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SIR EDWIN LANDSEER.

FROM

When he was a very little boy Edwin
Landseer used to ask his mother to set
him a copy to draw from, and then—so
his sisters have told me—complain that
she always drew one of two things, either
a shoe or a currant-pudding, of both of
which he was quite tired. When he was
a little older he went to his father and
asked him for teaching. The father was
2 wise man and told his son that he
could not himself teach him to be a
painter. Nature was the only school, ob-
servation the true and only teacher. He
told little Edwin to use his own powers;
to think about all the things he saw; to
copy every thing; and then he turned the
boy out with his brothers to draw the
world as it then existed upon Hampstead
Heath. ‘Their elder sister used to go
with them, a young mentor, and one can
imagine the little party buoyant, active,
in the full delightful spring of early youth.
When I last saw Sir Edwin Landseer
something of this indescribable youthful
brightness still seemed to be with him.
Little Edwin painted a picture in these
very early days, which was afterward sold.
It was called the ‘¢ Mischief-makers”; a
mischievous boy had tied a log of wood
to the tail of a mischievous donkey.
Vot. I, No. 3—38.

MISS THACKERAY’S SKETCH.

When he was thirteen he exhibited the
portrait of a pointer and puppy, and also
the portrait of Mr. Simpson’s mule, ¢ by
Master E. Landseer,” as mentioned in the
catalogue. His first real success was a
picture called ‘‘Fighting Dogs getting
Wind,” in 1817.

When Sir Edwin gave up etching it
was Thomas Landseer. his brother, who
engraved his pictures and did them such
full justice.

There is a pretty little paragraph in
Leslie’s autobiography about Landseer
after he became a student at the Royal
Academy. ‘*Edwin Landseer,” he says,
¢ who entered the Academy very early,
was a pretty little curly-headed boy, and
he attracted Fuseli's attention by his tal-
ents and gentle manners. Fuseli would
look around for him and say, Where is
my ‘little dog-boy.””" The little dog-boy was
then about nineteen years old. When
he was ready to set up in life for himself
he hired a tiny little cottage with a
studio, in St. John’s Wood, and had his
sister, Mrs. Mackenzie, for his house-
keeper. In those days it must have
been almost a country place. There, be-
fore the great eddying wave of life and
popularity had reached the quiet place,
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GREENWAY COURT.

Marie, of Wurtemburg, achieved a tri-
umph over difficulties that was truly
extraordinary, and which entitled her to
be ranked among the artists of genius.
She was brought up under the super-
vision of the queen and Madame de Ma-
let, both women of very contracted ideas
and strong prejudices. The artist, Ary
Scheffer, was instructor of the royal
children in painting, and gave the prin-
cess her first, and, indeed, her only les-
sons and assistance in sculpture, al-
though an art in which she was equally
unpracticed with herself. She had only
executed two or three pieces when the
king ordered of Pradin, the most re-
nowned artist in statuary of that day, a
monumental figure of Joan of Arc, for
the museum of Versailles. Pradin failed
toproduce a statue that satisfied either
the king or himself. The king then re-
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quested his daughter to undertake the
commission, and she immediately set to
work and modeled her figure in wax.
In a wonderfully short time, considering
the difficulties in the way of her accom-
plishing her work, the celebrated figure
of ‘“ Joan of Arc watching by her armor,”
came from her hands, a gloricus success,
and was pronounced the finest modern
statue in Versailles. It wasreceived with
the wildest applause by the soldiers,
After so flattering and encouraging a suc-
cess she gave herself up so entirely to
her work that her health soon failed,
and she only lived to complete six or
eight statues, the most celebrated of
which are, ‘“ The Peri bearing the tears
of the repentant sinner to the foot of
the throne of grace,” ‘‘ The angel at the
gates of heaven,” and the ¢ Pilgrim,”
from Schiller.

GREENWAY COURT.

AN OLD DOMINION BALLAD—A.D. 174S.

BY MARGARET ]J.

PRESTON.

Lord Fairfax sat before the fire
Within his forest hall,

Where antlers wide

on every side

Hung branching from the wall.

Around the casements howled the wind.

The snow was falling deep.

And at his feet, couched in the heat,
His stag-hounds lay asleep.

They heard a horse’
Above the wintry

s hoofs without,

roar,

And with a bay they sprang away
To guard the opening door.

And if their master had not chid
With instant word and frown,

They quick had met, with fierce onset,
The guest, and had him down.
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¢“Shame! Shame! Prince Charles!” Lord Fairfax cried:
<« Off, Berkeley !—With such sport
No friend, I trow, we welcome so
Who comes to Greenway Court.”

He eyed the stripling, straight and tall;
He marked his stalwart frame;

And with a rare and knightly air,
He questioned of his name.

¢ Why, you are but a lad,” he said;
‘¢ And wherefore should you roam
So far away, this wintry day,
From all the sweets of home?

‘¢ At Greenway Court I dwell alone,
A soured and weary man;
With leave to find, far from my kind,
Such pleasures as I can.

¢ But you, why break away so soon
From all home-bringing joy,
To do the work a man might shirk,
While you are such a boy?

‘“Yes, I have acres without count,
That needs but be surveyed;
But what can you, a stripling, do,
With none beside to aid ?”

The boy’s blue eyes shot steel-like clear,
And from his forehead fair,

Fresh with the sheen of scarce sixteen,
He shook the Saxon hair.

¢ I'm a widow’s son,” he said,
(Proud was his look and tone );

¢¢ The staff and stay, you’ll let me say,
My mother loves to own.

¢ With rod and chain I mean to walk
The wilds without a dread;
God’s care, I'm sure, will keep secure
The boy who wins his bread.”

““Aye, will He so!” Lord Fairfax cried;
‘“And ere my days are done,
God wot, I'll hear some word of cheer
About this widow’s son.
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¢« But now forget your rod and chain,
For on the morrow morn
. We'll be away by dawn of day
With huntsman, hound, and horn.

¢« What! ‘Know no woodcraft! Never brought
A pair of antlers down?’
Is that the way they rear to-day
The lads within the town?

¢¢ As sure as Shenandoah flows
In front of Greenway Court,
I promise you a buck or two
Shall grace your maiden sport.”

The Christmas hunt was o’er. The hearth
Blazed bright with knots of pine,

And host and guest, with whetted zest,
Before it supped their wine.

¢ Right merry sport we’ve had to-day ;
And now if any bid
Tell who (he laughed) taught you woodcralft,
Why, say ¢ Lord Fairfax did.””

He called a huntsman: ‘¢ Saddle Duke
Without a moment’s loss,

And lift and lay, as best you may,
That biggest buck across;

¢« And straight to Alexandria ride,
And say, that George, her son,
Sends his day's sport from Greenway Court
7o Mistress ashington ! %

*Thomas, Lord Fairfax, after a love disappointment that embittered his life, retired to his
boundless acres on the Shenandoah, and there built ¢“ Greenway Court,” where he lived in rude

Paronill style for many years. He was always proud to say that he had taught George Wash-
Ington, when a lad, to hunt.

THERE is a jewel which no Indian mine can buy,
No chemic art can counterfeit ;

It makes men rich in greatest poverty,

Makes water wine, turns wooden cups to gold,
The homely whistle to sweet music’s strain;
Seldom it comes—to few from heaven sent—
That much in little—all in naught—content.

— IVilbye (Madrigal).
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