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PREFACE.

This sketch is designed, first of all, to trace the South-

ern Presbyterian Church from its roots in Europe ; to ex-

hibit its origin as a separate church, \\.s peculiar constitution

and character, its growth in numbers and in working effi-

ciency, its work at home and abroad, its relation to other

Christian churches; to set forth, thus, the great problems

now before it; in short, to put before the student what

the church has been, and is, and should be as a factor in

the great forces which go to make up universal church

history.

It is designed, secondly, to furnish the materials for

answers to three specific questions, viz. : Why did the

Southern Presbyterian Church come into separate exist-

ence? Why has it continued till the present a separate

existence ? Are there any sufficient reasons why it should

continue for a longer time to maintain a separate exist-

ence? These are paramount questions for this generation.

We have believed that Christians should labor for

church unity, not of the spirit only, but of the form.

While exalting the spiritual above the external, and hold-

ing that a true unity in Christ the head, a unity established

by the Spirit and maintained by the same blessed agent,

is compatible with the existence of a host of denomina-
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3l6 PREFACE.

tions, we have believed that Christians should labor to ex-

hibit that unity in the external life of the church; and that

our Lord's intercessory prayer can only be completely ful-

filled when the church militant is outwardly one.

But we have, also, believed that a church must exist

as a separate denomination while, and only while, in a

convenient territory, it has one or a group of truths of

fundamental importance for which to witness. And we

have believed, furthermore, that there can be no union of

denominations pleasing in God's sight which is not intelli-

gently efTected. We believe that the church should know

its own past and its present, what it has stood for and

what it should now stand for, before it can, in a way to

please God, propose organic union. In the same way it

should know its neighbor with whom it thinks of uniting.

We have done what we could in these few pages to ex-

hibit fearlessly and truthfully what appears to have been

the true character and purpose of our church to the pres-

ent. Readers of more schools than one, perhaps, will be

displeased with the truth. We have ivished to be con-

vincing. We have, therefore, resorted to laborious com-

piling, made the iinivipeacJiablc records of tJie churches talk

wherever possible ; and we have tried to reduce our own

personal equation to the lowest degree. We have let the

reader look through his own eyes at the facts, instead of

through ours.

Thomas Gary Johnson.
Hampden Sidney, Va.,

January, 1894.



THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIANS.

CHAPTER I.

THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIANS BEFORE l86l.^

The European sources of Southern Presbyterians are

almost as numerous as European nations ; but the chief-

est of such sources have been the EngHsh Presbyterians,

the Dutch, the Germans, the Swiss, the Huguenots, the

Scotch, and the Scotch- Irish.

The English Presbyterians came into the colonies of

Virginia and the Carolinas from the start. Some of these

were nonconforming ; and of these those in Virginia after

1531 or 1533^ suffered much persecution, some of them

being driven to the colonies of Maryland or the Carolinas,

while others were forced into conformity. After the

middle of the eighteenth century, when the Presbyterian

Church came to be formally tolerated, its numerous con-

verts from the Episcopal Church showed, with a degree of

1 This chapter is intended to present only such a brief sketch of Presby-
terians, New and Old vSchool, in the South, before 1861, as is necessary to

enable the reader to comprehend the body whose history he is invited to

follow through the period 1861-93. For ^ fuller account of these peoples
before 1861, the reader is referred to vol. vi., " Presbyterians."

2 Hodge, part i., p. 45. Compare Hays, p. 60.
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3l8 THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIANS. [Chap. i.

probability, that there had been many conforming Presby-

terians in that church. Indeed, Alexander Whitaker, " the

self-denying apostle of Virginia,"^ had been a Cambridge

Puritan. He had established a Congregational Presbytery

-

for the government of the local church. He had written

"neither surplice nor subscription is spoken of" in Vir-

ginia.^ The Puritans in the Virginia colony continued to

have great freedom up to about 1530. After that they

suffered persecution, as we have asserted.

The Dutch were among the early settlers of Maryland

and of Charleston, S. C.'^ Later they were found in the

valley of Virginia, and throughout the South. The Ger-

mans during the first three quarters of the eighteenth

century immigrated into Maryland, Virginia, the Carolinas,

and Georgia, chiefly from Pennsylvania, but also directly

from South Germany.^ Bodies of Swiss, too, came into

South Carolina between 1730 and 1750.'' The Dutch and

Swiss were Presbyterians ; and so, also, was a moiety of

the Germans. The Huguenots, particularly after the

revocation of the Edict of Nantes, made settlements in

our borders, the chief of which were in Virginia, on the

James, and in South Carolina, in Charleston and its neigh-

borhood.^ The Scotch immigrated into our territory in

large numbers from the beginning of the eighteenth cent-

ury on. Scotchmen from Argyleshire w^ere in North

Carolina on the Cape Fear Ri\er in 1741. After the

battle of Culloden and the defeat of the Jacobites, Scotch

Highlanders came over in great numbers and settled be-

side their brethren on the Cape Fear and its tributaries.^

Scotchmen settled during the first half of the eighteenth

century, also, in parts of South Carolina, in Georgia, in

1 Bancroft, vol. i., p. 141. 2 Briggs, p. 86.

3 B.incroft, voU i., p. 141. * Ibid., vol. i., p. 430.
5 Hodge, part i., p. 50. ^ Ibid.

7 Bancroft, vol. i., p. 432. ^ Hodge, part i., p. 66.
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the Piedmont region of North Carolina and Virginia, and

had settled at a much earlier time in Maryland. The

Scotch- Irish, irritated by increase of rents, and by a tax

to support a church not of their choice, began in the first

quarter of the eighteenth century a more rapid immigra-

tion into America. These people, coming directly, or

after a stoppage in Pennsylvania, spread themselves over

the valley of Virginia, the Piedmont region of Virginia

and the Carolinas, and more sparsely over the whole re-

maining South Atlantic Colonies^
—"a staunch and stal-

wart stock " of Presbyterians.

From these older States the settlers, or their children,

subsequently passed over into the lands of Kentucky and

Missouri, of Tennessee and Alabama, of Mississippi and

the States of the Southwest. In their earlier immigra-

tions the Scotch and Scotch- Irish did not, as a rule, settle

in large bodies, but singly, and were scattered widely over

the Middle and Southern Colonies. Hence, up to 1750
they had, except in a few favored localities, no regular

religious ministrations. There was, of course, no organic

church connection among them. Independency, even,

was in the ascendant in the Charleston colony, the most

favored of them all in the ecclesiastical privileges.

Nevertheless, from about 1650 on, Presbyterian settlers

in Maryland, Virginia, and North Carolina were looked

after by such servants of God as the Revs. Francis

Doughty, about 1657-59, Matthew Hill, 1667-76, Will-

iam Trail, Francis Makemie, and their followers ; while

the churches of Charleston and in the vicinity were served

by Puritans like John Cotton, or Scotch Presbyterians like

Archibald Stobo, and their followers.

Their Character, as Ilhistratcd in the Civil and Religions

Life.—Under this guidance and the " favoring conditions of

1 Hodge, part i., pp. 67, 68; Howe, vol. L, pp. 197 ff.
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our Southern life " these several strains of European Pres-

byterianism were so blended as to make " a body of Chris-

tians, singularly homogeneous, conservative, truth-loving,

and ardently devoted to right and liberty. The courtly

and cultiwited Huguenot, the stern and simple-hearted

Highlander, the strong, earnest, faithful Scotch-Irish, the

conscientious Puritan, and the frank, honest Teuton, con-

tributed of the wealth of their character and the glory of

their history. Devotion to principle was the guiding star of

their action." ^ They have been devoted to the maintenance

of their civil rights. No people has shown a higher degree

of patriotism. The act of the Scotch- Irish met in Abing-

don, Va., January 20, 1775 ;^ the Mecklenburg Declaration

of Independence, made on the 20th of May, 1775 ;'' their

conduct in the Revolutionary War—such as to draw from

General Washington the famous encomium on the men of

Western Virginia—are sufficient proofs. Nor were they

prepared to show less of heroic devotion to the country

in the calamitous struggle of 1861. They have been

equally zealous, to say the least, for religious liberty.

The petition from the Presbytery of Hanover, dated No-

vember II, I 774, " To the Honorable the Speaker and the

Gentlemen of the House of Burgesses," of Virginia,'' and

the memorials from the same Presb}-tery—in 1776^ and

in 1777"—to the same legislative body, at once leave no

doubt as to where Mr. Jefiferson got his views of religious

liberty, and e\'ince the fact of the zeal of the Presbyterian

people of Virginia for religious liberty. These people

have shown themselves as* eager for the triitJi as for lib-

1 Dr. Moses D. lloge, in Hays's " Presbyterians," p. 480.
2 r.ancroft, vol. iv., pp. 100, 101 ; Briggs, p. 34S.

3 Bancroft, vol. iv., ji. 196; Briggs, p. 340.
4 This petition was puhlisheil for the first time in the " Central Presby-

terian," May 16, 1888, by the II(mi. Win. Wirt Henry, LL D., Richmond, Va.
•5 See F'oote's " Sketches of Virginia," series i., pp. 323 ff.

^ Ibid., series i., jip. 2)2b, 327.
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erty. Academies- were often erected beside the churches.

The pastors were frequently teachers as well as preachers.

Queen's Museum, in Mecklenburg County, N. C, was

founded and obtained a charter from the colonial govern-

ment in 1770. This charter, though set aside by the king

and council, was amended, and a second time granted by

the colonial legislature in 1771. The king repealed it

by proclamation, evidently because several of the trus-

tees were Presbyterian ministers.^ The independent com-

monwealth of North Carolina chartered the institution

again in 1777 as Liberty Hall. About the same time

Hanover Presbytery took " into consideration the great

expediency of erecting a seminary of learning." As a

result academies were very soon established, one of which

grew into Washington College in the valley of Virginia,

the other into Hampden Sidney College in Southside,

Va., each being at once a monument to patriotism and

fidelity to religious convictions, and the means of support-

ing these virtues as long as, in the mercy of God, it shall

remain substantially unperverted.

So the church ran her early course.

We cannot, in .this sketch, follow her in detail to 1861.

That can be fairly inferred from her start and from her

condition on the eve of the war between the States. We
beg leave, though, to point out one very worthy trait

of Southern Presbyterians during the early part of the

nineteenth century. They were a missionary body. It

was from Dr. John Holt Rice, the founder of Union Theo-

logical Seminary, in Virginia, that the famous overture

on missions came before the General Assembly of 1831.

He asked the Assembly to adopt the following resolutions :

First, That the Presbyterian Church in the United States is a missionary

society, the object of which is to aid in the conversion of the world; and

I Foote's " Sketches of North Carolina," p. 513.
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that every member of the church is a member for life of the said society, and

bound, in maintenance of his Christian character, to do all in his power for

the accomplishment of this object. Second, ministers of the gospel in con-

nection with the Presbyterian Church are most solemnly required to present

this subject to the members of their respective congregations, using every

effort to make them feel their ol)ligations and to induce them to contribute

according to their ; bility. l

This paper stirred the church.

T/ie Status of Southern Presbyterians in 1861.—In 1861

there were south of Mason and Dixon's Hne 12 synods

of the Old School Church, 1275 churches, and 96,550
communicants. There were three flourishing theological

seminaries within her bounds, each under the control of one

or more synods, viz., Union Seminary in Virginia, Colum-

bia Seminary in Columbia, S. C, and Danville in Kentucky.

There were important colleges under the more or less

careful superintendence of the body, e.g., Hampden Sid-

ney College and Washington College in Virginia, Davidson

College in North Carolina, Center College in Kentucky,

et al.

In 1 86 1 there were in the same territory, constitut-

ing the United Synod of the South, 3 synods, with 199

churches, 11,581 communicants. Steps had been taken

for the founding of a theological seminary, and $70,000

had been subscribed and partly paid in for this purpose.

The Synod had under its care one college, at Marysville,

Tenn.

No part of the church had a more cultivated ministry

than the Southern Presbyterian Church of the Old School.

Their seminaries were manned by some of the very ablest

men in either of the two churches. North and South.

Thornwell was in his meridian splendor at Columbia;

Dabney and Peck, slower in reaching their maturity, as

1 For the whole of this able and solemnly important paper see Assembly's
Digest, Baird's Collection, p. 363.
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well as younger in years, were teaching with marked abiU

ity at Union ; Breckenridge was illustrating as the day,

or obscuring, according to his subject, as the night, the

themes with which the theologian deals, at Danville
;

Painter and Hoge and others were edifying as well as de-

lightmg large and cultivated audiences day after day. A
ministry, generally highly cultured and especially trained,

was serving with acceptance the people of God. No con-

siderable part of the church elsewhere surpassed the South

in all that goes to make intelligent and honest Presbyte-

rianism. It had been a happy, a blessed portion of the

Church of God.



CHAPTER II.

THE ORIGIN OF THE PKES15VTERIAN CHURCH IN THE
CONFEDERATE STATES.

Jupiter swallowed Metis lest she should bear, in their

coming child, one wiser than himself. But that child

sprang, the fully panoplied Minerva, \\ise and strong and

impregnably chaste, from the head of her monster father.

If any one had asked, " What are the grounds on which

Minerva claims the right of existence among the gods

and goddesses?" it might well have been said: "On the

ground of the virtuous strength and happiness which she

can achieve in and for her worshipers, as well as on the

ground of the repentance and reformation which she may
be able to work among the gods and goddesses them-

selves, including her father."

The occasion of the Presbyterian Church in the United

States coming into existence was the successful effort, on

the part of the majority of the Old School Assembly of

1 86 1, to usurp the crown rights of the Redeemer in mak-

ing new terms of church-membership; and, in the same

act, to prostitute the church to the state so far as to hold

the Southern Presbyterians to the support of the Federal

Government, as over against the governments of their

several sovereign States, on pain of ejection from the

church in case of failure to comply with the terms of

church-membership thus made.

On the 1 2th of April, 1861, the Confederacy had been

forced to begin the bombardment of Fort Sumter; for

the Federal Government had been about to provision anew
324
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and reinforce and render unconquerable this doorway

which it held into the heart of the South. The bombard-

ment turned out to be so successful that in spite of a

heroic resistance the fort fell into the hands of the South

within thirty-six hours. The fall of Fort Sumter was used

with consummate skill by the Northern demagogues.

Holy Writ tells us of a certain Levite, whose concubine

was done to death by the men of Gibeah in Benjamin,

that ' when he was come into his house, he took a knife,

and laid hold on his concubine, and divided her, together

with her bones, into twelve pieces, and sent her into all

the coasts of Israel, so that it came to pass that all that

saw it said, There was no such deed done nor seen from

the day that the children of Israel came up out of Egypt
until this day." Not less striking were the representa-

tions made by the leaders of the North over the " insult

to the national flag in attacking Fort Sumter." The pas-

sions of the masses were aroused. The whole country

was aflame with war. On the 15th of April President

Lincoln issued a call for seventy-five thousand volunteers

to quell the " insurrection," as he called it. Though his

proclamation drove four more States into the Confeder-

acy, the rest of the country responded with four times as

many men as he asked for.

The Assembly of 1861, which convened in Philadelphia

on May i6th, met in an atmo.sphere surcharged with the

war-spirit. Many ministers and elders from all sections

of the country had fondly hoped that the church might

maintain her unity in spite of political disunion. They
had hoped that her spirituality, her divine origin, and

Christ-like character might be all the more brightly illus-

trated by her course in the midst of what even then gave

awful promise of being one of the fiercest civil wars of

all history. But their hopes were doomed to an early
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blighting. Such union could only be maintained by the

church's keeping within her own sphere, and steering

clear of the political issues on which the ship of state had

become ciismembered. And there was a party—at first

small, but destined to rapid growth under extraneous

pressure and ignoble motives^—in the church which had

determined to make the General Assembly indorse the

Federal Government at Washington and pledge its sup-

port thereto. This was, of course, to prostitute the church

to the state—nay, to a party in the state. But what is it

men will not prostitute, and to what will they not make
that prostitution when driven on by prejudice, passion, and

revenge ?

The venerable Dr. Spring, of the Brick Presbyterian

Church, New York, probably at the urgent insistence of

others, with a clearer vision of the nature and consequence

of the action but with less of conscience than himself

thereat, so early as the third day of the Assembly intro-

duced the following resolution

:

That a special committee be appointed to iiKjuire into the expediency of

the Assembly's making some expression of their devotion to the Union of

these States, and their loyalty to the government ; and if in their judgment

it is expedient so to do, tliey report what that expression shall be.-

1 Dr. J. H. Vandyke says: "There was at first a large majority who
were opposed to any political deliverance whatever. They were in favor of

simply asserting the great Scriptural doctrine of obedience to civil rulers,

accompanied by kind injunctions to study the things that made for peace.

But as the Assembly proceeded with its business, the pressure from without,

and a little leaven working within, changed the spirit and purposes of the

body. That kind of martyrdom so eloquently portrayed by Dr. Thomas a

few days ago, as consisting of applause in the galleries, and other indications

of popular will, began to make its influence felt. There were, moreover,

indications of another kind of martyrdom in the streets, whose instruments

would not be waving of pocket-handkerchiefs and clapping of fair hands, but

tar and feathers, ropes and lamp-posts. . . . Whether from these causes or

not, it is well known that the Assembly underwent a speedy and marvelous
change in its spirit and in its purpose ; until ' in an evil hour her rash hand
reaching forth,' she passed tlie famous, or ratlier iufanions, Spring Resolu-

tion."
—"Concise Record of the Assembly," 1866, p. 55.

2 " Minutes of the General Assembly," O. S., 1861, p. 303.
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This resolution was laid on the table by a vote of 123

to 102. But the Progressives were not to be balked.

Only three days la^er Dr. Spring offered a paper with

resolutions respecting the appointment of religious so-

lemnities for the 4th of July next, and the duty of min-

isters and churches in relation to the " condition of our

country." ^ The house made the consideration of these

resolutions the first order of the day for the Friday

next, May 24th. Friday brought a protracted and heated

debate over the resolutions, and a substitute moved by

Dr. Charles Hodge. The debate continued Saturday and

Monday. Monday evening there was an effort made, under

the lead of Dr. Hodge, to lay the whole business on the

table; but it was defeated, the vote being 87 yeas and

153 nays. Tuesday morning the matter was referred to

a special committee, with instructions to report in the

afternoon. Nine were appointed on this committee. They
presented a majority report with eight names affixed,

and a minority report with one name subscribed, that of

Dr. William C. Anderson, of San Francisco. After further

discussion the majority report failed of adoption, the vote

standing 84 yeas and 128 nays. Dr. Anderson's report

was then taken up. It consisted of Dr. Spring's resolu-

tions, with a slight alteration. It received an amendment,

making the report as follows

:

Gratefully acknowledging the distinguished bounty and care of Almighty

God toward this favored land, and recognizing our obligation to submit to

every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake, this General Assembly adopts

the following resolutions :

Resolved, i. That in view of the present agitated and unhappy condition

of our country, the first day of July next be set apart as a day of prayer

throughout our bounds ; and that on this day ministers and people be called

on humbly to confess and bewail our national sins ; to offer our thanks to the

Father of lights for his abundant and undeserved goodness toward us as a

nation ; to seek his guidance and blessing upon our rulers and their coun-

1 " Minutes of the General Assembly," 1861, p. 308.
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sels, as well as on the Congress of the United States about to assemble; and

to implore him, in the name of Jesus Christ, the great High-I'riest of the

Christian profession, to turn away his anger from us, and speedily restore

to us the blessings of an honorable peace.

Resolved, 2. That this General Assembly, in the spirit of Christian patriot-

ism which the Scriptures enjoin, and which has always characterized this

church, do hereby acknowledge and declare our obligations to promote and

perpetuate, so far as in us lies, the integrity of these United States, and to

strengthen, uphold, and encourage the Federal Government in the exercise

of all its functions under our noble Constitution ; and to this Constitution, in

all its provisions, requirements, and principles, we profess our unabated

loyalty. And to avoid all misconceptions, the Assembly declare that by the

terms the " Federal Government," as here used, is not meant any particular

administration, or the peculiar opinions of any particular party, but that

central administration whicli, being at any time appointed and inaugurated

according to the forms prescribed in the Constitution of the United States, is

the visible representative of our national existence, i

This paper was adopted by a vote of 156 yeas to 66

nays. It was revolutionary, filled with the very genius of

usurpation and prostitution of the things of the Lord Jesus

Christ. Dr. Hodge and others gave notice that they pro-

tested against this action of the Assembly for reasons to

be given. The protest when it came was substantially as

follows

:

We, the undersigned, respectfully protest against the action of the General

Assembly in adopting the minority report of the committee on the state of

the country.

We make this protest, not because we do not acknowledge loyalty to our

country to be a moral and religious duty, according to the Word of God,

which requires us to be subject to the powers that be, nor because we deny

the right of the Assembly to enjoin that, and all other like duties, on the

ministers and churches under its care, but because we deny the right of the

General Assembly to decide the political question to what government the

allegiance of Presbyterians as citizens is due, and its right to make that de-

cision a condition of membership in our church.

That the paper adopted by the Assemljly does decide the political question

just stated is in our judgment undeniable. It asserts, not only the loyalty of

this body to the Constitution of the Union, but it promises, in the name of

all the churches and ministers whom it represents, to do all that in them

1 " Minutes of the General .Assembly," O. S., 1861, pp. 329, 330.
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lies to strengthen, uphold, and encourage the Federal Government. It is,

however, a notorious fact that many of our ministers and members conscien-

tiously believe that the allegiance of the citizens of this country is primarily

due to the States to which they respectively belong; and, therefore, that

when any State renounces its connection with the United States and its alle-

giance to the Constitution, the citizens of that State are bound by the laws

of God to continue loyal to their State, and obedient to its laws. The paper

adopted by the Assembly virtually declares, on the other hand, that the alle-

giance of the citizen is clue to the United States, anything in the Constitution

or ordinances or laws of the several States to the contrary notwithstanding.

It is not the loyalty of the members constituting this Assembly, nor of our

churches or ministers in any one portion of our country, that is thus asserted,

but the loyalty of the whole Presbyterian Church, North and South, East

and West.

Allegiance to the Federal Government is recognized or declared to be the

duty of all churches and ministers represented in this body. In adopting this

paper, therefore, the Assembly does decide the great political question which

agitates and divides the country. The question is, Whether the allegiance of

our citizens is primarily to the State or to the Union. However clear our

own convictions of the correctness of this decision may be, or however deeply

we may be impressed with its importance, yet it is not a question which this

Assembly has a right to decide.

That the action of the Assembly in the premises does not only decide the

political question referred to, but makes that decision a term of membership

in our church, is no less clear. It puts into the mouths of all represented

in this body a declaration of loyalty and allegiance to the Union and to the

Federal Government. But such a declaration made by our members residing

in what are called the seceding States is treasonable. Presbyterians under

the jurisdiction of those States cannot, therefore, make that declaration.

They are consequently forced to choose between allegiance to their State and

allegiance to the church.

The General Assembly, in thus deciding a political question, and making

that decision practically a condition of membership to the church, has in our

judgment violated the constitution of the church, and usurped the prerogative

of the Divine Master. . . .

In the third place, we protest because we regard the action of the Assembly

as altogether unnecessary and uncalled for. . . . We are fully persuaded that

we best promote the interests of the country by preserving the integrity and

unity of the church.

We regard this action of the Assembly, therefore, as a great national

calamity, as well as the most disastrous to the interests of our church which

has marked its history.

We protest, fourthly, because we regard the action of the Assembly as

unjust and cruel in its bearings on our Southern brethren.

And finally, we protest because we believe the act of the Assembly will not
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only diminish the resources of tlie church, but greatly weaken its power for

good, and expose it to the danger of being carried away more and more from

its true principles by a worldly and fanatical spirit.

i

Fifty-seven other men, along with Dr. Hodge, honored

themselves by affixing their names to this paper, which for

its political and ecclesiastical sagacity, its gentlemanly and

Christian spirit, is deserving of everlasting admiration.

Fourteen of the only sixteen Southern commis.sioners

were among the signers. The other forty-four names in-

cluded, in addition to that of the revered Princeton theolo-

gian, that of the moderator, the Rev. Dr. John T. Backus,

and of the moderator of the preceding Assembly, the Rev.

Dr. John W. Yeomans, who had preached the opening ser-

mon on the text John xviii. 36, " My kingdom is not of

this world "
; and many more names of the wisest and god-

liest men of the whole North.

The best possible foil for Dr. Hodge's protest, one that

makes it shine like a jewel in an ash-bank, was the answer

to it by the Assembly's committee. They " readily ad-

mitted " that the Assembly's action had political as well

as moral bearings ; and then went on to produce an almost

matchless specimen of pettifogging and sophistical dema-

goguery in the vain attempt to support the Assembly as

just and Scriptural in its conduct. The haters of democ-

racy might find in this instance a very convenient proof of

the folly of the l^ule by the mere numerical majority in

collusion against principle and intelligence.- In itself it

would be both interesting and instructive to illustrate

the Machiavellianism of this reply at length, but it would

carry us too far aside from the particular course of events

with which we are directly concerned. We recall our at-

tention, therefore, to the Spring resolutions, and to the

1 " Minutes of the General Assembly," 1861, pp. 339, 340.
2 See " Minutes of the General Assembly," O. S., 1861, pp. 342-344.
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1

view taken of them by Dr. Hodge and his party in the

North. That party was not moved by sectionaHsm. Its

judgment was not warped by self-interest. It was not a

secession party. It was not largely a slave-owning party.

The student of history will remember these facts when
studying the reception which Southern Presbyterians gave

the resolutions by the venerable pastor of the Brick

Church. There is no proof of their having been moved
by schism, heresy, or selfishness.

Almost the whole Southern wing of the church regarded

the Assembly's action just as the conservative party in

the North did. They saw : first, that the political ques-

tion had been decided for the whole Presbyterian Church

represented in the Assembly ; second, that the action of

the Assembly in the premises did not only decide the po-

litical question referred to, but made that decision a term

of membership in the church; third, that it was cruel in

its bearings on the Southern members of the church,

making them renounce allegiance either to church or

state; fourth, that in the political adjudication the church

had been guilty of usurpation of the Redeemer's rights,

and the prostitution of the Redeemer's bride ; fifth, that,

finally, the flood-gates of politico-religious syncretism, of

fanaticism, had been thrown open. These things they

saw ; and these things, together with the actual setting up

of the Confederate Government, were the objective causes,

the occasions, of the rise of the Presbyterian Church,

South.

Some of the strongest intellects as well as some of the

most devoted Christian ministers in the whole church were

in the South. They desired a church on whose banner

should be inscribed, "The Spirituality of the Church,"

''The power of the Church Court as to kind and degree

only what the Word of God as interpreted by the Stand-
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ards of the Church makes it," " A faithful adherence to

the Constitution of the Church," " The absokite Headship

of Christ in the Church." They wanted a church, and a

better one than that from which they had been virtually

ejected. They wanted a church that looked to her bride-

groom as her very lord, that wore not the skirts of a

prostitute; a church whose courts " would never ask what

might be a man's view of the Constitution of the United

States, of the doctrine of State rights, or of any other

political question "
; but " What does he think of the head-

ship of Christ, of the atonement, of regeneration? is he

willing to adopt sincerely and in their true import our

time-honored standard of doctrine and church order? "^

Such a church as the Old School Presbyterian had been,

but was no longer, a church of their own people, among
whom homogeneity would prevent all retarding friction of

her chariot-wheels as her armies should go forth against

the world. They wanted a church for their own sakes,

their fellows' sakes, and for the sake of truth and God.

In these glorious aspirations and honorable desires we
find the true causes of the existence of the Presbyterian

Church, South. As these causes are to receive fuller

illustration incidentally as we proceed, we shall for the

present dispense with their further elucidation, and pass

on to trace the organization of the church in process, and

then to set forth the completeness of the form of organi-

zation, and its adjustment to its ecclesiastical environment.

TJie Organization of the Body and its Adjustment to

its Environment.—Most of the Southern Presbyteries

—

all, perhaps—had held, as the custom is, their spring meet-

ings prior to the time of the Philadelphia Assembly. But

such of them as had adjourned meetings, or pro re nata

1 See speech of Dr. J- H. Vamlyke, in " Concise Records of the Assembly
of St. Louis," 1866, p. 54.
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meetings, on the heel of that Assembly, protested with

various degrees of vigor against the high-handed usurpa-

tion and abhorred degradation of that body. The Pres-

bytery of Memphis, in an adjourned meeting on the 13th

of June, renounced connection with the Assembly for its

unchristian and revolutionary action, and requested all

concurring Presbyteries to meet with them by their com-

missioners, in Memphis, on the third Thursday in May,

1863, for the purpose of organizing a General Assembly.

It also suggested to the Presbyteries the advisability of

their calling meetings and appointing delegates to a con-

vention to meet in Atlanta on the 15th of August, " to con-

sult upon various important matters, especially our benev-

olent operations." This action was immediately followed

by that of the East Alabama Presbytery, which was called

together to consider the matter. It did not secede from

the Assembly, but earnestly protested, and declared that

it would not acquiesce in the Assembly's action. It then

called for a convention of the Presbyteries to meet in

Columbia, S. C, on the Thursday before the second Sun-

day in September, 1861, aiming thus to secure cooperative

action.

On the 9th of July the Presbytery of New Orleans

formally renounced the jurisdiction of the Old Assembly,

ordered that a copy of their action be sent to the South-

ern Presbyteries, and requested them, if they should con-

cur in this action, to send commissioners authorized to

organize an Assembly, to commence its meetings on the

4th of December, 1861, in Augusta, Ga.

About the same time many of the Presbyteries met and

chose delegates to a convention in Atlanta, Ga., during

July, Individuals throughout the church had been calling

for such a convention, as an advisory body. Prominent

ministers in the Synod of Virginia had, on the close of the
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riiiladelphia Assembly, at once published a circular, invit-

ing ministers and elders in Southern Synods to meet in

convention in Richmond, Va., on the 24th of July. Prom-

inent ministers in the South Carolina Synod early agitated

the calling of such a convention; and Dr. Thornwell, at

least, expressed a preference for the Piedmont region of

North Carolina, and named, specially, Greensboro as a

suitable place. Such a convention was needed to give

harmony of action touching their relation to the Old

Assembly, to the several Presbyteries and Synods, and to

prevent the evils which might arise from a temporary dis-

organization, especially to make some temporary arrange-

ment concerning the benevolent operations of the church.

The upshot of all these calls for a convention was the final

fixing upon Atlanta as the place, and the 15th of August,

1 86 1, as the time, for a convention of representatives from

the Presbyteries.

TJie Atlanta Convention met at the time and place ap-

pointed. It was composed of twenty delegates from

eleven Presbyteries, with fourteen corresponding members
from six Presbyteries, and was in session three days. In

reference to the benevolent operations, it suggested and

recommended that the work of education, publication, do-

mestic missions, etc., should be left to the Presbyteries,

Synods, and the Southwestern Advisory -Committee of

New Orleans ;
" but as to foreign missions, the convention

indorsed the temporary plan for conducting this work

which had been devised by certain brethren in Columbia,

S. C, and pledged the support of the Presbyteries repre-

sented in the convention to it."^ In reference to the

action touching their relations to the Old Assembly, the

1 Alexander's "Digest," p. 68. We acknowledge here our indebtedness

to Mr. Alexander for his account of the Atlanta Convention, which we have
freely used in constructing ours.
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convention urged all such Presbyteries as had not re-

nounced the jurisdiction of the Old Assembly to do so,

and urged all the Presbyteries to declare their adherence

and submission to the standards as formerly held, with

the single change of the phrase " Presbyterian Church in

the United States of America" to this form, viz., " Pres-

byterian Church in the Confederate States of America."

It further urged that these Presbyteries send commis-

sioners to a General Assembly to be held in Augusta,

Ga., on the fourth day of the next December; that Rev.

Dr. Waddel, Rev. Dr. Gray, and Dr. Joseph H. Jones, of

Atlanta, Ga., be a committee on commissions to examine

the credentials of all who should be present ; and that the

respective Synods review the records of the Presbyteries

and confirm the actions herein proposed. Though a con-

vention, this body " disclaimed the right to determine the

political relations of individuals, or to solve for them polit-

ical questions."

The convention did just what it was intended to do. It

secured substantial unanimity of action touching relations

to the Old Assembly, and touching relations to the stand-

ards, on the part of all the Presbyteries and Synods.

And it gave a certain support to the temporary agencies

of the church until the Assembly should meet and place

them on a stable footing. During the remainder of the

summer and fall forty-seven Presbyteries, each for itself,

dissolved connection with the General Assembly of the

Presbyterian Church in the United States of America.

"This separation," says Dr. Palmer, "was based in every

case upon the unconstitutional character of the Assem-
bly's legislation. We give the language employed by a

single Presbytery, as showing the common ground upon
which they all stood : Resolved, That in view of the un-

constitutional, Erastian, tyrannical, and virtually exscinel-
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itig act of the late General Assembly, sitting at Philadel-

phia in May last, we do hereby, with a solemn protest

against this act, declare, in the fear of God, our connection

with the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in

the United States to be dissolved."^ These words are

from the minutes of Dr. Palmer's own Presbytery. That

he is correct in setting them forth as containing the com-

mon ground on which all the Presbyteries stood admits of

no doubt. Tiieir sober truth is no more than an adequate

expression of the Assembly's action as seen by clear-

headed and stout-hearted Presbyterians throughout the

South. Before the time for the meeting of the General

Assembly at Augusta, the forty- seven Presbyteries, with

their ten Synods, had been completely organized under

a common constitution, and the Presbyteries had duly

authorized and appointed commissioners to form said

Assembly.

The First General Assembly of the Presbyterian

Church, South, convened, according to appointment, on

the 4th of December, 1861. One of the most venerable

ministers present, the Rev. Dr. Francis McFarland, pre-

sided until a regular organization could be effected. On
his motion the Rev. Dr. B. M. Palmer was unanimously

chosen to preach the opening sermon. Dr. Palmer took

for his text Ephesians i. 22, 23—" And gave him to be

head over all things to the church, which is his ,body, the

fullness of him that fiUeth all in all." The preacher felt

the responsibility of the moment. What was of greater

importance, he was prepared for it. Endowed with a

force, splendor, and enthusiasm like Homer's, a fiery

logic like Paul's, the speaker had acquired an eloquence

comparable to Burke's. He was habitually an honest

student, and hence a well-furnished preacher on all occa-

' Palmer's " Life of Thornwell," pp. 502, 503.
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sions. On great occasions he had the mettle in him

which responded readily to the unusual pressure. The

present was a very great occasion. After an exordium

which makes the reader think that Palmer has a right to

preach on the sublime passages of him who, while de-

scribing himself as rude in speech, yet wrote as the lord

thereof, the preacher announced his subject as :
" The su-

preme doniinioji to zu/iich Christ is exalted as the Head

of the chureh, and the glory of the ehnrch in that rela-

tion, as being at onee his body and hisfillness.''

