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A
FUNERMAL SERMON
R

COLLOSSIANS 1. 12.

GIVING THANKS UNTO THE FA-
THER WHICH HATH MADE US
MEET TO BE PARTAKERS OF

THE INHERITANCE OF THE

SAINTS IN LIGHT,

@I HAT the do@rines of grace
@ /< are oppofed to the intereft of
g8 virtue and godlinefs, was never

&3, fuggefted, unlefs by thofe who
=< underftood not their nature and
m E felt not their influence. All

~ others have a witnefs in them-
felves that no other dorines can fecure that in-
tereft. The matchlefs wifdom with whichGop has
ever connetted end and means fhines out in its
true luftre, in nothing fo much as the falvation

of finners. This blifs is fettled on them by an

eternal purpofe, it is true; but the fteps by

which it is to be attained, are beautifully con-
neted each to the other, in a golden chain, -

that reaches from the beginning to the end of
things ; a chain from which one link cannot be
broken off, without defeating the end, and fpoil~
ing the whole, o .
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Ir the kingdom of heaven be prepared for
any, from before the foundation _ofP the world:
yet it never was defigned to be their poffeffion,
until they fhall firft have been prepared for it.
Arethey predeftinated to endlefsblifs? As theway
to itthey are alfopredeftinated to befirft conforms
ed to the image of its Author. Holinefs is the
nature of that ftate—and holinefs fhall be the
nature of all that fhall enter it. Shall the elect
be glorified at laft ? Then muft they be fancti-
fied in time. For this end they muftbe juftifi-
ed :—andtherefore believe :—but inordertothis,
they muft be effettually called : and thus whate-
ver certainty there is that they fhall never perifh
—the certainty is no lefs, that without holinefs,
they fhall never fee the Liorn, L

~ Taus is the leading fentiment of the context:
~—The confideration of it might well become us
at any time, but the late departure of a worthy
Elder of this church who both by word and deed
was an eminent advocate for it, calls usto a fpe-
cial attention to it at prefent; and the particular
requeft of the bereaved family abliges me now
to offer you my aid therein, :

In the region of Phrygia, in Afiaminor, near
to Hierapolis and Laodicea, ftood the city Co-
loffe; which in modern times is better known
by the name Chone;—juft at the confluence
of the rivers Lycus and M=ander. There it
pleafed the Lord of the vineyard early to em-
ploy the faithful Epaprr as in planting a church:
—and the feeds of gofpel-truth, fown there,
foon fprang up in thofe fruits of faith and lov:};

whict
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which fpread the fame of that new fociety of.
converts far and wide.—Thefe recommended
them to the charity of the Apoftle fo thoroughly,
that they became a conftant fubjeét of his pray-
ers' and thankfgivings, during his continuance
as a prifoner at Rome. It feems however, that
the glorious morning of this church, was foon
overcaft with gloomy clouds. Of this fad change,
Paul, in his imprifonment, being: apprifed by
Epaphras himfelf, writes them this epiftle as an
' a.ntigote againft the contagion then fpreading.

His addrefs is introduced by animating com-
mendations of whatever he found right among
them ; and earneft prayers to the Gob of all grace
for perfecting the good work he had begun there.
In the words of the text, as if his heart had been
fuddenly affured of an anfwer of peace, both on
his own behalf and theirs ; he paffes from prayer
to thank{giving to Gop the Father, for comple-
ting by his {pirit the application of the redempti-
on purchafed by the merits of his Son ; in making
them fit for communion with himfelf in heaven.

In the 14th verfe, he thews where the foundati-
on of this good work within them'was laid, viz.
in the redemption wrought for them by the blood
of Carist. This is w%lat enfured them the re-
miflion of fins:—and as it is exprefled in the
13th verfe, delivered them from their natural
bondage to the power of darknefs—and made
them free citizens of the gracious kingdom of
Curist. ' The text ftates the iffue of this tranf-
lation ; in the progreflive work of the fpirit in
sneetening them for heaven. All this he afcribes

. . e
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to the Father; as he originated the whole plan
inhiseternal counfel—he, in the ceconomy of that
work, then fettled, fent the Son to redeem; and
he, thro’ the Son, fends the Spirit to apply the
purchafed benefits to every fubject. Hence, in
this mediate fenfe it may be faid that he made us
meet ; that is, fit or fuitable for it.

THe word, tho’ borrowed from the Hebrew
idiom, and never again ufed by the apoftle, ex-
cept in 2 Cor. iii. §, 6, is well known to fignify *
meetnefs or competency ; and here it is meetnefs
for a part (literally) in_the lot of the faints, i. e.
in the joys and glories r}/er*ved Sfor them above. A
phrafeology this which carries a manifeft allufion
to the manner of afligning to the Ifraelites by lot
their refpeétive portions 1n the land of Canaan,
and makes an eafy application of it to the divine
allotment of the eternal inheritance of faints, in
that heavenly Canaan, of which the earthly was
but a type. Let itthen be noted that

1. THE words afford us a defcription of hea-
ven, as the portion referved for faints :—it is call-
ed /ight : a word thatmaybeunderftood eitherlite-
rally, to point out the everlafting and uncloud-
ed day that obtains in that "blefled world—or
metaphorically, to fignify the perfe&t joy—glory
and blifs pofieflfed there by every inhabitant ; for
* in this way the word Jight is very often ufed in

{cripture.

2. Tuey fhew us how this is'a_cci:xircd; not by
their own merit—works—or worth ; but by in-
beritance; or the free donation of a father to

his
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his own children; founded only in his love,
and their near relation to himfelf; a conveyance
which conftitutes at once the freeft, the fureft,
the moft indefeafible, and the moft durable title
to a full and continual poffeflion.

. 3. THE heirs are here defcribed to whom this
inheritance belongs: it is not for all men; as
fome new-gofpelers pretend: no. As thewhole -
bible is igriorant of that do&rine ; fo the text ex-
- prefsly confines this title to faints; i. e. holy per-
{ons, or fuch as are fanétified by the Holy Ghoft 5
and fo have received holy natures—are carried
on in the exercife of holy graces—in aline of ho-
ly duties—through a holy courfe of life and con-
verfation ; and thus are found univerfally holy—
and grow therein perfeveringly to the end of their
days. To. thefe and thefe only this inheritance
belongs—for thefe it was purchafed, to thefe it
was proinifed—and to thefe fhall it be given,

4. The qualification neceffary for thefe heirs,
in order to their entering on the poffeffion of
this inheritance, is here afcertained in the words,
made meet for it. However good their title
may be from the firft moment of their juftifica-
tion and adoption, yet they fhall never enjoy the
kingdom prepared for them, until they are alfo
prepared for it:—that is, every thing contrary
to its nature muft be taken out of theirs ;—dif-
pofitions fuitable to the enjoyments and employ-
ments of that happy ftdée muft be found in them:
—and thefe matured to perfection.—Never can
they enter into that reft, until every blemith and

' o B imper{ection
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- imperfeCtion is removed :~—and not a moment
longer fhall they be kept out, when once that is
done.

5. To this meetnefs they are wrought by their
heavenly Father ; from whom the right to the
inheritance defcends to them. They are natu-
rally asunmeet as any others ; * dead in treflpaffes
and fins;® totallydepraved, and utterly anunclean
thing. © Nor can any of them attain this meet-
nefs, by doings of his own.* It is Gop that
muft work in them all both to will and to do. *
It is he that regenerates them by his fpirit:—it
is he that fanctifies—that edifies—that leads—
ftrengthens—encreafes and perfets them, by
the fame {pirit ; ‘and when he hath wrought all
this work 1n them and for them, and fo they have
attained the neceflary meetnefs for this inhe-
ritance, every one among them mutt fay, it is by
the grace of Gop that I am what I am.’ and
therefore, '

6. WHEN they receive it, they are bound and
difpofed to give thanks forever for it.

_ Tue words thus opened afford us the follow-
ing

DOCTRINE. All faints thall enter on the.
inheritance in light, as foon as they are meet for

it. -
: O~

Eph. ii. 1. (8) Col. ii. 12. I ki 6o £d) Esb i 00
(C}e)PPhi‘Il. i ,3(..) ) Cor. (¢) Ifa. Ixiv. 6. (4) Eph. iix 9
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O this fentiment we wifh now to lay hold.
And that it may be of fome ufe, let us

I. ConsipeR the nature of this inheritance;
and '

. II. EnquIre how faints are fitted for it.

1. LeT us confider the nature of this inherit-
ance. Scanty and poor, indeed, are the beft no-
tions of it that we can form on earth. It is,
however, of importance that they be .agreeable
to the truth, as far as they go: for their influ-
ence will be carried through all our religion :—
a$ that.confifts in preparatives for it—all its
parts will be caft into the mould of the heaven
we figure to ourfelves. Every man’s religion is
of the fame kind with the habitual temper of his
heart: and as his heaven means nothing but the
completion of his withes; this will be fabricated
in exa& corefpondence with his religion.

Tris accounts for the fulfome pictures given
by the heathen, of their ELvsium;—a heaven
. which confiftedonly in a falubrious clime—and -
ﬁleafant fields—Ilawns variegated with the faireft

owers and beautified with an eternal fpring:
-plenteous tables, where ambrofia ever loads the’
board, and flowing netar crowns the cup: all
heightened by the fweeteft mufic—the gayeft
mirth—and all the fenfual delights of a perpetu-
al feftival. .

ImacERy this, drawn only by an heated fancy

~~and calculated to the tafte of a carnal beart.
_— Very -

’
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~ 'Very little different from it, is the paradife of
the Mabometin muffulman : nothing better can
it afford than a group of objeéts contrived for
the gratification of carnal lufts : women and wine
—the dance and the fong—health and plenty—

peace and viGtory are all the heaven they aim
to obtain. - ’ '

- Nor are the ideas of the final blifs, entertain-
. ed by gracelefs minds, much better adjufted to
the truth ; even by all the light of the gofpel
that daily fhines around- them. The mifer fan-
cies to himfelf a place well ftocked with heaps
- of gold—where he may take as much as he will
—and be placed beyond the danger of loofing
his acquifition :—The ambitious pleafes himfelf
with the fiction of ftately palaces—gilded roofs
—{plendid- robes—and fumptuous equipage—
of diftinguithed honors—thrones and crowns a-
bove the envy of his foes; while the fenfualift is
fired with hopes of perpetual appetites, ever {a-
“tisfied with carnal delights; but never cloyed in
the fruition. And may it not be feared, that
many profeflors fatisfy themf{elves with notions
of heaven, that are grovelling and injurious,
while they compare it only to bodily objets ?

CerTAIN it is, that, while we remain in thefe
tabernacles, the fenfes obftru¢t all refined con-
. ceptions, and the fancy abufes us with its grofs

and dreggy images. Acquainted perfectly with
this unhappy ftate of fallen man, the Father of
lights has kindly condefcended to fet heaven be-
fore us in bodily mediums ; and to defcribe it in
figures drawn from things moft valued in this

world.~
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world. Hence we find it fometimes fet forth as
a boufe*—a father’s houfe with many manfions—
a royal palace, where JeHovan keeps his court
—where ftands his throne—and where all his an-
gels are ever in waiting. Sometimes it is de-
pictured as a ity "—moft regular and beautiful
—whofe gates are made of the maft precious
pearls—its foundations jewels—and its ftreets
paved with gold; “—all’ harmonious within—
free from jars as well as wants and pains—full
of light, without fun or moon, ftars or candles—
the countenance of God and the Lamb fupplying
and fuperceding them all; fecure too, from all
dangers_ from without; and, therefore, never
needing to fhut its gates. Sometimes it is ex-
hibited under the appearance of a feaff ;* —a
marriage-fupper; where all the faints fit at the ta-
ble with their Lorp, and fup with him and he
with them :—where they freely take of all the
various fruits of the tree of life *—and drink full
draughts of the river of pleafure flowing from
the throne forevermore. And fometimesitisrepre-
. fented as a kingdom,” where all the redeemed are
honored as kings—clad in white robes, the ap-
parel of princes—feated on thrones around their
Redeemer—and wearing crowns of life and glo-
1y, in his court and prefence.

