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INTRODUCTION.

BY

REV. JOSEPH CLAYBAUGH, D. D.

Tue Telegraph is a wonderful invention, but not more so than
the art of recording and transmitting thought to distant ages; and
ot half so useful. By this art the sages of the most remote
antiquity, though dead, yet speak, and pour the treasures of their
gifted minds into our ears, mould our thoughts, carry us back to
their own age, and enable us to live amid scenes with which they
were conversant. We sit at the feet of Reformers, and Apostles,
and Prophets, and hear the voice of men who thousands of years.
ago spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. The Telegraph
may reach from the Atlantic to the Pacific and may even begirt the
globe, putting cities and towns along its entire circle into instan-
taneous communication as to the interests of the moment; but this
art puts the countless millions of successive ages, down to the
latest generations, into communication with the noblest minds of
the past, up to the very infancy of time ; and that in relatjon to our
everlasting interests. Thus Paul and Moses, for example, beconto
the permanent instructors of the human race. The information
which the Telegraph conveys, would in time reach us by other
means; while, but for this art, all the wisdom of the past would be
irrecoverably lost.

The power of thus transmitting the productions of mind has been
greatly increased by the art of printing, carried as it now is to won-
derful perfection. And God times all these inventions, and makes
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them subservient to His own cause. Thus, from the earliest ages
the art of writing served to hand down His truth; the art of print-
ing was introduced in time to aid in the revival of its knowledge ;
and modern inventions and improvements, not excepting light-
ning and steam, are to be subservient to its rapid and universal
diffusion. '

The design of Tk ‘Pyreir ‘of. Tae iAssociiTe RerorwEn
PressyTeRIAN CHURCH,” is not only to bring the whole church
into communication with the minds of its respective ministers, whom
they could not otherwise hear, but te bring the present, and future
generations, into communication with the ministry of the past. It
is not merely to extend the voice of the living ministry, so that they
may severally speak to the thousands of the church, but to revive
the voice of our fathers and send it down, along with the voice of
their sons, to postétity. The fathers will be enebled to speak to
us, and the brethren North, South, East and West, will be enabled to

speak to each other’s congregations, and all to coming gengrations,
that all may see how with one voice they proclaim the wonderful
works of God.

"Who would not count it a prmlege to sit down and hear the
founders and pioneers of our church ! Many of them were master-
workmen, who faithfully and ably served their generauon but few
of them have left anything in print. The manuscripts of many of
those sermons which edified the church in their day, it is presumed
yet remain; and the Pulpit, by placing them before its rea.ders,
would direct their minds into the very same channels of thought,

into which these men of God directed the minds of our predecessors.

"And the present ministry and church may here find a standard
worthy their study. The sound, solid, savory instruction of these
fathers may do much to crane up the modern pulpit and church to
a nobler eminence. They had little of the tinsel now so much in
request ; but they had the eloquence of thought, the eloque_nce of

hearts inditing good matter and speaking the things which they had

prepared touching the king, the eloquence of men who came with
the fullness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ.

We noed a church literature, and this will be one means of
furnishing it. The influence of a church also depeﬁds much on
its being known, and this depends greatly on its authorship. On
account of their western location, and their congregations being
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chiefly rural, the ministry of the Associate Reformed Church are,
considering their number and their qualifications, in comparative
obscurity. Situated as they are, their principal means of becoming
known, and thereby exerting an influence at large, is that very
means which they seem to have most neglected—the Press.
By this means we have it in our power to make ourselves known
and felt in the great Christian brotherhood; and it is hoped, that
the PuLpir will contribute much toward bringing us into more
direct communication with the several parts of the Evangelical
Body.

Heaven will bring the servants and people of God of all genera-
tions into close communion, mind with mind, heart with heart.
The church triumphant and the church militant are one—one
family, part in heaven and part on earth. The church militant, in -
all its branches, is one. By publications, such as this is designed
to be, we may obtain a faint realization of these truths. The minds
of the different parts of the church being brought into communion
with one another, and the minds of the people of God now on
earth being brought into communion with the minds of those ven-
erated teachers who are now around the Throne, we may discover
that brethren in Christ, everywhere and in all ages, think and feel
alike—are one in principle and affection ; that the children of God
scattered abroad in different quarters and sects, have the same
Master, the same cause, the same duties, labors, trials, and sup-
ports; and that those who are now gone to glory, traveled the
same path which we are journeying, and were sustained by the
same faith and hope. And thus we may, on the one hand, be
comforted while we bewail the divisions which rend the church ;
and stimulated, on the other, to be * followers of those, who, through
faith and patience inherit the promises.”

Ozford, Ohio, January 16¢k, 1860,



THE PULPIT

ASSOCTATE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH.

SERMON I.

THE CHRISTIAN'S HOPE.

. BY REV. JOSEPH M’ CARRELL, D. D.

Pﬂl‘orqfllemt A. R. Church, and Professor of Theology in the A. R. Theo-
logical Seminary, Newburgh, N. Y.

“Bixsszn be the God and Fatber of our Lord Jesus Christ, which, according to his
abundant mercy, hath begotten us again unto a lively hope, by the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and
that fadeth not awsy, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of
Godthroughmlhunmdvahon,mdy to be revealed in the last time.”

1 Peter 1:3,4,5.

It is a declaration of the Word of God, which is con-
firmed by universal experience, “ man that is born of a woman
i8 of few days, and full of trouble.” Wherever we turn our
eyes, we discern the traces of uneasiness, disappointment, and
distress. And even those whose gay appearance might seem
to denote the greatest enjoyment, are inwardly tortured with
undatisfied desires, which, viper-like, prey upon their vitals
and extort from them the anxious cry which breaks upon our
ears from every quarter, * who will show us any good?” Nor
can the Christian plead any exemption from the common lot.
On the contrary, in addition to the ordinary calamities of
life, he has to endure fightings without, and fears within, the
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subtle temptations of Satan, the ensnarements of the world
on the one hand, and its persecutions on the other; and, worst
of all, the plague of his own heart, the sin that dwelleth in
him, which spmeftimes separafely, and somefimes' with united
force, distract and almost overwhelm his soul. “Though
now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through
manifold temptations.” But while the believer takes his full
share of suﬁ'qnng with the men of the world, he enjoys a
consolation ' they know nothing ‘of. ' That consolation is the
hope of eternal glory and joy. From the depth of his dis-
tress he raises his heart to his home ih heAven, and rejoices
with joy unspeakable and full of glory.

Under the influence of the spirit of inspiration, Peter, the
Apostle of Jesus Clmpt, addresses the Hebrew Christians,
scattered through various parts of Asia Minor, and entering
into the condition and feelings of those to whom he wrote,
he excites them to the discharge of their appropriate duties
by presenting- to their' view their charat:ter arid state, theu'
priviteges and prospects

Inferring their eternal election from its frults, and denomi-
nating the church from the better part of it, he takes his be-
ginning from the source of all saving blessings, the electing
love of God,and tracing the various links in ‘that:golden chain
of covenant’ blessrngs ‘which unitées God to man, and draws
man up to God, he touches upon their regeneration by the
power of the holy spirit, their justification by the rightedus-
ness of the Lord Jesus Christ, and then as his mind stretches
forward to eternity in a rapture of praise, he: exclaims,
#Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
which, according to' his abundant mercy, hath begotten us
again’ unto a lively hope, by the' resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead; to an inheritance. incorruptible, and undsfiled,
and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, whe
aré kept by the power of God through faith unto. calvauon,
ready to be revealed in the last time.” - SO

' The reigning idea in the text is the C&rmm'shopa nnd we
have passed before us, first, {ts author ; second, its motive ; third,
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its proximate cause; fourth, its nature » fifth, its ground; sixth,
‘its object, and seventh, its seourity, o

, L. Its author, “ The Ged and Father of our, Lnrd ] esus Chnstq”
The chazacter of, God considered sbsolutely, is caleylated 1o
appall the heart of the sinnexr. His tnspotted holiness, His
inflexible . justice, His .inviolable .truth,: make it absolutely
necessary that He should hate and pumsh sin. And while the
law thunders in- his ear, cursed is every ane. that continueth
not in all things written in the book of the law to do it, the
guilty soul fligs with dismay from: the presesce of Him whom
he despairs of appeasing, and whom he cannot love.. But, when
these oconsuming glories of his character. are reconciled and
blanded with, His merey and His love;:in the person and work
of Emanuel, God-man. Mediator, God with ug, then can. the
soul that..sees. Him : thus, approach Him with, confidence)
although covered: with pollutions and. black with - crimes,
Although owr Lord Jesus Christ.is in his essential glory, God
equaal with the Father, yet, as he condescended.to becoms
a servant in performmg .the work of Mediator, the Father is
called his God and Father. “The Word  was.with. God, and
the Word was, Gody”’. the etexnal life which, was with the
Father.and which was manifested unto us, * Who, heing in the
Torm of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God3
but, made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the
form of m servant, and was made in the likeness of men: and
bomg found in fashion as a map, he humbled bjmself, and
became obedient unto, death, even the death of the cross.”

. In the proclamation of his. grace, Ged. offers tp become.n
father to eyery;sinner who believes upon.the name. of his son
Jesus Christi “ Wherefore coma.out, from among them, and ba
ye separate, saith the Lord, and; touch not theunclean thing;
md I will receive you, and I will be:a father unto you, snd
ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.”
“ As many a3 received him, to them gave he power.to bacome
the sons. of God, even to them that believe on his bame: who
wero borm Det of. blood, nor. of the will .of the-flesh, nor of
the. will of man, himt of God.” Them is -one. honared and
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happy family of which God is the Father, and Christ the first:
born among many brethren; “Go unto my brethren, and tell
them that I go unto my Father, and your Father, and to-my
God, and your God.” In this tender and endearing char-
acter is God the muthor of this blessed hope. But why
should God bestow this preclous benefit upon any of our rmned
sinful race?

- IL. The moving cause is * his abundant mercy.” :There is
nothing in us to draw the love or deserve the favor of God.

