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SERMON 1L

LUKE XIIL -5y
‘® Breeht ye refrenty ye shail alf Ekewise perisid

@ 1 am come® said our Lord ¥ to send fire on the
# gaprth: and what will T if it bé already kindied : But
4 1 have o baptism to be baptised with; ahd hotw am
« straitened till it be accomplished ! Suppose ye
% that | am come (o give peace on earth? T tell you,
9 Nayi bitt rather division: For from henceforth
& there shafll be five in one housc divided, three
® ggrainat two, and two against three. The father shall
% be divided against the son, and the son against the
& futher ; the mother apainst the daughter, and the
¥ danpghter apuinst the mother; the mother.in-law a-
# raingt her daughter-in-law, and the daughter-in-law
 against ber mother-in-law.” 1.
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It was foreseen and expressly [loretold, that the in-
veteracy against the rospel, symptoms of which alrea-
dy appeared should break the ties of nature and fiiend-
ship, and expose, to the greatest afliiction, those whe
believed in Christ.  But Jot the Yows beware of a per-
verseness which, in their experienee, shall be found
fatal in the highest degree. © When thou goest with
“ thine adversary (o the magi=irate, o thox ars in the
 way, give diligence that thou meyest be delivered
% from him ; lest he hale thee to the judge, and the
% judge, deliver thee to the afficer, and the officer cast
% thee into prisen. [ tell thee, thou shalt not depart,
“ thence till thou hast paid the ve.r;.r fast inite.”

# There were present at that seasoh,”
awlul admonitions were given, ¢ some that told him
“ of the .Gﬁ.lileans.-, whose blood Pilate mingled with
Gramnaliel, a member of the Jewish

when these

*

« their sacrifices.’
Sanhedrim, had, sometime  hefere, stated o that body,
the ease of Judas of Galilee, whoy in the days of the
taxing, drew much people after him, he perished and
all, even s many =s cheyed him. were destroyed.
Was not that the event spoken of In wy ozt f—Be-
lieving that God waus the ooly sovereign of Judeg,
These Galileans would oot sulbmit to the DRoman
power, hor pay tribote to Coasar, Worshipping at one
of their Festivals, they took that opperunity when
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theristion weore collected in one place, to Inculeate
their ebnoxious tenets, of which, Pilate, being itﬂ'ﬂx'med,‘
came uypon them suddenly, and slew many of them,
even in the Temple 1tsclf.  This act of Pilate was now
mentioned, probably with & view 10 insnare our Lord,
who  of necessity would imcur wmuch dispieasure,
whether the act was justified or condemmned; hut
with his usual wisdom, he avoided the saare, Jead-
heg his hearers, without deciding on one side or apno-
ther, to improve this awfnl providence for their own
benefit. * Suppoze ye thuat these Galileans were gin-
“ ners above all the Galileans becavss they suffered
#such things ¢ . I 1eH Port Navwy: 3-sbag execpt yo toponty
“ ve shall all likewise perish.”

We cannot, ot present, decide on fhe conduct of pro-
vidence, since one event befalleth the rightesus and
the wicked, and in temporal colamities, the geed and.
bad are equally iewvsdeed. . Of shis, the catamity at
Siloam, which withont any human interposition,
proceeded-immediately from the hand of Godyged, ar-
resting neibers in the act of  purification,overwhel-
med them in destructon, was & more evident instance.
Terrilile was their fite whose ol PHate misgiod
‘with their sacrilices; and tdeir’s who, swerc - cmushed,
AN & moment, a8 a moth, by the fall of- the Tower. of
- Bilosm p—but fet none impute aggravated offrice to-
s
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the unhappy sufferers,—were thesc sinners cbore all
gthers '-—Pilate suppascd they were, for no other sap-
position could justify his croel act —Tlie pharisees
suppored they were, for they were always ready to
vilify others, and tw hoast of themsebves—From the
decision of Pilate, and of the Pharisces, 1 appeal to a
higher authority. Let the heuwd of the chwrch, our
great teacher decide, his decision is express, which he
repeats once and again, * 1 rell you Moy 7 and then
adds the admonition In iy text, which can never be
forgotten, nor fal deeply to umpress every soul;

« Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.™

Repemtance is required of afl and eack of the human
race, otherwise their ruin 15 inevitable.

But what is repentance ? What does it sufipoer 2:In
what does &f corsigt 2 How is it efecred ?

LE R

T L L o T R S

- Repentafce supposeth a luw by which we are bowmd,
and a power to which we are accountable. Was
there no law there could be mo transgression ; was
'there mo Féitraining power, following the desires and
imaginations of our own hearts could be attended with
no blame.  Are we ereatures ! Of consequence we ave
- gubject to the creator:  Has he impressed some lews
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oi the mind, and published others at different times,
and with different degress of evidence 7 both are obilg-
storv, and imply punishment or reward, as they are
- neglected or ubserved. On this subject the Apostle
Paul speaks with great clvarness. All men are ac-
countable to God; bmt sllowances shull be made.
You enjoy the advantages which the Gospel affords;
He never heard the CGospel, cach shall be jodged ac-

zording to hiz advantagen.

i There is no respect of persons with God.  For as
¢ many 48 have sinned without law, shall also perish
@ without law ; and as menyas-luye sined in the law,

‘& ghall be juged by the law. (For not the hegrers of

. & the law ere just before God, but the doers of the
« Jaw shall be il.l.s'.liﬁad.- ¥or when the Lrentiles, wlich
& have nol the law, do by nature the things contained
“ in the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto

st thewnselves :. Wikish shew the wark ¢f the law wit-
i tan in thelf hearts, their conscience also bearing wit-
i nigss, and fheir thoughts the mean while accusing, or
% glse excusing, one another.) . In the day when God
¢ ghall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, ac-
# cording to my Gospel.”