WE muftnotimagine all thefe delineations to be
words without meaning : fince they are the dic-
tates of the Spinit of truth. Nor fhould we fup-

© pofe

() 2 Corv. 1. John xiv. 2. () Heb. xii. 22. Rev. xxii. 140
(<) Rev.xxi. 18, 23. (d) Rev. xix, g. (¢} Rev. vii. 17. and xxi.’

6. and xxii. 1, 17, ~ (/f) Luke xiii, 28, 29. Luke xii. 32. and xxii. 29+
. Rev, iile 21,
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pofe them defigned to be literally underftood ;
as a real defcription of that which himfelf has
affured us far exceedeth all that eye hath feen,
or ear heard, or heart of man ever has conceived.
—No. We have the cleareft evidence, in fcrip-
ture, that the inheritance on high is all fpiri-
tual. Suchis the nature of the Gob to be enjoy-
ed—of the angels that are to be companions—
of the fouls of the faints themfelves—yes, and, as
far as may be, of the refurrection-bodies too ;*
{piritual affections are all they exercife—{piritual
worthip all their fervice, being without temple
or ordinances "—{piritual views of truth feaft
their intelle€t,—and {piritual objeéts produce

their joys.

Tue bodily figures of heaveh, then, which
we find in the bible, muft be confidered to reveal
its glories no otherwife than the Jewifh types,
of old, did the wonderful realities of CHRIST
and his kingdom to which they pointed. They
ferve as the emblems, or artificial alphabets, by
which little children are taught to fpell the names
of things, before they can form any diftinét ideas
of the things themfelves. And fuch little chil-
dren indeed are we all; whilft immured in flefh
and blood : as fuch we fpeak—as fuch we think
on this fubje&t—it doth not yet appear to us
what we fhall be. All we fee, is through a glafs,
and darkly.© The object far exceeds our weak fa-
culties. 'We have nothing here below, worthy
to enter into comparifon with it. Who, then,
is fufficient to delineate the confummate blifs of

the faints in light? Who can trace the {pirits
of

(a) 1Cor.xv. 44. (b) Rev. xxic22. (c) 1 Cor. xiiis 124
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of juft men made perfeét, into thofe higher and
brighter regions; and juftly defcribe the im-
mortal joys which they poflefs forever there ?
This is a fubje& too big for our apprehenfions
—and too unwieldy for the tongues of men or
angels! The beft we can do, in our enquiries
about it, is to give ourfelves up entirely to the
guidance of divine revelation, and be content

with what the fcripture has declared. o

Axp in confidering their report, it ought to

arreft our attention, that in the text, it is repre-

fented by LicHT.

WHETHER that word be underftood to fignify
the idea perceived in our minds from the entrance
of parallel and rectilinear rays into our eyes, and
their conveyance to theretina; or the motion of
fire through the medium of air; or the clarity
and brightnefs of a lucid body itfelf; whether it be
the moft fubtile fluid matter in the univerfe—
whether it be vifible, in itfelf, or only makes
other things fo :—whether that is done in a ftate
of reft, or only by its motion—whether that
motion be inftantaneous or fucceflive, though in-
comparable in its velocity :—and whether 1t ren-
ders any thing vifible by its diret incidence on
it—or by its refleCtion from it :—thefe all are
queftions too. low for this fubjet—and we wil-
lingly refign them to the difcufiion of philofophy
to whofe province they belong. It cannot, how-
ever, efcape our notice ; that there is no creature
in the univerfe more frequently called in to cx-
prefs divine things. Life and joy *--favour and

: the

(e) Phalm xcvil. 1z. Ifaiah lviii. 8,
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the manifeftation of it--fpiritual knowledge ®-<
minifters, ¢ and the word, ¢ ufed as means of con-
~veying it, eternal life, yea, and Gop himfelf®
are all defigned in fcripture by the term LicuT.
A term ufed figuratively to import fometimes
that knowledge which is natural and common to
finners ;--fometimes to denote that which is {pi-
ritual and peculiar to believers in this life, *—
fometimes that which is the light of glory--the
perfe& and immediate knowledge of Gop in
CurisT, which is competent only to faints in
heaven. .

~ BurT even in its loweft and literal, or proper
fenfe, it conveys ideas of fome qualities affec-
ting to minds as well as bodies ; and when we
find'it ufed to denote future blifs, we are war-
ranted to believe that whatever may be fignified
by thefe qualities, is to be found there. Of thefe
the following may be confidered as a fpecimen:

1. Light is pure--incapable of being polluted
--it contrats no taint by fhiffing on a dunghill
«-but purifies the air, through which it paffes,
from noxious fogs and grofs vapours. 1n this
view it may well be applied to exprefs the future
inheritance of faints; as that is incorruptible and
undefiled--and nothing that defileth can enter
into it. ! All the obje&s it offers for enjoyment
are immaculate in purity--all the works appoint+
ed for the employment of faints there, are works
of holinefs. And all that are admitted to them
are without fpot or wrinkle. *

CoNFINED

p 517 )Jn]’:. viii. :;j’) ¢ )qutt. v. 1&. (d)} JPfﬁ cxix. u}) 5).ng’et_."i. 10.
. (e/ 1 johnle §e uKe Xi. . onn 1. 9. Oile V1ile 12,
(i) 1 Pet. i :. Rev, xxi. 27. 3‘}’13) E{E ve 274 o(
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. CoNFINED to tenements of clay, they all coma
plained of their defilements, and groaned under
the felt weight of 2 body of death:* but the
moment that death delivered them from bodily
clogs, and fympathies--and raifed them beyond
the reach of fnares and forrows from an earthly
world ; it alfo fet them free from every remain
of corruption, from every ftain of nature arifing
from indwelling fin.® Then did thé fpirit o
God put the finithing hand to the work of fanc=
tification :+-then were all inbred corruptions fi-
nally flain, and all graces' brought up to perfec«
tion :--all reftraints of the exercife of grace were
now removed; and all curbs of its growth taken
away.--No fooner has the foul efcaped from its
prifon of clay, than it finds itfelf freed from
every tincture of depravity, and perfetly con-=
formed to the image of Gob : nothing contrary
to the divine nature remains in all its frame.
Advanced far above the temptations of fatan,
and the folicitations of the fleth, which had hi-
therto confined them among the pots ; they now
expatiate at large in the land of liberty and per-
fection- -putting on the dove-like wings of filver
--and adorned with its feathers of yellow gold,
they flee away to the windows of their endlefs
abode.” No more fhall impeérfection cleave to
their duties--nor fin be inherent in their natures
more--no wandering thoughts fhall ever fpoil
their frames—nor rifings of heart refift the will of
their Gop ! No wearinefs thall ever make them
faint in duty : no pride fhall pollute their zeal -
for Gop’s glory. Now fhall they ferve him as
they would ; and love him as perfectly as their

C natures,

(#) Roni. viie 240 (b) Rev. xive 5.
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natures can. Willing fubje&s of JeHovawn’s .
kingdom, they rejoice to lie at his fovereign feet,
entirely fwallowed up in his will--and ever ac-
knowledging him as ALL IN ALL.

2. Light is. glerious in itfelf, and difcovers
every thing that comes under it truly," as it is.

It is, therefore, no improper fymbo} of that
ftate where Gop fhall unveil himfelf to his fer-
vants; and make his fecrets known to them
that fear him.

“Tuts is the happy privilege. of the faints in
light. * That the intellectual faculty will be un-
{peakably enlarged, on their entrance there, we
cannot doubt; when it is confidered that bodily
objeé&s fhall no more obftruét its views--nor bo-
dily fancy obtrude its- deluding pi€tures :--that
the paffions arifing from felfith and- earthly in-
terefts fhall never work to prejudice the judg-
ment more ; or make them love darknefs rather
than light: and that the moft engaging objets
will then be brought near enough, and ftript of
every difguife.

FHEeN fhall we fee faceto face :* then fhall we
know even as we are known: intuition fhall
furnifh clear and juft ideas of every obje&. The-.
pure in heart fhall fee Gob. *--His glorious-at-
tributes fhall be well underftood--his myfterious
~perfons juftly apprehended--his works of crea-
tion fhall be opened to view--the darkeft fteps of:
his providence fhall all be cleared up: yes, and-

- the whole book of Gop will then be unfealed : the

greateft
(a) 1 Cor. xiii. 320 (b) Matt, v. 8.
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greateft difficulties will vanith; ind feeming
ocontradi¢tions appear reconciled.--The natures,
and difpefitions, the offices and hiftory of angels,
will be perfeétly known--and what' is now inex-
plicable in our own natures, will then be naked
to our fight. :

Trar this knowledge will be obtained chief-
ly by intuition, muft be evident; when it is -
grantexd that all glaffes are gone. But, as in
this. life forne axioms and fimple ideas are known
by intuition ; it feems not incongruous that;in the
other, fome things may be difcovered to us by
reaforiing, fince it mraft be granted that altho’ the
knowledge obtained in that ftate is perfe&; in ref-
peé of the fubjet ; it is neither infinite nor ate-
quiate to the objeét known.--And pure intuition of
Gop, without mixtare of reafoning, is, perhaps;
peculiar to himfelf atone. It muft however, be
fuppofed that, whatever part of knowledge faints

. gather from ratioination, théy obtain without -
the pain of inveftigation, difcuffion and fufpence.
Then fhall the glorified f6ul, with one glance
of an eyé enlightened by a ray from Gop him-
felf, pierce incomparably farther into the abyfs
of nature--the management of Providencé, and’
the myftery of grace, than the moft laborious
philofopher or acute divine, after their moft te~
dious and painful refearches here below.

"Nor need we wonder at this; for Gop him-
felf fhall be their prophet:--in his light fhali
they fee light : *--all things fhall be feen in Gop :
and he himfelf fhall be feen through the medi-

un

() Pfalm xxxvi. 9.> Ifaiah lviii. 20.
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um of his CurisT.*  This fhall ever remain
the grand channel of conveyance, for all of Gop
that angels or Saints fhall ever receive.--As the
refurrection-bodies fhall be able to fee the Re-
deemer with bodily eyes ; fo fhall the fpirits of
juft men, even before that day, intellectually gaze
upon his matchlefs beauties, without wearinefs
or interruption, as the eagle’s eyes do on the
beams of the fun.--To them the glories of his
mediatorial perfon, his offices, his {fufferings and
his work, will be made the conftant objetts of:
contemplation. ®

- THis knowledge fhall be equally removed
from error and from doubts. Its happy fubjeéts
fhall have no need of the fun--neither of the
moon to fhine upon them; the glory of the
Lorp fhall illuminate their abode; and the
Lamb fhall ever be the light of it. ¢ '

. O bright and glorious day !--ever clear and
ferene !--when Gop himfelf fhall be the fun,
and nothing to hide him from the view! No
cloud fhall ever interpofe--no melancholy gloom
--no fhadow of darknefs fhall ever arife in thofe
" bleffed regions ; for the countenance of Gob in
CHrisT,--like the fun in his meridian-fplendor,
fhall fmile, fhall fhine upon them forever !