Enemies in our hearts to him by evil works, nay, enmity
itself .by nature against him, what could we expect, but
fearful wrath and fiery indignation. A very mass of moral
pollution and guilt, with what complacency could Infinite
Purity regard us?. Verily, the only reason is to be found in
himself, in' the .overflowing fullness of His own compassion.
Because I am God and not man, therefore, ye sous of Jacob
are not consumed; for as the heavens are high above the
earth, so are my ways above your ways, and my thoughts
above your thoughts. From this exuberant goodness pros
ceeded the new birth, as :

III. The immediate cause of thls good hope..

Such  fruits as this gracious hope never can grow upon
the dead trunk of our fallen, unrenewed nature; &s the stream
cannot run higher than its fountain, no heavenly hopes can
emanate from earthly minds. Hope is the desire and expect-
ation of something future, which is regarded as good. But
the unrenewed mind has no taste or relish for spiritual enjoy-
ments: nay, it disgusts 'and-hates them, “The carnal mind
is enmity against God.” The pleasure which unrenewed men
take in religious exercises, is derived from something in ‘themy
or connected with them, which pleases their carnal nature;
dnd not on account of the delight they enjoy in'communion
with God." The more entirely spiritual such exercises are, the
less they are relished. Nay, were it possible that such pér-
sons should be admitted into heaven, with reverence be it
spoken, not all heaven could make them blessed. But when
in regeneration the Holy Spirit nakes the redeemed simner
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partaker of a divine nature, implants holy tastes, and excites
holy desires, then can the soul, encouraged by the good word
of the Lord in- his precious promises, stretch forward in the
hope of a happiness, holy as its author, large as its utmost
wishes, and lasting as eternity. It is important then, to mark,

IV. Its distinctive nature “a lively hope.” The word
rendered lively, signifies /iving, and the contrast which it im-
plies, is not between the different degrees of vigor in a true
hope, but between a true and a false. Alas! how'many there
are .in the Christian chureh whose hope leaves them as
earthly-minded as it found them, and has no more efficacy in
supporting themr under afflictions, or exciting them ta holi-
ness of life, than if the inspired descriptions of the happiness
of heaven were the fictitious history of some ideal world:
But this living. hope, like everything else that lives, is efficient,
is active, according to its distinct nature. Passing the con-
fines of time, it apprehends the unseen glories of the eternal
world, and keeps the believer steady amid all the fluctuations
of earthly things, “ Which hope we have, as an anchor of the
soul, both sure and steadfast, and which entereth into that
within the vail.”™

But on what ground can a sinner hope? Willa God of
infinite purity, whose throne is established in justice and
judgment, suspend or reverse the laws of his moral govern-
ment, for the sake of saving a creature that hates hxm, from
the just demerit of his crimes? ,

Here is a problem which had baﬂied the wisdom of the
schools for, ages, and would have baffled it forever. But
blessed he the God -and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
problem.is solved .in the scriptures of truth, “ When .in the
wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it
pleased God by the foolishpess of preaching, to save them that
believe.” The Lord Jesus was delivered for our offenses, and
raised again for our justification, and therefore,

V. The ground of the Christian’s hope, is the resurrection
of our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead. This grand fant of
our holy religion, lays the surest foundation for the sinner’s
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hape. ; But for this, the tomb of Joseph had: entombéd: for
sver. the hopes.of man. But as our Lord Jesus not only
died, ‘but vose dgmin in our stead, as the surety and rep-
resentative of the ¢hurch, which he purchased; with his own
blood, the fact of his resurrection is the testimony of God
that he had gloriously succeeded in the work which' he Had
undertaken. to do, that:he hiad finished the mgressiw, rrade
an end of sin, made reconciliation: for: iniquity, 'and - brought
in -éverlasting mghteousness. The justice ‘of God, then,:as
well -as his mercy, his faithfulness, as well as 'his love, are
concerned in giving us:a well-groanded hope. -

- VI The ultimate objeot of this hope is, “ An mheritanee in-
corruptible dnd undefiled, and that fadeth not away.” Every
word is emphatical. I is an inkeritance. Regenerated by the
divine spirit, and adopted into his family, believers:become thé
children of God, and, if children, then heirs, heirs of God, wnd
Joint-heirs: with Ohtist: all things are eurs; whether Paul, or
Apollos, or Cephas, or death, or life, or things present, or things
to come; all things are ours; and we are Christ’s ; and Christ is
Geod’s. - When the spirit of inspiration would-exalt our coneep-
tion of the reward of the saints, he takes his illustrations from
the grandest, host precious, and most delightful of earthly ob-
jects, and demies of them those imperfections with vhich
they. are ever found conmected. It is a kingdom, but a king-
dom that shall neverend; a Crown, a.crown of glovy, a-orewn
of glory that fadeth not away.. And rising te faults, true
eritics .dars’ not mend, he exalts our comception: of teir
blessedness, by showing the impossibility of its adequate ex-
pression; ‘for it is d far more exceeding, even'an eternal
weight of glory. In'the language of ‘the text; there is an fms
plied contrast between the-things that are seen dnd tempoml
and those which are unseen and eternal. '« = '

' K i incorruptible. Every earthly inlieritarice séon perishes;
and goes to deeay. ‘The vicismitudes of this mortal life are
ocontinually mocking the hopes of ‘those who serve ‘the ldsts
of ‘the flesh, the lust of the eye and the pride of life. Let
them acquire ' as'-much ‘of the object. of their idélatrous
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desires,as they will, let them swim in the. pleasures of sensual
indulgenrce, or feast their eyes with their glittering hoatds, or
be borne op the wiugs of fame through'the whele earth, thd
proudest monument they can erect to their darling idol; will
crumble umder the hand of all-<comstiming time, or be leveiled
with. the 'dust, By the unseen stroke' of a wonder-working
Providence, in the twinkling of an eye.. Riches take to'them-
selves wings.and fly away ;. and favor is deceitfal.. The 'man
who today is the idol of the populace, may tomorrow be the
object of their bitterest execration. The multitudes that ¢ried
hosanna to the som of David one day, on dnother cried cru-
cify him, crucify him.  And' those who seek their happimess
in sensual enjoyments, may see their character and their doom
reflected .in himm who said to himself; soul take thine ease, éat,
drink, and:be merry, for .thou. hast ‘much goods laid up for
many years: but:to whom: God said, thou fool, this night thy
soul shall be required of thee. " So perishable is every earthly
good. Not so the believer’s - inheritance. - Consisting in
entire deliverance from sin and misery, the perfect restoras
tion of his whole nature, soul, body and spirit, to primitive per-
fection and beauty, and :the beatific vision of God in glory, his
happiness, instead of lessening, will grow with the growth, and
strengthen with the strength:of his glorified faculties, as they!
are for ever expanding under the culture of the Lamb, m thé
midst of - the throne, who feeds his people, leads them: by ‘fofri«
tains of living waters, and wipes away all tears from their eyess

It is undefiled. The word, in. the original, is derived
from one which signifies a stone, the asbestos, that' grows
cleaner and brighter by the action of fire. So the distinguish-.
ing. characteristic of this felicity is its purity, holiness, which’
will only become more manifest aud glorious through: the
revolving ages of eternity. The reason is obvious; the per-
fection and happiness of our nature, consists in the love and-
service of God. Whenever then, this divine orderis broken, and'
men love and serve the creature more than the Creatcr, who:
is blessed for evermore, nothing but moril ‘pollution and
misery can ensue. . But when we shall be restoréd fo primitive
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perfection, and glory has completed what grace began; not a
spot shall stain the bright robes of our salvation. We shall
be holy a8 God is holy, we shall be like him, for we shall see
him as he is. ‘ ‘

. It fadeth mot away. The beauty of every earthly object
soon vanishes; what at first filled its possessor with rapture,
soon becomes stale and insipid; but the flowers of ‘paradise
are in perpetual bloom. The beauty of the Lord our God
will be continually unfolding to our enraptured view. From
our knowledge of the past, and of the perfections of God, we
may be permitted to infer the future. What delight must
have filled the heavenly hosts, when at the almighty fiat, the
world sprang into being; when the morning stars sang to-
gether, and all the sons of God shouted for joy. There was
a new display of the glories of Him whom they delighted to
honor. What delight unutterable, must have thrilled the
spirits of the redeemed, when the announcement of the angels
oa the plains of Bethlehem, was repeated in heaven; “Unto
you is born this day, in the city of David, the Saviour, whi¢h’
is Christ the Lord.” When will they be tired of singing the
song of Moses and of the Lamb, to Him that was slain, and
redeemed us to God by his blood, and made us to our God
kings and priests? When will they have exhausted the
themes of praise and -adoration, which shall have been fur-
nished in the short period of this world’s duration? And shall
eternity afford no new display of the divine glory? - And shalt
that period ever arrive, when they shall have grasped, and
enjoyed, and exhausted the infinitude of Jehoval’s'glory? It
cannot be. “And he showed me a pure river of water of
life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and
of the Lamb. In the midst of the street of it, and on either
side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve
manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the
leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. And
there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of
the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him:
and they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their
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foreheads. And there shall be no night there; and they need
no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth
them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever.” .

Ah, cries the timid believer, this inheritance is glorious in-
deed, beyond description or even conception of mortals. But
my heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked.
How shall I know that my hope will not fail me in the time
of my greatest need? that although now rejoicing in the
hope of the glory of God, I shall not before tomorrow’s sun
be mingling my groans with the damned! Be of good cheer,
the text contains the security of your hope. -

: VII. “Reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the
power of God through faith unto salvatlon, ready to be
revealed in the last time.”