None are destitute of some mle of life ; it mag be
. more,qr less explicity but so far as it goes it is binding}

¥
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and the regard payed to it shall be brought to a strict,
solemp, and public review. Repentance supposeth
the neglect of this rule; conduct has not come uvpto
it; it has been the moat opposite in the world.  Such
negleesy, such opposition is chargeable upon each of
the human race, % The imagination of man’s keerr is
“ gvil frem his youth, 1If we say we have bosin we
H deceive ourselves and the trieth 1s not in us.”  The
Apostle Faul hes proved Juw and Gemtile to be under
sing all the world are guilty before God, “ for all have

& ginned,"”

Tn what.does repentanee consist? It consists in the
tenovelion ol our nature, Bépinning et the heart, and
reachingy (o the conduet. I the evil ever be correct-
ed, trace it tu its source. Let the root of hitterness be
plucked up.  Let thére be an eptire chanpe in rhe
carefucry sl in e princifle whence condust: praceads.
John the Baptist speaks of % fruits meet for repent-

“# gnoe 3™ asitring the -Jews, & The dxd e Jid-wnto
“ the root of the treesw thevefors every tree which
-4 bringeth -uot forth good fruit is hewn down apd £ast
“.into the fire.” Fe-called aloud, « Repentye™ The
eall was repeated by our Lord, and by &1 'his ﬁpmt]ea,-
“ The times of ignorance God winked at; but
¥ pow tommandeth sB Tuen every ‘where to vepent o
.- Because he hath sppointed & day, in the which %e
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% will judge the world in righteousness, by fhaf man
“ whom he hath ovdained ; wheresf he hath given as-
4 surance unto all men, in that he hath tpised him from
“ the dead.” Turn ye, turn ye, why will ve die 7 As
I live sayeth the Lord, * I have no delight in the death
“of them who die, but would rather that they retumn
% unto me, and Jive."”

But, how is repentance effected? By the mere ex-
criion of the individusal himself ? Mo, “ Can the Ethi-
% ppian change his skin, or the leopard his spots !
@ Then may™ he # alse do good, who has been accus-
« 1onied @ 30’ evth® By the utmost effort of those
who seek their welfare ! No, often they labaar ifi vain,
bitterly lamenting, “ who hath believed oue Teport,
 and to whom is the arm of the Lord reyealed? All
¢ day long have [ stretched forth my hands unto a dis-
“ gbedient and gain saying people.” By the minis-
tration of the Cospel faithfully exﬁ-‘:ut_ml., and wisely
varied 7 Ah! in repeated inttaucés,“':r_i.;uesﬁ make no in-
pression, ar if an impression be made, it is not lasting.
'I'he Jews received little benefit from the ministry, ei-.
ther of Jesus, or of Lis ﬂpﬂﬁtlea. A great proportion
of the nation, growing wersc, by the very means in-
tended for theis reformuton, ripensd fust for ceftain

destriction.
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It is not denied that the effort of the individual him-
s¢If, and the preaching of the word, have in many in-
stances been very cffectual; but only i1 conscquence of
energy from on high. The bLead of the ehurch
bestows, and grace for grace; he rouscs the slug-
gish; he blesses the faithful ; moving the waters of
the sanctuary, he gives them a healing virtue.

When David fe]), how did Duvid expect to rise # By
the spirit of God renewing and sanclifying his seul,
How wus Isracl recovered from practices, which drew
down the judgments of God? They were recovercd
by the power of God. . He arnsunced, by the Prophet,
his gracious design, which he exceuted to the Tecove-
ry of Israel, and the admiration of the whole earth.
o Then will T sprinkle clean watfr upon you, and ye¢
& ghyll be clean ; from all your hithiness, and from all
¢ your idols will 1 cleange you. A new beart also will
“ [ give vou, and a new spirit will T put within you ;
# znd [ will take away the stony healtout of your flesh,
¢ and I will give you an heart of flesh. Amned Fwill put
& my Spirit within yom, and cause you Lo walk in my
¢ geatutes, and ye shuil keep my judgments, and do

i them,™

What are the works for which ancient prophecies
célebrate so much the expected Mussiah ! In works of
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grace and mercy shall he abound ; he shall be & like a
refiner's firg, and jike the % fullers soap; be shall pu-
& pify the sins of Levi, and purge them az gold and
% silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an offering
# in rightoousness—pleasent unto the Lord as in the
“ days ot old, amnd as in former years. He came not 1o
# call the righteous, but sinners to repentance ; be
@ came to seek and to save that which was lost.”