3. Light is charming and pleafant.--It chafes
away the gloom of hearts and of nature alike--
hence it is fo frequently, in {cripture, ufed to fig-
pify pleafure and joy,

Tuus

fa) 2 Cor. iii. 18, (5) 1 Jobniii. 2. (¢) Rev. xxi. 33, and xxiie §o
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Twuus confidered, it is an emphatical emblem

of the inheritance of faints; as that is filled, not

_only with fweet peace that furpafieth all under-

‘ftanding--but rifes to the raptures of eternal joys,
unfpeakable and full of glory.*

For this there is a rational foundation laid, in
that knowledge we have juft now reviewed : for,
when we confider the holy natures given to the
faints--the holy tafte for f{piritual and divine
beauty infufed into them; can we think it poffible
for them to behold 2 Gop in CHrisT, and yet
not to love him? Can the tranfcendent excellen-
cies of his nature, thus clearly difplayed, be fup-
pofed to fail of captivating their whole affe&i-

ons? No. We fhould do them mighty wrong, if
" we infinuate that love is not the fpring of all
their emotions--the law of all they think, and
do forever :--their fouls feem, as it were, refolved
into this principle.--They feel a perfeét compla-
cency in all the objeéts around them.--Every di-
vine perfection, - fhining on them in JEesus’ face,
gives unfpeakable fatisfattion to their minds.
In every work of Gob they take cordial delight
--But, 1n the work of man’s falvation, they per-
ceive, with the moft intenfe pleafure, all the mo-
ral attributes of Jesovan mingling their beams
and fhining with combined luftre--with what
raptures do they behold the fmiles of their Re-
deemer; and-bafk in the beams of that Sun of
righteoufnefs !

- THE purity, of their love, fh! not be tinc-
tured with any paflion; nor its intenfity wcakc-l.-
ene

(a) 1 John iil, 24
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ened by the intrufion of any rival. Temptation
and fin have no place in all the realms of light.
Every faculty will expand itfelf to embrace--
every power dilate to cleave to an objet; which
they all confider as the chiefeft among ten thous
fands and altogether lovely.

. Now it is confefled that love is a pleafant af-
feltion in its very nature :--when it is thus per<
feted then, it muft afford a pleafure unfpeakable
indeed; efpecially when, as in this cafe, it is at-
tended with the conifcioufnefs of being beloved
m return. When- Saints perceive themfelves
admitted to as great a nearnefs, to as intimate
ecommunion with their LorD, as they can defire y
what tongue can exprefs the ftreams of celefti-
al pleafure that muft then overflow their fouls 2
There is no defire of their hearts that this doth
not immediately fatisfy : no wants here remain
to be fupplied--nor any pains to be eafed--there
are no griefs to be comforted--no fotrows to be
allayed here: here is no more death, neither
forrow nor crying--neither any more pain, for
Gop fhall wipe away all tears from their eyes ! *

"o 4 Light is the moft penctrating of all bodies ;
#t not only fhines on, but enters. into, and fills up

" all places where it comes: it paffes through fo -

hd bodies, and makes them tranfparent: ande-
ven where it is reflected, it turns the objeét it
ftrikes into its own image. :

SucH is rewly the nature of the light of hea-
ven. Asadifeafed body is not healed by pre-~
: fenting

(a) Plllm xvi. 12, and xxxvi. 8. Rev. xxi. 4
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fenting the brighteft objetts to its fight; fo
meer gazing on all the glory of heaven could
never give felicity to a foul fick and loathiome
with the leprofy of fin.~-To effect this, affimila..
tion is not lefs neceffary than vifion: to partake
this glory, is as needful as to behold it. The
faint 1n hight, therefore, finds not himfelf enclo-
{ed in a furrounding glory enly, at which he is
permitted to gaze, at a diftance; but elevated
and adapted to it by a vital, correfponding prin-
ciple withid. : '

_ Taus glory, furrounding himon all fides, pe-
netrates into the inmoft recefles of his nature--
fhines through the whole man--and fills every
faculty and every fenfe as full as it can hold.
‘While he beholds, he is transformed into the
image of what he fees. This image is vital.--
Not as-the refemblance of a lifelefs ftatue to a
man: itis a participation of the life of Gob.
Nor- is it a fuperficial likenefs, as the fhining of
the face of Mofes, or paintings laid on canvas.--
It is an inward therough transformation ; in-
which the creature is, at once, filled full of
Gob; yea, fwallowed up and loft in him; as a
veflel. filled with .the water of the ocean, in-
which it {fwims.” No wonder, then, that the
calm, fteady, conftant beholding of this glory
fhould ravith the faints in light. -It is the divine
glory naked--near--and prefent.--Shining in a
manifeftation, to purchafe which Curist bled.
and died--and which was the objett of all Gop’s
counfels and alls, from eternity.--1t is the glo-
ry of thofe perfetions which are Gop’s own
bleflednefs :--in the beholding of - which he him-
felf, is fatisfied forever. With what unfpeaka-
, ' ble
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ble raptures then, muft the faint behold the
cternal wifdom, kindly opening all its councils,
and unfolding all its plans ;--Divine power dif-
covering what it has done, and what it can yet
do ;--Infinite love unveiling itfelf--fmiling, and
open faced ;--conducting him along the line of
its tranfattions ; helping to trace the rivulets to
the fountain--and the {weet beams to the fun,
from which they were emitted--the aéts of
love to the principle--to that heart, where rol-
led, from eternity all the thoughts of tender-
nefls to man, which time brought forth to effeét!
—how ravithing, there to fee what it was that
clothed Derry with flefh, and led him to groan
and expire on the accurfed tree! But what fhall
be the thoughts of the foul, that finds all thefe
perfections made over to it, and become its own ?
Affured of an unfailing intereft in his love, the
faint relithes all that is in him as his own blifs :
--enjoys and poffefies it all as his own portion :
and knows that it is his fecurity that this portion
fhall be his forever, refts on the fame bafis, with
the throne of the ETERNAL.

§. Light animates and excites to affion: men
work while it is day; darknefs fufpends the la-
bors of life. ,

'So, when departed faints begin to walk in’

_the light of heaven, their endleis day is but the
meafure of endlefs activity. True, the fpirits of
believers, at death, are faid to have entered into
reft. But that does not intend to infinuate that
their fouls, are then laid into a deep fleep--or
ceafed from confcioufnefs and altive exertion:
no, they only reft from their /abors--labors that

: gave
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¢ pain--wearinefs-<or grief--With refpet to
witality and all its exercifes, the fouls born into
the world of glory, may be faid only then to
begin to live. Then do they fpring to action
with a vigor and alacrity hitherto unknown.
The principle of life implanted in regeneration,
whicllx) had heretofore been called to war againft
their own corruptions, and to confli¢t with all
its other enemies--now, freed from their thrall,
and having obtained a triumph in their death--
is arrived atr maturity, and capable of moving in
this exalted fphere. The SpiriT of CHKIsT,
as the fpirit of glory, now, more fully than ever,
dwelling in them—becomes a principle of eter-
nal life and action to them; and is as a foul to
the fouls in light. Hence they reft not, day
nor night from the vigorous and perfe& exercifes
that became their circumftances. Thefe how-
ever muft be fuch as are confiftent with the reft
and happinefs of {pirits already arrived at their
centre; yet fenfible of their being infinitely be-
low the perfe&ion of the lovely patterns fet be+
fore them, of {pirits thoroughly convinced that,
as they owe therr all to fovcrciggénce; fo, when
they thall have eternally been offering up them-
felves, and all the powers they have, in every
a& of obedience they can pay, to that Gop
who is their all in all—they ftill {hall remain in-
finitely his debtors to all eternity.

Ta1s fentiment may lead us to fome faint'ideas
of their exercifes. Love to their happinefs will
make them unwearied, in every fuitable exertion
for acquiring more and more of thatinfinite good
in which it lies—hence, while every communi-
cation enlarges the faculties which it fills—de-

hight
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licht in it excites them to ftretch themfelves and
all their powers both to improve and to acknow-
ledge what is received. As they exercife, they
grow : and thus they continue rifing higher and
higher, in every heavenly quality—and every
heavenly joy, forever. ' '

T e more of the glory of Gop they fee—they
are fenfible the more, of his being worthy of in-
finieely higher honors than they, and all crea-
turesy can ever pay : the larger fhare they have
partaken in the gitts of his love, the higher will
their obligations to gratitude rife, and the deep-
er will be their fenfe of them. This is & feeling
that naturally labors for vent: it cannot reft
without exprefling itfelf. Confcious they have
nothing of their own, with which to repay all
thefe favours, they cannot avoid burfting out in
thank-offerings and praife.

ConTEMPLATION therefore, will not be all the
employ of thefe happy fpirits. Praife, adoration,
and thanks, will ever be their delightful bufinefs
too. Hark their ftrains. Worthy. is the «“L.ams
that was flain to receive honor and glory and
blefling ! &c. Therefore blefling and glory and
honor and power, be unto him that fitteth on
the throne, and to the LLams forever and ever!”
Thus will each faint be inceffantly engaged in
celebrating all the perfe&tions he beholds—and
all the mighty works ‘of Gop he knows. But
love and gratitude, thus perfeét, will be impa--
tient of -a lonely foliloquy of praife—they will
long to excite all other capable beings, to join
witli them in this fweet employ.

Avp
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 Anp it will be no inconfiderable part of the
blifs of every faint in light; that he finds him-
felf ftationed in the midft of -2 fociety, equally
with himfelf difpofed to fo holy a concert. His
happy lot is caft among the fpirits of juft men
made perfet--in the general affembly and church
of the firft born: in each of whom he can per-
ceive his Lorp’s image perfected. That per-
fection and the honor annexed to it, will be an
additional ingredient in his happinefs. There
no envy, or felfithnefs fhall excite difcord—no
different opinions—no party-paflions—no fepa-
rate interefts, no old offences fhall ever divide
the faints in light—each fhall heartily embrace
all the reft. The fweeteft harmony fhall uni-
verfally prevail among them: and their only e~
mulation _fhall be, who fhall excel in love and
in praife.

THrs may affure us that thefe happy fpirits
fhall mutually know, and be known, by all
their comipanions in blifs. In the vifions both
of Daniel and John, the holy angels appear to
know each other very intimately ; and concern~
ing faints, our Lorp himfelf affirms that they
are equal to the angels of Gop. Unreafonable
then 1s the fufpicion that the fpirit made perfect
thould lack any of the advantages which it en-
joyed, in its imperfe&t ftate: and among thefe,
proper acquaintance and converfe with fellow-
men was not the leaft. But there is, in fcrip-
ture, enough to affure us that the faints in light,
lack not this privelege—how elfe could Abra-
ham know Lazarus and his whole ftory? Or
Mofes and Elias Be at once known to the difci-
gles at Tabor? or Adam difcover his Eve Wh:{?:

fi
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firft feen,* or the Theffalonian converts be the
apoftle’s joy at the laft day? Without knowledge
of each other too, it is hard tofay how they could
maintain concert in their thankfgivings—er com~
gunion in each other’s improvements or blifs.

It cannot, however, be fuppofed that they
are known by their former features—or any old
marks of their rank and diftinction on earth,
Their converfe will doubtlefs be moft intimate
and free; but without all earthly affeétions—or
a with for the revival of earthly connections.
All former diftinctions of fex, of birth, of relae
tion, have ceafed forever ; all are fwallowed up
in their common relation to Gop and CuRrIsT,
and in his image feen upon them all,

But how their converfe is carried om, has
been a queftion much in the dark.——Follow-
ing, with exceflive fervility, the fpeculatiors of
Ariftotle and Plato, Origen, and moft of the an-
cient divines, fuppofed all created fpirits to be
neceflarily united to fome material vehicle—and
contended' that it was the prerogative of Gop
alone to exift entirely feparate from all body.
Thefe vehicles they diftinguifhed into AERIAL
and ETHERIAL, or igneous—both of various
degrees of purity according to the genius and
temper of the fpirits that inhabited them.
This they called the foul’s chariot—which, be-
ing lodged at the place of the origin of the
* nerves in the brain, was fuppofed its immediate
refidence—and the organ of all its perceptions
and actions ; this being all fenfory in every point,
was capable of receiving impreffions of every

(s) Mat. xvii. 4 Luke xvis 25, Gens iis 23+ 1 Thefl ii 39, 200

4
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kind—from every fenfible obje®t, in every pare
of its fubftance ; and therefore, although, during
jts imprifonment i the body, it can fee only by
the optic, hear enly by the acouftic nerves, &e¢,

et, whenever it is kiberated from this dungeon,
it is all eye, all ear; ﬂyig% at large; and open,
in every past, tonotices of alk the objecls around
it -

. 'WHEN death diflodges human fouls from
their earthly tabernacles, it was imagined that
they carry off thefe vehicles with them: this
they fuppofed to be the cletbing, and the bewfs
which is. from pegven, which Paul; in 1. Cor.
¥. 1, longad te put on.. Over it, they taught
that the foul had power, fo far as to contrad,
so conden{é—or to rarify and expand it at plea-
fure—yes,  to alter its form and diret its mioti-
ons—juft as it will—and this was the means
by which they believed departed fpirits could
know or converfe with each other above ; or ut~
ter founds in the everlafting fongs of heaven..