The flood-gates of discourse were raised, and the

waters gushed forth. The sermon was a true unfolding

of the great theme announced. There was but little

direct allusion to the situation of the church and the

country. The chief of such passages should be set forth

to the reader. The preacher had been speaking of the

glory which " surrounds the church," in virtue of the

headship of Christ over it. " The immortal Church of

Christ, which survives all change and never knows decay,

. . . outliving all time, and henceforth counting her years

upon the dial of Eternity." He at length breaks out:

" Do we understand, fathers and brethren, the mission of

the church given us here to execute? It is to lift through-

out the world our testimony for this headship of Christ.

The convocation of this Assembly is in part this testimony.

But a little while since it was attempted in the most

august court of our church to place the crown of our

Lord upon the head of Caesar—to bind that body which

is Christ's fullness to the chariot in which Caesar rides.

The intervening months have sufficiently discovered the

character of that state under whose yoke this church was

summoned to bow the neck in meek obedience ; but in

advance of these disclosures, the voice went up through-

out our land in indignant remonstrance against the usurpa-
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tion, in solemn protest against the sacrilege. And now
this parliament of the Lord's freemen solemnly declares,

that, by the terms of her great charter, none but Jesus

may be King in Zion. Once more, in this distant age

and in these ends of the earth, the church must declare

for the supremacy of her Head, and fling out the conse-

crated ensign with the old inscription, ' For Christ and his

Crown.' "^

The Assembly honored itself by directing the publica-

tion of the sermon in the appendix to the minutes. So

far as we know, it is the only sermon which has been so

published in the history^ of our church. Dr. Palmer was

made moderator of the Assembly.

TJie organization of the church, including its agencies

for carrying on all the great enterprises of Christian

effort, and the orientation of the church before the ti'orld,

and especially before the other churches of Jesus Christ

throughout the earth, was to be the great work of the

Assembly. As soon as the court had been organized

Dr. Thornwell introduced two resolutions, which were

unanimously adopted. They were as follows

:

1. That the style and title of this church shall be The Presbyterian Church

in the Confederate States of America.

2. That this Assembly declare, in conformity with the unanimous decision

of our Presbyteries, that the Confession of Faith, the Larger and Shorter

Catechisms, the Forms of Government, the Book of Discipline, and the Di-

rectory of Worship, which together make up the constitution of tlie Presby-

terian Church in the United States of America, are the constitution of the

Presbyterian Church in the Confederate States of America; only substituting

the term " Confederate States" for " United States." 2

In 1865, influenced by the issue of the war, the church

came under the necessity of changing its name somewhat,

and from that time has borne the legal style and title of

1 " Minutes of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the

Confederate States," 1861, p. 71.

2 " Minutes of the General Assemlily," 1861, p. 7.
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"The Presbyterian Church in the United States." Of

changes in the constitution we shall have something to

say in a future chapter.

As one looks over the proceedings of this Assembly,

he observes that though it is but an hour old, it is not

wrapped in swaddling-clothes. In the ordinary routine

work of such a body, it shows no signs of infancy. But

we marvel not at this ; for many of the members are

among the most skillful presbyters who could have been

found in the undivided church. But we do look on with

admiration as this fully grown young giant begins to rig

the ship in which it is to breast the waves and face the

foes of an indefinite future.

One of the first as well as the most notable things

which the Assembly did was to organize a permanent

agency for conducting foreign missions. And as the prin-

ciples of organization involved in the establishment of the

executive committee of foreign missions were applied in

all the executive committees established by the Assembly,

we may with profit bring out somewhat fully this plan

of the Assembly. Nor can this be better done than by

transcribing here the vital parts of the resolutions which

the body passed as a means to the organization of said

committee ; and the vital parts of those touching its at-

titude to the missions committed already by Providence

to its care, and to the unchristian and papal peoples over

the face of the globe.

For the organization of a permanent agency for con-

ducting foreign missions, the following resolutions were

adopted

:

Resolved, I. That this General Assembly proceed to appoint an Executive

Committee, with its proper officers, to carry on this work, and that the char-

acter and functions of this committee be comprised in the following articles

as its constitution, viz. :
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Aki'ici.e I. This committee shall 1)C known as the Executive Committee
of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the Confederate States of

America. It shall consist of a secretary, who shall be styled the Secretary of

Foreign Missions, and who shall be the committee's organ of communication

with the Assembly and with all portions of the work intrusted to this com-
mittee; a treasurer and nine other members, three of whom, at least, shall

be ruling elders or deacons, or private members of the church, all appointed

annually by the General Assembly, and shall be directly amenable to it for

the faithful and efScient discharge of the duties intrusted to its care. Vacan-

cies occurring ad interim it sliall till if necessary.

Art. II. It shall meet once a month, or oftener, if necessary, at the call

of the chairman or secretary. It may enact by-laws for its government, the

same being subject to the revision and approval of the General Assembly.

Art. III. It shall be the duty of the Executive Committee to take direc-

tion and control of the foreign missionary work, subject to such instructions

as may be given by the General Assembly from time to time ; to appoint

missionaries and assistant missionaries ; to designate their field of labor, and

provide for their support ; to receive the reports of the secretary and treas-

urer, and give such directions in relation to their respective duties as may
seem necessary ; to authorize appropriations and expenditures of money, in-

cluding the salaries of officers ; to communicate to the churches from time to

time such information about the missionary work as may seem important to

be known ; and to lay before the General Assembly from year to year a full

report of the work and of their receipts and expenditures, together with their

books of minutes for examination.!

The cumbrous and Scripturally unwarranted machinery

of boards, as well as voluntary societies, is done away with.

The fifth wheel of the chariot is cast aside ; a simple com-

mittee, directly and immediately responsible to the Gen-

eral Assembly as the Assembly's executive agent, does

the work which had in the Old Assembly been done at

one time by voluntary societies, and later by largely ir-

responsible boards. The Assembly had quietly made a

long stride toward a more Scriptural form.

The Southern Assembly of 1861 did much more than

to frame a good agency for conducting foreign missions.

It betrayed a glorious missionary zeal. The new church

had in its heart the Saviour's last command to the nascent

1 "Minutes of the General Assembly," 1861, p. 15.
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1

church of the Apostles. Already, during the summer of

1 86 1 and before the Atlanta Convention, Dr. J. Leighton

Wilson and other brethren in Columbia, S. C, had called

the attention of the church throughout the Confederacy

to the demands of the Presbyterian missions among the

tribes of the Indian Territory, and had raised and dis-

persed about four thousand dollars. After the convention

Dr. Wilson, with its indorsement, continued his efforts to

support these missions, and also made a personal visit to

that interesting but perturbed field. When the Assembly

at Augusta met about twenty thousand dollars had been

expended in the support of the mission since May by the

Southern Presbyterians. Dr. Wilson read a report of his

work as provisional secretary. On occasion of that report

the Assembly passed a series of resolutions, the follow-

ing excerpt from which will at once mterest the reader

and enlighten him further as to the aims of the new-born

church toward missions

:

Resolved, 2. Tliat the Assembly accepts, with joyful gratitude to God, the

care of these missions among our southwestern Indian tribes, the Choctaws,

Chickasaws, Creeks, Seminoles, and Cherokees, thus thrown upon them by

his providence : missions whose whole history has been signalized by a de-

gree of success attending few other modern missions ; to a people comprising

near seventy thousand souls, to whom we are bound by obligations of special

tenderness and strength, and whose spiritual interest must ever be dear to the

Christians of this land. . . . And the Assembly assures those people, and the

beloved missionaries who have so long and successfully labored among them,

of our fixed purpose, under God, to sustain and carry forward the blesse'd

work, whose foundations have been so nobly and deeply laid. We therefore

decidedly approve of the recommendation of the report, that six new mission-

aries be sent to this field speedily, two of them to commence a new mission

among the Cherokees, and that a few small boarding-schools be established

with the special design of raising up a native agency.

3. That in the striking fact that the same upheaving and overturning that

have called us into existence as a distinct organization, and shut us out from
present access to distant nations, have also laid thus upon our hearts and hands

these interesting missions, with their fifteen stations and twelve ordained

missionaries and sixteen hundred communicants, so that, at the very moment
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of commencing our separate existence, we find them forming in fact an or-

ganic part of our body ; and also in the gratifying promptitude with which

our church has advanced to their support—tiie Assembly recognizes most

gratefully the clear foreshadowing of the divine purpose to make our beloved

church an eminently missionary church, and a heart-stirring call upon all her

people to engage in this blessed work with new zeal and self-denial.

4. The Assembly further rejoices to know that there are a few of the sons

of our Southern Zion who are laboring in distant lands, and approves heartily

of the action of the committee in forwarding funds for the suj)j)(;rt of the

missions in which they are engaged, 'trusting that the committee to be ap-

pointed will, as soon as possible, ascertain the facts on the subject necessary

to their future guidance ; and takes this occasion, hence, to direct the longing

eyes of the whole church to those broad fields where Satan reigns almost

undisturbed—to India, Siam, China, Japan, and especially to Africa and

South America, which have peculiar claims upon us, as fields where we are

soon to be called to win glorious victories for our King, if we prove faithful

;

and solemnly charges them that now while in the convulsions that are shak-

ing the earth we hear the tread of his coming footsteps, to take the kingdom

bought with his blood, they should be preparing to meet him with their whole

hearts and their largest offerings.

5. Finally, the Genei^l Assembly desires distinctly and delil)erately to

inscribe on our church's banner, as she now first unfurls it to the world, in

immediate connection with the headship of our Lord, his last command : "Go
ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature ;

" regarding

this ns the great end of her organization, and obedience to it as the indis-

pensable condition of her Lord's promised presence, and as one great compre-

hensive object, a proper conception of whose vast magnitude and grandeur

is the only thing which, in connection with the love of Christ, can ever

sufficiently arouse her energies and develop her resources so as to cause her

to carry on, with the vigor and efficiency which true fealty to her Lord de-

mands, those other agencies necessary to her internal growth and home
prosperity. The claims of this cause ought therefore to be kept constantly

before the minds of the people and pressed upon their consciences. The
ministers and ruling elders and deacons and Sabbath-school teachers, and

especially the parents, ought, and are enjoined by the Assembly, to give par-

ticular attention to all those for whose religious teaching they are responsible,

in training them to feel a deep interest in this work, to form habits of syste-

matic benevolence, and to feel and respond to the claims of Jesus upon them

for personal service in the field.*

Such are the resokitions adopted by the Augusta As-

sembly, as expressing its attitude toward foreign missions.

There is an exalted heroism in them, a sublimity of faith

1 " Minutes of the General Assembly of 1861," pp. 16, 17.
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to which history furnishes few parallels. Surrounded by
" a cordon of armies," in a country itself on the point of

being one of the world's theaters of most terrific war, the

church quietly looks forth on the world as its field, and

quietly, fearlessly, and earnestly prepares for its present

and its future labors. Sacred Writ tells us that in the

time of Zedekiah, when the Babylonian army was besieg-

ing Jerusalem and on the point of taking it, Jeremiah,

having been shut up in prison for having predicted the

city's overthrow, said :
" The word of the Lord came

unto me, saying. Buy the field that is in Anathoth, for

the right of redemption is thine to buy it; " Jeremiah

bought the field and weighed out the money, seventeen

shekels of silver. His heroism was mightier than that

of kings. His faith assured him that there was light be-

yond the clouds. This church in vision pierces the con-

fines and the gloom of war; and, true to the principles

which God had given her grace to see, prepares for their

exemplification as God shall give her opportunity.

The Assembly's work relating to home missions is of a

piece with that concerning foreign missions. The con-

stitution of the " Executive Committee of Domestic Mis-

sions," as it was called, is mutatis imitandis altogether

" similar in its provisions to that adopted for the Execu-

tive Committee of Foreign Missions"^ save in one impor-

tant particular, to which we will subsequently return.

The work of this committee had been carried on dur-

ing the interregnum by the Southwestern Advisory Com-
mittee. The Advisory Committee had been created by
an order of the General Assembly of 1859, and had gone

into active operation in November of that year. It had

presented two annual reports to the Old Assembly,

through the parent board. On March i, 1861, it had a

1 Alexander's " Digest," p. 127.
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balance in its treasury of $7729.55 ; it had received be-

tween March and November $4490.37, having thus, dur-

ing those eight months, $12,219.92. About forty mis-

sionaries were, on November ist, in commission, which

was about the number in commission at the meeting

of the Philadelphia Assembly. Through the good provi-

dence of the blessed Master and Head, amidst the terrible

convulsions of the times the work of missions had moved
on without a jar. One cannot " fail to notice the wonder-

ful manner in which God prepared and equipped the

Southern Presbyterian Church for the storm," " in the

creation of this agency, without which domestic mis-

sio'ns upon her extended frontier must have been brought

abruptly to a close, and many faithful laborers, without a

warning, cast loose upon the world, without visible pros-

pect of support for themselves and their families."^ This

committee surrendered its trusts to the Assembly's Execu-

tive Committee of Domestic Missions, according to its own
profTer and the Assembly's action.

For the time being the Assembly enlarged the number
of duties to be rendered by the Committee of Domestic

Missions. In framing the constitution of this committee,

the Assembly had passed one more resolution than in that

of Foreign Missions—a resolution commending to its par-

ticular attention a special class of the greater class of peo-

ple for whom the committee must labor. The Assembly

had resolved

:

That the great field of missionary operation among our colored population

falls more immediately under the care of the Committee of Domestic Mis-

sions ; and that the committee be urged to give it serious and constant atten-

tion, and the I'resliyteries to cooperate with the committee in securing pastors

and missionaries for this field.

2

1 " Minutes of the Assembly of 1861," pp. 49, 50.

2 //^/(/.
, p. 20.
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Two days later the Assembly resolved

:

That in view of the service rendered by the action of the Church Extension

Committee, as organized under the Old Assembly, and the importance of

continuing to extend aid to the feebk churches in the erection of church

edifices, the duties of that committee be put in charge of the Committee of

Domestic Missions, until otherwise ordered by the General Assembly. 1

The reader of history has remarked over and over that

a time of war is a time unfavorable to religious living and

achievement. The reader of the church records in the

South, 1861—65, is driven to the conclusion that though

stout defenders of their political principles, they were

stouter still in defensive and offensive Christian warfare.

The Executive Committee of Education was also con-

stituted by our Assembly. It solemnly reaffirmed " the

deliverances made in its former connection concerning the

responsibility that rests on the church to secure and main-

tain for itself a pious, gifted, and learned ministry." It

appointed an executive committee to aid candidates for

the gospel ministry who needed assistance, and formed a

constitution for said committee. Its constitution was as

nearly like those which have already been illustrated as

its nature and ends allowed.

An Executive Committee of Publication, also with a

constitution, the exact analogue of those of the other

agencies, was constituted. Important as this branch of

church work is, as the nature of the work is so well

known it will not prove interesting or instructive to dwell

longer upon it.

The folloiving mode of electing these several committees

was determined upon by the Assembly

:

I. The Assembly's standing committees shall, on making their respective

reports, present nominations for the members and officers of their respective

executive committees for the ensuing year.

1 " Minutes of the General Assembly," 1861, p. 35.
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2. The presentations of these respective nominations shall not preclude

any additional nominations which any member of the Assembly may choose

to make.

3. The election of said committee shall not take place until at least one day

after the nominations are made.

4. In all cases a majority of the votes of the Assembly shall be necessary

to an election.!

Thus the Assembly kept its own hand on the helm of

all its great enterprises. It had no irresponsible societies

to do its work, no barely responsible boards.

One of the most interesting scenes in this Assembly
was witnessed on the discussion of the report of the com-

mittee on "The Propriety of Securing a Charter for the

Assembly." This report contained the draft of a bill to

incorporate the trustees of the General Assembly. The
peculiar feature of this instrument is contained in its fourth

section, which reads as follows

:

Be it further enacted, That whenever the General Assembly of the Presby-

terian Church in the Confederate States of America shall establish any com-

mittees, agencies, or boards, for the purposes of education, publication,

foreign and domestic missions, church extension, or any other committees,

agencies, or boards connected with the benevolent purposes and operations

of the said Assembly, any of the said committees, agencies, or boards shall

be held and deemed to be branches of this corporation ; subject always to the

review, control, and power of the said General Assembly ; and when any

gift, conveyance, or transfer of estate in any wise, any devise, or bequest

shall be made to " the trustees of the General Assembly of tlie Presl)yterian

Church in the Confederate States of America," for either of the committees,

agencies, or boards of the General Assembly, it shall be good and efTectual

to transfer the estate, property, or thing in as full and as perfect a manner as

if the said committee, agency, or board had been especially incorporated with

powers to take and to hold the same, and no misnomer or misconception of

the said corporation shall defeat any gift, grant, devise, or bequest to the

corporation, wherever the interest shall appear sufficiently upon the face of

the gift, grant, devise, or bequest.

2

« The aim in this was " to keep our boards or committees

dependent upon and responsible to the General Assembly

;

1 " Minutes of the General Assembly," 1861, p. 22.

2 Ibid., 186 1, pp. 31-33.
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to have an organization broad enough to embrace all our

undertakings ; to keep them so bound together that the

Creator may be above the creature ; to have the church

present the view of the vine and the branches."^

This paper, though scrutinized with the keenest insight

and amended before its final adoption, was received with

the greatest satisfaction. It was felt that the biblical

idea of polity w-as being further approximated. This bill

was never enacted, but in substance was wrought into

the charter of 1866, granted by the State of North Caro-

lina. But the high-water mark of interest was reached as

early as the first Saturday, in the hearing of the "Address

to the Churches of Jesus Christ throughout the Earth,"

prepared by the committee of which Dr. J. H. Thornwell

was the chairman. In this letter the church was trying to

let the world look on its orientation. It aimed to show
the other churches its own raison de etrc, and its .aims

toward God and man. It is a paper of which any church

might be proud. As we reread it, again and again re-

marking its luminous precision of thought and language,

its broad and deep charity for all the Lord's own, and the

profoundly sanctified spirit that runs through it all, the

impression comes with increasing strength that in that

single paper is enough to justify the separate existence of

the Southern Presbyterian Church. The church is the

pillar and ground of the truth or nothing. It is to be

doubted whether any other church in existence was more
capable of setting forth the truth on the questions in de-

bate than this church showed itself in that letter! Such
a document should be read by every student who would
know the origin of the Presbyterian Church, South. Our
limits admit only of some excerpts, which, however, have

been so selected as to give a fair notion of the address as

1 " Minutes of the General Assembly," 1861, pp. 31-35.
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a whole, so far as such a thing can be done. They are as

follows

:

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Cliurch in the Confederate States

of America to all the churches of Jesus Christ throughout the earth,

greeting : grace, mercy, and peace be multiplied unto you.

Dearly beloved Brethren: It is prolnibly known to you that the

Presbyteries and Synods in the Confederate States, which were formerly

in connection with the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the

United States of America, have renounced the jurisdiction of that body, and

dissolved tlie ties which bound them ecclesiastically w-ith their brethren of the

North. This act of separation left them without any formal union among
themselves. But as they are one in faith and order, and still adhere to their

old standards, measures were promptly adopted for giving expression to their

unity, by the organization of a supreme court, upon the model of the one

whose authority they had just relinquished. Commissioners, duly appointed,

from all the Presbyteries of these Confederate States, met accordingly, in the

city of Augusta, on the fourth day of December, in the year of our Lord one

thousand eight hundred and sixty-one, and then and there proceeded to con-

stitute the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the Confederate

States of America. . . .

In thus taking its p]ace among sister churches of this and other countries,

it seems proper that it should set forth the causes which have impelled it to

separate from the church of the North, and to indicate a general view of the

course which it feels it incumbent upon it to pursue in the new circumstances

in which it is placed.

We should be sorry to be regarded by our brethren in any jiart of the

world as guilty of schism. We are not conscious of any purpose to rend the

body of Christ. . . .

We have separated from our brethren of the North as Abraham separated

from Lot—because we are persuaded that the interests of true religion will

be more efTectually subserved by two independent churches, under the cir-

cumstances in which the two countries are placed, than by one united body.

I. In the first place, the course of the last Assembly, at Philadelphia,

conclusively shows that if we should remain together the political questions

which divide us as citizens will be obtruded on our church courts, and dis-

cussed by Christian ministers and elders with all the acrimony, bitterness,

and rancor with which such questions are usually discussed by men of the

world. Our Assembly would present a mournful spectacle of strife and de-

bate. . . .

Two nations, under any circumstances except those of perfect homogeneous-

ness, cannot be united in one church without the rigid exclusion of all civil

and secular questions from its halls. Where the countries differ in their

customs and institutions, and view each other with an eye of jealousy and
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rivalry, if national feelings are permitted to enter the church conrts there

must be an end of harmony and peace. . . . An Assembly composed of

representatives from two such countries could have no security for peace

except in a steady, uncompromising adherence to the Scriptural principle,

that it would know no man after the flesh ; that it would abolish the dis-

tinctions of barbarian, Scythian, bond or free, and recognize nothing but the

new creature in Christ Jesus. . . .

The only conceivable condition, therefore, upon which the church of the

North and of the South could remain together as one body, with any pros-

pect of success, is the rigorous exclusion of the questions and passions of

the forum from its halls of debate. This is what always ought to be done.

The provinces of church and state are perfectly distinct, and one has no right

to usurp the jurisdiction of the other. The state is a natural institute, founded

in the constitution of man as moral and social, and designed to realize the

idea of justice. It is the society of rights. The church is a supernatural

institute, founded in the facts of redemption, and is designed to realize the

idea of grace. It is the society of the redeemed. The state aims at social

order; the church, at spiritual holiness. The state looks to the visible and

outward; the church is concerned for the invisible and inward. The badge

of the state's authority is the sword, by which it becomes a terror to evil-

doers, and a praise to them that do well ; the badge of the church is the keys

by which it opens and shuts the kingdom of heaven, according as men are

believing or impenitent. The power of the church is exclusively spiritual

;

that of tlie state includes the exercise of force. The constitution of the church

is a divine revelation ; the constitution of the state must be determined by

human reason and the course of providential events. The church has no

right to construct or modify a government for the state, and the state has no
right to frame a creed or polity for the church. They are as planets moving
in different orbits, and unless each is confined to its own track, the conse-

quences may be as disastrous in the moral world as collision of different

spheres in the world of matter. It is true that there is a point at which their

respective jurisdictions seem to meet—in the idea of duty. J3ut even duty is

viewed by each in very different lights. The church enjoins it as obedience

to God, and the state enforces it as safeguard of order. But there can be no

collision unless one or the other blunders as to the things that are materially

right. When the state makes wicked laws contradicting the eternal principles

of rectitude, the church is at liberty to testify against them, and humbly peti-

tion that they may be repealed. In like manner, if the church becomes sedi-

tious and a disturber of the peace the state has a right to abate the nuisance.

In ordinary cases, however, there is not likely to be a collision. Among a

Christian people there is little difference of opinion as to the radical distinc-

tions of right and wrong. The only serious danger is where moral duty is

conditioned upon a political question. Under the pretext of inculcating duty,

the church may usurp the power to determine the question which conditions

it, and that is precisely what she is debarred from doing. The condition
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must be given. She must accept it from tlie state, and then her own course

is clear. If Caesar is your master, then p.^y tribute to him; but whether the

if holds—whether Cresar is your master or not, whether he ever had any

just authority, whether he now retains it or has forfeited it—these are points

which the church has no commission to adjudicate.

It was ardently desired that the sublime spectacle might be presented of

one church upon earth combining in cordial fellowship and holy love—the

disciples of Jesus in different and even hostile lands. But alas for the weak-

ness of man! these golden visions were soon dispelled. The first thing

which roused our Presbyteries to look the question of separation seriously in

the face was the course of the Assembly in venturing to determine, as a court

of Jesus Christ, which it did by necessary implication, the true interpreta-

tion of the Constitution of the United States as to the kind of government it

intended to form. A political theory was, to all intents and purposes, pro-

pounded which made secession a crime, the seceding States rebellious, and

the citizens who obeyed them traitors. We say nothing here as to the right-

eousness or unrighteousness of these decrees. What we maintain is, that,

whether right or wrong, the church had no right to make them—she tran-

scended her sphere, and usurped the duties of the state. . . .

We frankly admit that the mere unconstitutionality of the proceedings of

the last Assembly is not, in itself considered, a sufficient ground of separa-

tion. It is the consequence of these proceedings which makes them so offen-

sive. It is the door which they open for the worst passions of human nature

in the deliberation of church colirts. . . . For the sake of peace, therefore,

for Christian charity, for the honor of the church, and for the glory of God,

we have been constrained, as much as in us lies, to remove all occasion of

offense. We have quietly separated, and we are grateful to God that, while

leaving for the sake of peace, we leave it with the humble consciousness that

we ourselves have never given occasion to break the peace. We have never

confounded Caesar and Christ ; we have never mixed the issues of this world

with the weighty matters that properly belong to us as citizens of the kingdom

of God.

2. Though the immediate occasion of separation was the course of the

General Assembly at Philadelphia in relation to the Federal Government and

the war, yet there is another ground on which the independent organization

of the Southern Church can be amply and Scripturally maintained.

If it is desirable that each nation should contain a separate and independent

church, the Presbyteries of the Confederate States need no apology for bow-

ing to the decree of Providence, which in withdrawing their country from the

government of the United States has at the same time determined that they

should withdraw from the church of their fathers. It is not that they have

ceased to love, not that they have abjured its ancient principles, or forgotten

its glorious history. . . .

The antagonism of Northern and Southern sentiments on the subject of

slavery lies at the root of all the difficulties which have resulted in the
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flismemberment of the Federal Union and involved us in the horrors of an

unnatural war. The Presbyterian Church in the United States has been en-

abled by the divine grace to pursue, for the most part, an eminently con-

servative, because a thoroughly Scriptural, policy in relation to this delicate

question. It has planted itself upon the Word of God, and utterly refused

to make slaveholding a sin, or non-slaveholding a term of communion. But

though both sections are agreed as to this general principle, it is not to be

disguised that the North exercises a deep and settled antipathy to slavery

itself, while the South is equally zealous in its defense. Recent events can

have no other effect than to confirm the antipathy on one hand, and to

strengthen the attachment on the other. . . .

And here we may venture to lay before the Christian world our views as a

church upon the subject of slavery. We beg a candid hearing. In the first

place, we would have it distinctly understood that, in our ecclesiastical capac-

ity, we are neither the friends nor the foes of slavery—that is to say, we have

no commission either to propagate or abolish it. The policy of its existence

or non-existence is a question which exclusively belongs to the state. We
have no right, as a church, to enjoin it as a duty or condemn it as a sin. Our
business is with the duties that spring from the relations—the duties of the

master on the one hand, and of the slave on the other. These duties we are

to proclaim and enforce with spiritual sanctions. The social, civil, political

problems connected with this great subject transcend our sphere, as God has

not intrusted to his church the organization of society, the construction of

governments, nor the allotment of individuals to their various stations. The
church has as much right to preach to the monarchies of Europe and the

despotisms of Asia the doctrines of republican equality, as to preach to the

government of the South the extirpation of slavery. This position is im-

pregnable, unless it can be shown that slavery is a sin. Upon every other

hypothesis, it is so clearly a question for the state that the proposition would

never for a moment have been doubted had there not been a foregone conclu-

sion in relation to its moral character. Is slavery, then, a sin?

In answering this question, as a church, let it be distinctly borne in mind

that the only rule of judgment is the written Word of God. The church

knows nothing of the intuitions of reason, or the deductions of philosophy,

except those reproduced in the sacred canon. She has a positive constitution

in the Holy Scriptures, and has no right to utter a single syllable upon any

subject, except as the Lord puts it into her mouth. She is founded, in other

words, on express revelation. The question, then, is brought within a narrow

compass : Do the Scriptures, directly or indirectly, condemn slavery as a sin?

If they do not, the dispute is ended, for the church, without forfeiting her

character, dares not go beyond them. Now, we venture to assert that if men
had drawn their conclusions upon the subject only from the Bible, it would
no more have entered into any human head to denounce slavery as a sin, than

to denounce monarchy, aristocracy, or poverty. The truth is, men have

listened to what they falsely considered as primitive intuitions, or as necessary
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deductions from primitive cognitions, and tlien have gone to the Bible to

confirm the crotchets of their vain philosophy.

We have assumed no new attitude. We stand where the Church of God
has always stood, from Abraham to Moses, from Moses to Christ, from

Christ to the Reformers, and from the Reformers to ourselves*. We stand

upon the foundation of the prophets.and apostles, Jesus Christ himself being

the chief cornerstone. Shall we be excluded from the fellowship of our

brethren in other lands because we dare not depart from the Charter of our

faith? Shall we be branded with the stigma of reproach because we cannot

consent to corrupt the Word of God to suit the intuition of an infidel philos-

ophy? Shall our names be pointed out as evil and the finger of scorn be

pointed at us because we utterly refuse to break our conmiunion with Abra-

ham, Isaac, and Jacob, with Moses, David, and Isaiah, with apostles, proph-

ets, and martyrs, with all the noble army of confessors who have gone to

glory from slaveholding countries and from a slaveholding church without

ever dreaming that they had lived in mortal sin by conniving at slavery in the

midst of them? Others, if they please, may spend their time in declaiming

on the tyranny of earthly masters ; it will be our aim to resist the real tyrants

wliich oppress the soul—Sin and Satan. These are the foes against whom
we shall find it employment enough to wage a successful war—and to this

holy war it is the purpose of our church to devote itself with redoubled energy.

We feel that the souls of our slaves are a solemn trust, and we shall strive

to present them faultless before the presence of God.

Indeed, as we contemplate their condition in the Southern States and con-

trast it with that of their fathers before them, and that of their Ijrethren in

the present day in their native land, we cannot but accept it as a gracious

Providence that they have been brought in such numbers to our shores, and

redeemed from the bondage of barbarism and sin. Slavery to them has cer-

tainly been overruled for the greatest good. . . .

As to the endless declamations about human rights, we have only to say

that human rights are not a fixed, but a fluctuating quantity. Their sum is

not the same in any two nations on the globe. The rights of Englishmen

are one thing, the rights of Frenchmen another. There is a minimum with-

out which a man cannot be responsible ; there is a maximum which expresses

the highest degree of civilization and of Christian culture. The education of

the species consists in its ascent along this line. Now when it is said that

slavery is inconsistent with human rights, we crave to understand what point

in this line is the slave conceived to occupy. There are, no doubt, many
rights which belong to other men—to Englishmen, to Frenchmen, to his

master, for example—which are denied to him. Uut is he fit to possess

them? Has God qualified him to meet the responsibilities which their pos-

session necessarily implies? His place in the scale is determined by his

competency to fulfill its duties. There are other rights which he certainly

possesses, without wliich he could be neitlier human nor accountable. Before

slavery can lie charged with doing him injustice it must be shown that the
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minimum which falls to his lot at the bottom of the line is out of proportion

to his capacity and culture—a thing which can never be done by abstract

speculation.

To avoid the suspicion of conscious weakness of our cause when contem-

plated from the side of pure speculation, we advert for a moment to those

pretended intuitions which stamp the reprobation of humanity upon this

ancient and hoary institution. We admit that there are primitive principles

of morals which lie at the root of human consciousness. But the question is,

how are we to distinguish tliem? The subjective feeling of certainty is no

adequate criterion, as it is equally felt in reference to crotchets and hereditary

prejudices. The very point is to know when this certainty indicates a prim-

itive cognition, and when it does not. There must, therefore, be some eter-

nal test, and whatever cannot abide that test has no authority as a primary

truth. That test is an inward necessity of thought, which in all minds at the

proper stage of maturity is absolutely universal. Whatever is universal is

natural. We are willing that slavery should be tried by this standard. We
are willing to abide by the testimony of the race, and if man, as man, has

everywhere condemned it—if all human laws have prohibited it as a crime

—

if it stands in the same category with malice, murdCT, and theft—then we are

willing, in the name of humanity, to renounce it, and to renounce it forever.

But what if the overwhelming majority of mankind have approved it? What
if philosophers and statesmen have justified it, and the laws of all nations

acknowledged it—what then becomes of these luminous intuitions? They
are an ignis fatuics, mistaken for a star.

We have now, brethren, in a brief compass—for the nature of this address

admits only an outline—opened to you our whole hearts upon this delicate

and vexed subject. We have concealed nothing. We have sought to con-

ciliate no sympathy by appeals to your charity. We have tried our cause by

the Word of God; and though protesting against its authority to judge in a

question concerning the duty of the church, we have not refused to appear at

the tribunal of reason. Are we not right, in view of all the preceding con-

siderations, in remitting the social, civil, and political problems connected

with slavery in the state?

The ends which we propose to accomplish as a church are the same as

those which are proposed by every other church. To proclaim God's truth

as a witness to the nations ; to gather his elect from the four corners of the

earth ; and, through the Word, ministries, and ordinances, to train them for

eternal life—is the great business of his people. The only thing that will be

at all peculiar to us is the manner in which we shall attempt to discharge our

duty. In almost every department of labor, except the pastoral care of con-

gregations, it has been usual for the church to resort to societies more or less

closely connected with itself, and yet logically and really distinct. It is our

purpose to rely upon the regular organs of our government, and executive

agencies directly and immediately responsible to them. We wish to make
the church not merely a superintendent, but an agent. We wish to develop
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tlic idea that the congregation of believers, as visibly organized, is the very

society or corporation which is divinely called to do the work of the Lord.

We shall therefore endeavor to do what has never yet been adequately done
—bring out the energies of our Presbyterian system of government. From
the session to the Assembly we shall strive to enlist all of our courts, as

courts, in the department of Christian efTort. We are not ashamed to con-

fess that we are intensely Presbyterian. We embrace all other denomina-

tions in the arms of Christian fellowship and love, but our own scheme of

government we humbly believe to be according to the pattern shown in the

mount, and, by God's grace, we propose to put its efficiency to the test.

Brethren, we have done. We have told you who we are, and what we
are. We greet you in the ties of Christian brotherhood. We desire to culti-

vate peace and charity with all our fellow-Christians throughout the world.

We invite to ecclesiastical communion all who maintain our principles of faith

and order.

And now we commend you to God and the Word of his grace. We de-

voutly pray that the whole Catholic Church may be afresh baptized with the

Holy Ghost, and that she may be speedily stirred up to give the Lord no
rest until he establish ami make Jerusalem a praise in the earth.

l

The scene " which was enacted at the moment of the

subscription of this letter will be forgotten," says an elo-

quent participant, " by none who witnessed it. Read, and

read again, amid the solemn stillness of an audience whose

emotions are hushed with awe, it was finally adopted and

laid on the moderator's table ; when, one by one, the

members came silently forward and signed the instrument

with their names. We were carried back to those stirring

times in Scottish story when the Solemn League and

Covenant was spread upon the gravestones at the Gray

Friars' Churchyard, and Christian heroes pricked their

veins, that with the red blood they might sign their alle-

giance to the kingdom and crown of Jesus Christ, their

Lord and Head."