Christ’s power over men’s hodies 1o strenpthen, to
perfect, and to heal, the weak, the maimed, and the
discanad, was an emblem of a more wonderful power
over their minds. Stretch ont the withered hand;
take up thy bed and walk; arise ; was his command,
and such cfficacy atuended the command, that weak-
ness infirmity and disease immediately fled; obedience
belore was impossible, now it was easy 4 the hindrance
was removed, and the afflicted were astonished to find
themselves healthful and vigorous, inpessession of per-
fect and ‘pobust constitutions,

Remember now thy crester ; be soberminded ; keep
my rnmmnnﬂm;enm—_—thase, and similar exhortations,
when addresscd to the giddy, the dissipated, and the
disobedient, are not more likely to be listened unto, nor
executed than in cases of patural incapacity ; habits arg
yery obstinate ; especially vicious habity ; they arc a
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second nature; but the word of Jesus s a word ef
power ; it is life and energy ;  the man is roused and
animated ; he shakes off cvery fetter; he breaks
through every hinderance ; he runs in the way of God's
commantdments. Jffe speaks who ooce said let there
be Jight and there was light  Peace he still, and the
windz and the waves were calm. The effect is imme-
diate and ieresistihle. Matthew the publican was there-
by disengaged from a rulnous attachment to the world.
The women of Sumaria was brought to hold ber fer-
mer dissipation in abborrence.  Mary Magdsiene was
set at liberty froma long and a degrading captivity te
i snd mdamn.

Tt is Jesus still pleased to exercise his astonishing
povet for the benchit of man? Do sinners atill hear
his voice, rerrdering . them, .thoughtful, resoluie snd
ohedient? Yes, he iz exaited a Prinpe lﬂﬂ}ﬁhﬁm‘
to gEIve Tepentance; 1o OPCn Elen's eyesi—1 0 turs
them from darkness to light from the power of Seen
wnte Geod, This power he exerts, sometimes in a
secrel; sometimes in an open MEnher. _Any means he
can refder effociunl ; It way be the wan’s oorgace
Hection -t gay be the eedinery - conrse of : Prexi-
dence =1t ity be the preaching. of the weord. 3o
jmean, however inowmsiderable, dbut-is sufficient, if
-give it ehceey, wnd the moet ltkely, without thisedf-
cary coan produce ne abiding effect,
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A RUMOUR reached Alexandria on the 98th of
Trecember 1811, that the inhabitants of Richmond had
been visited by a tervible calamity on the evening of
the 26th. The alarm was great and general, many
Taving dﬂLﬂghtcm and intimate acquaintances in thet
city, and alf feeling for the affliction of fellow-men,
and fellow-citizens. Tidings are the food of erief
whose pppetite iz voracious 3 no particularity is
crouph ; another circumstance, and another, every
circumstance, and that cireumstance detai) in the fulls
¢3t manner, what went hefore, what was atrendans and
what was conseguent, Tedlizo t!n:mtia'm::hnly scene, -let
vs ste it, less canmot satisly the mind pierced with
grief. Yo @ fever, this is necessary to quench the
thirst, and yet the thirst cannot be quenched: Alex-

andria siekened when the saddeming remour reached
i, What' ¥ what has ha ppencd?

| The tale of woe is short.  The overflowihg only of
the heart !‘tlns off in‘a sigh-—a wordea l:nruten m-
tﬂﬂtﬂ.

Thq '-!'haq}.rc took fire, and eighey r::l:u.m are mﬂ-

summl
:F.
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Tivne wbates the violence of gricf, and enalles the
mind with suflicient calmness to listen, snd to investi-
pate ; to escape from an oppressive burden, but (o es
oape s Isteel didy enriched with the spoil of the ene-
my.

The calamily, which has laid a gay and flourishing
city in the dust, ranks with those generally termed
gecidental. Wo man designed that celamity, nor actu-
ally brought it on the city. It was of God, who there-
by cxecuted part of his wise, but to us, mysteripus
plan. The ceiling of the Theidtre was painted canvass,
andthe sconery highly combustible. Anattemptto low-
cr a chandelier, which wes sukwardly hung,and, at the
sime cntangled, threw it among the scenery, which touk
fire; the scenery, the ceiling, and the rool were in-
stantly in flames; = thick cloud of smoke and yapour
descended ; all whas consternation ; the Pit, from which
there was free nccess, was immediately ﬂﬁ:ptié:l; but
the Boxes, from which there was only one narrow pas-
sage, could not soon be clenred. It was as Eﬂﬁ}".tﬂ ga
through a wall, as through the croud; the stair sunk
under the pressure, throwing headlong o prostrate
ravltisde in heaps. The vapour had uxﬁngﬁiﬂhéd.thﬂ
lights, and was found extremely suffocating. A blaze
from the cloud of smoke, or from the clothes of those