Both the inheritance and the heirs are in safe keeping, for
they are in the hands of God. If indeed, the enjoyment of
the object of this hope depended in any part upon ourselves,
we never could be sure that that part would be performed,
and therefore the most fearful uncertainty must always per-
vade our prospects. But we have not so learned Christ.
The God of salvation has taken the work into his own hands.
«] will put my fear into their hearts, and they shall not de-
part from me. I will put my spirit within you, and cause you.
to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my command-
ments, and do them.” His power redeems the pledge which
his faithfulness had given, gives life to their souls that were
dead in trespasses and sins, works faith in them by the same
mighty power which raised our Lord Jesus Christ from the
dead, and through the medium of that faith which he implants
and constantly sustains and nourishes from on high, enables.
them to draw from the fullness that is in Christ, grace to help
in every time of need, until they are- made meet for the in-
heritance of the saints in light, “ Who are kept by the power
of God through faith unto salvation.” .As the heirs are pre-
served, so that they shall not forfeit their title, so the inheri-
tance itself is reserved in heaven safe from the vicissitudes

and storms of earth.
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Although believeds even in. this life enjoy somre of the first:
- fruits of the inheritdnce, and when absent from the. body are:
present with the: Lord in all the felicities of the spirits of the
just made perfeet, yet it.is reserved for the day of judgrhéent
to put them into the full possession of the purchased possess:
.sion, “ready to be revealed in the last time.” Then shall
the corruptible put -on -ineorruption, and then' mortal . put
on immortality, and the’ triumphant 'song be sung by all the
host of the redeemed. “O’ death, where is: thy sting? O:
grave, where ia thy victory! The: sting of death is sin, and
the strength of sin is the law. Thanks be unto God, which:
giveth us the victery through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Then
in'soul and -bady perfect in their master’s image, with -what
delight unutterable shall they hear from his lips the sentence,
“Oame, ye blessed of my father, mherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of ‘the world.” =~ - .
. - ¢ Heaven lifts its everldsting portals high,
And bids the pure in heart behold their God.” S
Spch O believer in Jesus, is thy living hope! - What rhos
tives dods it furnish for thankfulness, resignation under the
utiavoidable calamities of life, and devated obedience to GodT
Happy Christian! Although' the rich ‘and the gay, and the:
great ones of this eatth, may affect to look down upon you
with contempt, holy angels minister unto you as heirs of - sal-
vation; all the. stores of Providence and grace aré open for
the supply of your wants, and heaven itself awaits you at the
end of your courke, Wbere.fore, comfort one another Witha
these words. - - U
Why, then, should you' not endure with pﬂlence, thase.
salutary afflictions which your heavenly Father is pleased to
employ as means of. your santification, t6 wean you from this
world, and to prepare you for glory.. - These are found in the
list of your privileges, “ We glory in tribulations also: know-
ing that tribulation worketh patience; and patience, experi«
eivce; ‘and experience, hope; and hope makéth not ashamed
because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts, by the
Holy Ghost which is given unto us.” And the light afilictios,
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whiclr is. but for a moment, worketh for ugs.4. far more exceed:
ing and eternal weight of glory; while we look not- at the -
things which are seen, but -at the things which are not seen:
for the things which are seen are tempora.l; but the thmgl
which are not seen are eternal. . .

He that hath this hope.on Hlm, Chnst., punﬁeth lnm-
self even as he, on whom it terminates, is pure. ' The more
vigorous and lively our hope of spending a: happy eter-
nity in the presence of that Saviour, wham, having net
seen, we have been enabléed to love, and believing in him
whom we have'not seen; to rejoice sometimes with joy up-
speakable and full of glory, the more faithful and diligent will
be our endeavors to serve him in the world. If we confidently
expected a visit from’ a-highly-esteemed and much-respected
friend, how cheerfully diligent should we:be, that our house
might be set in order, and everything prepared for giving him
a joyful reception; and the more, the nearer the time of his
expected arrival approached.’ ¢ Behold,” says Jesus, “I come
quickly, and my reward is with me.” And are we willing
that he should find us encumbered with the' cares, and . pol-
luted with the pleasures of life;  our graces languishing, our
corruptions ‘strong; and ourselves more disposed to dread his
presence, than to say, in the language of the church and with
strong desire, “ Come Lord Jesus, come quickly.” If so, we
have reason to call in question the genuineness of our hope:;
for either the essential principles of our nature cease to act
when exalted and purified by divine grace, or.the hope of a
far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, will nerve
our arm in the spiritual warfare with might invincible,
quicken every faculty in the divine life,and induce us to lay aside
every weight, and the sin that doth most easily beset us, and
run with patience the race set before us. Can we look upon the
recompense of the reward, regard it as our own, and view its
rapid approach, and not be stirred up to meet it? ¢ Where-
fore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord; forasmuch as ye know
that yol21r labor shall not be in vain in the Lord.” ¢Blessed
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is that servant, whom his Lord, when he cometh, shall find so
doing.” A few short days or months, or years at most, and
all that is distressing in this vale of tears, and all that remain-
ing unholiness of heart and life, which now so often wrings
~with penitential sorrow the - believing soul shall be done
away forever; and your feet, O believer, even yours, shall
stand within the gates of the heavenly Jerusalem; your eyes
behold the king in his beauty, and your heart overflow with
the enjoyment of his love.

But what shall I say to you, who, being without Christ, are
without hope, and have neither part nor lot in the great sal-
vation? You, also, have an inheritance, but it is the worm
that dieth not, and the fire that shall never be quenched. As
eye hath not- seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered the
‘heart of man, what God hath prepared for them that love
Him, equally unutterable and inconceivable are the height
and depth, the breadth and length of that woe, intolerable and
eternal, which shall be the portion of those who continue to
neglect so great salvation. Turn, then, to the stronghold,
‘ye prisoners of hope: flee to the city of refuge lest the
‘avenger of blood overtake you. By the horrors of that pit
of perdition and despair to which your steps are now tending ;
by the glories of that heaven upon which you have turned
your backs; by the allegiance which you owe to the King
Eternal, and the judgment seat of Christ, before which we -
must all appear; I enjoin you to flee for refuge to the hope
set before you. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,and you shall
‘be saved. If you do so, the promise and the oath of Him who
cannot lie, are pledged that you shall have strong. consolation.
But if you refuse, you have the same securities that woe, woe,
woe, shall be unto you forever.
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“Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for
your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.”?
. ) 2 Cor. 8: 9.

Ir is a 'striking peculiarity of that system of religion ‘which
is revealed in the Bible, that it proposes to meliorate the
moral eondition of man, by first changing his heart, and then
regulating his life. Viewing the moral condition of man in
the light of truth; contemplating the human character as it
really is; looking fairly at the fact, that the heart of man, is
not right with God, and consequently that the very fountain
of moral action is poisoned, the primary object of that reli-
gion of which Jesus Christ is the author, is to change the
heart. From the heart, proceed evil thoughts, and these
display themselves in murderous and unhallowed practices.
And according to the philosophy of the Bible, the only effect-
ual way to check the flow of these deadly streams, is to
purify the fountain.

But overlooking the true character of man’s condition as a
sinner, the various systems of false religion which have pre-
vailed in the world, have expended their feeble energies, in
endeavoring to restrain and control the evil propensities of
our depraved nature, while they have neglected to purify the
fountain in which they originate. 'And hence it came to pass,
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that under the influence of paganism, so far was the moral

condition of the world from being improved, that every spe- .
cies of wickedness became prevalent, until the most impious

and horrid abominations were incorporated with the very

services of religion. And such was the moral condition of

the world, when Jesus Christ appeared on earth, the light of

the world. In that system of religion which he delivered to

mankind, it is an elementary principle, that we must be born .
again, before we can see the kingdom of God. While the
heaven to which christianity proposes to conduct us, is a habi-
tation of holiness into which no unclean thing can enter, its
primary object is to produce purity of heart, as an indispen-
sible qualification for the enjoyment of future blessedness.
«Blessed are the pure in heart,” is its divine language, *for
they shall see God.”

In the cultivation of purity of heart,and in preparmg hlm-
self for the enjoyment of the heavenly state, the disciple of
Christ, may not confine his attention exclusively to his own
individual interests; but, under the expansive ‘influence of
genuine benevolence, must act with respect to the glory of
God and the good of his fellow-men. Hence that important
precept of christianity, ¢ Let your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father
who is in heaven.”

And here christianity as a practlcal system adapted to .the
improvement of man’s moral condition, has decidedly the ad-
vantage over every other system of religion. While the pre-
cepts of the gospel are of the most pure and exalted charac-
ter, and while the virtues which it inculcates have the most
direct tendency to promote human happiness; obedience to
these precepts and the practice of these virtues are recommend-
ed by a most noble example. Are we required to evince our
submission to the will of God? We have proposed for qur
imitation, the attractive example of our Lord, who regarded
it as his meat to do the will of Him that sent him; and whose
language is, “Father, not my will, but thine be done.” Are
we called to the exercise of humility? We have in the life
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of our divine Master a complete exemplification of this Chris-
tian grace, whose very name is unknown to the most perfect
systems of paganism. Let this mind be in you, which was
also in Christ, who, being in the form of God, thought it not
robbery to be equal with God; and yet, he made himself of no
_ reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was
made in the likeness of men. Are we exhorted to the exer-
cise of meekness and patience under injuries? We have pre-
sented to our view the example of Him, who, when he was
reviled, reviléd not. again; when he suftered, he threatened
not. And in the passage before us, in which the Apostle is
exhorting his brethren of Corinth to manifest their Christian
benevolence in ministering to the supply of the wants of those
- who were destitute, his grand argument is drawn from the
example of our Lord.. “Ye know the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ.”

In these Words there are three thmgs whlch demand our
attention,

- L. The original 'dignity and glory of our Lord; He was
rich. o '

II. The humiliation to which he submitted, and the grace
therein displayed. Ye know the grace of Christ, that though
he was rich, for your sakes he became poor.

- III. The important blessings resulting to us from his humili-
ation. ' That ye through his poverty might be rich.