2

TJie Distinctive Principles of the CJuirch at First.—
We have now passed in review the more important acts

1 For this letter in full see " Minutes of iS6i," pp. 51-60; Alexander's
" Digest," pp. 369-380; " Distinctive Principles," pp. 6-25.

2 Palmer's " Life of Thorn well," p.
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of the Constituting Assembly. Observing the fabric set

up as a completed whole, we may remark its distinctive

principles, viz. : First, witnessing for the non-secular

character of the church and the headship of Christ, or, in

other words, for a strict adherence to the constitution.

This explains the church's rise. This was the church's

great and inspiring mission. Second, the complete or-

ganization of the church, obviating the necessity of boards

and societies. The Southern Presbyterian Church is one

of the most completely organized of all the churches of

God. The church itself is its own home missionary

society, its own foreign missionary society, its own educa-

tion society, etc. It attends to the work itself which God
gave it to do. Herein it has been a pattern not without

efifect to other churches. The mother-church from which

the Southern Church came has wisely imitated to a certain

degree the daughter, in turning her boards into virtual

commissions.

TJie dignity of the constituting body of this first Assem-
bly was very great. The writer of the " Address to the

Churches of Jesus Christ throughout the Earth " was the

luminary of the body—a mental and moral giant—but

the Assembly was as a whole an able and godly body.

A glance at the roll of commissioners shows that they

were no mean men. Running down the roll of ministers,

we find the names of Dr. John H. Bocock, Dr. Wm. H.

Foote, Dr. Joseph R. Wilson, Dr. C. C. Jones, Dr. John
N. Waddel, Dr. James A. Lyon, Dr. Drury Lacy, Dr. R.

H. Morrison, Dr. J. Leighton Wilson, Dr. John B. Adger,

Dr. D. McNeil Turner, Dr. Theodoric Pryor, Dr. Francis

McFarland, Dr. James B. Ramsey. Among the elders

we note the names of W. P. Webb, T. C. Perrin, W. L.

Mitchell, Job Johnston, J. G. Sheppard, J. T. Swayne, J. D.

Armstrong, Charles PhilHps. Many other names of great
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dignity and reputation might have been added to each of

these Hsts. And these were no more than a fair sample

of the Southern Church. The Synod of Virginia could

have mustered an abler body than the one we have been

considering.

Whether we look at the causes of the existence of the

Presbyterian Church, South, at the perfection of her or-

ganization, at the orientation of herself in the theological

cosmos, at her distinctive principles, or, in fine, at the dig-

nity of her members, we are irresistibly led to a conviction

of a surpassing excellence in her beginning, and prophesy

thereof in her end.



CHAPTER III.

THE GROWTH OF THE CHURCH AND DEVELOPMENT
OF HER AGENCIES TO THE PRESENT.

We propose to set forth in this chapter the numerical

increase of the church, and to account for the rapidity of

this increase. We shall also illustrate the development of

the various agencies of the church, including foreign mis-

sions, home missions in its \arious branches, education,

and publication ; explaining, as we may be able, the slow or

rapid progress of each respectively, and remarking on any

change of attitude of an}' particular agency toward the

General Assembly. We shall then consider the general

posture toward herself in which the General Assembly

holds the agencies in common. Finally, on the ground of

its connection with our subject by contrast, we shall advert

to " voluntary- societies " in the church.

TJie XuDicrical Increase of the CJuircJi.

In thirty-two years, the devastation and desolation of

war and " reconstruction " to the contrary nevertheless,

the Southern Presbyterian Church has much more than

doubled itself. It has added three to the original number
of Synods, there being thirteen at present. The number
of its Presbyteries has gone up from 47 to "ji, an. increase

of more than fifty per cent, of the original number. It

has as many ministers as in 1861, and about eighty per

cent, more, having now 1270; as many churches and one

hundred and sixty per cent, more—the present number of

357
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churches is 2652. There are two and a half times as

many members as in 1861, and more. Its contributions

to foreign missions and to home missions are at least four

times as large, and it has kept pace in developing the

other departments of church enterprise. The church has

made this rapid advance in spite of the fact that between

1866 and 1870 it suffered a great exodus of its colored

communicants, 10,000 perhaps, who betook themselves,

for the most part, to the organizations which the Northern

Presbyterian Church had begun to establish among the

freedmen. It has made this growth in spite of most ad-

verse financial and political conditions, and in a wide and

sparsely settled territory, where there were no great cen-

ters of population, and which had suffered the spoliation

of war. Few churches can show an equal growth. It is

extraordinary. It may be justly claimed as one of the

remarkable phenomena of modern church history.

This growth, under the circumstances, eloquently illus-

trates the words of the Psalmist who cried out :
" It is

good for me that I have been afflicted, that I might learn

thy statutes." 1

But while acknowledging the blessing of affliction rightly

received, we shall find it useful to inquire into the several

proximate and specific causes of this rapid growth. These

causes seem to be :

First, the great esophageal porrections of our church in

the presence of any ecclesiastical minnows which may be

assimilated into good strict Presbyterians. The Presby-

terian Church, South, has absorbed into ecclesiastical union

with herself a good many smaller bodies which once occu-

pied more or less of her present territory, viz. : the Inde-

pendent Presbyterian Church (1863), the United Synod

of the South (1864), the Presbytery of Patapsco (1867),

1 Psalm cxix. 72.
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the Alabama Presbytery of the Associate Reformed

Church about the same time, the Synod of Kentucky

(1869), the Associated Reformed Presbytery of Kentucky

(1870), and the Synod of Missouri (1874). The union

with these churches brought in about 282 ministers, 490 or

more churches, and 35,600 communicants. Thus is ex-

plained in part the church's rapid growth.

Second, the energetic use of the evangelistic arm of the

church's service. The Southern Presbyterian Church is

not unfrequently stigmatized as "orthodox." She un-

doubtedly holds to a strong and thorough-going Calvin-

ism and to a rather " high church " Presbyterianism. In

the later thirties of this century the Old School party won
the victory over the New School only by virtue of an

almost " solid South." And since the division of the Old

School in 1861 the Southern Church is supposed to have

strengthened in her Calvinism, and in her tendency to-

ward a belief in a jure divino form of church govern-

ment, rather than to have either declined or stood still.

She does not object to being regarded as orthodox in

the sense of steadfastly upholding her well-known con-

stitution. On the contrary, she delights in the charac-

terization.

But " orthodoxy " and deadness of spiritual life have

often been conjoined in history—so often as to have pro-

duced the current impression that one must look for a

dead church in one that makes the claim of being ortho-

dox. The impression, however, is very superficial. If

there is any power, by its beauty, purity, charm, and

magnetism, in truth to quicken, attract, sanctify, hold,

and consecrate, then as " orthodoxy " approaches the

truth, contrary to this shallow supposition as to the con-

nection between " orthodoxy " and " deadness," we expect

the truly orthodox church to be first in its power to win
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to genuine Christianity all over whom the truth has any

power.

Whether the Southern Presbyterian Church is truly

orthodox it is not our present concern to settle. Her
well-wishers have the pleasure of reflecting that her " or-

thodoxy " is in no sense stifling. She has shown an evan-

gelical power which to-day is making her, in spite of her

modest dimensions, one of the observed of American

churches.

The Assembly of 1866 enjoined upon every Presbytery
" to seek out and set apart a minister to the work of the

evangelist for its own bounds, to take the superintendence

of its vacant congregations wherever practicable "
; and

wherever such a course should be impracticable, " to ap-

portion such congregations among its ministerial members
for the same object, so that every congregation and all

freed people " should " enjoy the pastoral oversight of

some minister in their assemblies."^

This injunction expresses the Assembly's attitude, in

general, toward this department of church work, main-

tained until the present. In 18S6 the Assembly adopted

a report emphasizing the importance of evangelistic work,

and reminding the churches {ii) " that Presbyterianism

cannot accomplish its mission unless it become more ag-

gressive
;
{b) that constant aggressiveness—in other words,

preaching the gospel in the regions beyond—is one great

mission of the church ; that preaching the gospel to the

poor is the distinguishing characteristic of the true

church."

-

The Presbyteries and churches, as they had ability and

grace, responded to the Assembly's resolutions by striv-

ing to work them out in life. True, the church has never

1 " Minutes of iS66," p. 36.
2 " Minutes of the Assembly of 1S86," p, 44.
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1

been satisfied with the results secured in the way of

effort ; but handsome efforts have been put forth. If

the Assembly's evangelistic enterprises have been allowed

to languish, many of the Presbyteries and Synods have

prosecuted presbyterial and synodical evangelization with

great, if somewhat selfish, enthusiasm.

In 1 88 1 the Synod of Kentucky entered upon what is

now known as pioneer enterprise of synodical evangelism.

Some individual Christians offered to make a, liberal dona-

tion to home mission work within the bounds of that

State, provided the churches of the State should raise a

stipulated sum. This offer has been renewed, and the

work kept up, from year to year. Recently not less than

eight or ten Synods, led on by this example, have inaugu-

rated some form of synodical work.^

The various evangelistic efforts, backed some in one

way, some in another, have not always co-worked without

friction and to the satisfaction of the whole church. It

does not fall within the scope of our present purpose to

discuss at this point the relative propriety of these several

forms of effort. That will come later. Here we have but

to observe that in "every way Christ is preached," and

the church grows.

Third, faithfitl effort on the part of the pastor and peo-

ple. Where an army does anything toward the permanent

occupation of a hostile country, there must be something

more than skirmishes of the advance guard along the few

lines of its approach. The real battle occurs later, when
the great hosts have come up face to face with one an-

other. The invaders then must overwhelm their foes, and

must seize and man the citadels of the land. Even then

the war is not over. The Philistines may arise at any mo-
ment. Israel secures her quiet only at the price of eternal

1 " Report of Executive Committee of Home Missions of 1893," p. 11.
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vigilance. The sort of advance the Southern Presbyterian

Church has made is the best possible testimonial to the

common watchfulness and fidelity of the whole church.

The great majority of her members, under the guidance

of her ministers and preachers, have been faithful, and in

their measure efficient. The preachers have done their

duty nobly in proclaiming the needs, and the poverty of

the people has abounded unto the riches of their liberality.

The truth of this assertion will be illustrated with toler-

able fullness in the remaining part of this chapter, which is

devoted to setting forth the development of the church's

several agencies. Anticipating its establishment, we be-

hold in the fact one of the causes, under God, of the rapid

numerical increase of the Southern Presbyterian Church.

I. Foreign Missions.

The large place given to foreign missions in the heart

and work of the church at the time of her organization

—

at a time when there seemed next to no possibility, owing

to the barriers of war, of doing any foreign mission work

except among the Indians of the Southwest—has been

remarked upon and admired for its heroism of faith and

singular devotion to our Lord's last command. Special

attention was called, moreover, to the nature of the agency

which the church then created to carry out this most

important of church enterprises. Under the control of

natural sagacity the committee and missionaries did their

work without the aid of a formal interpretation of the

committee's constitutional powers and the missionaries' re-

lations until 1877. But by that time the missionaries had

become much more numerous, and there was need of such

an interpretation. The As.sembly of 1877 adopted a man-

ual for the use of missionaries and missionary candidates.



FOREIGN- MISSIONS. 363

Certain excerpts from the more important sections of this

manual will repay the reader's attention. They are as

follows

:

The Executive Committee.—The committee, in virtue of authority conferred

upon it by the General Assembly, directs and superintends the missionary

work in all departments, but exercises no ecclesiastical functions. It may,

however, give friendly advice to missionaries in relation to church matters

when requested to do so. It appoints missionaries and assistant mission-

aries ; determines their fields of labor ; fixes their salaries ; determines their

particular employments ; and may transfer a missionary from one department

of labor to another, having due regard, however, to the views and feelings

of the missionary himself in all these matters. The committee may recall a

missionary for incompetence, for neglect of duty, for disobedience to instruc-

tions, or for disorderly conduct. The missionary, however, in case he feels

aggrieved, has the right to appeal to the General Assembly, to which the

missionary and the Executive Committee are alike responsible.

Missionaries.—The missionary is regarded in the light of an evangelist in

the Scriptural sense of the term. . . . His business is to preach the gospel;

to found churches ; to aid in forming Presbyteries, when the native churches

are prepared for such ; to translate the Word of God when necessary ; to

train native preachers ; and to do vi^hatever else may be necessary to the

promotion of evangelical religion. He may not become a settled pastor of a

church, but shall establish native pastorates over all such churches as soon

as suitable persons can be found, while he himself shall go on founding new
churches wherever God's providence shall make it proper to do so. He may
advise a church session, or may preside at its meetings when requested to

do so, but he shall not have an authoritative voice in any of its proceedings.

So he may aid in establishing a Presbytery, when the native churches are

prepared for it ; he may, upon invitation, sit as a corresponding member in

the Presbytery and give advice ; but he is not to be regarded as a member,

or to exercise any of the rights of one, but retains his connection with his

Presbytery at home.

Assistant Missionaries.—This term is applied indifferently to laymen sent

out as teachers, to missionary physicians, to unmarried ladies, and to the

wives of missionaries. All these, save the wives of missionaries, are under

the general direction of the mission.

The Mission.—At every central station there is a mission, technically so

called—a sub-committee—acting in direct and constant communication with

the Executive Committee of Missions. It is composed of all the mission-

aries and male assistant missionaries of the different stations. No native

can be a member of it except by the appointment of the Executive Com-
mittee, on the recommendation of the mission. All members of the mission

are expected to correspond freely with the home office ; but in relation to
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business matters, such as appropriation of funds, tlie estal)lishment of

schools, the formation of new stations, the return of missionaries, and the

like, the correspondence shall be between the mission as such and the Ex-

ecutive Committee.

Qiialijications for tlie J\/issioua7y Work.—As a general thing the same
qualifications which will render a minister useful in the home field will make
him equally so in the foreign. One who does not promise to be useful and

efficient at home ought not for a moment to think of going abroad. The
missionary ought to have an unimpaired physical constitution

;
good intel-

lectual training; a reasonable facility for acquiring language; a sound judg-

ment of men and things ; versatility of gifts ; tact and adaptation to men of

all classes and circumstances ; a cheerful, hopeful spirit ; ability to work
harmoniously with others

;
persistent energy in carrying out plans once

formed ; consecrated common sense—all controlled by single-heartedness,

self-sacrificing devotion to Christ and his cause.

Support of Alissionaries.—The salary allowed a missionary is not regarded

in the light of a compensation for services rendered. The church, in the

prosecution of the work, aims simply to enable the missionary to carry out

with efficiency the desires of his own heart to preach the gospel to the un-

evangelized nations of the earth. She proposes, therefore, to give him what

may be regarded as a comfortable but economical support—such a support as

will free him from all anxious cares about his temjioral comforts and enable

him to give himself wholly to the work of the Lord.l

As appears from the third article of the constitution of

the Executive Committee, but more clearly from the- first

of the above excerpts, the so-called Executive Committee

is a commission rather than a committee.- It is empow-
ered to take tentative courses on occasions of emergency,

which must be considered and may be appro\-ed b\- the

next Assembly, but which are in the interim backed by

the power of the court constituting the commission. Just

at present there is an agitation in the church as to whether

certain functions, now exercised by this committee, should

not rather be exercised by the Presbyteries and church

sessions. It is affirmed by some that the present usage of

our church, as well as of most others, in this particular,

is unscriptural ; that the Presbyteries should appoint and

1 " Minutes of the Assembly of 1877," pp. 418 et seq.

2 Compare Alexander's " Digest," p. 105.
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direct the missionaries. This affirmation is incapable of

proof. The only debatable ground is that of expediency.

Whether the superintendence of missionaries is made the

work of a lower or of a higher court depends on the con-

stitutional definitions of the spheres of the several courts.

Either court, being composed of elders of two coordinate

classes, is a Scriptural body. Before the constitution of

the church has defined and restricted the rights of the

several courts, the Assembly is Scripturally competent to

exercise the functions which have been actually assigned

to its committee, and assigned to it in the constitution.

But the agitation has been so earnest, and by men of such

ability and prominence, that the second Macon Assembly

(1893) l^^s appointed " an ad interim committee to inves-

tigate the entire matter, and report to the next General

Assembly ... as to the expediency of transferring any

functions from the Executive Committee to the Presby-

teries and church sessions." This comimittee is assigned

the further task of seeing whether, in their judgment, any

modification should be made in the present method of ad-

ministration in this part of the church's work, and whether

any amendment should be made, and if so, what,- to the

present manual.^

The size of the Executive Committee, originally eleven,

was by the Assembly of 1888, owing to some quirk, en-

larged to fifteen. The Assembly of 1889 reduced it again

to eleven. This number is large enough for counsel. It

secures a greater sense of individual responsibility than

the larger number.^

1 " Minutes of the Assembly of 1893," p. 42.
2 The location of the committee was at first at Columbia, S. C. In 1875

it was removed to Baltimore. In 1889 it was carried to Nashville. The
reason for the transference to Baltimore was that the committee might be
afforded the larger facilities of a commercial and financial center. An un-
happy local friction was the occasion of the removal to Nashville.
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The secretaries of this committee have been able men.^

Dr. Wilson was a man of massive virtues, profound sagac-

ity, practical methods, great executive ability, fruitful

piety, and marked consecration to the cause of missions.

Dr. Mcllwaine, as secretary, was characterized by the

practical good sense, the earnestness, and the ability to

accomplish his ends which have marked him in every rela-

tion in which the providence of God has placed him. But

the Napoleon of foreign missions thus far in this church

has been Dr. Houston. In mental endowment, in iron

persistency, in the spirit of " this one thing I do," in a

sense of the sublime- importance of the work of foreign

missions, in a contagious enthusiasm for it, as well as in

nearly all the essentials of the executive officer, he is be-

hind no secretary of foreign missions that we know any-

thing of. He may have failed in a few instances to meet

with tact the wills of advisers scarcely less imperious than

his own ; he may have somewhat of the prelate in him

;

but no man can deny that like a skillful general he has

marshaled the hosts among whom God has placed him.

That the church is getting into the very first rank of for-

eign niission workers is due in part to this fragile-looking,

high-headed, long-faced, iron-jawed man.

Nevertheless, we would not forget that the missionary

zeal exhibited arose not primarily from the secretaries,

but from the church. The secretaries were of the church,

and its exponents. The church has been from the be-

ginning a missionary church. We have seen that it was

in 1861.

' The Rev. J- Leighton Wilson, D.D., was secretary 1861-85, and secre-

tary evwritus 1885-87, Rev. R. Mcllwaine having been coordinate secretary

1872-82. M. II. Houston, D.D., was secretary 1884-93. The Rev. H. M.
Woods was elected by the Assembly of 1893 to this post of supreme com-

mand of the aggressive forces of our church. Dr. Woods has refused to

accept the election, however.
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In 1862 the Assembly renewed the recommendation
" for a concert of prayer, to be held on the first Sabbath

of each month, in all our churches, for the Lord's blessing

on the cause of missions, and that contributions be made

at those meetings whenever expedient."' This recom-

mendation in substance has been renewed from year to

year, and kindred ones added : such as that in the public

services of the church prayer be regularly made for all

men," and missionary intelligence be diffused and mission-

ary motives be enforced by the Executive Committee, by

pastors, by Sabbath- school superintendents and teachers.^

In 1867 the Executive Committee was authorized to pub-

lish a monthly missionary paper for gratuitous distribution

to the ministers and Sabbath-school superintendents. This

paper has been fostered carefully by the Assembly from

that time to the present. It has grown to be a self-sup-

porting paper of unusual merit. Its circulation on April i,

1893, ^^'as 9250.'^ It is doing incalculable good to the

cause of missions.

The Assembly of 1884 recommended to the faculties

of the theological seminaries " that in some way they seek

to beget and foster among the students a lively interest in

foreign missions."^ This recommendation has been re-

peated, as by the Assembly of 1890, which recommended

further " that the question of the duty of enlisting person-

ally in the missionary service abroad be pressed on the

attention, not only of theological students, but of our pas-

tors and consecrated members."** The Assembly of 1882

resolved that it
"' advise the Presbyteries to devote one

1 " Minutes of the Assembly of 1862," p. 10.

2 " Minutes of 1891," p. 237.
3 " Minutes of 1874," p. 418; 1884, p. 212; 1887, p. 242.
* " Annual Report of Executive Committee of 1891," p. 5.
5 " Minutes of 1884," p. 272.
® " Minutes of the Assembly of 1890," p. 32, part iii.
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evening during the spring session, or such other hour as

may be convenient, to the general discussion of foreign

missions in the presence of the congregation among whom
they meet."^ And since 1867 the Assembly itself has

devoted an evening of each session to a discussion of this

great enterprise. In all these ways the Assembly has

tried to excite an intelligent interest on the subject, and

thus occasion larger efforts on the part of the rank and file

of the church.

Furthermore, the Assembly has tried to elicit larger gifts

by encouraging the formation of congregational missionary

societies, ladies', young men's, and children's,^ and at times

by specifying, through her committee, objects for which

individual churches might contribute."^ She has once and

again empowered her Executive Committee to make, dur-

ing defined periods, special appeals for free-will offerings.-*

Nor has the church made an ignoble response to these

efforts by her highest courts. In poverty at the start, in

relative poverty now, her people, ever cramped by finan-

cial stresses, have yet abounded in their liberality. Dur-

ing the later years of the ninth decade individual churches

in considerable numbers undertook the support of one or

more missionaries. Some of the congregations which did

this had been, as they supposed, unable to give more than

the meagerest support to their own pastor. But the Lord

enlarged them. Nor have the people been slow in offer-

ing themselves as compared with other churches. Pastors,

young and middle-aged, candidates for the ministry, con-

secrated laymen, and ladies, have, as a rule, responded to

the calls as fast as made.

The church's missionary zeal has manifested itself fur-

1 " Minutes of iSiS2," p. 546.
2 " Minutes of 1873," p. 365; 1785, p. 37; 1878, p. 619; 1892, p. 446.
3 " Minutes of 1884," p. 262. ^ " Minutes of i886," p. 35.
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ther in a disposition to scrutinize closely the work of mis-

sionaries.^ The courts of the church have shown this dis-

position, and the people themselves, to a pleasing degree.

One of the common topics of discussion in the Presbyte-

rian home of late years is as to the best method of foreign-

mission work—the place of the school in foreign mission

work, the place of the native Christian worker, the relation

which the missionary should sustain to the native Chris-

tians, the relation of the church, when set up in the regions

beyond, to the home church, whether it should be autono-

mous or not.

To say the least, the growing zeal of the church in mis-

sions has not been retarded by the lives of the missionaries.

On the contrary, one of the things which has helped to

fan missionary zeal to a flame is the conduct and lives of

the noble bands of missionaries who have gone out from

the church. Mistakes have been made in sending out

missionaries. In rare cases an unworthy man has been

sent ; some have gone who had little to commend them

but an earnest spirit of service ; but as a rule the men sent

have been a credit to the church. Such men as Lane and

Boyle in Brazil, as Houston, Johnson, Davis in China, as

Lapsley in Africa, and dozens of others in these coun-

tries, have been, and will continue to be, an inspiration to,

and provocative of, missionary effort in the home church.

Their difficult and lonely duties have been performed with

fidelity and ability, and generally with gratifying results.

The church has planted stations in China, Italy, the

United States of Colombia, Brazil, Mexico, Greece, Japan,

the Congo Free State, Cuba, and Corea, as well as among the

Indians. She counted at the end of the ecclesiastical year

April 31, 1892, to April 31, 1893, 34 missionaries in China,

22 in Brazil, 8 in Mexico, 21 in Japan, 7 in Africa, 7 in

1 " Minutes of 1883," p. 32.
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Corea, 2 in Cuba, and i in Italy. A good many have

been sent out since. ^ As a result of missionary effort, the

church can now look upon about 2000 communicants, many
hundreds of young people receiving Christian instruction,

many native teachers, preachers, etc., at work among their

people, spreading the light of the glorious gospel of God,

an immeasurable influence on the heathen world, predis-

posing it to hear Christianity as it is. The results in either

Mexico or Japan are enough to justify all the efforts which

the church has put forth in behalf of missions.

Nevertheless, the great law of its propagation laid down
in Acts i. 8 has not been sufficiently followed by the church

in its mission work. That law is : Tlic cJiurcJi shall in its

propaga}idisin seek to witness zvJiere its zvitncssing will

result in the most efficient additions to the army of zuitness-

bearers for Christ. We look back with joy on the spirit

of missions by which the church has been characterized,

but cannot fail to remark that it has lacked an adequate

knowledge of the religious conditions of the world so as to

know where best to push its witness for Christ. It made
a fiasco in the United States of Colombia. It failed to

sufficiently concentrate on Japan when Japan was openest

to the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ—let the opportunity

of centuries slip. Often the church in its mission work

has displayed zeal with only limited knowledge. It has

struck about like blind Samson, whereas, looking equally

to God, it should have used its eyes. The demand which

God makes of the church for intelligent effort—a knowl-

edge of the field where present missionary effort will be

most effective, and for work there—is one that only the

1 The China Mission was established in 1866; that to the United States

of Colombia existed from 1866 to 1877 ; that to Italy was established in 1S67
;

that to Brazil, in 1S6S; that to Mexico, in 1874; that to C.rcece, in 1874;
that to Japan, in 1886; that to the Congo Free State, in 1890; that to Cuba,
in 1890; that to Corea, in 1892.
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superficial can deny. Yet the church has not been wide

awake to the demand. Again, our church courts have

given too great a play to voluntaryism in missions in de-

termining who should go. It is easy enough to see this

in looking over the list of missionaries sent out. The
church should pick her men as the early church did—pick

them on account of special fitness for the work.

To a greater growth of missionary effort the church

needs the Holy Ghost, of course, and the truth in the

heart and the soul of the cJuircIi, and moving the eJiureJi

—the truth as to the nature and destiny of unregenerate

man, and that Jesus can and will save.

It is worthy of special remark that the church, at the

suggestion of the Pan- Presbyterian Council, has for a

number of years been employing active measures to bring

about all proper cooperation with other Presbyterian bodies

of sound faith in the mission field. In particular, a plan of

cooperation with the Northern Church in foreign missions

was agreed on by the Assembly of 1893, according to

which, in schools, theological seminaries, and evangelistic

work, the two churches are to work in closest concert

and harmony. The missionaries of several Presbyterian

churches, including these two, had for years been in virtual

cooperation. 1

This movement is a correct one, though attended by
some dangers. Witnessing loses its power when it loses

its distinctness.

2. Home Missions.

We have already shown how before its organization,

during the interregnum, the work of this committee was

carried on by the Southwestern Advisory Committee

;

and we have indicated the scope of the work and the con-

1 See " Report of Executive Committee of 1893," pp. 10, 11.
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stitution of the agency as erected by the Assembly of

1 86 1, under the title of "The Committee of Domestic

Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the Confederate

States of America." ^ We propose now to trace the growth

and branching of this work to the present.

The Greater Constittitional Changes.—Let us look first

at the greater constitutional changes in the agency. In

1865 the war left the bounds of the Southern Church

filled with crippled and broken-down churches, " espe-

cially along the broad track of those desolating marches

that were made through most of the central Southern

States." The country had been reduced to savage pov-

erty, sanctuaries had been broken down, and ministers

—

able ones^compelled to betake themselves to secular avo-

cations to get bread. Moreover, emissaries from the con-

quering section were pouring in with a view to gathering

her flocks into folds which they had not known.

-

The church felt that she must rise and give herself to

relieving the distress of her suffering members. The
Assembly of 1865, accordingly, determined to raise a sus-

tentation fund, and assigned this work to the Executive

Committee of Domestic Missions, adding to the commit-

tee, moreover, a wide-awake man from each Synod, whose

special duty it was to canvass his Synod, ascertain what

churches were needing help, what ones were able to con-

tribute, and to do all he could, by correspondence and vis-

itation, to collect funds for this general object."^

The effort was successful. " The appointment of synod-

ical commissioners to act in concert with the committee

proved to be a wise and judicious measure. In no other

way would it have been possible either to ascertain the

condition and wants of the brethren, or to have distributed

1 Chapter ii., pp. 340 ff. 2 " Minutes of 1865," p. 391.
3 " Minutes of 1865," p. 391.
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the funds in the hands of the committee in a just and

equitable manner."^

In the meantime the cause of domestic missions proper

had been coming on badly. Not one fifth of the churches

during the year 1865-66 contributed anything to the cause,

and nineteen twentieths of the funds which came to the

hands of the Executive Committee came specially desig-

nated to the cause of sustentation. The prostration of

the country explained in part the smalf contributions, but

there were other causes. The Executive Committee occu-

pied an anomalous position in the minds of most of the

church-members. Some regarded it as a mere financial

agency, whose special province it was " to gather up the

surplus funds -of the wealthier churches and Presbyteries,

and apply them to the weaker Presbyteries and destitute

regions of the country." ^ Others, again, regarded the

committee as combining in itself both ecclesiastical and

financial functions, " as a complete and sufficient instru-

mentality for carrying on the work of domestic missions."^

Further, the church felt that, in her peculiar circumstances,

she scarcely had any need, then, of a Committee of Domes-
tic Missions, regarding that committee in the light of an

evangelistic, aggressive agency. The whole field was cov-

ered with Presbyteries, the best agents that can be em-

1 " Executive Committee's Report of 1866," p. 44.
2 " Minutes of 1866," p. 49.
3 The constitution of the committee had clothed it with powers too large

—the rights of the Presbytery were trenched upon. Article III. reads:
" It shall be the duty of the Executive Committee to take the direction and
control of the domestic missionary work, subject to such instructions as may
be given by the General Assembly from time to time; to appoint mission-
aries and evangelists for the field of labor " {sic) " and to provide for their sup-
port, and to aid feeble churches, and to do whatever else may be necessary
for the advancement of domestic missionary work ; and that in the discharge
of its duties the committee act in concert and harmony with the Presbyteries
and churches ; that the committee authorize all appropriations and expendi-
tures of money, including the salaries of their officers."

—" Minutes of the
Assembly of 1866," p. 20.
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ployed in carryint^ on missionary work in their own bounds,

certainly so far as ecclesiastical control is concerned. The
church did feel, on the other hand, an urgent need of her

Sustentation Committee. Her work for the time was not

so much to establish new churches as to repair old ones.

Jerusalem had to rebuild her own walls before she could

dwell in safety and repossess the land.

As a natural sequence of this condition of affairs, the

Assembly of 1866, in response to an overture from Dr. J.

Leighton Wilson, setting" forth reasons, the chief of which

we have given above, why the Committee of Domestic

Missions should be abolished and a Committee of Sus-

tentation be appointed in its place, did substantially what

Dr. Wilson overtured.^

A glance over the constitution of the Committee of

Sustentation shows that the new committee differs from

the old in having no ecclesiastical functions - save in respect

to the missionaries who may be set to work beyond the

1 For overture, see " Minutes of 1866," pp. 49-52.
2 The preamble to the resolution which contains the constitution of the

Committee of Sustentation asserts :
" To the Presbytery it belongs to ordain

and commission ministers of the gospel, to commit to them the oversight of

the particular congregations, upon the call of the people, and to appoint

them, with their own consent, to fields of missionary lalior. It is also the

l)rovince of the Presliytery to determine what part of its territory is to be
regarded as missionary ground, and what churches ought to receive assistance

in maintaining their pastors, or in erecting houses of worship. It is the

duty of the Presbytery to superintend the work of its missionaries, to receive

their report, and to the Presbytery alone are they responsible, in the first

instance, under God, for the faithful discharge of their duties. It is there-

fore incumbent on the Presbyteries to provide for the worldly maintenance
of the Lord's ministers. . , . And inasmuch as there is a great inequality

in the strength and resources of the different Presbyteries, and because,

according to the law of the life of the church, it is the imperative duty of the

strong to aid the weak, in order that the healthful vigor of the \\ hole body
may be preserved, it becomes necessary to have some central agency, through

which the vital current of the church's life may flow in due proportion to

every part, and that all the energy, zeal, and resources of the church may
be combined in the prosecution of its most important work. This is the

office of the General Assembly, but it can only be practically fulfilled through

a conmiittee."
—" Minutes of 1866," pp. 27 ff.
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bounds of any Presbytery, in putting sustentation as its

first object, and defining more specifically the purposes of

the agency. No object of the Committee of Domestic

Missions is forgotten in the construction of the Committee

of Sustentation. The year following its establishment the

Executive Committee asserted in its annual report that

four general objects or departments of labor were regarded

as included in the general plan of Sustentation: " i. To
aid feeble churches in support of their pastors and sup-

plies, and thus accomplish the twofold object of maintain-

ing the stated preaching of the gospel in all these churches,

and at the same time secure a competency for every labor-

ing minister throughout the church. ... 2. To aid in the

support of missionaries and evangelists wherever such aid

is asked. 3. To assist in building and repairing church

edifices wherever the people have not the means of them-

selves to do it. 4. To assist missionaries or ministerial

laborers in getting from one field to another, where they

are without the means of doing this of themselves."^ But

while no object of the Committee of Domestic Missions is

forgotten, the name of the new committee, the frame of

its constitution, as well as the second of its by-laws sanc-

tioned by the Assembly of 1867, and which reads: " The
committee shall always appropriate specifically to the dif-

ferent objects presented by the Presbyterial Committee of

Missions ; and unless a preference is expressed to the con-

trary, it will always give the precedence to applications in

behalf of the feeble churches "^—all show that the work

of the committee was chiefly to uphold the crushed and

broken churches.

TJie Invalid Fund.—But this committee was a living

branch of a living tree ; it was to grow and branch itself.

One of the first branches of the work to develop itself

1 " Minutes of 1867," pp. 155, 156. 2 " Minutes of 1867," p. 159.
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was the Invalid Fund. As far back as 1863 an elaborate

overture, urging the Assembly to provide a fund for the

relief of superannuated and disabled ministers and their

families, was introduced, with the result that a committee

was appointed to consider the whole subject, and report

to the next General Assembly. No practical measures

seem to have resulted from this effort.

In 1867 aid was asked of the Assembly for the family

of a minister of the church, recently deceased ; and the

Assembly authorized the Committee of Sustentation to

" appropriate five per cent, of all contributions to its objects

to the relief of destitute widows and children of ministers,

and indigent ministers in infirm health, provided no such

per cent, be appropriated from the contribution of any

church or person prohibiting such appropriation, and pro-

vided further that this plan of operation shall not continue

longer than the meeting of the Assembly for the year

1869."!

This was a merely temporary device. In 1868, " in lieu

of the appropriation of five per cent, of the Sustentation

Fund," the Assembly enjoined upon the Presbyteries to

have a collection taken up in all the churches under their

care for a relief fund which should be devoted to the relief

of disabled ministers, and of widows and orphans of de-

ceased ministers. These collections were to be forwarded

to the treasurer of Sustentation, and disbursed according

to the discretion of the committee, upon application made
through the Presbyterial Standing Committees on Domes-
tic Mis.sions." The Executive Committee was to have no

power to make appropriations except they should be first

recommended by the Presbyterial Committee. This scheme

remains in vogue.