I po not now undertake to difprove this the-
ery ; although I think it will be no eafy tafk for
its friends to eonfirm it by fcripture—yet, what-
ever become of the hypothefis, I cannot give
up the faét. For, do we fee the inferior animal
tribes, -of earth and air, endowed with power to
exprefs their meanings? Have men on earth

- ability to converfe, not only face to face, but
even with a friend at the diftance of thoufands of
leagues? And fhall we yet dream that fpirits
made perfect, enjoy lefs ofy thefe advantages ? ad-
vantages without which they ean have no fociety”
~n0 uaion—no harmony ! Is it not clear from
vl ' - Rev.

"\
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Rev. vii. g—12, and Heb. xii. 23, that they afe
femble for joint worfthip? Does not this imply
joint confent? That prove full apprehenfion of
their mutual fentiments >—and this infer mutu-
al communication between them ? Co

" But, as to the mode, whether with, or with-
out vehicles—voices—and founds, we muft be
content to remain much in the dark while here.
It is true, without the fuppofition of vehicles, it
cannot be fuppofed that, before the refurretion,
thefe bodilefs beings fhould ufe words or articu-
late founds. Yet, may it not be poffible that,
as we, even while in the bedy, often converfe
with ourfelves or even with Gop, without the
ufe of its organs; by calling up into act thoughts
and graces which before lay hid, in the common
habit; fo may faints in light, by a fimple a& of
the. will, immediately prefent to other’s views
naked and full, whatever each would have them
to know ? May they not, as fo many living mir-
rours, reflet the images of all they perceive on
whatever object they turn themfelves to—juft as
a man may, at his pleafure, turn his back to
one, and fhew his fel:cc to another, and at the
fame time fee it himfelf, in a glafs, when it is
prefented before it 2

THE perfettions and blifs of each faint glori-
fy their great Author in proportion to.their de-
grees—and increafe the blifs of all the reft, in
that proportion ; even as the largeft candle fheds
the greateft light and heat through all the room
where it is fet. This can never be, but by mak-
ing them confpicuous to all the reft; and fo at-
tracting the love—exciting the joy—and ant~

. mating
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mating the fong of the whole choir. "THus he
that fhines brighteft may be faid to fing loudeft,
in this {peechlefs anthem. Hence it is, at once,
the intereft and the duty-of each faint, to pub-
1ith all he is—and knows—and thinks; not to
a fele&t companion only, but to all within his

. fphere.—So fhall they be made each other’s

mutual - blifs. They have nothing in them
which they are afraid to divulge—and therefore
no fecrets to keep: with the {weeteflt freedom
does each converfe with all his companions—
each thought, in each breaft, being darted
through thofe of ‘all the reft, in the inftant of
its conception ; not as words uttered here below
—which convey only fome of our ideas, and

~ thefe only to fome perfons near us—and at fome

particular times, and then ceafe—but as a print-
ed fheet communicates all it eontains—to all
who view it—and that at all times—imparting
as much meaning to day to you, as if it had faid
nothing yefterday to me. L

T Hus may we form fome obfcure conceptions
of their conftant exercife in the praifes of Goo
and the L.amMB. But we muft not imagine that
this excludes every other exertion. Are all the
angels miniftring fpirits to faints on earth?
And isit true that faints in light live like an-
gels ? Then, why may it not be fuppofed, that
their Gop may, fometimes, honor thefe bene-
volent {pirits, with fome beneficent errands to
his faithful fubjeéts here ? Nor could this be any
interruption to their beatific vifion :—Gob is
omniprefent. Thefe excurfions, then, could
not remove them from him, any more than they
do angels: who, we are fure, are ever behold-

ing

-
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ing the face of our Father in heaven, even while
employed in embaffies through all the earth.
Why fhould it be thought impoffible, that faints
thall often be engaged in travelling through
fpace—furveying and admiring all the works of
(god ? It is true, the affairs of this finful world
are not particularly fubjeCted to their cogni-
zance ; as they contain {o many things which it
would be irkfome to them to behold. Yet it is
certain they learn the ftate of the church, i
general, as well as the condition of unftained
worlds—fometimes by intuition ; when they
themfelves are fent, in fwift flights, to vifit
" them : fometimes by revelation from Gob, in
whom they fee all things; and fometimes by the
report of angels, returning at fet feafons, from
their pofts, to give in their accounts and to re-
‘ceive new charges.

Frowm all this it is not to be doubted that the
{pirits freed from thefe bodies fhall have many

new fenfes and faculties ; of which, in this life, -

we can form no more conception, than the foe-
tus in the womb could of the manner, in which
it was to live as foon as born. But, as all fa-
culties increafe by exercife ; it isrational to fup-
pofe that all the powers of fpirits made perfect
thall be perpetually opening, enlarging and
ftrengthening in the worlds of light. - There
will be #ew glories to be feen in Gop to all e-
ternity : The more of thefe they fee the more
fhall they love—the more fhall they enjoy—and
be the more conformed to the good enjoyed, for
ever. Thus the wine in our Father’s kingdom
is ever new—and #ew fongs fhall celebrate the

Giver’s praife to endlefs ages. I .
) v T
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IT is not indeed to be imagined that all faints
fhall fhare thefe felicities and honors in an equal
degree. Every veffel fhall be full in the ocean
of blifs.—But fome will be able to contain a
greater quantity than others. In difpenfing thefe
degrees of glory, Gob, as 1s fit, fhall exer-
cife his own fovereign good pleafure.—Yet; in
general, it is to be concluded, that they will be
proportioned to the meafure of grace exercifed
—of fervice done—and fufferings borne for
Gobp here on earth. Thus the greateft grace
gives a moral congruity, or qualification, for
the greateft glory. And hence, tho’ the blifs
of the leaft 1s perfect, and his glory complete ;
yet fhall one faint in light rife above another;
even as one ftar differeth from another ftar in

glory.

ConcernNing the fhare that faints fhall have
in the refurrettion, and in the procefs of the laft
judgment, I have fpoken elfewhere ; and . fhall
not detain you on thefe things here.—But it
cannot be omitted; on this fubje&; that the con-~
fequences of that event thall form a moft im-
portant addition to their glory and blifs.—The
recovery of their long-withed bodies, from

- their long confinement in the darkfome grave--
and the beauties which fhall adorn them. Vi-
tal union to bodies now refined into a degree of
{pirituality --and purged from all grofs elements,
bodies freed from all corruption and gravity--
and from all ufe of food or apparel--and framed
for immortality--bodies now pure--impafiible,
and agile as lightning---beautifully formed to
a likenefs ot the body of the Saviour himfelf:
each fhining as the fun in the brightnefs of the

firmament
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\ .
firmament--in the full poffeffion of an exceeds
ing: great and eternal weight of glory!

Turs muft needs open new fcenes of aétion
--and new avenues of fruition to them all.

Was it a joy unfpeakable, when, at death,
the fouls of faints found themfelves freed from
earthly clogs--from fnares and fins--fnatched up
into the arms of angels, and carried by them
thro’ the air,* that roam of devils ; defended on
every fide by radiant files of heavenly warriors,
appointed to keep off the fiery darts of the
wicked ; guardians who not only clear the paf-
fages, but fweetly converfe with and lovingly

- entertain

® This is not intended to infinuate that the departed fpirit is under a
neceflity of fpending a long time in its afcent from a death-bed to the
third heavens. Gonb is every where pretent. The fpiritudl world is
hid from our view, only by the partition-wall of this body. Break'
down that wall ; and we are plunged immediately into the naked
fight of its great realitics : and arc pafled through the dark valley of
death as foon as we are dead.  This muft be the cafe, if dcgurted
fouls are naked fpirits without any connexion with matter. But if
we ihould contend for their ftill carrying with them material vehicles,
which fill place and ule loco-motion as bodies do, it will be other~
wile ; yet, even fo, we need not be troubled with the grofs notions of’
touls tarrying about the graves of their dead bodies—or wandering for
ages, in regions of air, before they reach wtherial worlds.—We do
rot find, even in the body, that it requires a long time for our eyes
to reach the fun. The eyes of STEPHEN were not long in penetrating
even to heaven, and the throne of Curi1sTe Why, then, may it
not be fuppofed that angels that glide through fpace as quick as light-
ning—or flames of fire; th Il watt up the departed fouls of faints to
the Enpyraom itielly as quickly as motion can be made ? This will
not leave time for a long abode’in the region of the powers of the air:
a segion which, toa foul that, without a body, cannot fee the ‘fun,
and has not vet arrived within fight of the light of heaven—may well
be called a vale of darknefs ; a vale which lies within the circuit where
devils range 3—in which, thercfore, paflengers, if not defended by
a convoy, would be expofed to the moft furious attacks of enemies
that know ali their opportunities of hurting it are now expiring—and
hence this valley of death may be a valley of frights and confliéts, ag
well as of darknefs. But with all this, naked tpirits have nothing
to do: and thatdepurted fairnts are fuch, appears from Ecclef. xii. z.
where no other parts are found but that body which returns to the
earth as it wasj and the fpirit which returas immediately to Go»
that gave it. .
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entertain their ward by the way, until they have
ufhered it into the third heavens ; where ftands

¥

- the throne of the Redsemer, and where himfelf
refides? Was it all extafy to find the, bleft in-

habitants there waiting, at the gates of the ce-
leftial palace, eager ta embrace and welcome
their new companions? To be efcorted by hofts
of perfect faints, that ftrike up new fongs on
the occafion ? To be prefented, by its convey;
to Jesus CrrisT? Kindly received into his
arms—and, by himfelf, fixed in its mapfion,
in his own houfe ?

- 'Wuar heart, then, can conceive—or what
tongue exprefs the raptures—the extafies that
mutt enfue, when they fhall, after the judgment
is over, afcend with their Lorp, and by him be
prefented to the Farurr—joyfully accepted
there—enthroned in glory, and crowned with

light ?