I. The first subject which demands our attention is the
original dignity -and glory of the Lord Jesus. He was rich.
If we contemplate the character of Jesus Christ, simply as
the ‘son of Joseph and Mary; if we view him in the light of
certain modern systems of theology, it would evidently be an
abuse of language to speak of him as one who was rich. His
parents were 1ot of 'the opulent or dignified class of society.
They were indeed pious, and consequently in the best sense
of the word, honorable individuals; but still their allotment
was in the humble walks of life. As a man, therefore, the son
of 'Joseph, was not an heir, either to the honors, or to the
. wealth of the world. Descended from parents in compara-
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tively obscure circumstances, the world, ignorant of his trie
character, rejected him, while it inquired in derision, ¢“Is not
this the carpenter’s son” But though, while he was in'the
world, the world knew him not, “ We,” says an Apostle,
“beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the
Father, full of grace and truth.”" Who then I ask, is this son
of man, in relation to whom there have been ffom the’ begin+
ning such discordarit opinions? To this inquiry I reply,

(1). He is a divine person; and therefore with infinite
propriety, the Apostle says, he was rich. Andin confirina:
tion of this position, my difficulty is not to find proof in . the
oracles of truth, but to make a selection from that abundanee
and variety of proof which appears on almost every page of
the Bible. There is not a name peculiar to the living and
true God; there is not a title or-an attribute, which dis-
tinguishes the self-existent One from all created beings, which
is not in the lively oracles appropriated to that Jesus, whose
name, is to the Christian as ointment poured forth. Is Jeho-
vah, that peculiar name which designates the self-existent and
independent God; a name which distinguishes the true God
frem all those false deities, which are vanity and a lie? This
name is by the spirit of inspiration again ahd again applied
to the son of God. For example: the prophet. Isaiah, when
ih vision he beheld the glory of the Lord, exclaims, * Wo is
me, for I amn undone; because I am a man of 'unclean
lips, and 1 dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips;
for mine eyes have seen the king, the Lord (Jehovah) of
hosts.”—Isaiah 6: 5. “These words were uttered by the
prophet,” says the Apostle John, “when he saw'the glory of
the Lord Jesus, and spake of him.”-—John 12: 41. Is ‘crea-
tion the peculiar work of the Almighty? Jesus Christ was
in the beginning with God, and was God. “ All things were
made by him, and without him, was not -anything meade that
was made.”—John 1: 3. Is religious worship ‘to be offered
only unto God; and do the sacred scriptures dehounce the
miost fearful maledictions against those who serve other gods?
It is the solemn command of heavén, that all men sheuld
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honor .the Son, even as they henor the Father. . ¢« And when
he bringeth the first begotten into the world, he saith, and let
all the angels of God worship him.”—Heb. 1: 6. Is eternity
the peculiar attribute of the Jiving Ged? . “ Jesus Christ is the
same .yesterday, today and forever.”—Heb. 13: 8. If then
plain language has any meaning; if the oracles of truth do
not contain .an empty parade of insignificant phrases; then,
beyond -controversy, that Jesus- who is the beloved of our
souls, and in whom is all our hope of salvanon, isin very
deed, “Tue erear Gop our Saviour.” .

(2). Jesus Christ is likewise the soverelgn propnetor of all
things in heaven and in earth; and is therefore with the ut.
most propriety said to be rich. To him the earth with all its
fullness, and the heavens with all their glory belong of right,
for his power called them into existence. Of old he laid the
foundations of- the earth, and the heavens arg the work of his
hands. The vast blue vault of heaven; the dazzling splendor
of the sun; and the sparkling brilliancy of the starry firma-
ment, are only exhibitions of a portion of that jnfinitude of
glory which is in himself. The beauty which adorns the
landscape; . the fragrance which perfumes the ajr; apd the
loveliness in which the flowers of the field pre arrayed, arg
only emanations from that infinite fullness which is in him,
who is altogether lovely. All the beauty, and the grandeur, and
the glory of creation are from him, and to him they belong,
On him the eyes of all things wait, and from his vast stores
house, he gives them their meat in dye season. He opens hia
hand, and satisfies the desire of every living thing. Thg
earth is his, with the fullness thereof; the world apd they that
dwell therein. Every beast of the forest is his; and the cat.
tle upon a thousand hills. He knows nll the fowls of the
mountains, and the wild heasts of the field are his, ‘He
clothes the -pastures with flocks, and covergthe valleys with
corn for their supply; and the earth is full of his riches. And
while he sustains in being the archangel who bows before his
throne, and ministers to cherubim and seraphim supplies of
bliss out of that inexhaustible fountain which is in himself,



24 " THE GRAOE OF CHRIST.

his beneficence- does-not pass upheeded the young ravens
which cry unto him. -This Jesus, then, to whom belong the
underived glories of the Godhead, and who is the possessor
of heaven and of earth was rich, :

II. But he who was rich became poor. Let us.then in the
next place contemplate the humiliation to which the Son of
God submitted, and the grace and -condescension therein dis-
played. The language of the Apostle, very plainly conveys
the -idea, that the Lord Jesus for the accomplishment of an
important object, voluntarily submitted to be brought’ down
frem an exalted to a humble condition. - Though he was rich
yet he became poor.- As we have already seen, he was essen+
tially the everlasting: Ged; the Alpha and Omega; the be-
ginning and the ending; and yet he appeared in our world an
infant of days. - He was the brightness of the Father’s glory
and the express image of his person; and yet, “forasmuch as
the children were partakers of flesh and blood, he also him-
self likewise took part of the same.” Though he was in the
form of God, and thought it not robbery to be.equal with
God, yét he humbled himself; made himself of no reputation
and took upon himself the form of a servant, and was made
in the likeness of men. His creative power called the earth
with all its fullness into existence; his hand stretched.out the
expanse, and by his spirit he garnished the heavens with
beauty; and yet he appeared among men the babe of Beth-
lehem; he was born in the stable of a public inn, and was
cradled in a menger. Though he was the eternal lawgiver
to whom angels and men owe allegiance, he was made under
the law, and was made a curse for us. Though he was fairer
than the children of men; the chiefest among ten thousand
and altogether lovely, he became a man of sorrows and ac-
quainted with grief; his visage was marred more than any
man, and his form more than the sons of men. He was the
Lord of the universe and the proprietor of all things, and yet
he submitted to such a state of poverty, that,.as he himself
declares, while “ The foxes have holes and the birds of the air
have nests, the son of man hath not where to lay his head.”.
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He to whom all the treasures of earth belong, humbled him-
self to a condition so destitute, that his daily wants were sup-
plied by the comtributions of charity; and a fish of the sea,
furnished the small sum which was requisite to enable him to
testify his dutiful subjection to the laws of the land.

And for whom was such marvellous condescension dis~
played? On whose account did the son of God submit to such
amazing humiliation? It was not for those exalted intelligent
beings who excel in strength, in wisdom and in glory—those
holy ministers who do' his pleasure; but for *your sakes.”
For verily he took not on him the.nature of angels, but he
. took on him the seed of Abraham. And the object to be
accomplished was not less grand and glorious, than his humil-
iation was amazing. It was to exalt from degradation and
wretchedness our ruined and rebellious race; a race of sinful
and ungrateful creatures whom he needed not; a race, whom
he could by a word have remanded back to their original
state of nonexistence, and whose place he could by a word
have -supplied with another race of intelligent beings, all
obedient and holy and happy.

When the Apostle would awaken the sympathies of h:s
Christian brethren in behalf of the suffering poor; when he
would arouse the spirit of compassion toward the destitute,
the grand motive is drawn from the grace and condescension.
of our Lord Jesus Christ. “Ye know the grace of Christ.”*
He points to that elevation of glory from which the Son of
God descended; he contemplates him as high above all
nations, and his glory'as above the heavens; and he calis
upon his brethren to fix their attention upon him, who from
the height of his glory humbled himself, that he might raise
the poor out of the dust, and exalt them to be kings and
priests unto God. And with this bright example of the grace
and compassion of Jesus before them, he calls upon them to
manifest that the same mind is in them, which was also in
their divine Master. Did he who is the Proprietor of ‘heav&n
and earth, become poor for our sakes, and shall we who owe
all that we possess to his-bounty, refuse a small contribution
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to alleviate the distresses of those for whom he laid down his
life? No! I will not think so dishonorably of yeur Chris-
timn profession, replies the Aposrtle “Ye know thc gﬂace of
our Lord Jesus Christ.” '

But that we may be assisted in formmg lomethmg like
adequate views of the grace of Christ, let us proceed,

III. In the last place to consider the important benefits re-
sulting to us from this grace. - “ That ye through his poverty
might be rich.”. At his original creation, man was constitu-
ted lord of -this lower world. “And God said to our first
parents, Be fruitful and ‘multiply and replenish the earth and
subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and
over the fowl of the -air, and over every living thing that
moveth upon the earth.” - And while the earth with the vari-
ous animals wherewith it was stored, was subjected to the
dominion of man, its nourishing fruits were given to him for
food. But when man rebelled against his God, the inferior
animals manifested an unwillingness to own his authority ; and
at the same time the curse of God descended upon the earth,
with its varied productions. And the Lord God said unte
Adam, “cursed is the ground for thy sake.” But in Christ
Jesus, who was made a curse for us, we not anly obtain de-
liverance from the curse of the law, but have a right to the
enjoyment of temporal mercies. The basket and the store of
them who are in Christ, are blessed.

‘1. T remark: then, in the first place, that, as the rewlt of
the humiliation of our Lord Jesus Christ 'who became poor
for our sakes, the believer.is made rich in the enjoyment of
the blessings of the present life. I admit, that according to
the mode of computation which is common among men, he
may not be rich. He may not be able tolay claim to thous
sands of gold and silver; nor te boast of his extensive pos-
sessions. But still, I contend that according to the. estimate
of truth and reason, the Christian is rich, in so far as what is
conducive to human happiness in the present life is concerned.
« He shall dwell on high; his place of defence shall be the
munitions of rocks; bread shall be given him; his waters
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shal be sure.” - These blessings include everything that is
really necessary for man in this life; and the promise of the
God of truth and faithfulness, is the Christian’s security that
they shall be enjoyed. And the man on whom God bestows
bread and water, with his blessing to crown them all, possesses
a treasure more. valuable than any amount of mere gold and
silver. - . : .

