By this rod our ceuntry is
fcourged.  Americans are too apt te think
defpi(ably of the Indians. I know not what
they are in themlelves ; as inftruments in the
hand of providence, there is no calamity which
they may not bring upon this country. I
cannot helg conceiving their pewer to be terri-
ble. They have flained in different battles,
the American arms.  One, who had fazed
them inthe field, fpeaks of being expofed to
the cruelties of a favage foe, the moft fubtle,
and I will take upor: me to fay, the moft for-
mivable of any people upan the faze of G &’s
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earth. Weare not yet much affc&ed by the

wars in Europe; letus be thankful on this ac-
count. God has endued our chief magifirate
with prudence toavoid this calamity; but let
us rc.pcnt, leaft this alfo-come upon us. Fa.
mine is the fecond of the four fore judgments
which God fends upon a nation.  Several
famines are {poken of in feripture,  For thefe
natural caufes.could be afligned.  If the Nile
forinflance, did not flow in Egypt, or the rains
fail in Judea, at the proper feafons; it catter-
pillers, locuils, or other infe@s  abounding,
deitroy the fruits and crops; if fuch weather
ozcurs as occafions blafting, and milldue; is
not the hand of God feen in thefe changes?
This he would have men be fenfible of.  Son
of manwhen the land finneth againft me, by tref-
paffing gricvoufly, then will I firetch out miine
band upan 1t, and will break the flaff of the bread
thereot, and will fend famine upon it, and w:l}
ént a_[/' man and beaft from it

Eg_vpt. in the days of Jofeph, a land lefs
fubje&t to this calamity, being more fertile
than moft otheis, was vifited with famine

“ for feven years. 'The fame calamity fell up-
on Judea, and for the fame fpace, during Ahab’s
reign.  Famines are foretold, asa prefage of
the detru@ion which of Jervfalem. Ameri.
cans may believe themfclves fafe trom this
calamity; let them not boaft; itis in the ftere
of the dme judgements; Le can call for it

X
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when he pleafeth to execute his vengearce,
The Heflian fly, which did fuch milchief fome
years paft, the blalting and milldew, of
which farmers complain laft year, may warn

Americans, that their ftaff of bread is with
God, who may break it whenever their crimes

provoke this calamity. The prophet menti-

ons the noifome beaft as a third judgement,
with which God correéts the nations. God
promifes Ifrael, I will fend hornets befere thee
which fball drive out the Hivite, the Cannanite,
and the Hittite, from before thee. - The hornet
is bigger than the walp, and of the fame fpe-
cies. It is exceedingly fierce; its fting -oc-
cafions fevers. It aims particulaily againit
the eye. Jofhuaafcribes his viGtory- over the
Amorites to thefe infe&s, who. darting againft
the enemy, made them fo blind, that they,
could not fee to fight. And I fent the hornet
before you, which dreve them out before you,
even the two kings.of the Amorites, but not with
thy fword, nsr with thy bow. God fent among
the Egyptians, divers forts of flies, which de~
voured them, and frogs which deftroyed them,
If the moft contemptible creatures may be
ufed for the punithment of a nation, may
not alfo the more formidable. When the
prophet curfed the profane children in the
name of the Lord, as they went to Bethel,

‘there came forth two the-bears' out of the

wood, and tore forty and two of them.
"This happened by divine diretion, and was
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an immediate judgment from Ged. Tt is
exprefsly faid in this chapter by God himfelt.
Icaufe mifome beafls to pafs through the land,
and fpoil ity fo that it be dcfolite, that no man
moy pafs through for fake of the beafls. Incon=
fideraie people, when incommoded by in-
feQs, or otherwife, think nething of God.
Thae devout obferve the hand of C:od in all
that befalls them.