- But to fpeak particularly of thefe things—
to’ defcribe the. glory and unfading {plendor of
that incorruptible Diadem, with which their
Lorp fhall then adorn their exalted heads—& the
various {fweets and innumerable beautigs of the
new Jerufalem.—This is a tatk which I dare not
prefume to attempt. For {o fhould I be loft in’
that great abyfs, which is not to be fathomed by
the fhallow faculties of mortal men. ‘

. InsTEAD Of this, let us rather join in the fe-
licitations diftated by an heart pleafed with that
blifs, faying < Hail, bleffed fpirits ! you have run
¢ the laborious race ; and now you have receiv-

& ed the golden prize. You have fought with

mightye.:
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* mighty enemies; and now you enjoy the vic-'
< tor’s crown | No more fhall you complain of
¢ darknefs mixed with your light. No more .
¢ fhall you groan under the perplexity of thought
< —the tumults of paflion, or the burden of
“ indwelling iniquity : No more fhall you cry
“ out becaule of opprefling enemies or forrows :
“ Your Redeemer’s love hath freed you from
< them all—hath carried you, unhurt, through
¢ all your dangers, and hath now forever fixed
¢ you in his arms ! Now are you ravifhed with
< the difplays of his matchlefs beauty. Neo
¢ wonder then that it is your delight to contem-
¢ plate his perfections without ceafing—and to
¢ join your notes with the angelic choir in fing-
 ing praifes and hallelujahs, blefling and glo-
¢ ry, and honor and power, to Him that fitteth
¢ on the throne, and to the L.ams forever and
f ever ! ” Sing on! fing on, ye happy ones ;
until the time come when we alfo, through the
fame Sovereign grace, fhall be made meet to
join with you! O blefled day ! When? How
long €’er it arrive, and waft us up to yonder
home? ’ : S

BuT this naturally brings me in the

II. Place to enquire bow men are made meet
Jor all this. '

TraT this inheritance was eternally defigned
and prepared for its appointed heirs, was remark-
ed in the preface: Our divine Redeemer has
taught us, that it will be in this view that he
himfelf fhall confider it at the laft day; when
he fhall adjudge them the pofleffion of it, Mat.
’ o ’ XXV,

-
>
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xxv. 34. For them indeed it was bought with
the invaluable price of his own blood. Thefe
were the fbeep for whom he laid down his pre--
cious life :* the peculiar people for whom he died,
to redeem from all iniquity "—the church which

he loved, and for which he gave himfelf; that

he might prefent it to Gop without fpot, or ble-
mifh, or any fuch thing.® The modern tenet
of univerfal redemption has as little foundation in
feripture, as its natural offspring the .notion of
univerfal falvation. Indeed, without the latter,
the former is more abfurd even than it,. :

WitH the facred writers nothing is more pe-
semptorily laid down as an axiom, than this, that,
if Gop fo loved any man as not to {pare his own
Son; but deliver him up as a facrifice in his
ftead ; it is impofiible that this love fhould not,
with him alfo, freely give him all things. ¢ If
CHrisT is once pleafed to lay down his life for
any loft theep, the infpired oracles fuppofe. it
impoffible for that favourite to perifh, or for any
enemy -ever to pluck it from the Redeemer’s
hand :* nor could they admit that the Judge of all
the earth, who ever will do right, will exaét the
finner’s debt over again at his hand, after his
Surety had paid it for him.* Hence while they
uniformly confider the heaven of faints as a
purchafed poffeffiont —and themfelves as bought
with a price, no lefs precious than the blood of
CHrisT," as of a lamb without fpot and with-
out blemifh ;' —they, with one voice, declare
that thefe happy ones are not the whole race of
R 2 A Adam ;

a) Johnx. 15." (5) Tit.ii.14. (c) Eph. v.26,27. (d) Rom.
‘vill. 38. (e) Joh(n x. 28, 29. ?f) (Gen.'?w_iii. ;5: (g) Eph¢ 1. 140
{b) % Cor. vie 20. viie 23. (1) 1 Pete i Ige
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Adam ; 'but énly the children of Gob fcattered
abroad through the world, ¢ 2 people redeemed,
unto Gop from among men, out of every kin-
dred and tengue and people and nation.*

~ For them the great Purchafer has taken pof-

fefion'—and holds the premifes, in his own
hands, in their behalf;, until he receive them-
felves home, and fix each of them in the man-
fion' allotted to him in their Father’s houfe—a
manfion which he has bequeathed to him, hy’
name, in that laft will and teftament, which he
fealed with his blood.®

- 'Tris bequeft has founded, to each of them,
avalid title to the inheritance: its validity was
Judicially recognized by Gobp the FATHER ; ofi
that day when, they, being found vitally and
feederally united to- Carist by faith,  had liis
furety-righteoufnefs imputed to them; and; on
its account, were juftified by his Fathet’s' fen-
tence.®  This title can'never reccive any im-
provements. It is as good and perfe& the firft
moment as the laft—at the very inftant of con-
verfion; a¢ at the day of judgment—of allthat is
.done afterwards, either in the believer, or by
him, no part is ihtended’ to'give him a- better
claim to future blifs.—No. The right-of a child
to his inheritance, - is as clear at the hour of his
birth; as when he arrives at maturity ; although
he is'not qualified to enjoy-and pofiefs it, until
he-has received ‘an education that thallfit kim to

. : : nmove

' Y
{d) John xi. 52. (e¢) Rev. v. g. and xiv, 4. ') Heb. vi. 20.
. (i) {zhn xiv. 2, 3. Luke xxii.g . Mat, xivi.(i,i;. Heb. xiii. 204
S ) Mat.v. 20" Ifa. Ixiv. 6. Rom, x, 4. and iv. §,’ 6, 9, 22
* Jer: xxilie 60 Ifas xIve 24. and liv. 37. Rom. v. 19, 18,
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move with decorum in the fphere deﬁgned for
him.

~ Just fo it is with the heirs of glory. Whata
ever has been done to fecure their title to it ;.

- ~ are utterly unfit to poffefs it. As children of a
fallen Adam, they are children of wrath even
as others.*--As the branches of a dead tree, they,

too, are dead in trefpaﬁ‘es and {ins.

WHAT 'has been faid about the nature of this
bleffed inheritance may convince us, that fuch
natures’ are no lefs incapable of enjoying it,
than are the natures of reprobates themfelves.
Al enjoyment fuppofes a congruity of the ob-
jeé to the faculty that perceives it.  Pure joys,

e therefore, are competent only to pure hearts.—-

» Such only can fee God.”--None but thefe could
breathe the. air of the bleft ferene on high.c--
The inheritance itfelf is undefiled :--and theren
fore nothing that defiles can enter on it.%

Hexnce, before any of the heirs is admitted
to the pofieffion, he muft be made mees for it.
This is not to be expected as the effect- merely:
of his own exertions.--Unlefs we may hope
that darknefs may work itfelf to light ;—or that
7 the exercifes of - enmity will change it into- love.
i The text affures us, S:at all- that fits us- 15’ the

work, not of man, nor means, but only of

, GOD. The FATHER ‘hath madc us raeet, not
. only

(a) Ephii. 3. (5) Mat. v. 6. (c) Heb. xii. 1 d) xPetn .
Rev. xxi. 27. (e} Eph.ii. 9. GC(or iii. o Phll.fl 1(3 ¥

+NoB. The reader is carneply requeped to examine the [oueral texes. cited
in 1his difcourfe, and then to Judg: whetber sbey prw&u dolirinese

while they continue in a ftate of nature, they

~
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only as he chofe us to this blifs--and gave his °
dear Son to buy it for us:--but, chiefly, as he
fent his Spirit down into our hearts, there to
work the whole good pleafure of his goodnefs,
and the work of faith with power.*

By the energetic influences of this divine Spi+
rit is the whole work effe¢ted in us; that has
any part in our meetnefs for this inheritance :---
He is the fole agent in that bufinefs. '

It is worthy of notice here, that the perfons
of whom the Apoftle fpeaks as thus made meet
for heaven ; were yet in this prefent life.  And
nothing is more plainly declared in {cripture
than this; that all that is to be done, in order
to fit any foul for heaven, muft be done here
below--this is the only accepted time and day
of falvation®: in that night of death, wherein
none can work, there is no repentance to be ob- -
tained.c--As the tree falls, fo it muft lie¢--and
he that dies filthy, muft be filthy ftill*--The
dream, of converfions wrought in hell, never
turned the head of any profeffor of chriftianity ;
until the fpirit of that religion was exchanged
for the ftrong delufions of the fpirit of antichnft.f

THE ingredients, which conftitute this meet-
nefs, may be gathered from the nature of the
enjoyment for which it prepares.

1. WE have feen that to be a ftate of LIFE.—

To fit us for it, then, it is neceffary that we be

- regenerated.—for it is in that at of foveréign.
' and

(a)szeﬁ'. s 11. 2 Cor.v. 5. (4)2Cor. vi.2. (¢) Joh. ix. 4o
Eccly ix. 10, () Eccls xie 347 ('e) Reve xxile 110 (f, sz.xeﬂ'. iiex1¢

-
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and Almighty grace, that we are brought from
Apiritual death—that tlie whole nature is chang-
‘ed, and the principle of life infufed into us.

Tuis is, therefore, the firft effectual ftep,
taken by the SpirrT of Gob, to fit us for this
. inheritance.—All the heirs are firft made chil-
dren of Gob by regeneration.--They are born
-of Gop :*--made new creatures: an entire change
is wrought on their hearts, in the day of Gop’s
power.>--This begins a.new life in them, that
can hever be loft ; but, like the morning light,
will grow more and more unto the perfect day.”.

2, Tue text defcribes the future blifs as a
ftate of Licur. It follows, then, that, in or-
der to a ‘meetnefs for that ‘enjoyment, we muft
have eyes to fee it. Spiritnal glory can not be
feen with eyes.of fleth.«-Spiritual fight alone
‘can perceive it. Blind, asevery man natural-
1y is, to the beauty of all divine things--none
‘can enter the realins of light; until firft he has
been delivered from the power of darknefs.*--
By the illuminating virtue of the {pirit of God,
his eyes muft be opened--the fcales of ignorance
made to fall from them--ard divine day poured
on his underftanding.

TarreroRe is this work ever done in the
faints that are to be ripened for glory. They
- are turned from darknefs to marvellous light.f
They all be hold as in a glafs, the glory of Gop.5
They have-feen the deformity of fin--their own
o ' F . natural

hn i 1g. [5) 2 Cor. v. 17. Pfa. cx. 3. (c) Prov. iv. 18.
0 e iy (F)1 et it R

i
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aatural guilt, and depravity--the purity and per-
fodtion of Gop’s law--and the juftice of the
Jdamnation of every rebel that has broken it:
The forlorn condition of themfelves, and all the
fallen race; and their utter inability to help
‘themfelves out of that woful ftate, are realities
of which all are made fenfible.* By this light
they have feen the glorious plan of {alvation re-

ported in the gofpel :--the perfection of the cha-

racters--offices--and works of CHRIsT the Sa-
viour--and the divine- beauty of all the moral
perfections of JeHovaH, as manifefted there.
In Gob’s light, they fee light, and walk as
children of it,--enduring therein, to the end, as
feeing him who is invifible.”