I should indeed render myself liable to. the charge of offer-
ing an msult to the good sense of my hearers, were I to affect
to despise the wealth of this world, or to represent as destituts
of value, the bounties of a benignant Previdence. The pos-
sessions of this world are the gifts of God; and like all the
gifts of heaven, they are good in themselves, however they
may be abused by the depravity of man. But.it is not in the
nature of these things to render an immortal being happy.
Happiness is .the gift of God; and it depends not. upan the
extent of man’s possessions, but upon the state of his mind.
And the wealth of this world and the bounties of divime
providence are conducive to human -happiness, only:in sa far
as the blessing of God ‘makes them- subservient to that end.
I repeat it then, that the man who enjoys a competency of
the good things of this life, with the ‘blessing of God super.
added, is truly rich. Feor, this accompanying blessing of the
Lord maketh rich; and. therefore, a little: that a.righteous
man hath, is better than the riches of many wicked. .- . -

Contrast ‘with his lot, the condition of the man who is rich
in the -possession of earthly treasures, but whe is a stranger
to that peace of God which the world cannot give; and whose
temporal enjoyments are not sweetened by the accompanying
blessing of heaven. His garners may be- filled; his.coffers
may be overflowing, and wealth may be wafted in upon him,
by every passing breeze. His table may be covered with
every luxury which the appetite can crave, or wealth can com-
mand. But in the midst of plenty, anxiety and care may de-
stroy all relish for the comforts of life; and after all, it iy but
little of his abundance that he can enjoy. And while syr-
rounded with a profusion of heaven’s bounty, the man is



28 .1 HE GRACE OF CHRAIS?.

often rendéred wretched, when he looks forward to the time
wiien all these things on which his heart is set, must be left
behind him; and nothing shall remain but' the mortifying
reflection that he once enjoyed but abused them.

- Disciple of the Lord Jesus! be not envious when you “be:
hold the prosperity of such men. Their condition may well
awaken in your breast the spirit of commiseration, but should
not excite your envy. Jesus Jehovah, being your shepherd,
however humble your allotment in life may be, you are
authorized in the triumphant language of faith to say, “I
shall not want.” “Take no thought for your life, what ye
shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what
ye shall put on. Behold the fowls of the air, for they sow
not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns, and yet your
heavenly Father feedeth them.” Did he not spare his own
son, but deliver him up for you? How then shall he not
with  him .also freely give you all things? = And why should
you disquiet yourselves with anxious cares on the -account of
raiment? ¢ Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow;
they toil not, neither do they spin. And yet I say unto you,
that even Solomon, in all his glory was not arrayed like one
of these. Wherefore if God so clothe the grass of the field
which today is, and tomorrow is cast into the oven, shall he
not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith?” Is' that
Jesus, who, though he was rich, yet for' your sakes became
poor, your-Saviour! Can you claim Him who is the Proprie-
tor of all things in heaven and earth-as your friend -and por-
tion? Then, verily you are rich; for in him #¢all things are
yours.” - “ Whether Paul or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world,
or life or death, or thmgs present, or things to come, all are
yours, and ye are Christ’s.” :

But more especially, I remark

2. In the second place, that through the poverty of Chnst,
the Christian is made rich in the enjoyment of spiritual bless-
ings. And where shall I commence, if I undertake the enu-
meration of these blessings? They cannot be reckoned up in
ordet; if I would declare and speak of them, they are more
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than can be numbered. But brethren, let me refresh your
souls, by recalling some of them to your remembrance.
Then though you were once dead in trespasses and in sins,
you have been created anew in Christ Jesus unto good works.
In your unrenewed state you served divers lusts and plea-
sures, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; the
end of which things is death; but now in Christ Jesus, you
are become the servants of righteousness; your fruit is unto
holiness, and the end is everlastiﬁg life. You were once in a
state of spiritual bondage under the dominion of the god of
this world, the spirit that worketh in the children of disobedi-
ence; but you have been redeemed from this spiritual thral-
dom, not with corruptible things, as silver and gold, but with
the precious blood of Jesus Christ. Formerly you were
under condemnation, justly exposed to the wrath and curse
of God; but you have been justified freely, through the re-
deption that is in Christ Jesus. You are now the favored
partakers of the blessedness of that man whose sin is for-
given, whose transgression is covered, and to whom the Lord
imputeth not iniquity. Temptations may assail you, and
iniquities may sometimes prevail against you; yet still it is
your privilege to rejoice in the assurance, that there is now
no condemnation to them who are in Christ Jesus, who walk
not after the flesh, but after the spirit. You were once chil-
dren of wrath; aliens from: the commonwealth of Israel and
strangers to the covenants of promise; but now you are
adopted into the divine family, are heirs of God and joint-
heirs with Christ Jesus. In your former condition, you were
the subjects of moral pollution and sin reigned in your mor-
tal body; but now in Christ Jesus, your body is made the tem-
ple of the Holy Ghost; and divine grace has begun in your
souls a good work, which shall be performed until the day of
Jesus Christ. And what shall I say more? Iam persuaded
that neither death nor life, nor angels, nor principalities nor
powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height, nor
depth, nor any other creature shall be able to separate me from
the love of God which isin Christ Jesus. Though I walk through
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the valley of the shadew of death, I will fear no evil for thou my
Saviour and my God, art with me, thy rod and thy staff, they
comfort me. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all
the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord
forever. Lord it is enough! ¢ As for me, I shall behold thy
face in righteousness; I shall be satisfied when 1 awake with
thy likeness.”

From this subject, we may learn

1. In the first place how deplorable must be the condition
of the human family; since, to exalt man from the degrada-
tion and wretchedness and misery of his fallen state, it was
necessary that the Son of God sheuld become poor. Mis-
taken views with regard to the true character of our condi-
tion as sinners, lie at the foundation of the most hurtful errers
which have disturbed the peace of the Christian world. He
‘who adopts the principle, that the injury we have sustained by
the fall, amounts to nothing more, than that thereby we are
placed in' a world where we are exposed -to temnptation,
and rejects the humbling truth, that our mnature is wholly
depraved, finds it difficult to see any necessity for a divine
Saviour. ' And ‘hence the bright diadem of the Redeemer's
divinity is impiously torn from his head, and the character of
the great God, our Saviour, is reduced to the level of a fallible
man. And when men have explained away the plain and
obvious meaning of the Bible which describes the natural un-
derstanding as darkness, and the unrenewed heart as enmity
against God, they see no necessity for a divine:Spirit to
regenerate the soul which is dead in trespasses and in sins.
And from the rejection of our Lord’s divinity, and unserip-
tural views with regard to the operations of the Holy Spirit
in regeneration, result most of the pestilential errors which
prevail. And these two radical corruptions of the truth may
be regarded as having origin chiefly, in false views of our
fallen condition. But is our condition by reason of the fall
such, that to redeem our souls from destruction, God spared
not his own Son, but delivered him up unto death? Then,
judge of the arduous nature of the work to be accomplished,
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from the exalted character of its Author. Were we in such
a state of wrath and condemnation, that it became necessary
that he who is God over all, blessed forever, should be made
under the law, and be made a curse for us, that he might
redeem us from the curse of the law? Then estimate the
smagnitude of the evil from which we are redeemed, by the
infinite value of the price that was paid for our redemption.

2. In the next place, let us learn to estimate correctly the
extent of our obligations to the grace of Him who though he
was rich, yet for our sakes became poor, that through his
poverty we might be rich. Did he descend from the eleva-
tion of his glory, and appear in our world, in the likeness of
sinful flesh? Did he become a man of sorrows and acquainted
with grief, that we who were by nature children of wrath,
might become the sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty?
Then does it well become every redeemed soul to exclaim,
“What shall I render to the Lord for all his benefits toward
me?” Did he lay down his life for us, and shall we be reluc-
tant to yield any sacrifice, which he may require at our hands!
Was it his meat to do the will of his Father in accomplishing
the work of our redemption! And shall we be unwilling to
submit to his yoke? Nay! verily; but under the constraiping
influence of his love, we shall be prepared to say, Thy yoke,
O my God and Saviour is easy and thy burden is light. I
-am thine; thou hast bought me with thy blood; therefore
through thy grace strengthening me, I will glorify thee in my
body and in my spirit which are thine.

3. And finally; let us learn to imitate the bright example of
our divine Lord, by ministering as we have opportunity, and
as God has furnished us with the means, to the necessities of
our fellow-men. Did that Saviour whom we profess to love
and serve, come from heaven to earth to minister to poor sin-
pers of our race! Let us then manifest, that we are par-
takers of his spirit. “Hereby perceive we the love of God,
because he laid down his life for us; and we ought to lay
down our lives for the brethren. But whoso hath this world’s
good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his
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bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of
‘God in him?”

* To minister to the temporal wants of our fellow-men, how-
ever, is the least duty of Christian benevolence. The poor
have immortal souls, which must as certainly perish for ever,
if deprived of the bread of life, as will the corruptible body de-
cay and perish if left destitute of the meat which perisheth.
‘While therefore, in the good providence of God, the bread of
life is dispensed liberally to us, through the medium of his
word and the ordinances of his grace, shall we not sympa-
thize with the millions of our race who are sitting in dark-
ness and in the region and shadow of death? In the midst
of our abundance, shall we not commiserate the condition of
our fellow-men who are suffering under the destructive influ-
‘ence of a famine, not of bread, nor a thirst of water, but of
hearing the word of the Lord? Brethren, ye know the grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your
sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be
rich. And with this divine example before you, show to the
world that the same mind is in you which was also in-Christ
Jesus. And while you enjoy and value the privileges of the
gospel, think of those who are groping in darkness, where
there is no vision, and where the people perish; and let your
symipathies be aroused in their behalf. To do good and to
communicate, forget not; for with such sacrifices God is welk
pleased. Amen.

e sm— —




SERMON FII.

SIN AND DEATH, OR GRACE AND LIFE.

BY REV. JOHN M'JIMSEY, D. D.