The Evangelistic Work.—The Assembly of 1873 deter-

1 " Minutes of 1867," p. 148. -' " Minutes of 1868," p. 274.
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mined that the sustentation and evangelistic work should

be conducted separately after January, 1874. This arm

of the Assembly's work up to 1873 was regarded as hav-

ing been a failure. Contributions had been small. Nor is

it a matter of wonder—the church had been in the gripe

of Titanic poverty. It was hoped that the contributions

would be increased by separating the evangelistic work.

To a limited extent these hopes were realized, but the

contributions to this cause of the Assembly have never

been large.

As the years have gone by an increasing number of the

Presbyteries and many of the Synods have preferred to

handle the funds for their evangelists themselves. Hence,

while the church has of late been extraordinarily active

in evangelization in the home territory, the Assembly's

committee has done but little relatively in the work. It

should be observed here, however, that the Assembly's plan

is the better one. The plan of independent synodical and

presbyterial work appeals more to selfish emulation, syn-

odical and presbyterial ambition. It causes expenditures

often where there is no sufficient promise, and non-ex-

penditure in fresh fields, full of promise, in our newer and

weaker Synods. It is independent rather than presbyte-

rian in tendency, weakening to the common life of the great

body.

In keeping with the projection to the front of the Ex-
ecutive Committee's functions in reference to evangeliza-

tion was the change of the committee's name, in 1879, to

" Executive Committee of Home Missions." This change

suited the aspiration of the committee with reference to

the church's future. Furthermore, the people found it

hard to understand the meaning of " sustentation " as ap-

plied to the work of the committee, while they were at

once attracted to the word ''missions," and would readily
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comprehend and fall in with the idea expressed by it.^

Albeit the name of the committee was changed, the func-

tions remained the same, saving the fact that the evangel-

izing functions had greater relative emphasis.

TJie Colored Evangelistic Fund.—The next branch of

this agency to receive specific development was the

Colored Evangelistic Fund, in 1886. We have seen that

in the Assembly of 1861 missionary operations among the

colored people were especially enjoined upon thq Com-
mittee of Domestic Missions, the Presbyteries also being

exhorted to cooperate with the committee in securing

pastors and missionaries for this field. In 1865 the As-

sembly formed the first of a series of plans for the instruc-

tion of the freedmen. The prevailing sentiment in that

Assembly was in favor of a united church life for the two

peoples, though even so early the plan of separate congre-

gations was contemplated as a possibility. In answer to

an overture as to the course to be pursued toward the

colored people, the Assembly resolved

:

That whereas experience has invariably proved the advantages of the

colored people and the white being united together in the worship of God,

we see no reason why it should be otherwise now that they are freedmen and

not slaves. Should our colored friends think it best to separate from us, and

organize themselves into distinct congregations under white pastors and elders,

for the present, or under colored elders and pastors as soon as God in his

providence shall raise up men suitably qualified for those offices, this church

will do all in its power to encourage, foster, and assist them.

2

In 1867 the Assembly, after expressing the fear that

the current condition of the colored race was one of alarm-

ing spiritual jeopardy, its sincere affection for these people,

and its sense of responsibility to do all in its power to save

them from the calamities with which they were threat-

ened, resolved

:

1 " Report of Executive Committee," 1887, pp. 7, 8.

2 " Minutes of 1865," p. 370.
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That, in the judgment of the Assembly, it is highly inexpedient that there

should be any ecclesiastical separation of the white and colored races ; that

such a measure would threaten evil to both races, and especially to the col-

ored, and that, therefore, it is desirable that every warrantable effort be made
affectionately to dissuade the freed people from severing their connection

with our churches, and to retain them with us as of old. Should they de-

cline this fellowship of ordinances, and desire a separate organization, then

our sessions are authorized to organize them into branch congregations.

In such cases the Assembly recommends that such congregations shall be

allowed, under the sanction of the sessions, to elect from among themselves,

every year, such number of superintendents or watchmen as the session

may advise, who shall be charged with the oversight of such congregations.

These superintendents shall report to the sessions, for their action, all mat-

ters relating to the said congregations.

Whenever Presbyteries may find it necessary to organize separate colored

congregations, they shall a'ppoint a commission of elders, who shall discharge

the functions committed to the sessions in the preceding resolution.

That while nothing in our Standards or the Word of God prohibits the in-

troduction to the gospel ministry of duly qualified, persons of any race, yet

difficulties arise in the general structure of society, and from providential

causes, which may and should restrain the application of this abstract prin-

ciple. Holding this in view, the Assembly recommends that wherever the

session or Presbytery shall find a colored person who possesses suitable

qualifications, they shall be authorized to license him to labor as exhorter

among the colored people, under the supervision of the body appointing

him.l

The burden here was evidently too heavy for the As-
sembly. It had a bad case of the blind staggers. The
church was stronger than the Assembly of 1866. Accord-

ingly, the Synod of Virginia and Presbytery of Mississippi

each overtured the next Assembly, proposing such a

modification of the action of the Assembly of 1866 on

the relation of the church to the colored people as should
" authorize the Presbyteries, in the exercise of their dis-

cretion, to ordain to the gospel ministry and to organize

into separate congregations duly qualified persons of the

colored race, and so declare that mere race or color is not

regarded as a bar to office or privileges in the Presbyterian

1 " Minutes of 1866," pp. 35, 36. Dr. Girardeau was the author of this

paper.
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Church in the United States."^ In response the Assembly
resolved

:

1. That resolutions of the last Assembly complained of should be revoked.

2. That inasmuch as, according to the constitution, the duty of admitting

candidates to the office of the gospel ministry devolves solely on the Presby-

teries, and that of electing elders and deacons solely on the congregations,

all male persons of proper qualifications for such offices, of whatever race,

color, or civil condition, must be admitted or elected by these authorities

respectively, in accordance with the principles of our church government,

and in the exercise of a sound Christian discretion.

3. That the Assembly declines, on the ground of constitutional incompe-

tency, to make any declaration respecting the future ecclesiastical organiza-

tion of such freedmen as may belong to our communion, believing that the

responsibility as well as the course to be pursued devolves on these persons,

who are both politically and ecclesiastically free as all others to serve God
according to the dictates of their own consciences.

4. The Assemljly earnestly enjoins on all our ministers and people to use

all diligence in affectionate and discreet efforts for the spiritual benefit of the

colored race within reach of their private and public ministrations, and to

seek by all lawful means to introduce them into a permanent connection with

our church ; and for this purpose the Assembly recognizes the lawfulness of

the measures such as have long been used in various portions of our church,

contemplating the judicious selection of the more pious and intelligent per-

sons among the colored communicants in suitable official capacities for the

spiritual benefit of their own race.2

The Assembly of 1869 was somewhat retrogressive. It

tried to formulate a general plan to be followed by all the

Presbyteries in dealing with the negro. It resolved:

That separate colored churches might be established, the same to be united

with adjacent white churches under a common pastorate ; to be allowed to

elect deacons and ruling elders ; and to be represented in the upper courts

by the pastors in charge of them and by the ruling elders in the white

churches with which they would be thus associated, until they should be

sufficiently educated to warrant their becoming independent ; Prcn'idcd that

the colored people themselves would not oppose a change in their existing

relations, and would consent to the foregoing arrangement.

It further resolved:

That suitable colored men should be employed to speak the word of exhor-

tation to their people, under the direction of pastors and evangelists ; that

when colored candidates for the ministry should be able to stand the usual

1 " Minutes of 1867," p. 145. 2 " Minutes of 1S67," p. 45.
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examination, Presbyteries might proceed to license them ; and in event of these

licentiates being qualified and desired to take charge of colored churches,

Presbyteries might either ordain and install them over such churches, still

holding their connection with us, or ordain and install them over such churches,

with the understanding that they should thenceforward be ecclesiastically

separated from us.i

This was an improvement over the paper of 1866 in

that it does not trespass against the form of church poHty

to such an extent as the earHer paper did. But even the

latter paper is faulty in this respect. What sort of elders

are they who cannot represent the church in the Presby-

tery? While better than the paper of 1866, the resolu-

tions of 1869 are not so good as those of 1867. That

paper made the elder an elder, though he were black as

ebony ; and in respect to the separation into independent

ecclesiastical organizations, it w^as solicitous for union, and

held that if separation came it must come of the negro's

own motion. The plan of 1869, however, was only tenta-

tive. It was not until the Assembly of 1874 that a definite

policy, which remains till to-day, w^as adopted. It has

been briefly stated thus :
" The Presbyterian Church, South,

is resolved on the establisJuncnt and development of a

separate, independent, self-sustaining Colored Presbyterian

CJiureh, ministered to by eolored preacJiers of approved

piety, and such training as shall best suit them for their

actual life-zvork." -

The reasons for this resolve taken by the Assembly of

1874, and supported consistently since, were: the senti-

ment of the church, which has been moving steadily in

this direction ; a recognition of the natural instinct in the

colored people, expressing itself in the desire for a sepa-

rate organization ; and the prospect of usefulness in assist-

ing these people in the process of self-development.

1 " Minutes of 1869," pp. 388, 389. This paper was by Dr. Girardeau.
2 Phillips, " The Presbyterian Church and the Colored People," p. 3.
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Toward the establishment of this independent Colored

Presbyterian Church the Southern Presbyterian Church

has proposed to give aid in the form of " sympathetic,

practical counsel, liberal offerings of money, and training

for their ministers."^

The Assembly of 1874 requested the Committee of

Sustentation " to take into consideration the best method
of providing training for the colored candidates for the

ministry, and report thereupon to the next Assembly." It

asked the Presbyteries to institute measures for their in-

struction, and in other ways to push the work among the

negroes. And it established the Colored Evangelistic

Fund for the " sustentation of weak colored churches and

for evangelistic work among the negroes." This fund was

put into the hands of the Committee of Sustentation for

its administration.-

The committee had previously made contributions for

the work among the colored people. But more promi-

nence was given this department of work in 1874. The
Assembly of 1879 gave the committee the right to appro-

priate for this purpose, according to its discretion. ^ In

1886 the Assembly made an effort to secure increased

contributions for the cause by ordering an annual collec-

tion in all the churches, on the first Sabbath in Decem-
ber, for the evangelization of the colored race, instead of

for the Tuscaloosa Institute, as had been the custom since

1877. The funds secured from this collection were to be

applied, first, for supporting the Tuscaloosa Institute, and

second, in carrying on evangelization among the colored

people.

The Executive Committee of Home Missions continued

in charge of colored evangelization until 1891, when the

1 Phillips, " The rresbyterian Church and the Colored People," p. 9.

2 " Minutes of 1874," pp. 576 fT. 3 " Minutes of 1879," p. 51.
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Executive Committee of Colored Evangelization was or-

ganized. The treasurer of the Home Mission Committee

still acts as treasurer of the Colored Evangelization Fund

;

but in other respects the parent committee has been re-

lieved of the official care of the negroes.

At the time of the formation of the new committee,

four Presbyteries/ composed entirely of African ministers

and churches, existed in kindly relations toward the

mother-church, and asked such aid as that church could

give in the work undertaken. The efficient and devoted

secretary of the Committee of Colored Evangelization is

the Rev. A. L. Phillips.

TJie Church Erection and Loan Fund.—The Committee

of Home Missions was destined to shoot out yet another

branch, viz., "The Church Erection and Loan Fund."

This fund is intended to help feeble organizations to a

church home. From the start the Committee of Sus-

tentation had given such help as it could. In 1885 the

Assembly authorized the Executive Committee of Home
Missions to make loans to congregations in aid of Church

Erection, which loans were to become debts of honor,

without interest, to be paid back in instalments, running

from one to five years. In 1888 the Assembly ordered

the establishment of a separate fund for Church Erection,

and the committee directed the treasurer to transfer the

Loan Fund account to the Church Erection account. The
two funds were consolidated. This fund is growing. The
cause is popular. The fund is needed that small organ-

izations gathered by the evangelists may be housed and

1 " One of these, the Presbytery of North and South Carohna, had been
formed for a number of years. It had five ministers, one Hcentiate, and
eleven churches, and four hundred and ninety-two communicants. Another,
the Presbytery of Texas, organized in 1888, had seven ministers, two licen-

tiates, and seven weak churches. Two other Presbyteries, Ethel and Central,

were formed in 1890 and 1891. They were smaller."
—" Report of Execu-

tive Committee of Home Missions of 1891," p. 9.
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saved. A considerable proportion of the Presbyteries

contribute to, and use of, the fund. The Executive Com-
mittee of Home Missions has, therefore, to-day, five differ-

ent funds under its management : the Church Erection and

Loan Funds, the Sustentation, the Evangelistic and Indian

Missions, the Invalid, and the Colored Evangelistic Fund.'

Having looked at these great constitutional develop-

ments in the agency, we propose now to glance at sonic of

the more iinportaiit incidental objects ivliich have engaged

the attention of this committee in the course of its history.

One of the first of these in time, as well as importance,

was supplying the armies of the Confederacy luith chap-

lains. The committee's heroic exertions in this direction

were in part the cause, so far as man can be cause of such

a thing, of the twelve thousand hopeful conversions in the

Confederate armies during the y?ar 1863-64, and almost

as great a number the year following.-

The committee has performed the office, to a certain

extent, of an intermediary between vacant churches and

unemployed ministers. It has given aid to organiza-

tions laboring in behalf of seamen. It has tried to raise

the minimum salary of the great body of underpaid pas-

tors, etc.

We now turn to look at the sort of encouragement

which the church at large has given to the work of the

committee. The Assemblies' course toward the committee

has been one of undeviating encouragement, e\-en in the

department of evangelization. The Assembly of 1871 in-

structed the Presbyteries to institute and provide for a

visitation of all its cliurchcs by commissions of ministers

and ruling elders, " to see how each of tliem stands in rela-

tion to this matter," and to exhort those who had cooper-

1 The last in a limited sense already explained.
2 " Minutes df 1864, " pji. 315 IT.
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ated before with the Sustentation cause to a still larger

effort on its behalf.^ And this is but a fair specimen of

the efforts which have been made in behalf of those sev-

eral branches of the committee's work by the Assembly.

The Presbyteries, on the other hand, did not comply to

any considerable extent with the instructions of 187 1, and

generally have been disproportionately remiss in support-

ing the Evangelization Fund, while only tolerably faithful

in supporting the work of the committee as a whole.

The arms of the great agency which we have been

studying had often been exceedingly feeble, especially

during the years immediately succeeding the war, except

for aid from external sources. The historian would be

remiss who should fail to remark on the help which friends

in Kentucky, in Mar}-land, and in New York City ex-

tended to the Southern Church during her trying years

under the political reconstruction of the country.

The Board of A id for Southern Presbyterian Pastors,

located at Louisville, Ky., informed the Assembly of 1865

that already $6000 had been collected for the purposes of

the board in its projected work.^ The Assembly was

touched and deeply gratified at this manifestation of

Christian sympathy on the part of the Kentucky brethren,

and in the name of their common Master accepted their

generous tender of aid. This was God's manna to the

Southern Church. The Executive Committee was made
agent for receiving and disbursing such aid as might be

forwarded to them from the Kentucky source.^

According to the report of the Executive Committee of

1868,* of the sum received the preceding year for Susten-

tation $9190.73 had been contributed by Christian friends

outside the church connection, and mainly by those re-

1 " Minutes of 1871," p. 35. 2 " Minutes of 1865," p. 355.
3 " Minutes of 1S65," p. 70. * " Minutes of 1868," p. 286.
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stding in Baltimore and the vicinity, and in the State of

Kentucky. During the two and a half years preceding

the Assembly of 1868 more than $40,000 of tJicir contri-

butions had passed through the hands of the Committee

of Sustentation.^

Tlie SoutherJi Aid Society of Neiv York.—This society,

which was organized a few years before the Civil War,

for the purpose of rendering aid to the feeble churches

in the Southern country, was an incorporated body, and

consisted of gentlemen of the highest moral and social

position. For several years during and subsequent to

the war the society had no funds to distribute, but about

1872 they came into the possession of about $10,000, de-

vised to their society to be disbursed in accordance with

their constitution. After a conference with the secretary

of the Committee of Susfentation the society agreed to

make its annual appropriations with the advice and under

the direction of the General Assembly's Committee of

Sustentation.-

We have alread}' seen that this committee was consol-

idated with that of foreign missions in 1863. They were

separated on account of the increasing volume of work, and

because it was considered desirable to get the location

of the Home Mission Committee nearer the center of its

great field of operations. In 1886 this committee was

carried to Atlanta.^

1 These Cliristians have for the most part come into the Southern Church.

The First Church in Baltimore is an important exception.
2 The secretaries of each of the agencies are at least in part an explana-

tion of the peculiar history of each. The secretaries of the committee under
consideration have heen: Rev. John I.eyburn, D. D., 1861-63; Rev. J.

Leighton Wilson, D.D., 1863-82; Rev. Rich.ird Mclhvaine, D.D., co-

ordinate secretary, 1872-82 ; Rev. R. McHwaine, D.U., sole secretary, 1882-

83; Rev. J. N. Craig, D.I)., 1883.
3 The several locations of this committee have been at New Orleans, 1861-

63; Columbia, S. C, 1863-75; Baltimore, 1875-86; Atlanta, 1886- . New
Orleans was chosen first because that city had been the seat of the South-



EDUCATION. 387

An abortive effort or two has been made at cooperation

with the Presbyterian Church, North, in the work of this

committee in behalf of the freedmen. The way to a more

perfect cooperation is not shut up, however.

3. Education.

In the account of the Constituting Assembly we have

already indicated the nature of the constitution of the

Executive Committee of Education. Assuming, at this

point, a sufficient knowledge on the part of the reader of

said constitution, we propose to trace the more important

changes in the constitution, and then the more important

experiences and activities of the committee, the support,

the results effected, and its manning.

The plan for securing an educated ministry provided in

the constitution of the committee organized in 1861 has

been styled a beneficiary or eleemosynary plan of edu-

cation, and has never been in universal esteem through-

out the church. Several attempts have been made to

have the whole plan substituted by others. In 1863 the

Presbytery of Lexington overtured the Assembly to this

effect

:

In view of the doubt of many in our church in respect to the beneficiary

system of education as provided for the ministry, and believing that such a

system too long and generally pursued may attract a wrong class of candi-

dates with false motives and inferior qualifications, and may also repel another

class (unwarrantably, it is true, but yet as the actual experience of the church)
;

believing, also, that in this Southern confederacy young men of suitable gifts

can, in most cases, without injurious delay, pay their own expenses in study

by teaching and other useful pursuits, or by winning in fair competition cer-

western Advisory Committee ; Columbia was made the second seat as a place

relatively safe during the war, and to suit the convenience of Dr. Wilson,
the secretary of the committee, as that of Foreign Missions also, which was
located there. Baltimore was sought, among other reasons, on the ground
of its being a great commercial center. Atlanta had that argument in its

favor, in addition to its being nearer to the center of the Home Mission
field.
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tain bursaries or scholarships that niiglit 1)C provided at our seats of learning
;

and that in a few cases imperatively needing help, private hands or individual

churches might more intelligently and watchfully bestow it— this Presbytery

hereby overtures the Assembly to appoint a committee, at its approaching

session, to revise the whole subject of beneficiary education, and to report to

the General Assembly next ensuing, i

In reply to this overture, the Assembly declared that

nothing short of the most cogent reasons would justify so

early an abandonment, or even any important modifica-

tion, of a scheme which had been incorporated with the

original structure of its ecclesiastical system. On the

other hand, it granted that the Board of Education of the

Presbyterian Church in the United States of America had

not, previously to 1861, received the general support of

the Southern portion of the church, and affirmed that there

was considerable dissatisfaction with the counterpart of

that board in the Southern Church, the Executi\'e Com-
mittee of Education, and appointed a committee to report

on the subject to the next Assembly, with the hope that

if there was a better way of managing this valuable agency

that better way might be discovered. The committee

appointed, of which Dr. J. R. Wilson was the chairman,

presented an elaborate report to the Assembly of 1864.

It confined itself to a discussion of the question whether

that "scheme of stipendiary schooling," practiced by the

mother-church and adopted by the Constituting Assembly

for the church of the Confederacy, was the " best to be

continued." In answer to this question it laid down as a

postulate that : ''Every candidate for tJie gospel ministry

does, in stindering the ties ivhich conjieeted him ivith seeu-

lar avocations, so far dedicate himself to the service of God
in the cJinrch as entitles liim to expect at her hands the

education zvJiich he may yet needfor that service; and he

1 " .Minutes of 1863," p. 127.
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is, therefore, not to be regarded by the cJntrcJi, or by him-

self, in the light of an object of charity, but as a laborer

already occupying a place in tJie field of ministerial dntyy^

It took the ground that from the " outset of the minister's

career—from the moment when he first put his hand to

the plow in the field of preparation—he is a claimant, not

upon the cliurch's generosity, but upon her justice; not

upon her feeling of pity, but upon her sense of duty "
;

that " if they who come to her doors, seeking entrance

into her ministry, choose, or their immediate friends choose

for them, to afford all needful pecuniary aid to help them

onward to the period of their ordination, this is another

matter"; that "the church may accept this assistance,

but in so doing she is simply accepting a contribution

to her treasury, for which she ought to be grateful "
; that

" she has no authority to demand it "
; that he who has

been " distinguished by being permitted to look forward

to unusual labors and uncommon sacrifices, and it may be

preeminent usefulness, in the cause of Christ, may well

afford to inaugurate his career by casting all his property,

as he does his talents, into the effort to prove worthy of

so peculiar a distinction "
; but that " the point at issue

does not lie here"; that "it is not what the candidate

may esteem as his privilege, but what the church must

regard as her duty."

It acknowledged that grave difficulties beset the system,

but held that they were not insuperable in themselves, nor

fatal to the system, and that they were " simply insepara-

ble adjuncts to it, as a system whose working has been

necessarily intrusted to the imperfection of human wis-

dom, and is applied to the weakness of human subjects." -

The committee closed its report by recommending the

adoption of certain resolutions, of which the following was

1 " Minutes of 1864," p. 329. 2 " Minutes of 1864," pp. 320-22.
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the first: "That, in the judgment of this General Assem-
bly, it is the duty of the church to pray unceasingly to

her Head for a large increase of candidates for the gospel

ministry ; and when they are received at her hands it is

her further duty to provide them with a suitable educa-

tion in the way of preparing them for their work, and to

provide it not as a matter of cJiarity, but ofjustice to all

parties couccrued."^ The report was approved and the

resolutions adopted ; but as the committee had spent its

effort in discussing the relation of the candidate to the

church and in proving merely that the church was morally

bound to support him, the Assembly had yet to answer

the question whether the support of the candidate should

be provided for and superintended by the General Assem-

bly, or by the Presbyteries, or in what way. In 1866 it

adopted another elaborate report, which asserted that the

plan of the Presbyteries' supporting the candidates had

been tried between 1806 and 1807 by the parent church

and had failed; that after 1807 a modified presbyterial

plan had proven unsatisfactory ; that, in consequence,

about 1820 three great organizations were brought into

existence to do the work, one of which was the Board of

Education ; that after this board, modified by the wakeful

circumspection of the fathers down to 1861, the Executive

Committee of Education had been formed ; and that it

was unwise to go back to these schemes which had proven

unsatisfactory. In conclusion the report affirmed that

" to Presbyteries must always belong the great, the bind-

ing duty of recommending candidates for support from the

common treasury of the church "
; that if they failed in

this duty, if they were loose in its discharge, if they thrust

forward beneficiaries who were undeserving an educa-

tion at the hands of the church, with them alone lay the

1 " Minutes of 1864," p. 334.
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1

blame, as to them, on the other hand, belonged the Mas-

ter's commendation for searching out and bringing forward

worthy men for this purpose ; that the chief responsibility

of the committee must attach to its one great office, of

judiciously expending the education funds of the church,

and its duty of keeping the Presbyteries advised of the

condition of the work it was prosecuting for them.^

This Assembly remodeled the constitution of the Exec-

utive Committee of Education. According to the origi-

nal constitution the Executive Committee had "« general

oversight of the diligence and deportment of those zuho are

aided by it."'^

According to the constitution of 1866, " no student shall

be supplied by this committee except npon the recommenda-

tion of the Presbytery to zvJiicJi lie belongs, or its Executive

Committee of Edncation ; and all candidates shall be solely

responsible to their own Presbyteries."-''

Much that was justly offensive in the old constitution

was removed in making the new. The new constitution

leaves the whole responsibility for the candidates " where

the constitution of the church places it—in the hands of

the Presbyteries." The committee can be no longer "es-

teemed superior to the Presbyteries, clothed with authority

to revise their proceedings, or inquire into the propriety

thereof ; but is simply the executive agency through which

the Presbyteries perform this part of their work."^

In 1875—76 another attempt was made to substitute the

Assembly's plan of stipendiary education by remanding

the subject to the Presbyteries. But the attempt did not

succeed. No better plan could be then devised. The

1 " Minutes of 1866," p. 75.
2 " Minutes of 1861," p. 23. The italics are the compiler's.
3 " Minutes of 1866," p. 34. The words have been italicized by the

compiler.
* " Minutes of 1868," p. 294.
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Assembly's scheme was again commended to the confi-

dence and support of the churches as the best practicable.

By the Assembly of 1893 the name of the Executive

Committee of Education has been changed to " Committee
of Education for the Ministry." This was merely to con-

form the name specifically to the object of the committee.

No concomitant change in the constitution occurred.

^

The support which the agency got in the way of contri-

butions between the years 1863 and 1866 was practically

nothing. This was owing, in part, to the fact that the

fate of the committee was in suspense during the first

two years of that period, and in part to the poverty of the

1 The reader may readily observe tliat tlie Assembly of 1864 adopted a

position which, though indorsed by the Asseniljly of 1866, was untenable,

viz. : That the church is bound, as a matter of justice to the candidate, to

educate him for the gospel ministry. If so, the church is bound to treat as a

minister one who lias never l)een called to the ministry by any congregation
of believers, and one who may never be so called. The church is indeed
bound to propagate itself, bound to raise up a qualified ministry ; but not
bound to secure it in a given way. If it can get candidates to prepare them-
selves without aid by the church, that in certain circumstances may be the

preferable way. It is bound to God to secure a proper and sufficient minis-

try. It is not bound to a certain candidate, or set of candidates, prior to

contracting with them, to fit them for the ministry. On the other hand, the

candidate for the ministry \\\\o feels that he is called of God to the ministry,

that in the ministry he can prol)ably serve God best, is bound to get an

education, whether the church will help him or not. He is bound to Ciod

to do so. Now, if there is a great need for ministers—so great a need that

those candidates who are able to educate themselves do not sufi'ice to supply
the lack—then it becomes the church's duty to God to take up young men
who feel called to the work, and are determined to get into it, but are held

back by poverty. Such young men when taken up are not eleemosynary

students, indeed. They are not," on the other hand, supported as a matter of

justice to them. They are supported as a matter of worship to God. They
take the funds not as charities to them ; they take the funds as funds which
the Church of God is bound to furnish God, that he may get ministers from
the poor, in absence of a sufficient number of ministers who have been able

to help themselves to an education.

This seems to be the real jiosition taken by the Assembly of 1875, though
it did not distinctly repudiate the position of 1864 and 1866; for the Assem-
bly of 1875 indorsed the Assembly's plan as good, seeing the " necessity of

beneficiary education, in order to keep uji the supply of ministers in the

Presbyterian Church." In fine, the constitution of the agency is excellent.

If the Presbyteries would do their duty in selecting candidates and explaining

their true relations to the funds, no evil consequence would follow.
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church and her multitude of crying needs. Thenceforth

the support has been better.

Though not at all connected with the Executive Com-
mittee of Education, yet because they are a part of the

great educational forces of the church it will be conven-

ient to take a brief survey, at this point, of the theologi-

cal seminaries and of the colleges in connection with the

Southern Presbyterian Church, as well as of certain col-

leges not in formal connection, but really recognized fac-

tors in this church.

To begin with the seminaries, there are six such in-

stitutions within the bounds, Presbyterian in origin and

patronage, some of them, however, not officially known to

the Assembly.

Union Theological Seminary, in Virginia, has been

until the present the most important of these institutions.

It was formally opened January i, 1824, with one pro-

fessor, the Rev. J. Holt Rice, D.D., and three students.

Funds were rapidly raised for an endowment. In 1826

the institution was taken under the care of the General

Assembly. The Synods of Virginia and of North Caro-

lina, in the fall of the same year, took the place of Han-
over Presbytery in governing the seminary. In 1830-31

the number of students was about forty ; an additional pro-

fessor had been secured. The death of Dr. Rice, in 1831,

the troubles in the church which culminated in the divi-

sion of 1837—38, and which separated from the seminary

many of its active and zealous friends, changes of profes-

sors, and other causes, conspired to retard its growth and

abridge its fullness for more than a score of years. Mean-
while a third professorship, that of ecclesiastical history

and polity, was established in 1835 ; and a fourth, that

of biblical introduction and New Testament literature, in
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1853. Through zealous efforts of friends its endowment
was gradually increased. Its funds were much cut down
by the war; but it soon rallied, and has been making a

steady growth until the present. The last report of the

treasurer (May, 1893) shows that there is now invested in

the name of the corporation $303,298.24. Besides, the in-

stitution owns about eighty acres of land ; five residences for

professors ; a main building, which contains a handsome

chapel, lecture-rooms, dormitories, and a refectory ; three

additional buildings for dormitories ; a superior library

building, with a fine library in it, and a gymnasium.'

Between 1881 and 1891 a chair of English Bible and pas-

toral theology was established. The annual attendance

has steadily grown ; there are now over seventy students.

Some of its distinguished teachers have been the honored

Dr. George A. Baxter, the scholarly Dr. F. S. Sampson,
" the profoundest American theologian," Dr. R. L. Dab-

ney, that most clever exponent of church polity, Dr. T. E.

Peck, and the distinguished young savant Dr. W. W.
Moore. Dr. B. M. Smith reendowed the seminary after

the war.

Cohivibia Seminary was established in 1828, by the

Synod of South Carolina and Georgia, its title being then
" The Theological Seminary of South Carolina and Geor-

gia." It is~ now under the immediate joint control of the

Synods of South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, and Alabama.

Its relation to the General Assembly is identical with that

of Union Seminary, in Virginia.

Classes were first organized in 183 1, with Dr. Thomas
Goulding and Dr. George Howe as professors. In 183^

Dr. A. W. Leland became connected with the seminary,

but Dr. Goulding died in 1834, so that only two professors

1 See historical statement in " Catalogue of Union Theological Seminary,

Virginia, 1892-93." Compare tlie historic.il statement in the " Constitution

and Plan of Seminary," published in 1892.
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remained to conduct the classes. Save for another brief

period, no addition was made to the staflF until 1849.

From that time till i860 improvement was rapid. In

i860 there were five professors—among them Dr. James

H. Thornwell—and over fifty students in the seminary.

From 1866 to the present time the work of the seminary

has been carried on with various changes and interruptions.

In 1863 the property of every kind belonging to the

seminary amounted to $277,940.81. Considerably over

half of this vanished with the Confederate Government.

The seminary subsequently had a long series of ups and

downs. At present it has interest-bearing funds to the

amount of $2 10,000. The professors' houses and seminary

buildings are valued at about $50,000. The library is a

very fine one. The preeminently great name among its

teachers is that of Thornwell.

Tuscaloosa Institute.—In 1877 this school was estab-

lished by the General Assembly, and located at Tusca-

loosa, Ala. ; and was opened for work, with seven stu-

dents, the first session. The Executive Committee has

been authorized by the Assembly of 1893 to move the

Tuscaloosa Institute to Birmingham, Ala., whenever it

seems advisable and practicable to do so without detri-

ment to the cause for which the institute was founded.

Birmingham is the center of a large and increasingly in-

telligent and well-to-do colored population.

The institute is under the control of the General Assem-
bly, but its work is directed by the " Executive Committee

for the Education of Colored Ministers." Its actual work
and discipline were conducted by that devoted servant

of the church, the Rev. C. A. Stillman, D.D., and chosen

helpers, until the present session, the Rev. A. L. Phillips

being bow superintendent. The whole course of instruc-

tion centers about the Ensiiish Bible. The Standards of
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the Southern Presbyterian Church are faithfully taught.

The sum total of the students taught in the institute to

the end of the session 1892-93 is 152—93 Presbyterians,

45 Methodists, and 14 Baptists.

The Divinity School of the Soiithivesteni Presbyterian

University, at Clarksville, Tenn., was organized in June,

1885. "It is under the same government as the other

schools in the university, viz., the board of directors ap-

pointed by the Synods of Alabama, Arkansas, Memphis,

Nashville, and Mississippi." The last session was the most

prosperous in its history, there being thirty-three students.

Dr. Joseph R. Wilson was the first teacher of theology.

TJie Austin School of Theology was founded in 1884 by

that distinguished and venerable theologian and philoso-

pher, the Rev. R. L. Dabney, D.D., LL.D. This has been

an incidental labor of his blind old age, and has been at-

tended with tremendous difficulties, but followed by many
blessings to the church in Texas. It is under the care of

the Central Texas Presbytery.

The Rev. Dr. Isaac Long did a work of similar character

at Batesville, Ark.

The Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seniinaiy has

been organized during the present year by the associated

Synods of Kentucky and Missouri. It is placed under the

control of the General Assembly somewhat more imme-

diately and directly than Union or Columbia. " Should

the Assembly see reason at any time to object to any of

the acts of the directors or any of the other authorities of

the institution, it may send down in writing to the direc-

tors or Synods its opinion in the premises ; but it shall

have no controlling negative except in the election or

transfer of the professors, nor right to originate any meas-

ures for the seminary."^ According to the constitution

1 Article II. in the constitution.
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of Union Seminary the Assembly can reach the seminary

only through the Synods.'

The control which the Assembly has over the theologi-

cal seminaries was formally defined by the Assembly of

1886 as involving such jurisdiction as will " in every case

enable the Assembly, through the proper channels of

authority, to keep all such institutions free from every-

thing inconsistent with the spirit of our system, and, of

course, free from all tea'ching inconsistent with the Word
of God as expounded in our Standards."^ Its precise

relation to the individual seminaries " dififers somewhat,

according to the constitution and practice of the institu-

tions as ratified by the Assembly."^

The following colleges and universities must be men-

tioned, not theological, but avowedly or virtually Presby-

terian in their character and management.

WasJiington and Lee University,-^ at Lexington, Va., was

founded in 1774, on the nucleus of a school taught by the

Rev. John Brown, pastor of New Providence Church. This

was an enterprise of Hanover Presbytery. It was subse-

quently removed to Timber Ridge, and later, in i 793, to a site

near Lexington. It was thenceforth till 1797 called " Lib-

erty Hall." The trustees had been incorporated in 1782,

and authorized to confer degrees. In 1797 Washington

donated to the institution one hundred shares of "James
River Canal Company," which the General Assembly of

Virginia had wished to give him. The trustees at once,

in compliment to General Washington, changed the name

1 The corresponding statement in the constitution of Union and other
seminaries reads :

" Should the Assembly see reason at any time to object,

etc., it shall send down in writing to the Synods its opinion in the prem-
ises, but shall have no controlling negative, nor originate any measures for

the management of the seminary."—" Constitution and Plan of Theological
Seminary," p. 10.