3. Hoviness is the very effence of heaven.
"To fit us for it, then, it is neceffary we be made
holy too.--Without this we cannot fee it.© Ior
this end Gop has %iven us a holy law--an holy
.Gofpel--holy Sabbaths--holy ordinances--holy
examples--and caft up, and hedged in, for us
a holy way.! But, becaufe all this would be
ineffeual without holy heartstoo; therefore the
SpiriT of CHRIST, having implanted in us, iR
regeneration, a holy principle,--goes on to che-
‘rifh and cultivate it in a gradual, progrefiive
and perfevering work of fanctification. For
this end he operates by the means of word, or-
dinances and providences, il .carrying on this
work ; until every corruption of nature is mor-
tified--every inbred luft finally flain--and all the
graces of thedivine life grown up to maturity.®

. 4.
() Rom, vii, 7.=11 14. () Pfa. xxxvi.g. Heb, xi. 37 H
o xile 140 (d) Ifa. ;xxw{- (¢) Eph. ilv.9 13.e P ?7 () Heb.

v

4
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4. Dozs the ftate of which we fpeak contain
near, open immediate communion with Gop in
Curist ? Then, furely, for fuch rebels as we
to be fitted for it, fuppofes that we have been,’

.in the firft place, reconciled.* Can two walk
together except they be agreed ?* Unlefs, by a
true and genuine repentance, we have been
brought to lay down the weapons of our warfare. -
~—to defert the camp of God’s enemy, and fub-
mit as willing fubjetts at his Teet:* unlefs we,
by faith, have fled for refuge to the hope fet
before us---receiving CHR1sT, in all his offices,
as our own Saviour--and giving our whole felves
away to him*---unlefs we have thus been vitally.
ingrafted in and united to Chrift---and fo, cor-
dially reconciled to Gop through him--we can
never know what this communion means.® This
faith,. and that repentance, then, never fail to
be wrought by the fpirit, in them that are to be
brought to this inheritance.* And, from the .
day in which thefe graces are firft brought into

“action, the heir of glory is trained up for a life
of immediate communion with Gop hereafter ;
by a life of mediate communion with him here.®
Their father’s countenance fmiles on them 4nd
they perceive it: he lets in a ray of his own.
moral perfe&ions on their fouls, and they are
moulded into its likenefs; as the wax to that of
the feal : he itpreffes his love, and they receive
it with joy: they hunger, and he feeds them,
with the hidden manna : they lean on him, and
he fupports them : they pour out their hearts

~ and comphaints before him, and he hears, yea,

anfwers, . .

a) Col. i. 21. 2 Cor. v, 28, () Amos iil. 3. (c) Luke xiii 3.
- ¢ {:U John i. 12. (¢) Joha xv(. 5 (f) zl ’l:hcﬁ( ile 230 3 P;tﬂ
‘% 2% (g) 1 Joha i, 3 .
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anfwers, tn favors beyond thcirhighéfpthougbcs:
and thus by, mutual action.and re-action is com+

\

munion maintaingd an earth between every child, -

of Gop, and their Father who is in heaven,

~ 8. Is the reft remaining, a fiate of- comprLA-~.
CENCY AND DELIGI:!.T? And.can this.ever. be
found; where the abject of it is net beloved.;

Truly, until the love of Gop is.thed-abroad-in.
" our hearts, we fhall be utterly. indifpoled for,

delighting in him.* Hence, if-any man love,
not the Lorp. Jesus CHriIsT, net.a blefling,
but a curfe lies at his door.” How. could he live,
in the world of love?. Hence, too, the Holy
Spirit, to every heir of glory, imparts a. difpo~
fition to love the Lorp, with all his heagt.

THEY all are brought tp fix their ftropgeft af-
feCtions.on the lovely Immanuzsr, They behold

his glory—and their hearts are attracted; and

won, by the beauty.they fee in him-—they cleave
to him as their beloved and friend. In theireyes
he is altogether lovely, and. the chiefeft. among
ten thoufands ‘—yea, they confider him as theig
all ‘—and, whom have I in heaven byt thee?
ar what on earth. do I.defire befides thee ? - is-the
language of each of their fouls.® This love is
the. {pring of all their. a&tion—the. principle of

all their obedience~—by this they are . led to love

all that refembles, and all that- belongs to him,

By this they are ftimuiated to hate fin, that op-"
pofed and crucified him 3 and to wage a conftant -

war againft 1t, ©  This makes his word and or»
dinances

a) Rom. v. 6. (b) 1 Core xvi. 22, (¢) 1 Pet.ii .:Cax;;.v. 10a
¢ (4) Col. e (e) PL Ixxii. 254, (5,) PL xovit, on T
( N :



'v (\ 45 )

dinances precious to them—his. Sabhaths. their
" feftivals--his name as ointment poured forth.
and his faints efteemed the excellent of the earth :&
and, as this temper will grieve at whatevenwould
difhonor his name, or hurt his caule;, fo will’ it
lead to aim, with a fingle eye, at. his. glory; in:
whatever is fuffered or done by it. *

6. In a:word, the very idea of that flate, as.
a ftate of Jov, fuppofes, that a taftefuited to it
is.neceflary. to fit us for it: without a.relifh for,
what we poffefs, what jay can be felt. in. the
peofieflion ?

T.o.impart this to the heirs.ofithis inheritance
was the very. bufinefs.of the SpiriTy in.regene-
neration ; and to encreafe it, was.the tendency of
all.his. other work: within them. For this end
does he bring a portion of heaven dows to their
tafte at times—thereby. he gives:them an-earneft
of the inheritance- to come.'-—-Thus. does- he
wean  their, hearts from all below, and. make
them long for. their. houfe not made with hands.*
They thirft.for. Gop, the living Gop-—their fouls
follow, hard after him-—their heart and flefh cry
aut for liberty.to ftretch their wings and fly away
to his prefence and his bofom.'—Yea, for this
caufe, do they rejoice in him when the fig-tree
does not bloflom, and even glory in tribulations
—1long to be diffolved—and defire to departand
be with Curist, as a thing far better; than all
created good.”—This makes them meet death
- as their friend<—put off -their earthly tabernacle
' with
(g) Cant. i, 3. Pf. xvi. 3. (b) Pf, cxix. 136. 1 Cor. x. 31. (i).

2. Cor. i. 22. (%) 2. Core ve 2. (/) Pfs lxxxiv, 2.- Hab. iiis 37,
. (m) B it gy 2 Core 2 ) A !
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with joy—fing in diffolution, and triumph over
the grave.

7. FinaLLy, as the heavenly ftate is all
PERFECTION, nothing imperfe¢t can enter on it.
‘The faint in his infirmities—with all his body of
death about him, cannot be admitted to that,
blifs any more than the unregenerate. That
which is perfect muft be come; and that which
is in part be done away.* *Tis true, this perfec-
tion is never attained here below ; and therefore
the faint is called every day to grow in grace.
But the SpiriT of Gob, that dwells within them,
is gradually carrying them on towards that mark,
at which they all aim : and fhort of which they
cannot reft.® For this he deals out to them’
comforts and forrows--profperity and afflictions®
--word and ordinances: that, by all means, they
may be more and more advanced in the divine
life :--until the building is reared, and needs on-

-ly the cope-ftone to be fet on it, to open the
way for the eternal fong of grace unto it.---
And then he puts to it that finithing hand,
- which, in the article of death, touches the work
up to the meafure of the ftature of the perfect
man in CurisT JEsus: and inftantly lands the
faint on glory’s blifsful fhore.

AnD thus our way is paved for fome

APPLICATION.

Dip time permit, we might foon find that,
as no theme 1s better fraught with comforts for
the

(&) Cor. xiii. 30, () Phil. iiie 14. (c)2 Tim.iii. 17, (d) Philsis 6»
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the faint;—fo none affords more ferious matter
for trial of our ftate. ,

Dogs it not naturally lead us to reflect

1. How glorious the profpeéts which religi-
on has opened? 2. How boundlefs the divine
love that provided all thefe joys? 3. How free-
ly they are beftowed ;—even as an inberitance ?

4. How fure the title of every adopted child of

Gop to all the glory that fhall be revealed ? and
5. how ardently fhould he long for the enjoy-
ment of it ? ~

Lt us all, then, examine what fhare of
meetnefs for this portion have we received ?
Let us go over the feveral articles of the fecond
head ; and turn them into queries, addrefled to
our own hearts, and

- Ir we find this work going on, let us be ani-
mated to pray and ftrive and labor for perfe&ti-
on: and be comforted in the profpe that we
thall furely attain it at the laft; and that in the
courfe of a little time.

- Bur, if it appears evident, on the whole,
that our preparation is not yet begun--let us a-
wake-—confider—cry earneftly to Gop for- the
gift of the HoLy Grosr, and never reft till we
know that we have believed: for, bleffed be Gonp,
he has not yet quitted the fan@ifying work. -=
his grace is ftill free:--and CurisT 1s ftill of-
fered, as his gift, to all that will : the chief of
finners is ftill invited--called--commanded to
accept that gift and livee CrRrisT ever liveth

to
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to make interceflion--the refidue of ‘the fpirit is

- with him--he can eafily turn hearts of ftone to

. fleth, and out of the moft ftubborn finners,
form for himfelf a willing people in the ‘day of
his power. The Great Redeemer can fave to
the uttermoft :--the benevolence and pity of
‘his heart are infinite; and him that cometh to
him for life, he will in no wife caft out.

To whom elfe thould we go? He has the
words of eternal life. To him, then, let us all
fpeedily take our flight, -and lay hold of the
hope fet before us ; for, behold, death is faft
‘approaching ! The Judge is at the door! Be-
- hold, now is the accepted time—behold, now is
the day of {alvation!

BuT, here the time reminds me of the occa+
fion of my addrefling you on this fubjeét to day,

" Ir the firft head of this difcourfe has fuccee-
ded, in any meafure, in its defign of giving you

-a glympfe of the glory of faints in light;

* it will help you to fome idea of that ftate, into
which, we may humbly truft, an entrance was
adminiftred abundantly, a few days ago, to an
excellent man ; who, for more than forty-one
- years, walked with eminent ufefulhefs before this
- church, in.the important character of 2 Ru-
LtinG ELpEr. .

- Anp, fo far as I may be warranted to judge,

from my own knowledge and the concurring 1n-

formation of his brethren and cotemporaries,

the laft head was but a fketch of fome of the

out-lines of that religion ; by which the Spiritf"
, 0
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- a long courfe of years ;éor' that enjoyment I was
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of God has, for many years, been making him

meet for that blefled inberitance.

THE repeated attacks of an acute difeafe
which have, folately, broughtme apparently to
the brink of the grave, have left me, at prefent,
under a peculiar incapacity for the labor of
compofition ; and make me to regret that the
draught of a character for my venerable friend
had not fallen to the lot of fome hand more com-
petent to that tatk.

UnasLE, however, to put a negative on the

.requeft of fo many of his friends and brethren
as

ave folicited it ; I have ventured to under-
take that intcre{’cin{g fubject at this my firft ap-
pearance in this facred place, after my con-

Securk of that candor which I have fo on:F
experienced in this generous audience, I proceed,

‘regardlefs of ‘the rules of art: confident that,

with you at leaft, my known circumftances will
be my apology for every defet of compofition
and ftyle; while it is my honeft aim to lay be-
fore ‘you the truth of fatsin its naked fimplici-

1y

In the difcharge of this dufy, I cannot pre-
tend to- equal advantages with thofe who-have
had the priyilege of living near the deceafed for

as

# Tux fame plea muft be my excufe to every candid reader for any ine

- accuracies; with which this difcourfe comes from the prefs: .it was

very haftily written, in a very languid ftate, without any expetation

of its being printed ¢ and the copy being now called far at a time when

.- T am unable to tranfribe it, I amobliged tofend it to the prefs in the
rough draught,
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as one born out of due time. Very little of his

charaéter can be expe&ed from my own know-

ledge ; as he had long retired from bufinefs and

‘was far advanced into the vale of old age, before

that began. But he has left a witnefs in the

breafts of a very numerous acquaintance; and

from the lips of fome unexceptionable charac-

ters among them, I have drawn the informati-

ons that follow: in the rehearfal of which I

have never exceeded the teftimonies furnithed .
me; but defignedly fallen much within their li-

mits ; that every acquaintance of his, in this af-

fembly, may be able to go away declaring that-
his own knowledge of the deceafed, greatly tran-

. Teends all I have faid. .

Mr.. Rarpr Cross was born at Ipfwich, in
this county, of honeft and induftrious parents,
on the 14th. of Avcust 1706. He was early
‘put apprentice to areputable thip-builder in this
town ; with whom he learnt that bufinefs, which
he afterwards profecuted for folong a courfe of
'years, with fo much ability and fuccefs.

