
16 THE RIGHT TEMPER. 

His will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of 
God." That is a truth illustrated in the life and expe
rience of every converted man. The apostle James also 
says: "Be ye doers of the word and not hearers only, 
deceiving your own selves. For if a man be a hearer of 
the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man behold
ing his natural face in a glass : for he beholdeth himself 
and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what man
ner of man he was. But whoso looketh into the perfect 
law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a 
forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall 
be blessed in his deed." How can he understand the 
place charity should occupy in a system of practical 
theology, who carries grudges and old hatred in his 
bosom? How can he know the connexion between 
Christ's poverty and our riches, whose soul is never drawn 
out to the needy, but trusts in uncertain riches 1 .�,,-

Of course the whole spirit and temper of the Biblic,.: , 
student should be evangelical. A mere legalist in the- · · 

, ology is as wide of the truth, as he is far from holy liv
ing. If Jesus Christ is not the Alpha and the Omega of 
our theological system, it matters little what else is in 
it. A '' Christless Christianity" is as false in theory 
as it is powerless in practice. But on this subject I have 
said so much in writings which are before the public, 
that it is needless at present to say more. 

Whoever thus studies God's word, will become wise 
unto salvation, and will know more than his teachers; 
more than the ancients. He shall receive the blessing 
from the Lord and righteousness from the God of his 
s:11 va.tion. 
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E 1ERY one must have observed that very different 
degrees of success attend the studies of those engaged 
in inquiring into sacred things. Nor is this difference 
always decided by natural talents, nor by literary ac
quirements. Wholly sanctified to the glory of God, 
these are truly important; but relied upon, they augur 
but a splendiJ failure. The history of the Church 
abounds in mournful illustrations of the danger of 
leaning on these things, and of forgetting the necessity 
of other and higher qualifications. 

That the study of religious truth, conducted in a 
wrong temper, will be productive of little or no profit,, 
is a truth commonly admitted by serious people. Sure-
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