2 " Minutes of 1886," p. 43. 3 //,/,/.

* See historical statement in " The Catalogue of Washington and Lee
University, 1892-93, Lexington, Va."
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of the institution to Washington Acadenn-. The school

thencef(jrth grew apace in usefuhiess and renown. At the

close of the war the institution was again without income

or credit, but under the presidency of Gen. R. E. Lee again

burst forth in a rapid career of expansion.

The General Assembly of Virginia in 1871 changed the

name of the institution to its present corporate title, " The
Washington and Lee University." The institution has

continued to grow rapidly. It Tiow has an invested en-

dowment of $630,999.78, yielding an annual income of

$36,519.97. It has an able faculty of thirteen full pro-

fessors and six instructors, and two hundred and forty-

one students.

The institution has been separated from all formal rela-

tions with the church ; nevertheless, it has still in its board

of trustees and its faculty a very large majority of Presby-

terians, and it is one of the principal feeders of the Pres-

byterian ministry in Virginia.

Hampden Sidney College, in Prince Edward County,

Va., was opened in 1775-76. It owes its origin to Chris-

tian patriotism. Hanover Presbytery, the sole representa-

tive of the Presbyterian faith and order in all Virginia and

her western territory, whose members in 1774 did not

exceed ten, determined to establish a school also for the

Piedmont and South Side regions of Virginia. The Rev.

Samuel Stanhope Smith had been the most zealous pro-

moter of the enterprise. He became its first president

and organizer.

The college obtained a most liberal charter in 1783, and

has enjoyed "an illustrious career of usefulness." Long
lists of distinguished statesmen, judges, professors, and

ministers whom she has schooled might be given. Her
sixth president, Rev. Moses Hoge, D.D., 1807-20, was by

appointment of the Synod of Virginia professor of theol-
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ogy ; and out of the want thus supphed and enlarged

sprang the demand which was and could only be satisfied

by the establishment of Union Theological Seminary, in

1824. The college is not rich, but has always maintained

a high grade of scholarship, and has exerted a peculiarly

ennobling and refining influence on the students. At
present the teaching force numbers eight men : six full

professors, one assistant professor, and one fellow. The

students number about one hundred and fifty. The en-

dowment is sufficient for an economical support. The
president, the Rev. Richard Mcllwaine, D.D., with tireless

energy and good success, is bringing the college forward

day by day, by new buildings, new appliances, etc.

Davidson College, in Mecklenburg County, N. C, was

founded in 1837. It was at first opened as a manual labor

institution, but the plan did not prove workable. Accord-

ing to the constitution of the college, no one is eligible as

trustee, professor, or teacher who is not a member of the

Presbyterian Church. During all the years of its course

it has been remarkable for its able faculty ; it has stim-

ulated a thorough scholarship. Among its alumni are

many distinguished men in secular life. More than one

third of its graduates have entered the ministry. The
college is under the control of a board of trustees ap-

pointed by the Presbyteries of the Synods of North Caro-

lina, South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida.^ The faculty

contains ten professors and instructors. The student

body numbers one hundred and fifty-three. ^ The endow-
ment amounts to $109,000.

SoutJizvestcrii Presbyterian University.—A meeting of

commissioners from five Synods, viz., Alabama, Missis-

1 Compare Semi-Centenary Addresses, Davidson College, 1887. Raleigh,
N. C. : E. M. Uzzel, Steam Printer and Binder, 1888. See especially Dr.
Rumple's Address.

2 Session of 1892-93. See " Catalogue of 1892-93."
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sippi, Arkansas, Nashville, and Memphis, had been held in

May, 1873, to plan for a great common university. The
plan formed was adopted by their several Synods and

by the Synod of Texas, and they appointed two directors

each. In 1874, after receiving many applications for the

university, they finally fixed upon Clarksville as the place,

and Stuart College, which was already a school of local

repute, under the care of the Synod of Nashville, as the

nucleus of further operations.

In June, 1879, the board of directors abolished the cur-

riculum and reorganized the school on the plan of coordi-

nate schools and elective courses. The endowment affords

an economical support. The faculty, including the profes-

sors of the divinity school, consists of nine full professors.

The attendance of students during the session 1892-93

was one hundred and thirty- five. A distinguished feature

of the plan of the university is that " in connection with

every course there shall be comprehensi\'e and faithful

biblical training, so as to make an intelligent Scriptural

faith a controlling principle in the unix^ersity."

Central University

.

—At a meeting of the Synod of

Kentucky in 1871 resolutions were passed looking to the

immediate endowment and equipment of a college. The
Synod had despaired of regaining its rights in Center

College ; but a new movement rose out of the general

conviction in the minds of men of intelligence that there

was need of a university. A number of the alumni of

Center College, and friends of learning and of the church,

met in convention at Lexington on the 7th of May,

1872, organized themselves into a permanent associa-

tion, and on the following day tendered to the Synod
their cooperation for establishing such an institution. The
offer was accepted. A charter was agreed upon by the

joint committee of the Synod and the association, and was
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adopted by the two bodies severally. " By the charter

the donors of the endowment own and control the univer-

sity under the title of 'The Central University,' and they

elect their successors from among the alumni of the insti-

tution and its liberal benefactors." Two hundred thousand

dollars were soon subscribed, and this was regarded as suf-

ficient to justify the opening of the school. The university

opened its first session in 1874; with varying fortunes, it

has had on the whole an unusual career of expansion and

solid usefulness.

The founders of the university aimed at a university

proper. There are now, in addition to the College of Phi-

losophy, Science, and Letters at Richmond, the Hospital

College of Medicine and the Louisville College of Dentist-

ry, each at Louisville, Ky. The faculties of these several

colleges number respectively 14, 18, 12; and the student

body, 201, 97, 46.

The Board of Curators is establishing at central points

in the State university high-schools. One of these, the

Jackson Collegiate Institute, at Jackson, Ky., has two hun-

dred and two students. Hardin Collegiate Institute, at

Elizabethtown, Ky., another, has forty-six students, and

there are others in successful operation.^

Westminster College, at Fulton, Mo., originated in action

taken by the Synod of Missouri in 1849. A charter was

obtained in 1853. The war shook the college like a cy-

clone, and swept away most of its endowment. In 1868

it had only about $30,000 endowment, which was bur-

dened with eighty scholarships affording free tuition to

as many students. But the college has struggled bravely

on, and all the while maintained a high standard of scholar-

ship. Last session was the most pro.sperous in its history.

1 " Catalogue of 1893," pp. 4, 5, 51, 52, 57, 59. Z. E. Smith's " History
of Kentucky," pp. 422-551.
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There are twelve men in the able faculty, under the presi-

dency of Dr. Wm. H. Marquess, Dr. E. C. Gordon being

its vice-president. There are one hundred and fifty stu-

dents. The endowment amounts to about $230,000,

though a part of it is somewhat encumbered temporarily.

Austin College, at Sherman, Tex., was chartered by the

legislature in 1849. In 1850 the college began its career

at Huntsville. In 1876 it was removed to Sherman. For

a long time it was overwhelmed with financial troubles,

but it has now emerged, and has an endowment of about

$100,000. Under the present president, the Rev. S. M.

Luckett, D.D., the patronage has increased fourfold. The
institution was at first under the control of Brazos Presby-

tery. Later it passed under the control of the Synod of

Texas, which now elects the members of the board of

trustees.

King College, at Bristol, Tenn., was opened in 1868, " a

child of necessity." It is not yet out of the financial

throes of its birth and earlier years, but has done much
good work for the church and state. More than half its

graduates have entered the Presbyterian ministry. Many
of them have reached eminence by their ability and schol-

arship. Its curators are appointed by Presbyteries in

Tennessee and Virginia.

The Arkansas College, at Batesville, Ark., received its

charter in 1872. Dr. Isaac Jasper Long was its first self-

sacrificing president. The college has accomplished a

grand work for the church and state in Arkansas. Prom-

inent features: solidity and thoroughness of the work

done ; coeducation
;
prominence of the Bible in its teach-

ing. More than a third of its graduates have become

ministers.

South Carolina College, at Clinton, S. C, is a promising

young institution.
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Many female schools are doing their beneficent work

for the church and for the homes throughout the land.

Some of these are avowedly Presbyterian and under the

oversight of Presbyteries. Some of them, while not form-

ally Presbyterian, are really so. There are also many
Presbyteral academical schools. There has been some

little discussion as to the right of the church to establish

Presbyteral schools, colleges, and the like. But the con-

secrated good sense of the people, and the demand which

the Scriptures m.ake that the church should raise up an

able ministry, have carried the church over all opposition.

There are several eleemosynary institutions under the

control of boards of trustees appointed by church courts.

There are others directed and supported by Presbyterians.

One of the most widely known is the Thornwell Orphan-

age, at Clinton, S. C. This is under the care of the Rev.

Dr. Wm. P. Jacobs. It is without resources or endow-

ment, dependent on Him who clothes the lilies and feeds

the ravens. It has under its roofs, in rearing for useful

manhood and womanhood, over a hundred orphans. Some
have already left its walls for the ministry. One is a mis-

sionary in Japan. The General Assembly has undertaken

a " Home and School " for the education of the orphans

of Presbyterian ministers and missionaries, at Fredericks-

burg, Va. The school is well manned, and solicits the

patronage of the public on the grounds of its superior ad-

vantages. The people of the church, sometimes in asso-

ciation with other Christians, have opened and maintained

retreats for the sick and houses for the destitute of all

classes.

4. Publicatio7t.

The constitution given the Executive Committee of

Publication in 1861 remains the same to-day, with the

exception of an unimportant change or two. For the sake
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of convenience in the transaction of business, a separate

charter of incorporation for the Committee of Pubhcation

was obtained in 1873-75. The separate incorporation was

against the preferred poHcy of the church, but the guarded

terms of the charter—forbidding the idea that the corpora-

tion coukl ever become independent of the church—and

the business, convenience rendered the church contented.'

One of the first heavy calls upon the committee was for

literature for the army. In 1863—64 it published fifteen

thousand copies of an army hymn-book. In addition to

tracts, it put into circulation in the army over fifteen thou-

sand volumes obtained from the Religious Tract Society

of London and other sources; and it published "The
Soldier's Visitor," consisting" mainl)^ of tracts issued in

sheet form and circulated free of charge.

It has been the duty of the committee from 1863 on to

make a judicious selection of religious books wherever

they may be found, and stamp its imprimatur upon them,

that the people may be aided in helpful purchases. It has

a respectable list of its own publications, too, embracing

the imposing works of Dr. Thornwell and Dr. Dabney, as

well as more popular works of scarcely less conspicuous

men. In the list of its publications are to be found some

works of an evangelical, but not distinctly denominational,

character. The general oversight of all the Sabbath-

school interests of the church, and the advancement of

the work in all practicable ways, has been laid on this

committee.'-

It has been a special work of this committee to publish

the " Children's Friend," which has a Sunday-school feat-

1 The coniniittee has always l)eon located at Isichinond, Va. Tlie secre-

taries have been: Rev. Win. IJrovvn, D.D., iSbi-63; Rev. John Leyluirnc,

D.D., 1863-65; Rev. Wm. Brown, D.D., pro tan, 1865; Rev. T. K. Baird,

1865-77; Rev. W. A. Campbell, pro fcm, 1877; Rev. J. K. Ilazen, 1877
to the present. ^ " Minutes of 1878," p. 651.
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ure, and the " Earnest Worker," devoted since 1877 " ex-

clusively to the exposition of Scripture lessons and other

subjects promotive of Sabbath-school work." It has also

issued " Lesson Helps" and " Lesson Quarterlies " for sev-

eral years, and other similar publications.^

During a considerable part of its existence the com-

mittee has had the burden of colportage on its shoulders.

\vl 1888 it undertook to sustain a colporteur in each Synod,

a committee of the Synod to choose the colporteur and

take the oversight of the work. This plan has been in

operation from that time to the present, though for want

of funds it has failed of entire fulfillment.

The church has never been satisfied with the small

amount of colportage work done. While it has thrown

the burden of it on the committee, and has required the

committee, in addition to this colportage, to make gratui-

tous grants to ministers, churches, and Sunday-schools

within certain limits, it has not given a large and kindly

support to this important agency. This indisposition to

support the committee has been owing to many causes.

From 1866 to 1877 the work was badly managed.- When,
however, the present secretary took hold of the. work, the

course of its history entered on a happy change. For a

good many years the work of colportage and the gratui-

tous distributions of publications have more than consumed

the annual contributions from the churches to the cause;

1 " It is interesting to note the cooperation in publishing a Sunday-school
paper with the Reformed Church in America."-—" Minutes of 1876," p. 222.

2 From November i, 1866, to October, 1877, the cause of publication

received $125,441.01. During that period the salaries of the secretary and
other employees amounted to $70,229.17. And on October i, 1877, the

total available assets of the Publication Committee amounted to $53,466.17,
and the total liabilities, $39,993.58. This was after the church had been
working for years to endow the committee, and after it was supposed to have
an endowment approaching $50,000. The committee was brought to this

bad pass by serious mismanagement on the part of the secretary, Dr. Baird,

who seems to have had no business methods.
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yet the secretary is able to report in 1893 the net assets

of the committee as $98,436.85.

Probably th^e fact that the publication cause is now so

great a success keeps some from contributing. Probably

they think that, seeing it is on such good footing, it should

devote a larger percentage of its income to benevolent

work. Whatever the cause. Dr. Hazen is worthy of all

praise for the way in which he has conducted the work.

Though not under this committee's care in any sense, it

is convenient at this point to glance at the journals of the

church, which advocate the principles, give information

concerning the work, and incite the people to a godly zeal

in behalf of the church. Of these, mention must be made
first of the weeklies—such as "The Christian Observer"

of Louisville, " The Central Presbyterian " of Richmond,
" The North Carolina Presbyterian " of Wilmington, " The
Southern Presbyterian " of Clinton, " The St. Louis Pres-

byterian," "The Southwestern Presbyterian" of New Or-

leans. There are others. These weeklies are edited with

varying degrees of ability. Each one is devoted chiefly

to building up Presbyterianism in its own region, though

striving in a more general way for the advancement of the

whole denomination, and, indeed, of the whole church

throughout the earth. The church needs sadly a consoli-

dation of some of its weeklies. It wants one great weekly,

fresh and able. As matters are, the short subscription-

lists of most of these papers forbids such a staff as the

church stands in need of.

" The Presbyterian Quarterly," edited by Dr. George

Summey, assisted by Drs. Strickler and Barnett, is pub-

lished in Richmond, Va. It is an able and scholarly pub-

lication.^

" The Union Seminary Magazine " is doing a good and

1 Its writers are drawn too largely from others, than the Southern Church,
however. The absence of publishers and the poverty so general throughout
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growing work, and coming into a larger degree of favor

with each session. It is designed to be an organ chiefly

for the faculty and students of that seminary.

The Home Mission Committee has a special organ,

" The Home Missionary," ^ through which it brings its

great causes before the people. This sheet has been

much improved of late. The Foreign Mission Committee

at Nashville issues " The Missionary," one of the ablest of

missionary publications.

The earnestness of the Assembly in the support of all

the agencies whose review we have now completed is evi-

denced by a host of practical enactments, touching the

duty of Presbyteries to incite all their churches to con-

tribute to all the causes, touching the duty of ministers to

enlighten their people on the grace and duty of giving,

touching times and modes of collections, etc.-

5. TJie Charter of tJie Assembly.

The form of the charter of the board of trustees of the

Assembly sought in 1861, obtained in 1866 from the State

of North Carolina, has already been indicated.^ It was

amended in 1871-72 so as to enable the trustees to hold

the funds which might be contributed for the relief of the

widows and children of deceased ministers, and for other

eleemosynary objects of the church. The several execu-

tive committees of the General Assembly, with the excep-

tion of the Executive Committee of Publication, have no

separate corporate existence to this day. The board of

trustees holds all the property of the General Assembly.*

the bounds of the church have not encouraged writing for publication, even
in a relatively permanent form. The review writers should be discovered

and developed.
1 Published at Atlanta, Ga.
2 Alexander's " Dipest," pp. 301-317. 3 gee Chapter IT., p. 346.
* The practical relations between the Ijoard of trustees and the com-

mittees maybe defined as follows: "When the trustees shall receive any
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6. Voluntary Agencies.

The theoretical position of the church as a whole has

been that the church, properly organized, is alone the

divinely instituted and sufficient agency for the evangeli-

zation of the world. As to societies without the church,

if they do not undertake functions which belong exclu-

sively to the church, and if their objects and methods

are morally and religiously good, they may be approved.

Accordingly the Assembly indorsed the National Bible

Society of the Confederate States, and has, since 1866,

cordially commended the American Bible Society to the

ministers and churches, and recommended contributions

to it.i

On the subject of young people's societies, missionary

societies, etc., there has of late years been much talk. The
present trend of thought is in the direction of " societies

in the church " and a part of it—that is, a perfected organ-

gift, devise, or bequest without direction from the donor as to the particular

use or charity for which it is designed, the same shall be retained by them
until the meeting of the next General Assembly. When the donor declares

the particular use and the manner of its use, the trustees shall pay over the

same to the appropriate committees."—" Minutes of 1873," p. 321.
" When a bequest has been made to the General Assembly, to be paid to

two or more of the executive committees of the church, and the terms of the

bequest do not specify the ]iroportion according to which the amount of

the bequest shall Ije divided among the committees, the boaril of trustees is

authorized and instructed to divide the amount between the several executive

committees for whom the bequest is intended according to the proportion of

the annual contribution of the churches (excluding legacies) to these com-
mittees for tlie three years next preceding the time when the amount is

divided."
—

" Minutes of 1S86," p. 55.
1 The precise attitude of the church toward this society may be clearly

seen in an excerpt from a report of a committee made to the General Assem-
bly of 1866, in regard to the church's relation to voluntary associations,

which reads as follows: "Although it is the opinion of your committee that

this society ought to be composed of representatives of different churches,

appointed througli their constitutional forms, yet as there is nothing in its

constitution to prevent the free action in every church in carrying forward

the work, and as its organization is simply for the printing and circulation

of the Holy Scriptures, your committee recommends its countenance and
support."

—" Minutes of 1866," p. 38.
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ization with every member of the church in such relation

to the whole rest of the members as to be brought to work

and to do his work. The trend is against " societies in the

church but not a part of it''—societies which straddle this

and other denominations, or which cannot be made to

express Presbyterianism. The church believes that the

Lord Jesus Christ is King, that his people are his servants,

not his confidential advisers, and that the future of the

church will be brighter just in proportion as the church

follows the plan of the Bible church.^

1 Compare Dr. C. R. Vaughan's article in the " Presbyterian Quarterly,"

July, 1893.



CHAPTER IV.

CHANGES IN THE CONSTITUTION AND LIFE OF THE
CHURCH.

I. TJic Doctrine.

It will be remembered that the Constituting Assembly-

declared *' that the Confession of Faith, the Longer and

Shorter Catechisms, the Form of Government, the Book
of Discipline, and the Directory of Worship," which to-

gether made up the constitution of the Presbyterian

Church in the United States of America, were " the con-

stitution of the Presbyterian Church in the Confederate

States of America."

The church has continued well satisfied with her Con-

fession of Faith. Such changes as have been made at all

have touched only the accidents of the Creed. With the

heart and soul of the Westminster Confession the church

has been so well pleased that while other churches are

trying to tear the very liver out of it, this church has been

attempting to anchor herself more securely to it. Accord-

ing to the mother-church's Adopting Act of 1/88, the

Form of Government and Discipline and the Confession of

Faith as then ratified were to continue to be the constitu-

tion and the confession of faith and practice, unless two

thirds of the Presbyteries under the care of the General

Assembly should propose alterations or amendments, and

such alterations should be agreed to and enacted by the

General Assembly.^

1 Baird's " Digest," p. 36, $ 16.

410
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In the Assembly of 1861 an overture was presented

proposing to make it much more difficult to change the

constitution. It was referred to the Committee on Revi-

sion, and does not appear to have come before a sub-

sequent Assembly. It was an exaggerated statement of

the real position of the church. The part of the overture

relating to the Confession the church was probably ready

for in 1 86 1, but it was not ready for that touching changes

in the Form of Government. However, the church rested

with the Adopting Act of 1788 until 1883, when the As-

sembly requested all the Presbyteries under its care to

send up answers to the following questions to the next

Assembly: "Shall Chapter VII. of the Form of Govern-

ment be amended by adding a third section to read as

follows: ' III. Amendments to the Confession of Faith and

to the Catechism of this church may be made only upon

the recommendation of one Assembly, the concurrence of

at least three fourths of the Presbyteries, and the enact-

ment of the same by a subsequent Assembly'?"^ A
large majority of the Presbyteries returned an affirmative

answer, whereupon the Assembly of 1884 resolved " that

this amendment be and is hereby enacted as paragraph 3,

Chapter VII., Form of Government."

^

During the years 1885-86 inclusive, the new paragraph

was itself amended by adding to it the following words,

viz. :
" This paragraph shall be amended or altered only

in the way in which itself provides for amendment of

the Confession of Faith and the Catechism of the church."

Thus had the old method of amending the Confession

been superseded by a more tedious one. A similar but

more moderate change had been meanwhile wrought in

the method of amending the Form of Government.

While the formal development of the Creed has been

1 " Minutes of 1883," p. 50. 2 " Minutes of 1884," p. 248.
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next to nothing, it is believed that in a thorough-going

comprehension of the great truths of revelation embodied

in the Confession, and in their elaboration and defense, the

Southern Presbyterian Church has taken no mean part.

To prove that such is the case it is only necessary to

mention the works of such great masters in theology and

kindred departments of study as those of Drs. J. H. Thorn-

well and R. L. Dabney. Dabney has irradiated with the

torch of thinking genius almost every phase of theol-

ogy, anthropology, and soteriology ; and Thornwell, with a

chaste splendor of diction, has illuminated by a marvelous

insight many of the perplexing problems in theology and

in anthropology. Besides, there are many stars whose

shining had been counted brilliant but for these suns. In

the department of exegetical theology Dr. W. W. Moore
is justly held in high esteem by the church.

2. TJie Polity.

The church undertook to revise its Form of Government

and Book of Discipline as early as 1861. The Constitut-

ing Assembly appointed a very able committee for the

purpose, and instructed it to report to the next Assembly.

The church's sense of the need of revising these parts of

its Standards is well expressed in the first report which the

committee was able to make as to its work. That report

says

:

The committee are deeply impressed with the desirableness of our possess-

ing as a church a more scientific statement of the Scripture doctrine of church

government than is found in our present form. The subject has been largely

discussed and the doctrine much developed in various directions since our

present form was adopted, and the book is no longer abreast of the advanced

stage of the doctrine as it is actually held among us. For example : the

book does not contain any statement of what are the radical principles of our

system, except a very imperfect one, introduced in a mere footnote. Again,

our doctrine of the courts receives no adequate presentation, nor is anything

found in the book respecting the iluties in full of the dilTerent office-bearers.
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Again, the evangelist does not appear in any part of the book, except in a

clause appended to the chapter on ordination, and in the general reference

made to that most important office in the chapter on missions. Then, again,

the method prescribed in the book for setting apart ruling elders and deacons

without the imposition of hands is clearly unscriptural ; and the remarkable

omission cries aloud for the consideration of the church, l

It was owing to the vicissitudes of war that this report

was not made until 1864. Along with it was handed the

draft of the revision so far as the committee had proceeded

—the Rules of Parliamentary Order and Canons of Dis-

cipline. Two years later the committee's work on the

Form of Government was completed. Their report was

adopted and sent down to the Presbyteries. A very large

majority of the Presbyteries informed the Assembly of

1867 of their appreciation of the labors of the Committee

of Revision, asked to have the results of their labors saved,

but emphatically declined to adopt the revision.

There was a great diversity of views with reference to

the proposed changes. The committee was therefore dis-

continued.- The church, however, was not satisfied with

the old Form of Government and Discipline. During the

years 1869—73 another eflfort to secure a revision was

made ; but this efTort, too, and for .reasons which caused

the previous failure, was destined to prove a miscarriage.

The results, nevertheless, were again stored in the archives

of the Assembly.^

Finally, between the years 1876-79 inclusive, the suc-

cessful efTort was made. A revision was accomplished

which met, to a degree, the want of the church as indi-

cated in the report of the committee in 1864. The revi-

sion is on the whole a very worthy work. Had the only

result been the erasure of the unscripturally broad de-

1 " Minutes of 1864," p. 24. 2 " Minutes of 1867," pp. 149 fT.

3 " Minutes of 1869," pp. 377 fT., and p. 396; 1870, pp. 518 ff. ; 1873,

p. 328.
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markation between the minister and ruling elder which

the old book made, it had been justified; but the new
makes a fairly adequate statement of the ruling elder's

rights and duties. It brings out with greatly increased

clearness the deacon's duties and relations, and magnifies

his ofiice after a biblical fashion. It recognizes at least

quasi deaconesses, which is a step in the right direction.

If women had always been accorded the privilege of so

serving the church, there might be less of obnoxious

womanism among the churches to-day. It articulately

asserts that the church is the " agency which Christ has

ordained for the edification and government of his people,

for the propagation of the faith, and the evangelization of

the world." As this is the biblical and correct position,

the church was doing much to become able to take subse-

quently the correct attitude toward the hosts of partial

substitutes for the church which well-meaning but precipi-

tate, rash, and irreverent men have proposed.

Some amendments to the paragraph on the evangelist

might well be made, however. The church is somewhat

hampered by the limited powers accorded this officer in

the foreign field.

The revised book is more distinctly Presbyterian, and

issued from a more solid conviction oijure divino Presby-

terianism, than the old book. Occasional but not substan-

tive amendments to the revised book have been made
from time to time since its adoption.

Of the men who have watched and directed the devel-

opment of church polity, special mention must be made
of the names of Drs. J. H. Thornwell, B. M. Palmer, and

T. E. Peck. To Thornwell is due credit for the full recog-

nition of the rights of the ruling elder. Palmer has kept be-

fore the church the truth that the tenet of the headship of

Christ involves the doctrine of the sufficiency of the or-
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dained church and the impiety of any substitution therefor.

Dr. Peck and Dr. Vaughan have done special service in

bringing to light the functions of the diaconate.

3. The Worship.

The external worship of the church has changed but

little. Here and there in the church there is an observa-

ble tendency toward a less simple worship ; and respon-

sive readings and prayers in which the congregations take

oral part, elaborate and unworshipful music, etc., come into

vogue. This is very rare.

In 1864—65 Colonel J. T. L. Preston, of Lexington, Va.,

and others endeavored to have introduced into the Direc-'

tory of Worship " a few Scriptural and well-considered

forms of prayer, requiring responses on the part of the

congregation, the use of such forms to be optional on the

part of the pastors." The attempt met with overwhelm-

ing defeat; and though repeated in 1872, it found its

Waterloo in the same year. This has been the most

prominent effort looking toward a liturgy. Mention may,

however, be made of the efifort to have " a directory of

the oblations" prepared, in 1868, and of that to have a

burial service prepared, in 1880. But the tendency to-

ward forms of worship has been very small, unless you

see in the desire to revise the old Directory unrest with

its simplicity, which is not very probably true.

As early as 1864 inquiry was made as to whether it

was then expedient to revise the Directory of Worship.

The work was never undertaken, however, in earnest till

1879, ^t which time the revision of the Form of Gov-

ernment and the Book of Discipline had been completed.

The Assembly of 1879 appointed an able committee, which

was once reconstituted, was succeeded by an equally able

committee, which in its turn was reconstituted. This
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committee gave place in 1892 to a new committee, the

work of which, as modified by the last Assembly's criti-

cism, is now in the hands of the Presbyteries, for their

reception or rejection, and will probably be adopted.

The revised Directory remains entirely a directory. It

is not more a book of prescribed forms than before. Its

superiority over the old is in its more copious suggestions,

especially about the public profession of religion by new
converts and about administering baptism.

The church has shown a praiseworthy zeal in improving

its selections of hymns and Psalms.^

It is believed that the spirit of worship has not declined

during the church's independent history. There seems,

on the contrary, evidence to prove that it has deepened,

that worship is viewed more as something which is ex-

pressed by the output of the life. To illustrate: Giving

as an act of worship is kept in the forefront of the church

to-day. Dr. T. E. Peck had this burden, also, of the Lord

for his people and students. This instance is typical.

Worship is regarded generally as intended service.

The meaning and nature of the sacraments have been

kept in tolerable clearness before the people.- The pro-

priety of special prayer and fasting on occasion has con-

tinued to be the common belief.''' But it must be said

that the church's attitude toward the Sabbath is not

worthy. Her great teachers and her courts ha\'e uttered

no uncertain sound. Few churches have had such stanch

1 It revised its " Hymn-Book" between 1861 and 1866; revised and pub-

lished its " Hymn and Tune Book" by 1873. In 1882, as many of the con-

gregations had begun to use tlie " Hymns and Tunes " of Dr. C. S. Robinson,

tlie Assenil)ly placed its imprimatur on that book. (Alexander's " Digest,"

PP- 357-360.) The Assembly of 1893 gave a similar indorsement and
a)iproval to Dr. R. P. Kerr's " The Hymns of the Ages." (" Minutes of

1^93." P- 1 5-)

2 Alexander's " Digest," pj). 345-354.
3 Uml., pp. 355, 356.
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defenders of the Sabbath.^ But the Sunday newspapers,

Sunday mails, and Sunday railroad trains, etc., have had

an influence as potent as pernicious ; and the protests

which the church courts and preachers have made against

Sabbath desecration are monuments of very considerable

dereliction in respect to Sabbath observances on the part

of the church-members.2 Nor can a church long main-

tain its worshipfulness after losing its reverence for the

day especially set apart of God for the purpose of his

worship.

Family worship has not made considerable advance-

ment, but the church diligently inculcates the duty, and

some progress is observable.

4. TJie Social and Moral Life of the ChiircJi.

It is the common observation that war and pestilence

are followed by general ungodliness. A priori it would

be expected that man would be sobered by the destruc-

tion of his fellows, and led to set his affections on God by
the evident instability and insufficiency of all creature ex-

istence ; that he would flee from the carnage and chaos

around him and make for the source of all beauty and

order. But it is not so. The harrowed inhabitants of the

land cut up and devastated by war are apt to betray a

fondness for trifling and belittling amusements, and a

slavish grasping for the meanest muniments of temporal

good.

If we do not find a strong tendency to worldly amuse-

ments and to dishonest business methods in the South

during and after the Civil War, and during the horrible

period of reconstruction, we shall therein remark a nota-

1 " Minutes of 1863," pp. 16, 164; 1878, pp. 628, 641 ff.

2 " Minutes of 1890," p. 91 ; 1893, p. 73 et passim.
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ble strength of character, a wonderful work of God's grace

in the hearts of his people.

Were we disposed to reconstruct history, as many
writers seem inclined, from a literal acceptance of the

protests which the church has from time to time made
against these forms of sin, it would be easy to set forth a

very gloomy view of the social and moral condition of the

Southern Presbyterians during the decade 1860—70. But

the principle which forbids our seeing, through the pro-

tests against concubinage on the part of the priesthood of

the church from 400 to 1200, anything but universal un-

cleanness, permits us to see much of the highest Chris-

tian virtue in the life of the Southern Church during the

decade named.

The Assembly of 1865 felt called upon to speak con-

cerning the prevalence of fashionable amusements and

social recreations in the following strain

:

The Assembly expresses itself with more earnestness on this whole sub-

ject because of the disposition which is observed in all parts of our borders

to run into the inordinate indulgence of worldliness, at this time, in forget-

fulness of the mighty chastenings of God which are even yet upon us, and

because we see members of our churches and our beloved baptized youth, in

forgetfulness of the covenant of God which is upon them, carried away with

the world's delusions, to the subversion of the divine influence of the sanct-

uary, and to the neglect of the interests of their souls, l

Again, in 1869, in response to an overture from the

Rev. Dr. R. L. Dabney, the Assembly " earnestly and

solemnly enjoined " upon all the sessions and Presbyteries

under its care the absolute necessity of enforcing the

discipline provided in our constitution against offenses

—

under the word offenses including the attendance by our

members upon theatrical exhibitions and performances,

and promiscuous dancings, against intemperance, and

availing themselves of the expedients for evading pecu-

1 " Minutes of 1865," p. 362.
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niary obligations now permitted by the legislation of the

country in such a manner as cannot be justified by a con-

science enlightened by the Spirit and the Word of God,

and must dishonor the cause of Jesus Christ.^

These vigorous representations and protests against the

evils specified are proofs indeed of their mournful preva-

lence, but are proofs as well of the fact that there was a

large and influential element in the church most watch-

ful against them. It is a marvel that the people of the

church kept from frivolity and corruptness as they did.

Few conquered people have experienced such a complete

overturning of social conditions. A people of as great

comfort and frugal plenty as any people on the globe en-

joyed, perhaps, were thrown into the hardest conditions,

and had a long, difficult struggle for existence. That they

did not grow reckless and fall into bestial misanthropy and

misotheism is the highest proof at once of their own virtue

and God's goodness to them. Southern Presbyterians of

to-day and the future may take a just delight in the hero-

ically Christian character of the living in those early years

of the church.

But not even with changed conditions and a country

again prosperous has the church been free from a struggle

on these subjects of dancing, card-playing, and dancing-

schools. The church in Atlanta, Ga., was greatly racked

in the effort to discipline such offenses in 1877—80. And
throughout the church till to-day sessions and pastors

have had to fight. Money-grabbing, gambling in stocks,

futures, etc., have come to be fearful and prevalent evils

among worldlings, and even among professing Christians

throughout the nation. The territory of the Southern

Presbyterian Church is not exempt. The church even has

a share of those who worship mammon. And, further-

1 " Minutes of 1869," p. 390.



420 rilE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIANS. [Chap. iv.

more, these evils have brought other evils in their train

—

restlessness, thirst for exciting amusements, morally un-

healthy living. These evils are naturally more widespread

than the first class. Especially is this true in the larger

cities. Nor have the church rulers in all cases fought well.

Discipline is hard to administer—as hard to give as to re-

ceive. The church authorities have in many cases shirked.

Other social and moral evils which the church has had

to battle with—to a limited extent among her communi-
cants, to a greater extent among her baptized non-com-

municants, and especially among the worldlings about her

—are intemperance and liquor-selling, ordinary gambling,

and profanity. The church has bewailed and protested

against profanity as a national sin of huge dimensions, has

fought it in the pulpit, and has to a considerable degree

lived out her horror of this sin.^ She has fought gambling

manfully, rating it as essentially robbery and leading gen-

erally to temporal ruin.- As an instance of the stand

made by the church, reference may be made to the heroic,

drastic, and effective measures against the New Orleans

lottery by Dr. B. M. Palmer, culminating with the retire-

ment of the company with the end of the year 1893 from

the United States.