A% the expiration of the term of his appren-
ticethip, he returned to the place of his nativi-
ty, and there he was received a member of the
church, under the paftoral care of the Rev. Mr.
RoGERS, in the year 1727. In the cdurfe of
the year following, he fettled in this town, in
the bufinefs of his occupation, and entered into
the matrimenial relation with Mrs. SaraH
Jounson, the daughter of his former mafter.
- This event he always confidered as one of the
moft favourable providences of his whole life.
In the lady of his choice he found an hclp-mfc_ct

or
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for him in the higheft fenfe. Peculiarly formed,
for the bufinefs of her ftation, fhe poffeflfed a.
degree of knowledge in the managemeat of her-
affairs, which few of her fex have exceeded :
her life was a continued feries of altive exerti-
ons in every line of duty proper to a female; it -

" was hard to fay whether unwearied induftry or.
frugal cecenomy, whether watchful prudence, or,
the tender, yet fteady fidelity of friendthip, had
the afcendant in her habitual condu&. The do-,
meftic virtues, in which fhe excelled, exhibited
an example worthy of the imitation of every,
mother and of every. wife.,

ApouT the year 1741, fhe partook a happy
fhare in the gracious fhower of divine influence;
which was fo plenteoufly rained from heaven in:
that memorable day. From that time, her vir~
tues put on a. new and more beautiful afpect:
illuftrated with the charms of unaffetted piety,
they, fhone out with attrattiyes fuperior to thofe
of all their former beauty. Her knowledge in
reli%ion grew apace; and foon attained a diftin-
guithed eminence. In Auguft 1746 fhe made
a public profeffion of chriftianity, and entered
into covenant with this church., '

“T'uis profeflion fhe both juftified and adern-
ed by a life of holinefs ; and hence her fellow=
thip was favoury and profitable to her chriftian
Ariends ; and continued fteady apd upinterrupted - -
to the end of her race.,

. In the courfe of the laft fpring, fhe funk into

a_painful difeafe, in which fhe languithed for

fome time.  Through the whole progrefs of the |
T “diftemper;
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diftemper, fhe prefented to all fpe@ators a con+
fpicuous pattern of- piety, patience and humble
gbmiﬂion to the will of God; frequently fhe
bore her folemn teftimony to the truth of .the
religion fhe had profefled, and the do&rines fhe
had ufually been taught among you : repeatedly
the gave her parting counfels to her children---
and repeatedly did the exprefs to me, and others
near her, the affured hopes fhe entertained of
entering foon into the ingzritan_ce of the faints
in lighr. And into that happy ftate, we doubt
not, it pleafed her LorDpy out of his fovereign
grace, ta admit her, on the 13th day of Fume,
1787, in the79th year of herage, * °

- For almoft g9 years of that time fhe had
lived moft happily, in the bonds of marriage,
with our late deceafed friend.—And eminent
~ Was the aid he derived from her all the while, in
- the bufinefs of his calling, as well as in the ma-
nagement of his family ; and.it was not a little
owing to that aid, that the laudable induftty
-with which he purfued his occupation, as a fhip-
builder, for many years, was crowned with fuc-
cefs ; and -iffued in the acquifition of a very
handfome eftate. .~ - I

- AT what period of his life, religious impref
fions were firft fpecially made on his mind, my

information does not ferve me. Itis well known,

however, that when the great revival of religi-
on took place here, in the years 1741, 1742,
1743, and 1744 ; there were but-few among
the fubje&s of that glorious wotk, in whom the
effets of its energy were more fenfible, than in
Mr. Cross ; and very few, any where, couf!d bccl
o oun

——
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found more forward and zealous to promote it.:
Then did his virtues begin remarkably to be dif--
Ei::jyed. That Chrift-like temper, of which hethen
received folargeafhare, foon led himintothofe

ths in which he might beft follow the fteps of.
E?s bleffed Mafter; and do moft honor to the
religion he profefled. To feed the hungry and
to clothe the naked, became, from thenceforth,
his delightful care. There are yet among us
living ‘witneffes, not a few, who, from their own
knowledge, bear ample teftimony of his many,
and, fometimes, fingular charities to the poor,
both in this and in other towns, -

AsHoRrRING all ofteritation of his virtues, he
diftributed ‘his alms with a ftudious re to
the divine precept; not to, let the left hand
know what the right hand doeth : It was impof-

. fible, however, that, with all his care to conceal
it, the light of a.candle which bugnt fo brightly
could long be hid. The pity of his heart foon
became the afylum of piety in diftrefs. The
munificence of his hand has been known to call
the godly poor from a diftant place, to raife them
from the depth of indigence to comfortable liv-
ings, and to fix themin reputable ftations inthe
community. His liberality has opened the pri-
fon-doors, has paid the debt, releafed the debtor,

. ;\};_d fettled the prifoner in profitable bufinefs for -
ie. ’ :

‘THE law of truth dwelt on his lips, Juftice
and integrity reigned in his dealings. His word
‘was equal to his bond : nor would he flinch from
his promife, however much to his lofs the per-
formance ‘might be, - An unaffeCted primitive
: R implicity
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fimplicity ran through all his manners, his equi-
page, and his drefs : from a principle of fixed

averfion to extravagance and fhew, his houfe-
was remarkably the feat of frugality—and the -
theatre of virtuous and indefatigable induftry:-

temperance and fobriety reigned within his walls
~—ceconomy and content walked hand in hand.
in his dwelling, ' 4 :
o oM,

" SteapiLy purfuing his own bufinefs;- he-
never affected any thare in public employments.
The fuccefs of his labors, however, he did not-

neglet, to render a public good : whilft he de-. .

rived thence an honorable maintenance for ‘a
number of families befides hisown. Never un-
affected with the concerns of his country, nor:
indifferent to its interefts, he ftood firm to the
caufe of AMEerica in its darkeft days.—His pa-

triotifm was unmoved in all the fhakings of < The

times which tried men’s fouls’—and his faith re~
mained ftrong, that fuccefs would finally crown
the virtuous ftruggles of this people, for the re~
covery and fupport of thofe liberties where-
with CuRr1sT had made them free,

- It muft not be forgotten, that his religion

. 'was the top of all his attainments. The devo-

tions of morning and evening worthip were as
fteady, in his family, as the rifing and fetting
of the fun. Not even the greateft hurry of bu-
finefs could divert him from blefling his houfe,
at the ftated feafons; and joining and leading

_them in waiting on his Gop. Of his fecret de- .

thions hg endeavoured to make a fecret. Yet
his profiting much, from fecret aés of commu-
nion with his Redeemer, was obvious ta all a-

bout

S
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‘bout him: while he ever fludied to make his
converfation entertaining and agreeable, he
failed not to render it inftruétive and edifying ;
and feldom left his company without dropping
fome hint of warning--of caution--or advice
for the convition of the finner, or the faint’s
dire¢tion and comfort. Thus he became a
Plain and faithful reprover of the vices of his
times ; the impious and profane--the drunkard--
the Sabbath-breaker--and the idler ufually met
him with dread. ' :

. THe doltrines of the gofpel he ftudied with
peculiar care; few in his circumftances, better
underftood them ; or could defend them fo well.. -
But, from the time of the reformation already
mentioned, his zeal for the purity and power of
religion was eminently diftinguifhed.--At that
crifis, he boldly ftood forth and openly efpoufed
- what he tho’t the caufe of God ; againtt a ftrong
tide of oppofition. His heart, his houfe, and his
purfe were open to all whom he confidered as ho-
neftly laboring to promoteit. The faithful preach-
‘ers who pleaded that caufe, found a home in his
dwelling whenever they came. Atlength, hav-
ing found a goodly number, whom he judged
fincere fubjets of vital religion; he animated

them to form this church; and entered into co-
venant with them himfelf, in November 1746.
‘To his benefactions and other exertions, at that
time, it greatly owed its furmounting the many
difficulties then in its way.

Its firft ftated preacher was boarded at his

houfe, gratis, for the fpace of three years: and

there was the firft refort of its firft. fettled mi-
' ’ nifter ;

/
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nifter: a principal fhare of the expencé of
building its firft meeting-houfe was defrayed by
himfelf : and, of the feven who purchafed a
valuable houfe and lot of land, and made i pre-
fent of them to the Reverend MRr. Parsons, .
my worthy predeceflor, foon after his coming ta
this town, MRr. Cross, was the chief. In the
ere&ion of this fpaciéus building, where you
now ftatedly worfhip, his aids were effential ;
and a valuable token of his liberality to the

- church you behold, every day, in the excellent

folio BiBLE that adorns the defk.

No hearer of “the gofpel was more conftantly
feen in his place at public worthip : no hearer
was more attentive there: and few more fre-
quently felt.the force of the doétrines there de=.
livered. How often have we feen him melt in-
to tears of joy at the news of- the great falvati-
on! How tenderly has he been wont to weep o-
ver the gracelefs and fecure ! With what ardour
did he warn them to flee from the wrath to come }
Earneftly did his bowels yearn for the converfion
of the rifing generation : bitterly he lamented
the decays of vital piety fo generally prevailing
in thefe darkfome days. How often have we
feen him lift to heaven his withered hands
and ftreaming eyes, in agonizing interceflion
for the church of Chrif ! And how anxioufly
engaged was his heart, during your late
bereavement of your venerable Paftor, to fee
the gofpel re-fettled among you, agrecably to
the principles which you profefled, cannot foon
be tgrgotten. Many now within thefe walls can
remember the faithful teftimonies he gave, both

“in word and writing, againft what he thought

to be finful.
Ir
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It was my misfortuné that my perfonal acs
Quaintance with him began too laté to know him
when he was Mr. Cross.--But, tho’ hoary and
bowed with yedrs, he was, by his fpiritual and
holy conferences, made fpecially ufeful to me,
fince*I have known him. Thefe have often
been my cordial in a gloomy hour--and have
animated and encouraged me to my arduoyis
work, times without number. I think I never

.

finithed a_converfation with him, withoutghis

dropping fome Word to ftrengthen my hands;

and point my eye t0 the great reward;

At laft it has pleafed Gob 6 fnatch him
from us, at a time when his counfels and his
prayers were not lefs needed than formerly. He
feemed, for fome time, t6 have had premoniti-
ons of his approaching diffolution; and was
frequently heard to fay, he fhould be gone be-
fore his daughter, whofe life was then defpaired of
by himfelf, and who furvived him but one day.

. His illnefs was fhort: and his death was in,
fome refpedts, a tranflation. He tafted not. of
death whilé he died. During the week before
he was attacked by his laft ficknefs, he was en-

gaged, with more than ordinary zeal, in exhort-

ing all that camé near him to examine themfelves
--and fee well to the faféty of their {pititual ftate ;
and in entreating every one to confider the dan-
ger of being deceived in their hope: '

.. THE lethargic {lumber that came on with his
difeafe, deprived his friends, in a great meafure,
of the benefit of his dying teftimony and advi-
ces. But when, at any time, they were able to

H  roufe

“

4
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. roufe him a little; though he was loft to every
thing in this world, his anfwers on religious

fubjects were rational and clear: all elfe gilcd

him; yet he declared his religion ftood firm—

and tafted to him as fweet as ever. He charged

all that enjoyed their reafon, to ufe it to the glo-
ry of Gob, for he was fenfible his own was now

“impaired : and, among the laft words he faidto

me, was a declaration that he knew he was a-
bagt to leave us--that his hopes of the inheri-..
tance of the faints in light remained ftrong--
that he was going to another anda better world ;
and that his heart rejoiced at the profpect. In
this condition he continued until January the
4thy at 11 o’clock, A. M. when he gently flept
away into his Mafter’s joy in the 82d year of his
age, and left a mourning church, a numerous-

circle of friends, and efpecially four loving and

~ dutiful children, with their rifing families, to
‘lament a breach then made upon them, too
great ever to be healed in this vale of scars.

* Bur it was not long before the youngéft of
the four followed her father. Mrs. MarRTHA
NoweL had been languithing in a confumptive
cafe for fome months before ie was feized ; and
expired at 11 o’clock, A. M. on the 5th of Fs-
nuary, and, on the next Wednefday, was fol-
lowed by a folemn mournful train, together
with her father, and buried with him in one
grave, Atat. 39.