who were on fire, incressed the horrour. Some fainted;
some were suffocated ; sogne were consumed to ashes ;
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. someé were trampled to death. A number reached the
door, or throwing themselves out of the windows, es-
capad ; but escaped, bruised—maimed-—or severely
Lurned. The vapour was so scorching, that, in one in-
stance at least, aithough no part of the dress was even
sinped, the body was so burned as to issue, after lin-
ﬁcl‘ing a few davs, in deatn. Those who cscaped know
not how ; some with safety ; others with fatal or last-
ng injury. The sufferers could not have agonized
long ; with most dcath was instantaneous, dying in a
faint, or by suffocation ; and m &lly less than nine or
ten minutes put a pericd to their existence. The
shrieks which at frst were load and from every lip,
after that interval ceased, .ﬂl'l.d all was still as the grave,
A child at the E.n:t aiarm, fell on her k_n.l:s:,s a.ﬂd {:allﬂd
aloud for mercy, she was llﬂmﬂ and was snatched as g
brand [rom the bu]*m-wg ; another wus thrown by the
pross from the Boxes inte the Pit :md therehy esca{md
Eamﬁmﬂach pthers RIS, uvermme h]r I.hE- Em-uke.
sunk ope in the direction of the ‘window, another in the
opposite direction, the one was lost, but the other sa-
ved. The more attentively 1 consider these facts, it
forces on my mind a conviction that the ofjecs was
precisely marked ; the danger certainly was equal, but
God had ordsined the one for life, and the other for
death. Rank and station, youth and beauty, wisdom
and useltlness were of no avail, The commission



i ATERNEDIE.

was given, and all, included in the commission, with-
T any exception, feil. It was the moment, Exed in
the decree of God for their departure from earth, and
their departure eouk! not be delayed, Eigdiry of the
siz hundred who were in the Theatre, becume a prey
io death. '

T wemthe noore convinced that this fulemity was of
Giod from many attending circumstances. T'he calamity
was anticipated by some of the sufferers. 1 do hot
medan that any had an idea that the Theatre should that
evening be their prave, but they were unessy, they
¥tiew hot why; and apprebended an unknown but fa-
tal e¥il. Similer xpprebensions -have often in similar
circumstances been experienced. God,in pity to men,
'g_'iﬂs secTet iftimations in a manner none can explain,
of what he designs, that myen may prepare to meet
théih ‘Goll, * Tt asdtires s thit God governy Wi world
in wisdom, and has connected man more intimately
wiith the world of spirits than is gencrally believed.ce
Ruchester menthons two instances of this kind which
- fell under his own cbservation, and, in his most giddy
days, impelled him to pavse and toreficct.  Henry the
IV #f France was agonized st thie approack of & cer-
‘tain duy ; but whence his agony ? He could not tell.—
Tt was the very dey on which he was assessineled,
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Dne very amiable, and who had for years past been
soficitous to know and 1o serve her God, felt an unae-
countable anxiety for the welfare of her husband, who
was then absent. Nothing had occurred te excite
anxicty, but it was excited, and in a degree that abs
was restiess, until she had reached Richmond. Res
luctantly she attended the Theatre, at the lmportunily
of her young f{ricnds, declaring that for the last thma
she waujd tread forbidden ground, and sacrifice her
own judgment to the gratification of others. She ef-
fected her retreat indeed, but so injured that in & few
days she expired. The hand of God led her to the fa-
tal spot, Bo doubt fer-wise.zeapons, which, for the pres
pent, are invelved in impesetrable mystery '

A young msn of enpgaping manners, and tried cou-
tage was deterred from attending the Theatre by a
dream, that he had been assassinated in the Lodby : in
Ha. drearn be felt all the sgonion oF Soathy hm awoke
fn terror, Hetermined to avoid the accursed spot, but
his resplution was shaken by the keen ridicule with
whinh:_hig.appmhmium were teeated:  In the conrse
of the representationy an actor entered with & hatchet
in his band. It threw our youtk into an agony. + That
¢ i the man whom I saw in my dream.”  He rose to
fly, but was severely rallied by his female friends.
¢ Stay you are going to the spot where you werc assas-

' Fz
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¢ ginated, stay e will protect you.”  He did stay, and
when the alarm was given, generously afforded his
fiiends every sid, bur perished on the very spot, point-
ed out in his dream. Was not his fate forcseen 7 Were
not intimations thereof afforded him ? Whe could
foresee that fate, or afford these intimations but
God who does in the armics of hegven, and among the
inhabitants of the earth what he pleascth ?

A young woman, greatly lamented, for her penero-
sity and cheerlitlness, a victim on this fatal night, Fefi-
scil her attendance before she had made her will, ne
reason was assigned, but it was deemed pecessary, ag
some impressions on her mind, indieated that it was
not long, that she should be an inhabitant of this world,
when her will was made, she attended her companiens
with her usual goiety.

These instances, which 1 believe in general to be
trug, although it is extremely difficult to obtain an ac-
curate detil, proclaim alowd thet therc isan ® appointed
# time to man on earth ¢ his days are determined, the
# hamber of his months are with God.” He requires
gur lives when, and where, and how he pleaseth.

Son of man, thou art born to die ; at home, or sbroad ;
in the house or on the way; epgaged in wordiy busi-
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ness, or eigagéd in hots of religiony among the ronsi-
derate or moong the gay, thon Trendest uncertan
rround ; the grave yawns to swallow thee up ; be al-
ways ready.