The church has been strong in its support of temper-

ance, though consistently with its Standards it has refused

to espouse a political party as an advance movement in its

onslaught on intemperance. Its genuine attitude toward

the question is brought out in a paper adopted by the

Assembly of 1892, which is as follows:

Whereas, we recognize the liquor traffic as an aggressive enemy to the

home, the church, and the state, an alarming menace to the Christian Sab-

bath, and a powerful obstacle to the work of establishing Christ's kingdom
in foreign lands ; and

Whereas, " Sin is any want of conformity unto or transgression of the

I " Minutes of 1862," p. 36. 2 //;/;/., p. 38.
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law of God," and a failure to manifest disapproval of, or opposition to, a

prevailing evil is a sin of omission ; therefore.

Resolved, That we reaffirm the deliverances and testimony of our church,

made in 1891, on the subject of temperance, the liquor traffic, and abstinence

from intoxicants as a beverage, and we bear our testimony against the estab-

lishing and promoting the traffic in intoxicant liquors as the fruitful source

of sin, crime, and misery. 1

This Stand was taken against " the liquor traffic " as it

is, of course, and is approvable.

The attitude of the church toward lynching and other

forms of mob law is one of steady opposition. Her people

recognize the extreme provocation which has occasioned

so much mob violence in the Southern States—the insuf-

ficient penalties affixed by our statutes to such crimes as

rape and arson, and the tardy execution of such law as we
have, or their damnable evasions. Southern Presbyterians

recognize the great provocations ; nevertheless, they theo-

retically and in general practice deprecate at once the

provocatives and the outbursts of mob violence. They
preach and live commonly against it.

Brighter illustrations of Christian living than are found

in Southern Presbyterian homes exist nowhere.

1 " Minutes of 1892," p. 462.



CHAPTER V.

THE RELATION OF THE CHURCH TO OTHER BODIES.

" If any man say, I love God, and hateth his brother,

he is a Har : for he that loveth not his brother whom he

hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?"^

The Presbyterian family of churches has been wont to

recognize brethren in the numerous evangelical churches

throughout the world. These churches have been dis-

tinguished for a liberality of posture toward the other

branches of the Church of God in pleasing contrast to the

exclusive claims of the majorities in the Episcopal and

Baptist communions. And this posture toward the rest

of the Christian world is of such importance as affecting

the true unity of the Church of God in its opposition to

the world that it deserves particular and careful treatment

in the history of any church.

Having set forth, therefore, the origin and the historic

development of the Southern Church, external and in-

ternal—its growth in numbers and external means and

muniments, and its growth in doctrine, polity, and life

—

it becomes our duty to show how the church has lived

with her neighbor churches.

But before doing this we propose to set forth the re-

lations which this church has maintained with the state.

These relations are not less important than the foregoing.

If a church be united with a ci\-il government, one of two

things, as history establishes, invariably follows : the church

becomes supreme and uses the state as its servant, thus

1 I John iv. 20.

422
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employing means and methods which God's Word forbids
;

or the state becomes supreme and prostitutes the Church

of God to its own service.

Some dreamers to-day talk about christianizing the

state. This can hardly be done before the millennium.

Atheists, infidels, Jews, and hosts of other Antichrist men,

are too frequent in this country to have a state essentially

Christian in its form of constitution and laws. The con-

stitution of our state may and should be theistic, but not

Christian. Hence, the true relation between the church

and the state should be that of respectful and friendly

independence.

I. The Noii-Seciila7' Character of the CJiurcJi : Its Re-

lations with the State.—The reader will remember that in

the "Address to all the Churches of Jesus Christ through-

out the Earth," issued by the Constituting Assembly of

1 86 1, it was distinctly affirmed that the church and state

occupied provinces entirely distinct, and should in no wise

intermeddle one with the other. And the theory that

these two ordinances of God should remain in friendly

and respectful and mutually helpful but entire independ-

ence, has remained the theory of the Southern Presbyterian

Church—a theory which on the whole it has maintained

well in practice. In a pastoral letter issued by the Assem-
bly of 1865, and setting forth the relation of the cluirch to

the governme7it of tJie country, these words occur:

During the prevalence of this war, " the higher powers " actually bearing

rule over most of our bounds, and to which, under the Word of God, we
were required to be "subject," were the government of the Confederate

States and those of the several States constituting it. By the event of the

war the first hcs been overthrown ; and the second, as constituents thereof,

are changed. The " higher powers " now bearing rule over us are con-

fessedly the government of the United States and those existing in the States

wherein we reside. The rightfulness of these several authorities, and to

which of them the allegiance of our people as citizens was or is primarily

due, are matters upon which a judicatory of the church has no right to pro-



424 ^'^^^' SOUrilERX PRESBYTERIANS. [Chap. v.

nounce judgment. The relations of the Church of Christ to civil govern-

ments is not onQ de Jtin', hvii Je /ado. As right and good, or wrong and

wicked, they rise and fall by the agency and permission of God's providence.

In eitiier case the attitude of the church toward them is essentially tlie same.

As long as they stand and are acknowledged, ol^edience is to be enjoined as

a duty, factious resistance condemned as a sin ; but in regard to conflicts

between existing governments, or as to movements in society, peaceful or

otherwise, to efTect political changes, the church as such has no more con-

trol over them than it has over the polls of the country. If it has authority

to uphold on the one side, it has equal authority to condemn on the other

;

if to suppress a political movement, then also to instigate it. In truth it has

neither ; and to assert the contrary is to corrupt the church in its principles,

forever embroil it with the strifes of the world, and plunge it headlong into

ruin.

Under these views, and considering the extraordinary conflict through

which the country has passed, as well as the extraordinary circumstances in

which it is now placed, it is incumbent upon us to exhort you, brethren, to

obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves ; fulfill with

scrupulous fidelity all your obligations to the government of the land, remem-

bering the duty of this compliance, "not only for wrath, but for conscience'

sake." For so is the will of God, that with well-doing you may put to

silence the ignorance of foolish men.^

In the report of the Committee on Foreign Correspond-

ence, adopted by the Assembly of 1866, are found the

following words

:

The old conflict for the spirituality and independence of the church is, to

the amazement of many, renewed in our day and upon our own continent.

The battle fought generations ago by the Melvilles, Gillespies, and Hender-

sons of Scotland is reopened with singular violence, and the old banner is

again floating over us with the historic inscription, " For Christ's Covenant

and Crown." Upon no one subject is the mind of this Assembly more
clearly ascertained, upon no one doctrine is there a more solid and perfect

agreement among those whom this Assembly represents, than the non-sec-

ular and non-]5olitical character of the Church of Jesus Christ. \\'hatever

ambiguous or indiscreet expressions may have lieen extorted under pressure

of extraordinary excitement from individuals among us, the Assembly of this

church deliberately reaffirms the testimony given in the solemn "Address to

the Churches of Jesus Christ throughout the Earth," issued in 1S61, during

its session in the city of Augusta.2

1 " Minutes of 1865," pp. 382 ff.

2 The very words of the letter, beginning with "The pny.'inccs of the

(huich and state are perfectly distinct,'''' and ending with the words "/'« the

7i'oiid of tnatter," are quoted. See chapter ii., this sketch, p. 349.
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[This address] commits us to the maintenance and defense of the crown

rights of the Redeemer, whether, on the one hand, they be usurped by the

state, or whether, on the other, they be renounced by any portion of God's

professing people. Summoned thus in the providence of God to contend for

the same principles for which our martyr fathers of the Scottish Reformation

testified even to the death, and which the fathers of the Southern Presbyte-

rian Church labored so earnestly to secure, and rejoiced in having obtained

their full recognition by the civil government in America, it would be most

happy if all those in the different branches of the Presbyterian family who
are called to renew the protest could be united in one homogeneous body

for the reassertion of Christ's regal supremacy in and over his spiritual

kingdom, the church. The scattered testimony of individual witnesses would

deepen in intensity if gathered into one volume and rolled against those who
would place the crown of Jesus upon the head of Csesar. In view of all

which, this Assembly would tender the hand to all who are of like mind with

us as to the doctrines of grace and as to the order and discipline of God's

house, that as one compacted church we may oppose a break-water against

the current that is sweeping from its moorings our common Protestantism,

until the doctrine of the church as a free and spiritual commonwealth shall

regain its ascendency, not only over the Presbyterian but over the whole

American Protestant mind.l

1 " Minutes of 1866," pp. 30 fF. Compare the letter of the Synod of

Kentucky. This letter to the General Assembly contemplating union was
written in 1867. It set forth the principles of the Synod. The General
Assembly, in giving it a place upon its records, assured the Synod of its

" substantial agreement " therewith. It contained the following words :

"It is therefore not only incompetent to the church courts, but positively

a perversion of the truth, that they shall assume to consider any questions

than those v/hich relate to the government, order, and discipline of Christ's

visible kingdom, or to determine these on grounds aside from the Word of

God, or to speak in Christ's name and by his authority, otherwise than to

the faith and conscience of his people, concerning things to be obeyed as en-

joined by the law of Christ. . . . The church has manifestly no commission
either to discharge any functions of the state, or to direct, advise, or assist

the state. . . . Therefore the attempt on the part of the tribunals of the

church to exercise the authority thus delegated to them by Christ in deter-

mining questions merely secular, concerning which his Word makes no such
determination, is to usurp the prerogative of the church's divine Master; and
practically to obscure to the faith of his people the doctrine of his kingly

office. . . . Hence this Synod and its Presbyteries have steadfastly protested

against and resisted the assumption of authority by the church courts to

advise, direct, and assist the civil government in its policy by the exercise of

their spiritual authority, or to interpose the power of the spiritual sword for

enforcing any theories of social organization, or theories of labor, or political

theories, or to direct men as citizens in the choice of their civil polity. . . .

"As to the functions and sphere of the General Assembly and other courts,

they have maintained, and desired to have it recognized as the accepted
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Concerning the relation of the church to the institution

of slavery, the "Address to the Churches of Jesus Christ

throughout the Earth " had set forth as the church's

position that the policy of slavery's existence or non-ex-

istence was a question which exclusively belonged to the

state ; that the church had no right to enjoin it as a duty,

or to condemn it as a sin.^ In the pastoral of 1865 the

church affirmed that the address referred to "contains the

only full and unambiguous and deliberate and authorita-

tive exposition of our views in regard to this matter"; it

reaffirmed " its whole doctrine to be that of Scripture and

reason." After quoting at length from the Address, the

pastoral letter of 1865 goes on to say:

This relation is now overthrown, suddenly and violently : whether justly

or not justly, in wrath or in mercy, for weal or for woe, let history and the

Judge of all the earth decide. But there are two considerations of vital in-

terest which still remain. One is that while the existence of slavery may, in

its civil aspect, be regarded as a settled question, an issue now gone, yet the

lawfulness of the relation as a question of social morality and Scriptural

truth has lost nothing of its importance. When we solemnly declare to you,

brethren, that the dogma which asserts the inherent sinfulness of this rela-

tion is unscriptural and fanatical, that it is condemned not only by the Word
of God but by the voice of the church in all ages, that it is one of the most

pernicious heresies of modern times, that its countenance by the church is a

just cause of separation from it (i Tim. vi. 1-5), we have surely said enough

to warn you from this insidious error as from a fatal shore.2

Such were the " well-considered and formal views of

the church " up to 1870. The church has, however, once

or twice—and according to the judgment of her critics,

interpretation, that the constitution of the church assigns to the General

Assembly no function to the end that it may counsel, direct, or assist the

civil government. . . . That neither does the constitution assign to the

Assembly any authority to consider and determine either questions of the

policy of the state touching its citizens, or the duties of the citizens as such,

in respect of the policy of the state; or questions between differefit interpre-

tations of the Federal constitution."
—"Minutes of 1867," pp. 183 fT.

1 "Minutes of i860," pp. 55 fT. See pp. 344 ff. of chapter ii. for a full

statement of the church's position in 1861, in its own terms.

2 "Minutes of 1865," p. 3S5.
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several times—been inconsistent in practice with her

formal views. The following instances of real or appar-

ent transgression may be found from her records.

In the Narrative of the state of religion in 1862 it is

said

:

All the Presbyteries which have reported dwell upon the absorbing topic

of the war in which we are now engaged. . . . [Again] All the presbyterial

Narratives, without exception, mention the fact that their congregations have

evinced the most cordial sympathy with the people of the Confederate States

in their efforts to maintain their cherished rights and institutions against the

despotic power which is attempting to crush them. Deeply convinced that

this struggle is not alone for civil rights and property and home, but also

for religion, for the church, for the gospel, for existence itself, the churches

in our connection have freely contributed to its prosecution of their substance,

their prayers, and above all of their members, and the beloved youths of

their congregations. They have parted without a murmur with those who
constitute the hope of the church, and have bidden them go forth to the

support of this great and sacred cause, with their benedictions and with their

supplications for their protection and success. The Assembly desires to

record, with its solemn approval, this fact of the unanimity of our people in

supporting a contest to which religion as well as patriotism now summons
the citizens of this country, and to implore for them the blessing of God in

the course they are now pursuing. [Again] We are constrained, however,

to call the attention of the churches to the fact mentioned by some of the

Presbyteries, that the absorbing interest of the struggle, in which we are

contending for everything dear to man, is having some influence in lessening

in the minds of God's people a sense of their spiritual obligations.!

The report on theological seminaries of the same year

says

:

We distinctly recognize the right of the state to claim the services of any

or all of her citizens in this time of need. We also acknowledge it a privi-

lege as well as a plain duty for our people to pledge each other, and the gov-

ernment of their choice, their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor,

in united effort to drive back the invaders of our soil and the enemies of our

institutions. Yet when and where this necessity does not exist we think

that our candidates can better serve their generation, and do more for their

country, by diligently preparing to preach the gospel.

2

1 "Minutes of 1862," pp. 21 ff.

2 Ibid., p, 9.
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Somewhat similar faults were made in the pastoral let-

ter of 1862, and in the Narrative of 1863.1

The Narrative of 1864 contains these words:

One and another message has come to us from tlie field of deadly strife,

filling our minds with the deepest solicitude, urging us to more united prayer,

and inspiring us with profound gratitude to God for the repeated repulses of

our insolent and cruel foe. . . .

Our enemies have evinced a settled determination to prosecute their enter-

prises of guilt and horror in the face of all the disastrous consequences which

must ensue from this insane attempt to subjugate and destroy us. . . .

The wonderful work of grace in our armies presents tl>e strongest encour-

1 In the pastoral letter of 1862 it is said: "We have been called on to

witness the desolations of the land, and to mourn over the waste places of

Zion, created by the havoc of war ; and from all our churches we hear the

report that the ranks of the armies of our national independence are crowded
with the noblest of our brethren and witli the choicest of our youth, who have
rushed to the rescue of the republic, driven by the impulses of patriotism,

and in obedience to the call of God and of our country. But our hearts turn

with special solicitude toward the noble youth of our congregations who have
gone from our midst to this bloody contest for national life and independ-
ence. . . .

" We honor you for your self-denial and patriotic zeal ; we would love to

see you become the honored instruments in God's hands in leading sinners

to the Saviour. ... In you are wrapped all the hopes of our church and
country. With the solution of the question, What are you to become? will

be determined the problem of our national glory or shame, and that of the

success and usefulness of the church in our beloved land. We tremble for

you as we see you drawn away by the duties of patriotism from the constant

use of the means of grace and divine influence of the sanctuary. We sympa-
thize with you as you endure fatigue and sickness in camp, as you engage in

the life-struggle on the sanguinary field, and as you consecrate everything

dear on earth on the altar of patriotic duty."
—"Minutes of 1862," pp. 35 ff.

The Narrative of 1863 says: "During the period which has elapsed since

the last annual session of this body, our unhappy country has been the thea-

ter of a war unexampled, perhaps, in the scope of its operations, of the vast

numbers engaged, and of the pitiless barbarity with which it has l)een con-

ducted on the part of our invaders. The blood of our lirethrcn, our fathers,

and our children, unjustly and untimely slain, cries to Heaven. A consider-

able poition (if our territory is in possession of the enemy, and all communi-
cation with the churches emliraced in those districts must for tlie time be
suspended. We look forward with a cheerful confidence to a renewal of our

relations to those churches, when, by the favor of God, the enemy shall have

been expelled. We commend these afflicted brethren to your sympathies

and your jirayers. It is to us matter of devout gratitude to Almighty God
that he has so often and so signally baftled the efforts of our enemies to effect

our subjugation, and that he has vouchsafed to our arms victories so repeated

and so wonderful."
—

".Minutes of 1863," p. 155.
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agement to the praying people at home, and has phiced the seal of the divine

approbation upon our righteous cause. . . .

The reports of all our Presbyteries indicate an increasing interest in the

spiritual welfare of our colored population. The long-continued agitations

of our adversaries have wrought within us a deeper conviction of the divine

appointment of domestic servitude, and have led to clearer comprehensions

of the duties we owe to the African race. We hesitate not to affirm that it

is the peculiar mission of the Southern Church to conserve the institution of

slavery, and to make it a blessing both to master and slave. We could not,

if we would, yield up these four millions of immortal beings to the dictates

of fanaticism and the menace of military power. We distinctly recognize the

inscrutable Power which brought this benighted people into our midst, and

we shall feel that we have not discharged our soleinn trust until we have used

every effort to bring them under the saving influence of the gospel of Christ. "^

During the period between the close of the war and

1870 there was a great controversy in the country, upon

the spirituality and independence of the church as the

visible kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ upon the earth.

And in order that the mass of her membership might know
clearly the past witness of the church as to her inde-

pendence, and the proper testimony for the future, the

Assembly of 1870 instructed the Committee of Publication

to issue in tract form the public official utterances of the

Assemblies in relation thereto."

This publication, together with the repeated charge

that the church had not maintained an attitude of inde-

pendence toward the Confederacy, was the occasion of

the Assembly's reviewing in 1875-76 its witness as to the

non-political character of the church, and formally setting

forth its testimony once again. The Assembly of 1876

recited the church's testimony concerning its own non-

secular and non-political character, delivered from 1861

to 1867 inclusive. It extracted from the minutes practi-

cally the entire body of expressions alleged to be incon-

1 " Minutes of 1864," p. 293.
2 Compare " Minutes of 1870," p. 542.
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sistent with the aforc-mentioned declarations.^ By way
of comment on these two classes of extracts, it affirmed

:

It will be seen that the doctrine announced and maintained by the Assem-
bly, on the relations of the church to the state, is not, as has often been

charged, the unscriptural and impracticable idea that the church and Chris-

tian people, as such, have no duties to perform toward the state. True, the

Assembly denies the right of the church courts to interfere with the domain

of Ca;sar by legislating on purely political cjuestions ; but at the same time it

has the right to enjoin those duties which the citizen confessedly owes to the

commonwealth. ... As long as states stand and are acknowledged, obe-

dience—that is, submission and obedience in all things not sinful—is to be

enjoined as a duty; factious resistance to be condemned as a sin. . . .

In 1861, at the time of its organization, the Assembly found its members
placed under the civil authority of the Confederate Government and that of

the respective States which constituted it. The governments. State and Con-

federate, were established and generally acknowledged within our respective

bounds. The United States Government was known to us only as one with

which the Confederate Government was at war, and by which it was menaced

by land and by sea. Under these circumstances, and in accordance with the

above principles, our Assembly recognized " the powers that be," and which

are " ordained of God over us," to be those of the government of the Con-

federate States and of the respective States confederated in it. Hence it was

simply carrying out its own principles and the doctrines of the Word of God
when it taught the citizens and the soldiers to discharge toward these high

civil authorities the duties which the Scriptures enjoin toward " the powers

that be," and when it made " intercession for all that are in authority." . . .

So far as any action of that kind goes, and to that extent, there is nothing

that offends against the principles set forth in our formal declarations.

In the Narrative of 1862 there is a single clause A'hich demands a criticism.

The situation of the Southern country was known to be one of extreme peril.

The war, if successful on the part of the United States, involved not only the

destruction of the Confederate Government, but the forfeiture of the political

rights of its citizens, the overthrow of the existing domestic institutions, the

loss of property, and other evils universally dreaded. Under these circum-

stances it was right and proper for our Assembly to utter a strong declaration

of sympathy for our people, and to give a decided expression of commenda-
tion to those who were performing these acts of what they esteemed a patriotic

duty. It was substantially saying to them: "As this is to you not only a

government de facto, but also one of your own choice, we commend you for

acting faithfully and fully according to these convictions, and follow you with

our prayers." But when our Assembly intimates or implies an opinion as

1 The extracts are just those given in the immediately preceding pages of

this chapter.
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1

to whether the war referred to was justly or unjustly waged, or a decision as

to which was, in its origin and principle, the government to which the citi-

zens owed obedience, it transcends the limits of its authority. It no longer

bases its commendation upon what is defacto as to the government, or upon

the inherent right which the citizen had in defending the government of his

choice, but it assumes to decide upon the righteousness of the war. A court

of the Lord Jesus Christ has no commission to do this. It is in principle

the error we have condemned in the Northern Assembly of 1S61, and those

of other years. 1

Another alleged error is to be remarked in several forms of expression

found in the extracts which have been recited; such as :
" the war in which

we are now engaged"; " the absorbing interest of the struggle in which zve

are now contending for everything dear to man "
;
" the armies of <?//;' national

independence "
;
" the pitiless barbarity with which it [the war] has been con-

ducted on the part of our invaders " ;
" it is to us matter of devout gratitude

to Almighty God that he has so often and so signally baffled the efforts of oicr

enemies to effect our subjugation, and that he has vouchsafed to our aritis

victories so repeated and wonderful "
;
" profound gratitude to God for the

repeated repulses of our insolent and cruel foe"; " this insane attempt to

subjugate and destroy 7es."

If these expressions are to be taken in their literal sense, it should be can-

didly admitted that they are entirely out of place in a court of the Lord Jesus

Christ, and are therefore to be regretted and disapproved. They seem to

arise from a confusion of thought or a temporary forgetfulness ; at any rate,

there is a failure to discriminate between what may be properly uttered in the

character of a citizen and what may be uttered by an ecclesiastical body.

At the same time, with this admission, it may be rightly insisted that the

objection rests to a large extent upon a hypercriticism ; for it is evident that

the word "our" is here used inadvertently, and in a very general sense,

similar to the phrase " our army," or " our country," so often heard in all

ecclesiastical assemblies.

Concerning Slavery.

In the Narrative of the state of religion for 1864 two expressions concern-

ing slavery are found which may have given rise to much criticism. It is

1 " There is, however, this wide difference between the action of the two
Assemblies. The Northern not only decided a purely political question for

its own members residing within these States and Territories, confessedly

subject to the jurisdiction of the government of the United States, but it also

undertook to decide the great question for the members of our churches
residing under the de facto government of the Confederate States, and one
organized under forms of much regularity and with much unanimity ; and
undertook also to make compliance a condition of church-membership, and
to visit with discipline those who disobeyed this act of usurpation. The
Southern Assembly was never guilty of this transgression, though it may
have erred in the particular mentioned."—" Minutes of 1876," p. 294.
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proper to state, as a preliminary remark, tlnit tlicse Narratives in general are

not closely scrutinized when presented to the General Assembly, inasmuch

as they are not expected to introduce difficult or debatable points. And in

regard to the Narrative for that year, it is a well-known fact tiiat it was read

on the very eve of the final adjournment of the body, at a time when the

most exciting reports of battles occurring or impending had just reached the

place [Charlotte, N. C], and when many members, apprehensive of l)eing

cut off by military operations from a return home, were impatiently hurrying

away. If, therefore, some things may be found in this paper less carefully

expressed than could be desired, the statement just presented may account

for the fact that attention was not drawn to them. But taking them as they

are, there are a few remarks to be offered which are due to a fair understand-

ing. We notice

:

1, The expression that "domestic servitude is of divine appointment."

The essential principle of slavery is sul)mission, or su])jection to control by

the will of another. This is an essential element in every form of civil

government also, and in the family relation itself. The application of this

principle in the form of " domestic servitude" is right or wrong according

to circumstances. It is not an institution essential to the social state, and

therefore is not of universal obligation. But in certain conditions of society

it has been expressly recognized by God, permitted and appointed. See

Exodus XX. ID, 17; Exodus xxi. 7; Leviticus xxv. 44-46; Matthew v. 17;

I Timothy vi. 1-4. If it is a relation justifiable and lawful in the sight of

God, it must be in a certain sense of divine appointment, since whatever is

thus lawful implies the sanction of the law-giver. And the existence of

wrong laws and usages connected with it no more disproves the lawfulness of

the relation itself than such things disprove the lawfulness of marriage or of

civil government.

Therefore, by declaring the institution of slavery to be " of divine appoint-

ment," our Assembly must not be understood as expressing the opinion that

it was ordained of God as a positively divine and obligatory institute of soci-

ety for all communities ; but simply that as it was recognized and enforced by

the law of the Confederate States, and of the particular States. embraced in

that confederation, and was a relation existing and prevailing throughout its

boundaries, it was, in the sense of all established civil relations, a matter of

divine appointment for the time being, in the midst of tlie people of those

States.

2. It is affirmed that it was the peculiar mission of the " Southern Church

to conserve the institution of slavery."

Concerning this wc remark that tlie same form of expression is to be found

in the " Minutes of the General Assembly (New School) of 1865." In a

carefully considered paper on " The State of the Country." that Assembly

says: "God has taught us in this war that the church must conserve the

state by instructing the people in the great principles of justice, and inspiring

them to practice the same." If any one will define the sense in which it is
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proper for the church " to conserve the state," in the same sense it would be

also proper for it "to conserve the institution of slavery." It certainly is

not the duty of the church to conserve the state in the sense of dictating

what form of civil government it shall establish, how long it shall continue,

or for what causes ifshould be changed. Its duty is limited to condemning

at all times factious resistance to established civil authority, to inculcating

obedience while it remains, and those virtues by which it may be made, as

far as possible, a blessing to society. The very same applies to slavery ; and

whoever will read in its connection the expression used by our Assembly,

must see that such is the sense there intended by that word, namely, to secure

from this relation and arrangement, as it existed, the greatest practicable

amount of good for all classes of society, and thus "make it a blessing both

to master and slave." This we know was the sense intended by the writer

of the Narrative, now settled as an acceptable minister in connection with the

Northern Assembly, and we have no doubt it was the sense in which the

Assembly adopted it.

It has been widely proclaimed that our Assembly meant by the word
"conserve" to assert that it was the duty of the church to perpetuate the

institution of slavery. On this point it may be remarked: {a) that no such

intended meaning is to be gathered from the context ;
{b) that such an inter-

pretation is negatived by the explicit and carefully considered statement of

our church on this point, at its first organization in 1861. {c) Even those

who have raised a clamor against us do not themselves seem to be satisfied

that the word "conserve " necessarily means to perpetuate. This is evident

from the fact that in the minutes of their General Assembly charging us with

"grievous heresy" and with "blasphemy" they repeatedly misquote, and

therefore misrepresent us. The word perpetuate is never used by our As-

sembly, but is to be found in the interpolation of its accusers. (" Minutes

of the General Assembly, North, for 1865," pp. 560 if.) {d) Finally con-

ceding, as we do, that the word "conserve " in this connection is ambiguous,

our Assembly in 1865 did all that it could be reasonably expected in the

premises to disengage itself from an ambiguous or inappropriate expression.

All that was necessary or proper was to declare that the Address of 186

1

"contains the full, unambiguous, and authoritative exposition of our views

in regard to this matter." And this was done for the special purpose of
disat'oiuing an interpretatio7t which was inconsistent with the deliberately

expressed views of our chu)-thA

Finally, the Assembly of 1876, in view of all the circum-

stances and interests involved, solemnly, in certain specific

resolutions, reaffirmed the explicit statements concerning

the non-secular character of the church, set forth in the

1 " Minutes of 1876," pp. 291-297.
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"Address to all the Churches of Jesus Christ throughout

the Earth " of 1861 ; disavowed all ambiguous and incon-

sistent expressions found upon the records as forming any

part of the well-considered, authoritative teaching of the

church; declared the meaning of the Assembly of 1864,

in speaking of conserving slavery " as of divine appoint-

ment," to have been, so far as ascertainable, " that as it

was recognized and enforced by the Confederate States,

and was an existing relation prevailing throughout its

boundaries, it was, in the sense of all established civil re-

lations, a matter of divine appointment for the time being

in the midst of the people of those States "
; and that it

was the church's duty " to secure from this relation and

arrangement, as it existed, the greatest practical amount

of good for all classes of society, and thus make it a bless-

ing both to master and slave." ^

It thus appears that if the Southern Presbyterian Church

has faltered in her testimony for the non-secular charac-

ter of the church, her falterings have been transient incon-

sistencies. Her witness for this truth has been one of her

peculiar glories. The Assembly has humbly explained and

acknowledged such mistakes as she has made. " That it

faltered at all amidst the pressure and confusion of the

times is not the surprise, but rather that it did not fall

away from the truth like others. . . . The surprise is that

it has had the grace to acknowledge before the world its

inconsistency in any transient departure. Awakening from

a terrible delirium, and finding that a false and treacher-

ous principle had, in an interval of paroxysm, stealthily

insinuated itself, it hurled it with indignation from its em-

brace, and placed its heel upon it as a deadly viper." -

It is believed that the church has continued to hold until

1 " Minutes of 1876," pp. 233, 234.
? Dr. S. S. Law.s' " Letter to the Synod of Missouri (0. S.), 1872," p. 67.
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the present the same theoretical view. In 1883, in reply

to an overture from Abingdon Presbytery, the Assembly

declared " that it is not competent for the church, in its

organic capacity, to seek the intervention of the civil pow-

ers for the accomplishment of any of the ends before it,

as a witness for the truth of God. The Assembly would

furthermore deprecate all action which might be construed

as committing the church to any alliance with associations

or societies outside of its pale for the accomplishment of

this or any other object, however worthy in itself." ' Any
apparent deviat'on from this position since 1883 will appear

on investigation to be merely apparent or unintentional.

2. Cases of Organic Union xvitJi other Ecclesiastical

Bodies.

Union with the Independent Presbyterian CJinrcJi took

*^lace in 1863. The founder of this church was the Rev.

W. C. Davis, who withdrew from the Presbyterian Church

about 1 8 1 o—a " man of a vigorous intellect, of considerable

influence among the people, and an interesting preacher,

given more to metaphysical speculation than most men,"'^

extremely tenacious of what he regarded as new discoveries,

and so unacquainted with church history as to be ignorant

that most of the beloved offspring of his mind had been

broached, advocated, exploded, and forgotten long before.

^

1 " Minutes of 1883," p. 24.

2 Howe's " History of the Presbyterian Church in South Carolina," vol. ii.,

p. 97.
3 Compare Howe's " History of the Presbyterian Church in South Caro-

lina," vol. ii., p. 158. His views were propagated orally and through his

book, " The Gospel Plan," in which the courts of the church found the follow-

ing objectionable doctrines : i. " That the active obedience of Christ consti-

tutes no part of that righteousness by which a sinner is justified ;
" 2. " That

obedience to the moral law was not required as the condition of the covenant
of works; " 3. "That God could not make Adam, or any other creature,

either holy or unholy ; . . . regeneration must be a consequence of faith
;

faith precedes regeneration ; faitli in the first act of it is not a holy act ;

"

4. " Christians may sin willfully and habitually;" 5. " If God has to plant all

the principal parts of salvation in a sinner's heart to enable him to believe,
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He had a small following, not so much of adherents to his

peculiar views as of personal friends. They perpetuated

their separate life until 1863. In that year, "upon the

cordial and hearty adoption of our confession, . . . the

only true ground on which we can receive any ecclesias-

tical body,"^ they were received into the Southern Pres-

byterian Church.^

Union xvith the United Synod of the South was the next

to be consummated. This occurred in 1864. In 1838 a

split between the Old and New School wings of the Pres-

byterian Church in the United States of America took

place. In 1857-58 the Southern contingent of the New
School body withdrew from its Assembly in the North

because the Cleveland Assembly of that body (1857) had
" adopted a paper touching the subject of slavery, that

was regarded by some of the members of the Assembly.*

as contrary to Scripture and violative of the constitution of

the church, in that it virtually made slaveholding a cause

for discipline by the church courts."'' The aggrieved

members secured a convention in Richmond, Va., during

the following August, to consider the situation. This con-

vention despaired of the cessation of the slavery agitation

in the New School Assembly ; abhorred being disciplined

for something made an ofifense neither by the Standards

nor the Bible, as well as the Assembly's high-handed and

unconstitutional measures in condemning a lower judica-

tory or individuals for any cause unless they have been

the gospel plan is quite out of his reach, and consequently does not suit his

case; and it must be inipossihle for {]od to condemn a man for unbelief, for

no just law condemns a man for not doing what he cannot do." (" Minutes
of Assembly of iSio," p. 452 f.) Mr. Davis was deposed in 1812.

1 Alexander's " Digest," ])]i. 411, 412.
2 The membership was confined to the upper parts of South Carolina and

adjacent parts of North Carolina, with York County as a center. This union

brought in four ministers, one licentiate, and about eleven country and village

churches.
3 Alexander's " Digest," p. 404.
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brought before the Assembly in the way prescribed by

the constitution ;
" and resolved to recommend the Pres-

byteries which were opposed to the slavery agitation in the

highest judicatories of the church to appoint delegates,"

to meet at Knoxville, Tenn., on the third Thursday in

May, 1858, to organize a General Synod, under the name

of " The United Synod of the Presbyterian Church in the

United States of America." Accordingly, at the time

appointed twenty- one commissioners from twelve Presby-

teries, located in four different States, met and constituted

the " United Synod." A declaration of principles which

was adopted contained among its articles one affirming

" their agreement in, and approbation of, the Standards of

the church," taken in the sense of the Adopting Act of

1 729. The Synod made an overture to the Old School

Assembly for reception into its fold ; but that body was

not disposed to receive the overture favorably. By 1863

the Old School Church of the South, however, was inclined

to the union. It was no longer suspicious of doctrinal un-

soundness in the New School, South. Indeed, it had long

been known that the New School men of the South were

never advocates of the distinctive New School doctrines,

so much as admirers of New School leaders in the North,

and protestants against the peculiar ecclesiastical moves

of the Old School men of 1837-38.

Accordingly, in 1863 committees to jointly confer as to

the basis of union were appointed, met, and with practically

entire unanimity recommended a plan of union. This plan

contained a declaration touching certain doctrines which

had formerly been grounds of debate, in order to make
clear the hearty and sincere agreement of the two bodies,

" to restore full confidence between brethren, and to honor

God's saving truth," to wit: first, concerning the fall of
man and original sin including the imputation of the guilt
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of Adam's sin ; second, cox\CQ.x\\\\\<grcgcncration; third, con-

cerning the atoiievient of Jesus Christ ; fourth, concerning the

believer''sjtistification; fifth, cox\cq.xx\\x\^ revivals; sixth, con-

cerning voluntary societies and the fnnstions of the eJiureh.