* I her were affembled all the accomplifhments
of a fine female chara&ter. To an ingenious

and penetrating mind, which fought every mean

of improvement, were added a fweetnefs and

inodefty that made her amiable in every relation.
' ' Convic-

X
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ConvicrIons of a ftate of fin and mifery had
frequently followed her from her youth--and
had fometimes arifen to great gnd unutterable
diftrefs ; and then vanifhed away. About three
- years ago, they returned with greater power
than ever :—her heart was laid open before her
—the found herfelf dead in trefpaffes and fins—
her own righteoufnefs appeared but filthy rags—
and all her hopes of eternal life were cut off—
till, on one of the Sabbaths in the month of
. April, that year, when fitting in this place, un-

der a Sermon, from Pf. xix. 11.—She faid, di-
vine light broke into her mind : fhe beheld the
glory of Gob in'the face of Jesus CHRIST;
and, by the drawings of Almighty love, fhe
was brought to clofe with, and embrace the of-
fered Redeemer on his own terms; and went
down to her houfe filled with joy unfpeakable.
and full of glory.—This celeftial frame of fpi-
rit was, with {fome intervals of darknefs, re-
peatedly indulged to her afterward¢. But, in.
her laft ﬁckncf%, at the clofe of a feafon of great
anxiety and diftrefs, the was filled with light
“and love, even toraptures :—thefe fettled down
into a fweet peace that paffed underftanding :—
- which was fupported, to the laft, by a faith.
that triumphed over all oppofition; and fo the
clofed her eyes on a world of darknefs; and,
we doubt not, inftantly opened them in eter-
nal day. ' ' "

- THus, from.that one.houfe, in the fpace of
twenty-one months, -were four adult perfons .
carried, as charity concludes, to the houfe not
made with hands.* SiNgu-

.® Miss Saran Cross, an eldg fifter of her’s, wzsvthe firft in thig
- lift: A woman the moft remarkable for fagacity and virtuéghat cver,
1 faw,_in her peculiar circumftances.
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_SiNGuLaRLY inftru&tive may this train of

rovidences be to all ‘who duly attend to it,
gut as it dires its voice more efpecially to fome
than to others; fo, it is incumbent on me to
echo it more efpecially to their ears.

SurreR me then, in the firft place, to addrc&
a few words to the mourning children of the
dear deceafed, and their numerous rifing fami-
lies, prefent, )

My Honored Friends,

THE ftrokes of righteous heaven have lately,
fallen on you in thick fucceffion. A venerable
father and an ineftimable mother, with two be-
loved fifters, have been {natched from you in 3,
- fhort time. Moft cordially do 1 fympathize

with you in the fharp afflitions by which your,
hearts bleed, through thefe bereavements, this
day. Altho’ the goodnefs of the Lorp was
pleafed to continue the lives of your honored
parents to you, to a good old age ; yet the ftroke
that has now taken them from your head, is not
l‘efs folemn and affecting. Invaluable was the
privilege indulged you, while you enjoyed them.
That boon of heaven is-now withdrawn fore-
ver. And it is now your part to reflect on the va-
lue of the enjoyment you have loft—and on the,
improvements you have made of it. How ma-
ny careful inftru&ions have diftilled from their
kips into your ears—with how many tender ad-
monitions have they followed you ! How many
ardent petitions have they daily fent up to hea<
ven on your behalf, for a long courfe of years !
Petitions now on file—and which cannot fai%

of
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‘of anfwers in due time.—How favory were "the

patterns of virtue and religion which Heaven
has fet before your eyes, in thofe with whom
nature placed you in the neareft relation :--reli-
gion which you have feen ‘uniform and trium-
phant even in death. Now your faithful moni-
tors are no more ! No more fhall you fit under
their refrething and perfuafive addreffes! But,
may I not truft that the impreflions made by
them will be retained ftill warm on your hearts,
and operative on your lives ? '

PerMIT me on their behalf and your ewn, -
to exhort you now ; that, while you bow fub-

* miffive to the righteous ftroke of Heaven, you

may not delay to rife up--eagerly to fnatch the
falling mantle of your afeending. friends--and
ferioufly to follow them fo far as they followed-
CHrist. Thus will you beft embalm their me-
mories. No monuments of marble could re- .
flect fo much honor on their names.

THINK you fee them beckon to you from the
tomb ; and hear them accoft you in thefe en-
dearing ftrains; < Dear children, confider that
¢ religion which you faw in us. It has borne
€ us through all the trials of life. It has fup-

- < ported us in the important hour of death.--~

«¢ It has uthered us into a ftate of realand of per-
< fect blifs, which you, at prefent, cannot con-
““ceive. Be perfuaded, by parents that ever
¢ loved you, and now love more perfeétly than
¢ ever; to make that religion your own. Let
< no worldly object divert you from the purfuit .
< of it. Reft not, till you all have attained an
¢ affured intereft in Carist, It will be bll;tda‘j
o ' ittle
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« little while tiil we thall méet with you again.
¢« O let us meet to part no more forever! O !
“ let us not fee ome of you or your’s, at our
s« Lorp’s left hand, on the decifive day; left
« all our cares and all our warnings--left all our
« tears and all our prayers--rife up as fwift wit-
s nefles then, to your final ¢ondemnation. ”

LisTeN to this voice from the dead, my dear
friends; embrace thefe friendly counfels. Obey
thedi@atesof yourdeardeparted parents--dictates
delivered, as f}ll'om the battlements of the celeftial
city---Refolved on full and fpeedy compliarice

with their call, rife up now and call them blefl~ -

ed. -And fo, when you alfo thall have finifhed
ur courfe, may you all be joined to the {fame
lefled faciety with them; and with them join,
for ever, in the fong of Mosks and the L.aMBs,

TBE brotber and fiffers of our deceafed friend,
will alfo be pleafed to permit me, in the next
place, to remind them that the lives and deaths
we this day deplore, may ferve as frefh proofs,
of the truth of that religion which they now
profefs. With this additional encouragement,
then, be entreated, my friends, to quicken your-
pace. Your race is nearly finithed, O! be

, zealou§ now for Gop, more than ever, Live.
much in a little time. Be in earneft to have your
teftimony finithed before you come to a death-
bed ; left you may not be permitted to fay much
when you come there. Live more above all

- fublunary worlds. Keep your eye on the better

country. Not content with paft attainments, prefs
forward to the mark for the prize fet before you._

Not fufficed by habitual preparation only ; labor

for

-
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for aCtual readinefs for death. Steadily purfue
greater degrees of holinefs, until you are confci-
ous of meetnefs for the inheritance of the faints
inlight: and ftand ready, at a moment’s warning,
to drop this tabernacle, and go to the houfe eter-
nal in the heavens. Pick up the fragments of
your remaining time; and, when the long-withed
hour fhall come, may you alfo be able, on good
grounds, each to fay, I have fought a good fight;
1 have finithed my courfe ; 1 have kept tlie faith;
and now I go to poffefs a crown of life.

In the third place, I beg leave to call upon
you, my dear brethren, the officers who-com-
pofe the Session of this church, to realize it,
this day, that an efpecial part of the improve-
ment of this providence is required at your hands.
Various and affe&ting have been the breaches,
which death has made upon, your numbers,
fince my connettion with you began. Nine ru-
lingeldersand two deaconshave webeen called to
convey to the duft, within little more than eight
years. All of them favory and excellent chrifti-
ans, & eminentfupportsof vital religionamongus.

AND now it has pleafed Gobp to bereave you
of one, who has ftood in the place of both fa-
ther and brother, in the church, for a long pe-
riod of time. Upwards of forty-one years has
he been of your body. I need not now remind

you of the effential aids--the wife counfels--the

faithful diretions--the feafonable “encourage-

ments---the reviving comforts you received, du-

-ring that time, from his zealous exertions and fer-
vent prayers. They are yet warm in your re-
membrance, Suffer me, however, now to re-

mark,

¢
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mark that, as Heaven has thinned your numbert
--your work has been growing on your - hands.
Be not difcouraged by thefe difpenfations. Let
them rather inflame your zeal, and animate yoyr
diligence in that work. Let not the prophet’s
reproof ever be applicable to you, that the dif=
eafed ye have not ftrengthened; neither have ye
healed that which was fick, neither have ye bound
up that which was broken; neither have ye
brought again that which was driven away ; nei-

ther have ye fought that which was loft.* On .

the contrary, be ever exerting your utmoft for
the fervice of Gob ; and the beft good of all the
flock committed to you, and be encouraged
therein, by the joyful profpeét; that every breach
you heal--every broken bone you reftore--every
finner you are the means of reclaiming--and e-
very faint you help to comfort and fupport, in
this ftate of trial, will become a jewel in. youf

- crown, at the day of the reftitution of all things.

Fourtary and laftly, I would mingle my
tears with thofe of this church. in gcneral, un-=
der the repeated and fenfible frowns of heaven
upon us in the bereavements we have fuffered.
Bound, as we are, ‘thankfully to adore the So-
vereign grace that has added feventy-one mem-
bers to your communion, fince my paftoral re-
lation to you commenced,--nine of whom have
been received in the courfe of the year paft;
ought we not folemnly to feel, and deeply to be
humbled under the righteous hand of the Mo
High, that, in that period, has taken away no

" lefs than fifty-eight of your beloved brethren and

fitters ; of whom fifteen have been called home
during the laft year? 1

(@) Ezek. xxxiv. 3, 4y §¢

S .
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1 am fure it will not offend one humble and
fincere chriftian among you, if I add that, when
I compare, in point of religion; the members

departed, with thofe who have arifen to fill their .

places ; there appears no greater refemblance
than was once found between the firft temple
and the fecond. Where? Oh! where is the life
—the zeal-—the fpirituality ? Where {s the hea-
venly-mindednefs—and holy aétivity ? Where the
favory converfations--the humility--the felf-de-
nial—the near communion ufually feen among
the firft members of this church? What is be-
come of the fweet meetings--the holy focieties--
the happy days of fafting and of prayer—which
were wont to turn your private houfes into Bezh-
els, and this facred place into the gate of hea-
ven? Alas! How is our gold become, dim?
‘How is our. moft fine gold changed? Liet us,

‘then, this day, fearch and try ouf ways, and

turn again to the Lorp. Repent, and do your

firft works; left Gop aétually do what he has of -
late repeatedly threatened—-left he come quick-

ly and remove our candleftic out of its place.
Let me tell you, CarisT loathes this lukewarm-
nefs—and will fuddenly {pew it out of his mouth.

- Rife up then, and ftrengthen the things that re-

main, and are ready to die. Look about you,
my dear firs ; fee errors raging on every hand--
vice prevailing—iniquity abounding—the love
of many waxing cold--the fpirit of Gop with-
drawn--and one after another of your fathers ta-
ken from your head ! Is not evil gone forth a-
gainft this generation ? are not thefe doves fled
to their windows, before an approaching ftorm ?

Let us now rend our hearts--and not our gai-
ments ! and Q! let the little remnant of wreft-

I lers
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Yers in our Jrael—the few names, in our Sardis,

that have not defiled their garment-—take hold
of a departing Gop ; befiege the throne of grace

~with redoubled fervour, for an eut-pouring of

the HoLy Speirrr’s fpecial influence on this
church; thatits primitive glory may not quite

_-vanith, and Ichabod be written on its doors.

O, entreat him for your little ones; that they
may never be fuffered to forget the Gop of their
fathers! Renew your covenant with the Lorp s,
and learn to walk more worthy of the vocation
wherewith we are called : that, fo, we all may
be made meet to be partakers of the inheritance:
of the faints in light ; and be fo happy as,then,

, to be .admited to join with the dear deceafed,

and all the other worthies who have gone before .
us; in finging, worthy is the L.amB that was
flain, to receive honor and glory and blefling :
and therefore blefling and glory and honor and

. power, be unto him that fitteth on the throne,

and to the L.ams, forever, and ever!

A M E N .",
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