© To thils Event, alun, reslize that doy when the heavens
ghuil” mass awaf with @ rreat t‘lCr.q_.E!, when the e!&mmﬁa‘
ghutl raclt with fervent heat, when the' cal‘f.h a.nd H‘Iﬁ
tl;mgur mhﬁ:ﬁ A 'Lhenz'm shall be humed up '

Lk

Mr. Hill of Winchester impl oves this f:'l.r{.ﬁt, by A
plﬂ#mmd impressive address, to repent and to
amend our Tves s and ﬁﬁ'ﬁh:andm' t:-[' Phllullﬁlph.m,
by pouring h.a.lm mtn the wuurﬂcd H.uul

R R L R ER
i o

. - iy _h"'l-- gt d) E{ ; [ "k
D Samuel™Mifler of New York offers, in a concise,
eloguent sud enlightened discourse, motives, to lessen

and 1o dl..btl‘l]j' the attachment of Christiane to _[ hea-
. iefonte: o401 ST 1 g R
¥ :'r-!-:-r.s;.--:.,;ﬁﬂ el

-5

]r[l‘. Dashiell of Baltimore raises his voice a4 & trem-
p.effé’% runa: t'he sons of pleasire, {oe l:zfltﬂ a ivst for
the waters of I].i'r:, aud to imbitter these pollutcd waters
of which none can drink who fegard their fives.
3 Tﬂéiiﬂﬂi& of the signs of the umr:s, which w1th
many ﬂﬂlera, t‘leﬂ:rw sermua altEn’r_mn. .PL E.ircuﬁ't-
stannce unknown o me when 1 discussed that subject
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bas since come to my knowledge, A worthy member
of Congress has assured me of the fact.  The French
prisoners in England, have received from that governs
maent, Fibler, and FPreechers, who, in their oun lan-
guage, vsplain to them the sctipture, muny of them
have heen converted, and torned voto God,  How the
cmperor of Franee will be affucied by this generous
act [ know not. 1t has confireel on his subpects a be-
nefit, which he cannot eastly rvoay. 1 eases their cap-
tivity. It has ennobled thess more than their emperor
could ever have ennobled thew. They are become ci-
tizens of heaven; menof principle; more valnable
subjects than ever; for those wlho feur their God,
% will not be wanting in kensur™ to their king. A lc-
ven 18 hereby thrown inte the mass of the French em-
pire which I hope will fermear and leven the whole
hump,

In confirmation that men sometimes have pr{:sag:ﬁ
of death, and the conelusion which may be drawn from
thence, the fpllowing quotation fiom Dr. Bunet’s iifc
of Rochester deserves attention :

% When. Rochester went to sea in the year 1664,
% thers Hﬂppéﬁad to be in the same ship with him, ™r.
« Montague and afiother gentleman of quality, These
“ two, the former especially, seemed persuaded that
“ they should never return into England : Ma. Montas
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¢ gue said he was sure of it; the other was not so po-
« mitive. The Eurl of Rochester and the last of these
t enterrd into a formal engagement, not without cete-
“ monies of religion, that, if either of them died, he
¢ should appeary and give the other notce of the fu-
“ tyre state, if there was any ; but Mr. Montague
“ would not enter into the bond. When the duv come
t that they thought to have taken the Butch fleet, in
“ the port of Bergenm, Mr. Montague, though he had
« such a strong presage in his mind of Lis apprasch-
“ ing death, yet he generously staid all the while in the
“ pjace of greatest danger. The other gentleman sig-
 nalized h.ii'c:uungu:in.g‘g:mat undaunted manner til
i the end of the action, when he f(ell on a sudden inte
+ such a trembling that he could scarce stand ;  and,
“ Bir. Montague going to bim to hold him up, es they
% were in each ether’s arms, a cannon ball killed bim
« ontright, and carvied away Mr., Maontague’s belly, so
u gbathe died within an bour pfier. The Emd of Ree
 -chamser-aald 7ud.that thead presages they had in their
& minds made some impression on him, that there
“ wgpe peparate beings; and thatthe soul, gither bya
< pptural sSpEgacity, or some secret notice commmnicated
# to ity had g sevt of divination.  But that gentleman's
% JEver appealing was & great snare to him during the
¥ pemaninder of his life; though when he told me this,
“ he could not but acknowledge it was an unreasodiis
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u ble thipg for him to think, that beings in anether
¥ giate are hot under such laws and limits that they
# eonld pot command their own motions but as the Bu-
« preme Power should order them ; and that one, whe
w had so corrupted the natueal principles of truth as he
% had, had 1o reason to expect that such an extraoidi-
“ nary thing should be dene for his conviction.