The Assembly of 1864, after a very full consideration,

expressed its belief that the approval of these propositions

by the committees of conference, and extensi\'ely on both

sides, " had served a valuable purpose, by presenting sat-

isfactory evidence of such harmony and doctrinal sound-

ness of views as might ground an honorable union" ; but

judged it most " prudent to unite on the basis of tJie exist-

ing Standards only, inasmuch as no actual necessity for

other declarations of belief in order to a happy union
"

existed. The Assembly modified the plan of union fur-

ther, " so as in every case to require the reception of the

Presbyteries under the care of the United Synod into the

Synods of this Assembly, so as to preserve the undoubted

succession of the latter." It made a few other relatively

unimportant changes, and then by a very large majority

adopted the plan thus modified. During the August fol-

lowing the United Synod unanimously adopted the plan

of union as amended and adopted by the General Assem-

bly.

This union was honorable to both parties, and has been

a source of great blessing to Southern Presbyterianism.

It was a perfectly safe union for the Old School bod}'.

The other body was sound, and even if it had not been

completely so, the seminaries for the ministry were to be

in the hands of Old School men, for the whole church.^

In 1867 the Presbytery of Patapsco united with the As-

sembly. It lay in the State of Maryland. It was com-

1 The ranks of the church were much strengthened by this union. " In

1861 the United Synod embraced 121 ministers, 199 churches, and had under
its care 4 licentiates, 18 candidates for the ministry, and 11,581 communi-
cants.
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posed of ministers and churches which had withdrawn from

connection with the Northern Presbyterian Church (O. S.)

" because of the numerous and persistent violations of the

constitution of the church by the highest courts " thereof.^

The Alabama Presbytery of the Associate Reformed

CJuireJi was received about the same time, the Assembly

guaranteeing its members the right to use Rouse's version

of the Psalms in worship, according to their preference.

The Synod of Kentucky united with the Presbyterian

Church, South, in 1869. In 1861 the Synod of Kentucky,

belonging to the Old School Assembly, on the occasion

of the withdrawal of the Southern Synods declared that

it " adhered with unbroken purpose to the Presbyterian

Church in the United States of America." It enjoined
" upon all its members, and upon all under its control and

care, to avoid all divisive and schismatical courses, to cul-

tivate the peace of the church, and to practice great mutual

forbearance."- It deplored the schism whicli*had taken

place in the Southern States, and condemned it as having

been made on insufficient grounds. At the same time it

expressed its regret " at that part of the action of the last

Assembly touching the order ^ for a day of general prayer,

1 Appearing before the Assembly of 1867, through their commissioners
they affirmed that they had no good " ground of hope that the church of"
their " former connection " would soon " return to the divine constitution of

the church so faithfully set forth in the Standards ; that they held it to be
the imperative obligation of all God's people, according to the will of Christ,

to manifest the invisible unity of their faith in the unity of a visible church,

as far and as fast as it can be done consistently with the purity " of \\-\&Jirst;

that they believed " the Presbyterian Church in the United States " to be
the largest body of Christians in the land whose faith and government were
identical with their own and pure according to the Standards of the church.
The Presbytery was at once received by the Assembly, and attached to the

Synod of Virginia as a component part of it. This Presbytery brought an
accession of 6 ministers, 3 churches, 576 communicants, much wealth and
intelligence. (" Minutes of 1867," pp. 131 ff.)

2 Alexander's " Digest," p. 427.
3 The reader has been made acquainted with this order under the caption

of " The Spring Resolutions."



440 THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIANS. [Chap, v.

which was hable to be construed, and was construed, into

a requisition on all the members and office-bearers of the

church living- in the numerous States which had seceded

from the United States, and were in a state of war with

them, as bound by Christian duty, and by authority of the

church, to disregard the hostile governments which had

been established over them, and, in defiance of the actual

authority of those governments, to pray for their over-

throw." ' The Assembly in 1862, by way of review, con-

demned the Synod's disapproval of these acts.-

The Assembly of 1862 adopted a paper, too, prepared

by Dr. R. J. Breckinridge, in which it declared that pub-

lic order had " been wickedly superseded by rebellion,

anarchy, and violence, in the whole Southern portion of

the Union "
; that all this had " been brought to pass in a

disloyal and traitorous attempt to overthrow the National

Government by military force, and to divide the nation con-

trary to tlTC wishes of the immense majority of the people

of the nation, and without satisfactory evidence that the

majority of the people in whom the local sovereignty re-

sided, even in the States which revolted, ever authorized

any such proceeding, or ever approved the fraud and

violence by which this horrible treason " had " achieved

whatever success it " had " had "
; that " this whole trea-

son, rebellion, anarchy, fraud, and violence " was " utterly

contrary to the dictates of natural religion and morality,

and plainly condemned by the revealed will of God "
; that

it was " the clear and solemn duty of the National Govern-

ment to preserve, at whatever cost, the national union and

constitution, to crush force by force "
; and tliat it was

" the bounden duty of the people who " composed " this

great nation, each one in his several place and degree, to

1 Alexander's " Digest," p. 427.
2 " Minutes of Nortlicrn Assembly (O. S.) of 1S62," p. 631.
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1

uphold the Federal Government, and every State govern-

ment." This paper further denounced, without naming,

certain office-bearers and members of churches in loyal

Synods and Presbyteries as " faithless to all authority,

human or divine "
; and enjoined obedience to civil gov-

ernment, not only in overt act, but " in heart, temper, and

motives (as God's law is to be obeyed), and as they shall

answer at the judgment-seat." ^ All this was intensely

irritating to a large majority of the Kentucky Synod.

^

Various acts of 1864 were regarded as still more out-

rageous. Among these was the minute known as the

" Stanley-Matthews Paper," adopting the naturalistic views

of the sla\ery question, and declaring the political occur-

rences of the time to be providential revelations of the

will of God that every vestige of slavery should be effaced;

that the motive for the longer continuance of slavery had

been taken away by the war of the slaveholding States in

order to found an empire upon the corner-stone of slavery
;

expressing gratitude to God for overruling the wickedness

and calamities of the rebellion to work out the deliverance

of the country from the evil and guilt of slavery ; and the

desire for the extirpation of slavery ; and recommending

all in their communion " to labor earnestly and unvveariedly

for this glorious consummation to which human justice and

Christian love combine to pledge them."^

1 " Minutes of 1862," pp. 624-626. Compare letter of the Synod of Ken-
tucky to the Southern Assembly, " Minutes of Assembly, South, of 1867,"

p. 181.

2 The Assembly of 1863 gave similar ofTense in its elaborate minute " upon
the subject of raising the United States tlag over the church building in

which the body sat ; reaffirming the doctrine of the obligation of the church,
as such, to proclaim her loyalty to the civil government." (Letter of the
Synod of Kentucky to the Southern Assembly of 1867, p. 181 of the " Min-
utes." For the minute, see " Minutes of Northern Assembly (O. S.) of

1863," pp. 57-59-)
3 Letter of Synod to Southern Assembly of 1867, pp. 181, 182 of " Min-

utes." Compare " Minutes of Assembly, North, of 1864," pp. 298, 299.
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" The decisions in the cases of the Rev. Dr. McPheeters

and the Pine Street Church, St. Louis, and of Rev. Mr.

Farris and ruHng elder Watson and the St. Charles Church,

Missouri, . . . giving the full sanction of the Assembly

to the persecution of Christ's ministers who could not in

conscience consent to pervert their office and position to

the support of a political party," ^ was not less objection-

able. The Synod of Kentucky in the following autumn,

in reviewing the minutes of this Assembly, expressed its

disapproval of the Assembly's deliverances on slavery, as

unnecessary, unwise, and untimely. It looked upon said

deliverance as a political, if not partisan, statement—one

that made the Assembly seem to cast its influence with

one or the other of the political parties which divided the

country."

The Assembly of 1865 gave still further- offense in acts

enforcing the principles of the foregoing acts as a part of

the standing law of the church; thus: "First, condemn-

ing the Synod of Kentucky for taking exception to the

Assembly's paper on slavery in 1864, and because the

Synod had * wholly failed to make any deliverance cal-

culated to sustain and encourage our government in its

efforts to suppress a wanton and wicked rebellion.'"^

" Second, the order to the Board of Domestic Missions to

appoint as missionaries ' none but those that give satis-

factory evidence of their loyalty to the National Govern-

ment, and that they are in cordial sympathy with the Gen-

eral Assembly in its testimony on doctrine, loyalty, and

freedom.'"* "Third, the order to all the lower church

^ Letter of Synod of Kentucky in " Minutes of Assembly, South, of 1867,"

p. 183. Compare " Minutes of Ceneral Assembly, North, of 1864," pp.

3". 312.
2 Alexander's " Digest," p. 427.
3 " Minutes of Northern Asseml)ly of 1865," p. 54. Compare letter of

Synod of Kentucky, ui supra.
* " Minutes of General Assembly, North, of 1865," pp. 554, 556, 590,
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courts requiring the examination of all the ministers and

church-members coming from any of the Southern States,

and making it a condition precedent to admission to the

church courts and churches that they confess as sinful cer-

tain opinions before held touching ' States rights,' rebellion,

slavery, not in harmony with previous political utterances

of the Assembly." ^ " Fourth, the minutes of the same

Assembly, declaring untruly that the Southern churches

had organized a General Assembly ' in order to render

their aid in the attempt to establish, by means of the re-

bellion, a separate national existence, to conserve and per-

petuate the system of slavery—a great crime against the

government and against God '—and therefore declaring the

Assembly's purpose to ignore the existence of any Presby-

terian church in the Southern States except such churches

and Presbyteries as are loyal to the government of the

United States and to the Northern Presbyterian Church,

and whose views are in harmony with its views on subjects

of domestic slavery." -

During the summer of 1865 the Louisville Presbytery

adopted its celebrated " Declaration and Testimony against

the Erroneous and Heretical Doctrines and Practices which

have Obtained and been Propagated in the Presbyterian

Church in the United States during the Last Five Years
"

—a paper marked by splendid ability, clear, keen, reveal-

ing, unanswerable.^ The signers testified : against the as-

Compare letter of Synod of Kentucky to General Assembly, South, of 1867,

p. 182.

1 See " Minutes of General Assembly, North, of 1865," p. 566. Compare
letter of Synod of Kentucky to General Assembly, South, of 1867, p. 181 of
" Minutes."

2 " Minutes of General Assembly, North, of 1865," p. 506. Compare
'' Minutes of Assembly, South, of 1867," p. 182.

3 The " Declaration and Testimony" was written by Dr. S. R. Wilson,
pastor in Louisville—a man born in the North, and who had lived there

until a few years before. He was never suspected of a leaning toward se-

cession. His writing the paper in question was the result of a conference
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sumption, on the part of the courts of the church, of the

right to decide questions of state poHcy ; against the doc-

trine that the church, as such, owes allegiance to human
rulers or governments; against the sanction given by the

church to the perversion of the teaching of Christ and

his apostles upon the subject of the duty of Christians as

citizens to render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's,

and " to be subject to the higher powers," into authority

for her courts to decide upon political questions; against

the action of the Assembly of 1864 on the subject of

slavery and emancipation, and against the confirmation of

that act by the Assembly of 1865 ; against the unjust and

scandalous contradictions of their own recorded testimony

and the well-known fact in regard to the labors of the

Presbyterian Church and ministry for the christianizing of

the slaves of the South and the preaching ^ of the gospel

of Christ; against the doctrine widely taught in the church,

and even countenanced by the Assembly, that the acts

and deliverances of the courts of Christ's commonwealth

may properly be based upon and shaped in accordance

with the ordinances and laws of the State legislatures, the

orders and proclamations of military chieftains, and even

upon the results of popular votes given at the elections

;

against the doctrine that the will of God and the duty of

his church and of his people is to be learned from partic-

ular providential events, and that the teachings of the

Scriptures are to be interpreted by these providences

;

against the sanction given, both directly and indirectly,

to the usurpation by the secular and military powers of

between himself, Dr. J. II. Brooks, of St. Louis, Mr. Edward Bredell, of

St. Louis, and Dr. J. H. Van Dyke, of New York, in the study of Dr. Van
Dyke, in New York City. It came not from " hot-headed Southern preju-

dices," but from cool, intelligent Northern principle!

1 During the later years of the war the Northern Assemblies denied that

Presbyterians had done anything to better the negro's religious condition.

They therein contradicted their previous declarations.
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authority in and over the worship and government of

the church ; against that alliance which has been virtually

formed by the church with the State; against the perse-

cution which for five years past has been carried on with

increasing malignity against those who had refused to

sanction or acquiesce in these departures of the church

from the foundations of truth and righteousness ; against

the widespread and destructive perversion of the commis-

sion of the ministry and the province of church courts,

which as such could know no difference between Jew and

Gentile, " Rebel " or " Yankee "
; against the action of the

Assembly in reference to the churches in the seceded and

border States, and against the basing of the action on

assertion of what the Assembly had the clearest evidence

was not true, viz., on the affirmation that the General

Assembly of the Confederate States was organized in

order to render their aid in the attempt to establish, by

means of the rebellion, "a separate Jiational existence, and
conserve and perpetuate the system ofslavery "/ against the

Assembly's making the Board of Domestic Missions a

coM't of final and superior jurisdiction to judge of the

orthodoxy of the ministry and the soundness of their

views touching the nature of the Government of the

United States, and the doctrine of States rights, the free-

dom of the negroes, and the various important questions

touching their social and civil status, then and prospect-

ive; against every movement in the church which looked

toward a union of the state and church, or a subordina-

tion of the one to the other, or the interference of either

with the jurisdiction of the other. The paper further

presented as reasons for the testimony, that the errors

testified against were contrary to the Word of God and

subversive of its inspiration and supreme authority ; con-

trary to the doctrine of the Presbyterian Church as taught
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in her confession, catechism, and constitution ; that the

errors tended to obhterate all the lines of separation be-

tween the civil and ecclesiastical powers, to bring the min-

istry and all the ordinances of religion and the authority

of the church into public disrepute, to keep up strife and

alienation between brethren of a common faith, and thus

delay the pacification of the country ; and that they are

schismatical, teaching for doctrines the commandments of

man. The protestants further declared that they would

not in any way aid or abet the Assembly in its innovating

measures, and would withdraw support from any men or

institutions who gave themselves to carrying out said

measures.^

At the meeting of the Synod in the fall of 1865, Dr. R. J.

Breckinridge offered a paper calling in question the right

of those members of the Presbytery of Louisville, and

others who had indorsed and adopted the paper styled

the " Declaration and Testimony," to sit and act as mem-
bers of the Synod of Kentucky. The paper asserted that

the signers of the " Declaration and Testimony " had as-

sumed " such a state of open rebellion against the church,,

and such open contempt and defiance of her Scriptural

authority, and such contempt of her faith and order and

acts, as to render each and every one of them unqualified,

unfit, and incompetent to sit and act as a member of that

or any other court of the Presbyterian Church." But this

paper was defeated by a vote of 22 to 107. Moreover,

this Synod adopted an elaborate paper offered by Judge

Sampson, in which it took exception to the Assembly's

order to the Board of Missions to appoint as missionaries

" none but those who give satisfactory e\-idence of their

1 See the " Declaration and Testimony," published at the office of the
" St. Louis Presbyterian," 1866, also in Grasty's " Life of McPheeters,"

pp. 304 flf.
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loyalty to the National Government, and that they are in

cordial sympathy with the General Assembly in its testi-

monies on doctrine, loyalty, and freedom." But in the

same paper, Synod, by a vot-e of 57 to 35, expressed its

judgment that neither this action nor any of the acts and

deliverances of the Assembly or the state of the country

during the war justified a withdrawal from its connection

with the General Assembly ; and it again asserted that it

would " adhere with unbroken purpose to the Presbyte-

rian Church in the United States of America, and would

oppose every efTort to interrupt" its "ecclesiastical rela-

tions with the General Assembly."^

Acts and deliverances of the Assembly of 1866, ordain-

ing the execution of the orders of 1865, were still more

intolerable. This Assembly excluded the commissioners

of the Presbytery of Louisville from their seats in the

Assembly by a simple resolution, without hearing, " and

on premises whose statements were utterly false, and one

of them defamatory of a minister of good standing." ^ It

ordered " certain persons—some of them under process

• before the church session, and their case under careful

consideration before the Presbytery—to be recognized as

elders of the Walnut Street Church, without the possibility

of any knowledge on the part of the Assembly whether

they had been duly elected and were lawful ruling elders

or not."^ It initiated steps for organic reunion with the

New School body, " in utter disregard of the testimonies

1 Also, by a vote of 54 to 46, it expressed its disapprobation of the terms
of the " Declaration and Testimony," and of its spirit and intent, indicated
on its face, as looking to the further agitation of the church, if not to its

division at a time when great mutual forbearance was called for among
brethren. (See Alexander's " Digest," p. 428.) This account of the Synod
of Kentucky of 1865 is told here almost in Mr. Alexander's words.

2 " Minutes of Southern Assembly of 1867," p. 182. Compare " Minutes
of Assembly, North, of 1866," p. 12.

3 " Minutes of Southern Assembly of 1867," p. 183. Compare " Minutes
of General Assembly, North, of 1866," p. 54.
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of 1837—38 ai^ainst errors which the New School body
not only had not renounced, but, on the contrary, had

added to largely by its monstrous Erastian deliverances

on the state of the country in 1863, 1864, and 1865, and

the monstrous deliverances just then made indorsing the

Civil Rights Bill and negro suffrage as against the Presi-

dent, and calling for more blood in the condign punish-

ment of the chief fomenters of the rebellion." ^ It passed

an act "known as the Gurley ipso facto order, declaring,

first, the ' Declaration and Testimony ' to be slanderous

and schismatical,^ then summoning its signers to the bar

of the next Assembly for trial, without other citation, or

other tabling of charges ; devising penalties unknown to

the constitution, and utterly incongruous to the Presby-

terian theory of the teaching rulers—interdiction of these

rulers sitting in any church court higher than the ses-

sion ; and declaring the ipso facto dissolution of Presby-

teries which refused to execute this unlawful penalty,"

and enrolled as entitled to a seat in the body any persons

designated in the Gurley order. '^ The pastoral letter and

the memorials adopted by the Assembly in reference to the,

same general subject were equally worthy of odium.

At the meeting of the Synod of Kentucky, October,

1866, it disregarded the Gurley ipso facto order, and called

the roll of all the constituent members and churches of the

1 " Minutes of General Assembly, South, of 1867," p. 182. Compare
" Minutes of General Assembly, North, of 1866," p. 44.

2 " It is a remarkable fact that in a debate extending through two weeks,

not even one speaker from the majority has touched the merits of the ques-

tion before the house either bv exjiosing the unsoundness of tlie j^rinciples

contained in the ' Declaration and Testimony,' or the impropriety of the lan-

guage in wliicii tliese principles are embodied. We have had denunciation

without measure, but not a word of argument or proof."—Dr. J. II. Brooks,

in " Concise Record of Assembly of 1866."
3 " Minutes of 1867," p. 183; " Minutes of Assembly, North, of 1866,"

pp. 60, 61. For a very just exhibition of " the bald confusion and incon-

gruity of thought in the Gurley ipso facto resolutions, see Laws' letter to the

Synod of Missouri (O. .S.), pp. 6 ff.
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Synod. A certain segment of the Synod, under the lead

of Dr. Breckinridge, who proposed to follow the Assem-
bly's Gurley orders, withdrew. Synod pronounced the

Gurley order an overstretch of power, and said that in the

declared contingent dissolution of the Presbyteries which

that order effects, the Assembly had attributed to its

measures and ordinances a force and operation counte-

nanced by no provision or principle of the church. But

it declared that it was not the Synod's purpose to make
any change of its formal ecclesiastical relations, but to con-

tinue to stand in its present position of open protest and

resistance to the enforcement of the acts of the General

Assemblies of 1861-66, "concerning doctrine, loyalty,

and freedom, as unconstitutional, and therefore null and

void." ^

The number of ministers who withdrew was 32. Over
half of them were without charges. They took with them

28 ruling elders, representing a membership of 1800. But

108 ministers maintained connection with the constitu-

tional Synod, representing a membership of about 9800.

This Synod addressed a letter " to the churches and peo-

ple under its charge in vindication of its course."-

The General Assembly of 1867 adopted an Encyclopae-

dic Act known as the " Report of the Committee of Ten,"

wherein they crowded into one indistinguishable mass

the judicial cases of near two hundred men, formally sum-

moned to the Assembly ; cases of repeal referred to this

by the preceding Assembly ; cases of irregularity and

revolutionary proceedings in Presbyteries and Synods

;

cases of contested seats in the Assembly ; they passed

upon all these without any of the usual forms of hearing

and trial, by one sweeping sentence of outlawry of two

1 Alexander's " Digest," pp. 428, 429.
2 Ibid,, p. 429. Compare " Minutes of Synod of Kentucky of 1866," p. 27.
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Synods—Kentucky and Missouri—and twelve Presby-

teries of the church
; they declared the seceders from the

Kentucky Synod the true Synod, and declared the regular

Synod and its Presbyteries no longer the Synod and Pres-

byteries of the Presbyterian Church. It also passed sev-

eral acts in accord with the foregoing " for depriving the

churches of Kentucky of their property and the control of

the schools which their piety and liberality had founded." ^

Hence, the Synod, at a called meeting in Lexington, in

June, 1867, declared that the General Assembly had

ceased any longer to be a constitutional body, had become

a schismatic and revolutionary body, " was no longer gov-

erned by the constitution, but controlled by the will of

the majority ; that the Assembly having by its own acts

separated from the Synod, the Synod now rnakes solemn

declaration of this fact upon its records, and, further, de-

clares that it will in future govern its actions by this recog-

nized sundering of all its relations to the Assembly, by
the act of that body itself." -

At a subsequent meeting called for the purpose, Synod
prepared a letter to the Southern Assembly, to sit at

Nashville in November, 1867. The letter expressed the

Synod's belief that " Southern Presbyterian churches and

church courts have, in a good degree, preserved pure and

unimpaired the constitutional Presbyteriani.=m of the un-

divided church from 1837 to 1861," and asserted that the

Synod with its Presbyteries, churches, and people, still

true to the native instinct of genuine Presbyterianism, and

unwilling to stand isolated from their brethren, desired

still to be in communion and organic union with all who
maintain the principles of church order so dear to their

fathers and themselves. It further asserted that it w^as a

1 " Minutes of Assembly, vSouth, of 1867," p. 183.
2 Alexander's " Digest," p. 429.
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first duty to ascertain whether such a union could be

formed, and to what extent.

As a step toward the accomplishment of this end, the

letter tells how they had come to be an independent

Synod ; makes a statement of the doctrines and principles

for which this S}'nod and its Presbyteries had been con-

tending in their controversies with the General Assembly,

North—setting forth their views concerning the doctrine

of the Kingship of Christ, and the manner in which Christ

executeth the office of a king in his visible church ; con-

cerning the origin, nature, and functions of church govern-

ment as contrasted with and related to the civil govern-

ment ; concerning the powers of the several courts of the

church, their relation to each other and to the office-

bearers and people ; concerning the interpretation of our

Form of Government and Discipline with reference to the

functions, powers, and mutual relations of the courts of

the church.

The Synod expressed a desire to have its letter embodied

in the historical records of the church as a record of the

church's appreciation of the inestimable value of these

principles as the bulwark of Christian liberty, wherewith

Christ sets his people free, and a definitely expressed

statute testimony, to which ready appeal " might be made
thereafter " as direct authority in support of " those who
stand for the truth as it is in Jesus against those who
again may treacherously attempt to subvert the doctrine

and order of Christ's house." ^ The Kentucky Presby-

teries were warmly welcomed. Their commissioners ap-

peared in the Assembly of 1868.

The Southern Church had again taken a large body
into her bosom ; but it was no aUen body. It was a mar-

1 For the entire letter see " Minutes of the General Assembly, South, of

1867," p. 784.
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riage between two who saw alike substantially. The
Synod of Kentucky iiad been an Old School body. It

had been a witness for " the supremacy of Christ's crown

and covenant."

In 1870 the Associate Reformed Presbytery of Kentucky

was received into organic union with the Southern Church,

on the same terms that the Associate Reformed Presby-

tery of Alabama had been. It brought four ministers,

their elders and churches.

Union with the Synod of Missouri was effected in 1874.

The history of this Synod between 1861 and 1867 is so

like that of Kentucky that it may be dispatched in a few

words. In October of 1861 it unanimously declared that

the Assembly of 1861 had in the notorious Spring Reso-

lutions taken an action that was " unscriptural, unwise,

and unjust; of no binding force whatever on this Synod,

nor upon the members of the Presbyterian Church within
"

its bounds. Nor did it feel less keenly the apostasy and

usurpations of the successive Assemblies while the war

lasted. Its ministers and people suffered grievously at the

hands of the " loyal " brethren at the North : witness the

case of the devoted and heroic McPheeters.^ It, too, was

horrified at the measures of the Pittsburg Assembly of

1865, which, at a time when " the soldiers who had stood

arrayed against each other on the battlefield were meet-

ing as friends," and when " wise men in the councils of the

nation rejoiced in the hope of a speedy restoration of fra-

ternal feeling throughout the land," passed orders at once

ungenerous and unscriptural
—

" required all sessions. Pres-

byteries, and Synods of the church under its jurisdiction

to examine persons, not from the North, but from the

South, touching their relation to the Confederate Govern-

1 See Grasty's " Life of McPlieeters." Notlnng more heroic than the life

of Dr. McPheeters happened during our Civil War.
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ment and their views of slavery," and compel them " to

make confession of sin under pain of exclusion from the

fellowship and sympathy of their brethren in the Lord," if

they had voluntarily supported the Confederate Govern-

ment or had certain views touching slavery.

Many Missouri ministers and elders had signed the

noble " Declaration and Testimony " in the fall of 1865.^

The reader recalls that the St. Louis Assembly of 1866

adopted the Gurley ipso facto order, declaring the disso-

lution of such Presbyteries and Synods as should allow a

signer of the " Declaration and Testimony " to take his seat

as a member of the court. The Synod at its next meeting

resolved, on the ground that " the Standards of the church

are authoritative above the order of any church court,"

" that the signers of the * Declaration and Testimony * are

not slanderers, schismatics, and rebels against ecclesiastical

authority, but have simply exercised a great Protestant

right and discharged a solemn duty ; . . . that the Synod,

having no evidence that these brethren are not in good

and regular standing in their respective Presbyteries and

Sessions, cannot, without violating the constitution, deny

them seats." -

Upon the adoption of these resolutions a minority of

the Synod withdrew from the house. The Synod or-

ganized by the seceders has been popularly known as the

Assembly's Synod. The Constitutional Synod continued

to be known up to 1874 as the Old School Synod of

Missouri.

The Old School Synod proposed to continue its con-

nection with the Old School Assembly, North, but not to

sink its witness for the non-secular character of the church.

The Assembly of 1867 declared that the commissioners

1 " Minutes of the Synod of Missouri (O. S.), 1869," pp. 22 et seq.

2 Alexander's " Digest," pp. 431, 432.
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who represented the Presbyteries in connection with the

Assembly's Synod were entitled to seats, " and ordered the

signers of the ' Declaration and Testimony/ and those who
had acted with them, to repair to " the Presbyteries and

Synod, thus recognized, " and to sign a paper disowning

any intention of disrespect to the Assembly or of rebellion

against its authority in all that had been done by them

during the controversy." The Old School Synod of 1867

renewed its stand of 1866. It would abandon neither its

right to a place in the Old School Assembly, nor its wit-

nessing for the non-secular character of the church.' But

it was never able to convert the mother-church to the

truth.

The Presbyterian Church, North, in spite of the differ-

ence of faith, ruthlessly paid court in 1872 to our Synod;

but to no purpose. The Synod resolved, 1873, to unite

with the Southern Presbyterian Church. The Synod
could not unite with the Northern Church without merg-

ing its witness for " tJie great principle—tJic cxclnsiveness

of tJie spiritual "oocation of the churcJi—zvliich it had pre-

served intact." - It could not extinguish the lamp of its

" own history by hiding under the bushel of any church

stained with political corruptions." But it could unite

with the Presbyterian Church, South, for that church had

maintained equally with the Synod of Missouri the non-

secular character of the church, and " the subordination

and fidelity of the church courts, and especially of the

General Assembly, to the constitution of the Presbyterian

Church."^ It had been against the unconstitutional rule

of a bare majority.

In 1874 the commissioners of the six Presbyteries of the

1 See for these quotations and for authority for the statements, " Minutes
of 01(1 School Synod of Missouri of 1869," pp. 22-26.

2 Laws' letter to the Synod of Missouri of 1872, p. 44.
3 Laws' letter to the Synod of Missouri (O. S.) of 1872, p. 26.
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Synod of Missouri were welcomed and enrolled as mem-
bers of the Assembly, South, at Columbus.^

Union with other Associated Reformed Presbyteries in

North and South Carolina is perhaps near at hand.

3. Fraternal Correspondence with Other Bodies.—In

1 86 1 the Constituting Assembly, out of its appreciation of

the precious import of that memorable prayer addressed

by the adorable Redeemer to the Father, in full view of

the agony of the garden and of the cross
—

" ' That they

all might be one, as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee,

that they also may be one in us, that the world may be-

lieve that thou hast sent me '—and impelled by a sincere

desire to meet the full measure of responsibility which"
devolved upon it as a branch of Christ's visible church

in the accomplishment of this vastly important endeavor

avowed that it would earnestly try to draw closer the

bonds of Christian intercourse and communion between

all the churches of like faith and order in the Confederate

States of America.^ The Assembly has been true to its

avowal. As a result of its endeavors it has been able to

point to several unions, whose history has just been detailed.

The same Assembly, in the " Letter to all the Churches

of Jesus Christ throughout the Earth," as we have seen,

expressed its" desire to cultivate peace and charity with all

fellow- Christians throughout the world. The Assembly
of 1862 affirmed its belief that the unity of God's people

is a reality, and that it is of the highest importance that

this unity should be manifested to the world ; and declared

its determination, in cases where such manifestation was
not practicable, to do all consistent with truth to promote

peace and charity between itself and other churches.^

1 The Synod of Missouri brought 67 ministers, 141 churches, and 8000
communicants.

2 " Minutes of 1861," p. 13.
3 " Minutes of 1862," p. 14.
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The Assembly of 1866 went so far as to appoint a com-

mittee of " chosen brethren "—Drs. Hoge, Fahner, and

Girardeau—to bear the church's desire for fellowship, as

far as practicable, with all true disciples of our common
Lord and Saviour in all the world, " to such Christian

churches and societies in the kingdom of Great Britain

and Ireland, and, if it deemed best, on the continent of

Europe also, as the providence of God might designate,

and to explain to them, as opportunity might offer, the

character, condition, work, and prospects of our beloved

Zion ; and to receive such contributions in money as might

be Voluntarily offered in aid of our general schemes of

evangelization.^

In accord with the desires thus expressed, the church

has, in addition to the correspondence eventuating in the

cases of union of which we have related, carried on a ge-

nial correspondence with the Reformed Episcopal Church

in the United States ; has enjoyed similar interchanges

with several European churches, notably with the im-

poverished but heroic Waldensian churches, for whom it

has long maintained the successful Mission School of

Miss Ronzone.

The Southern Church has recognized the Christian

character of non-Presbyterian ecclesiastical bodies by the

interchange of Christian greetings, e.g., that of the Meth-

odist, Cumberland Presbyterian, etc. It has also recog-

nized the Christian character of, and exchanged Christian

greetings with, certain non-ecclesiastical bodies, e.g., with

the Y. M. C. A.,- though with some scruples as to the

propriety of the course. It has continued to be chary

about the Evangelical Alliance. But after a little hesita-

tion in recognizing ** the principle of an irresponsible alli-

ance," the church, under the lead of Dr. Stuart Robinson

1 " Minutes of 1866," p. 433. 2 " Minutes of 1881," p. 394.
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and others, bore an influential part in framing the constitu-

tion and insuring" the success of the General Presbyterian

Alliance. This great conferential council, in " seeking the

welfare of the weak and persecuted churches, dissemi-

nating information concerning the kingdom of Christ,

commending the Presbyterian system as Scriptural, dis-

tributing mission work," etc./ has met hearty sympathy

at the hands of a large part of the Southern Church.

-

The Southern Presbyterian Church is allowed about thirty

delegates in the council.

In 1 87 1 a correspondence was begun with the General

Synod of the Reformed ChnreJi in America, popularly

known as the Dutch Reformed Church. Owing to the

non-secular character of this body, its thorough-going

Calvinistic creed and Presbyterian polity, this correspond-

ence, opened for " the cultivation of a mutual spirit of

Christian sympathy and brotherly love," bore fruit very

soon in a plan of active cooperation in several important

departments of church work.^ This plan has been fruitful

1 " Minutes of 1877," p. 488.
2 For the constitution of tlie Alliance see " Minutes of Presbyterian Church,

South, 1877," p. 492; Alexander's " Digest," p. 508.
^ In 1875 an elaborate plan of cooperation was adopted by the Assembly

on the one hand and the General Synod on the other. This plan embraced
features of co-working in publication, home missions, foreign missions, and
education. The publishing-house of each denomination was to be " the agent

and depository for the sale of the publications of the other denominations."
The publication board and committee were '

' empowered to unite in the pub-
lication of a child's paper." It was " recommended that the members of

the Reformed Church consider with great sympathy that dej^artment of the

Assembly's home missionary work" which was concerned with the "evan-
gelization of the colored population of the vSouth," " and send their contri-

butions to the general cause to the treasurer of the Assembly's Committee."
The plan settled the important principle that the contiguous foreign mis-

sions of the two churches ought to aim at the establishment of one united

church, and decided that the principle should be carried into practice wher-
ever such contiguity should exist, that such churches should " treat each
other as though they had been planted and nurtured by one and the same
denomination." It decided that young men in either church who should
contemplate the work of foreign missions should upon recommendation from
the board or committee of their own church be as eligible to the appointment
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of much good in the foreign mission fields. The mission-

aries of the two churches, who are contiguous, labor to-

gether for the upbuilding of cjne united church. In general

there is no other church with which the Southern Church

has enjoyed such hearty and noble good-fellowship.

Correspondence ivith the Presbyterian CJinreJi in the

United States of Anieriea zcas begun in 1870. The rela-

tions with this church up to 1870 had been by no means

pleasant. The unconstitutional and Erastian measures

which the Old School Assembly of 1861 enacted—the

Spring Resolutions—were the forerunners of a long series

of acts of usurpation and bitter hostility. The reader can

guess at these from what has been brought out in connec-

tion with the histories of the Synod of Kentucky and

Missouri. Passing over, therefore, all the irritating, rasp-

ing acts of intervening years, we come at once to the

Pittsburg Assembly, Old School, of 1865, some of whose

acts, even at the cost of slight repetition, it is necessary to

place before the reader at this point.

by that of the other as by their own, and that such persons should come
under the care of the board or committee appointing tliem, Ijut should not be
required to transfer their ecclesiastical relations to any American Presbytery
or classis of the body into whose missionary service they should come. The
churches were to encourage an equal acquaintance with the missions of the

two churches, in order that the variety of missionary fields thus presented
might give scope and stinmlation to tlie missionary spirit of the two bodies.