‘The laft judgment mentioned by the pro-
phet, whereby God punithes a guilty nations
_isthepeftilence. It is much ealier to give a
hiftory of the peltilence, than to invefligate
whence it proceeds, and how it is communi=
cated. Itis highly epidcmical ;-it may pafs
from land to land in goods, or clothes. . This
we may know with fufficient certainty, that
when God is pleafed with a nation, he takes
ficknefs away from the midlt ot it, when
difpleafed he fends the peftilence to cut off
from it man and beait. A peftilence dcitroy-
ed Sennacherib’sarmy, walted Judea towards
the conclufion of - David’s reign, carried off
the firft born of Egypt.  Inall thele cafes the
inftrumentality of an angel, is mentioned.
The plalmift {peaks of the pefliience which
walketh in darknefs, evidently meaning that
the caufes of this diforder cannot be afccrtain—
ed. They elude the moft diligent fearch:
in the fame plalm the peftilence is compared
1o a fowler’s fnare, lts venom catches men

4



( 155 )
as infenfibly, and fuddenly, as the fnare doth’
the bird when it is laid with much cunning.
During the Peloponnefian war, a dreadful
plague carried off, in one year, an infinite num-
ber of the Athenians. The year in which it

began was of all others, the moft healthy, and
free from difeafes. The Athenians believed

“themfelves punifhed for fome a&s of ‘acrilege,

of which they had been guilty. Thucydides
acknowledges that he could not account for:
its introdu&lon.

One of Caﬂ' us’s foldiers havmg found at
Babylon, under ground, a fmall golden coffer 5
opening it, fuch peftilential vapours arofe, as
infe&led all who were prefent, {pread through
the army, defolated the provinces wherever’
they marched, and was attended with great” -
mortality, to the remoteft parts of the empire.
A plague taged in-Conftantine’s reign, with -
fury for three years, in Sicily, Greece, the
iffands of the AEgoean fea, and Conftantino-
ple, that the living could fcarcely bury the-
dead. Ia the reign of Micipfa of Numidia, a
great part of Africa was covered with locufts
which deftroyed the produce of thé earth, and -
even wood, driven away by “a ftrong wind into
the African fea, out of which being in vaft.
heaps; a plague arofe which did unfpeakable-
mifchict. Itraged in the city of Ittica, in
fuch a degree, that 1500 dead bodies were.-
earried out of one gate in-a year, Of ths:



!‘( 156 )

plauge which raged in London in the .yeac
1605, we have very circumftantial accounts.
1 had been imported through Holland, from

the Levant; it defolated the family in which - .

it broke out; it fpread through the neigh-
bourhood.  Appearances alarmcd the city.
"The bills of mortality in a weck, were be-
- .tween 240 and 300, though they increafed in
afhort tine to 474. A fevere froft in Janu-
ary, continuing feveral weeks, the diforder
abated, and the apprehenfions of the citizens
cea’ed. In Mayitbrokeoutanew withincrealing
violence ; all who could, left the city. I*er—
ments anﬁnrr from religious differences fub-

fided; the inns of court were thut up; no -

contention about worldly mtcrcﬂs, all were
atpeace. The people crowded the churches
with uncommon ardor. By the meonth of
Augutt, a thoufand died inaday. In Septem-
ber, 1600 were dying one day with another,

People were almoft driven to defpair. The .

contagion defpifed all medicine, - At this
moment, when hope was gane, and the city
nearly depopulated, the difcafe inftantly flop-
ped.  The phyficians were aftonithed. Al
their patients were well.  The contagion no
more appeared. The moft irreligious could

_ not help acknowledging that this was the hand
of God. ’

Our country has not been fubje& to this
-defolating calamity. It has, however, fallen
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vpon us. The deftroying angel has received
the commiffion ; he has untheathed his fword 3
he {preads dcliru&ion. .Qur brethren in Phi-
ladelphia deferve our fympathy. Multitudes

have been cut off ; multitudes are in danger;

muiritndes are alarmed.  Their minds are

much affeéed.  Take for éxample, a tevter I

lately received from my fiiend Do&or Rufh,
I had intorsed him of owr intentions this