Pastor qf Graham's Church,in the Associate Reformed Synod of New Yorlr
« For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life, through Jesus
Chsist our Lord.” ,

. . Rom. 6:23.
Tae text exhibits a summary view, both of the law, and
-of the Gospel; and while the former speaks in the language
of warning and terror to the sinner, the latter addresses him
In the sweet accents of peace, of hope, and of forgiving
mercy. In both respects it is worthy of our serious attention.
.Lightly as many regard sin, it is no trivial affair. Itis a trans-
gression of the Divine law, which is holy, and just, and good ;
and which, in some measure, “ is written on the heart and con-
science of all men” ; but which God our Creator and Lawgiver
has more clearly revealed in his word, and summarily ex-
.pressed in the Decalogue ; at first proclaimed to the Hebrew
nation, by an audible vaice amidst the thunders of Sinai’s awful
mount. This law of God, commonly called the moral law, is
perfectly adapted to the condition and character of men in all
-ages, and under all dispensations. It necessarily arises from
the relation in which man, as a rational and moral agent,
stands to his Creator; and, consequently, is of perpetual and
universal obligation. Now, sin, which is a transgression of
this holy law, cannot but be highly offensive in the sight of God,
the great lawgiver. It is a voluntary and downright opposi-
tion to his holy nature and his rightful government. Sin must,
therefore, be viewed, whatever the .sinner may think to the
contrary, as involving in it guilt of the most aggravated kind ;
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at once contemning God’s authority, rebelling against his gov-
ernment, and throwing off the allegiance which man owes to
his Maker. Accordingly, a holy and a just God manifests his
abhorrence of sin.by the awful: penalty he has annexed to the
transgression of his law; and this is death. ¢ The wages of
sin is death!” And tremendous as this penalty is, it is what
every sin, whether original or actual, justly deserves. Fora
holy God, the righteous governor of the werld, hath declared,
“The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” This was the awful
penalty incurred by the breach of the covenant of works by
Adam, as the covenant head of his race: * For in the day that
thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die.” And it is the penalty
incurred by every transgression of the law in its covenant
form, since that time to the present day. It is therefore with
great propriety denominated the wages of death. "The trans-
gressor of God’s law has merited it, as justly as the servant er
the soldier deserves his stipulated reward, and the payment of
it will sink the impenitent and unpardoned sinper down to hell.
This is the import and language of the broken law of -God to
‘every unconverted sinner. And were it not for the provisions
‘of grace made known in the Gospel, here the matter mast end.
As the broken law, with its incurred penalty, could afford ne
hope to the sinner without a revelation of mercy, so there
could have been no way of escape for the guilty. In this dan-
gerous and hopeless condition, when the transgressor had no
right to expect anything but the execution of the tighteous
sentence of the violated law, the blessed Gospel of Christ
comes to his relief. It addresses him in the sweet accents of
love and forgiving mercy :—* But the gift of God is eternal
life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.” A blessing and a curde
are here set before us; and the contrast may well recom-
mend to us the religion of Christ,and encourage his follow-
“ers to perseverance in a life of faith and holiness. This seems
to be the immediate object of the' passage in the connection
‘in’ which it is used by the inspired Apostle. It presents ‘to
our view the very different results of sin and holiness ; one
of which is death, and the other eternal life. - :
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' F'ollowilig the ofder of the text, We would invite your
attentlon to these two points :

" 1."The just recompense of sin, as denounced by the law,
' 1. The gift of grace, provnded for our relief and revealed
in the Gospel. '

‘1. Your attention is invited to the just recompense of
sin, as denounced by the law. - And it ought to be viewed
as a dreadful recompense; and dreadful it is, in its nature
and consequences, It is death. 'When men labor hard in
any service, it is just and reasonable that they should re-
ceive their reward; and, in most cases, the prospect of it
operates as an encouragement to labor and diligence. Tt
8 no less just and reasonable that when men are the faith-
ful and voluntary servants of sin, they should have their
reward. But in this case the prospect of payment, instead
of operating as an encouragement, ought to fill their souls
with terror and dismay: ¢ For the wages of sin is death.”
But, dreadful as it is in itself, it is the recompense which
the transgressor of God’s law has justly merited ; and which,
without laying hold on the hope set before him in the Gos-
pel, he may certainly expect. ‘But what does this recompense
include in it? It includes in it,—

- 1st. Death temporal. Onde this world was the seat of
health, of life, and of enjoyment. But the entrance of
sin has marred the purity, the joy and the blessedness of
this earthly paradise, and turned it into a house of mourn-
ing and of death. The threatening, in case of disobedi-
énce, annexed to the covenant made with man in a state of
innocence, was,—* In the day that thou eatest thereof, thou
shalt surely die!” Man disobeyed his Maker; and by this
act of rebellion involved himself and all his posterity in one
common ruifi. Death, and all our woes, came by sin. ‘This
is not a matter of mere opinion, or of doubtful disputation:
“ By one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin;
and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.”
This divine testimony furnishes the true and only satisfactory
solution of this awful and universal catastrophe, with regard
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to the whole human family. Had not man sinned, his bedy
would have been immortal as well as hissoul. Disease would
never have distressed us, nor death destroyed us. ‘The dqso-
lations made by death on the successive generations of men,
would never have taken place. But man has sinned, and
therefore, he deserves to die. We are, therefore, warranted
to view natural death as the just recompense,as the wa.ges,,of
sin. And, ah! under this view, what destruction has sin
wrought on the earth! What mourning and lamentation has
it caused to its millions and millions of mhablta,nts! The
scene is enough to chill us with horror, did we view 1t‘arlght,
Look back, and ask yourselves, Where are the countless multi-
tudes of mankind, in the ages that are past? Their numbers
cannot be told; and yet they have all passed away, as g
shadow: they have been swallowed up, by the. monster. Death.
«Your fathers, where are they? and the prophets? do they
live forever?” No, they are gone; and other generatious
must soon follow.

Cast your eye over the hundreds of m.llhons of the human
family which now dwell on the face of the earth, and ask
yourselves, where you and they must shortly be! In a very
short period, the period of a few years, not.one will be found
alive who now breathes the vital air. They are all hastening
‘on with rapid and unremitted steps to the house appointed for
all living. It is recorded that Xerxes, the Persian monarch,
wept on reviewing his numerous army, when he reflected
that not one of them, at the end of a .hundred years, would
be found alive. How much more cause. have we to weep,
when we anticipate the desolations which will be made by
death on the earth, among its hundreds of millions of. our
fellow-men, within a much shorter period of time: especially,
when we contemplate this scene of mortality in the light in
which the word of God warrants us to view it; as the exe-
‘cution of the penalty of God’s violated law ; as the inflictiap
.of the curse, due to sin. Such is the fruit of sin on our meg-
tal bodies. It hasteneth us all to the tomb. It brings die-
.tress and berpayvement and sorrow into «the dqgnestic circlg.
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It strips us of our dearest relatives. Tt cuts off" the young i
the bloom of youth, and the aged have nothing to hope. Man
goeth to his long home. - It is ¢in which arrays against us
everything that is fearful in the universe. It summons to its
aid, diséase and pain and sorrow and disappointment and be-
reavement and woe ; and, having marshaled all its forces, it
brings up the monster death in the rear, to close the fearful
scene. Behold, and see, that sin is an evil and bitter thing.
This is the just recompense of sin. But this is notall. The
. wagesqf sin include in them,—

2d. Spiritual death. The day in which man first sinned,
he became Hable to the stroke of natural death. That very
day he began to die a death temporal. The seeds of mortality
took deep root in his bodily constitution, which ultimately
produced his dissolution. But worse than natural death, that
Very moment in which man first sinned, he became the subject
of spiritual death: moral death seized upon his soul. He lost
the moral image and favor of God, in which he had been crea-
ited ;  and which consisted in knowledge, righteousness, and
holiness. And this is the fallen and deplorable condition of ail |
men in their unregenerate state to the presentday. They are
under the influence and power of a moral or spiritual death.
They have no personal interest in the favor and friendship of
‘God. They are all by nature the children of wrath, and the
‘heirs of hell; and, as inseparably connected with the loss of
‘his favor, they are entirely destitute of his moral image. They
are wholly alienated from God in their minds and affections.
Hence they are described in the word of God, as being “ dead
in trespasses and sins:” and the consequence is, that all men,
n their unconverted state, without exception, have no relish
for holy and spiritual exercises and enjoyments. They have
no desire after communion with God ; nor take any delight in
his service, or the exercise¢ of his worship. Sin has darkened
their undérstanding, so that they have no right perception of
divine truth. ' Their affectiond are catnal, and sold under sin.
Theit heart is set in them to do evil. It rises up in enmity
and rebellion against a holy God ; and its language is, « De-
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part from us; we desire not the. knowledge of thy ways.¥
In:accordance with: these scriptural statements of man’s mat.
ural depravity, the bistory of mapn, in every' age; exhibits an
awful picture of human depravity : and in every part -of the
world, where.the light of the Gospel has not shone,—idelatry,
and wickedness, and licentiousness, bave prevailed, in their
most odious and debasing forms. - Now all - this springs from
that deep-rooted and dreadful depravity: which has tainted
and corrupted all the faculties and affections of the seul of
man: and it is very appropriately represented under the
figure of death, It isin fact a morel and spiritual death, and
if viewed in a right light, will be considered.as the just recoms
pease of sin.. And an awful recompense it is, . What can be
more awful in itself or more dreadful in, its consequences,
than 1o be without the image and: favor of God—to be under
the pollutmg and enslaving power of snn—~under the influence
of a heart filled with enmity to Ged and his law? and which
habitually and willingly cherishes a reigning aversion to God,
to Christ, to holiness, and to everything. worthy of the name
of religion! In the view of it, we ought to appropriate, with
the deepest humility, the lamentation of the Prophet,—* The
crown 'is fallen from our head: Wo-unto us, that we have
sinned!” Noristhisall. The recompense of sin, includes in'it,
. 8d. Eternal death. We do not mean by this, that either
the body or the soul of the. transgressor of God’slaw will be
at last annihilated or blotted:- out of existence. This might
be justly viewed as a desirable privilege by a wicked, impen-
itent man, who is destitute of the hope which the Gespel in-
spires. . But by eternal death we mean the eternal separation
of soul and body from the favor and enjoyment of God, and
their consequent and everlasting misery. The Scriptures war-
rant us to believe, that matural death: will be. inflicted on.the
wicked 'and impenitent as- a curse; and although it pros-
trates the body in the dust, it does.not annihilate, it. In the
reaurrection morn it will be raised up again, under circum.
stances of fearful import. * For the hour is coming, in the
which all that are in their graves shall hear his voice, and
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shall come fogth ; they: that have done good umto the resury
rection of. life, and they that have done evil .unto the. resur-
rection. of .dampation.” . . Neither doth :death annibilate,thg
immortalsoul; This survives the shock which for.a. time sepa+
rates it from.the body,and it immediately returns to God whe
gave it, to render its pccount, and hear its sentence. , “ It is
appointed unto man once to die, and after death the judgs
ment.”. And whatever this sentence may - be immediately
after death, it will be more publicly confirmed in the day of
the general judgment. In that day, the wicked and unbe.
lieving, their soul and body. again reunited, will be eternally
cast .out from the gracious presence of God, and separated
forever from the enjoyment of his favar.- The tremendous
saptence.of -the righteous and. omniscient Judge will be, *Pre-
part from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for
the devil and his.angels.” And the awful result will be, that
they: will go; away .into. everlasnng punishment. . What will
be the precise form and nature of- this punishment, we. cans
not fully tell or.conceive.. But we are warranted by Scrip.
ture. to.believe that it will.not only be; inconcsivably great,
but that it will be eternal . in its duration. The same word
that is used in the ariginal to .express the endless duration of,
‘the blessedness of the righteous in heaven, is also made use
of to express the endless duration of the wicked in hell. .The
finally lost, therefure, will not be able to look forward -taany,
period.in which their misery will either be mitigated or brought
$o apend. “ There the worm dieth not, and the fire shall not
be quenched.” . .Cast out from the presence and favar of God,
excluded from the society and fellowship of all holy. beings,
they will.be given up to the stings of an accusing conscience,
the horrors of remorse, and of .endless despair; where no ray
of hope will -ever enter, and where the smoke of their tor
ment will aseend up- forever and ever. Thia is eternal death,
the. wages of sin; its just recompense, as denounced by the
law of God, This brings us-to the consideration of the second
point presented in the. text. .
1L The gift of grace provided for our relief and revealedm
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the Gospel.” And it i thus éxpressed : # But the gift of God
Is eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.” And here wa
have a theme on which we may dwell with delight. The
broken law of God, in the lightnings and thunders of Sinai’s
awful mount, denounces nothing but its curse or penalty on
the fransgressor; and this' is death. But the Gospel speaks
In the sweet accents of love and forgiving mercy. It aps
rounces the most joyful tidings to sinful,dying men. It pointd
them to a complete remedy from the eurse of the broken law.
“The gift of God is eternal life, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.” And here it may be remarked, that' the gift of grace
is directly the reverse of the wages of sin. This is deuth.
That is life; and it-is eternal life.’