To this end there was to be speedy connnunication of matters of special in-

terest in the missions of either Ijoard or committee to tlie other.

The students of either church were to be allowed to study in the semina-

ries of the other ; and such students as chose to study in a seminary of the

other church were not to suffer adverse discrimination in the appropriation

of funds for their support by the board or committee of their own church.

It was provided that any provision of this scheme of cooperative union
might at any time ])e omitted or aI)rogated by either body without impairing

the validity of tliose other provisions on which they sjiould agree. The joint

publication of tlie paper was discontinued early. The coojieration has not

been as active in home missions as might reasonably have been hoped. But
there has been much earnest and hearty cooperation where circumstances

have called for it along other lines. (.See " Minutes of 1875," pp. 25 ff.

;

Alexander's " Digest," pp. 446-44S.

)
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In response to an overture from the Presbytery of Rich-

land, O., and certain members of the Presbytery of Madi-

son, Ind., "asking the Assembly to drop from its roll the

names of certain ministers, Presbyteries, and Synods in

the so-called Confederate States," the Assembly replied:

Whereas, during the existence of the great rebellion which has disturbed

the peace and threatened the life of tlie nation, a large number of Presby-

teries and Synods in the Southern States, whose names are on the roll of the

General Assembly as constituent parts of the body, have organized an Assem-

bly denominated " The General Assembly of the Confederate States of Amer-

ica," in order to render their aid in the attempt to establish, by means of the

rebellion, a separate national existence, "and conserve and perpetuate the

system of slavery," l therefore,

Resolved, i. That this Assembly regards the perpetuation of negro slavery

as a great crime, both against our National Government and against God ; and

the secession of those Presbyteries and Synods from the Presbyterian Church,

under such circumstances and for such reasons, as unwarranted, schismatical,

and unconstitutional. 2. That the General Assembly does not intend to aban-

don the territory in which these churches are found, or to compromise the

rights of any of the church courts, or ministers, ruling elders, and private

members belonging to them, who are loyal to the government of the United

States and to the Presbyterian Church. On the contrary, this General

Assembly will recognize such loyal persons as constituting the churches.

Presbyteries, and Synods in all the bounds of the schism, and will use

earnest endeavors to restore and revive all such church courts. 3. The
Assembly hereby declares that it will recognize as the church the members
of any church within the bounds of the schism who are loyal to the govern-

ment of the United States of America, and whose views are in harmony with

the doctrines of the Confession of Faith and with the several testimonies of

the Presbyterian Church on the subject of domestic slavery. And where

any three ministers who entertain the views above mentioned belong to the

same Presbytery, such ministers are hereby authorized and directed to con-

tinue their organization as a Presbytery ; or any two such ministers are

authorized to receive any minister of the same views, regularly dismissed to

them, and thus continue their organizations with the churches above de-

scribed in the same bounds, in connection with this Assembly. But if a

sufficient number are not found in one Presbytery, they are authorized to

unite with the loyal ministers and churches of one or more adjacent Presby-

teries, retaining the name of one or both such united Presbyteries as shall

be deemed expedient. A similar course is also authorized with regard to

Synods." 2

1 A misquotation. 2 " Minutes of 1865," p. 560.
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In answer to an overture from the Presbytery of Cali-

fornia inquiring what course should be pursued in admit-

ting to their body ministers who were known to be disloyal

to the government, or who might be suspected of disloy-

alty, the Assembly replied ; that the Presbytery had a right

to examine the intrant '* on all subjects which seriously

affect the peace, purity, and unity of the church "
; that

it was an imperative duty in the current " circumstances

of the country, when, after the crushing by military force

an atrocious rebellion against the United States for the

perpetuation of slavery, many ministers who" had aided

this revolt " might seek admission into Presbyteries located

in the loyal States." Further, the Assembly ordered that

all " Presbyteries examine every minister applying for

admission from any Presbytery or ecclesiastical body in

the Southern States, on the following points "
: first, as to

whether he had in any way countenanced the rebellion
;

second, " as to whether he holds that the system of negro

slavery in the South is a divine institution, and that it is

the ' peculiar mission of the Southern Church to conserve
'

the institution." It ordered that a man holding these

views should be required to renounce them before recep-

tion into Presbytery. It gave a similar injunction to its

Synods about receiving Presbyteries. It laid the same order

on sessions to regulate their reception of private members.^

It is no wonder that each of these sets of resolutions

irritated the Southern Church. It was not true that the

Presbyteries and Synods in the Southern Church organ-

ized an Assembly in order to render their aid in the

attempt to establish by means of the rebellion a separate

national existence and to conserve and perpetuate the

existence of slavery. It was antichristian for the Northern

Assembly " to set up a new test and establish a new term

1 " Minutes of 18(35," pp. 562-564.
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1

of membership in the church and of standing in the min-

istry—a test authorized neither by the Word of God nor

the Confession of Faith, and contrary to the uniform

declaration and practice of this church from its founda-

tion up to the year of 1861." The recognition of two or

three members of a Presbytery as a Presbytery because

they had been "loyal," and two or three members of a

local church as the church because they had been loyal,

and the investing such loyal parties with all the rights,

religious and secular, belonging to the whole Presbytery

or the whole church, was calculated to stir up strife and

enable the " loyal " twos and threes to filch away the

ecclesiastical property throughout the South. These

resolutions were iniquitous. Their falsehood was clearly

revealed and their iniquity nobly withstood in the Assem-
bly by Dr. S. R. Wilson and other protestants.^ But in

answer to Dr. Wilson's protest the Assembly again charged

the Southern States with sinful treason, and again mis-

represented the Southern Church in relation to slavery,

and reaffirmed the necessity of confession and repentance

for the gricA^ous sin of treason before the rebels could be

received into the bosom of the church.^

The Assembly of 1866, at St. Louis, made an impres-

sion not a whit pleasanter. That w^as the Assembly of

the notorious Gurley ipso facto order, which did such foul

wrong to the Synods of Missouri and Kentucky. That

Assembly avowedly indorsed the anti-Southern attitude

of the Pittsburg Assembly as to the conditions on which an

ex-rebel might be received into the bosom of the mother-

church.^ That was the Assembly, too, that wrenched

the Wall Street Church property in Louisville from the

1 " Minutes of Assembly " (O. S.), 1865, pp. 580-584.
2 " Minutes" (O. S.), p. 586.
3 " Minutes (O. S.) of 1866," pp. 79, 85, 114-117.
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Southern members by the aid of mrichinery prepared by
the Pittsburg Assembly. And that Assembly gave place

in its minutes to the memorial of the St. Louis Convention

of May 15 to 18, 1866—a paper, if possible, more unworthy

of a body of Christian Presbyters than the other we have

referred to.

The Assembly of 1867 maintained the ground taken in

the preceding Assemblies. But if the Old School Assem-
bly had made herself somewhat disagreeable up to 1867

to the Southern Presbyterians, much more had her sister,

the New School, as the curious may see by consulting her

minutes from 1861 to 1866.

In 1868 the Old School Assembly acknowledged the

separate and independent existence of the Presbyterian

Church, South. In 1869, on the claim of " holding the

same ancient symbols of faith, the same forms of govern-

ment and of worship," the Old School Assembly expressed

a desire to be united with the Southern Presbyterian

Church.^ In 1870 the United Assembly- of the Old and

the New School Presbyterians sent delegates to the South-

ern Assembly sitting at Louisville, to confer " in respect

to opening a friendly correspondence " between the two

Assemblies. This overture was based on a false assump-

tion, \-iz., that mutual grievances existed in reference to'

which it was necessary to arbitrate. The Southern Church

had never made a single act of aggression on the Northern

Church. It had never attempted to wrest property from

the Northern Church. It had never hesitated in receiv-

ing members on the face of their credentials. P"rom 1861

to 1867 it had given a general consistent testimony to the

non-secular character of the church, for the spirituality of

the kingdom of Jesus Christ. " No ingenuity of sophistry

1 " Minutes of 1870," p. 50.
2 Union of the two bodies had occurred in the fall of 1869.
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can transmute into political dogmas the scant allusions to

the historical reality of the great struggle then pending,

or the thankful recognition, in the middle of a paragraph,

of the unanimity with which an invaded people rose to

the defense of their hearth-stones and the graves of their

sires," nor what was said about the conserving of slavery.

The Southern Assembly answered that the obstructions

in the way of a cordial intercourse between the two bodies

were entirely of a public nature, and involved grave and

fundamental principles. It pointed to its records in proof

that it had engaged in no act of hostility toward the

Northern Church. It declared that it felt no enmity to

that church, and that it was ready " to exercise toward the

General Assembly, North, such amity as fidelity to our

principles could under any circumstances permit." And
it proceeded to name the difficulties which lay in the way
of cordial correspondence, and which should " be distinctly

met and removed," viz. : i. Both the wings of the United

Assembly, North, had fatally complicated themselves with

the state in the political utterances deliberately pronounced

year after year. It was their duty to purge themselves

of this error " and place the crown once more on the

head of Jesus Christ as King in Zion." For the Southern

Church to undertake official correspondence with them as

they were would be for it to blunt its testimony concern-

ing the nature and mission of the church. 2. The union

consummated between the Old and New School Assem-
blies, North, had been " accomplished by methods which

in our judgment involve a total surrender of all the great

testimonies for the fundamental doctrines of grace " made
in 1838. "The United Assembly stands of necessity

upon an allowed latitude of interpretation of Standards." ^

1 A similar fusion took place between ourselves and the United Synod

;

but tlie difference between the two cases is wide. " The Synod of the South
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3. Many members of the Southern Church but a short

time before had been expelled " violently and unconstitu-

tionally " from the Old School Assembly, under charges

which, if true, rendered them utterly infamous before the

church and the world. K\ery principle of honor and faith

called for the unequivocal repudiation of that interpretation

of the law under which these men were expelled, as a con-

dition precedent to any official correspondence.^ 4. Simi-

lar charges had been preferred against the whole Southern

Presbyterian Church. They could not be quietly ignored.

If true, the Southern Presbyterians were not worthy of

the "confidence, respect, and Christian honor and love"

which were tendered in the overture. If untrue, all that

was Christian and manly called for their retraction.- This

was not resentment, but the homage which should always

be paid to truth.

The Northern Church was not ready to sweep the ob-

stacles away, and efTorts to establish correspondence were

discontinued till 1873. Iri that year the Northern Assem-

bly declared that in accordance with a resolution unani-

mously adopted by the two bodies then constituting the

reunited church, all action touching the brethren of the

Southern Presbyterian Church and the brethren of the Old

united with us upon the first intercliange of doctrinal views, upon a square

acceptance of the Standards, without any nietapliysical hair-splittintj to find a

sense in whicli to receive them, antl without any e.\]iunging of wliole chapters

from the history of the past, witli the sacred testimonies witli which tliese

are filled. It is not, therefore, the amalgamation of these bodies at the North
which embarrasses us, but it is the method l)y wliich it is achieved." (" Min-
utes of 1870," p. 539— the pastoral letter explaining to the people the treat-

ment of the Northern delegates.)

1 This the ]iastoral letter further explicates, as follows :
" We require as

an indispensable condition to all correspondence a renunciation of that theory

of church government which practically olilitcrates the lower church courts

and destroys the appellate character of the C.eneral Assembly, under which
that unrighteous decision was reached against the Synods of Kentucky and
Missouri." (" Minutes of 1870," p. 540.)

2 " Minutes of 1870," p. 450.
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School Synod of Missouri had been since the reunion, and

was then, null and void.^ It expressed confidence in the

Christian character of the Southern brethren, and affirmed

its belief that the barriers of separation would be removed

on more intimate communion. With regard to the rela-

tion of church to state, the Assembly called attention to

certain statements and principles found in their Standards.^

It appointed a committee to confer with a like committee

to be appointed by the Southern Church.^

In response to this overture, and at the instance of two

restive Presbyteries, the Southern Assembly showed, by

appealing to its records, that in the true idea of the com-

munion of the saints it had ever been willing to hold fel-

lowship with all who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincer-

ity, and especially to establish intimate relations with all

bodies of the Presbyterian Church struggling to maintain

the true principles of the same confession. It recalled and

indorsed the position taken by the Assembly of 1870 in

setting forth the barriers to union. Nevertheless, because

of its desire to follow the things that make for peace, it

appointed an uninstructed committee to confer with the

committee of the Northern Church. It candidly asserted,

however, that it did not contemplate in this move organic

union.'* A minority in the Assembly, respectable for its

size and ability, was in favor of declining official corre-

spondence until the fundamental difficulties which had been

set forth in 1870 should be removed. This minority was

sagacious enough to see that the overture of the North-

ern Assembly of 1873 afforded no sufficient reason for

1 The resolution referred to was in these words :
" That no rule or prece-

dent which does not stand approved by both bodies shall be of any authority

in the united body, except in so far as such rule or precedent may affect the

rights of property founded thereon." (" Minutes of 1870," p. 516.)
2 It made reference to Confession of Faith, chap, xxxi., sec. iv., and to

Form of Government, chap, i., sees. i. and vii.

3 " Minutes of 1874," pp 500 ff. * Ibid., p. 503.
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appointing the committee of conference. It saw that the

overture evaded " the very point it pretended to meet,

assuring us that both bodies composing their Assembly

unanimously adopted a resolution making * null and void

and of no binding effect all action touching their brethren

adhering to the Southern Assembly,' " whereas the united

body had lately adopted, and made a part of their record,

a paper which indorsed in the most formal and unequivo-

cal manner the very principles which the Southern Church

has always protested against, viz., a decision of the civil

court in the case of the Walnut Street Church, Louis-

ville, Ky.i

Nor was the minority gifted with a constitution so con-

tradictory as to be able to appreciate the expressions of

confidence in the " soundness of doctrine and Christian

character" of the Southern Church, contained in the re-

cent overture, in the face of the abusive and slanderous

charges, touching doctrine, character, and motives, so often

preferred and never once openly and squarely retracted.

As for the reference on the part of the Northern Church

to the definition in their Standards touching the relation

of church to state, it was puerile. It had held those Stan-

dards in 1861 ; had held them through all those years from

1 86 1 to 1867. It was known to have formed the habit of

breaking them. It gloried in having broken them, in hav-

1 " Minutes of 1874," p. 465. For the estimate which the Northern As-
sembly put on the decision, see its " Digest " (Moore's), ]ip. 250, 251, where
we liave these words : "In an elaborate opinion the judges have held for

substance that the courts of law must accept as final and conclusive the deci-

sion of the General Assembly on subjects purely ecclesiastical, and must give

full effect to these decisions in settling the property rights of litigants. The
Assembly will not be slow to appreciate the value of this opinion." (Moore's
" Digest," p. 251.)

Herein we see that the General Assembly, North, has solemnly and form-

ally adopted the theory that the General Assembly is the judge of the con-

stitutionality of its own acts. It can, if it chooses, by the voice of its bare

majority dcjirive all lower courtsmf every right. It can, if it chooses, plun-

der, ad iitjiuilt/i/i, Synods, Presbyteries, and congregations.
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ing wheeled the church into the poHtical fight. It had

never gone over its records. It had made no confession

of error for discrowning Jesus and putting Caesar in his

stead. For these and such reasons the minority held that

to change posture toward the Northern Assembly was for

the Southern Church to suppress its testimony to the truth

and break the church's glorious record in the past.^

The committees of conference met in Baltimore in Janu-

ary, 1875. The Northern committee proposed that the

Southern committee join with itself in recommending to

the respective Assemblies the interchange of delegates, and

thus their reciprocal recognition of each other as corre-

sponding bodies. It professed its hope that such a course

would speedily lead to an adjustment of matters of equal

interest to both bodies, in the work of missions at home
and abroad, and to cooperation in the great work of evan-

gelization. It did not know of any reasons why fraternal

relations should not be established.

^

The Southern committee proceeded to set forth in a

manly and Christian way the obstacles which had debarred

the Southern Assembly from holding official intercourse

with the Northern Assembly, and what was necessary for

their removal. It summed up these obstructions under

two heads :
" Unjust mid injurious accusations preferred

against the zvJiole Southern Presbyterian Church; and the

course pursued in regard to church property." Under the

head of " iinjust and injurious accusations " it specified

" tJie charge that the SoutJicrn Assembly was organised in

the interest of and to subserve the ends of the Confederate

Government'^' the charge "that the Southern Assembly

had changed its gro2tnds on the subject of slavery so as

1 Compare " Minutes of 1874," pp. 497 ff.

2 " Minutes of 1875," p. 82. It may he doubted whether the sons of Jacob
had shown repentance if they had been as strong as Joseph when they dis-

covered him.
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to hold Opinions zvJiicli zvcre heretical and blasplteinoiis "/

" the charge of schistn which is made against the Southern

Chnrch." ^ The committee refuted the charges by an appeal

to the records, and justified its church in her past course by

a reference to the acts of the Northern Church. It denied

that the " Concurrent Declaration " ^ had removed the diffi-

culties mentioned. The declaration when made was made
without any reference to the Southern Assembly. If it

is any sort of retraction of the slander which the Southern

Church has suffered, it is not a square and open retrac-

tion. And since its passing the Assembly had persisted

in a course—the Walnut Street case
—

" which by implica-

tion made many of the same charges over again."

Finally, the committee affirmed that the course pursued

in regard to church property by the Northern Assembly

was a serious obstacle. And the iniquitous methods of

settling disputes about church property, upon legal techni-

calities, the false and ridiculous principles adopted by the

Supreme Court of the United States in settling the Wal-

nut Street Church case—that of making the judgment of

an accidental majority of the highest church court of final

authority in interpreting the constitution of the church

—

and the adoption of that decision of the Supreme Court

formally by the Assembly of 1872, were animadverted

upon and condemned. A proposal was made to settle

the property disputes by arbitration and upon moral rights

as a basis.

The Northern committee rejoined that in order to the

establishment of fraternal relations, the interchange of del-

egates, it was not necessary that all the doings of the cor-

responding bodies be approved. It overlooked the fact

that there were hindrances to even fraternal relations. It

claimed not to be negotiating with reference to organic

1 " Minutes of 1875," pp. 83-85. 2 See this in Note i, p. 465.
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union. It seemed to forget that organic union had from

the start been the uhimate aim. It asserted that if the

Northern Church had made deHverances unconstitutional

and inconsistent with the proper functions of ecclesiastical

assemblies, the Southern Assembly had committed the

same offense.^ It recited its Assembly's declaration to

Dr. J. H. Brooks and others of the Old School Synod in

Missouri in 1874, declaring everything done in the past

contrary to the " Confession of Faith, Catechism, Form of

Government, and Book of Discipline " to be null and void.

2

It affirmed that by " the concurrent resolutions " the charges

of " heresy and blasphemy " against the Southern brethren

had been declared " null and void, and therefore of no

binding effect and not to be pleaded as precedent in the

future "
; that the charges made had been made in peculiar

times, but were a part of history, and that it was idle to

talk of erasing them. It recounted the several overtures

for union, made in 1869, 1870, and 1873. Finally, it re-

affirmed its belief that there was no sufficient cause for

not establishing fraternal relations.

The Southern committee replied that there were hin-

drances in the way of official fraternal relations. It chal-

lenged a comparison of the records in disproof of the asser-

tion that the Southern Church had prostituted herself to

the state as the Northern Church had herself. It showed

the utter insufficiency of the Concurrent Declarations to

atone for the slander done the Southern Church. It de-

sired a plain and direct expression of regret on the part of

the Northern Church for these wrongs—wrongs such as

' For a sufficient refutation of this position, see the first section 0/ this

chapter. The mistakes of the Southern Church in this respect were transient

lapses.

2 " Minutes of 1875," pp. 90-93. This declaration to Dr. Brooks is mere
farce. Who is the judge as to whether the Assembly has done anything un-
constitutional? The accidental majority of an Assembly!
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no Other evangelical church in modern times had dared

to heap on another.

The Northern committee was not disposed to ask its

Assembly to make this expression of regret. It expressed

the pious desire that the Southern Presbyterians might

look as leniently on the sins of the Northern Assembly as

the Northern Assembly would look on the proceedings of

the Southern Assembly.^

This virtually ended the conference. The action of the

Southern committee had been in all respects worthy. The
Northern Church went far in her apostasy, meddling with

the aflfairs of Cassar. She must repent of this apostasy

before she can be trusted. He who knows anything of

the power of habit over a church, as- over an individual,

to make it tread down principle by moral inertia and under

external inducements, knows that for years to come, in

similar circumstances, the Northern Church would go to

equal lengths again, unless she repent most deeply. She

shows no repentance for what she did, she rather glories

in her political measures of the war time.

The Southern Assembly of 1875 approved the action of

its Baltimore committee, particularly of the statement of the

issue between the churches by the committee, and its demand
for a disapproval of the imputations cast upon the Southern

Church by the Northern Assemblies from 1861 to 1867.

But the Assembly of 1876 at Savannah, in response to

an overture from the St. Louis Presbytery, in order to re-

move a misapprehension existing in the " minds of some

of our people as to the spirit " of the action of the Balti-

more Conference, and "in order to show our disposition to

remove on our part real or seeming hindrances to friendly

feeling," explicitly declared that " while condemning cer-

tain acts and deliverances of the Northern General As-

1 " Minutes of 1875," pp. 96 ff.
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sembly, no acts or deliverances of the Southern General

Assembly are to be construed or admitted as impugning

in any way the Christian character of the Northern Gen-

eral Assembly, or of the historical bodies of which it is

successor."^

Subsequently the Savannah Assembly received a tele-

gram from the Northern Assembly, then in session at

Brooklyn, reiterating its belief that " no adjustment of

differences " can be " accomplished by the rehearsal of the

past," and reiterating " its cordial desire to establish fra-

ternal relations " with the Southern Assembly, " on terms

of perfect equality and reciprocity as soon " as it should

be " agreeable to their brethren to respond to this assur-

ance by a similar expression."

The Southern Assembly, on receipt of this telegram,

replied that it was " ready most cordially to enter on fra-

ternal relations with the Northern body on any terms hon-

orable to both parties."

In its reply the Southern Assembly recited also the ac-

tion which it had just taken in answer to the Presbytery

of St. Louis.- On receiving the paper from the Savan-

nah Assembly, the Brooklyn Assembly turned parrot and

chattered forth

:

The overture of this Assembly having been received by the General As-

sembly of the South with such a cordial expression of gratification, the com-

mittee recommended that the same resolution, declarative of the spirit in

which this action is taken, be adopted by tjiis Assembly, viz. :
" In order to

show our disposition to remove on our part all real or seeming hindrance to

friendly feeling, the Assembly explicitly declares that, while condemning
certain acts and deliverances of the Southern Assembly, no acts or deliver-

ances of the Northern Assembly, nor of the historical bodies of which the

present Assembly is the successor, are to be construed or admitted as im-

pugning in any way the Christian character of the Southern General Assem-
bly, or of the historical bodies of which it is the successor." 3

1 " Minutes of 1876," p. 242. 2 Ibid., p. 243.
3 " Minutes of 1877," pp. 412-413 ; Alexander's " Digest," p. 491.
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The Southern Assembly of 1877, in reply to this from

the Northern Assembly, resolved

:

That it could not regard this communication as satisfactory, because it

could discover in it no reference whatever to the first and main part of the

paper adopted by the Assemljly at Savannah and communicated to the Brook-

lyn Assembly. It further said that it could add nothing on this subject to

the action of the Assembly of St. Louis adopting the basis proposed by our

Committee of Conference at Baltimore, and reaffirmed by the Assembly at

Savannah ; that if the brethren of the Northern Church could meet them on

these terms, which truth and righteousness seem to require, then they were

ready to establish such relations with them during the present sessions of the

Assemblies.!

Little more passed between the Assemblies until 1882.

In that year four overtures went up to the Southern

Assembly, having substantially the same object. They
requested the General Assembly " to establish fully and

formally what are called fraternal relations " with the

Northern Assembly, " by sending delegates forthwith to

that body," then in session at Springfield, 111. In response,

the Assembly adopted the following minute

:

While receding from no principle, we hereby declare our regret for and

withdrawal of all expressions of our Assembly which may be regarded as

reflecting upon, or offensive to, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian

Church in the United States of America. Resolved, That a copy of this

paper be sent by telegraph to the General Assembly now at Springfield, 111.,

for their prayerful consideration, and nuitatis vtutatidis for their reciprocal

concurrence, as affording a basis for the excliange of delegates forthwith.

2

In reply the Springfield Assembly telegraphed to the

Atlanta Assembly that the message from the Southern

Assembly had been received with warm enthusiasm ; and

that, in order to remove all difficulties in the way of that

full and formal fraternal correspondence between the two

Assemblies, which it, on its part, was prepared to accept,

it had adopted the following :
" While receding from no

1 " Minutes of 1877," pp. 412, 413; Alexander's " Digest," p. 491.
2 " Minutes of 1R.S2," p. 530.
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principle, etc."^ That is, the Northern Assembly made
its bow to the Southern with its suggested little speech of

regret for whatever in its past acts might be considered

as reflecting on the Southern brethren. This " Tweedle

to me and I tweedle to you," tit-for-tat passage between

the Assemblies has nothing massive or grand or beautiful

in it. In attempting to extort this quasi-apology the

Southern Assembly stultified herself. She had committed

no act for which she needed apologize to the Northern

Church. She seemed to apologize. At this time she low-

ered her banner. She merged her witness for the truth

—forsaking the nobler course under the whips of some
goody-goody scolds. And the great Presbyterian Church,

North, wears no aspect of dignity in saying its little speech.

If it believed it had done no wrong, it should have acted

differently ; it should not have said its suggested speech.

If it was conscious of wrong, it should have made a noble

apology. Its acts concerning loyalty and rebellion, its

slanderous accusations against Southern brethren, were

grounds for just indignation, and should have been with-

drawn as St. Paul would know how to retract if he were

made conscious of fault.

But the moderator of the Springfield Assembly tele-

graphed to the moderator of the Atlanta Assembly that

in the action just taken the Northern Assembly disclaimed

" any reference to the actions of preceding Assemblies

concerning loyalty and rebelHon," but referred " only to

those concerning schism, heresy, and blasphemy."

This troubled the Southern Assembly ; but on inquiry

it was informed that the action mentioned in the moder-

ator's unofficial telegram did ''not modify but explained

the concurrent resohitions" just passed, and that the ex-

planation was on its face.-

1 " Minutes of 1882," p. 541. 2 ii)id., p. 552.
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The Northern Church gloried too much in her political

measures of 1861 and 1867 to retract tiiem.

.The Southern Assembly expressed its satisfaction, and

decided to send delegates to the next Assembly North.

The church was not so well satisfied. There was resiling

in 1882-83.

In 1883 committees of conference on cooperation, at

the suggestion of the Northern Assembly, were appointed

by the Assemblies to confer " in regard to plans looking

to more successful conduct of the work of the church in

such regions and concerning such interests as are more or

less common to the two churches." As a result of their

conference the committees recommended to their Assem-

blies the joint occupancy of Danville Seminary, a plan of

cooperation in home missions, and comity in matters of

discipline such as would forbid the Northern Church

throwing open its doors to those under discipline in the

Southern Church, or vice versa. The recommendations

of the committees were rejected, save the last, relating to

discipline, which the Assembly adopted.^

. But in 1887 the Northern General Assembly was sup-

posed, in some quarters, to have indorsed somewhat more

fully the tenets of the spirituality of the church; and in

response to several overtures touching organic union, the

Assembly, South, appointed a committee to meet with a

similar committee of the Northern Church " for the sole

purpose of inquiring into and ascertaining the facts as to

the point above mentioned, and as to the position that

Assembly proposes to maintain as to colored churches,

ecclesiastical boards, and any other subjects now regarded

as obstacles in the way of united effort for the propagation

of the gospel, and report these facts to the next Assembly

for such action as they may warrant." ^

1 " Minutes of 1S84," p. 19; Alexander's " Digest," p. 504.
'^ " Minutes of 1887," p. 222.
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These committees met, in December, 1887, in joint con-

ference in Louisville. The Southern committee sought

information from the Northern on four subjects, viz.: i.

On the doctrine of the Northern Church as to the spiritual-

ity of the church—whetlier the deliverance of the last

Northern Assembly is to be interpreted in the light of past

political deliverances, which it apparently contravenes, or

whether the Northern Church, " as now constituted, holds

on this subject views different from those entertained by

the two Assemblies to which that church has succeeded."

2. On the principles and policy which would be recognized

as vital by the Northern Assembly in the settlement of the

relation of the colored people in the South to the church,

in case of union. 3. On the subject of " the powers and

responsibilities of ecclesiastical boards " of the Northern

Church, and the extent to which these boards are under

the control of the General Assembly. 4. On the attitude

of opinions within the bounds of the Northern Assembly
" touching those portions of the Confession of Faith which

more specifically involve the great system of truth known
as Calvinistic, and particularly whether there is traceable

any distinct tincture of such Pelagian and semi-Pelagian

heresies as were matter for controversy in 1837." ^

The Northern committee met again in Baltimore in Jan-

uary, 1888, and replied to these questions.

-

The Southern Assembly of 1888 was "unable to dis-

cover in these replies that the obstacles to organic union
"

theretofore " existing between the Northern and Southern

General Assemblies " had " to any considerable extent

been removed." Hence, it continued "established in the

conviction that the cause of truth and righteousness, as

well as the peace and prosperity of our beloved Zion,"

would be " best promoted by remaining ... a distinct

1 " Minutes of 1888," pp. 458, 459.
2 For answers, see " Minutes of 1888," pp. 460-462.
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member of that one body, the church, of which tlie Lord

Jesus Christ is the supreme and everlasting^ head."

This conclusion was a wise and ri^"hteous one. A few

months was sufficient to show that the Northern com-
mittee, if sincere in furnishing" information on the fourth

subject of inquiry, was wofully mistaken. The cry of Re-

vision of the Confession rose in such volume and with such

strident and piercing tones, that the deaf had to hear and

comprehend that Pelagianism was abroad. The Northern

Church was seen to have many gangrened members. Her
fifteen hundred ministers from extra-Presbyterian sources

and her long-comatose New Schoolism showed themselves.

Though the boards of the Northern Church have indeed

been so changed that they differ practically little from our

committees, it would be a retrograde movement to go from

our committees back to boards ; our organization proclaims

the sufficiency of the church for its appointed work and its

unity. But the attitudes toward the negro differ essen-

tially, and would inevitably fill the " united church " with

strife. Northern Pharisees would dictate terms of inter-

course between the Christians of the two races, South,

which would lead to race amalgamation if followed out.

Moreover, the two churches do not stand together, as

the blindest can see, on the non-secular cliaracter of the

church. They cannot stand together in that witness soon.

The past of the Northern Church is too potent on her pres-

ent and her future. She has had a political past. She

glories in it. She has traditions from the past which she

loves, and they keep the spirit alive. Given a similar set

of circumstances, and the Northern Church of to-morrow

would do just as bad or worse than the two Assemblies,

New and Old School, North, did in 1861-65. What if

she makes deliverances on the spirituality of the church,

and points to passages in her confession which set forth
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that doctrine plainly ! Besides, there is a fundamental

difference in the view taken of the moral nature of the

relation of slavery by the Southern Church and that taken

by the New School wing of the Northern Church. This

involves a wide difference in the estimate of the Bible

as God's book. The Southern Church holds the biblical

view, and maintains that it is right. The churches differ

also on the true nature of the ruling elder's office, on the

nature of Romish baptism, on the relation of woman to

the public work of the church, etc. But while refusing

organic union, in 1888 the Assembly appointed a Com-
mittee of Conference with a similar committee from the

Northern Assembly to confer on such modes of fraternal

cooperation " in Christian work, both at home and abroad,

as might be considered practicable and edifying," the said

committee to report to the next Assembly.

The joint committee met in New York in 1888, and in

Atlanta in 1889. They reached agreement on four points,

and were able to report a plan of cooperation which, with

the exceptions that it contained no plank concerning co-

operation in education and contained a provision for the

union of weak contiguous congregations under a common
pastor from either church—like the Plan of Union with

the Congregationalists of 1801—was the close analogue

of the plan of cooperation with the Dutch Reformed
Church.

1

Their report was adopted entire by the Assembly of

1889. The results so far have not been great. The co-

operation in the foreign field is practicable. The ques-

tions which disturb and divide here are not so prominently

before the missionaries and their converts. The coopera-

1 The plank about the evangelization of the colored people was to this

effect : Each church will help the other along the lines of its own preferred

method of working.
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tion in the home field is possible only within narrow limits.

The cooperation in the colored evangelization has not been

largely illustrated. Neither church is satisfied with the

position of the other. Cooperation in publication under

the limits indicated above is useful.

The revision movement and the controversies with the

rationalistic higher critics have blown a cold breath on the

movement of the churches toward each other since 1889.

The churches between which and the Southern Presby-

terian Church there subsist terms of most intimate corre-

spondence to-day are the DutcJi Reformed CInircJi and the

Presbyterian Church, North. Formally, the relation sub-

sisting between the Dutch Reformed Church and the

Presbyterian Church, South, is almost precisely that ex-

isting between our church and the Presbyterian Church,

North. There is a difference in the cordiality. In the

former case the relation sprang spontaneously from both

churches. There has been no hesitancy. In the latter case

the relation is half-hearted on the part of both churches.

4. Thus we have passed over the history of this church

:

her origin, her growth in numbers and wealth, her growth

in the comprehension of the Scriptural doctrine and polity,

her relation to other churches throughout the earth. It

has been shown that there was good reason for her com-

ing into being as a separate church, for her continuing to

exist as a separate church till to-day. God has put high

honors on her in the past, making her a witness for the

non-secular character of the church, and for a Bible Cal-

vinism, and for a Bible that makes God teach and indorse

good ethics, for the government of the church according

to her divine constitution, for the highest form of church

organization in the Presbyterian body, perhaps. She may
never merge her witness for these truths by an adulterous

connection with any church that will not and cannot bear'
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a true witness for them, but to her eternal shame. May
the God who raised up a Thornwell to lead this church in

her infant days, and a McPheeters to suffer for two of her

Synods and for Christians everywhere, who has given a

Dabney and a Peck, an H. M. Smith and a B. M. Palmer

to minister to her people hitherto, raise up spiritual sons

worthy of such fathers to lead the church until another

body who has the same witness to make, or can teach us

a truer one, shall admit us to union with them.

No church has a right to an independent existence

which has not a truth or group of truths to witness for

which other churches in the country do not witness for.

The church that has such a witness to make should main-

tain a separate existence. We believe in union, but in

union with those who hold God's essential truths fully as

we see them.
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