‘day. ¢ -Many thanks,” fays he, « to yotyi

« tor your propofed faft day for our diftreffed,
scity. The difeafe, whole ravages you mean

“«to deprecate, ftill prevails. . Never before

« did T witnefs fuch deep, and univerfal dif-
« trefs. Continue fervently to pray for our citi-
« zens, and for none oftener than your ﬁquére
«friend.” Such are the judgments with

which God vilits a guilty nation,  Some.- ‘

times one is fent; fome times another; fome
times the whole appear in dreadful array. I
comenow, . .. ., . L R !

III. To fhow how certainly thefe

judgments fall on a people, when incurred.

Thereis a remarkable paffage in the book of

Genefis.  God promifed to Abraham the pof-
feflion of Canaan, and mentioned as a reafon

- that the promife was not immediately per-.

formed. ¢ Theiniquity of the Amiorites is
o not yet full”  There were many pious

people ; Melchizedec for inflance, Mamre,
Ethcol, and others, who, as falt preferved the



Ercie T

- — T T

( 158 )

land from degeneracy. The land was not
ripe for deftradtion.  There is a certain height
in wwickndaes, at which, when a nation ar-
rives, thev canno longer be forborne. Then
nointe ceffions on their bahalt can be of any
avail.  The decree is paffed.  Inthe punith-
ment there can be no delay, no abatement.
The old world was {o entirely abandoned,
that in-Noah's family alone could any good-
nels be tound.  Frequently, nodoubt, did this
pious patriarch bewail the ftate of mankind,
and pray for their reformation. But the fatal

moment arrived ; the deftru@ion of mankind

was inevitable. Abraham interceeds for the
cities of the plain, ard his interceffions had pre-~
vailed for their deliverance, had ten righteous
perfons been found amongft them. The de-
generacy was {o deep, fo umvcrfal that even
this number of that chara&ter could not be
found among all the multitudes, with which
thefe cities abounded.

5 When Canaan was punifhed by the fword of
Jothua, Rahab was the only pious perfon
in the whole country.  Jerufalem was daring-
ly wicked when the Roman armies executed
upon it the divine judgments. A little before
the day of judgment, wickednefs, we have rea-
fon to think, fhall attain an atrocity un-
known on earth before. Let the wickednefs
of a city, a country, an empire, become uni-
verfal and atrocious, were the perfons whofe

L
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- prayers availed much for their cotemporaries

prefcnt,mterccedmg fora people thus circum-
ftanced, it could not be effeQual. Though Neo-

.ah, Daniel, and Fob, were there, as I li'ue. Jaith -

the Lord God, they fhall deliver neitker fon nor
daughter; they fball but deliver their own fouls by
their righteoufnefs. Nay, let them not pray
then; the accepted time is efcaped, and the
day of falvation. With him they muft be left,
who has faid « ‘ vengeance is mme, I will re-

pay ”

After examining what incurs the divine
judgments; the nature of thofe judgments
fpecified in my text, and the cerfainty of their
falling upon a people when mcurec‘, I am
prepared in the

IV Place, to mention the beft fecurity of
individuals againft thefe judgments. What
crimes incur the divine judgments? Are the

“irreligious, the diflipated, the oppreflive, the

troublers of the land # Do they provoke the
Lord to anger? Do they draw down ven-