- Eternal life is a blessing of very extensive nmport and ‘means
ing. It includes in it,

" 1.-The eontinuance and enjoyment of natuml lnfe so'fhr
as it is for the glory of God and the spiritual goed of his
believing people. ‘The Gospel nowhere warrants Christians
to expect an exemption from the stroke of natural death,-
#For it is appointed unto mar once to die.” The sentence
of mortality has gone forth against the whole human family,
i consequence of the introduction of sin into’the 'world ¢
and it would be vain' for any to expect a dispensation from
the execution of the sentence. All sooner or later must be
subjected to the stroke of natural death. -But the eternal life,
which is the gift of God, and which the Gospel reveals, does
warrant all true believers—all who believingly accept of this
gift——to expect exemption from natural death asa curse, or
as the penal execution of the senterice of the broken law, in
regard to themselves. Their Redeemer in -his death destroyed
the sting of death, which ‘is sin;  and it is this which arms
death with all its power to strike its victim in the light of ‘&
curse. On the behalf of his people, as their surety and sub-
stitute, He has endured thie penalty of the broken law in all its
éxtent, and therefore # cannot fall upon them. He has van-
quished death, and entirely changed its character in regard ta-
believers, and turned it into a blessing. Thus; in the rich grant A



- BY WV, JONN WIINNEX, D.. Dk ¢ - 4
[

of covenant blessings secured to them in Christ, death’ in-set
down: as one of them. -« Death is yours.” Although believ<
ers have no exemption from the stroke of natural death, the
gift of grace does secure them against the infliction of nataral
death as a curse; In this respect it can have no: power over
them. -And besides, the gift of eternal life. does secure to them
the centinuance and enjoyment of natural life, so far as it is.
for the glory of God and their spiritual good. The promise is
often fulfilled in their experience,  With long life will I satisfy
him.* And when they view their life, with all the outward
blessings connected with it, as the gift of their heavenly father;
they experience a blessedness in the enjoyment of it, of which
the men of the world, with all their abundance and luxumm
have no knowledge or experience. e

" But I go en to remark,—

2. That this gift of grace, provided forour relief and re.
vealed in the Gospel, includes in it the enjoyment of spiritual
life on earth, Spiritual death, as has already been stated, con-
stitutes a part of the curse, or the wages: of sin. That eter.
nal life, therefore, which is designed, in -the mercy of God, to
cotinteract the curse and to secure believers against all its
dreadful results, must include in it spiritual life. This is .the
opposite of ‘spiritual death. And this spiritual life must be
viewed as including in it even in this life the enjoyment of
God’s favor, and a. life of holy delight and communion in his
service. All, therefore, who accept of the gift of God’s grace,
offered in Christ, through the Gospel, are made actual par.
takers of spiritual life. They are restored to the favor of God,
which they had forfeited and lost. by sin. By accepting of
Christ, in the exercise of faith, who has made peace by the
blood of his cross, they become united -to him as their justi
fying head; and in virtue of this wnion, what he has done and
suffered, fulfilling all the claims of the law and justice of God,
becomes theirs, for their pardon: and justification. God, who
justifieth the ungodly, looks upon them as they are in Christ,
and thus they are accepted in the Beloved. He is pacified
towards them for all that they have done; all their sing are
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blotted out, and they shall never come-into oondemnatwu.
O, what.a blessed privilege is this! . The. favor of God..is hfﬂ.
and his loving kindness . is. better than life.. !

.- And they who are made partakers of. spmtual .hfe are M
only restored to the favor of God, but they are restored.im
some measure, even.in this life, to. the image of God ;- and thys
become qualified for his holy service and communion oa earth;
The kingdom of God is set up,-in them. Although they were
once .dead in trespasses and sins, they are pow .made- aliye to
God, through Jesus Christ our Lord:. The Spirit of God, by
his. renewing and almighty power, has quickened from the
death of sin; and raised them to newness of life; so that thay
should no longer serve sin, but live to the glory of Ged, .Angd
in virtue thereof, they seek after. higher degrees of conformity
to God’s holy image, by steadfastly walking in the way of his
commandments. and ordinances ; and, deriving all this put-of
the fullness that is in Christ by unien and .communion with
him. This is the nature of that spiritual life which.commexn.
cesin the day of a- sinner’s regeneration, and which is the
gift of God; and where it is once. commenced it will never
eaase to-exist, until it issues in the full enjoyment of eternal
life. .It aspires after, and will be satisfied with, nathing Jess
than perfect holiness—complete assimilation to the holy image
of God. Henee it has been justly remarked, that grace.is
glory begun; and that glory. is. .grace made perfect. O
.- 8. I remark, that eternal ife, the gift of God revealed in,tha
Gospel, includes in it the enjoyment of eternal-blessedness in
heaven. On this account, it is with the greatest propriety
denominated, eternal life. The Gospel revelation does mnot
bound. the Christian’s hope, or limit his enjoyments to the
narrow limits of time. No! It dissipates the gloom of maer-
tality ; it sheds: light.over the darkness of the grave. . It intro-
duceth life into the. mansions of the dead, Life and immeor-
tality are brought, to light, through the Gospel : and rising
high above vague copjecture and uncertainty, it stripa-death
of . all his terrors, and reveals to the dying Christian the joys
of heaven ; where the skeptic.can sge nothing but gloom and
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annjhilation and despair. - And although death separates the
soul and the body of the believer, it is only for'a season. The
soul released fromits earthly tabernacle sustains no loss, - It
wings its course to the paradise of: God. Absent from -the
body, and present with the Lord, And in the resurrection
morn, the body will be awaked from its - sleep, in virtue of
the resurrection and power of Christ; be clothed with bganty
and immortality ; be reunited to its kindred spirit; be caught
up together to meet the Lord in-the air ; where, with the re.
deemed of all ages, placed on the right hand of their Judge
and Saviour, they will hear the joyful sentence, *“ Come, ye
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world.” And they shall go away
mto eternal life. But who, can tell jts full import? It rises
toa high for our comprehension in our present imperfect state.
This much the Gospel warrants believers in Christ to expect,
It will be an eternal life of perfect-holiness, in the presence and
service of Christ. ¢ Beloved, now are we the sons of God,
and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that
when He shall appear, we shall be like him ; for we shall sea
bim as he is.” Complete assimilation to Christ’s holy image,
will constitute an important part of this heavenly blessedness.
It will also be an eternal life of enjoyment, under-the smiles of
heaven and of a reconciled God and Father in Christ. Every
ingredient of earthly sorrow and bitterness will be. removed,
and they will be replaced with joys unspeakable and full of
glory. And if anything could enhance the value of - this feli-
oity, and render it doubly precious, it is the assurance of its
perpetuity. It will be eternal in its duration ; and probably
be rising higher and higher through the never-ending ages of
eternity. You perceive, then, it is no ordinary blessing
which the Gospel brings to view for our relief, and offers to
sinful, dying men. It is nothing less than eternal life,
And, invaluable as-it i3, and much as we need it, we are
not to forget that it is the gift of uamerited favor on the part
of the giver. - “But the gift of God is eternal life.” As the
wages of sin and the gift of God are directly opposite in their
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nature ; so it ought to be noticed that death is the reward or
vwages of sin, but that Mfe'is the gift of grace. H is alto-
gether unmerited on our part. It is not a reward of debt
which we have merited by any rightéousness of our own, ot
anything we can do,or have done. It comes to sinful. meit
without money and withdut price. They entirely misunder:
stand the Gospel who think that it demands or admits any-
thing in the sihner me¥itorious of salvation. Our whole sal:
vation, from beginning to end, will be to' the glory of the rich
and unmerited grace of God. Eternal ’ﬁﬂa in whatever aspect
we view it, is the gift of God. i
He provided it for sinful men in the eternal purpose of hid
grace, when he gave to Christ, as mediatér of the covenant;
a peculiar people, that he might redéem ' them from sin ané
death. No foreseen good quality in them, could have moved
God to make such merciful provision for the deliverance of
objects so unworthy, from the wages of sin.  No: It originl
ated in his good pléasure and unbounded Iove.  Fo' this sourcé
Christ himself aseribed it.  * FEven so, Father,'for 80 it seemed
good in thy sight” - coa
Eternal life is also the gift of grace; because God freely
- offers’it to sinful men without exception, in the dispensation
of the Gospel. Were it offered to them on any other terms,
they could have no warrant to accept of it. The offer of eter:
nal life in the Gospel does not proceed on the principle of merit
on the part of the sinner to 'whom the offer is made. Iti¢
held forth as the mere gift of God. He offers it to sinful méii
wherever the Gospel comes, not because they are worthy of
it, but because they are sinmers and stand in absolute need of
it. The offer of the rich gift is not clogged with any pre:
requisites, or conditions, which the siiimer must préviously perd
form, that he may have ‘a wattant to accept of it. On- th8
contrary, it is, Take freely what s offered to you. « Whosd-f
ever will; let him take the water of Iife freely.” -
Etetnal life ig likewise the gift of unmerited gracé in regart!
16 the actual bestowment of it on sinful men. "It is owing t0
His ‘rich, unmerited favor, and not to anything in' themselves,
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that they are made actual partakers of it in the day of beliew»
ing. “ By grace ye are saved, through faith, and that not of
yourselves; it is the gift of God.” .In the first moment of a
sinner’s conversion, God . of his grace, and by the agency of
his Spirit, begins that. spiritual life in the soul, in the exercise
of faith, which shall never end. In the exercise of the same
unmerited grace, He preserves and carries it forward; and ip
due time will put him in the full possession of it in heaven,
with all its blessed and glorlous fruits. Whether, then, we
contemplate it in its origin or progress or final consummation
in glory, eternal life is still to be viewed as the gift of God’s
unmerited grace. And when the redeemed of all nations and
kindreds shall be gathered home in their Father’s house, and |
be put in .the full possession of eternal life, their united and
grateful acclamation will be, ¢ Grace, grace unto it.”