t He told me of another odd presage that one had 6f
“ his approaching death in the Ludy Warre's, his mo-
i€ ther-in-luw's, house.  The chaplain had dreatit ¥bat
“ such a day he should die; but, being by all the fo-
# mily-put out of the belic, be had almost forgot it;
¢ 1ill, the evening beforey at-supper, there being thir-
t teen ut table, aceording to a fond conceit that onc of
 these must soon dic, one of the young ladies pointed
# 1o him that he was to die. He, remerbering his
u dream, fell into some dizorder; amd, the Ledy Warre
# reproving him for his superstition, he mald he was
« confident he was to die before morning ; but he be-
« ing in perfect heplth, it wis not much minded- It
# was Saturday night, and he was to preach next day.
# He went to his chamber, and sat up late, as appear-.
t ¢ by the burning of his candle; asnd he had becn
« preparing his notes for his sermon; bat was found
# dead in his bed the next morning. These things, he
& said, made lum inclined w belicye the soul was @
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# sybstance distinct fromn matter ; and this often
% returncd into his mind.  But that which perfected
“ his persuasion about it was, that, in the sickness
“ which brought him so near death before 1 first knew
% him, when his spirits were so low and spent that he
% could not move nor stir, and he did not think to live
& an hour, he said his reason and judgment were so
% clear and strong, that from thence he was fully per-
“ suaded that death was not the spending or dissolu-
# tion ef the soul, but only the separation of it from
‘“ matter.  He had in that sickniss great remorseness
“ for his past life; but he afterwards told me that they
“ were rather geperal and dark horeors than any con-
% yiction of sinning aguinst God. He was sorry he
% had lived so as to waste his strength so soon, or that
“ he had brought sach an ill name upon himself; and
% had an agony in his mind about it which he knew not
% well how to express; but at such tirnes, though he
“ complied with his friends in suffering divines to he
@ sent for, be =aid he had no great mind to it, and that
“ it was but a picce of his breeding to desire them ve
“ pray by him, in which he joined little himself"
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The reverend Thomas Seors, although ministering at
the altar, was long in darkness which the light could
not penetrate.  He was inclined to examine ; one pre-
judicc gave way after another ; he was gradually en-
lightened ; and is now one ol the brightest luminaries
in the church. It is impossible to read his book on
% the force of Truth,” and not acknowledge the rebel-
lion of the patural heart; and not adore the astonish-

ing power which reduces the rebel, and lays him in
the dust.

. A tedious sickness chastened the mind of Bockess
ter, and-disposed him for sober thought. But his own
refloction, aided by the experenee; ecunsel and salid
Leusoning of able and piots divines could not convinco
bim of the truth and excellence of the gospel. His
judgment yielded; but the enmity of his heart was not
moved. What men could not do, God did ; it was his
work ; aid his gfory be will not give to ansther. . Ro-
chester reprented, Lut thet repentince ‘Wa; frven himy
of which,we 4@ assured fromn bis own lips, The fifry
third chapter "~ th- pruphecy of Isaiah was read in his
hearing. % He felt an inward force ys he heard it read,
¢ whica did so enligiiten his miond aud convince him, that
4 he could resiot it no lorgor; for the words had autho-
“ rity wnich < sasetlike rays or beams in his mind; s
#.that he was nut wuy cunvinced by the reasonings he
E
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i had about it which satisfied his understanding, but
4 by a power which did so effectually constrain him,
# that he did ever after as firmly believe in his Saviour
% gs if he had scen him in the clouds.” He teld Dr.
Buract that after this he had received the sacrament
with great satisfaction ;—that he had overcome all his
t« pesentments to all the world, so that he bore ill-will
% to no person, not hated any upon personal accounits.
% He had given a true state of his debts, end had  or-
¢ dered to pay them all, as far as his estate, that was
« pot settled, could go ; and was confident that, 1f all
& that was owing to him were puid to his executors,
# his creditors would be all satisfied. e said, he found
4 'his mind now possessed with another sense of things
& than cver he had formerly. He did not repine under
# 1! his pain; and, in one of the sharpest fits he was
s ynder while T was with him, he said, he did will
# ingly submit ; and, looking up te heaven, said, * God’s
 holy will be done: Ibless him for all he doés to
« me” He professed, he was contented either to die
& of live, as shoyld please God'; and, -though-it was a
& foolish thing for a man to pretend to choose whether
# he would die or live, yet he wished rather to die.”
Dr. Burnet having understood all these things from
hima, and belvg pressed to give him his opinion plainly
pbout his eternal state,  told him, that, though theé
# promises of the gospel did all depend upon a real



E1

REPENTANCE. 51

fichange of heartand life, us (he indispensibie emi-
% dition upon which they were made; and that it was
" scarcely possible to know certainly whether our
“ hearts arc changed, uniess it appeare L our lives;
¥ and Lhe repentance of most dylog m&iﬁng Ike the
“ howlings of condemned prisoners for pardon, which
“ flowcd from no sense of their erimes, Lut from the
“ horror of approaching death, there was ltile reussn
“ 4o encaurage uny to hope much from sucl sorrow-
 ing; yet, certainly, if the mind of a sinner, even ona
% death-bed, be wruly renewed and turoed to God, se
“.great is Rig mercy, that he will receive him even in
% that exremity. He saidy big vas sure his mind was
4 entirely turned ; and, though horror had given him
“ his first awaking, yet that was tipw grown up inio a
% gettled faith and conversion.”