- geance on a people? Ifyou beef a different

chara&er; if you fan&ify the Lord God in
your hearts ; if you be mortified to the world;
it you do to others as you would that they
thould do to you ; in fo far you difcountenance
the crimes tor which God pleads againft a na-
tion, and may expe& either exemption
from the judgments which are incurred, or
fome advantage, thould thefereach you. The
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Lord knoweth how to deliver the Godly ont
of temptation. Fhe righteous fhall fave
their fouls alive. A thoufand may fall at their
fide, ten thoufand at their right hand, but the
deftru&ion fhall not come near unto them.
Noah efcapes from the deftru@ion of the old
world; Lot from the deftru@ion of Sodom;
Rahab is not loft in Jericho, nor the chriftians
in Jerufalem. God diftinguifhes between the
righteous and the wicked. I fay not, that
the righteous are always fafe in national ca-
lamities:* No—one event is common to
them with the wicked. But particulfe
care is taken of them. The fire which.con-
fumes the wicked, refines the righteous. It it
be for their advantage, they fhall live; if bet-
ter things be intended them, they fhall be re-
moved to regions of peace. A father chaltens
the one, ajudge punithes the other. We fee

a little way, therefore cannot decide pofitively,

on whatis doing in our world; but we have
reafon to believe it fhall be wcll with the righ-
teous. To them godlinefs is great gain. If
they be long continued on earth, men fhall be
benefited by their example and prayers; if
they be taken to heaven, they fhall experience
fullnefs of joy, and pleafures for evermore.

'Having finithed the obfervations I intended
for the illuftration of this paffage, I fhall con-

clude withan addrefs to perfons of different

charaQers.
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Ttis very evident that national guilt draws
down national calamities, This guil may
arife, not only from fuch public acis as are
opprcflive, and fuch laws as are unjuit; baut
when the manners and lives of individuals are
notorioufly coriupted, hereby naticual guilt

" jscontratted and accumilated. Theidle and
the diflipated, the profane fwearer, and daring
fabbath-breaker; he who neglééls religion,
and he whomakes it the lubjeét of his de:ifi-
on, trouble fociety, and expofe it to divine
vengeance. Upon you, in fome mealire,
may be charged the blood which dienches the
frontier fettlements; the peﬂllence which lays
walte a neighbouring city ; the mifchief done
during fome years by the Heflian fly duringthe
laft year by blalting and mildew. Sccieties,
{maller and larger, are made up of individuals,
Let each individual reform, and reformation
in the fociety, he it ever fo extenfive, will foon
be apparent. It may be objefted, had we
any concern m the guilt we thould teel the
punithment, we alfo thould languith, and
bleed, and die. Thofe whofe blood Pilate
mingled with their facrifices, or thofe whe
were crufthed .under -the tower of Siloam
were not, as our Saviour aflures, more atroci-
ous {inners than their brethren. Examples
are neceffary for the warning of others, We
may not be innocent, although at prefent we
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may be fafe. It our guilt md;vndua.“y accua -

mulates the national guilt, Ju(ht'e to the (‘uﬂ'c:.
ers as well as fympathy, requires that cach.ex<

. amine his own heart and life that he contefs .
. and forfake his fins; that be fear God and

keephis commandments. Public judgments

are intended to'bring men. ta the acknowledg-
ment of a Divine Providence, to the reverence
and pratice of a devout, and religious life..
Unlefs you do this, you fail in.a matesial in~

" ftance in your duty to fociety, and like Achan

in the camp of Ifrael, bring thame, difappoint«

‘ment, and ruin upon the nation. Society. re-

fembles the human body. kf one member
fuffers the whole fuffers with it. Should: we
befo ma,(ten‘tlve and perverfe, as to learn no

- wifdom from the diftrefs in which ous bre~-
_ thren, at a diftance, are involved, diftrefs may

approach near and fall upon our neighbouss,
our families, our own perfons. For God’s fake:

. my brethrer, for the fake - of fociety, foryour

own fakes, let all fincerely and refolutely con=
fefs and forfake their fins, that the profpesity
of this country may not be blafted in .the bud.