But in contemplating eternal life as the gift of God, and
which the Gospel unfolds to our view, we may not fail to no-
tice the channel of its conveyance to sinful men. And this is
the mediation of Christ. * The gift of God is eternal life,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Although it is to be viewed
a8 the gift of unmerited grace in respect to sinful men, who
are the objects of it, yet we are clearly taught in Scripture
that it was matter of purchase in respect to Christ, the Me-
.diator and Ransomer. Unbounded and unmerited as was the
Jove of God the Father towards sinful men, eternal life as
‘the gift of his love could only be conferred on them in a way
worthy of God and consistent with the glory of all his divine
perfections. The penalty annexed to his violated law must
be executed, either on the transgressor himself or his surety
and -substitute. The claims of divine justice must be satis-
fied. The dishonor done to God’s righteous maral govern-
ment by man’s apostacy and rebellion must be repaired, or
there could have been no redemption for sinful men. They
must have received agreeably to the divine threatening, the
awful penalty, the just recompense of sin. Without an ade-
.quate atonement for sin, “ God can 'by no means clear the
guilty.” “ Without shedding of blood is no remission.” And
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O, what a rich provision of divine love, that, in such circim-
stances, a Tansomer, one able and willing to pay the costly
price, was found! ‘And found, too, not' among our fellows
men ; not among the angels; for all these would have either
shrunk ' from the mighty work, or have failed in the underta:
king. But to the glory of the unbounded grace of God, and
the salvation of men, our ransomer was found in the person,
the divine and infinitely glorious person of the Son of God.
* God commendeth his love toward us, in that while we were
yet sinners Christ died for us.” And this glorious and divineé
ransomer, having taken the nature of those who had sinned,
and as their surety bearing their sins, did, of his infinite grace,
at the appointed time, pay the ransom, costly as it was. He
gave his life a ransom for many. He redéemed us, with his
ownblood. : T

“The 3nsom was psld down, the fnnd of heaven, .
, Hgaven s inexhaustible, exhausted fund,
Amazing and amazed, poured forth the price,
" Al price beyond.” ) .

The atonement thus made for sin by the blood of the:cross,
lies at the foundation of the sinner’s hope. In consequence of
its infinite value, God can be just, and the justifier of him
who believeth in Jesus. Here, then, in the mediation.of Christ,
we behold the channel through which eternal life, the gift. of
God, is conveyed 1o sinful, believing men. «The gift of God
is eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.” )

- And now, in the review of this 1mportant subject, let - me
call upon my hearers, especially such of them as are still un-
reconciled to God through faith in his Son, to lay the subjest
to heart, that you may be profited by it. - You have heard
what is the wages of sin. Its recompense is awful indeed.
It is death, temporal, spiritual, and eternal. And dreadful as
itis, in its nature, it is most just. It is what sin justly de-

- serves, by the righteous sentence of the divine law, on account
of its turpitude, and heaven-daring nature. And have you
~-beéen brought to see that you'are sinners in the sight of God,
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and therefore justly exposed to ‘the dreadful penalty? - There
is ground to fear that a great insensibility prevails in regard to
this important matter. Whether men realize it or not, let
them remember that such is the solemn fact. You cannot
plead with any semblance of truth, that you have not trans-
gressed the law of God: and its sentence is, “ The soul that
gsinneth, it shall die.” Had you only been justly chargeable
with one single transgression, it would have subjected you to
the awful penalty. How much more, when you take into
view your original guilt, and the actual depravity of your na-
ture? Your oft-repeated and numberless sins, both of omis-
sion and commission, in’ thought, word and deed ? Verily,
every mouth must be stopped and all the world become guilty
‘before God. * Unless, then, you shut your eyes on the trath,
and refuse to listen to the convictions of your own conscience,
'and the strivings of God’s spirit, you must admit that you
have deserved and are justly liable to the threatened and
dreadful penalty. “For the wages of sin is death.” The
subject, then, deserves your most serious consideration, and
calls upon you to reflect on your condition and prospects.
And would to God that his truth; carried home oh the heart
and conscience by the power of his spirit, might convince you
of sin, and awaken you to a sense of your lmmedlate and im-
pending danger! :
But, convinced of your sin and danger, do you inquire, “Is
there no hope in regard to our case? Is there no way of es-
cape from the penalty of the broken law, which we have in.
eurred, and from the wrath to come?” O yes, blessed be God
for it, in the great mercy of God, there is a gift of grace pro-
vided for your relief, and revealed in the Gospel, <« The gift
"of God is etermal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Here
we have a remedy provided which meets the sinner’s case. If
death, eternal death, be the wages of sin, and' the just recom-
pense of your transgressions,—consider, on the other hand,
that life, eternal life, is the free gift of God through the me-
diation of Jesus Christ. This is the great remedy provided, in
the mercy of God, to counteract the curse, and to redeem ftom
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it. And to all, without exception, who accept of it in faith,
it will afford perfect security against all its dreadful results.
It brings prominently to view the precious truth, that where
sin hath abounded, grace hath much more abounded. God is
now revealed to us in the Gospel in_the character of a recon-
ciled God in Christ, and as reconciling sinners unto himself,
not imputing their tréspasses unto them who believe. .And in
this character he is offering in the Gospel to guilty, dying men,
pardon and eternal life as a free gift, through the redemption
that is in Christ. And in vain wijll you seek or expect eternal
life, if you be unwilling to receive it as the free, unmerited
gift of God, and as his gift conveyed to you through the atone-
.ment and mediation of Jesus Christ. ¢ Neither is there salva-
tion :in any other; for there is no other name under heaven
_given among men, whereby we must be saved.”

Considsr, alsq, that althaugh eternal life be the gift of God
thtough our Lord Jesus Christ, it must be accepted, on our
part: it must be ours in actual interest, that we may derive
apy saving benefit from it. Now this can only be done under
.the agency of God’s spirit,in the exercise.of faith, And this
:is the first and great duty to which sinners are talled in the
Gospel. Wherever the Gospel comes, with its joyful message,
it meats the sinner, ready to perish in his sins, with this. gra-
cious call : “ Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt
be saved.” And as every hearer of the Gospel ought to view
this as the most important of duties, so you ought to copsider
it as your immediate duty, as that which God is calling you to
at this very moment. You have no permission from God to
defer it a single day or a single hour. You cannot do so with-
out great sin, and, exposing yourselves to the most awful dan-
ger. The gift of eternal life, through Jesus Christ, is now in
your offer—in the offer of every sinner without exception, who
hears the Gospel—and if. you reject it through unbelief, you
know not whether the offer of so precious a gift will ever be
renewed to you again. One thing is most certain; the longer
you neglect this great salvation, the more improbable it be-
comes that you will ever accept of it. The longer you are
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under the influence of an unbelieving heart, it will become
the more hardened: the longer you live in the love of sin, it
will be growing the stronger. The more you resist the stri-
vings of the Spirit, the more hopeless your case becomes, and
that you will ever be. bfought to genuine repentance.: All
these considerations urge the Gospel hearer to an immediate
acceptance by faith of the gift of eternal life through Jesus
Christ. And I am warranted to.add, for your encourage-
ment to attempt the duty without delay, God, who calls yoa
to it, can give and is ready to impart the power to comply.
At his gracious call, then, and relying on his promised aid,
streteh -forth the withered hand, and lay hold on eternal life.
Hear the gracious declaration of a God of truth, saying to you
in the record of the Gospel,—I give unto you eternal life; and
this life is in my Son. Let your heart respond, in the exer-
cise of faith,—We give our cordial assent to the truth of the
precious record,—We accept with all our heart the infinitely
valuable gift,—We believe that although death 