- Golonel James Gardener, huving spent aevening {n
gay company, had'wn unhaippy assighation with a mnar-
ried womian, whom he was to attend exactly at twelve;
to kill a tedious hour, he carelessly took up a book,
which his mother, without his knowledge, had put into
his portmanteay. Tt was a religious book; % an unu-
% gual blaze of light fell upon the book while he was
% reading, which he at fivst imagined might happen
“by some accidentin the candle. But lifting up his
Y eves, he apprehended, to his extreme amasement,
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“ that there was before him, as it were suspended in
% the air, a vissible representation of the Lord Jesus
# Christ upon the cross, surroundad on afl sides with
# a rlory ; was impressed, us iF a voice, oF some-
 thing equivalent to a voice, had come to him, to this
 effect, (for he was not confident as to the words},
“ ¢ Oh sinner! did I suffer this for thee, and are these
# thy returns ' He never once recollected the detes-
#ble assignation which the moment before engrossed
all his thoughts. He appearcd the vilest rhonster ib
the creation of God, who had all his life time, by Tis
#ing, been crucifying Christ afresh. He ahhorved hime
el and repented in dust and ashes. Not so much his
fear of hell; as his humble gratitude to the Saviour of
the world agonized his soul. Thiz was a new zera in
his life: The joyful day when a son was botn to
Giod : when the captive was set at liberty; and the
heir of hell became an heir of God. Dr. Doddridge
speaking of this event, says,—* I have known those of
“ diatinguvished penius, polite manners, and greas ex-
% perience in human affairs, who after having ouigrown
“ gli the impressions of a religious education, after hav-
% ing been hardened, rather than subdued, by the most
# singular mercies, even various, repeated, and asta-
« pishing deliverances, which have appeared to them-
i gelvea no less than miraculous; after having lived
b for years without God in the woild, notoriously cor-
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« pupt themselves, and labouring to the utmost 10 cor-
“ pupt others, have been stopt on a sudden in the full
4 rareer of thelr sin, and have felt such rays of the di-
i vine presence, and of redeeming love, darting in up-
“ pn their minds, almeost like lightoing from heaven, as
“ huve at ence roused, overpowered and transformed
“ them ; sothat they have come out of their secret
« chamber, with an irreconcileable enmity to thost
“ vicos to which, when they entered them, they were
% 1he tamest and most abandoned slaves; and have ap-
« peared from that very-hour the votarics, the patrens,
s i.hnmpiggq_uf religien ; and after a course of the
- most resolwte-attachmeny-4e-if,-inn spite of all the rea-
# sonings or the railleries, the importunides or the re.
 proaches of .its enemigsi-they have continuéd to-this
“ day some of its brightest ornaments: A change which
« T behold with equal wonder and delight, and which, if
“* a nation should join in deriding i, E would read az
‘t the E.nggrdeﬂﬂ&." i T e e e i

« Except y¢ repent ye shall Skeadse fierish®  Your
rann shail-be pudden, total and frrefiarable, '

Let it be remembered, wherein thie particular dan-
ger of. §in consists.  Sin renders men odious to Ged,
and liable -to punishment : in consequence of the first
the- sinngr is, in scripture, spoken of as vile, as piofuied:

L 2 '
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unelean ; in consequence of the second, he is threaten.
ed with efripes, with anguish, with ¢ worm thar dierd
not, and with a fre that is me: guenched. A con-
science, not yet seared as with a hot iron, is anxious
and pained when overtaken in a fault, muph move al-
ter every deliberate act of disobedience; a full proof
that sin tends to ¢fftcf our misery and ruim, How far
'I‘ﬁ.pEDtﬂ.TJCH alone, would have availed, witheut any other
interposition, I pretend not te exuymine, but belicve,
fram the truths already established, that an instance of
repentance as it has now been expluined, in sueh eir-
stances, could never bave eccurred. Certain it 'Is,
that the scriptare every where ascribes man’s deliver-
ance [rom the poliution, the tyraony, and punishment
of sin to Christ’s death. Renovation of pature is ne-
cessary to fit us for enjoying communion with God ;
and the death of Christ, to secure the benaur of the
Divine law whilst the guiliy are received. into-favour.
With neither will God dispense.  Unless you believe,
you cannot be justified ; unless you become holy, you
can have no fellowship with God.  Evangedioal repent-
ance always supposes, such views ag render sin detes-
table to the soul—mas excite hope—as lead to ebedience,
He who believes, he who hepes, he whe is;oledient,
exercises that repentance which the Gospel deimandsy
and in consequence thereof; on the principles found in.
scripture, is no longer odious to. God: 1o longer iphe
exposed to punishment.
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No doctrine is more [ully taught in scriplure, nor
illustrated with such a variety of txprns‘.s:iﬂn, as this,
thut Christ’s Ulood was shed for the remission of sin;
but this docirine was never ineant to set men at their
ease whilst they ro]l sin as a swect morsel onder their
tangues.  Such men gduse this astonishing dispensas
tion for the recovery of a lost world ; they are bliad ;
they forget that they have been purged from their old
mus . to.thesc enemies of the cross of Chrisy, we speak
no comfurt; we afford no hope ; we prunounce no par-
don. But let fuith in Christ withdruw the heart from
the love.and practice of sin; let it produce tust in
Ciod 3 let it excite Eﬂpﬁcﬁf"ﬂm‘:sf.- - L Gr.mpt.:i will
then be found, a dispensation the most consolitury and
efficacious ; it speaks peuce to their sowls; it promises
pardon ; for their sanctification they receive the holy
spirit; for their encouragement the hope of immortas
Hiy.