This is-a favoiite country : It has enjoyed the
{miles of heaven: It is an afylum to the af-"
fliQed, through the- earth. In- - proportion to

our happinefs is our ingratitude, if we a& un--

worthily of thathappinefs.  Shall the ox know
his owner, and the als his mafter’s ctib, and-

Americans not know God? ~Americans not-

acknowledge his providence! 'Waxing fats

Sy
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fhallfthey kick, forgetting the God that made
them, and lightly efteeming the work of their
falvation! To us indeed, belong fhame and

' confufion cf face. Let the remembrance lay
us in the duft, and fill us with humliity and
contrition of fpirit. '

However far we may have gone aftray,
there is every thing ito encourage our peni-
tence and reformation. Ezekiel beheld a mark
fet upon thofe who bewailed the guilt which

_drew down upon Judea heavy judgments.
Regard was paid to their perfons, and to their
prayers.  Had there been ten righteous per-
fons in the cities of the plain, they had not

-been deftroyed. For the ele@’s fake, the:

-judgments which fell upon Jerufalem, were
much mitigated. In this refpe, the righte-
‘ous are better than their neighbours. They
are the falt which preferves fociety frem ruin.
Let each feek God by fafting and prayer. It
may avail much, both for effeting the refor-
mation of America, and fufpending the judg-
ments: which hang over.it. “Some kinds of

_calamities, as- our- Saviour aflures us, can be
removed by prayer and fafting only.” Efther

found this very effe®ual for diffipating a dark

. cloud ,which threatened her nation. The-

Ninivifes hereby prevented the deftru@ion of

their city. "When Danicl" befought Ged for
the.captives at Babylon, by falting and prayér,
whillt he was yet fpeaking, the command for

..
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their dclivérar‘:(ce‘\went forth from Cyrus. .~
There is hope wherever a {pirit of grace and -
_ {upplication is found. I am pérfuaded there
~ are many in this land .who fear God., Let

them with one heart, and one veice, bewail
~ the national guilt, under. which this couniry.

groans  Let them deprecate the judgments -

which are now amongft us. Let themn dif-
covera greater love for one another, a greater

attention to God as a Spirit, worfhipping him -

in fpirit and in truth. - Let them herewith
prove him whether he will not pour out upon
them a blefling that there fhall not be room
enough to receive it; whether he will not re-

- buke the devourer for- their fakes. « All

“ nations fhall call America bleffed; for ye
« thall be a delightfome land, faith the Lord of
¢ hafts.” -
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Lme .
22, TFheme- read ‘them. ' 4
" 26 Burmuda Bﬁrmud'a :

10 The fimple, 0 omutihe

2 Majus, - Magus.:

9 Relentnefs, -« relgmmu

13 Olmtthe P '

1 As i
21 IsIILthe v “is the ITL

14 Acd be, . and the laugh Be. -

. 20 Cafe, - eafe..
11 And itz5iTe~ and how it. .
6 Eay, e, 0T
i7 Ev ven

o6 1, g U hads

"'19 Precceding,  preceding.

4 Blends, . - blinds. =

o 21 Levels, . , cavils.'
8 Every, . any.

13 Examplary, . exgmplary.
12 Exiftance, .| exiftence. %
15 Thrown,  throne. . °

‘~ 31 Epelogue, Pohco Eclogue Polho .
R O | quachfcal Paradlﬁacal :
1§ Unafhamed, ,afhamcd

‘23 ldeas, = ~jefts.

" 6 From Philip, for Phxhp . ,'

~ 13 18 Miftery, tollow, myltery fa“en

7 .14 Unimpreved derounced, un--g '

pro vxded announcen

!
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8o 13 Encourages, encourage.” _
g4 26 Know the greateft, Know thee:.
97 23 And chara@er, and his charafer.-.
98 1 for Abraham read Amram.

99 23 Prolemyes, read Ptolemies,

- 104 4 Are, read were, |

10§ 8 Ironicus, read Irenceus.
107 23 Copyjefts, read Copiefts.
129 11 Maunatha, read Maranatha. -
135 82 Women, read woman.
141 . 27 The hearts, read their hearts. -
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