% Except ye repent, ve shall aff perish.™

In the dectrine of repentance, men of every ape, of
every bation, of every character are immeudiaicly con-
eerned; from the.Jews, whom our Lord addrecsed on
this eccasion, to the ussembly collected in this house ;
®ay, were all' now living in the world pathered toge-
ther: -had I the woice of the arch-angel, whick shall
rouse the dead, and reach from pole to pole, I should.
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preach repentance fo them all WG the name of Jegus,
and the remfssion of sine The' commission, under
which the ministers of the Gospel act, is unlimited,
They crirexclude nope of whatever nation or colour;
of whatever paventage orrank : of whatever endowment
or occupation.  Fidelity to their Lord compells them
to assure all in geners!, and: ench in particular, that
Jesug, when they submit to him, is ready 1o exert his
powcr te regencrete their souls; to shew his Iﬁerr.:.'n
proncuncing their sins forgiven. Cheerluily I repeat
the assurance for the direction and comiort of ‘all whe
now hear me ; no circumstance of puilt or folly can
be any hinderance. Come this day to Christ, con-
temptible for your follyy, exposed by wour guily, 5ou;
will ind hir, as willing as when he was on earth, (e
save from sim; and a3 roigbty as ever to save to the
attermost..

God, now in his word, calls you to repent; lately
he called vou in his providence ;. you have heard of &
multitude being consumied in fames. - No apprehen-
mioh-of danger, and no warning., Like Christ's future
soming, it was sudden and unexpected; his coming
was unknodm, gyntil he had come. To this, and to si-
milar events, the words of Christ well apply. “ As.
“ the lightning, that Lightneih out of the one  pary un-
‘- der heaven, shineth unto the other perd under heg~
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4 yen; so shalf also the Son of man be in his day. But
“ first must he salfer many things, and be rejected of
% this generation.  And as it was in the days of Noe,
“ sp shall it he also in the days of the Son af man.
% They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they
# were given in marrisge, until the day that Noe en-
i tered the ark; and the flood came, and destroyed
% them all.  Likewise also, as it was in the days of
% Lot; they did eat, they drank, they bought, they
% 5pld, they planted, they builded : But the same day
4 that Lot went out of Sodom, it rained fire and brim-
@ stone fr-u_m heaven, arud degtm}red themt all. Even
% thus shall it be in the dyy when the Son ef man shall
2 be revealed.” TR

Leave the sufferers with a merciful Creator; pog
are forbidden to pronounce their doom @ % Shall net
“ the judge of all the earth do right 1"

. b e dn F ; *
Sytapathise with the survivors whose hearts bleed -
they mourn, let us mourn; but mourn not as those
who have no hope. Where is the presumptuous marn
who dures to set limits to the mercies of God ? They
have no limit; they exceed even our conception :
from this thought, and From this alone, can any of #=
dierive hope. -
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They have suffered ! Lut why ! DBecause they were
greater siuners than others ! Were the Gulilcans
whose blood Pilate mingled with their sacrifices;
were the Jews who, in an instant, were crushed to
death by the full of the tower of Siioam, sinners above
all the Galileans, and ail the Jews? Our Saviour tells
us MNay: His decision in this instance, applies to all
ethers of o similar nature.

They have suffered, that we may be warned by their
sufferings. If after such warning, any of yeu persist
to lead unprofitable, careless, dissipated lives; and thus
to murder the few days which God has given you on
earth, to prepare for heaven, you must he epeechless
when yon stand before his bar, not having one single
excuse to offer for your conduct.

The language of so awiul a Providence in, I come
guickly, prepare for my coming, DBe not anxious for
possessions which the fire moy consume ; live not in
pleasures which any moment may imbitter ; engage in
N4 pursuity allow yowrselves in no indulgence which
would unfit you for appeating at the bar of God, and
hearing, with calmness, from his mouth, your inevita-
ble doom.

Thoughticseness, dissifration atnl folly, the reproach
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of crowded cities, are by this event, exposed to the de-
testation of all.  Awake ve votaiies of pleasure ; res
pent of the time which you have already lost : employ

vour remaining days in the service of your God,

Were, our brethren who have Leen hurried into
eternity, restored o us apain, what would be their fu-
ture lives ! No doubt, lives of faith, of spirituality, of
mortification to the world: Such be your lives; nums
ber your days =0 as to apply your hearts to wisdom,
Pass the time of your sojourning on earth in the foar
of God. Yon know neither the day, nor the hour
when your lovd shall weturn ; be, therefore, always
ready. Let your lains be girded about, and your
lamps burning.  Watch and pray that ve enter not in-
to temptation.  Weigh well our Lord’s decision con-
cerning the sufferings of others, proncunced in my
text; aud let the assurance founded on that decision
influence and direct your future conduct. & Suppose
% ye that these ‘Galileans were sinners above all the
% Galileans, because they suffered such things ? I tell
“ye Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall alf likcwise
% perish.  Or those eighteen ypon whom the tower of
% Biloam fell, and slew them, think ye that they wore
% sinners above all men that dwelt in Jerusalem? 1tell

% ye Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise

¢ perish,” Amen.
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